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HISTOKY OF SOUTH ABINGTOK 



BY CHARLES F. MBSBRVB, A.M. 



This is ODe of the most enterprising towns in the 
county. It was formerly a part of Abiugton and 
Knst Bridgcwntcr, and was incorporated into a town 
March 4, 1875. The history of South Abington, 
like that of Rockland, will be largely found in the 
article on Abington. There is here a spirit of push 
and enterprise that is seldom met with, and there is a 
greater yariety of manufactures than in any other 
part of the town of which it formerly constituted a 
part. Coffina, caskets, steel shanks, packing-boxes, 
boots and shoes, tacks, and nails arc some of the 
articles manufactured. South Abington is a pioneer 
in the tack and nail business, which is still carried 
on to a great extent by Messrs. Dunbar, Hobart & 
Whidden, and by D. B. Gurney, Esq. H. H. Brig- 
ham, now (l(MMMif4cd, was for many years also cxton- 
sivcly engaged in this business. 

Benjamin Ilobart, A.M., engaged in the tack 
business early in the present century, and has con- 
tributed much to the prosperity of this town. Mr. 
Hobart was a lawyer by profession, and a liberal- 
hearted, public-spirited gentleman of culture. He 
will long be remembered as the author of Hobart's 
" History of Abington." 

Probably no town in Plymouth County has grown 
more rapidly during the past five years than the 
beautiful town of South Abington. 

Six large and elegant new factories have been 
erected, and are running to their full capacity. New 
avenues and sidewalks have been laid out and finished ; 
a largo park has been laid out in the centre of the 
town ; water has been introduced into all the princi- 
pal streets; a water-tower, built of iron, has been 
erected, which has a pressure of sufficient power to 
throw water over the highest building. 

The tower can be seen miles away, and is a great 
ornament to the town. 

A fire department has been organized, with four 
elegant hone-oirriagcs under command of Maj. Allen. 

Two fine hotels have been built and supplied with 
all the improvements of a city hotel, and are well 



patronized. Many large and elegant houses have been 
erected, and several blocks of stores are now under 
contract. 

Among them is the fine block being built by a 
former citizen of the town, who takes great pleasure 
in seeing hb native place in such a flourishing con- 
dition, and no resident has taken a deeper interest in 
the improvement of South Abington than Jacob P. 
Bates, Esq. His new block will not only be an or- 
nament to the town, but will reflect credit upon his 
good taste and judgment. Plans and specifications 
have been made by Mr. John K. Hall, architect, of 
Boston, and the building will be built under his im- 
mediate supervision. 

The block will have a frontage of sixty-five feet on 
Washington Street, and a depth of seventy-five feet, 
and will be three stories high, and divided into three 
large stores well lighted and high studded. Tlie 
second story will be devoted to offices ; the third story 
will be used for a hall with large anterooms and 
closets attached, all dadoed and finished in the best 
manner. The building will be supplied with all the 
modern improvements. 

The outside will be built of pressed brick, iron col- 
umns and Long Meadow brownstone from the Ohio 
quarries, with one large projection in the centre. 
There will be five windows on each story, with carved 
caps and finishing above the roof, with gable and 
ornamented pilasters, and under the gable four large 
round panels, with carved heads in stone, represent- 
ing difTcrcnt animals. Each end will be finished with 
projections, with large windows in the centre and a 
circular arch turned in fancy brickwork above, and 
finished at top with stone pedestals and panels between 
them. 

The store fronts will be finished in cherry, and 
the glass in store-windows will be in one large light of 
French white plate. 

The building will be built both inside and outside 
of the best materials. The contractors are Peasley 
& Bonney, carpenters, of South Abington, and Faunoe 
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Brothors, masons, of Wolhiston. Tbo stores aro all 
let, and will bo ocoupied about October Ist. 

Incorporation of Town. — Tbo first movement 
made towards a separation from ibe old town was 
early in tbe spring of 1874, after tbe incorporation of 
Rockland, by tbe following persons : H. F. Wbidden, 
S. N. Dyer, S. Dyer, 0. F. Allen, William L. Reed, 

D. B. Gurney, G. A. Litchfield, F. P. Harlow, J. L. 
Cortboll, C. H. Bonney, Jobn Thompson, Horace Reed, 
A. Davis, and H. F. Oopeland. At a citizens' meeting, 
May 2, 1874, these same gentlemen, with tbe addi- 
tion of A. S. Stetson, W. R. Viniug, K. S. Powers, 

A. 0. Brigbam, Jacob Bates, Daniel Reed, J. E. 
Bates, 0. G. Healey, D. S. Jenkins, Edwin Edes, 
C. D. Nash, J. H. Witherell, H. A. Bates, L. B. 
Noyes, Jr., Nathaniel Pratt, H. H. Brigham, J. 
Donovan, and J. S. Harding, were chosen a per- 
manent committee. This committee organised May 
5tb, with George A. Litchfield, chairman ; Samuel 
N. Dyer, secretary ; and Charles F. Allen, treas- 
urer, and was so active and energetic that they 
secured the incorporation of the town. Tbe bill of 
incorporation was signed by Governor Gaston at 
twenty minutes post twelve o'clock March 4, 1875. 
The first town-meeting was held in Village Hall 
March 18th, under a warrant issued by William P. 
Oortbell, justice of the peace, on petition of Hon. Wil- 
liam L. Reed. At this meeting, William P. Oortbell 
was chosen moderator, and Samuel Foster, town clerk. 
Jacob Bates, Gyrus White, and William P. Cortboll 
were chosen selectmen. At the last annual meeting 
George H. Pearson was chosen town clerk, and Wil- 
liam P. Corthell, William H. Reed, and Edward 
Keating, selectmen, assessors, and overseers of tbe 
poor. 

Tbe past year water has been introduced at an 
expense of about fifty thousand dollars, for which in- 
terest-bearing bonds have been issued. A fire de- 
partment has been established. The town is generous 
in appropriating money for schools, roads, and library, 
and indeed for every worthy object. 

The following is a list of the town officers for the 
first year (1876) : 

Town Clerk, Samuel Foster; Treasurer and Col- 
lector, Albert Davis ; Selectmen, Assessors, and Over- 
seers of the Poor, Jacob Bates (William P. Corthell), 
Cyrus White; School Committee, B. F. Hastings 
(for three years), George A. Litchfield (for two years), 

E. L. Hyde (for one year) ; Road Commissioners, 
Enoch Powers (for three years), Lebbeus Gurney (for 
two years), E. B. French (for one year) ; Auditors, 
Samuel Dyer, William R. Vining ; Constables, George 

B. Luzarder, James L. Corthell, Quinoy T. Harding ; 



Pound Keeper, Spencer Vining ; Field Drivers, Reu- 
ben Churchill, Hiram Pool, Calvin Porter ; Fenoe 
ViuwerH, Junics L. Cortboll, Sninu(il Dyer, Nathan P. 
Gurney; Surveyors of Lumber, Gluddeu Houuey, 
Charles H. Bonney, Quincy T. Harding; Measurer 
of Wood and Bark, Benjamin S. At wood ; Represen- 
tatives (Tweldh District), George W. Reed, Jesse H. 
Jones. 

The manufacture of fine calf boots, which bos been 
and now is the life of that part of South Abington 
known ns Auburn villo, was commenced by M. S. 
Reed in 18G5, in a building which forms a part of 
tbe present factory. The annual product of the fac- 
tory at that time was one hundred thousand dollars, 
giving employment to about sixty hand.s. As the 
goods became known the amount produced annually 
increased, until the business had increased threefold 
in six years. 

In 1876 it became neoessary to enlarge the factory 
to meet the increasing demands for tbe goods, and 
employment was furnished for one hundred and eighty- 
five persons, and the business of the factory amounted 
to four hundred thousand dollars. 

In 187!^ with a growing business, Mr. Reed took 
in a partner, and again enlarged the factory, employed 
two hundred and twenty persons, and produced goods 
to the value of five hundred thousand dollars. 

In 1882 he sold the buildings and business to his 
partner, who ran the factory one year, and then sold 
to Messrs. Stetson & Cooml)s, tbe proscnt occupants, 
who are running it successfully, giving employment 
to one hundred and eighty-five persons, yielding pro- 
ducts to the amount of four hundred thousand dollars 
annually. 

Atwood Brothers, manufacturers of boot-, shoe-, and 
packing-boxes. This business amounts to about sixty 
thousand dollars per year, and employs from forty to 
fif)y men. 

Cook & Paine commenoed business March 1, 1883, 
and employ about one hundred and fifty workmen, 
and tbe value of goods (boots and shoes) manufac- 
tured for their first year was about two hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Jenkins Brothers & Co. commenoed tbe manufac- 
ture of steel shanks in November, 1872, making about 
one hundred and fifty gross per day, and their sales 
amounted to about fifty thousand dollars per year. 
In 1876 they commenoed the manufacture of caskets 
and coffins. They are now making from seventy 
thousand to eighty thousand pairs of shanks per day, 
being the largest manufacturera in that line. Annual 
sales on shanks and caskets amount to about two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 
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Davis Oiiriicy k Co., roanufficturcra of boots and 
shoes, employ one liuudrcd and fifty persons, and the 
annual value of goods manufaotured amounts to three 
hundred thousand dollars. 

Smith, Stoughton & Payne commenced manufao- 
turinp men*s fine and medium grade boots and shoes 
in this town March 1, 1884. About one hundred 
and fifty men and thirty-five girls are employed. 
Cases manuractured for the past four months, four 
thousand; pairs, forty-eight thousand ; value of goods 
manufactured annually, one hundred and forty thou- 
sand dollars. This business was removed from Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

The (!omnionwcalth Shoo and Jjcnther Company 
(formerly C. II. Jones k Co.) manufacture twenty 
thousand cases per year, and (he value of the annual 
product is from six hundred and fifty to seven hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The factory of Dunbar, Ilobart & Whidden, manu- 
facturers of tacks, brads, and small nails of all descrip- 
tions, is one of the largest establishments of the kind 
in the country, [ts fonnder, Mr. Benjamin Hobart, 
began the manufacture of tjicks in 1810, when the 
old hand process was still in vogue, but upon the ap- 
pearance of the invention known as the Reed and 
Blanchard machines, he was the first to put it into 
extensive operation, and by its aid his business rapidly 
incrensiMl. In 1810 his son bcennio assoeiattMl with 
him, under the finu-name of Benjamin Hobart & Son, 
the partnership continuing until 1857, when the senior 
partner retired from active participation, and was suc- 
ceeded by Messrs. Dunbar & Hobart, who carried on 
the business under the firm-name of B. Hobart & 
Son until the formation of the present firm, in 1865. 

The manufacturing plant located on the Plymouth 
Division of the Old Colony Railroad, from which a 
branch track runs directly past the factory, covers 
an ari^a of several acres, upon which the present 
works were erected, in 1804, at a ctxst of one hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Another feature of this business is the manufacture 
of heel- and toe-plates for boots and shoes of all 
descriptions. 

Owing to the immense quantity of boxes consumed 
in the shipment of their goods, the firm decided to 
include their manufacture in their already extensive 
business, and in 1870, at the cost of about fifteen 
thousand dollars, erected on the site of the old tack- 
factory, which was destroyed by fire in 1859, a sub- 
stantial frame building as a box-factory. Here are 
not only nianufactnriHl all the boxes rcfpiisite for this 
fimrs business, but large quantities are furnished the 
shoe manufacturers and others in the vicinity. 



The trade of the house extends to every section of 
the United States, including largo shipments to the 
I'acific coast, and their goods are also in demand in 
Canada, England, South America, British Colonies, 
Australia, New Zealand, etc. 

The individual members of the firm are Messrs. 
William II. Dunbar, Henry Hobart, and II. F. Whid- 
dcn. The senior member has been for many years 
identified with the lK)ot and shoe trade, and the two 
last-named gentlemen have had an experience of fifty 
and forty years respectively in the tack-making busi- 
ness, Mr. Whidden having also patented many inven- 
tions which have contributed largely to the excellent 
reputation of the articles manufactured. 

The South Abington Water- Works were built in 
1883. The water is pumped from the Hobart Pond 
into an iron tank or reservoir twenty feet in diameter 
and one hundred and five feet high, surmounted with 
a wrought- iron top thirty-five feet high, making a 
total height of one hundred and forty feet above the 
foundation, and when full contains two hundred and 
forty thousand gallons of water. 

The reservoir is located on one of the highest 
points, and nearly in the centre of the town. The 
average head of water is about one hundred and thirty* 
five feet. There have been laid about eight miles of 
pipe made of wrought iron coated inside and out with 
nsphaltuni, and lined both inside and out with cement. 
The iron plates used in building the reservoir are 
made of the best refined iron, and guaranteed to stand 
four thousand pounds tensile strength to the square 
inch. The bottom and first twenty-five feet are made 
of iron five-eighths of an inch in thickness ; second 
twenty-five feet of one-half inch ; third twenty-five 
feet, three-eighths ; and fourth, one-fourth inch. 
Sixty-six hydrants have been set, which cover all the 
thickly-settled portions of the town, also much of the 
outskirts. The average head of water through the 
town gives sufficient force to throw hydrant-streams 
over any of the largest buildings. 

The town pays twenty-five dollars for the use of 
each hydrant. The whole cost of the works is fitly 
thousand dollars. 

The South Abington Fire Department was organ- 
ized about the Ist of January, 1884, by the appoint- 
ment of seven engineers, viz. : C. F. Allen, Rufus 
Cass, B. C. Reed, B. S. Atwood, D. A. Walker, E. 
B. French, M. C. French. The above-named engi- 
neers organized three hose companies of fifleen men 
each, and one hook-nnd-ladder company of twenty-five 
men. The above companies are organized as follows : 
Foreman, first and second assistant foremen, clerk, and 
steward to each company. 
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The town has built three houses, with a fifly-feot 
hose-tower in eaoh, for the storage of their fire de- 
partment equipage, with a fine room furnished in 
tlie seoond story for the oonvenionee of (he firemen. 

In eaoh of the houses they haye plaoed a light 
hose-carriage fully equipped with all the appurtenances 
and six hundred feet of hose. In the house of Hose 
No. 1 (centre of the town) they haye placed a hook- 
and-ladder truck fully equipped. 

Fablio Library. — Immediately on securing a sep- 
arate municipal existence the people of South Abing- 
ton began to work for a public library. In 1879 the 
friends of the moyement secured an appropriation of 
five hundred dollars. By gifls of books and pur- 
chase a collection of fourteen hundred volumes was 
obtained, with which the library was opened in August 
of that year. In 1880 the town gave to that object 
seven hundred dollars. Since then it has received 
without opposition an annual appropriation of one 
thousand dollars. 

At this date (July 1, 1884) the library contains 
about five thousand volumes, with an annual circula- 
tion of more than twenty thousand volumes. Its great 
need now is a suitabla building and a reading-room. 

The public school teachers in South Abington are 
as follows: High School, Horace E. Henderson, 
principal ; Mrs. Henrietta B. Blake, assistant ; Gram- 
mar, Miss Deborah A. Partridge, Miss Florence 
Blanchard, Miss Emma R. Nash, Miss Joanna F. 
Fullerton, Miss Flora M. Shurtleff, Miss Maria F. 
Eddy; Primary, Miss Emily B. Peterson, Miss 
Emma B. Maloy, Miss Effie M. Edes, Miss Lizzie B. 
Bosworth, Miss Grace E. Cooper. 

Webster Lodge, No. 113, I. 0. 0. F., was insti- 
tuted on Friday evening, Oct. 6, 1882. The follow- 
ing charter members were present and obligated: 
Lewis Goulding, Edward B. Peterson, Clarence A. 
Randall, Andrew N, Bates, Roland W. Chase, Ben- 
jamin F. Churchill, James C. Wood, Cliristupher B. 
Capen, John G. Higgins, E. Willard Shaw, David A. 
Walker, Samuel G. Capen, Francis A. Gurney, Rufus 
F. Wright, Stephen Griggs, J. Thomas Doten, Wil- 
liam H. Dudley, Benjamin F. Peterson. It has lost 
one member by death. 

Names of persons who have been voters fifly years 
or more : Charles Bates, Cyrus Bates, David Bates, 
Robert Cook, Sherebiah Corthell, Samuel Dyer, 
Daniel M. Fullerton, Davis Gurnoy, Lebbeus Gur- 
ney, Walter S. Harding, Reuben Churchill, Luke B. 
Noyes, John Noyes, James W. Osborne, Marcus 
Reed, Aaron Reed, Melvin Reed, Gibbons Sharp, 
Martin S. Stetson, Orange Wilkes, Horatio Williams. 

Massasoit Lodge, No. 684, Knights of Honor, was 



organized July 5, 1877, a charter having Ikmsu 
granted by the Grand Lodge of MassachiuietUi to the 
following persons : L. D. Robbins, C. D. Noxh, C. W. 
Bradbury, J. E. Bickford, Josopli Pottuo, Jr., Josiah 
Churchill, B. H. Atwood, Edward Keating, A. W. 
Bates, A. C. Brigham, E. S. Shepherd, Bela Alden, 
M. E. Brown. 

The lodge was instituted on that date, and held 
its meetings in Grand Army Hall until April, 1881, 
when it removed to American (now Odd-Fellows') 
Hall, where it still holds its regular meetings. 

The first application for membership was received 
from B. S. Atwood, who was initiated Deo. 3, 1877. 

The first death, which occurred Nov. 27, 1879, 
was that of Millard E. Brown. Brother Brown was 
the first reporter of the lodge, which position he filled 
in a very acceptable manner, and his loss was a serious 
one to the lodge as well as to the community. 

May 22, 1884, seven members, resident in East 
Bridgewater, withdrew by card and became charter 
members of Sachem's Rock Lodge, No. 3093. 

Massasoit Ix)dge has initiated and received by card 
over fifty members, in addition ti> the original charter 
nicmberM, and is in a healthy condition. 

The following members became Past Dictators by 
virtue of office : L. D. Robbins, C. D. Nash, C. W. 
Bradbury, B. S. Atwood, and M. L. Harlow. 

Brothers Robbins and Nash served each one term ; 
Brothers Bradbury and Atwood two tenns eaoh, and 
Brother Harlow four terms. The present reporter, 
Brother Ferguson, has served the lodge in that capacity 
since January, 1880. 

Officers for the year 1884 are Past Dictator, M. L. 
Harlow ; Dictator, J. E. Jenney ; Vice-Dictator, E. 
y. Clift; Assistant DicUtor, B. F. Winslow; Re- 
porter, H. C. Ferguson; F. R., Edward Keating; 
Treas., H. A. Whiting; Chaplain, IT. M. Soule ; 
Guide, C. P. Reed ; Guardian, W. W. JoH.s<ilyn ; Son- 
tinel, C. S. Churchill. 

Lawyers. — There are two lawyers in this town, — 
Charles II. Edson and- Edgar 0. Achron. 

Fhysioians. — The present physicians arc II. F. 
Copeland, A. A. MacKeen, and B. F. Hastings. 

Post-Offloes. — Previous to 1844 there was no post- 
office at South Abington. Elihu Hobart, at that time 
postmaster at Abington, used to bring the mail for the 
residents of this locality daily. In 1844 ** South 
Abington" post-office was established, and Willium 
Bonney appointed postmaster. He held the office 
until his death, in 1847. Cyrus A. Dyer was ap- 
pointed his successor, and was postmaster until 1861, 
when George W. Reed was appointed, holding the office 
two years. Albert Davis was then commissioned, and 
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IB tho present incumbent. Ho was reappointed Jan. 
18, 1882, for four years. In 1863 the office paid 
four hundred dollars; business however increased 
until, in 1878, the salary became twelve hundred dol- 
lars. In the same year ^* South Abington Station" 
post-office was established ; Joseph Pettee, Jr., post- 
master, with a salary of five hundred dollars. He is 
postmaster at the present time. 

Ecclesiastical History. — The Congnregational 
Church was organized Aug. 19, 1807. The church 
was formed by sixteen members leaving the Third 
Church in Bridgewater (now East Bridgewater). Kev. 
Daniel Thomas was the first pastor, and was ordained 
tho same day of tho dedication of the new house of 
worship, June 1, 1808. Mr. Thomas ministered to 
this people about thirty-five years, and resigned in 
1842. He died Jan. 6, 1847, aged sixty-eight years. 
Rev. Dennis Powers succeeded Mr. Thomas in 1842. 
The following- named ministers have been pastors 
of this church in the order named : Rev. Alden 
Hayncs, Alfred Goldsmith, Henry L. Edwards, 
W. F. Ober, John Thomson, P. P. Tompkins, 
B. M. Frink. Present membership, two hundred 
and thirty-four. 

The South Abington Methodist Episcopal 
Church was not the outgrowth of a purely sectarian 
policy. It was suggested spontaneously to many 
minds dwelling in that part of the town where the 
church is located. It grew out of tho conscious monil 
needs of that part of the community, and it was 
thought by persons members of other churches in tho 
town that a Methodist Episcopal Church would do 
better than any other not represented in the town be- 
cause of its aggressive spirit, its adaptability to all 
classes of society, and its well-tested polity as espe- 
cially exemplified in it« method of ministerial supply. 
A few persons thus encouraged established a Meth- 
odist preaching service in Union Hall in the year 
1874, the first sermon being delivered on Sunday, 
January 4th. From this time to the meeting of the 
Providence (now New England Northern) Conference, 
in March of (ho same year, the preaching was by 
students from the School of Theology of Boston 
University. 

At the meeting of the Annual Conference, Rev. E. 
L. Hyde, a member of the Conference, was appointed, 
March 30, 1874, to take charge of the new ^* enter- 
prise*' at South Abington. Mr. Hyde was cordially 
received by the people, and immediately set about the 
organi'/Ation of the movement into a Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, the first Quarterly Conference being 
lield by the presiding elder, Rev. W. V. Morrison, on 
the 8th of May, 1879, the young society having at 



that time a membership of twelve. Mr. Hyde was 
reappointed in the spring of 1875, and felt that the 
time had come for building a church edifice for the 
young ond growing society. To this end a lot was 
donated by the well-known tack firm of Dunbar, Ho- 
bart k Whidden in a convenient locality on South 
Avenue, and subscriptions were solicited for a build- 
ing fund. In addition to contributions by people in 
South Abington, money was contributed by persons 
and churches in Brockton, East Bridgewater, New 
Bedford, Providence, and many other places. As 
none of these gifb were large, and, in addition to the 
subscriptions in the place, Mr. Hyde, by personal 
visitation and otherwise, obtained contributions from 
sixteen cities and towns, in three difforent States, 
some idea can be obtained of the financi^ labors of 
the first pastor. In fact, Mr. Hyde was the man for 
the place ; for not merely did he attend to the gath- 
ering of small sums of fifly cents and upwards until 
it aggregated nearly four thousand dollars, but, being 
a practical architect, he drew the plans and specifica- 
tions for the proposed edifice. 

The ground was broken July 27, 1876, and the 
building was dedicated Feb. 24, 1877, Bishop Ran- 
dolph S. Foster, of the same denomination, preaching 
at the morning service. The structure is of Gothic 
architecture, and will seat two hundred and fidy per- 
sons, and, with three other rooms beside the main au- 
dience-room, is well adapted to the present wants of 
the society, and tasty within and without. 

According to the law of limitation in the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, a pastor is only appointed to a 
church for one year, but may be reappointed the two 
successive years. The full extent of his stay at one 
time in any church is therefore three years. Mr. 
Hyde remained at South Abington three years. 

At the end of his throe years the Rev. W. H. 
Starr was appointed pastor, April 16, 1877. Various 
improvements were made during Mr. Starr's pastor- 
ate. The second year of his term was marked by 
great spiritual prosperity, a large number of persons 
being aflfcctcd by the spiritual power which went out 
from the church. Tho moral tone of the whole com- 
munity was directly influenced, and this in the minds 
of many was a sufficient justification for tho estab- 
lishment of the church. 

On the 13th of April, 1880, Rev. J. G. Switzer, a 
probationer in the Conference, was appointed to South 
Abington. Mr. Switser's health was not firm, and 
he was compelled to resign the succeeding year (July, 
1881), but during his term of office the church con- 
tinued to go forward in all that a church should. 
Mr. Switzer's second year was completed by O. A. 



508 



HISTORY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



Boeder, Jr., a theological student in Boston Uni- 
versity, 

<». In April, 1882, the present incumbent, Bov. 8. H. 
Day, was appointed to take charge of the South 
Ahington Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Although the church at the present writing (1884) 
only dates back ten years as an organisation, its his- 
tory already has been one of healthy growth. Its 
characteristics thus far have been Christian unity, 
aggressiveness, and steady attention to the true work 
of an Evangelical church. At the present rate of 
growth, another decade will bring it to a point of 
efficiency undreamed of by any of its most sanguine 
organizers. 

Its class-leaders, who in the economy of Methodism 
are sub-pastors, are, at the date of this writing, 
Lucius Cook and T. E. Tenny. 

Its stewards, who have charge of the temporal con- 
cerns, — Ambrose Bosworth, T. F. Bosworth, T. E. 
Tenny, Lucius Cook, Horatio N. Winslow, W. P. 
Stacy, T. 0. Higgins, A. T. Le Baron. Its trustees, 
who hold the church property in trust for the uses of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church (one-third of whom 
are not required to bo members of the church), are 
T. Frank Bosworth, A. Bosworth, L. Cook, T. F. 
Thayer, Joseph D. Benson, T. E. Tenny, T. G. 
Higgins. 

First Baptist Church. — This church was organ- 
ized Oct. 30, 1822. The delegates to the council 
were Rev. Thomas Baldwin, D.D., from Second 
Church in Boston ; Bev. Daniel Sharp, from Third 
Church in Boston ; Bev. John Butler, from Hanover 
Church ; Bev. Thomas Conant, from Marshfield 
Church ; Bev. Joseph Torrey, from Pembroke and 
Hanson Church. Bev. Dr. Baldwin was chosen 
moderator ; Bev. J. Torrey, scribe. The following 
persons, who were present, were invited to join tho 
council : Bev. Joel Briggs, Deacon Heman Lincoln, 
Deacon Levi Farwcll, Deacon William Kamcs, and 
Ezra Chamberlain. The following record in the 
church book presents a brief account of the action 
tiiken on that occasion : " The brethren present wish- 
ing to unite together as a church read and adopted 
their articles of faith and practice, and solemnly cov- 
enanted together as a church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, much to the satisfaction of the council. 
Whereupon the council resolved unanimously pub- 
licly to recognize them this afternoon as a sister 
church of our Lord Jesus Christ, by the name of the 
First Baptist Church of Christ in Abington.** 

The first house of worship was situated on the site 
occupied by the present one, tho land having been 
purchased of Levi Shaw for thirty dollars. It meas- 



ured twenty-seven by twenty -four feet on the ground, 
and contained thirty-six i)ows, capable of seating two 
hundred pcrsonH. Tt cost nlxHit one thuusund dtillnrM, 
and was secured by the untiring exertions of Deacon 
Bansford, who largely met the expense by his own 
munificent liberality. Deacon Bansford was the com- 
mittee and Ebenezer Porter the builder. 

The pastors have been as follows : Bevs. Thomas 
Conant, May 22, 1823; Willanl Kimball, May 9, 
1824; Davis Curtiss, July 26, 1826; Silas Hall, 
Aug. 21, 1830; W. H. Dalrymple, April 29, 1835 ; 
Edward C. Missinger, May, 1837 ; William F. Stub- 
bert, April 16, 1846; Nathaniel Colver, April 1, 
1852; Horace T. Love, Nov. 1, 1853; F. A. Wil- 
lard, Nov. 4, 1854 ; N. Judson Clark, Dec. 11, 1860 ; 
Oeorge B. Darrow, April 3, 1864 ; Bov. James E. 
Wilson, Oct. 1, 1868; Charles A. Snow, Nov. 1, 
1870. 

The successors of Bev. Mr. Snow have been Bev. 
L. B. Hatch, Bev. Luther G. Barrett, and Bev. N. 
Newton Glazier. 

There have been revivals during several of the pas- 
torates. The most extensive was during the pastorate 
of Mr. Hatch, when ritly wcro added to tho church. 

The present house of worship, which wsis dedicated 
Jan. 1, 1833, is about being remodeled and refur- 
nished, twelve thousand dollars having been raised 
for this purpose. The present membership is two 
hundred and fifty ; of the Sunday-school, one hun- 
dred and ninety-two. The salary paid the firat pas- 
tor was one hundred and fitly dollars, and that of the 
last, twelve hundred dollars. The amount of money 
raised for all purposes the past year was two thousand 
three hundred and fifty-one dollars. This is the 
strongest Baptist Church, with one exception, in 
Plymouth County. George A. Bced is trciisurcr; 
J. L. Corthell, clerk ; and D. B. Qurney, J. L. Oor- 
thell, and OIhhI Kllis, deacons. 

Population of the town, 3500 ; valuation, $2,187,- 
830; number of polb, 1028. 
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BENJAMIN IIOliAUT. 

The historian pauses from the narration of events 
to record a little tribute to one who did much in vari- 
ous ways to entitle him to more than a passing notice, 
as one of the distinguished sons of old Abington, and 
who by the uprightness of his character, his personal 
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nbilily, »iul li'iH large business intorests, did much for 
its ndvuncciuont and iuiprovctncnt. 

Bonjainin Ilobart, sod of Col. Aaron Hobart and 
his second wife, Thankful Adams, was born on the 
homestead of several generations of his forefathers in 
South Abington (then Abington), Oct. 24, 1781. lie 
was a descendant in the sixth generation of Kdniutid 
Hobart, the emigrant, who came from England in 
1633, settled first in Charlestown, second in lling- 
ham, where he was prominent in public matters, and 
was the ancestor of most of those bearing the name 
in New England. The line of descent is Edmund \ 
Thomas', Aaron', Isaac*, Col. Aaron*, Benjamin'. 

The Hobart family has been from its first settle- 
ment in Abington identified in much more than an 
ordinary degree with the interests, growth, and his- 
tory of the town. Isaac Hobart* was a farmer of 
great energy, strength of mind, and perseverance of 
character. In 1745 he made a mill-privilege by 
means of a canal a mile long and a tunnel fifleen rods 
in length, and for this the inhabitants agreed to allow 
him three quarts of corn instead of two quarts, the 
logul amount, as ((»11 For grinding a bushel. Impor- 
tant rcsuh« have followed the construction of this 
tunnel. As Mr. Hobart well says, in his " History 
in Abington," ^* Except for the union of the two 
streams, the present extensive works for making 
tAcks, brads, shoe-nails, and many other useful arti- 
el(*H, would iu)\vr have been eHlablisluHl.'' This was no 
doubt the means of originating the entire manufac- 
turing interest now so extensive in South Abington. 
Col. Aaroo Hobart* was a noted man in his day, and 
did honor to his town. He was representative in 
the State Legislature for fourteen consecutive years 
(1792-1807), and was the owner of several forges for 
making bar-iron and iron ^* shapes," and a blast-fur- 
nace for casting hollow-ware and cannon-balls. He 
was among the first, if not the very first, to cast 
church-bells in the country. He cast a bell for the 
first religious society in Abington, as early as 1769, 
and after that for numerous other places in this State 
and clHcwhcro. In 1709 he advertised in a Boston 
newspai>er that he would do '* bell-casting at his fur- 
nace in Abington," and the editor remarked " that 
we need not be obliged to send to England for bells, 
as they could now be cast in this country." He was 
the first person to cast cannon in America. We con- 
dense from Hay ward's ^* Gazetteer of Massachusetts :" 
" In the year 1775-76, Col. Aaron Hobart contracted 
with the State to make cannon and shot, and the 
State furnished him with a large amount of material 
to begin with, as pig-iron and coal. This was a bold 
undertaking. Col. Hobart had no knowledge of the 



business, but the Revolutionary war had just com- 
menced, and there were but very few oannon in the 
country, hundreds of merchant ships demanded them 
to fit for privateers. The first attempts were very 
unsuccessful, — the cannon burst in proving. All the 
stock provided by the State was expended, and his 
own fortune besides. Providentially, in this dark 
hour, a Frenchman, accustomed* to this work, passed 
through the town, and hearing of the failure to ob- 
tain perfect cannon, inquired the cause, and pointed 
out to Col. Hobart the remedy. No time was lost in 
making the necessary change, and the success was 
complete. The contract with the State was filled, and 
individuals supplied extensively. About three years 
after this the concern was disposed of to the State, 
and removed to Bridgewater." Col. Hobart was very 
active in the war of the Revolution, and always iden- 
tified with the best interests of his town, and distin- 
guished for his enterprise, perseverance, unsullied 
character, and deep religious principle, he possessed 
the confidence, esteem, and warm personal afifeotions 
of the best people of this section of the State. 

Benjamin Hobart' received a liberal education, and 
was graduated at Brown University in 1804. He 
was admitted to pnictice as a lawyer in 1808, but 
never followed that profession. He married, first, 
Lucy, daughter of Gen. Sylvan us Lazell, of East 
Bridgewater; second, Deborah, daughter of Edmund 
Lazuli, of Cuniminglon. They had twelve children. 
Mr. Hobart was connected during most of his active 
life with the progress and development of one of Ab- 
ington*s most important manufacturing interests, that 
of cut tacks. We take from Hayward*s'' Gazetteer:" 
In 1815-16 a machine was invented by Mr. Jeese 
Reed to make tacks at one operation. Mr. Melville 
Otis, of Bridgewater, claimed and received a consid- 
erable share of the invention. Soon after, the ma- 
chines were much improved by Thomas Blanchard, 
of Millbury, Mass., and Samuel Rogers, of East 
Bridgewater. For the exclusive patent-right of these 
inventions Benjamin and Elihu Hobart paid thirty 
thousand dollars. When they had just got thuir 
machine into operation they learned that a largo 
consignment of tacks had been received from Eng- 
land. On inquiry they found that a model of their 
"patent tack-machine" had been taken to England 
and patented, and the tacks sent here for sale. The 
tendency of this was to stop the American manufac- 
ture entirely, and ruin the proprietors of the patent. 
On showing this to Congress, a bill was passed imme- 
diately placing a protective duty on imported tacks. 
The protective manufacture was then continued, 
although, strange to say, instead of combining their 
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interests, Elihu and Benjamin carried on separate 
establishments. Benjamin built the Grst tack-factory 
in the town, and followed the business for nearly fidy 
years through its muny, and not always, profitable 
changes. Mr. Hobart inherited the strong constitu- 
tion of a long line of robust ancestors, and preserved 
his powers of mind and body to a great age. A 
strong proof of this is evidenced by his writing a 
comprehensive and extended ** History of the Town 
of Abington," of four hundred and fifty pages, when 
a very old man, the most of it being written after ho 
was eighty years old, and which for definitonoss, accu- 
racy, and completeness of statement cannot be excelled. 
He was largely interested in agriculture, being presi- 
dent of the Plymouth County Agricultural Society in 
J 854 and 1 855, and by the trustees of that society 
chosen a member of the State Board of Agriculture. 
He held positive ideas and expressed them fearlessly. 
He was in harmony with everything that would make 
the people of his town. State, and nation wiser, 
wealthier, and better. Although tenacious of his 
own opinions he respected the right of private judg- 
ment, and never permitted differences in regard to 
them to separate him from his friends and supporters, 
or interrupt cordial and friendly intercourse. Ho 
had all the honesty and inflexibility of the Puritan 
stock from whence he sprang, many of its virtues and 
some of its faults. A stern Puritanic exterior cov- 
ered a heart warm and loyal in its affections, and 
throughout his long and useful life and its varied 
relations — family, neighborhood, apd business — ho 
was loved, trusted, esteemed, and honored. He was 
one of the constituoDt members of the first society of 
the New Jerusalem Church in Abington, and the first 
to sign the creed adopted by it, June 28, 1835. He 
was a fluent writer and speaker. His ideas were 
clear in his own mind and conveyed understandingly 
to others. He represented Abington in the State 
Jjogislature of 1828, and whon the Old (Jolony llail- 
road was locating its route to Plymouth, had the 
credit of establishing the line where it now is by 
making surveys, looking up documents, and his 
labors and arguments before the committee who made 
the decision. When the Cape Cod Railroad was in 
its incipiency he was strongly in favor of an exten- 
sion from Plymouth to Sandwich, as he thought it 
would be of great benefit to Abington. He was can- 
didate for representative on this issue, but failed of 
an election by one vote. He says, in his ** History,'* 
" I have often thought that if I had been favored 
with that one vote the result would have been differ- 
ent and that cars would now be running through this 
town to the Cape.'* The following extract from the 



introduction to the " History of Abington** expresses 
concisely and unobtrusively his connection with the 
town : *' I am too much identified with past events 
in this town to be hid in noticing them. I luivo 
been a voter over fifty years, and have taken quite an 
active part in public transactions ; have been in active 
business over fifty years, and have paid away for 
labor over (as I estimate) one million dollars. . . . 
I have had a good deal to say in town-nioctingH, and 
have always intended to lie found on the sido of law 
and order.** 

Mr. Hobart was spurod to see his children and 
his ehildren*s children filling honorable and useful 
positions, and, honored with the esteem and venera- 
tion of the entire community, he passed away from 
earth Jan. 25, 1877, at the age of ninety-five years 
and three months. 



WILLIAM II. DUNBAR. 

William Harrison Dunbar, son of Asaph and Nancy 
(Ford) Dunbar, was born in Abington, Mass., Nov. 
26, 1816. 

We extract from Hobart's " History of Abington** 
concerning the family m follows : ** The carlii^t known 
settler of this name in New England was Hubert 
Dunbar, of Hingham, who had a son born there in 
1657, and bought land of Richard Dwello in 1659. 
Some circumstances indicate that this pei*son was one 
of the Scotch prisoners sent to the Massachusetts 
Colony in 1652 by Cromwell after the battled of Dun- 
bar and Worcester, although his name is not found on 
the inificrfecl lint of prisoners which still oxistit.** 
This Robert Dunbar, Scotchman, was the ancestor of 
the present family of Abington and vicinity. Wil- 
liam H. is his direct descendant in the sixth genera- 
tion, the line being Robert*, Peter*, Eiisha', Peter*, 
Asaph ^, William H.* The family has always bIiowu 
the charauteristicH which have ho favorably distin- 
guished the Scotch people from other nationalities. 
They are good, law-abiding citizenH, with a frugal 
thrift and industry, a careful economy, and cautious 
and discriminating judgment in all the aflairs of life. 

Lieut. Peter Dunbar, grandfather of William II., 
was active in the colonial array of the Revolution, 
and worthily filled the duties of the commission which 
he carried. He died in 1817, aged sovcnty-Hix years. 
He married Relief, daughter of Cnpt. Theophilus 
Curtis, of Stoughton. She died in 1839, ai the age 
of ninety-six. 

Asaph Dunbar was born June 8, 1 789, at Stough- 
ton, Mass., a farmer's son, and with only the meagre 
opportunities which the schools of that day aflForded 
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for education, lie led home early in life, learned, 
and for Rouie years followed, tlic carpenters* trode, be- 
coming a contractor and builder, in which business he 
went to Chorleston, S. C, and was actively and proGt- 
ably enj^nged until the breaking out of the war of 
1812. In 1812 he returned to Massachusetts, mar- 
ried Nancy, daughter of Capt. Noah Ford (a man of 
high social standing and prominence in Abington), 
and settled in Wrentham, from which place ho re- 
moved to Abington in 1815, where he ever aOer re- 
sided. In the same year he began his long-continued 
and successful business operations by engaging as a 
merchont. He developed qualities which proved him 
to be in no small degree fitted for mercantile, manu- 
facturing, and finnncinl affairs. He was among the 
first to enter into the nianulacture of boots and shoes 
in Abington, and, in company with Joshua Whit- 
marsh, as Dunbar & Whitniarsh, became extensively 
and creditably known. In connection with manufac- 
turing, the firm established mercantile houses in the 
South 1^) supply the largo dt^niands from that section. 
Mr. Dunbar went first to Charleston, where he was in 
trade two years; then, as the New Orleans market 
offered greater inducements, he removed thither, and 
for several years was busily and proGtably engaged in 
disposing of his own productions and those of other 
manufacturers. He closed this business in 1832, re- 
turned to Abington, purchased the interest of Mr. 
WhitninrHli in i\\v. nianulaclory, and continued alone 
OS a nianufacturer on a greatly enlarged and improved 
scale until 18Ii8, when he relin(|uishod the business 
to his sons, Alden F. and William H. 

Mr. Asaph Dunbar was one of the incorporators of 
the Abington Dank. He was chosen its first presi- 
dent, and was continued in that office, and in the 
same poaiticui in its Hucccssor, — the Abington National 
j^mk, — until his resignation, some years previous to 
his death, when the approach of old age demanded a 
rclinr|uishment of business earcs. He was :i man 
highly valued in the community ; from his careful, 
conservative, yet skillful conducting of his business, 
he ac(|nired large wealth for those days ; he occupied 
a commanding position in all local affairs from his 
judgment, elevated motives, and positive actions in 
favor of the improvement of the condition of his 
town. Had he allowed himself to enter politics, he 
would have won honor in that field, but he devoted 
himself to his business, and won his success there. 
He was an earnest Sweden borgian in religion, one of 
the ciinstitnont nienilH*rs of the '* First Society of the 
New JcniHalenr' in Abington, of whieli ho was an 
a«'tivi» and generous re[)resent alive. He died Dec. 
lU, 18(J7. 



William H. Dunbar was educated at the town 
schools of' Abington, from which he was taken when 
sixteen to become his father's book-keeper and assist- 
ant. Under the instruction, of, and in oonfidential 
association with, such a successful financier as Asaph 
Dunbar, he early became familiarized with the ab- 
struse principles underlying commercial success and 
the practical application of the same. From such 
instructions, impressed upon a nature ready to receive 
them, we would naturally expect to find, as a result, 
clear and accurate business foresight, attention to 
minute details, systematic arrangement of each de- 
partment, and a just confidence in one*8 own abilities, 
and William's keen and active nature rapidly devel- 
oped into one of commoroial strength. In 1838 ho 
became associated with his brother, Alden F., in 
manufacturing boots and shoes, as successors to the 
extensive business of their father. They established 
a large store in New Orleans, where Alden F. for 
many years resided, William H. attending to the 
business in Boston and Abington. For fourteen 
years, until 1852, they carried on the manufacture of 
boots and shoes. Then, ceasing manufacturing, Mr. 
Dunbar, with his acute discernment of the possibili- 
ties of the field, became one of the pioneers of the 
boot and shoe business of California, establishing a 
house in San Francisco. With this he was con- 
nected until 18G9, when he sold to B. Hobart, Jr. 
This firm, aflcr making several partners wealthy, now 
exists as Hobart, Wood & Co. The influence of Mr. 
Dunbar upon the material prosperity of Abington 
and South Abington has been most largely given by 
his connection with tack manufacturing. 

In 1858 he purchased of Mr. Benjamin Hobart 
the pioneer tack -factory of the town and county, and 
formed a partnership with Benjamin Hobart's nephew, 
Henry Hobart, to conduct the tack business under the 
firm-name of B. Hobart & Son. At the time of its 
transfer the main factory was over one hundred feet 
long, averaging thirty feet wide, two stories high, 
with spacious basement and attio the whole length ; 
its motive-power was both steam and water, which 
could operate sixty tack-machines. Under the same 
roof, at one end, there was a board-, shingle-, and 
saw-mill, and also n grist-mill. Just as the new firm 
was getting under headway, Aug. 19, 1859, the fac- 
tory was destroyed by fire, a total loss of over fifly 
thousand dollars. Within ten days a lease was 
secured of the brick-factory in East Bridgewater, 
new machinery introduced, and active operations 
resumed within a month. Mr. Dunbar built the 
present works at South Abington, which wore com- 
pleted in 18G4, and consisted of a two-story building. 
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faoiDg the «roacl, one hundred and eighty-three by 
forty-eight feet, and another one of one story, three 
hundred and thirty-four by sixty-seven fuet. 'Jliis 
building Mr. Dunbar leased to the new firtu of Dun- 
bar, Hobart & Whidden, which was formed in 1865, 
on the removal of the business from East Bridgewater. 
(Dunbar, Hobart & Whidden subsequently became 
the purchasers of the works.) The business of this 
house is now so extensive as to necessitate the erec- 
tion of a new building (in 1884) one hundred and 
seventy-five by thirty-five feet, of which forty by 
thirty-five feet is two stories, and one hundred and 
thirty-four by thirty-five feet, one story in height. 
Mr. Dunbar married, June 24, 1840, Amelia, daugh- 
ter of Hon. Benjamin and Deborah (Lazell) Hobart, 
of Abington. (See biography of Benjamin Hobart.) 
They had three children, — Emily, Amelia H., and 
Lucy C. 

Mr. Dunbar has ever given a generous encourage- 
ment to enterprises tending to build up the town, and 
is liberal in contributing to them. He is the senior 
member of the firm of Dunbar & Rhodes, formed, in 
1870, for the manufaoture of eyelets. He was one 
of the incorporators (in 1847) and is a director in the 
National Exchange Bank, Boston, and is now the 
only surviving member of its first board of directors. 

Like all engaged in large operations, Mr. Dunbar 
has at times made money rapidly, and at others lost 
large amounts. But both successes and reverses have 
been received with the same unruflied philosophy, 
and he has maintained in all critical periods that un- 
varying coolness which carries to success, and he 
stands to-day high in financial circles. For quite a 
number of years his state of health has not per- 
mitted him to actively participate in labor, but his 
advice and counsel are still as wise and valuable as 
ever. 

Unassuming by nature, earnest in cliaractor, faith- 
M to all his personal, political, and religious attach- 
ments, of generous, kindly, and courteous disposi- 
tion, he has a large circle of true and devoted friends, 
and deserves the warm encomiums bestowed upon 
him by the best people of his native town. He is a 
Republican in politics, and Swedenborgian in religious 
faith. 



HON. WILLIAM LINCOLN RKKD. . 

The first ancestor of the numerous family of Reed 
was Brian us, a noted man of Lincolnshire, England, 
who in 1139 was registered as " Brianus de Reed." 
He left two sons, who were respectively named 
Robert of Reed and Thomas of Reed-dale. This 



new Reed family occupied nearly the same locality 
for several centuries. From it descended Willinm 
Rede, an eminent mathemtitician, who in 13Gi) was 
made Bishop of Chichester. William Reed, born 
1450, was a great-grandson of the bishop, and had 
this lineal descent: William, born 1490; William, 
bom 1510 ; William, born 1545 ; William, born 
1572. This last-named William had two sons, — 
William, born 1596, and John, born 1598. These 
brothers became participants in the <;reiit Mussucliu- 
setts land patent of which (2overnor Winthrup (con- 
nected with the Reads by iutoruiarriuge) was the 
leader, and in 1G30 came with Wintlirop's expedition 
from near Boston, England, to the place which they 
named Boston also. William removed to Weymouth 
in 1635, and was one of the most active men of the 
colony. 

William Lincoln Reed, a descendant in the sixth 
generation from William, of Weymouth (the line 
being William^ Thomas', Daniel', Thomas*, Isaac^, 
William L'.), and son of Deacon Isaac and Nancy 
(Lincoln) Reed, was born in Abington, Mass., Oct. 5, 
1825. His father, Tsauc Reed, was a farmer, a useful 
member of society, and an excellent and worthy 
citizen. Ho died in 1817. His mother was the 
daughter of Caleb Lincoln, of. Taunton (the Lincoln 
family were among the early and prominent settlers 
of Taunton and Hingham). She died in 1874. 
Thomas Reed, grandfather of William L., is remem- 
bered as a man of large frame, over six feet in height, 
of great physical endurance and energy of chnracter. 
He possessed large landed estattts. 

William L. received his education in the public 
schools of Abington. He also assisted his father in 
the farm-work. Agriculture, however, was not to his 
taste, and he learned the shoemakers* trade, which he 
prosecuted for several years. In 1853 he coninienced 
shoe manufacturing in a shop connected with his 
bouse, cutting out his own stock and putting ii out to 
be made. In 1855, Mr. Reed's increasing business 
demanded more commodious quarters, which he found 
over the store of Randall Cook, where he remained 
for the next five years. Business continued to pros- 
per, and in 1860 he built what was then regarded as 
a large factory near the South Abington Station. 
Results showed the wisdom of his enterprise, and pre- 
dicted the coming necessity of still further enlarge- 
ment. In 1866 he entered into eopartnei'ship with 
Joseph Bnuage, of Abington, and jointly conducted 
business for the ensuing six years under the firm- 
name of Bunage & Reed. In 1872 his business con- 
nection was dissolved by the death of Mr. Uunage. 
lie then entered into purtucrsliip with David B. 
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01(188011, of Boston, name of firm beinp; Rood & 
Clo88on. Soon a(\er his association with Mr. Clos- 
Roii the rapidly-increasing demands of trade impera- 
tively rcqnircd enlargement of manufacturing facili- 
ticB, which were at once provided. In 1879 a further 
addition was necessitated. The factory was length- 
ened by the erection of eighty-two feet, so that its 
dimensions were fixed at two hundred and thirty-two 
feet in length by thirty-five in width, and four stories 
in height. The annual value of the goods manufac- 
tured by about two hundred employ^ exceeded four 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. July 1, 1883, 
this extensive manufactory, filled with costly ma- 
chinery and a large stock of material, was entirely 
doRtroyed by fire. Since that time Mr. Reed has not 
been in active business. 

Mr. Reed married, June 6, 1847, Deborah, daugh- 
ter of Ziba Chessman, of Weymouth. Their children 
are William Bradford (deceased), Anna Gertrude, 
Sarah Chessman, and Walter Lincoln. 

Mr. Reed has been called upon to fill many ofiicial 
]K)8itions. Rcpubliojin in politics, he represented his 
(own in the lower branch of the State Ix^gislaturc in 
1858 and 1859. In 1859 he served as a member of 
the Joint Committee on Towns. In 1865 he was 
elected to the State Senate, to represent the Second 
Plymouth District, and served on the Standing Com- 
mittee on lioave of Absence, the Joint Committee on 
J'risons, and on the Joint Special Committee on the 
Annexation of lloxbury to Boston. Again returned 
to the Senate in 18G6, he served as chairman of the 
Joint Committee on Prisons and as a member of the 
Joint Special Committee on the Cost of State Aid. 
In 1867 he was elected to the Senate for the third 
time, occupied his former chairmanship, and was a 
member of the Committee on the Floosac Tunnel 
and Troy and Greenfield Railroad. He was a mem- 
ber of Governor Clafitn's Council (from the Second 
Councilor's District) for 1870 and 1871, and served 
on the Committees on the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad, Military Affairs, and the 
Ihmton, lIurLford and Krie Railroad. 

lie is a prominent member of the order of Free 
and Accepted Masons. Dec. 30, 18G0, ho received 
the degree of Entered Apprentice in the John Cutler 
Lodge at Abington, and on the same day the degree 
of Fellow-Craftsman ; that of Master Mason Jan. 28, 
18(il . March 25, 1861, was elected a member of the 
John Cutler Lodge, and Aug. 8, 1870, withdrew from 
it in order to connect himself with the Puritan Lodge 
of South Abington, which was then constituted and 
dtMlioated, and of which he was one of the charter mem- 
bers. Feb. 9, 1863, ho received the degree of Mark 
33 



Master Mason ; March 6, 1863, that of Past Master and 
also of Most Excellent Master in the Pilgrim Lodge ; 
April 3, 1863, he was raised to the dignity of Royal 
Arch Mason, and October 2d of the same year became 
a member of the Pilgrim Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons. Dec. 11, 1863, he received the order of the 
Red Cross ; March 15, 1864, the order of the Temple 
and the order of Malta. He is also a charter mem- 
ber of the Old Commandery of Knights Templar. 
In the Boston Council of Select and Royal Masters he 
received the degrees of Select Master, Royal Master, 
and Super Excellent Master in succession. Subse- 
quently withdrawing from the Boston Council, he 
and others (as charter members) were constituted and 
dedicated as the Abington Council of Select and 
Royal Masters. 

Mr. Reed is genial, attractive in manners, and 
actively interested in all local improvements. He is 
a liberal contributor to the cause of Christianity. 
Endowed with a high and keen sense of honor, 
always actuated by sound ethical principles, he has 
accjuired unusual personal popularity, even from polit- 
ical op]K)nent8. His singularly aocurate judgment 
has almost always preserved him firom mistake, and 
in the guidance of his remarkable energies has raised 
him to his present altitude of social success. 

As an evidence of the esteem in which he is held, 
we mention that uflcr the burning of Mr. R(Kh1*8 
manufactory a citizens' meeting was called at South 
Abington, to give public expression of sympathy for 
his loss and show the estimation with which he was 
regarded by the leading citizens of this section, in 
whose prosperity he had been a solid factor for so 
many years. The attendance was large, and the 
spirit shown deep and heartfelt. Many prominent 
men of neighboring towns took part with cordiality 
and earnestness. This meeting was an unselfish 
tribute of respect such as few men have while living. 

From the resolutions adopted at this meeting we 
extract the following : 

" Jietohed, That to our fellow-oitixony Hon. WilliAin L.Rood, 
llio senior inoiiibor of m,h\ firm, wo toiidor our WArinost ByinpA- 
ihy, and sinocrelj triifit that ho roalizos bow fully we approciato 
his life-long dovotion to Iho host interosls of his native town,— 
how heartfelt is our grief over his great loss, — and how great ii 
our reliance that he will meet the disaster which has overtaken 
him with the same courage and ability whioh has marked an 
active and energetic life, and made his name and that of his firm 
honored and respected wherever known." 

Numerous speakers gave expression to their sym- 
pathy and regard for the energy, industry, persever- 
ance, thrift, and benevolence of Mr. Reed, and we 
fittingly close this brief sketch by this extract from 
the speech of Hon. B. W. Harris: 
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. " I Oftine o?er from my home to exproM my deep syropAihy 
for mj Mond, Hon. William L. Rood. I baro known Mr. Rood 
fbr moro than thirty yean. Ho Itogan llfo a« a moehanio, at 
tho bottom of the ladder, and by untiring induftry, strlot eoon- 
omyi and unvarying intogrity, ban won Ills wi»y up to Ills proiu 
•nt high position as a suooessful business man In theeommunlty. 
He is entitled to aotire and helpHil sympathy. My acquaint- 
anoe with him hss been largely in the social and public relations. 
In public trusts as well as business relations he hss made an 
honorable and enduring record. During his long publio serrioe 
I hare yet to hear of his lacking anything of strict integrity 
and honorable purpose. In his business life he has attained 
an equally enriable reputation." 



DAVID B. aURNEY. 



Tho American Garnejs are descended from the 
ancient race of Goumay, which, in early European 
history, is recorded to have accompanied Rollo into 
Nenstria, now Normandy, and became Lords of Qour- 
nay, whence their name. Oournay-en-Bnd is a town 
in the arrondissement of Neufch&tel. At tho battle 
of Hastings, in 1066 (when William the Conqneror 
defeated Harold, the last Saxon king of Kngland, and 
thereby acquired tho English crown and territory, 
which he divided among his chiefVains), there were 
two Hugh do Oournays; tho father (an old mnn) 
leading on his vassals of Bray. Both Hughs had 
grants from William, the caput barona3 being in Nor- 
folk, still the stronghold of the name, and their 
blood, became mingled with that of the Conqueror 
himself by the marriage of Gerard do Gournay with 
Edith, daughter of William tho Conqueror. Ho 
joined the first crusade (1096), and subsequently died 
on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. From Walter do Gour- 
nay, who flourished under Stephen, and whose son, 
William, still held a portion of the fief of Bray, 
<* came a long line of country gentlemen in Norfolk, 
who seem never to have risen above or fallen below 
that honorable status.** 

John Gurnoy, an early inhabitant of Braintreo, 
born Sept. 29, 1615, died 1603, came probably from 
Bouthwark, England, near London Bridge. His chil- 
dren settled in Weymouth, and John and Richard 
were early residents of that town. This John was 
no doubt the John Gurnoy who came from Wey- 
mouth about 1690, and settled in South Abington 
(then Bridgewater). He died in 1715. His son, 
Nathan, had numerous children, among them Noah, 
born May, 1735. He married a daughter of Samuel 
Pool, Esq., and had six sons and one daughter. Asa, 
the oldest, married Mary, daughter of Joseph Horsey. 
Their only son, David Gurnoy (born 1782, died 1862), 
possessed a strong vitality, was an industrious and 
useful citizen, of fine mechanical skill, and when tacks 



were made only by hand, worked years in making 
them in that way. He and Charles Dyer put in order 
and set in operation ono of thu first tuok-niachincs in 
the United Status, and for ton or twelve ytmrs Mr. 
Gurney employed horses to give the power. After- 
wards a shop was erected on a stream affording a 
water privilege in Abington, and the manufacturing 
steadily advanced in proportion. Mr. Gurney com- 
bined farming with his tack-making, and by thrift 
and enterprise acquired wealth, and laid tho founda- 
tion of one of tho leading manufactories in Abington, 
proving himself worthy in many ways to be remem- 
bered as one of the most honest and valuable residents 
of his town. He married Anna Ellis. Their chil- 
dren were Ruth (Mrs. Orange Wilkes), Mehitable 
(Mrs. S. D. Wilkes), Davis, David B., Mary (Mrs. 
James Corthcll), Rosanda (Mrs. Thomas Drake). 
He was a man of strong religious convictions, a mem- 
ber for many years of the Baptist Church, in which 
he was much interested, and to whose progress he 
contributed liberally both of time and money. 

David Brainart) Ournry, son of David and 
Anna (Ellis) Gurney, was born in South Abington, 
Mass., Sept. 10, 1815. His education was confined 
to tho limited opportunities afforded by thu town 
schools, but these laid the foundation for a clear and 
accurate knowledge of practical business. He added 
strength to a naturally robust constitution by farm- 
work, until he was about eighteen, when he entered 
the tack-works, and carefully learned the details of 
tho business, under tho oversight of his father, and ho 
has ever since been connected with tack manufactur- 
ing, and, when his father retired (about 1851), huc- 
ceeded him as proprietor. About this time an added 
impetus was given to the business, large buildings 
were erected, steam-power added to that of water, and 
tacks, shoo-nails, heel-plates, as well as lumber and 
shingles, were manufactured, affording labor to numer- 
ous workmen. 

About 1875, Mr. Gurney removed liin business 
from Centre to South Abington, where ho erected 
commodious buildings, in accordance with the most 
modern improvements, intended in every way to 
facilitate the increased development of this industry. 
Everything is arranged with system ; neatness, order, 
and taste are everywhere shown, and all this Mr. 
Gurney has accomplished by his personal industry, 
financial ability, and enterprise. lie has loved his 
field of labor, and he is still found attending to the 
many requirementa of his extensive business, which 
has far outgrown the expectations, if not the ambition, 
of its founder, and is now ono of the le:iding factors 
of tho life of the town. 
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Mr. Ourney married, Sept. 6, 1837, Cementha, 
daughter of Eli and Deborah (Harden) Blauchard, of 
East Bridgewater. Their children are Ann (Mrs. 
Charles Phillips), Mjra (Mrs. L. B. Hatch), David 
A., all now residents of this town. 

Mr. Gumej is unansuming and unostentatious. He 
hiis strong convictions, and can give logical and cogent 
reasons for his belief. He has stood in the van of the 
temperance cause, with which he has been identified 
for many years, and favors, as the best means of ad- 
vancing that cause, the entire prohibition of the traffic 
in intoxicating drinks. He has been several times 
the candidate of the Prohibition party of Massachu- 
sctLs for Secretary of State, having such assoiiiatcs on 
the ticket as Wendell Phillips, llev. Dr. Miner, etc. 
He was heartily in accord with them, and from devo- 
tion to principle would prefer to cast his vote with a 
small minority he believed to be right rather than 
with a majority voting wrong. He has a quick sense 
of injustice, and was a persistent enemy of slavery, 
and on the organization of the llcpublican party 
strongly supported its war policy and struggles for the 
perpetuity of the Union. He is one of the deacons 
of the Baptist Church of South Abington, of which 
he has been a consistent, liberal, and leading member 
for twenty years. In all matters of public improve- 
ment or private benevolence, Mr. Qurncy has ever 
been among the first to respond, and ho has well 
earned by a straightforward life of induRtry and in- 
tegrity, and his calm, cool, and clear judgment, tho 
high place he occupies in the community, which 
justly classes him among its most valuable and valued 
citisens. 



AUGUSTUS WHITMAN. 
Augustus Whitman, son of Jarod and Susanna 
Whitman, was born in Soulh Abington, Mass., March 
IG, 1821. (For ancestral history, see biography of 
Jared Whitman in chapter of Bench and Bar.) His 
childhood and early youth passed happily. Active, 
impulsive, generous, — a thorough boy, — ho was also 
reliable and faithful to every re<|uircd duty. After a 
fair improvement of such advantages as could be had 
in the public and private schools of his native town, 
in his fideenth year he entered that celebrated train- 
ing-school, Phillips' Exeter Academy, Exeter, N. II., 
then under the care of the venerable. Dr. Abbott, 
where he remained a year and a half. As was shown 
by his letters homo and tho oflicial reports, ho was 
diligent and made highly commendable progress in 
his studies, e8|)ecially selecting what would bo of 
practical use in after-life. Tho next year he passed at 



home. In his eighteenth year (1838) he entered the 
hardware-store of Peter Orinnell & Sons, Providence, 
R. I., to whose interests he devoted himself most 
faithfully and intelligently. His social life widened. 
In the Franklin Society he met a class of young men 
eager for improvement, the fire company found him 
an active member, and the artillery company, which 
he joined, was called out in the Dorr rebellion. The 
dangers he then shared in the cause of law and order 
may have intensified his sympathy in the struggle for 
the right and for the maintenance of the Union in 
the great civil war, and possibly the exposures of this 
part of his life may have laid the foundation of the 
infirmities of his later years. In 1848, a few years 
after leaving Providence, he became associated in the 
same business^ with Mr. Calvin Foster, of Worcester, 
where he remained for some years, making many val- 
ued friends. In 1856 he removed to Fitchburg, and 
entered into the manufacturing business, making a 
specialty of mowing-machine knives. The business 
increased so rapidly as to necessitate the establish- 
ment of a branch, which was done at Akron, Ohio. 
Those various branches were formed finally into the 
Whitman & Barnes Manufacturing Company, of 
which he was the first president. He was also inter- 
ested in and took an active part in the management 
of the manufacturing enterprises in Fitchburg and 
vicinity. He was president of the Worcester North 
Savings Institution, of Fitchburg, for ten years, and 
its financial advisor until his death. In 1874, after 
a severe illness, Mr. Whitman purchased a place at 
Leominster, in which he took much interest and 
pleasure. This country life had a beneficial effect 
upon his health, and he took pride in making a model 
stock farm. He imported many valuable animals 
from Europe, and his herds of " short-horns** and 
other blooded cattle gave his farm a wide reputation. 
About 1878, Mr. Whitman retired from active busi- 
ness, removed to Worcester, and purchased the farm 
formerly occupied by his brother, Jared Whitman. 
Here he was indulging his taste in many improve- 
ments, and had planned to complete a beautiful estato 
on which to pass his. days, when, Oct. 2, 1880, he 
was thrown from his carriage in his orchard, and was 
instantly killed. 

Concerning Mr. Whitman*s character and ability, 
the following extracts from memorials given by those 
who were intimately connected with him will speak 
better than any words of ours. He did a man*s work 
well in the face of diflioulties which would have ap- 
palled many. 

From trustees of the Worcester North Savings 
Institution : 
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"As members of this corporation, of which Mr. Whitm»n 
irM president for ten years anil its financial advisor from its 
Ineeption, in 1808, until his doath, wo have boon witnoMcs tf> 
his earnest and ofiioiont porformnnco of the tnisis reposed in 
him, to his patient atlondanuo ii|n>ii tho inoutings of truMte«*it 
under great physical infirmity, to his uniform oonrtesy and 
kindness, and to the eminent publio spirit that animated him 
in the discharge of his official duty, and we hereby record our 
belief that all interested in the great trust in the execution of 
which his example is a rich legacy have ocossion for generous 
gratitude to his memory, as the friend of this institution and 
a leading eontributor to its success." 

From the directors of the Rollstone National Bunk 
of Fitchburg: 

" Mr. Whitman was possessed of marked traits of character, 
which rendered his life more than sn ordinary one. liis ca- 
reer gives an example of what may bo itchievoil by thurough 
uprightness of character, honesty of purpose, a just regard fur 
the rights and happiness of others, and an 'indomitable will, 
which in his case triumphed ovor physical infirmities, such as 
a weaker nature would have succumbed to. lie was kindly in 
disposition, and always courteous in his intercourse with his 
fellow- men. Though tenacious of his own opinions, he thor- 
oughly respected those of others. lie was just and exact in all 
his dealings, and required equal justice and exactness in re- 
turn. He was outspoken in his views, and had a repugnance 
amounting almost to contempt for hypocrisy, insincerity, or 
double-dealing in any one. lie was goiiorous, and his contribu- 
tions to both publio and private enterprises were bestowed with 
a lii)oral hand. IIo toolc much interest in worthy young men 
struggling amid the vicissitudes of life, and many a one has 
cause to bless his memory for the material assistance and val- 
uable counsel ho so freely bestowed. We reoogoite his long 
service as a director of this institution, and accord full credit 
for his share in a management which has brought so much of 
success. Let us emulate his virtue^and cherish bis memory." 

The directors of the Wliitman Sc Barnes Manufac- 
turing Company, Syracuse, N. Y. : 

'Mtotir our witiioMt to tlio thoruugli iniogrily of clmriiclur, 
earnestness of purpose, and kindly fellowship of our departed 
associate and friend. lie was our senior in years and in busi- 
ness, and we bear testimony to his wise and able counsels in the 
formation of our company, and to his steadfast helpfulness and 
ready assistance always at our command in the managomeut of 
our business." 

Rev. II. L. Edwards, a former pastor of South Ab- 
ington Congregational Church, pays this tribute to his 
worth : 

*' I never was with him but to admire. He seemed so guile- 
less, so pure in his nature and cWracter, so considerate for 
others, so self-forgetful, notwithstanding his cares, his pains, 
and his infirmities. I am sure I should have been stupid not 
to have seen all this, or seeing not to have admired. How a 
man so quiet and so undemonstrative could achieve so much 
was always to me a mystery. That he had rare ability and 
oould be oonsoious of it, without being the least ostentations, 
I do not doubt. And who that believos in a 'better country' 
can doubt that he is an inhabitant. If not he, then who ?" 

The citizens of his native town of South Abington 
hold him affectionately in memory, not only for liLs 
sterling personal qualities, but also for his generosity 



in presenting the town with a valuable piece of land 
comprising eleven acres, to be made a public park, and 
wliich bears his name. In coming years tins will be 
counted a benefaction of ineeitiniablo value, lie abtii 
remembered the Congregational society munificently 
in his will. 



MARTIN 8. STETSON. 

Of the old representative families of Plymouth 
Colony the Stetsons rank among the first for business 
ability and worth. They are all direct descendants of 
Comet Robert Stetson, one of the earliest settlers, 
and the only one known to have emigrated to the 
colony (see biography of Nahum Stetson, Bridge- 
water). Among the most prominent business men 
who have bad large mercantile interests during the 
last half-century or more may be mentioned Martin 
Sumner Stetson, son of Barnabas and Lucy (Bar- 
stow) Stetson, born June 1, 1809, at East Abington 
(now Rockland). The line of descent is Comet 
Robert^ Robert', Isaac*, Peleg*, Ephraim*, Bamabafll*, 
Martin S^ His great-grandfather, Veleg^, was the 
first Stetson to settle in Abington, 1738. His grand- 
father, Epliraini^, third son of Peleg, married Ruth 
Ford. He was deacon of the Third Congregational 
Church from its organization until the infirmities of 
age induced him to resign the ofiice. He lived to 
the great age of ninety-six years with unimpaired 
faculties. Hb children were Mary, Barnabas, Lydia, 
Kphniiin, Jr., and Ruth. Barnabas, born April 27, 
1775, married, Oct. 10, 1802, Lucy, daughter of 
Daniel an<l Bolmiy (Tihlou) BarHhiw, <»!' Ilanovor. 
(The families of Tilden and Barstow are old and val- 
ued New England families, and prominent men are 
to be found in their number, among them Samuel J. 
Tilden. The Barstows are large shipbuilders, and 
also extensively engaged in manufactures and mer- 
chandising.) Their children were Aniiis (died sud- 
denly, aged twenty), Lucy B., Martin S., Julia A. 
(Mrs. Samuel Blake, Jr.), Barnabas (deceased), and 
Lydia B. Mr. Barnabas Stetson was largely inter- 
ested in various branches of business, — merchandise, 
farming, and manufacturing brick. He was asso- 
ciated with his younger brother, lijphraim, with the 
firm-name of B. & E. Stetson, and carried on a large 
mercantile business, having one store at East Abing- 
ton (now Rqokland), the other at Hanover Four Cor- 
ners. He was an active, energctio business man 
through life; honest himself, he placed too much 
confidence in the honesty of his fellow-men for his 
own |)ecniiiary interests. 

Martin's scholastic education was acquired at the 
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district school of bis nhtivc town, supplemented by 
six niontbs nt an acadcuiy at Bohon, Mass. Wben 
twolvc years old be entered tbe store of bis uncle at 
Hanover, and stayed there some years, until, upon 
tbe death of an older brother, his services were re- 
quired at home by bis father, where he remained 
until be was twenty-one. During this time, however, 
he taught school several winter terms at Kast Abing- 
ton and Hanover. In 1835 he commenced the manu- 
facture of boots and shoes in company with Samuel 
Blake, Jr. (bis brother-in-law), with the firm-name 
of Stetson & Blake. The manufacture of boots and 
shoes, which originated in Abington, was then in its 
inf:incy, and this was one of the few first firms. They 
coniuionecd their ciimmercial career by manufacturing 
for Amnsa Walker & Co., one of tbe oldest estab- 
lished firms in Boston, and whose successors still con- 
tinue the business. After a few years the firm of 
Stetson & Blake dissolved, and Mr. Stetson continued 
alone. In 1836-37 occurred tbe great financial crisis, 
and there were many failures of large firms ; nearly all 
the banks snspendod 8])ecio ]>ayment, and a general 
dcnioralizsition and overthrow of business was the re- 
sult. During this time a number of manufacturers 
established houses at the South (New Orleans, 
Cliarleston, and Mobile, etc.) for the purpose of dis- 
posing of their goods. Mr. Stetson started a store in 
Mobile in 1840, and his brother was placed in charge. 
In November, 181:2, however, Mr. Stetson went South 
and spent the winter, continuing his manufacturing at 
the North and also selling on commission a large 
amount of goods from other manufacturers, and soon 
succeeded in building up an extensive business, the 
largest of the kind in Mobile. From that time for 
nineteen years (until the Rebellion) be passed eight 
nmntlis of every year in the South, having his family 
with him, returning North for the summer. VVe 
fpiote Mr. St(;tson*s own words :is to the fooling of 
the business men at the North : ** Up to the time of 
the attack on Fort Sumter the business men of the 
North firmly believed that some compromise would 
Ih; efiected between the two sections, that war would 
not ensue. Acting on this belief, merchandise was 
siiipped freely allor many of the States had seceded. 
When the attack occurred it was too late to remedy 
tbe mistake." Before the commencement of hostili- 
ties. Mr. Stetson came North and passed most of the 
time during tbe war at South Abington, where be 
bail a plea.(tant home, purchased some few years pre- 
viouhly, and where he still resides, leaving bis partner, 
Mr. James B. Studley, of Hanover, Mass., who was 
a>sn(Mated with him in business in 1850, with firm- 
name of M. S. Stetson k Co., to care for the business. 



Mr. Studley had been first clerk for him from the 
commencement of bis business, in 1842, and managed 
all affairs during bis absence at tbe North, and was a 
most reliable, competent, and worthy man. 

At this time tbe assets of the company were four 
hundred thousand dollars. There was no possibility 
of taking any of the money away, as all intercourse 
was suspended, and fifty thousand dollar bonds were 
re(|uired that not one dollar should bo sent out of the 
Confederacy and no debt could bo collected. Some 
three years afler coming North, Mr. Stetson received 
the first news of his business in Mobile from a friend 
who had escaped from the South, who informed him 
of the death of his partner from fever caused by im- 
prisonment at a sickly season of tbe year in a filthy 
prison, for refusing to enlist in a military company 
when not liable to do military duty. Judge Jones, 
acting under the Confederacy, confiscated the prop- 
erty and appointed a receiver to take charge of it. 
Immediately on Lee's surrender, Mr. Stetson returned 
to Mobile, reaching there in ten days, to find his 
property gone and the Confederacy a thing of the 
past. 

During his life in Mobile, Mr. Stetson attained a 
high rank in commercial circles, hb business, whole- 
sale exclusively, extending to every hamlet in three 
or four of tbe Southern States, and his name was 
known t^) every merchant as a tower of financial 
strength and commercial honor. Although every- 
thing was changed at the South, and there still ex- 
isted great animosity against Northerners, yet as Mr. 
Stetson and his family bad been associated for so 
many years intimately with the best elements of so- 
ciety, and he had always liberally contributed of his 
means to sustain every worthy object, and for years 
had been an elder of the rresbytcrian Church, — the 
Southerners acknowledging bis unblemished obarao- 
tcr, freely admitted him into the old confidential 
relations (for nothing but bis New England birth 
and disbelief in slavery could ever bo brought against 
him) when be, at the close of the war, engaged in 
trade in Mobile. lie opened a large stock of goods, 
which, as the country was almost entirely destitute, 
was in large demand, and brought rich returns, his 
sales averaging three hundred thousand dollars per 
annum. In 1869 he transferred his business to his 
son, retiring from active life. In 1861, Mr. Stetson 
had established a branch store in St. Paul, Minn., but 
closed his interest thoro in 1865. 

Mr. Stetson married, Nov. U, 1836, Eliza A., 
daughter of John Thomas, of Troy, N. Y., where 
hor father held the oflico of city chamberlain. Their 
children were John T. (deceased), Amos Sumner, 
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Holen E. (Mrs. Alonso Lano), Julia B. (deccuAcd), 
and Virginia A. (deceased). 

Mr. RtetHon lias been a great traveler in A morion, 
preferring to see first America o rather than Euro- 
pean scenery. On the completion of the Union Pa- 
cific Railroad (1870) he joined the first organized 
excursion — that of the Boston Board of Trade — to 
California, Yosemite, etc. This was one of the pleas- 
antest and most successful trips of the kind ever 
made. He is a director of the Abington National 
Bank; never has entertained a desire for political 
office, or to be connected with society organizations 
or dubs. He has been strictly a temperance man 
from youth, and was president of the first young 
men's temperance society organized in Plymouth 
County. 

Mr. Stetson retains the erect bearing, courteous 
grace, and dignified appearance which have charac- 
terized him through life. An able business man, a 
genial companion, and a kind husband and father, he 
has given and derived much enjoyment during his 
diversified life. He has cheerfully given wherever 
charity was needed, and always heartily co-operated 
with matters of public interest. His social nature 
has made many friends. He is now enjoying the 
evening of an honorable and useful career in his 
pleasant home in South Abington, with his children 
and grandchildren near him. 



OLIVER 0. IIEALY. 

Oliver G. Healy was a native of Pembroke, Mass., 
where he was born Oct. 17, 1813. His early life 
was passed with an uncle, a farmer in Pembroke. 
When about sixteen he came with a brother to South 
Abington to learn the carpenter's trade, after which 
he engaged in business as carpenter and builder, which 
he followed until hb death, July 2, 187G, from fever 
contracted at Philadelphia while attending the Cen- 
tennial Exhibition. lie married, July 17, 1834, 
Phebe, daughter of Philip and Mary (Taylor) lieed, 
who was a native of South Abington. 

Mr. Healy was a man of quiet and reserved man- 
ners, of good shrewd judgment in business, and an 
honest and conscientious workman. The quick 
growth and prosperity of the village of South Abing- 
ton was largely owing to his energy and enterprise. 
He purchased land, laid out streets, and built numer- 
ous houses which he sold on easy terms to those who 
desired to acquire the ownership of a home. Any 
honest, industrious workman could be sure of Mr. 
Healy 's sympathy and aid in this direction, and, while 



at the same time advancing his own interests and 
prosperity of the town, he was still the benefuetor of 
the poor man. Tn conipliniont to him for the develop- 
ment he has made, thb elevated tract of land has been 
changed from " Mount Zion" to ** Mount Olives." 
His business sagacity and industry were rewarded by 
a substantial financial prosperity which he was ever 
ready to share with any deserving case of charity or 
benevolent objects. 

Mr. Healy was deeply imbued with religion. In- 
deed, that seemed a vital part of his character. lie 
was a valued member of the Congregational Church, 
a popular Sabbath -school teacher, and heartily gave 
his personal assistance and monetary aid to its chari- 
ties and support. He was especially interested in 
missionary work, and above every other object Wiis 
he disposed to aid this important cause, bequeathing 
to this grand work the valuable property he had ac- 
quired afler the faithful wife — the loved companion 
and colaborer of years — should no longer need its 
use. During his life Mr. Healy made numerous 
friondn who were drawn to him by the nniny g<Mul 
qualities of his nature, and his life aflfurds a g(»od ex- 
ample to many a poor and struggling youth. With 
limited education, by honest integrity and industry 
he raised himself from humble circumstances to a 
comfortable position in society, and was enabled to do 
more for the advancement of his town than most 
others, and his memory is cherished by a large num- 
ber. In all his enterprises and charities he was 
heartily seconded by Mrs. Healy, who is now en- 
gaged in carrying out such benevolent work as would 
meet his approbation. 



JACOB P. BATES. 



Jacob Pratt Bates, son of David and Almeria 
Bates, was born in South Abington, Mitss., April 7, 
1843. 

The surname Bates is derived from the old French 
name Bartlioloniow. The first Anioric/an resident 
was Clement Bates, who came from Kent, England, 
in the ship ** Elizabeth,*' in 1G35, and settled in Iliiig- 
ham, Mass. He is the ancestor of the numerous 
family bearing his name in this section of New Eng- 
land. 

Eleazer Bates, great- grand father of Juccjb P. Bates, 
was born probably in Abington before 1750. He wsis 
a blacksmith by trade, and one of those New Eng- 
landers, of Puritan stock, possessed of robust bodies 
and old-fashioned virtues, which have been transmitted 
to their descendants. He had numerous children, 
among them four sons, — liobert, Seth, Eleazer, and 
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John. All wcro of marked pliystcnl dovolopmont, 
and all over six feet in height except John, who was 
short of stature. John was born in Abington about 
1776. He married Millj Pratt, of Weymouth, and 
had but one child, — David. He died in 1841. 

David Bates was born March 12, 1805, in Abing- 
ton, and has followed the making of booU and shoos 
from boyhood. His specialty has been fine custom- 
work, in which ho has displayed much skill and taken 
great pride. He has now (1884) a pair of boots, 
which he made for his own use about 1854. They 
have been worn every year since and are good boots 
yet, needing no repair. He married, September, 
1828, Almcria, daughter of Jacob and Hannah Loring 
Pratt, of South Weymouth. They have seven chil- 
dren, all sons, — David B., Edwin W., James E., 
Henry A., Charles, Jacob P., and Andrew, — all stal- 
wart six-footers. This family has a remarkable war 
record: five of these boys served the Union in the 
great civil war. As Mr. Bates would humorously say, 
" I have thirty feet of boys in the army." David, 
Edwin, James, and Charles served in the Thirty- 
eighth Massachusetto Volunteers for three years. 
Edwin was nearly starved in Libby Prison, where he 
was incarcerated for six months, and Charles was 
slightly wounded by a spent ball. These wore their 
only casualties during the long and active service, and 
all are now well and strong. Mr. Ihitcs is tail, orcot, 
and vigorous, even at his advanced age. He is a social 
companion, and has a livuly fund <if humor. Ho is 
orthodox in religious belief, and llepublican in poli- 
tics. 

Jacob received his education in the public schools, 
and learned the shoemaker's trade of his father, with 
whom he worked most of the time until he was about 
eighteen years of age. In 1802 he enlisted in Com- 
pany E, Fourth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, 
for nine months. This regiment went to New Or- 
leans, serving in Banks* expedition, at Bnishear 
City, and Port Hudson. At Brashear City he was 
detailed as commissary's clerk, and while there was 
captured by the reb(»ls, but at once paroled, and soon 
exchanged. He returned home in 1803, aO«r serving 
nearly a year. The same year he went to Boston un- 
aided and alone, with only twenty dollars in his pocket, 
to seek employment. He commenced working for C. 
D. Cobb & Brothers, receiving at first but one dollar 
per day. He identified himself with his employers' 
inlen»8ts, and, having good health, was enabled to per- 
form more than ordinary Hcirvice. Before he hud 
been in the employ of the firm three years he re- 
ceived, much to his surprise, an offer of an interest 
in the business. Mr. Bates remained with this firm 



as partner until 1870, when, severing his connection 
with it, he became one of the founders of the well- 
known house of Cobb, Bates & Yerxa. This firm 
began in a small way, with but little capital. Their 
business has steadily and rapidly increased, until they 
now are the largest grocery house in New England, 
transacting a business of about three million dollars 
per annum, their main store, on Washington Street, 
occupying an entire block of five stores five stories in 
height, with branch stores at Fall River, Taunton, 
and Chelsea. Active, energetic, and in the prime of 
life, much of the direction of the business falls on 
Mr. Bates, and he is apparently possessed of vitality 
enough for many years of active labor. Mr. Bates 
married in September, 1807, Helen A., daughter of 
Hon. Horace Reed, of South Abington. They have 
had five children, only two of whom are living,— r 
Carrie A. and Mabel F. Mr. Bates is a member of 
Park Street Church, Boston ; is Republican in politics, 
and belongs to three Masonic bodies, Puritan Lodge, 
South Abington, Pilgrim Chapter, Abington, and 
Boston Commandery, Boston, and is a director in the 
National Bank of the Republic, Boston. 

Although a resident of Brookline, Mr. Bates takes 
a great interest in his native town, and has consider- 
able money invested there. He is now constructing 
a brick block of stores ; is the owner of Hotel Bates, 
and a generous contributor to all that promotes the 
progress and welfare of the town. Ho is in the 
full vigor of life, and with the prospect of many years 
of commercial activity before him, is a good type of 
the pushing, successful business man of the nine- 
teenth century. 



BENJAMIN 8. ATWOOD. 

Centuries ago, when men had but one name, they 
were usually distinguished from each other by the 
place where they lived, or by some characteristic. 
The name " At the Wood" was given to one John (?), 
who lived where there was much land, and he was 
called John " At the Wood." After a time it was 
condensed to " Attwood," which spelling some hold 
until the present writing ; some branches of the fam- 
ily have dropped one " t," and spell it " Atwood," 
while many others retain only the last syllable, and 
are called " Wood." 

John Wood, or Attwood, the first American an- 
c(«tor of the numerous family of Atwood, came from 
England to America not long after the landing of the 
Pilgrims, and settled in Plymouth. Tradition has it 
that he had four sons ; one settled at Cape Cod, one 
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took the name of Wood, one died at Plymouth, and 
the other, whose name was Nathaniel Atwood, settled 
in that part of Plymouth which in 1707 was set off 
and inoorporatod as the town of Plympton. But in 
1790 this same land, onoe part of Plymouth, then 
Plympton, was again set off and named, for the third 
and last time. Carver. This land, occupied then by 
an Atwood, is still owned and occupied by those 
bearing the name. 

Nathaniel Atwood' was a deacon of a church in 
Plymouth, and married Mary, daughter of Jonathan 
Morcy. They had four sons, — John, Nathaniel, 
Barnabas, and Isaac. The following incident will 
give an idea of the primitive state of the country at 
that time : *' Before they had almanacs, and teams 
were scarce, the deacon lost the run of time, and 
went eight miles with a grist on his shoulders to mill 
on Sunday, and when he found out it was Sunday he 
carried the bag of grain to the meeting-house." 

Lieut. Nathaniel' married, first, Mary Adams, of 
Kingston, Mass.; second, Mrs. Abigail (Shaw) 
Lucas. They had a large family of children. Na- 
thaniel was a lieutenant in the militia. 

lohabod^ was born in Plympton (now Carver), 
1744; married Hannah Shaw, daughter of Capt. 
Nathaniel Shaw, a descendant in the fourth genera- 
tion from Jonathan Shaw, the emigrant. (Her 
brother was Lieut. Joseph Shaw, of the militia. Ho 
carried the same sword in his military service which 
his grandfather used in the French war, and his 
father also used in the Revolution.) They had 
twelve children, all of whom lived to middle age. 

Nathaniel \ son of Ichabod and Mary (Shaw) At- 
wood, was born April 28, 1782, at Middleboro'; 
married Zilpah, daughter of Francis Shurtleff, Esq., 
of Carver. They had three children attaining ma- 
turity, — Flora (Mrs. Elijah Hackett), Ichabod F., and 
Rencl. (Ichabod F. Atwood, of Middleboro', to 
whose courtesy wo are indebted for the foregoing an- 
cestral history, was born March 13, 1820 ; he has 
served in various military, town, and church offices, 
and been a justice of the peace over thirty years. He 
married Abigail T., daughter of Harvey 0. and Han- 
nah C. Thomas. AbigaiPs greatgrandfather, Cubb, 
lived to be one hundred and seven years and eight 
months old.) 

Renel' married Abigail Tillson. Their children 
are Renel G., Lucy C. (Mrs. Nelson Thomas), Flora 
M. (Mrs. Charles Cole), Zilpah S. (Mrs. Lorenzo 
Curtis), Benjamin S., Elijah H., and Lafayette, who 
is employed in his brother's business. 

Benjamin S. Atwood, seventh generation from 
John Atwood, the first of the family to settle in 



Plymouth, son of Renel and Abigail (Tillson) At- 
wood, was born in Carver, Mass., June 25, 1840. 
He received a oonimon-school education, and at the 
age of fifteen went to work in a luniber-niill iu Mid- 
dleboro', ailerwards in Plympton, from which town 
he enlisted, April 17, 1861, in Company H, Third 
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, under President 
Lincoln*s call for seventy-five thousand men for ninety 
days. He re-enlisted for nine months in Company 
B, same regiment. His regiment was engaged iu 
burning Gosport Navy Yard, and his company was 
on picket the night of the famous Big Bethel repulse. 
He was mustered out with his company, and returned 
to Plympton, where he remained until 1866. He 
then, with his brother, Elijah M., under the firm- 
name of ** Atwood Brothers,'* engaged in the manu- 
facture of wooden boxes at North Abington, which 
business they removed to South Abington in 1872. 
In 1879, Elijah retired from the firm, and Benjamin 
S. still carries on business under the old firm-name. 

Mr. Atwood married, Sept. 20, 1862, Angelina F., 
daughter of Lewis and Mary Weston, of Plympton. 
They have three children, — Winthrop V, (a student 
at Harvard University), Bertrand W., and Mabel 

F. Mr. Atwood is llepublican in ]M>liti(ts, and aclivo 
in political work ; has been for several years a mem- 
ber of and now is chairman of the Republican town 
committee. He is a member of Puritan Ix>dge of 
Free and Accepted Masons, South Abington ; Pil- 
grim Royal Arch Chapter, Abington ; and Old 
Colony Com mandery of Knights Templar. He has 
been elected to nil the offices of his post, No. 73, 

G. A. R., Abiiigt4)n, filling them acceptably, and has 
just been honored for the third time with an elec- 
tion as commander of Plymouth County Division, 
0. A. R. 

Mr. Atwood is a progressive and energetic man, in- 
terests himself in all the public affairs of the town, 
■ and warmly advocates all measures tending io the 
growth and improvement of his chosen place of resi- 
dence, and gives liberally of his time to forward them. 
He has been an ardent advocate for the introduction 
of water into the town ; has been chairman of the 
committee on water- works from its orgimization ; 
and the speedy and satisfactory progress and comple- 
tion of the works is in no small measure due t4> him. 
He is an industrious, persevering, and successful 
manufacturer, a loyal and patriotic citizen, a generous, 
warm-hearted, and genial companion and friend ; de- 
serves and enjoys a large circle of appreciative ac- 
quaintance, and ranks worthily among the representa- 
tive and self-made men of this prosperous and 
thriving town. 
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IIORATTO F. COPKIiAND, M.D. 

Horatio F. Copcland, M.D., son of Horatio and 
Delia (Nye) Copelaud, was born in Eastou, Mass., 
Nov. 15, 1842. He is a direct descendant of Law- 
rence Copeland, the etnigrant, who came to this coun- 
try from England in early colonial days, married Lydia 
Townscnd, and died in IGD!), at a halo old age, which 
is said to have been one hundred and ten years. The 
line to Dr. Copeland is Lawrence \ William ' (married 
Mary Webb), Jonathan ' (married Betty Snell, settled 
in East Bridgewater, and died at ninety years), 
Elijah * (married Rhoda Snell and resided in Easton), 
Josiah ^ (married Susannah Hay ward, of West Bridge- 
water), llornlio" (married Mrs. Thomas Howard, n^c 
Nye), Horatio F.' 

Horatio Copeland was a merchant and manufac- 
turer, and a stirring man of business. He was con- 
nected with cotton- manufacturing both in Easton, 
Mass., and in North Carolina, in which State ho was 
probably the first man to put in operation a cotton- 
gin. 

Dr. Copeland was fitted for college at Thotford 
(Yt.) Academy, and, afler studying medicine with 
that justly celebrated physician, Dr. Caleb Swan, of 
Easton, attended Harvard Medical College, where he 
was graduated in 1865. His country needing his ser- 
vices as an assistant surgeon, he received his degree 
in advance of the regular graduation, and at onco 
(January, 18G5) took the position of acting aissistant 
surgeon in the United States service, and was placed 
in charge of the post hospital at Bermuda Hundred, 
and also of the large smallpox hospital located at 
that post. Acquiring valuable experience, and doing 
faithful service, he remained until June of the same 
year, when he returned to Massachusetts, and located 
in the practice of his profession at South Abington, 
in which he has been constantly and successfully en- 
gaged. Ho is a member of the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society, and a diligent student and thoughtful 
observer of whatever transpires in the realm of medi- 
cine, keeping his knowledge fully to the front of the 
latest and approved medical discoveries, and thor- 
oughly and patiently investigating the pathology of 
various cases coming under his |)ersonal observation, 
and com{)ariug his conclusions with others. He has 
devoted himself to his profession, and stands high in 
the esteem of his medical brethren. 

Dr. Copeland has taken much interest in Free- 
masonry. Ho was admitted tx) the order in Rising 
Star Jitnlgc of Stcmghton, but is now connected 
with Puritan Ijodge, South Abington ; Pilgrim 
Chapter, Abington ; Old Colony Commandery, Abing- 
ton ; and Abington Council. Of this last-named 



organization ho was one of the constituent members, 
its second officer for three years, and its presiding 
officer four years. He is also a member of David A. 
Russell Post, No. 78, G. A. R. of South Abington ; 
and a Republican in politics. 

Dr. Copeland is in accord with the progressive 
clement of society ; has social qualities, and a win- 
ning geniality which attracts many friends, whom he 
retains by his outspoken frankness and sincerity, his 
broad and charitable opinions, and the strength of 
his adherence to his principles. Although young in 
years, he has built up a fine and lucrative practice, 
and is one of South Abington's most popular citisens. 



RBV. B. PORTER DYER. 

Rev. E. Porter Dyer, formerly for many years 
pastor of the Congregational Church at Shrewsbury, 
died at South Abington Tuesday, Aug. 22, 1882. 
Ho was born at South Abington Aug. 15, 1813, 
graduated at Brown University in 1833, in the class 
with Senator Anthony, of Rhode Island, and after- 
wards pursued a theological course at Andover. In 
1835 be began preaching at Stow, Middlesex Co., 
and established a Congregational Church there, which 
bocsimc the parent of two others in the neighborhood. 
He led the pastorate at Stow in 1846, and for a year 
was engaged in city missionary work at Boston. 
Under the auspices of the Home Missionary Society 
he then went to Hingham, where he established a 
Congregational Church, and secured the funds for 
building the meeting-house at Hingham Centre. He 
remained at Hingham sixteen years, where he greatly 
endeared himself to the people of the town. In the 
mean while be was instrumental in establishing a 
Congregational Church at Beachwood, in Scituate* 
In 18G4 he resigned the pastorate, and again under- 
took pioneer work at Winter Hill, in Somerville, 
where he founded the Broadway Congregational 
Church. Thus he was directly the founder of three 
Congregational Churches, and indirectly of three 
more. From Somerville he was called to the pastor- 
ate of the Congregational Church at Shrewsbury, 
where he remained seven or eight years, then leaving 
the pastoral work to return to his ancestral home, at 
South Abington. He did not abandon pulpit service, 
however, and until the summer of 1881 ho supplied 
one of the churches at Hanover, when his work was 
interrupted by a stroke of paralysis, which permanently 
disabled him. For the few months preceding his death 
he was confined to his room, though he retained his 



522 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



mental faculties UDcloudcd to the end. During his 
oarlj ministry ho was often actively engaged in re- 
vival work, and in most of the towns of Plymouth 
and Norfolk: Counties many Christian people have 
cause to remember him with gratitude. His life was 
one of hard and unremitting toil for his Master, and 
he has gone to find the reward of a faithful servant. 
Of his children who reached adult life, two have gone 
before him, — Mrs. Helen A. Lee, who, after a term 
of service among the freedmen of the South during 
the war, and immediately after her marriage, was lost 
at sea, and Mrs. Sarah £. Pierson, a missionary of the 
American Board, who died last winter at Pao-ting-fu, 
North China. The surviving children are Edward N. 
Dyer, engaged in educational and missionary work in 
the Sandwich Islands; Mrs. Henry M. Wyatt, of 
West Medford ; Mrs. J. F. Thomas, of Boston ; Mrs. 
Martha L. Ford, of West Medford ; and E. Porter 
Dyer, of Springfield. A descendant of a Pilgrim 
family, and brought up in conformity to the religious 
thought and life of the Old Colony, Mr. Dyer was a 
forcible preacher of the old school and very familiar 
with the Bible, which was always his chief religious 
teacher and guide. In middle life he was a frequent 
contributor to religious and other journals. IJc was 
also the author of two or three books for children 
and young people, and a metrical version of " Pil- 
grim's Progress," published by Lee & Shepard, in 
1869. 



WILLIAM P. OORTIIBLL. 
A history of South Abington, however brief, 
would be far from complete if no mention were made 
of Mr. William P. Corthell. He has served on the 
board of selectmen, with one ezoeption, every year 
since the incorporation of the town. In Abington 
he acted as a singularly able and impartial moderator 
at nearly all the regular and special town-meetings 
from May 5, 1848, to Deo. 8, 1874. From 1850 to 
1 855 he was on the boards of selectmen and asses- 
sors, and a member of the House of lleprescntatives 
in 1850 and 1853. As a special county commissioner 
he served one year, and as a county commissioner, 
fifteen years. Such a period of service is almost 
without panillcl, and shows the high degree of oonfi- 
dence that his fellow-citizens have placed in him. 



HON. HORAOB RBBD. 

The senator from the Second Plymouth District for 
the present legislative year (1883-84) is Hon. Horace 
Reed, of this town. He is a brother of Hon. Wil- 
liam L. Heed, and was born in Abington. Mr. llced 
was a member of the lower branch of the General 
Court in 1803-64; has served on the board of school 
committee of Abington, and was clerk in his brother's 
factory for twenty years. He was a member of the 
Committees on Drainage, Insurance, and Prisons 
during the last session of the L^slature. 



HISTORY or ROCKLAND. 



BT CHARLES F. MESBRVE, A.M. 



BoOKLAND, formerly a part of Abington, was in- 
oorpornto.d March 9, 1874. Ilnviiit; hnd a corpornto 
cxistciico for only a deoidc, Iter history must iicces- 
sarily be brief. Rockland is a busy manufacturing 
town. The streets are neat and well kept^ and have 
beautifully-shaded sidewalks, and the dwellings con- 
vey to the stranger the pleasing impression of comfort 
and neatness. There in a well -organized fire depart- 
niont, and a liberally patronized public library. 

The following were the town officers for the first 
year: Town Clerk, E. R. Studlcy: Treasurer and 
Collector, E. R. Studley ; Selectmen, Assessors, and 
Overseers of the Poor, E. R. Studley, J. C. Hebberd, 
J. W. Real ; School Committee, J. C. Gleason (three 
years), Martha Reed (two yeara), George H. Bates 
(one year) ; Auditors, Washingt<»n Heed, /ionns M. 
Lane, Isaiah Jenkins; Highway Surveyors, J. C. 
Ilebbord, J. W. JJcal, JoHcpli I'Vench ; Constables, 
George F. Wheeler, Owen Maguire, Joshua Crooker, 
David B. Torrey, J. W. Real, Ferdinand H. Pool, 
Samuel P. Keen, Willis Taylor ; Field-Drivers, Mi- 
chael Shannahan, Luther W. Turner, John Llewel- 
lyn, George P. Shaw ; Sealer of Weights and Meas- 
ures, Samuel T. Bliss ; Measurer of Wood and Bark, 
H. C. Totman ; Surveyor of Lumber, Albert Culver ; 
Fence- Viewers, George B. Clapp, Washington Reed, 
Richmond J. Lane ; Truant Officers, David Thomas, 
H. C. Totman ; Keeper of Lock-up, George F. 
Wheeler ; Chief Engineer of Fire Department, Jo- 
seph Merritt ; Representatives (Twelfth District), 
Dexter Grose, George W. Reed, of Abington. 

The business conducted by Messrs. French & Hall 
was est^iblished in 1881 by the present proprietors. 
Mr. French, twenty years previous to that, was en- 
gaged in the manufacture of boots and shoes. The 
special line of trade for which this house is celebrated 
is the manufacture of fine- and medium-grade liand- 
nnd nuichine-w^wod calf bootA and shoc^, a depart- 
ment in which it st^inds second t4) none for excellence 
and durability of this class of g(K)ds. The business 
premises occupied by Messrs. French & Hall cover a 



spacious area of twelve thousand square feet of flooring, 
the building being a four-story structure, of which they 
occupy the second, third, and fourth floors. On the 
first-mentioned floor is the office and packing-room ; 
the third floor is required for the cutting and stitching, 
and sole-leather department, while the fourth is devoted 
to bottoming. Seventy-five people, some of whom 
are expert workingmen^ find employment here, their 
production averaging over two hundred and filly pairs 
per day. The machinery with which the establish- 
ment is supplied is of a high degree of excellence, 
being of the latest improved pattern, and adds greatly 
to the perfection of the goods produced. In charge 
of the establishment is Mr. Joseph E. French, 
whose acquirements in his vocation are such as to in- 
sure the satisfactory transaction of all matters in his 
charge. Mr. Hall attends to all the selling of the 
goods, and is well known among the trade, having 
had some eight years' experience in this line. The 
number of cases of boots and shoes manufactured last 
year was two thousand six hundred, at the value of 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

Messrs. French & Hall have been identified with 
their vocation in Rockland for a number of years, 
during which time they have not only acquired a 
thorough and minute knowledge of their business, but 
have secured and maintained the respect and esteem 
of the community. Of the individual members of 
the firm, we may say that Mr. Joseph E. French is 
a native of Rockland, where he was born in 1838 ; 
while Mr. George W. Hall is originally from Roches- 
ter, in this State, his birth occurring in 1847, and 
resides at Abington. Their Boston office is located at 
No. 135 Summer Street. 

The afliuence of invention characteristic of the 
present age supplies in abundance new machines, new 
procosses, and new materials as rapidly as the never- 
ceasing demands for incroiused production, superior 
style and quality, and lessened cost of manufactured 
articles uecessitatcs them. To those outside a de- 
partment of industry who have merely noticed the 
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fuct that the gooda produced in it are more abundant, 
atyliah, and convenient than formerly, an acquaintance 
with the intricate machinery, methodical processes, 
and systematic division of labor now employed comes 
as a startling revelation. The production of any one 
of the most familiar objects of every -day use involves 
the assistance of numerous mechanical contrivances 
of which the grandparents of the present generation 
were wholly ignorant. The manufacture of paper 
boxes, for example, is an industry which has assumed 
immense proportions with the development of pro- 
duction in innumerable varieties of goods to which 
this form of package is appropriate. Among those 
manufacturers in this department who add greatly to 
the impetus of the trade we find the house of Messrs. 
F. E. Nesmith & Co. The business was established 
in 1883, by C. Littlefield & Co., who were succeeded 
a short time ago by the present proprietors. The 
premises occupied by them are situated on Church 
Street, and cover an area of one hundred and forty- 
five by forty-five feet, being a four-story structure, of 
which they occupy the first floor, where they carry on 
the manufacture of paper boxes of all dcHcriptions. 
The machinery with which the establishuient is 
equipped embraces every improvement or novel ad- 
vantage known to the trade, and adds greatly to the 
perfection of the goods produced as well as the rap- 
idity with which they are made. Employment is 
given to about forty skilled operatives, who turn out 
about five thousand boxes per day, or one million two 
hundred thousand per year. Messrs. F. E. Nesmith 
& Co. entered into the arena of trade competition 
after a long application to, and a thorough practical 
knowledge of, the art. Possessing as they do a most 
eligible location, combined with practical knowledge 
and business capacity, the trade is sure to increase 
and attain such a position as they so well deserve. 

Promoting the industrial thrid of Rockland by 
the employment of numerous artisans and others, 
and fostering a trade which extends throughout the 
country, the house of Messrs. R. J. Lane & Pratt is 
certainly entitled to mention in this work. Estab- 
lished in 1880, the firm was originally Lane & Chip- 
man, who began about that time the manufacture of 
boots and shoes, which title was succeeded by R. J. 
Lane & Pratt in August, 1883, which from that pe- 
riod has (under the caption title) been composed of 
R. J. Lane, formerly senior partner in the house of 
J. Lane & Son, and A. H. Pratt, who was connected 
with the old house of Lane & Chipman from its 
foundation in 1880. The plant now covers an area of 
one hundred and forty-four by forty-five feet, flanked 
with an L measuring seventy by thirty-five feet, 



being a four-story structure, of which they occupy the 
second, third, and fourth floors of the main building. 
Here we find the office, packing-room, and also tho 
cutting department on the second floor. On tlie third 
floor a large number of mechanics are employed in 
bottoming, and on the fourth floor skilled operatives 
are attending the stitching. One steam-engine of 
about twenty-five horse-power furnishes the necessary 
motive-power. This manufactory contains the latest 
improved machinery, and employment is given to 
some one hundred people during Uie whole year, their 
annual output amounting to one hundred thousand 
pairs, which, for quality and excellence, bear a high 
reputation among the trade. It is not surprising then 
that this well-known and firmly-established house 
should have attained the success it enjoys, and which 
the long experience of the proprietors in the business 
and their general liberal policy and integrity fully 
warrants a lengthened continuance. The individual 
members of the firm are both natives of Abington. 
Mr. Richmond J. Lane was bom in 1826, and Mr. 
Ash ton 11. Pratt in 1857. They have uniformly 
nuulo it a ruh) In oniphiy none hut skilliMl workmen, 
use nothing but the best stock, and the trade may 
dc)K!nd confidently upon .sc^curing from their cstab- 
lishment exactly what they desire. Their salesroom 
is at No. 127 Summer Street, Boston. The firm last 
year turned out four thousand twelve- pair cases, at a 
market value of one hundred and thirty thousand dol- 
lars. 

In mentioning the boot and shoe trade of Rock- 
land wo would not willingly omit reference to the 
house of Messrs. Arnold & Leatherbee, which has 
done no little to promote the prosperity and industrial 
thrifl of the community. Thb house was established 
in 1879, by Messrs. Arnold & Leatherbee, under the 
above title, both partners having had a previous ex- 
perience in the manufacturing business of a compre- 
hensive character. The preniiscs consist of a four- 
story structure, measuring thirty-two by sixty feet in 
dimensions, the first floor being retained for office and 
sole-leather; the second floor required as finbhiug- 
room and packing department ; on the third we find 
a force of skilled mechanics employed in cutting, 
fitting, and stitching; and the fourth is used for 
bottoming. Here one hundred hands are employed, 
who manufacture about two hundred pairs per day. 
In the blinds, and under the able management of this 
house, the business has been greatly enlarged during 
the period which they have controlled it, a trade 
having been established throughout the United States, 
which is annually on the increase. The manufacture 
of hand- and machine-sewed men*8 fine calf boots 
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Aiid rIioor w under the imnicdiatc Bupcrvision of Mr. 
ir. 1^ Arnold, the senior member of the firm, who, 
with an experience of many years, is known through- 
out the entire trade as an expert in his vocation. Mr. 
H. B. Arnold is a native of Rockland, and has 
reached the age of fifly-five years, while Mr. J. D. 
Leathcrboe is a native of Boston, where he was born 
in 1846. Their sales-room is located at No. 57 Lin- 
coln Street, Boston. Messrs. Arnold & Leatherbee 
were, for twelve years previous to their establishing 
themselves in business, in the employ of Mr. George 
B. Glapp, shoe manufacturer, the former as super- 
intendent, and the latter as book-keeper. They em- 
ploy one hundred hands, and manufacture three 
hundred pairs per day. 

An important business was established in 1870 by 
Messrs. Torrey & Gumey, a title which was sup- 
planted in 1879 by E. P. Torrey & Co., and in 
1883 changed to the present style, Torrey, Gurney 
k Co. T\\o. premises cover an area of fifly by thirty 
feet, flanked with an L measuring thirty-four by fif- 
teen feet in dimensions, being three stories in height. 
The first floor contains the office, packing-room, and 
stock of sole-leather, also the dressing and stitching 
department; the second floor is devoted to cutting 
and stitching, and the third floor is reserved for tree- 
ing and finishing. One ten horse-power engine and 
fifteen horse-power boilcT are rcfjuircd to move the 
machinery, which is of the latest and most improved 
style, while one hundred skilled operatives are given 
employment, who manufacture some two hundred 
pairs per day. The goods manufactured and turned 
out by Messrs. Torrey, Gurney & Co. hold the highest 
reputation in the market for quality and durability. 
The growth and prosperity of this house, though rapid, 
is only commensurate with the energy, good judgment, 
and superior advantages possessed by this firm, all uf 
which are sedulously employed in maintaining the 
character of their goods. The individual members of 
the firm are too well and widely known in this town, 
and by the general trade over the country, to demand 
|M«r8onal mention at our hands. Messrs. K. P. Tor- 
rey and Iji. S. Tirrell are natives of Abington, the 
former being fifty, and the latter fifty-four years of 
age. Mr. J. C. Gurney is a native of Hartford, Me., 
where he was born in 1833. Their sample- and sales- 
room is located at No. 107 Summer Street, Boston. 

In reviewing the several firms and individuals in 
the boot and shoe industry, we require no apology for 
referring to the firm of Messrs. W. E. Putnam & Co. 
as being clearly entitled to recognition in this history. 
This house was organized in 18G3, by the association 
of Messrs. W. E. Putnam and U. S. Jenkins, who 



entered into the manufacture of fine calf boots and 
shoes. The factory, a three-etory structure, occupies 
an area of two hundred and five by forty feet, the 
same being supplied with a twenty-five horse-power 
steam-engine which operates the machinery, all of 
which is particularly effiective and ingenious. Some 
two hundred skillful mechanics find occupation in this 
establishment, who turn out over five hundred pairs 
per day. This factory is equal in extent to any simi- 
lar concern in the State, and has become the centre 
from which radiates a trade extending from Maine to 
the Pacific slope, and from St. Paul to New Orleans. 
The first floor of this well-equipped factory is used as 
office- and packing-room, while a large foroe of arti- 
sans is attending to the finishing and dressing. On 
the second floor is a number of operatives conducting 
the fitting, cutting, and bottoming, and on the third 
floor bottoming and cutting is done. The factory is 
under the superintendence of Mr. W. H. Bates, and 
the goods made are mainly the finest hand-sewed, 
equaling in style the best Newark goods. 

Messrs. W. E. Putnam & Co. also have a large manu- 
factory at Cam pel lo. Always pursuing a policy em- 
bracing the cardinal elements of success, — the highest 
possible standard of goods produced at the lowest pos- 
sible price, — strict adherence to sound business princi- 
ples, and an indefatigable activity to ascertain the wants 
of the trade, the house of W. E. Putnam & Co. has 
created a demand for their manufactures throughout 
the country, and is regarded as one of the most re- 
liable and liberal manufacturing concerns. Mr. W. 
E. Putnam is a native of Dan vers, Mass., where he 
was born in 1837, and Mr. H. S. Jenkins claims 
Boston his native city, and has reached the age of 
forty-five years. As a firm, it is not too much to say 
of them, that in all attributes that lead to success and 
universsil consideration, Messrs. Putnam & Jenkins 
have been endowed to a remarkable degree. The 
location of their sample-room is at 122 Summer 
Street, Boston. 

To successfully achieve the desired result of turn- 
ing out the best description of work, it is essential 
that the manufacturer should avail himself of such im- 
provements as will more easily tend to accomplish his 
object. This more particularly applies to the manu- 
facturer of boots and shoes, as the large amount of 
rivalry and competition displayed by the different 
houses affords at once a market for any improvement 
that may tend to lessen the cost or better the produc- 
tion. In this connection we make mention of the 
establish men t of Mr. Jason Smith, of Rockland, 
manufacturer of Smith's patent sole-fitting and chan- 
neling machine. This is one of the best labor-saving 
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raacliines ever iutroduced. Some of the advanUges 
claiuicd for ibis maobine are that tbe cost of labor in 
Btock-fitting is reduced from fifty to seventy-five per 
cent., as one man can do tbe work of fVom two to 
four men. An active workman can round, channel, 
and groove in one day two thousand pairs. One great 
advantage in this machine is the saving of dies, which 
in one year alone will pay tbe cost of the machine. 

A prominent manufacturer states that this machine 
has " saved more than three-fourths the expense of 
dies," and that they *^ find iron patterns more con- 
venient to handle and easier to change." 

This bouse was established in 1878 by Messrs. G. 
T. Stetson and J. Smith, under which title it was 
known till 1879, when by the retirement of Mr. C. T. 
Stetson the style and status changed to that at present 
employed. The premises occupied by Mr. Smith 
consist of a three-story structure, covering an area of 
fifly-five by twenty-seven feet, of which he occupies 
two floors, which are equipped with the most perfect 
machinery and mechanical appliances. 

A native of Maine, where he was born in 1842, 
Mr. Smith has been prominent in promoting tbe in- 
dustrial and commercial interests of Rockland, and 
occupies an esteemed position in the consideration of 
this community. 

In reference to the boot and shoe business trans- 
acted in Rockland we have particular occasion to note 
the house of Z. M. & E. Lane as being more than 
usually prominent for the enterprise and energy with 
which its operations are conducted. When Mr. J. 
Lane established his business, in 1884, his capital 
was small, and his resources consequently limited. 
Being a practical mechanic, however, and perfectly 
familiar with his work in every department, he made 
it his object to excel, and the superiority of his work 
became so well known as to lead to a trade which 
gradually increased from year to year. In 1855 he 
admitted his two sons, R. J. and Z. M. lianu, to an 
interest in the concern, and the business was carried 
on under the style of J. Lane & Sons till 1879, when 
tbe present firm succeeded to the plant. To the 
manufacture of fine boots and shoes the attention of 
the firm is mainly directed, and tbe facilities enjoyed 
for the production of this class of goods are simply 
unrivaled. The factory is a large four-story building, 
covering an area of one hundred and fifty-eight by 
one hundred and ten feet, supplied with all the mod- 
ern mechanical appliances requisite for the perfection 
of first-class work. Two hundred and twenty-five 
experienced mechanics are employed in tbe several 
departments, who turn out some seventy-five cases 
per day. In point of durability, style, and finish, 



these goods compare most favorably with the similar 
products of other makers, and have a steady and 
widely-extended demand. Both members of the firm 
are natives of Rockland, and were bom in that town, — 
Mr. Zenas M. Lane in 1828, and Mr. Everett Lane In 
1836, — both having been actively identified here with 
the interests and industries of this community. This 
firm produces annually about nine thousand cases, at 
a value of three hundred thousand dollars. 

Among the many houses engaged in the trade in 
Rockland that are worthy of mention is the house of 
Mr. G. W. Torrey. He is a manufacturer of fine 
calf boots and shoes, of which he makes as fine an 
assortment as can be obtained in any similar con- 
cern. This cstablislinient vtiin originated by C. W. 
Torrey and T. P. Yopng in 1858. They conducted 
the business until 1800, when the latter retired, and 
the title of tbe firm changed to its present title. The 
premises consist of a four-story structure, covering 
an area of thirty-five by one hundred and seventeen 
feet. Here, in various departments of the works, 
are employed one hundred and fifty hands, many of 
whom are expert mechanics, all being adroit in their 
respective duties, who turn out fifty dozen pairs per 
day. All the latcHt and most improved machinery, 
propelled by a lifteen horse-power steam-engine, are 
to be found here. In all respects this establishment 
occupies a leading position in the market, not only 
with regard to the superiority of its goods, but is also 
equally conspicuous for the enterprise of its policy 
and the liberality and promptness with which all its 
dealings arc conducted. Mr. G. W. Torrey is a native 
of Rockland, where he was born in 1831, and bears 
a high reputation among his many friends and cus- 
tomers. 

In describing the various manufacturers of Rock- 
land we are not likely to overlook the establishment 
of Mr. G. H. Warfield, which is deserving of more 
than limited (umsideration. Kor nmny years Mr. 
Warfield has been well and favorably known in Rook- 
land as a practical and skillful machinbt, and the 
work turned out from his establishment has long been 
recognized by the trade as first-class in every respect 
This house was established in 1881 by Mr. Warfield, 
and during this period he has been continually en- 
gaged in mechanical pursuits, until his name and 
reputation as a machinist have beeouio widespread 
throughout this State. The premises consist of a 
four-story structure, of which be occupies part of the 
first floor, well equipped throughout, including two 
turning-lathes, two polishing-lathes, and a forge. The 
business done by Mr. Warfield is varied and exten- 
sive, embracing many specialties. He is a manufac- 
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iarer of shoe Diaohinery, together with all kinds of 
rc|iair8 mid general machine work to order, etc. lie 
employs assistants, who are also skillful mechanics, 
and is prepared to execute all work in his line not 
only promptly, but with that intelligent apprehension 
that makes his service so highly appreciated. Mr. 
G. II. Warfield is a native of Blackstone, this State, 
where he was born in 1842. 

We have already commented at such length upon 
the important place that the boot and shoe manufac- 
ture holds in New England, and especially in Massa- 
chusetts, that any such remarks in connection with 
the house to which we invite the rcadcr^s attention 
in this article might well he dcicuHHl stiperfluous. 
The house of Mr. K. T. JIarvell was CHtabllKhcd in 
1874, and ho has been idcntilied with llocklund and 
its industries for a number of years. All the latest 
and most improved machinery is to be found here to 
facilitate the work of seven ty-Qvc skilled artisans, 
who manufacture about one hundred pairs per day. 
All gomls arc gotten up for eonilbrt and durability, the 
stock being the best and the workmanship all that 
can bo desired. Mr. JO. T. Ilarvcll is u native of 
South Weymouth, where he was born, in 1842, and 
has had an experience of fideen years in this indus- 
try. In the liveliest season Mr. Ilarvell employs 
eighty hands, and last year shipped two thousand 
five hundred cases. 

T. Donovan commenced the manufacture of boots 
and shoes in Rockland in 1877, and employs from 
twelve to twenty hands. 

The business of Burrell, Houghton & Co. was es- 
tablished by L. J. Loud and B. A. Burrell, in De- 
cember, 1872, under the firm-name of Loud & Bur- 
rell. At the end of two and a half years Burrell 
purchased of Mr. Loud his interest in the business, 
when the style was changed to B. A. Burrell & Co. 
Under this style it continued until Julyj 1878, when 
it took the present style of Burrell, Houghton & Co. 
Value of annual product, three hundred thousand 
dollars. 

J. S. Turner. This business was established in 
September, 1805, under the firm-name of Studley & 
Turner. In 1873, Mr. Studley met his death by 
a sad accident. Since 1873 the business has been 
conducted under the firm-name of J. S. Turner. 
The number of hands employed when running full is 
from two hundred to two hundred and fifty. Value 
of annual product, three hundred and thirty thousand 
dollars. 

J. II. Locke & Co. commenced business in Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., in the summer of 1874, and subse- 
quently removed to Rockland. They employ about a 



dozen hands. They do a business of about sixty-five 
thoustind dollars annually. 

A. W. Perry manufactures boots and shoes amount- 
ing to one hundred and thirty thousand dollars annu- 
ally. 

E. T. Wright, on Webster Street, and G. E. Lane, 
on Linden Street, have also built up a considerable 
business in the manufacturing of boots and shoes. 

M. McDevitt*s bakery is a representative institution 
of the town. It employs about thirty persons, and 
the value of the annual product amounts to about 
eighty thousand dollars. 

The business done by Messrs. Culver, Phillips & 
Co. is so largo that it is deserving of mention. It 
was established in 1871 under the firm-name of A. 
Culver & Co., and so continued until 1879, when the 
firm assumed the present name. Last year the sales 
of coal amounted to eight thousand tons, and the 
aggregate sales of coal, lumber, grain, flour, hay, etc., 
for the same period of time, footed up two hundred 
and twenty-five thon.sand dollars. A business of eighty 
tluiusnnd dollars was done the first year it was ostab- 
lislicd. Mr. Culver was for many years book-keeper 
for Jenkins Lane & Son, and is at present treasurer 
of the Hanover Branch Railway Company. 

In addition to the above there are also other minor 
manufacturing establishments in this town, consti- 
tuting in all an industrial centre of no inconsiderable 
importance. 

The following are the names of present voters who 
have lived in Abington and Rockland a half-century 



or more : 



Jacob S. Amos. 
Briggs Arnold. 
Exra Arnold. 
Rxrn D. Arnold. 
Jlonry l\. Arnold. 
WniUm D. Arnold. 
Horatio Bnker. 
Robert Bass. 
David Beal. 
Franklin Beat. 
Nathan A. Uoal. 
Nathaniel Boal. 
Benjamin F. Brooks. 
Bradford T. Brooks. 
Alfred Brown. 
Adna Burrell. 
Bepjamin Burrell. 
Charles M. Burrell. 
Klias A. Burrell. 
Ilarvoy C. Burrell. 
.John Burrell. 
John Burrell (2d). 
Taioius A. Burrell. 
8cth Chandler. 
Edmund B. Curtis. 



Joshua Curtis. 
Leander Curtis. 
Brainard Cushing. 
Daris Cushing. 
Urban W. Cushing. 
William 8. Cushing. 
Zattu Cushing. 
Charles U. Dill. 
Joseph Dill. 
Josiah K. Fuller. 
James C. Gardner. 
Washington Gardner. 
William II. Gumoy. 
Darid Hammond. 
Albert Uobart 
John nobart. 
Darid Ilolbrook. 
Dexter Ilelbrook. 
Quiney Ilolbrook. 
Quinoy Ilolbrook (2d), 
lliohard Ilolbrook. 
Turner H. Uolbrook. 
Darid Hunt. 
David F. Hunt. 
Gilbert Hunt. 
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Reaben Hunt. 
WilliMn Hunt. 
Darld Jaoobf. 
ZeoM Jonkint. 
Albert JiMie. 
Blbridgo Lmi«. 
M»Fih»ll Lane. 
Riohmond J. Lane. 
Silaa Lane. 
Theron Lane. 
Thomas Lane. 
Warren Lane. 
Zenas M. Lano. 
Reuben Loud. 
Samuel V. Loud. 
George Lorewell. 
Daniel Lorewell. 
QustaTUB Mann. 
Jotiab Mann. 
Lewis A. Nash. 
Stephen Payne. 
Gideon B. Phillips. 
Gyrus Pool. 
Dayid S. Pool. 
John G. Pool. 
Ludo A. Pool. 
Ljsander Pool. 
William Pool. 
James N. Pratt. 
Henry H. Proutj. 
Amos S. Reed. 
Dexter Reed. 



Theodore Reed. 
William T. Reed, 
llmekley Shaw. 
Augustus B. Shaw. 
Blljah Shaw. 
Jefferson Shaw. 
Melvin Shaw. 
Dana Smith. 
Franklin Smith. 
Nathaniel R. Smith. 
Samuel W. Somers. 
Josiah Soule. 
Stephen Standish. 
Austin Studley. 
Reui>en Studley. 
William A. Studley. 
David Thomas. 
Ariooh Thompson. 
Samuel Y. Thompson. 
Bdwin S. Tirrell. 
Gharles W. Torrey. 
David Torrey. 
Bdward P. Torrey. 
Noah B. Turner. 
Blbridge Y. Wheeler. 
George F. Wheeler. 
John W. Wheeler. 
Leonard Whiting. 
Stophen Whiting. 
John Wilkes. 
Warren Wilkes. 



The teachers of Rockland are as follows: G. F. 
Meserve, M. M. O'Brien, Abbie E. Ferris, high 
school ; 0. B. Collins, William F. Nichols, Hulda B. 
Lond, Emma F. Poole, grammar school ; Fidelia A. 
VjSioHy Ella A. Evorson, W. W. Wiiwhiw, Sara A. 
Mcllvein, Alice E. Newhall, Effie Beal, intermediate ; 
Alice Holbrook, Central Street; Maria Jenkins, Mary 
P. Shaw, Clara A. Snow, Carrie Hughes, Marj D. 
Dunbar, Jennie Mcllvene, Mary D. LanlE, primary. 

The physicians at present practicing in Rockland 
are J. C Gleasou, medical examiner, C. S. Millett, 
Dr. Southgate, Mrs. Dr. Winslow, Dr. Beamish, and 
Dr. Forrest. 

The receipts at the post>office the past year amounted 
to $3140.85. 

In 1860, Mr. William Douglas opened a periodical 
store. At this time he sold scarcely one hundred 
papers a day. From this small beginning his busi- 
ness has greatly increased, until now he averages six 
hundred a day, four hundred of which are dailies. 

List of women in the town of Rockland qualified 
to vote in the election of school committee, as made 
out by the selectmen, March 3, 1884 : 



Sarah B. Bird.* 
Bmma L. Bearoe. 
Mary R. Burrell.* 
Lydia F. Baker.* 



Mary L. Burrell.* 
Susanna P. Baboook. 
liobecoa T. Collins.* 
Angella W. Collins.* 



Mary D. Crowell. 
Sarah A. Don bain.* 
Mary D. Dnnbar.* 
Bmma Dawes. 
Fidelia A. Ksles. 
Bllen M. Freneh. 
Amanda M. Qardner.* 
Angelina 0. Gardner. 
Anna G. Qardner. 
Sarah E. Harper.* 
BeUey A. Hloks.* 
Isabella B. Hill.* 
Emily R. Holbrook. 
Lydia J. Holbrook.* 
MariesU D. Howland. 
Julia Holbrook.* 
Mary R. Jenkins.* 
Hulda B. Loud.* 
Maria F. Lowell. 



Sarah F. Meader.* 
Abbie M. Mesorvo.* 
Malina Moore.* 
OharloUe II. Mann.* 
llosuiuud 8. Poolo. 
Hannah J. Paekard. 
Bmma F. Poole.* 
Julia Payne. 
Martha Reed.* 
Anna Reed.* 
Arabella Torrey.* 
Kmeline D. Tirrell.* 
Harriet Turner.* 
Mary A. Woodsiim.* 
Susan Wheeler.* 
Mary L. Smith. 
Sarah Shaw. 
BeUey C. Shaw.* 
Mary P. Shaw.* 



Those marked with an asterisk (*) roted at the last eleetloB 
for sohool oommiltoe. 

Hartsuff Post, No. 74, 0. A. &., was chartered 
Jan. 11, 1869, upon application of Gharies L. Rice, 
Josiah Soule, Jr., Wesley Oumey, B. Y. Bennett, 
Nelson Lowell, Elijah Thompson, George H. Hunt, 
Nathan A. Beal, Josiah W. Lane, and Joel Crowell, 
they being authorixcd by department headquarters to 
form an encampment. 

At ihe firKt mooting a lurgo numbiT made applica- 
tion for admission to membership, and there has been 
a steady increase until there have been mustered two 
hundred soldiers and sailors from all branches of the 
service, both the army and navy, though the larger 
number of recruits came from the Third, TwelfUi, 
Thirty-iuglitli, Ftnty tliinl, and Sixtieth ]U>giniiints of 
Infantry. 

The first officers chosen wore Charles L. Rice, C. ; 
Josiah Soule, Jr., 8. V. C. ; John H. Harper, J. V. 
C. ; George H. Hunt, Adjt ; J. S. Gray, Q.M. ; 
Wesley Gumey, Q.M.-Sergt.; H. H. Reed, Sergt.- 
Maj., who were installed Jan. 18, 1869, by Capt. C. 
W. Thompson, assistant adjutant-general of the de- 
partment. 

The name of Hartsuff Post 74 was adopted in 
honor of Gen. George L. Hartsuff, who commanded 
the brigade to which the Twelfth Massachusetts be- 
longed. He was a West Point graduate and had 
served in the rq!;ular army in the Florida war, a brave 
officer, and one who won the respect and love of all 
under his command. 

From the formation of the encampment it has been 
the endeavor of the comrades to carry out the three 
grand principles of the order, fraternity, charity, and 
loyalty, particularly the two former, as a glance at 
the figures furnished by the relief committee will 
show. 

The total receipts have been seven thousand dollars, 
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tnx thoiumnd of which hns been careful ly expended in 
rendering nssistnncc to Koldicrs and 8nih>r8, whether 
nicnibcis of the order or not, in their hour of sick- 
ness or distress, and in caring for their families when 
necessary until they were self-supporting. 

This relief- fund has been raised from time to time 
by holding fairs and enlcrtainmenlH, and in this con- 
nection too much praise cannot bo given to the citi- 
zens of Hocklaiid, who have ever taken a lively inter- 
est in the organisation, and have heanily supported 
every enterprise which would add to the relief-fund. 

The ladies have also been earnest workers in the 
cauFe, forming themselves into a Grand Army Sewing 
Circle, which htis been of great benefit socially and 
financially to tho |Mmt. First and foremost in every 
good work, in this they have been especially active. 

Since 1869 death has often visited their ranks, and 
some twenty-two comrades have been called by the 
great Captain to be mustered into the ranks of the 
higher encampment. The roster is as follows : 

Died 

Otilcon ]). PhillipR Aug. 2U, 1800. 

CA|>t. Joiiali 8oulo, Jr Got. 5, 1870. 

Jainee B. Btudloy April 24, 1873. 

John A. JobotfOD May 10, 1875. 

Zenas Smith Aug. 28, 1875. 

John G. Ilebbord Feb. 1, 1870. 

Nonh Prconinn Fob. 25, 1870. 

Walter M. Ueal June 10, 1870. 

Charles P. BIy Jnn. 28, 1877. 

Elijah Elites April 15, 1877. 

Palrick Donoviin Juno 20, IH77. 

Jerome Shaw Jan. 14, 1878. 

Wosiey (iurney March 30, 1878. 

Henry Warner Mny 27, 1878. 

I#canilcr Torroy April 8, IK70. 

Lemuel Jenkins Aug. 12, 1880. 

Herbert M. Load Fob. 14, 1881. 

Albert Smith April 12, 1881. 

Reuben L. Baker Jan. 12, 1882. 

Nathan 8. Jenkins^ April 8, 1882. 

R. J. Hughes May 20, 1882. 

George W. Stoddard Sept. 12, 1882. 

It is a sad thought connected with the order that 
sooner or later it must of necessity become extinct 
As the comrades gather each year to strew those 
flowers of affection on their dead comrades* graves, 
they are reminded by the increasing number of those 
little flags, so significant in their meaning, that they 
too will soon be called to the encampment of the 
great Commander, but if by their example the observ- 
anoe of Decoration-day be fully cstablibhed, the Grand 
Army will have accomplished a work which shall be 
felt for all coming time, for a purer patriotism and 
stronger devotion to country must be the result of 
such observance. 

The present officers arc as follows: Isaac Hopkins, 

0.; A. II. Baker, S. V. C; Charles II. French, 

J. V. C; J. II. Harper, Q.M.j W. E. Foster, 

Q.M.-Sergt. ; J. Looby, adjt. ; George II. Hunt, 
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Chapl. ; L. A. Swaine, Segt.-Maj. ; Silas Ournoy, 
Surg. 

Some of the members of the post have a realizing 
sense of the horrors of Andersonville, Florence, Libby 
Prison, and Belle Isle, among whom were Comrades 
John II. Har{)er, Darius Everson, and John Avery, 
who rt^inained in Anderscmvillo ten, six, and eleven 
months respectively. It is a subject, even now, upon 
which they do not care to talk, their lives being 
saved only as by a miracle, so exhausted and emaci- 
ated were they by the inhuman treatment there re- 
ceived. Others were confined at different prisons, 
but were fortunately paroled after a short confine- 
ment. 

The St. Alphonsus Total Abstinence and Benev- 
olent Society. — On Nov. 26, 187U, a meeting of 
those interested in the formation of a Catholic Total 
Abstinence Society was called to meet in St. Bridget's 
Church, Abington. About two hundred and fifly 
persons responded, and, as a result, tho above-named 
society was formally organized on Deo. 4, 1870. At 
this time the Catholic parish of Abington included 
what are now the towns of Abington, South Abing- 
ton, and Rockland, and although but a small propor- 
tion of the members belonged in Abington, it was 
deemed best to hold the meetings monthly in the old 
town house, and at an early date we find it recorded 
that a vote of thanks be extended to the town officers 
for the free use of that edifice. It was not a great 
while before it was found difficult to get tho members 
together from such great distances, and a flcr struggling 
along for about five years it was decided to remove to 
Rockland, where rooms were secured in the Union 
Company^s building, and aAer meeting there for a 
year they removed to the old hotel, where the society 
opened a reading-room and gymnasium, where they 
remained until it was found necessary to remove the 
building to make way for the new church which was 
afterwards built on that site. 

It was now decided to build a hall to meet the in- 
creasing demands of the society, and after becoming 
incorporated, Juno 30, 1882, the erection of their 
present hall was commenced. 

Teni|>erance Hall, which was opened to the public 
Thanksgiving-day, 1882, is situated on the east side 
of Union Street, only a few rods north of the depot. 
The fir»t floor is occupied by tho members as a read- 
ing room, and also as a place of social enjoyment, 
where all kinds of innocent amusements are always 
in order. Adjoining tho first room on this floor, and 
connected with it by folding-doors, is the gymnasium, 
which is fitted up with all the latest appliances for 
physical culture. On the upper floor, which is reached 
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by two flights of stairs situated on the right and loft 
of the front entrance, is the main hall, seventy by 
forty-five feet, and a seating capacity of five hundred, 
with a splendid stage, anterooms, etc., which is used 
by the society for lectures, meetings, and sociables. 
The society is at present in a flourishing condition, 
having one hundred and fifty members on the roll, all 
interested in carrying out the objects for which the 
society was incorporated, — ** The Promotion of Tem- 
perance in this Cummonwealth and Charity and Be- 
nevolence amongst its Members." 

Hatherly Lodge, No. 699, K. of H., was insti- 
tuted July 16, 1877, by C. II. Eaton, agent for Su- 
preme Lodge. Charter members : Leonard Whiting, 
W. B. Studley, William Douglas, R W. Whiting, 
J. S. Poole, C. A. Townsend, J. C. Gleason, M.D., 
George H. Ryder, W. G. Bh1I,0. K. Donluim, L. W. 
Easton, G. C. Sherman, Daniel Purcell, C. W. Mit- 
chell, Isaac Hopkins, M. V. B. Brock, Leandcr Tor- 
rey, Albert Culver, A. F. Kelley, Rev. A. W. West- 
gate. C. L. Rice, John Mann, Jr., Gideon Studley, 
Jr. Lost by death and otherwise, five; present 
number of members, sixty-two. OfiicerH: J. liooby, 
D. ; C. A. Townsend, Treas. ; C. W. Mitchell, R. ; 
L. W. Easton, F. R. 

Rockland Encampment, No. 55, 1. 0. 0. F., was 
instituted March 2, 1883, by E. Bentley Young, 
Grand Patriarch. Charter members (and first board 
of elective oflicers): Albert J. Meader, C. P.; Lu- 
ther W. Easton, H. P. ; Charles W. Mitchell, S. W. ; 
Henry E. Fuller, S. ; Ijconard Whiting, Treas. ; 
Charles H. Lane, J. W. Present number of mem- 
bers, fifly-two. Present board of elective officers: 
A. C. Duncan, C. P. ; J. L. Burrell, S. W. ; A. W. 
Clapp, Treas. ; William W. Curtis, H. P. ; S. A. Hunt, 
8. ; A. Josselyn, F. S. ; J. Looby, J. W. 

Standish Lodge, No. 177, L 0. 0. P., was insti- 
tuted Oct. 6, 1876, by Horace W. Stickney, Grand 
Master. Charter members: J. C. GleuHtm, M.I)., 
C. W. Mitchell, I^nard Whiting, P. R. Curtis, C. K. 
Witherell, C. A. Townsend, W. F. Hunt, D. H. Ever- 
son, N. B. Ellis, E. W. Whiting, Leander Torrey, 
J. H. Harper, George C. Soule, Henry M. Wade, 
Jeremiah Looby, W. H. Ilebbard, C. A. Hebbard, 
S. D. Whiting, W. C. Curtis. Lost by death and 
otherwise, six ; present number of members, eighty- 
eight. Elective officers : II. T. Smith, N. G. ; G. E. 
Donham, R. Sec. ; W. F. Hunt, V. G. ; J. B. Hersey, 
Treas. ; Daniel Purcell, Per. Sec. 

The East Abington Savings-Bank was incor- 
porated in March, 1868. The original members were 
Sumner Shaw, Franklin Poole,'*' Washington Reed,* 
Charles H. Dill (2d), James M. Underwood,'*' Gideon 



Studley,* J. J. Rates, Elijah Shaw, Charles W. Tor- 
rey, Ijcvi Reed,* R. J. Lane, Zenas M. Jjano, Auum 
S. Reed, Isaiah Jenkins,* Alonxo Ijane, Ijoouard Blan- 
chard, O«orge B. Clapp, Brainerd Gushing, Mioah H. 
Poole,* Zenas Jenkins, Josiah Soule, Jr.,* Walter B. 
Studley, E. R. Studley, Jenkins Lane,* S. H. Dawes,* 
David Torrey, E. P. Torrey, Henry B. Arnold, Cor- 
nelius Daly, Van Buren Grover, Cyrus Poole, Edwin 
W. Whiting, Abner Curtis,* Joseph Perry. 

Those marked with a * have since deceased. 

At the first meeting, held May 11, 1868, Sumner 
Shaw was chosen president, Richmond J. Ijano was 
chosen vice-president, and Zenas Jenkins was ap- 
pointed treasurer, and the bank was opened for de- 
posits on the 23d of May, 18(>8, at the niilroad sta- 
tion, Mr. Jenkins being then station agent. This 
arniiigcmoiit continued till October, 1869, when Mr. 
Jenkins resigned au treasurer, and Walter B. Studley 
succeeded him, and the bank was moved to Mr. Stud- 
ley's store. The deposits at this time were about 
forty eight thousand dollars. In 1872, Richmond J. 
Lane succeeded Mr. Shaw as president, and Franklin 
Poole became vice-pret»idont. Mr. Poole continued in 
his office until his death. Mr. Ijane still continues as 
president. 

The incorporation of Rockland in 1874 led to a 
change in the name of the bank. This was done by 
an act of the Legislature, passed Feb. 11, 1875. 

Another change in the office of treasurer was 
made in April, 1876. Mr. W. B. Studley having 
nwigncd, E. H. Studley was ap|N)inted in his place 
and the bunk took a room in Underwood block, where 
it has remained since. The bank has had a steady 
growth, and at present has a deposit account. of four 
hundred and twenty-six thousand dollars. 

An effi)rt to establish a church in East Abington 
(Rockland) was made in 1726. Between that date 
and 1812 several attempts were made to the same 
end, but were defeated through the opfMisition of the 
town. When, however, the South Parish had been 
successful in being set off (1807), and Rev. Samuel 
Niles, pastor of the First Church, had been laid aside 
by paralysis, it was felt that the time for sucoeas had 
come. A number therefore gathered on Fast-day, 
1812, and determined to go forward to the establish- 
ment of the Third Church of Abington. The place 
of this gathering was then a rocky pasture, surrounded 
by woods, now the most central and thickly-settled 
portion of the town. The next July, on this spot, 
were laid the foundations of a church edifice. 

Congregational Church. — 1813 was a notable 
year in the history of the chui*ch. August 27th it 
was organized. The organisation took place in a 
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private house, and the new body consisted of four- 
teen members. August 28ih it was voted to call a 
pastor, and Rev. L. W. Colburn was chosen. Octo- 
ber 27th the meeting-house was dedicated, and the 
first pastor inducted into his sacred office. 

The day after the church was organised a meeting 
was held, at which it was voted to call Rev. Samuel 
W. Colburn. He accepted, and was installed the 
day of the dedication, 27th of October, 1813. Mr. 
Colburn*s ministry here closed March 31, 1830. 

Dec 24, 1830, a call was extended to Rev. Lucius 
Aldcu. Afler an active pastorate of nearly two years 
Mr. Alden was installed, Dec. 5, 1832. His labors in 
this place closed June 27, 1843. On the llth of 
Dccoml>cr, 1843, it wan voted to invite Mr. [I. J). 
Walker to the pastonite. The ordination took place 
Feb. 15, 1844, and Mr. Walker *8 work as pastor was 
terminated Oct. 31, 1867. During the next eight 
years the church was without a settled pastor. 

Rev. Jesse H. Jones was acting pastor about two 
years. Rev. Cyrus Wallace, D.D., about the same 
length of time, and Rev. Joseph Cook nearly a year. 

Oct. 5, 1875, lUw. A. W. Westgnto was instalh^l 
pastor, and continued in that position until October, 
1871). 

Rev. L. Z. Ferris began that same month to sup- 
ply the pulpit, and was installed as pastor June 24, 
1 880. 

During the p«Htoral.e of Jlev. Mr. (Jolburn — the 
"years of foundation" — thirty- four niemherH united 
with the church. In the thirteen yeurn of Uev. Mr. 
Aldcn^s ministry more than a hundred were added, 
of whom about forty were received in 1832. The 
acccHsion while Rev. Mr. Walker was pastor was one 
hundred and cighty-three. Seventy persons united 
with the church in 1857. 

During the time the church was without a settled 
[lastor ninety-seven came into its communion. 

Under Rev. Mr. Westgate's pastoral care about 
forty became members. 

Tho number of members the first Sabbath of 1884 
was two hundn^d and sixty. 

During this increiu'c in numbers changes had been 
made in various directions. The first house of wor- 
ship was enlarged and greatly improved in 1837; 
but at the end of another twenty years this house 
was removed, and (1857) the present spacious struc- 
tore was erected. 

The charitable contributions have increased as the 
years have passed, and in 1883 were nearly thirteen 
hundred dollars. This same year the expenses 
amounted to two thousand four hundred dollars, 
while a debt which had been accumulating for several 



decades, and amounting to two thousand two hundred 
dollars, was wiped away. 

The Sabbath -school, of which the senior deacon of 
the church, R. J. Lane, Hlsq., has been superin- 
tendent more than twenty years, numbered, in the 
aggregate, Jan. 1, 1884, two hundred and eighty- 
three. And it may be said, in closing, that this year 
(1883) has also been marked in its accessions to the 
number of the church, especially from the Sabbath- 
school. 

Methodist Episcopal Church. — The First Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of Rockland, then East Abing- 
ton, was built in 1832, through the efforts of Rev. 
John Bailey, who served as pastor at that time. It 
was situated on the north side of Webster Street, near 
the Hanover line. The membership consisted of 
seven persons. The first Methodist sermon in this 
town of which there is any record was preached by 
Rev. John Adams, in tho house of David Cushing, 
in 1824. 

" Father" Cushing, as he was familiarly known, 
may be considered tho father of Methodism w whtt it 
now known as Roekhmd. flo wiM iutnrnftM M IWfi^ 
at Truro camp-meeting, and on his relMfn i»€e9t9ps4 
Rev. Samuel Thompkins and Rev. William R. 8Um$ 
to preach in East Abington twice a month. TMr 
labors were followed by others, but the first regakr**^^ 
pastorate was in 1830-33, by Rev. John Bailey/ 
In 1833-34, Rev. Thomas Gile was tho stationed 
prcuehcr. About this time East Abington and East 
Randolph were formed into a ''circuit." 

In 1834-36, Rev. Richard Livesey was appointed 
by Conference, and during his pastorate East Abing- 
ton again became an independent charge. 

In 1836-37, Rev. E. B. Bradford was pastor. 

Rev. George W. Bates, pastor in 1837-38, reported 
a membership of eighty five, the largest membership 
ever reported in the history of this church. 

In 1838-39, East Abington and Pembroke were 
united in a "circuit," with Rev. Andrew J. Cope- 
land preacher in charge. 

In 1839-40, Rev. Increase Bigclow was appointed 
to the charge. 

in 1840-41, Rev. Otis Wilder served the church, 
and was followed by Rev. Nathan Rice, who closed 
his pastorate in 1843. 

In 184.3-44 the charge was without a regular 
pastor. Rev. S. G. Usher served from 1844-45. 

Then followed an interval of fourteen years in 
which no preacher was appointed; but the society 
was served irregularly by those who were available. 
During this interval the church building was con- 
sumed by fire. 
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In 1859 the church entered apon what may be 
oallod iu second epoch, in what in known an the " Old 
Congregational Church," furnished by Abner Curtis. 
Rev. Henry D. llobinson, pastor at this time, reported 
a membership of sixteen. 

Rev. Joseph Marsh served the people in 1800-62. 
The church again entered upon a period of reverses, 
and no preacher was appointed by Conference for a 
number of years; but, true to the genius of Meth- 
odism, the church again revived, and in 1871-72 
the present church building was erected at a cost of 
nine thousand dollars, of which five thousand five 
hundred dollars were paid at the time. 

Rev. C. S. Nulter, of the Boston University School 
of Theology, served the church at this time. 

In 1872-75, Rev. George H. Bates was appointed 
to the charge, and during his pastorate Amrtccn hun- 
dred and forty-five dollars were paid on the debt. 

Rev. George T. Oliver, a student of the Boston 
University School of Theology, served the church in 
1875-76. 

Rev. W. F. Steele was appointed to. the charge in 
1876-77, and was succeeded by Rev. S. H. Day, who 
served till 1878. 

Rev. Oliver A. Curtis, a student of the Boston 
University School of Theology, was appointed to the 
charge in 1878-80. 

Rev. R. E. Buckey, a student from the same insti- 
tution, served the church from 1880-81, and was 
succeeded by Rev. S. F. Harriman iu 1881-82. 

Rev. George H. Trever, also a student of the 
School of Theology, was appointed to the charge in 
1882-83, who was succeeded by Rev. W. E. Kugler. 

In 188-1, the present year. Rev. E. N. Kirby was 
appointed pastor of the church. It is confidently 
expected that within a few months the old debt of 
two thousand dollars will be paid, as a large part of 
it, early in the year, has already been subscribed. 
Then it is hoped the church will enter upon its period 
of greatest usefulness. 

Baptist Church. — Early in the year 1854 the 
Baptibts of East Abington and vicinity began to meet 
for public worship in a hall which they engaged for 
the purpose. Through the influence and offered as- 
sistance of Deacon George W. Chipman, of listen, 
the Baptists of the town organized on May 1, 1854, 
a church to be called the ** East Abington Baptist 
Church.*' The church at the time of its organization 
numbered twenty-two members. Rev. Horace T. 
Love was the first pastor of the little flock, and 
during his short pastorate of less than one year and 
a half the church more than doubled. A council 
called by the newly -organized body recognized it as a 



regularly-constituted Baptist Church. The growth 
of the church was ho vigonniH that at the annual 
meeting held March 13, 1855, it was voI(hI to build 
a house of worship, and steps were at once taken to 
raise the money necessary for the purpose. In De- 
cember, 1855, a contract was made to construct a 
house whose cost should be five thousand dollars, and 
it was dedicated Sept. 4, 1856. 

The church has enjoyed a good degree of pros- 
perity. Since its first year it has been blessed with 
several revivals. The xwo most important may be the 
one which occurred in the winter of 1857, and the 
other which occurred in the spring of 1884. The 
first, when Rev. A. B. Earle labored in the town, was 
perhaps the most extensive revival during the history 
of the church. The second occurred when Evangel- 
ist C. C. Luther conducted a series of meetings which 
continued for fifty-two consecutive evenings, and re- 
sulted in quickening of the church and in adding to 
its membership a good number of converts. In the 
period elapsing from May 1, 1854, to the present 
time (June, 1884) the church has grown from a 
membership of twenty-two to a membership of one 
hundred and ninety. 

At the time of writing the financial condition of 
the church is healthful, and all current expenses are 
promptly paid. An effort, which will probably be 
successful, is now being made to raise two thousand 
dollars, the amount which is necessary to pay the debt 
of the church and make external repairs and im- 
provements. 

The church has had ten pastors, whose names and 
times of service are as follows: Rev. Horace T. 
Love, May, 1854, to June, 1855 ; Rev. N. P. Ev- 
erett, December, 1855, to March, 1857 ; Rev. W. S. 
McKenzie, January, 1857, to July, 1858; Rev. J. 
D. Chaplin, October, 1858, to April, 1862 ; Rev. 
Serreno Howe, July, 1862, to May, 1867 ; Rev. J. H. 
Hamblin, July, 1868, to September, 1872 ; Rev. J. 
R. Chase, November, 1872, to October, 1874; Rev. 
L. D. Fitz, January, 1875, to December, 1878; Rev. 
A. Barnelle, April, 1879, to September, 1881 ; and 
Rev. A. E. Woodsum, called April, 1882, is the 
present pastor. 

A Unitarian Church has recently been formed. 
It is a thrifty society, and is at present meeting in a 
hall. It has no permanent pastor, but is supplied 
from Sabbath to Sabbath. This society hopes soon 
to erect a church edifice and secure a permanent 
pastor. 

Church of the Holy Family.— The Catholic 
Church of Rockland is of so recent origin that its 
history must of necessity bo very brief. Rockland 
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wns until (]nito recently included in tlic Abington 
rnri^h, and tlie Cntliolic |H)pulaliun nttcndcd church 
there ; but they became so nunieruus that about three 
years a«^o they began to build a church of their own. 
The building is of brick, and is doubtless the most 
imposing and expensive church edifice to bo found in 
Southeastern Massachusetts outside of a city. The 
upper part of the house is not at present completed, 
but when it is finished the entire cost will be fifty 
thousand dollars. The situation of this church is 
very prominent and central, and the edifice is a great 
ornament to the town. 

The services are held in the vestry of the church 
at present, and the congregation usually numbcra about 
eight hundred. The Catholic po)ml»tion of (he town 
is si!ventcen hundred. Rockland and Hanover con- 
stitute one parish, which is under the spiritual care 
of the Rev. Father Tierney. Father Tierney came 
to Rockland in June, 1883. II is people are very 
much attached to him, and he is working most heartily 
for their spiritual and moral welfare. 

Oraduates. — Elliot Ilolbrook, 1874, gniduated in 
the cimrse in civil engineering with the title of 8.B. 

Cyrus B. Collins, Rockland 1878 

Arthur W. Wheeler, Amherst 1879 

James B. Thomns, Ilarvard 1879 

Charles W. Ilol brook, Amherst 1880 

Junietta T. Wright, Rooklnnd 1882 

Qraoe B.Cooper, Rockland 1883 

Viola li. Poole, Rockland 1884 

Maria Oajvon, Rockland 1884 

llarrj C. Shaw, Ilarvard 1884 

Albert A. Beat, TufU 1884 

The town oflicers for the present year are as follows: 
Town Clerk and Treasurer, Ezekiel R. Studley ; Select- 
men, Assessors, Overseers of the Poor, and Fence- 
Viewers, Charles Bearoe, William Forbes, Edwin 
Mulready; School Committee (three years), Mari- 
esta D. Rowland ; Surveyors of Highways, Henry 

A. Baker, Horace M. Hunt, James A. Monroe; 
Constables, George F. Wheeler, Owen Mnguire, 
Thomas F. Kendrigan, Andrew J. ManRur, Horatio 

B. Burgess, John MoMorrow, Joseph P. Campbell, 
William S. Perham, Elbridge V. Wheeler; Field- 
Drivers, Francis Wade, (Jeorge C. Dunbar ; Trustees 
of Public Library, Sarah A. Donham, Chester M. 
Perry ; Auditors, William II. Bates, John Sullivan, 
J. S. Smith ; Board of Health, J. C. OleasoQ, C. S. 
Millet, Franklin Poole. 

The population of Rockland is now about 5000 ; 
valuation, t2,23G,850 ; number of polls, 1347. 
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FRANKLIN POOLB. 

Franklin Poole descended from Edward Poolo, of 
Weymouth, who, it is supposed, came to that town 
from England about the year 1635, the exact date 
being somewhat uncertain. John, the grandfather of 
Franklin, was born in Weymouth in 1743, and mar- 
ried Sarah Clark, of Bratntree, in 1769 or 1770, and 
the same year came to East Abington, and built a 
house on what is now known as Liberty Street, which 
is still standing in good repair and inhabited. 

Micah, the son of John, and the father of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was the second in a family of eight 
children, and was born April 3, 1772, and married 
Nabby llolbrook, of Weymouth. 

He was a man of marked prominence and influenoe 
in his native town for many years, being one of the 
selectmen eleven years, from 1813, and represented 
the town in the State Legislature seven years. David 
Poole, his brother, was remarkable for his musical 
and mathematical abilities. He, in conjunotion with 
a friend, once published a volume of oh arch music 
and some of his compositions were surreptitiously pub* 
lished in an old Handel and Haydn oolleetion, and 
were popular for many years. He composed the 
anthem which was sung at his own funeral, and it has 
since been used several times upon similar occasions. 
He also correctly made all the astronomical calcula- 
tions for an almanac, which embraced the time for 
nearly twenty years. 

Franklin was born Sept 29, 1811, in that part of 
Abington which is now Rockland, and was the eighth 
in a family of twelve children. He was educated in 
the public schools of the town and at Andover, and 
for several years followed school- teaching as a business 
apart of the time, working during the intervals between 
schools at shocmaking, which then, as now, was the 
principal business of the town. He earned at that 
time small wages, compared with the prices paid for 
labor at the same business at the present time. He 
was one of those men who all hb life possessed the 
happy faculty of making a balance U|)oii the right side 
of the ledger at the end of the year, no matter what 
the income. In short, he could keep his expenses 
within his income, believing that course to be the 
financial road to comfort and happiness. 

He married Ann Sargent, daughter of Joseph Allen 
Sargent, of Wells, Me., June 5, 1836, who was a 
woman of remarkable energy and ability, and con- 
tributed her full share in laying the foundation for 
and in building up the fortune which, through the 
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most honest and honorable means only, they gathered 
about them. He alwuyu seemed to reeogniso and 
fully appreciate the great help he received from the 
superior management and frugality of his wife. She 
died suddenly April 16, 1878. 

To this marriage four children were bom, — Carrie, 
born July 26, 1837, was educated at Middleboro* 
and at Mount Holyoke Seminary, and was a successful 
teacher. She married James F. Claflin, a teacher of 
Newton, Mass., and finally settled in Lombard, 111. 
She died at Orand Island, Neb., Nov. 3, 1875, while 
on her way home from California, where she had been 
endeavoring to regain her failing health. Her son 
and only child, William, is a graduate of Amherst 
College, in the class of 1883. 

Charles Follen was born Sept. 13, 1839, and died 
July 26, 1840. 

Benjamin F. was born June 13, 1842, was educated 
in the public schools of the town, and from boyhood 
has devoted himself to the grocery and hardware 
trade in his native place. He married Harriett E. 
Hunt, of East Abington (now liockland), Aug. 11, 
1862. They had one child, a daughter, who died in 
infancy. 

Jerome R., Itorn Doa, 14, 1844, was educated at 
Phillips Academy, Exeter, N. H., and at Harvard 
College, where he graduated in the class of 1867, and 
since then has followed the profession of teaching, and 
has been a teacher in the English High School of 
Boston since November, 1873. He married Eurilla 
A. Shaw, of East Abington (Rockland), July G, 1868, 
who died Aug. 29, 1880, luaving one daughter, Grace 
L., born Jan. 25, 1872. 

Mr. Poole, in company with two of his brothers, 
Micah H. and Cyrus, helped to make up that memor- 
able and historic, and it may be safely called illus- 
trious, list of men in California known as " Forty- 
niners." He succeeded fairly well at mining, and 
came home in the summer of 1850, having been gone 
about a year and a half. 

He soon after began, in a small way, in the grocery 
business at his native place, out of which, by pru- 
dence, economy, and good judgment, he accumulated 
what was, for a man of his habits, a competency of 
this world's goods. He possessed, in a marked degree, 
reliable and trustworthy business qualities. All his 
transactions in trade were characterised by that un- 
swerving and unquestioned integrity which marked 
his life. 

He was entirely above all the allurements and 
temptations which any sort of financial crookedness 
oould suggest. His judgment regarding business 
was careful, though quick and decided. Ho intended 



that his estimate of men shouhl bo just. In forming 
an opinion of the value of a man's financial credit, 
he was much more likely to ask what the man wtu 
than what he Jiad, 

He was often chosen to positions of responsibility 
in the town of Abington, and also in Rockland, since 
that became an independent corporation. Hb ser- 
vices were particularly valnable on a special board of 
valuation for Abington in 1862. He was for several 
years a member of the school committee in Abing- 
ton, and afterwards in Rockland, and was connected 
with the Rockland Savings-Baiik from its incuri)0- 
ration, most of the time being vice-president, and 
also upon the board of investment, and held these 
positions at the time of his death. He was a mem- 
ber of the Board of Health of Rockland from the 
time that board was established until he died. 

He retired from active business in the s|iring of 
1880, the trade which he established in 1851 having 
grown to be a large and lucrative one, in both gro- 
ceries and hardware. In his son, Benjamin F., he 
leaves an able successor. 

He contracted a second marriage, with Madeline 
Hayden, of Quincy, Juno 29, 1880. 

Mr. Poole was a haUtr of all HlianiH, and ho \\iu\ 
but to see or know of one to denounce it, and he 
often expressed himself with such an honest blunt- 
ness as to offend those who did not know him well ; 
and he was sure to strike hard whenever he met the 
perpetrator of a swindle. 

One day several years ago he met the pastor of 
the pari.sh to which he liehiiigod near a cliurdi thon 
in process of construction, and Mr. iViole quit« 
sharply criticised the architectural style of the build- 
ing, and the minister said, ** Why, it is in imitation 
of freestone," when Mr. Poole replied, ** Confound 
imitations 1 Haven't we seen enough of them to teach 
us to build at least our churches so that they shall 
honestly be what they seem." 

He was an early Abolitionist, and all his life long 
he tried to maintain those principles which promised 
the broadest human freedom. The temperance cause 
found in him an earnest adherent and a faithful sup- 
porter. He was a man of decided convictions, with 
the courage to express and ability to defend them. 

He died on the 22d of May, 1884. His name 
will long be cherished in the memory of his friends 
and neighbors.' His wife, his two sons, a grandson 
(the child of his daughter), and a granddaughter 
(the child of Jerome B.) are the members of his 
immediate family who survive him. 
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.IKNKTNR LANK. 

Ainon|]r the pionccrB who founded nnd built up tho 
grcflt nianuracturiiig interest which ro largely pre- 
dominates in the northerly section of the county (the 
manufacture of boots and shoes) few names will stand 
hi«!her on the page of history than that of Jenkins 
Ijune, and this, t<oo, not wholly because of his business 
capacity and mechanicil skill, whicli, with an industry 
and ])crsevcrHnce that never relaxed, built up a mag- 
nificent business for himself, while it stimulated others 
to follow. But more and better than this is the 
record of a broad and generous citizenship, which 
shared his success with others, that was always ready 
to help his neighbors and workmen towards a selC- 
snstainiiig iiidepiendeiice, and to-day that part of the 
town where his life was passed bears witness to his 
generous and unselfish enterprise, and is his best 
monument. Mr. Lane was born in East Abington on 
the 24th day of July, 1801. 

II is father, a farmer in niodenite circumstances, 
gave him a common-school education, and he learned 
the trade of a shoemaker. For a number of years he 
worked at the bench, making sewed shoes in the 
manner of sixty years ago, wholly by hand-work, and 
afler his marriage taking his bench into the room 
where he began housekeeping, his wife stitching and 
fitting the uppers and he making the shoes, — a com- 
mon thing at that time. Up to this time he had 
worked for others, taking out his stock and making 
it into shoes at so much a pair. Then he began to 
buy stock in a small way, and, cutting and making it 
up, would take his shoes to Boston and sell or trade 
for more stock. Such was the humble beginning of 
a business which steadily increased in his hands till it 
mounted up to several hundred thousand dollars a 
year, and during the last years of his life, in o^iinec- 
tiun with his sons, who had become partners in the 
business, to a million dollars in a year. Through all 
these years his integrity and fair, square dealing were 
never questioned. He had built up his success by 
straightforward, honest business methods, and so con- 
tinued to the last. 

In ]8I(> he was elected a member of the Jjcgisla- 
ture, and served one term, and for several years he 
filled the place of director in the Abington National 
Bank, and president of the Abington Savings-Bank, 
and treasurer of the Hanover Branch Railroad Com- 
pany, holding these positions up to the time of his 
decease. But public official position had few attrac- 
tions for him. His business and home-life were more 
congenial to his nature. His cheerful and buoyant 
disposition was a marked characteristic, and while he 
had ample dignity when it was required, his strong 



sympathy with the young and his own boyish love of 
fun lasted him through life. 

For years a school-house directly across the street 
from his own place sent out its scores of merry boys 
and girls, overflowing into the street and into his yard 
with boyish freedom and hilarity, yet it was no source 
of disturbance to him : he rather enjoyed it; and his 
workmen in the shops, as he went around among them, 
instead of having sharp criticism or censure, kept watoh 
rather for some boyish prank or practical joke, which 
sometimes came when least expected. 

During his last years he gave up the active man- 
agement of his business to his sons, and devoted him- 
self to improvements in machinery and inventions, 
which, with his natural mechanical ingenuity, he 
greatly enjoyed. 

Mr. Lane was married, in 1825, to Mehitable P. 
Jenkins, of East Abington. By her he had seven 
children, — four sons and three daughters ; all except- 
ing two daughters still survive. He died on the 17th 
of November, 1870. 

In the sketches of the lives of some of tho leading 
settlers of the Old Colony we find this tribute, ** He 
was long a useful man in the colony." Most fittingly 
may we borrow the simple eulogy for Jenkins Lane, 
^* He was long a useful man" in the community in 
which he lived. 



WASHINGTON RBED. 

Washington Reed was born in Abington, July G, 
1820, his father, Ooddard Beed, and his mother, 
Marcia Reed, both being the grandchildren of Thomas 
Reed, born in Abington in 1732. Ooddard Reed 
was one of the most prominent citizens of the east 
part, holding the offices of postmaster, representative 
to the General Court, selectman, director of tho Ab- 
ington Bank, and numerous minor offices, and his 
son, Wtishington, afler finishing his education, which 
was quite liberal for the times, was able to enter im- 
mediately upon active business life, and to form the 
habits and gain the experience which contributed 
largely to his future success. After the retirement 
of his father from business he entered, in company 
with Mr. John Lane, in the wholesale boot and shoe 
business, with offices at Boston and New Orleans, at 
which latter place Mr. Reed resided and conducted 
the business part of the time. He continued in this 
firm for a number of years, when he withdrew to be- 
come a partner in the firm of Kecne, Reed & Bryant, 
doing a large business, both manufacturing and im- 
porting leather; and later, in 1860, in company with 
Mr. Oeorge 6. Clapp, he engaged in the manufacture 
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of fur-lined overshoes, the firm doing a larger amount 
of huHiuess than any similar company in the United 
States. He continued in this business until 1867, 
when he retired permanently from active business, de- 
voting his time to travel and to the care of his estate. 

In his business Mr. Reed exhibited the ener^, 
sound judgment, and sagacity characteristic of the 
family, and which he inherited from both father and 
mother, and on account of his large experience and 
acknowledged integrity he was much sought by those 
needing counsel in business affairs, and during the 
years of his life after their incorporation ho was a di- 
rector of the Rockland Savings-Bank and of the 
Hanover Branch Railroad. In public affairs he took 
a deep interest, and was always ready to contribute 
his full share of labor and money for measures of 
public improvement. In the contest which resulted 
in the division of the town of Abington and the in- 
corporation of the town of Rockland he was the 
leading spirit, and contributed largely by his ability 
and persistence to the result. Although not a poli- 
tician in any sense of the word, he was a pronounced 
member of the Whig and Republican parties, and in 
1872 received the nomination of the latter for senator 
from the Second Plymouth District, but was dofoatod 
through the treachery of the leaders of the party in 
some of the towns in the district on account of the 
division question, and, as was said at that time, ** in a 
strong Republican district the candidate of the ma- 
jority was defeated, and a senator chosen who repre- 
sented neither his district nor his town, but only an 
ungenerous opposition to a single act of legislation." 

In his private life Mr. Reed was one of the most 
exemplary of men, of strict integrity and irreproach- 
able habits ; he truly added to his faith virtue, and 
to his virtue charity, large and extended, with the 
absence of ostentation characteristic of his whole life. 

He was married June 2, 1889, to Harriet Gorthell, 
of South Abington, and died July 13, 1881, shortly 
after his return from a trip to California.^ 



JOSBPn FRENCH. 
Joseph French was born in Boston, Mass., Jan. 15, 
1813. HiH father, Moses French, came to Boston 
from New Hampshire. He married Elizabeth Perry, 
of Hanover. They had four children, — Catherine M., 
Eliza, Joseph, and Jonn E. Mr. French died in 
1822. Joseph, then about nine years of nge, came 
to live with his maternal grandparents in [lunovcr. 
He had no other educational advantages than were 
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afforded by the common schools in the community 
where he was brought up. 

He was early taught to earn his own living, being 
put at shoeuinking when a boy. He learneil tho 
trade thoroughly, as it was then conducted, and opoo 
attaining his majority he obtained a position as cutter 
in the factory of Jenkins Lane, at Rockland (then 
East Abington), and remained in Mr. Lane's employ 
many yesirs. 

About 1859 he engaged in the retail grocery busi- 
ness in Rockland, and meeting with success, he oon- 
tinued in trade till 1874. when he sold out and re- 
tired. He married. Dee. 25, 1834, Sarah P., daughter 
of Charles and Sarah (Reed) Ijane. Their children 
were Sarah M. (deceased), Joseph E., Francis M., 
Charles H., Sarah E. (deceased), Henrietta W. (now 
Mrs. Stephen M. Howes, of Rockland), and Isadora 
A. (now Mrs. A. W. Perry, of Rockland). 

Mr. French was a man highly esteemed for the 
many noble qualities he possessed. Being naturally 
of a modest, retiring disposition, he never sought or 
obtained office, but in the various relations of life 
which he assumed he bore hiiUMelf in such manner as 
to win tho lasting n^rd of those with whom he was 
brought in contact, lie was gonial and pleaMtint as a 
companion, warm-hearted and sincere as a friend, and 
strictly upright and honest in his business relations. 
To the poor he was kind and generous, and gave sub- 
stantial aid when and where it was deserved. He 
was a man of calm judgment and strong principles of 
honor iind integrity. In religious faith he was a 
Baptist, and in politics a Republican. He died Feb. 
2, 1876. 



JOSBPn B. FRBNOII. 
Joseph Edward French, eldest son and sitcond 
child of Joseph and Sarah P. French, was born 
Aug. 12, 1838, ill East Abiiigtcm (now Rockhind), 
Mass., and received his education at the high school 
in that town. As soon as he was of sufficient ago for 
his services to be of value in that capacity he was 
placed to learn shoemaking in the factory of Mr. 
Jenkins Lane, and was there employed at stitching 
and cutting up to 1861. He then took charge as 
foreman of the factory of Leonard Blanchard, where 
he remained five years, when he took charge as general 
manager, for J. F. Dane, Qrinnell & Co., of Buston, 
of their factory located in Rockland, and continued in 
this capacity a period of twelve years, when he went 
on the road as salesman for Z. M. and E. Ijane, and 
coiitinuc«l with tlicm two years. Ilo then, in com- 
pany with George W. Hall, engaged in manufacturing 
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boots and rIiocs nt Rocklaiul, in which busincRS he 
still continues. They niDnufacturo a Gne grade of 
goods, and find sale readily at good prices for their 
products. They employ from seventy-five to one hun- 
dred hands; Mr. French superintending the manu- 
facturing, while his partner, Mr. Hall, attends to the 
Belling. They are now entering on their third year, 
and are meeting with encouraging success. 

He married, Oct. 2, 1859, M. Ellen, daughter of 
Reuben and Salome (Curtis) Bnrrell, of Rockland. 
They have but one child living, Winslow B., born 
Aug. 19, 1869. 

Mr. French is a director in the Rockland Savings- 
Bank, and is an energetic, active man, and a useful 
citizen. In politics he is a Republican, and in religion 
a Baptist. 



BBNJAMIN BBAL. 

Benjamin Beal, the son of Samuel and Sarah 
(Remington) Beal, was born in Templeton, Mass., 
May 10, 1798. His parents were originally from 
Abingtim, Plymouth Co. When Benjamin was eight 
years of age his mother died, and he came to live with 
his uncle, Nathaniel Beal, in what is now the town 
of Rockland, and remained with him until ho had at- 
tained his majority. He had the usual advantages 
for an eilncation which the common schools of the 
town at that day aflorded. II Ih uncle was a sluio- 
maker, and ytmng Beal learned the trade with him, 
and worked for him until he was of ago. When he 
was twenty-two years of age he married, June 6,1820, 
Charlotte Melville, who was born in Boston, Jan. 29, 
1798, and who was entirely orphaned when an infant, 
and was adopted by Thomas Whiting, of Abington 
(now Rockland). She lived with Mr. Whiting till 
her marriage with Mr. Beal. She still survives, and 
is a lady of very remarkable strength of mind and 
force of character, and much of Mr. Beal's success in 
life was due to her prudence, judgment, and helpful 
aid. For a few years after Mr. BeaFs marriage he 
made shotw by contract for others, and on one occa- 
sion he lost, through the failure and absconding of a 
party for whom he worked, seven hundred dollars. 
A very severe loss for him at that period. 

When he began on his own account as a manufac- 
turer, his first lot of shoes consisted of thirty-six 
pairs, which he sold in Bobton, receiving at the same 
time quite a large order for more. He was one of 
the early manufacturers in the town of Rockland, 
and beginning in this small way, he gradually built 
up fpiiU^ a large business r<»r that period. 

At that time the work was chiefly done at the 



homes of the operatives, and Mr. Beal had men 
working for him not only in his own but in all the 
surrounding towns, and furnished constant employ- 
ment to a great many people. He was energetic, en- 
terprising, and economical, and met with abundant 
success. The financial crash of 1852, however, se- 
riously affected him. lie lost heavily through the 
failure of merchants to whom he sold his goods, 
and he was finally compelled to make an assignment 
He turned over all his property to his assignees, and 
they efiected an amicable settlement. Ho at onoe re- 
embarked in business, met with good success, and 
soon re-established himself on a firm basis. He did 
not continue in manufacturing much longer, however, 
as in 1853 he retired permanently from the business. 
In common with other manufacturers at that day, he 
conducted a general supply store in connection with 
his manufacturing. The surplus earnings of his busi- 
ness he invested largely in real estate in and about 
Rockland, and this proved a wise investment, as the 
increase in value of lands eventually made him 
wealthy. At the time of his decease he owned and 
rented more than twenty houses. For several years 
prior to his death he devoted his entire attention to 
the care of his landed interests. He was always a 
modest, retiring man, and would never accept an office. 
In political faith he was a Whig and Republican. He 
had five children, — Benjamin (deceased), Franklin 
(now living in Rockland near the old homc8tead)| 
Daniel L. (deceased), Boylston (resides in North Ab- 
ington), and Daniel W. (who lives in Campello). 

Mr. Beal was a very kind man in his domestic 
relations, and it is the testimony of his wife, who 
is now living in the full possession of her facul- 
ties at the advanced age of eighty-six years, that he 
was a kind, noble, true husband during the long 
period of sixty years which they lived together. Mr. 
Beal was a man of strong vitality, will-power, and de- 
termination, and Mrs. Beal is a lady of most remark- 
able mental strength, and yet these, two powerful 
•wills harmoniased, and through a longer period than 
is often allotted to husband and wife they amicably 
trod life's pathway together, and this tribute is paid 
by Mrs. Beal to the memory of a good husband and 
an honorable, worthy man. Mr. Beal died March 
17, 1882. His health had been remarkably good to 
within six years of his death, when he was stricken 
with paralysis, and from that time to his demise was 
a helpless invalid. He rests in Mount Vernon C-em- 
etery, at Abington. Mrs. Beal has conducted tho 
affairs of the estate since his decease with remarka- 
ble sagacity and judgment, and with but little out- 
side aid or assistance in the direction of afifairs. 
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HON. LBVI RBBD. 

Hon. Levi Reed was the son of Samuel Kced, aud 
was born in East Abington (now Rockland), Deo. 31, 
1814. After attending the town sohooln bo ao(|uired 
further education at Phillips Academy, Andover. 

Upon leaving that institution he engaged in teach- 
ing, and for many years was principal of the Wash- 
ington School, in Roxbury. His health becoming 
impaired, he returned to his native town and engaged 
in the business of shoe manufacturing. 

In 1861 ho was elected a member of the Senate, 
and was subsequently chosen State auditor, and these 
offices he ably and faithfully filled. He died Oct. 18, 
1869. He was a public-spirited, useful, and muoh- 
respeoted oitisen. 



J. C. GLBASON, M.D. 

J. 0. Oleason, M.D., was born in Hubbardston, 
Mass., Nov. 9, 1837. Fitted for college at New 



Salem Academy; entered Amherst in 1859, and 
graduated in the first sixth of his class in 18G3; 
taught in high schools in Hollbton, Abington, and 
liiirro; graduatod fn)in Harvard Medical l)e|Nirtnioiit 
in 1867, and practiced three years in Hardwick, 
Worcester Co., Mass. ; was member of House in 
1870 for Hardwick; moved to Rockland in the fall 
of 1870 ; has been chairman of school board since 
the incorporation of town, in 1874. 

Dr. Qloasoii b at present a Pellow of Massaohu- 
sctts Medical Society, and a member of its council. 
He 18 also a member of the Massachusetts Medieo- 
L(^l Society; on its standing committee (being 
medical examiner of Second Plymouth District). 

He is professor of Clinical Medicine in the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, 34 Essex Street, Boston, 
MasM. 

He has contributed articles to Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal^ and to the " Transactions of the 
Massachusetts Medico-Legal Society." 
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ANCIENT BRIDGEWATER. 

Grunt of Rrif1|rowntcr Plantation — Ptircliaiu) of Indians— Copy 
of Indian Dec*! — Otnfirtiiatory DpwI from Pomponolio — 
Docd from Governor Tliomas Ilinoklcy for tlio Government 
— (/onllrmatory Deed from Josiali Wnmpatiick to Inliabilanla 
of Bridgowater. 

To give a clear account of the early settleuaent of 
the ancient town of Bridgcwatcr it will be interesting 
to give some account of the origin of the town, its 
connection with nnd its identity with the parent town 
of Dnxlmry, nnd a brief account of its having been 
set off from Duxbury, and the purchase from the 
Indians. The ancient town of Bridgewater — then 
comprising what was North, East, West, and the 
present town of Bridgewater — was formerly a plaiitii- 
tion granted to Duxbury in 1G45, ns a compensation 
for the loM) of t(*rritory they had sustained in the 
setting apart of Mai-sh field from thcin in the year 
ItMO. The grant was in the following language: 

*'Tlie inhabitants of the town of Duxbury are granted a 
competent proportion of lands about Saughtuobquett (Satuokot), 
towards the west, for a plantation for them, and to have it four 
miles every way from the place where they shall set up their 
centre ; provided it intrench not npon Winnytnckquott, for- 
mnrly granted to LMymoutli. And wo liavo nominated Capt. 
MilrK Stiindisli, Mr. John Aldon, George Soule, Constjint South- 
worth, John Rogers, nnd William Brett to bo feofces in trust 
for the equal dividing and laying forth the said lands to the 
inhabitants." 

How these lands were divided, or what should en- 
title any one to a share, no record appears to show. 
(Jovernor Hinckley, in his conGrmatory deed, pays 
that the " inhabitants agreed among themselves.** 
There were fifly-four proprietors, each of whom held 
one share, the names of whom are as follows : 



William Bradford. 
William Merrick. 
John Bradford. 
Abraham Pierce. 
John Rogers. 
George Partridge. 
John Starr. 
William Collier. 
Christopher Wadsworth. 
R<lward Hall. 



Edmund Hunt. 
William Clarke. 
William Ford. 
Constant South worth. 
John Cary. 
Edmund Weston. 
Samuel Tompkins. 
Edmund Chandler. 
Moses Simmons. 
John Irish. 



Nicholas Bobbins. 
Thomas Hayward. 
Ualpli Partridge. 
Nnthanid Willis. 
John Willis. 
Thomns Bonney. 
Miles Standish. 
Love Brewster. 
.John Paybody. 
Williom Paybody. 
Francis Sprague. 
William Bafsott. 
John Washburn. 
John Washburn, Jr. 
John Ames. 
Thomas Gannett. 
William Brett. 



Philip Delano. 
Arthur Harris. 
John A Men. 
John Forbes. 
Samuel Nash. 
Abraham Sampson. 
George Sonle. 
Experience Mitchell. 
Henry llowland. 
Henry Sampson. 
John Brown. 
John Howard. 
Fmnois West. 
William Tnbbs. 
James Lendall. 
Samuel Baton. 
Solomon Leonard. 



To these shares were afterward added two more 
shares, — one to llov. James Keith, of Scotland, their 
first minister, and the other to Deacon Samuel Edson, 
of Salem, who erected the first mill in the town, — 
making fifty-six shares. 

This grant was considered as little more than an 
authority or right to purchase it of the natives. For 
this purpose Capt. Miles Standish, Samuel Nash, and 
Ct>iist:uit South worth were appointed a committee to 
mnke the purchase, which they did, as appears by the 
following instruments : 

" WiTNKSS THRSK PRRSKicTS, that I, Ousamequin, Sachem of 
the Country of Pooonocket, have given, granted, enfeofed, and 
sold unto Miles Standish, of Duxbury, Samuel Nash, and Con- 
stant Southworth, of Duxbury aforesaid, in bohalf of all tho 
townsmen of Duxbury aforesaid, a tract of land usually called 
Satuckct, extending in the length and breaflth thereof as fol- 
loweth : that is to say, from the wear at Satuoket seven miles 
due east, and from the said wear seven miles due west, and from 
the said wear seven miles due north, and from the said wear 
seven miles due south ; the which tract the said Ousamequin 
hath given, granted, enfeofed, and sold unto the said Miles 
Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant Southworth, in the behalf 
of all the townsmen of Duxbury, as aforesaid, with all the im- 
munities, privileges, and profits whatsoever belonging to the said 
tract of land, with all and singular all woods, underwoods, 
lands, meadows, rivers, brooks, rivulets, Ac, to have and to 
hold, to the said Miles Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant 
Southworth, in behalf of all tho townsmen of the town of Daz- 
bury, to them and their heirs forever. In witness whereof, I, 
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the laid Ousamequin, have hereunto tot my band this 28' of 

Murch, 164U. fg 

"Witnceatho mark of W Oiihamkquin. 

** Tn oonsidomtion of the afonwiid bargain and mIv, wo, tho 
said MilusStandiiih, Sauiud Naib, and Cunntant Soulbworlh, do 
bind ourselves to pay unto^thesaid Ousamequin, for and in con- 
sideration of the said tract of land, as followvth : 
** 7 coats, a yard and a half in a coat. 
" 9 hatchets. 
** 8 hoes. 
*' 20 knives. 
** 4 moose-skins. 
'* 10 ysrds and a half of cotton. 

"Mii.KH Standisii. 

"Samukl Nash. 

" Constant Soijthworth." 

This contract in said to have been niado on what 
was called '* Sachem's Rock" (called by the Indians 
*' Woonnocooto"), in East Brid«^cwat^»r, a little south 
of Whitman's Mills (now known as the Carver Cotton- 
Gin Company), and near the liouse of the late David 
Kingman. 

This Ousamequin, sometimes called Ossamequin, 
was no other than Massasoit himself, who, in the 
latter part of his life, had adopted that name. Tho 
deed written by Capt. Miles Standish, one of the 
original planters of tho colony, and si«{ncd with ihe 
mark of the sachem, is still in existence. When the 
old sachem was called upon to execute his deed, he 
endeavored to make it as sure as possible. For that 
purpose he affixed a mark in the shape of a ^. 

Thus we have seen that the original town of Bridge- 
water, comprising the territory now known as Brock- 
ton, East Bridgewater, West Bridge water, and Bridge- 
watiT, including a portion of •*Titicut Parish," was 
purchased by Capt. Miles Standish and others for the 
trifling sum of seven coats, nine hatchets, eight hoes, 
twenty knives, four moose-skins, and ten and a half 
yards of cotton, the whole not amounting to thirty 
dollars in value. 

The original town of Bridgewater was tho first in- 
terior settlement in the Old Colony. The grant of the 
plantation, as we have seen, was in 1645, and tho 
settlement made in 1()50. The first settlers had a 
house-lot of six acres each on the Town River, and the 
place was called Nuckatest, or Nuncketetest. The 
first lots were taken up at West Bridgewater, along 
the Town River, first houses built and the first im- 
provements made there. The settlement was com- 
pact, — the house-lots being contiguous, — with a view 
for mutual protection and aid again.nt tho Indians, 
and, as a further protection from the natives, they 
erected a stockade or garrison on the south side of the 
river and fortified many of their dwellings. It is said 
tbat not more than one-third of the original fifly-six 



proprietors ever became inhabitants of their new set- 
tlement. From this origiiial homo tho sottlerH scat- 
tered into other portions of the town, extending their 
dwellings first into the sontliwcst part of tho town, 
toward Nippenioket Pond, a looalitj known as Scot- 
land, on the road to Taunton, and Titicnt, on the road 
leading to Middleboro', whither thej were in the habit 
of going either to mill or to trade, and we are told thej 
frequently went to that place on foot, with the grists 
on their backs, a distance of sevend miles. 

The last settled part of tho town was tho North 
Parish (now Brockton), which waa not till af^er 1700, 
no permanent settlement being made in what was 
culled the North Parish till after that time, and the 
settlers were mostly from the West Parish (now West 
Bridgewater). 

The plantation remained to Dnxhury until Juno, 
1656, when it was incorporated into a distinct and 
separate town in the following coooise language : 

** Ordrrkd, That henceforth Duzborrow New Plantation be* 
allowed to bee a touushipeof ytselfoydestinot from Duxborrow, 
and to t>ee called by the name of Bridgewater. Pntvided that 
all publiuko rHlos Ikm) iMirno by tboui with IhixiMirrow ufion 
W]ually proportions." 

The court settled ilio rates to be paid by tho pro- 
prietors as follows : 

'' The town of Bridgewater is to bear one part of three with 
Duxbory, of their proportion of the oountry rates for the oft- 
cers' wages and other public charges. 

Previous to the incorporation of the town the plan- 
tation had been called Bridgewater, but of the origin 
of the name we have nothing authentic except a mat- 
ter of fancy for a town in England of that name. 
From the time of its first settlement the town has 
maintained a strong position in the history of the 
country, and for a long time continued a united and 
harmonious whole until 1715, when a petition was 
sent to Qoneral Court to bo sot off into a separate 
parish or precinct, the petitioners representing them- 
selves as inhabitants of the easterly part of Bridge- 
water. A committee of two in the Council and three 
of the House was appointed to examine into tlie mat- 
ter, who attended to their duties, and reported in favor 
of granting their request, which was accepted, and an 
act of incorporation passed June 1, 1716, with this 
condition : 

** That the whole town stand obliged to an honorable main- 
tenance of the Uev. James Keith, their present aged minister, 
if hu should outlive hid {Miwcni and oapiioitiod of disoharging 
the office and duty of their minister." 

The new parish was called the South, and the old 
one the North Precinct, which then included the West 
and what was afterwards known as North Bridgewater 



HISTORY OP ANCIENT BRIDGBWATER. 



541 



(now Brockton). Iti 17*23 thnt pnrtof tlio old North 
Precinct now known as East Bridgewntor (then known 
as the West Parish) was set off, and constituted a pre- 
cinct called the East Parish, Dec. 14, 1723. 

l^ilicut Parish was fortucd from the Kouthwest part 
of the South Parish, with a part of Middleboro*, Feb. 
4, 1743. This place consisted of forty-oi«>ht faniilios, 
forty-one houses, two hundred and sixty-two inhabit- 
ants in 1764, and in 1810 it had a population of 
three hundred and eighteen. 

As some disputes arose in regard to the original 
purchase of Ousamequin, confirmatory deeds were 
given by Pomponoho, an Indian, at Titicut, and Gov- 
ernor Thomas Hinckley, in behalf of the government, 
and nmtthor from Jusiuh Wanipntnck,anni her Indian, 
thus making a perfect title to all the land comprising 
Ancient Bridgewater. Here follows copies of the 
above-named deeds: 

CONFIRMATORY DEED FROM POMPONOHO. 

''Thin dcoit, mndo November 2011), A.I). 1ft72, ivitnciwolli, 
that I, Poiii|»oi)olio, alins Polor, on Indinu, living at Titicut, in 
the oniony of New Plymouth, in New Eng., have sold Tor the 
9um of pixiocn |>oiintlii, — n'z., nx poundn of current money of 
Now England, and ten pounds In good nicrchiinttible corn, as 
by bill ii|i|>c«reth, — all the lands lying on the north side of Tit- 
Icul River, williin the bounds of Rridgcwntcr, what lands were 
mine, or were either my father's or grandfather's or any oiher- 
wise conferred on me, excepting tho«e lands expressed as fol- 
lows, vis. : one hundn>d aorns of liind lying up the river to (he 
e«i>(ward of a Mmall brook, givon to nn Indian called (!harlo% 
my brother-in-law, and a cfrtivin parcel of land lying agiiinst 
the wear and b<>iind<*<l by the In nding- place, running to the 
head of my field, containing about ton acres at the uluioft, I say 
I, the abov«-8aid Pomponoho, alias Peter, have bargained, sold, 
and by these presents do bargain and sell fur myself, my heirs, 
and assigns forever, unto Nicholas Byram, sen., Samuel Edson, 
sen., and William Brett, sen., in and for the use of the towns- 
men of Bridgewater, joint parehasers with them, which persons 
above moniioned were ordered by the court to make punbase of 
those lands, as by court record appears, I say 1 have sold all 
these lands, with every part thereof, and all the immunities 
and privileges belonging thereunto, to them, their h* irs, nnd 
assigns forever, the same quietly and penceiibly to possess, with- 
out the lawful let, interruption, or molestation of me, the al>ove- 
•aid Pomponoho, alias Peter, or other persons whatsoever, law- 
fully ciniming by, from, or under me, them, or any of them. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set to my liiind and seal. 

his 
" Rcail, sealed, ami deliverml POMPONOHO ( P) :: 

in presence of us. "*'*''*• 

"Jo8BPn IIatwaud. 
" Jona Caht, Sbn. 
"Acknowledged before Johiah Wimrlow, Gov., Feb. 20, 
1678. 
"Reoorded by Nathamikl Clark, Seerttnry, March, 1685." 

The two reserved lots in I ho ab<ive grant wt-ro 
afterwards purchased by individuals in the town. 
Thus all the lands within the most extvnriive limits of 
the town appear to have been justly and Fairly pur- 



chased of the Indians, and we have the above-named 
Qovernor Winslow*s attestation on record that thb 
was the case in all the towns in the Old Colony of 
Plymouth. 

Ill the year 1G85 the Court of Assistants were em- 
powered to examine, allow, and confirm from time to 
time all claims and titles to land formerly granted 
either to towns or individuals by the General Court, 
and, when allowed, they were to " pass the seal of the 
government for confirmation.** In pursuance of this 
order, all the grants made to Bridgewater, as above 
stated and described, were confirmed by the following 
deed under the hand of Qovernor Hinckley and the 
seal of the government: 

CONFIUMATOUY J)KEU FROM GOVERNOR T1I0MA8 
HINCKLEY TO TUE TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER. 

" At his Majesty's Court of Assistants, held at Plymouth the 
6^ of March, a.d. 1685-86. 

" To o/l to whom thene pretenU §haU eomtf Thomas Hinckley, 
Esq., Governor of his Majesty's Colony of New Plymouth, in 
New EngUnd, sendeth greeting. 

"WiiKKKAR, At his Majesty's general court, held at Plym- 
outh the 4^ of June, 1685, it was ordered and enacted that the 
court of assistiints be from time to time aoonimitteo empowered 
to examine, allow, and conflnn all sueh elaims and titles to 
lands which were formerly granted or allowed by the general 
court, either to townnhips or particular persons, whieh, being 
allowed by the said committee, shall pass the seal of the GoTem- 
ment for further confirmation thereof; and forasmuch as it hath 
iNien niiidn to appear to the said court of assistants, now sitting 
at Plymouth, the flrst Tuesilay in March, 1685-86, that a cer- 
tain tract of land was granted by W"* Bradford, Esq., and his 
nssociates, aSKcmblod in court, in the year of our Ijord 1645, 
unto the inhabitiints of the town of Duxbury (a oompetent pro- 
portion of lands), about a place called by the Indians ifoMo- 
qnatucketf for a plantation for them, the inhabitants of Duxbury, 
and that they shall have it four miles every way from the 
centre; the inhabitants of Duxbury being fifty-six iu number, 
by ngreement smong themselves, every one were to have equal 
shares, who, by the approbation and appointment of his 
Majc>>ty's honored court iu New Plymouth, 1645, did employ 
Mr. Constant South worth, with some others, to purchase the 
above-mentioned tract of land of Ossamequin, chief Sachem of 
the Poconocket country, which being done, and now inhabited 
by many of the proprietors, is now called Bridgewater, and all 
such privileges allowed to them as the ooart allows or grants 
to otht;r townships ; and having set up their centre, his Majesty's 
court held at Plymouth, M}68, did grant to Jlridffrufftter six 
niilos from the centre on all four sides, where former grants 
made by the court hindoroth not^ as appears in oourt records, 
and is bounded out by the agents of each respective town ad- 
joining, as appears by their hands to their agreement, and as- 
sented to and acknowledged before the Governor and bis aaso- 
ointes, sitting in his Majesty's oourt held at Plymouth, the 2nd 
of March, 1685/6, the bounds of the whole township being set- 
tle<l between them and other towns adjoining, are as followeth : 
The bounds betwixt Bridgewntor and Taunton being a heap of 
stones lying four inilrs west from the centre, and running north 
from station to station till it meet with the line of the colonies; 
and from said heap of stones south to a heap of stones lying to 
the west of Unketeat Pond, and from thence southeast into a 
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great white oak being loarlted with a T for Taanton, and on the 
north side with a B for Bridgewater, and ao from ftation to 
itation till it oome to the great rivor on the westward side of a 
ipot of meadow, according to the agroeinont of the agents of 
botli towns. And tlie bounds botweoii MiddloUonuigh and 
Bridgewater is the great river, until it come to the north side 
of Mr. Standish's land, lying on the mouth of Winnetuxit river, 
and so from the north side of said Standish's land until it meet 
with the easternmost line of Bridge water, being a heap of 
stones, four miles from the centre, which is the bounds between 
them and the Major's purchase, running from siud heap of 
stones south and by west half a |>oitit wustorly until it moot with 
said Standish's land, Ac, and from tho aforesaid heap of stones 
running north-northeast from station to station to four white- 
oalis, the easternmost marked on all four sides, and so from 
station to station until it meet with the north line. The north 
bounds being six miles from the centre to a company of small 
trees marked, being to the northward of a great rock, and from 
tho aforesaid marked trees running east until it meet with the 
above said northeast line, and from the aforementioned markrd 
trees running west until it moot with the lino of tho colonies, 
and with the line of the colonics till it moot with the westerly 
line and Taunton (now Easton) bounds. All which lands, both 
npliind and meadow, swumps, cedar swamps, ponds, rivers, 
brooks, springs, wood, underwood, and all horbage, feedings, 
minerals, with all rights, liberties, privileges, and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, unto the appropriated inhabitants and other 
proprietors, though not inhabitants of the said town of Hridge- 
wator, according to each person's scvenil and rospoctivu title or 
interest therein, excepting two-firth parts of tho n>yn\ mine, 
one-fifth part to his royal majesty, and the other one-flftli {Mtrt 
to the president and council. To have and to hold unto tho 
said town and proprietors respectively, to their and every of 
their heirs and assigns forever, according to the tenor of our 
charter or letters patent granted by the honorable council at 
Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, ordering, 
and governing of New England, derivatory from his Majesty 
King Jnmes the First, of happy memory ; and in testimony 
hereof doth allow the public seal of the Qovernmcnt to boaltixed 
thereunto for the further confirmation thereof. 

"Thomas IliNCKi.Kr, (loveuor. :: 
"Attest, J^ATiiANiBL Clauk, Secretanf.'* 

A coDfinuatioD of the original purchase made of 
Ossamequin was also obtained about the same time, 
as follows: 

CONFIRMATORY DEED FROM JOSIAII WAMPATDCK 

TO BKIDUEWATEK. 

** To all Chrittiau peitple to lohum the§€ preteiitu nhall eotue, 

Jonah WampQtuck tendeth greeting, 

** Know ye, that I, Josiah aforesaid, for and in oonsideration 
of ten pounds in money to me in hand paid, and one hundred 
acres of land lying on the upper end of Poor Meadow, on the 
lower side of a foot-path that goeth to Scituate, lying on both 
sides of the river, doth oonfirm, establish, and ratify unto Sam- 
uel Edson, sen., Ensign John Haward, and John Willis, sen., in 
behalf of tho purchasers and town of Bridgewater, in New Plym- 
outh Colony, in New England, and to their heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns forever, all that whole tract of land 
lying northward of the south four-mile line of Bridgewater, 
which 0#saroeqttin, Sachem of the Poconocket country, by the 
consent and approbation of his Migosty's Uenoral Court hold at 
Plymouth, in New England, in the year 1645, sold to the in- 
habitants of Duxbury, aa appears by deed, under Ossiunequin's 
hand, to Capt. Miles SUndish, Mr. Constant Southworth, and 






Samnel Nash, as agents for the town of Daxbnry. I, the above 
said Josiah, do ratify and conftrui the above said tale of Ossa- 
mequin 's, and bargain of lands bulongiug to Bridge wal or, aa 
uplands, swamps, meadows, brooks, rivers, ponds, timi>or, un- 
ilorwuoil, horbugo, mines, with all 410m mod itim, iMmofita, privi- 
leges, immunities, and appartenanees whatever therein eon- 
tained. 

** I, the above said Josiah, also do ratify, establish, and eon- 
firm, and forever make over all my right, title, and interest in 
the above-mentioned land from me, my heirs, ezeentors, and 
assigns, unto the above said Samuel Rdsun, John llaward, and 
John Williii, agents for tho town of Bridgewater, tlioir boim, 
excoutors, atlminii'trators, and assigns forever, to liave, and to 
hold, oooupy, and enjoy as their pniper right forover, wltliout 
any claim, title, interest, or molestation to be made by me, my 
heirs, executors, or assigns, or any other person or persons, to 
any part or paroel thereof, in, by, or under me any way apper- 
taining; and do by these prosonts bind mjrsolf, and heirs, and 
executors, and assigns to maintain and defend the al»ove-men- 
tioned sale of lands against other Indian or Indians that shall 
make any claim or title to any |uirt or parcel thereof." 

**\\\ witness whereof I have set to my hand and seal this 
twenty-third day of December, and in the second year of the 
roign of our Sovereign Lord King James II. a.o. one thousand 
six hundred and eighty-six. 

"The mark of Josun Wampatuok. 

'* Signed, sealed, and deliver^ in presence of us. 

".ToiiN 80111.K. 

*'.l(»sKiMi llAiurrow. 

''Samdri. Tinslky. 

" Doisombvr 2:id, 1080. 

** Recorded, p. •126, in the Great Book of Roconls. 

" Pr. Samuel SfUAauK. 

" Recortler, 
''Acknowledged before 

"William BRADPOitn, 

" Dept^jf Oovernor," 

The one hundred acres mentioned in the above 
coiiiirinatioii were afterwards repurchaMxl by indi- 
viduals ill the town. From this deed it apiMMirs the 
greatest part of the town was twice purchased of the 
Indians, — once of the Massasoit, and again of Wam- 
patuck, — and a valuable consideration paid each time. 
By the boundaries of the town, as described in Gov- 
ernor Hinckley's deed of oonfirmation, it is evident 
a gore of hind was still lefl 011 the north l>ctweoii 
Bridgewater (now Brockton) and the line of the 
colonies, comnienoing at the point where the six-mile 
line met the colony line towards the northwest oorner 
of the town, and thence extending easterly to the 
northeast corner of the town, where the distance to 
the county line is considenible. The westerly and 
narrow end of this gore having been purchased of the 
government afler the union of the colonies by Daniel 
Howard and Robert Howard, was, on the petition of 
the selectmen of the town, annexed to Bridgewater, 
Oct. 15, 1730. These several grunts and additions 
constituted all the territory ever belonging to Bridge- 
water in its greatest extent. The grenlust |Nirt of 
Abington and what b now Hanson at tliat period 
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belonged to Bridge water, which luust then have oou- 
Uiiied about ninety-six squnre miles. In this situution, 
and with tliese extensive territorial dimensions, the 
town remained without ehange or diminution till 
June 10, 1712, when Abington was inoorporated. 

When the Abington petitioners first applied for an 
act of incorporation, July 4, 1706, they denominated 
themselves ** certain inhabitants of the east part of 
the town of Bridgewater, and proprietors of a certain 
tract of land between the towns of Weymouth, Hing- 
ham, Soituate, and Bridgewater," and when the act 
was finally passed, in 1712, the boundaries were thus 
described : 

" On the north with the line of the oolonies of the Massnoha- 
HctU Hiiy anil Ply moth, on the ofwt upon the town of Soitiiato, 
on tlio Roiith with tlio lino that is tho soiithoriy hotindn of land 
of John Gnffhing, Esq., and of John Gushing, Jr., Esq., thenoo 
on the southwesterly side by eorttin bounds whioh tho town of 
Rridgowatur have sot and prefixed to Ueavor Droolc, and on the 
west with the said brook until it comes to the extent of Bridge- 
water northward, together with a small gore of land lying be- 
tween tho said town of Bridgewater and tho said line of the 
«H>luniw, tho town of Briilguwat«r having signified their vunHout 
thereto." 

By the plain and express luiigaiige of the statute, 
the whole gore is included in Abington ; but for some 
reasons now unknown, the '^ Howard Farms*' seem, 
as the selectmen of Bridgewater in their petition 
stated, to have been considered as ** belonging to no 
town," till they were annexed to Bridgewater in 1730. 
Another considerable tract on the east part of the 



town was annexed to Pembroke, June 7, 1754, and 
now constitutes the greater part of Hanson. The old 
Bridgewater line was as far east as the west line of 
the farm formerly owned and occupied by the late 
Rev. Dr. Hitohcoek. These two are the only in- 
stances in which any considerable portions of the 
town have been annexed to other corporations. 
Questions and disputes as to boundaries were for- 
merly frequently arising between this and neighbor- 
ing towns. The latest occurred with Middleboro*, 
which was finally settled by court June 8, 1716, 
when the great river was constituted the boundary 
between them. This seems to have been done in 
pursuance of the express power which the court 
had reserved to itself in the ** two-mile additional 
grant." The boundaries of the town, as finally 
settled, may be thus described: On the east it is 
bounded by Halifax and Hanson ; on the north by 
Abington, Randolph, and Stoughton ; on the west by 
Easton and Raynham ; and on the south by Middle- 
boro*, Titicut River there constituting the boundary. 
It is the northwest town in the county of Plymouth,' 
adjoining the county of Norfolk, or Old Colony line, 
on the north and the county of Bristol on the west. 
Its dimensions may be estimated at about twelve miles 
by six, and as containing at least seventy square miles. 
The centre of the town is about twenty -six miles 
from Boston, twenty from Plymouth, and ten from 
Taunton. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Potition of the North Procinot to be let olT into a 8o|»arato 
Toirii— Charter for a Prooinut — First Meeting of the Same — 
Selectmen — ClerkA — Treasureri — Parish Committee — Moder- 
ators of Precinct Mooiings— Parish Tax for 1744— Poll Tax 
Lbt for 1770— United Sutes Land Tax, 17tf8. 



North Parish of Bridgewater. — Od account of 
the labor of attending on church worship at ''so 
remote a distance** from home, fifly-five individuals 
belonging in the old North Puritth sent a petition to 
the Qeneral Court, asking to be set off into a separate 
township, which petition was so far granted as to 
allow them the powers and privileges usually allowed 
to parishes. 

The following is a copy of petition and the act of 
incorporation : 

"To His Bxeellenoy Jonathan Belcher, Esq'., Capl^ Qeneral 
and Governoor in Chief in and over his Majesties Province of 
tho MiuBsachusotts Ba^fi in New Knghind, and to Iho Honour- 
able his Majesties Council and House of Roprosontativos in 
Generil Court Assembled at Boston, on tho :H*^of May, 1738, 
the Petition of us, the Subscribers, Inhabitants of the Town 
of Bridgewater, Consisting Chiefly of the North part of the 
west precinct, and two Familys of the Bast Precinct, in s* 
Town,— 

"Humbly Sheweth: 
" That, when the meeting-house was lately bult In the West 
procinot, tho fnhabitants of tho North part of k' West pruoinrt 
Cheerfully C««niiented to, and Did their proporlionable part In, 
building of s' meeting House where it Now stands, tho very 
Remote from the Petitioners, and at such a Distance from them 
so as but few of their Families Ever Cuuld, without Great DitB- 
oulty, attend the Publiok Worship of God there; but, Notwith- 
stunding, thay were Willing to Do the utmost of their power 
and ability to Promote the Worship of God their, In hopes when 
they were able to have it Nearer to them ; and, by the Provi- 
dence of God, thay are Greatly increased In Numbers and Some- 
thing In ISsiates, So that thay look upon themselves Capable of 
Buldinga Mveting-House, and Sitlling a Minister, und uphold- 
ing the i*ubliuk Worship of Uud among thomsulvos, and are in 
hopes that the Best part of the Town and West precinut have 
no Just Cause to object agitinst it. Since we have been so help- 
ful, and Done to the utmost of our power in Sittling tho min- 
ister and Balding the Now Meeting House, In n^ West precincts 
and wo aro willing and Desirous that what wo then Did should 
bo left to that procinot, who are now able of themselves, under 
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their prieeent good and Growing Cireamstanoea, to naaintalii the 
Publick Worship of God there without na, as will appear by the 
Valuation of their Kftales horowith oxhibited, which the more 
Emboldens us to petition this Honoarabie Court to Set us oflf a 
Distinct and Separate Township, by the following metes and 
Bounds, which Includes not only the North {wrt of Bridgewater, 
but a small Tract of land and a few of the Inhabitants of the 
town of Stoughton, which suitable acoomodites them as well as 
us, vis. : Beginning at a white-oak tree standing on the North 
west part of Jonathan Packard's field, on the Eaaterly side of 
Countrey Road, and from thence Bast and West till It meeta 
with Easton Line, and East till it meets with the Bast 
precinct Line, and ihou North on s* Lino Half one mile, and 
then North East till it moot with Boavor Brook; then by said 
Brook to the Colony Line, So oalled; then Westerly by s* 
Iiine to a Reaoh-treo which is the Raalorly Cornor Bounds of 
Stoughton ; thou on tho Line between Brantrey and Stoughton 
to Capt. Curtis' Land ; then Westerly to Salisbery plain River; 
then Southerly by s' Rever to the Colony Line; then Westerly 
by 8* Line to Easton Line ; and then South By s* Line first 
mentioned. We, having in time past onee and again petitioned 
this Honourable Court for Relief in tho premises, but it so hap- 
pened that this Honoured Court Did not then Grant the prayer 
of our petition in full, But NovortholosH, aoeording to our Do- 
sior. Sent a Committee to view and ConsidorourCiroumHtancea, 
whoso report (wo humbloy Concove) was something Dillorunt 
from What we prayed for in our petition, and the matter falling 
through, in as much as it happened that his Bxeellenoy the 
Governour Did not then sign what the Honoured Court acted 
on said report, snd we remaining under our Difileulties and un- 
relieved. But yet taking encouragement from what was aotod on 
8* refiort by tho Honoured Court, and also from what was aeted 
i>y our town in general, at a Town-uio«*ting l^igNlly Called and 
Notified to that pur|Miso,on the 16^ of Fobruary I^uft, In which 
Wo hiul the major vote for our being sot olT a Distinct Town- 
ship, and, thst we might not be under Difileulties In Buiding 
an House and Settling a Minister all at onoo, have erected and 
Inclosed a good House for the publicko Worship of God Where 
it may Best accomodate us all. We Do therfore think it oar 
duty once more humbly to Renew our Petition that We may he 
set off* a Township as Before herein prayed for, and we Humble 
bog leave here to say, that what we now offer in Respect of our 
being So Set ofl' is Sincerity for tho promoting tho Worship of 
God and Religion In the Puriety of it among us. 

'* Wherefore we pray your Excellency and Honours would bo 
pleased to here our Request and Grant our petition, and aa we 
in Duty Bound Shall Ever pray. 

'** Riibert Howard. Charles Snell. 

John Johui'on. Charles Cushnian. 

John Kinginiin (2**). Nathaniel llaniniond. 

David Packard. Theoplii Curtis. 
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WllliuH Cnrtii. 
Aihlo; Carl is. 
Bdimrd CurUi. 

DitTid nm. 

Willlnm Prinob, Jr. 
Jam a Havett 
DnnisI Howard. 
IIiirIi McCnrmivk, 
KalhiD Kcltb. 
gDlomDD ?Hk>rd. 
nillimn Frinnb. 
H.>.rj HingmM. 
John Wnrmnll. 



Ghkrlo* I)»t-icli. 
Jnim rncknM. 
MlBhHl UDgfonl. 

EjibTiin Willi!. 
Jiwob Align. 



Z«hri*b Cnrf . 
Jr>bn Pntt. 
Tiiiiolb]' Keltb. 
Jwlm> Warron. 
CoiiFbint PoulhKort 
Salh I'tnknrd. 
Samuol Rrotl, 
Jobn Allen. 
John DiioD. 
Wlllinm Piwhsrd. 
Ablnb Keitb. 
Inaa Pullar. 
Joseph Rirhnrdi. 
ThoiBH Buck. 
iMiM KlnKmnn. 
Zncbeun Pnolmr.!. 
Ahiinti mil. 
Dni.iiil Field. Jr. 
Ttinotby Kuitb, Jr. 
Knchry finoll. 



" rN TirH lloiiHK •IK RuriiKUKSTATiVKa, Jiinn H, l7aS. 
" Kotul iinil .inlrrwr tlint Iho |iftilliitier» Mf^o Ibo Went I'ro- 
nlnrl In Uin Inwn «t llrbljcnwnter, mid i>l>« llm timii nf t<UiiiKli- 
1<MI, Willi n IVijij iif Iba |i<.|i(iiiii, llml llinj elinn fiiim. (Unnj 
ihcj Imtb), nn lliii firnt Tburabiy of llio Kctliii); of klio Ciinil, 
wliy tlin fnyer Umnsat pboulil not bo rfkuUkI : niiil llin |icti- 
tlOB i< referm), Ibe niWinllniD, Tor ConHiilerntiori. 





" 


I. y"i« 


^r, .'i>.ir. 


Rflwl eml eom:<itn.l, 


'■InCoi.bii 
"J. Wir 


unD, 


ifi, u-ns. 


ia>k Cnoented to. 









"J. Dklchkr." 

"In Coobc.ii., Vie. 1, 1738. 

■' R«hI Bgiin, lognlher nlth the aaiwer nf Ihn V/mi Proolnct, 

In tholownorIlriitge<rB(er,snilDthsrpspnn IntheCnaoi nnd, 

tliB |iatlii!> bsinj; luluiiltoit before Ibo Kord. wcm Tutly llmkrd, 

Id Ibeir |ilnu and ullcgiiitloni, Ihereon ; nil nbioli being oooiid- 

"UiiiiKiiKK. TliitlIbe|inijeror tlio |>rtiliaii bo lofar granUil 
M IbDt nil Iho Innd, with the inbRbiUnla Ihcreon liring, hair n 
MilD to Ibe noitbvntd at an cut sad west line, Tniui tbo obits- 
Mk nt Jonathnn Pnokard'e ooroer, togeiber witb David Puk- 
kRl, SaloiDon Packard, asd Jamb Allen, inhnbitanti of the east 
aids nf Ibo rlror, (heir rainilioii ami eHtnln, Iw sot olT and eon- 
alitiilnl aUiHiiiitl anri ><o|>iinila |inri>b.nnd Iw lii*('rlo>l willi Ibo 
imiirD*. iirirllei'is'. HiidiniiMiiiillya Ibat nil ulbor prouiiiol* or 
t»rit,Ua nolbin Ibln Provinoo do or by law otiglit to Injoy. 



" 81H0 

"IRTIIK IIOUIKD 

" ItevI and Conourrld. 
"JanHiiTf 3. — Contented ta. 



Fno»r, Dcptilx .S«c. 



"J. QomoT, .5>>tr. 
■'J. llBLritiin. 



NOTIFICATION OF FIT18T MF.ltT[NG. 
" Pursuant to a warrant dinwlod to me from Samuel Pool, 
one of Hie MnjiintiBe Jutllcoi o( tba Pen for the County of 
Plymouth, tbcee ate tbcrFora to notify the frooboldert and other 
Inbabilanti of the Nortb Prectnol, in Dcldgowater, to uneoibl* 
and meet logetbor al the meeting-home in aaid North Preoinot, 
in Bridgenntor, nn Mondny, the flflh day of Pobrunry Next, at 
niie nf Ibo cinok in Iho artcrnnnii, Mien and tbeto to Bloat end 

yoar to be nbospn. Dntad nt Ilridgiiirater, Jan. tbe IQ'X, 1738-1). 
"AniKi. P*cii*nn." 

The fireL meetiog helil in the North Parish after 
the grant of the petition to becocDe a separate parish 
nna held Feb. 5, 17''^9. for the purpose of orpiDisatioD 
Qiid chooging tha Dccessary oflioers, as appears b; the 
following record ; 
"fob. Ibe fith year, 17.18-0. 

"TliD Norlb Preoinut, In litidgewater. Going l.pgnlly Noti- 
fyeil. meet to (Intber at the plaoe and titoo nf Day SpcneDrd In 
tbo Nolinailxon, and tbo mooling wai lotteled by the Cboae nf 
Timothy Keitb, Mnderntor of t' meeting, A Robert llanard waa 
dIkwpii Clnrk of ir< Hireling, nnd tbo Motlomtor, by tlio rnioo of 
the prcciHCl, BJotnod lUo mooting Half ono Ilonro l-i the bnuao 
i>r Jobn JiibiiHon, nml llnbort tlawnnl waa |>rocinH Clark for 
tbo )>r<»iiiiL yiNLr, ninl Htrorn b> tbo fallliriill iliwhargo of lit> 
OniiiD, and Tlinolby Uoilli, David Pnohard, A Uanlel Ituward 
nare Cbiinon ptooinol Cumiiiotloo, and it was further put to 
irolu whether tbo i.rooiuot would CbuiD any moreprcflinatOaiHirp, 






•' ItanaRT IIawai 






Official History of the North Pariih of Bridge- 
water (now Brockton).— I'revious to I7U0 iliu tiuiu- 
bur oF Hdlcctiiieii in the old town of Briil^cnnler was 
throe, nnd they were uhoaen by uoiuionlion, which 
oustuiii was continued till 1767, when ibo number 
ohosen j'early was five, — one from enoh parish, — till 
Iho incnriHiralion of tho town of North Rridgcwntcr. 
The rollowiiiK arc tbosu chosen Tor the North ParUh 
of Bridge water : 



Shepnrd Fi»he, 1757-7 i. 
CoLFIiiNoon Cary, 1770- 
NiUbniiiul UayimliK 171 



iHacbar Snail. Eai|., 178A-8fi. 
Capt. JoHo I'orklna, l7Sn-Dfi. 
Miij. Daniel t:ary, l7Un-IK01. 
(.-aiit. Abol Klngmiin, 1BD2-1I, 



CLERKS. 

List of clerks in tho North Parish of Bridgewater, 
and iho years each hns served : 



John llowani, I77Z-SI. 
Dnniol Howard, 17B2-R5. 
Cnpl, Jemo Porklri), I78li-Bl. 
Daniel Cniy, 17(12-1803. 



Capt. Jdmo Porkina, 1803-15. 
Jeeie Perkins, Jr., tBllt-18. 
Adin Piioknrd, 181U. 
LetDOol French, 1C20, '31. 
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TRBA8URBR8. 

Treasurers of the North Parish of Bridgewatar 
from 1738 to 1821 : 

Abiol Pftokard, 17SS-4S. 
Peaoon Samuel Weit, 1744, '46. 
Samuel Brett, 174(M8. 
ConiUnt Southworth, 1747. 
Daniel Howard, 1749-61. 
laaao Packard, 1762-64. 
Abia Keith, 1755, '69-«l. 
Thomas Torrej, 1756, '68. 
Jabei Field, 1767. 
Abel Packard, 17C2. 
Br. John Staples Crafts, 1763, 

'64. 
Zachariah Gary, 1705. 
Darnubas Packard, 1760-71. 
Nathaniel Southworth, 1772, 

'70, '77. 



Oapt. J«MO Perkioi, 1773, '81, 

'82. 
Issaehar Snell, 1774. 
Reuben Paokard, 1776. 
Simeon Packard, 1778, '79. 
Simeon Carj, 1780. 
Capt. David Packard, 1783. 
Lieut. Daniel Gary, 1784-92. 
Jonathan Perkins, 1793, '94. 
Abel Kingman, 1705-1800. 
Caleb Howard, 1801. 
Capt. Howard Cary, 1802-9. 
Peret Crocker, 1810. 
Jonathan Heals, 1811, '12. 
lobabod Howard, 1813. 
Kdward Southworth, 1814-21. 



PARISH COMMirrSB. 

Committee of the North Parish of Bridgewater 
from 1738 to 1821, showing the years each has served: 

Timothy Keith, 1738-40, '40. 

David Packard, 1738-46. 

Daniel Howard, 1738, '39, '41-48, '62-56. 

Samuel Kingman, 1730-40. 

James Packard, 1741, '42, '61, '52. 

Zachariah Snell, 1743, '40, '47, '54. 

Samuel West, 1744, '45. 

Abiel Packard, 1740-48, '60, '62, '64, '50-68, '00, '61, '63-09. 

Moses Curtis, 1748, '49. 

Solomon Packard, 1749. 

Robert Howard, 1750, '61, '66, '70, '81. 

Henry Kingman, 1750, '61, '65, '67, '68. 

Shepard Fiske, 1763, '66-68. 

Simeon Cary, 1760, '61, '77, '70, '01. 

Nathaniel Reynolds, 1760, '66, '70, '72, '74, '76. 

Constant Southworth, 1760, '62, '04. 

Bbeneser Packard, 1762, '63, '08, '60, '73, '74. 

Isaac Packard, 1766, '72. 

Abia Keith, 1770. 

Barnabas Howard, 1771, '72, '74, '70, '78. 

Dr. Philip Bryant, 1771, '76, '76, '70, '06, '97. 

Jacob Packard, 1772. 

Simoon Drett, 1777. 

Deacon David Bdson, 1776. 

Josiah Hayden, 1778. 

Jesse Perkins, 1780, '83, '91, '93, '96, '98-1800. 

Jonathan Cary, 1780, '84, '86, '87-90. 

Capt. Zebedee Snell, 1780, '86, '04, '06. 

Zechariah Qumey, 1781, 1812, '21. 

lohabod Bdson, 1781. 

Issaehar Snell, 1782, '84-03. 

Matthew Kingman, 1782-03, '08. 

Reuben Packard, 1782. 

William Shaw, 1783. 

lohabod Howard, 1704, 1802, '04-00. 

Dr. Blisha Tillson, 1704, '05, '07. 

Capt Lemuel Packard, 1700, '00, 1803, '07, '08. 

Timothy Ames, 1700. 

Dr. John S. Crafts, 1707. 

Col. Caleb Howard, 1708, 1801, '03, '11-13, '16-21. 

Joseph Silvester, Rsq., 1700, 1K00. 

Jonathan Perkins, Jr., 1800, '10, '15, '10, '20. 



Issaehar Snell, Jr., 1801. 

Daniel Cary, 1801. 

Peres Soathworth, 1802, '04-10, '12-14, '21. 

Howard Gary, 1803. 

Capt. Gideon Howard, 1804-10. 

Moses Gary, 1807-09. 

Asa Jones, 1809. 

Col. Bdward Southworth, 1810. 

Abel Kingman, Bsq., 1811, '13, '14. 

Thomas Packard, 1811. 

Capt. Robert Paekard, 1817, '18. 

MODBRATORS OF PRBCINOT MBBTING8. 
Modcraturs of the yearly precinct iiiceliiigs for Uio 
choice of officers from 1738 to the inoorporatioD of 
the town of North Bridgewater in 1821, also the date 
of annual meetin<^ : 



Timothy Keith, Fob. 5, 1739. 
Timothy Kcilh, Mar. 12, 1730. 
Jas. Packard, March 26,1739. 
John Kingman, Mar. 24, 1740. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 23, 1741. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 23, 1742. 
Abiel Packard, Mar. 28, 1743. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 28, 1744. 
Shepard Fiske, Mar. 25, 1745. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 26,1740. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 25, 1747. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 28, 1748. 
Abiol Packard, Mar. 27, 1749. 
Abiel Packard, Mar. 29, 1760. 
Abiel Packard, Mar. 25, 1751. 
Shepard Fiske, Mar. 25, 1752. 
Constant Southworth, March 

28, 1753. 
Shepard Fiske, Mar. 28, 1754. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 26,1755. 
Shepard Finko, Mar. 20, 1750. 
Shepard Fiske, Mar. 28, 1757. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 28, 1758. 
Zachariah Snell, Mar. 20, 1769. 
Simeon Cary, March 19, 1760. 
Constant Southworth, Mareh 

10, 1761. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 22, 1762. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 26, 1763. 
Sho|mrd Fiske, Mar. 10, 1704. 
Simeon lirett, March 27, 1765. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 19, 1766. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 18, 1767. 
Constant Southworth, March 

22, 1768. 
Simoon Cary, March 20, 1709. 
Simeon Cary, March 20, 1770. 
Nathaniel Reynolds, Mareh 

20, 1771. 
Nathaniel Roynolds, March 

12, 1772. 
Simeon Cary, March 22, 1773. 
Simeon Brett, March 28, 1774. 
Nathaniel Reynolds, March 

20, 1775. 
Simoon Cary, March 14, 1770. 
SimtMMi Cary, Miiruh 17, 1777. 
Simuuu Uiiry, March 25, 1778. 



Simoon Gary, Maroh 17, 1779. 
Thomas Thompson, Mareh 27, 

1780. 
Simoon Brett, Mareh 19, 1781. 
Capt. Jesse Perkins, Maroh 19, 

1782. 
Col. Josiah Hayden, Mareh 13, 

1783. 
Issaehar Snell, Bsq., Maroh 

11, 1784. 
Matthew Kingman, Mar. 17, 

1786. 
Barnabas Howard, Mareh 29, 

1780. 
Dr. Philip Bryant, Maroh 21, 

1787. 
Capt. Zebedee Snell, Maieh 18, 

1788. 
Issaehar Snell, Bsq., Maroh 

19, 1789. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 18, 1790. 
Issaehar Snell, Mar. 22, 1791. 
Issaehar Snell, Mar. 19, 1792. 
Issaehar Snell, Mar. 19, 179S. 
MaUhew Kingman, Mar. 17, 

1794. 
Dr. Blisha Tillson, Mareh 10, 

1796. 
Dr. Philip Bryant, Mareh 21, 

1700. 
Lemuel Paekard, Mar. 9, 1797. 
Daniel Howard, Mar. 8, 1798. 
Caleb Howard, March 7, 1799. 
Matthew Kingman, Mar. 0, 

1800. 
Joseph Sylvester, Jr., Mareh 

2, 1801. 
Daniel Howard, Jr., Mareh 4, 

1802. 
Daniel Howard, Jr., Maroh 28, 

1803. 
Moses Cary, Maroh 27, 1804. 
Abel Kingman, Mar. 11, 1806. 
Caleb Howard, Mar. 27, 1806. 
Jona. Peikins, Mar. 30, 1807. 
Howard Cary, Mareh 21, 1808. 
Dr. Nathnn Porry, March 20, 

1 809. 
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Jona. Perkins, Mar. 19,1810. 
Quieon Howard, Mar. 18, 1811. 
Caleb Howard, Mar. 23, 1812. 
Jona. Perkins, Mar. 15, 1813. 
Jos. SyWeater, Maroh 24, 

1814. 
Jos. Sjlvester, March 13, 

1815. 
Caleb Howard, Maroh 4, 1816. 



Joseph SylTosier, Jr., Maroh 

21, 1817. 
Joseph Sjlvester, Jr., April S, 

1818. 
Howard Cary, Beq., Mareh 25, 

1819. 
Calob Howard, Mar. 10, 1820. 
Dr. John S. Crafts, March 10, 

1821. 



Namei. 



Polls. 



PARISH TAX, 1744. 

The following is a list of rates as made out by the 
assessors in the North Parish of Bridgewator (now 
Brockton) for the payment of Rev. John Porter*s 
salary for the year 1744, as made out by Daniel 
Howard and Robert Howard, assessors of the pre- 
cinct, Scptcnibor ye Hth, 1744, and couimittod to 
Joshua Warren, constable, for collection, and is in- 
serted to show the inhabitants of (he parish at that 
date: 



11 
3 



3 
9 

3 9 



7 
7 
3 
7 



Names. Polls. Tax. 

£ t.d. 

Timothy Kotth 2 2 7 ft 

Davia riwktird 3 3 113 

Bnlomon Piu^kanl.. 2 2 7 A 

.laooh AHoii 113 9 

John Kingman (2il) 113 9 
Benjamin E<l8on... 3 3 
John Kingman (3d) 1 I 
Henry Kingman ..11 
Deacon Packard... 2 2 
Zeohariah Packard 2 2 

James Torrej 

Joshna Warren 2 2 

JaniiM lliMvHt 113 9 

Micali liunglonl.... 113 9 

Daniel lliokard 113 9 

Ahiel Packard 2 2 7 A 

C. Sonthworth 2 2 

Widow li. Packard 

Cflleb Phillips 1 1 

John Johnoon 

Zaohariah Cary 2 2 

John Pratt 113 9 

Zeehariah Snoll.... 2 2 7 6 
William French.... 

Rlisha Dunbar 113 9 

Abiah Keith 1 1 

Daniel Field, Jr.... 1 1 

Bbenexer Hill 113 9 

John Hatllos 113 9 

JoKoph IMtinnry.... 113 9 
NNth'l Koynolds.... 113 9 
Thomas Reynolds.. 113 9 
Samael Pettingill.. 113 9 

AsaPoUingill 2 2 7 6 

Isaac Allen I 1 3 9 

Dcnj. Ilayward 113 9 

Zeohariah Cary 113 9 

Bilward White 113 9 

John lUndall 2 2 7 

William French.... 113 9 
David French 113 9 



Names. 



Polls. Tax. 



7 

3 

7 



A 

9 

6 



3 
3 



iHHiin Fullor I 

Jacob Piiokanl 1 

A if X an dor Wilxon. 1 

hiiviil Itrown I 

Daniel Anirs 1 

Dnniel Howard I 

Robert Howard 2 

Samuel West 1 

Pelatiah Phinney.. 1 

Seth Packard 1 

David Packard, Jr. 1 
William Packard... 2 

Mark IVrkinn 3 

SaiMUol Ilreit 1 

A. Thompson 2 

Jahet Field 2 

Walter Downic 2 

Rcnj. Pettingill 1 

Joseph Pettingill... 1 

Peter Edson 1 

Benjamin Worrick. 1 

John Buck I 

Simeon Cary 1 

Jonathan Cary 1 

Thomas Terrill 1 

John Coley 1 

Zopio (o«)lored) I 

Thomas Henry 1 

Matthew Buck 1 

Abiah Koith 1 

Widow Keith 

Ames 

Japhet Riokard.... 

Rphraim Willis 

John llrett 1 

Thomas Buck I 

Benj. Rdson, Jr.... 1 

John Dailey 

Charles Snell 1 

Ed wM Sonthworth. 2 
Shepard Fiske 



£ 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

I 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1 

I 



1 

1 

I 



1 

2 




«. d. 

3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
7 6 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
7 6 
II 3 
3 U 



7 
7 
7 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 



6 
6 
C 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 



3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 
3 9 

3 9 
3 9 

3 9 
3 9 



3 

3 
7 





9 
9 
6 




PoU-Tax List for 1770 —The following? list is in- 
serted to show the residents of the North Parish of 
Bridgewater (now Brockton) in 1770, with the num- 
l)or of polls ap;niiiKt e:ich houHoholder : 



Nnmcs. Polls. 

Joseph Allen 1 

Samuel Itrolt 1 

Himcon Brett 3 

MattliewBnok 3 



Names. Polls. 

Dr. Philip Bryant I 

Seth Bryant 1 

Job Bryant 1 

Jeremiah Beal 2 



Names. 



PolU. 



Japhet Deal 1 

Zeehariah Cary 1 

Joseph Cole 1 

Samuel Cole 2 

Zachariah Gurney 1 

Lieut. Ellsha Gnrney 1 

Mieah Gurney 1 

Daniel Howard, Esq 1 

Capt. Barnnbas Howard 1 

Capt. Robert Howard 2 

Robert Howard, Jr 1 

Blisha Ilayward 1 

Joseph Ilayward 1 

Jonathsn Hayden I 

Josiah Hayden 2 

Abiah Keith 2 

Nathan Keith 2 

Jacob Keith 

Daniel Manly 

John Brett 

Capt. Abiol Packard 

Thomas Packard 

TiuKithy Packard 

David Packard 

David Packard, Jr 

Abiexer Packard 

William Piickard 

William Packard, J r 

Lemuel Packard 

Capt. Inaac Ptvckard 

Abia Packard 

Ensign Abel Packard 

John Packanl 

Natliiiii 4*ackani, Jr 

Barnnbaa Pralt 

Thomas Pratt 

JonalhHn Perkins 

Daniel Pettingill 

Stephen Pettingill 

Caleb Philips 

Capt. Eliphalot Phillips 

Nathaniel Reynolds 

riiilip Roynoldo 

Jonaff RoynohlM 

Timothy Roynolds 

Thomas Roynolds 

Jacob Rickard 

Charles Richardson 

Ens. Issachar Snell 

Zebodee Snell 

Nehomiah Lincoln 

Ebeneser Packard 

Jacob Packard 

Nathan Packard , 

Simeon Packard 

James Packard 

Reuben Packard 

Serb Packard 

Lieut. Josiah Packard 

Joshua Piiekard 

Daniel Pnckard 

Blisb Packard..^ 

Barnabas Packard 

George Piickanl 

Josiah Perkins 

Samuel Pettingill 

Edmund Pettingill 

Joseph Pettingill , 

Daniel Richards 

John Richards 

Constant and Nath. South' 

worth 

Edward Sonthworth 

Ephrsim Cole 

Joneph Colo, Jr 

Bphraim Churchill 2 



Ashley Curtis, Jr 1 

Blisha Danb&r 

Blisha Donbar, Jr 

Seth Dunbar 

Silas Dunbar 

Jesse Dunbar 

Ens. John Dailey 

Jabes Field 3 

Levi French 1 

Ebenexor Snell 2 

Cornet Charles Snell 2 

Eleaser Snow, Jr 2 

Samuel BturleTsnt 

Bsekiel Sonthworth 

Bdmund Soper , 

Jacob Thayer , 

Enoch Thayer 

Zeohariah Watkins, Jr , 

Eleaser Cole , 

Ephraim Willis 

Demetrius Rickard 

Fohes Field 

Samuel Brett, J 

Ezra Cary 

Abram Packard 

Knos Thayer 

Barnabas Curtis 

Eleaser Cole 

Dnniel Ames 

Timothy Ames 

Noah Ames 

Benjamin Amos^ 

Simoon Alden 

IsiuM^ BretL 

Simoon Cary 

Jonathan Cary 

Dr. John Staples Crafts 

Dencon David Edson 

James Edson 

Benjamin Edson 

Jacob Edson 

William Edson 

lohabod Kd.<«itn 

Bbenexer Eilson 

Isnac Fuller 

Mark Ford 

Thomas llendr}', entate, 

Lieut. John Howard 2 

Adam Howard 

Lieut. Henry Kingman 2 

Matthew Kingman 

Henry Kingman, Jr 

John and Adam Kingman... 

John Kingman, Jr 

LcTi Keith 

I«emuel Sonthworth 

Benjamin Sonthworth 

William Shaw 

.Tosoph Sylvester 

Thomas Thompson 

S«'th Thayer 

Joshua Warren 

Ebeneser Warren 

Ksra Warren 

Thomas Went 

William French.. 

Isaiah Fuller 

Lieut. Daniel Noycs... 

Jacob Noyos 

Samuel Noycs. 

David Porter 

Joseph Porter 

Samuel Dike 

Jesse Perkins 

Jaoob Packard, J r 

Moses Cary 



United States Land Tax.—" General list of nil 
])w(!llin^ IloiiHOH which, with thu OuUflouRcs appur- 
tennnt thereto and the Lots on which the Same are 
erected, not exceeding two Acres in any Case, were 
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owned, possofised, or occupied, on the Ist day of Oc- 
tober, 1798, within the Assessment District No. 10, 
in the Sixth Division of the State of Massachosetts, 
exceeding in value the Sum of One Hundred Dollars :" 



VaIq- 
Na»M of reputed ownen. ation. 

Daniel Alden $200 

Timothy Ames.... 230 

Noali Amat 225 

Job Ames 225 

Joseph Alden 110 

Daniol Alden 830 

Philip Dryant 500 

Anui iirott 110 

Jobliryant 200 

Samuel and Wm. Brett.. 275 

JapbetRoal 250 

Bphraiiii Ck>lo 500 

Jonathan and James 

Gary .325 

Jonathan Gary, Jr 200 

Simeon and lloward 

Gary 325 

Jacob and Kbonezer Dun- 
bar 220 

Jacob Dunbar, Jr 150 

Samuel Diice, Jr 120 

ManRSseh and Samuel 

Diokoimau 325 

lohaboil Kdrion 250 

Seth Edson 105 

William »nd William 

KdHun 120 

David Edson 230 

Jamonand Jo8tah Kdson. 120 

Josiali and Klinha Kamos. 200 

James Eaten 106 

Pobes, JabeXy and Daniel 

Field 500 

William Field 175 

Asa Ford 175 

Marie and Samuel Ford.. 150 
Beuileel and Bothuol 

Field 200 

Zecharlali (lurney | 

Zoohariali Ourney Jr. ) 
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Silas Sturtovant I 20O 

Bphraim droves J 

Caleb llayward 125 

Ichabod Howard 025 

John Howard 500 

Alfred Howard 230 

Bobert and Robert IIow- 

ard,Jr 400 

Mary Howard ) 20O 

Solomon Hill j 

Waldo lloward 110 

Asaph Howard 200 

Asaph Hayward 275 

Joseph Hayward 175 

Barnabas and Jonas 

Hayward 500 

Daniel Howard (2d) 300 

John Hunt 180 

Oliver Howard 350 

Gideon Howard 400 

William Jameson 

Asa Jones 175 

Epbraira Jackson 230 

JonalhanKuith 280 

Levi Keith 350 

Luke Perkins and Isaac 

Porter 

Josiah Perkins 120 

Benjamin Packard 450 

Joseph Packard 105 

Widow Gontent Packard. 150 

Mark Perkins 175 

Levi Packard 325 

WidowDorothy Packard. 275 

Pynis Packard 175 



Yalu- 

Names of reputed ownera atSoa. 

Thomas and Elijah Pack- 
ard $175 

Abiah and Howard 

Packard 250 

Josiah Pratt 

Jonas Itoynolds 150 

Widow Elisabeth Rey- 
nolds ........ 150 

Seth Snow 105 

Ephraim Sturtcvant 275 

Jonathan Snow 200 

Siliis and Widow Snow.. 550 
Zoishariah and Oliver 

Snow 275 

Jeremiah Beal 175 

Isaac and Joseph Brett.. 020 

Samuel Brett 150 

Rnfus IJrctt 110 

Daniel Cairy 350 

Thomiis Craft 550 

Kphraim Churchill 105 

Ilarnnbas Curtis 120 

Jodcpli and B. Crosswoll. 105 

Moses Gary 110 

Snmuol Chosman 175 

lU'njaiiiin Koilh 275 

Rhcpard Kvith 150 

Sctli Khi;;iiian 500 

Maltliuw Kiugman 275 

Matt. Kingman (guar- 

iliai) of Isaac Packard). 325 

Abol Kingman 150 

Nathan Keith 120 

Henry Kingman 150 

Nchcmiah Lincoln 175 

Nathan Leiioh l.SO 

Nathaniel Mnnley 2.30 

Daniel Maiiloy 2.(0 

Daniel Manloy, Jr 110 

'rhoiiuui Macombcr 200 

Hayward Marfhnll 175 

Ephraim Noyes 500 

Josiah Packard 500 

Kliphalet Packard 150 

Nathaniel and Leonard 

Orcutt 135 

Silns Packard 025 

Jonathan Perkins, Jr.... 150 

Ames Packard 110 

Ebenexer, Lot, and Rob- 
ert pHckanl 300 

Jonas Packard 150 

James Porter 120 

Josiah Packard 200 

Lemuel Packard 050 

Jonathan Perkins 110 

Nathan Packard 325 

Jesse and Zadoc Perkins. 025 

Rebecca Perkins ) |20 

Noah Packard } 

James Perkins 000 

Thomas Packard 130 

John Porter 

Luke Perkins 

Shepard Perkins j 

Widow Abigail Perkins ] 

Zobedee Snell 

Issachar Snell... 

Joseph Snell 

Joseph Sylvester 

Joseph Sylvester, Jr 

Benjamin South worth... 

Shepard Snell 

William and Mioah Shaw 
Nathaniel Snell 



200 

275 

175 
400 
110 
120 
350 
105 
150 
300 
275 



Yalu- 
Maaies of reputed ownen. atiuu. 

Peres South worth $210 

John Tilden 275 

Thomas and Thomas 

Thompson, Jr 400 

James Thompson 

Seth Thayer 110 



ValM- 
Msmss of rspated ownera. atloa. 

Jeremiah Thayer $110 

Bnos Thayer 2S0 

John Wales ISO 

Thomas Willis. 600 

Bphraim Willis 250 

Nahux MrroHBLL, ilsssstor. 



John Whitmam, 
Solomon Uatward, 
Danibl Oaky, 
jomatoah goprlamd, 
Danikl Fobbs, 

BHiiKiKWATBii, Maroh 5, 1709. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Precinct Controversy and Incorporation of the Town — Indian 
History— Petition of the North Parish (Asa Howard and 
others) to bo Incorporated into a Town — liomonstranoe of 
Gideon Howard and others — Romonstranoe of Eliab Whit- 
man and others — Petition in aid of Asa Howard and others 
fur an Act of Incorporation — Remonstrance of Daniel lluw- 
anl, Enq., as Agent fur the Town of llriilguwatur — Volo of 
the Town — Petition of Joksu Packanl and olIiorK in aid of 
Asa Howard's Putition — Tlio Act of 1 ncor|H>ratiou as fiassod 
Juno 15, 1821 — First Town- MooLing. 

Precinct Gontroyersy and Incorporation of the 
Town. — Thii people of the North Parish reuiaincd 
contented with their connection with the other portions 
of (ho town (or :i ion«; time ; hut, nn the ninnlMT of 
iiihahitant.s increimoti, they coinnioneed to dimtiiMS (he 
propriety of hecoiuing u town by thenisclvos. The 
first step tuken in that direction wus in 1703. In a 
warrant for a parish meeting, dated June 15, 1793, 
we find the following: 

*^ To see if the Parish will petition to the town to 
be set off into a town by themselves, or petition the 
West PnriHh to join with them into a (own if thoy 
should get voted off by said town.** At a meeting 
held June 26, 1793, agreeably to notification, *^ the 
above article was negatived, and the meeting was 
dissolved by the moderator." 

Things remained quiet in reference to the subject 
of division of the town till Nov. 25, 1814, at which 
time a meeting was held *' to see if the parish will 
petition the town of Bridgewater to vote them off 
into a separate town by,themselves." " Voted not to 
do «o.** 

Another measure was then proposed ; namely, *' To 
see if the parish will petition the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth to incorporate them into a town by 
the name of North Bridgewater, or such other name 
as the parish may think proper, with all the rights 
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and privilcfjcs of other incorporntcd towns." Upon 
this article '* no action was taken, and (he meeting 
was dissolved." Again we find, March 4, 1816, a 
committee of seven were chosen "to consider the 
suhjcct of rcffucsting the town to set them off int« a 
town hy themselves, and U) rcport'at a future meeting." 
Col. Caleb Howard, Daniel Howard, ]<]s(|., Abel King- 
man. Esq., Gideon Howard, Esq., Howard Cary, Esq., 
JoKcph Sylvester, Es(]., and John Wales wore the 
coiuniittec. The meeting was then adjourned to 
April 8, 1816, at which time the parish came to- 
gether, and, after hearing a verbal report from their 
committee, " Voted to take measures to have the 
parish soparat(Ml from the town and incorporated 
with the privileges of a town." Also " voted the 
same committee petition the town to vote that the 
parish be incorporated." What this committee did 
towards forwarding the wishes of the town does not 
appear on record. Again, November 11th of the 
sjinie year, the parish " voted to take measures to 
have this parish separated from the town and incor- 
porated with the privileges of a town." Thirty-nine 
in favor, nineteen opposed to the racisure. We 
should judge by the records that nothing was done 
for a few days, as we find another meeting was held 
ten days after the above vote was passed, at which a 
committee of four was chosen, with full instructions 
to p(!tition the Ix^gislnture to incorporate the parish 
with the ])rivilege8 of a town. Sixty-two were in 
favor, and thirty-six opposed to the same. Abel 
Kingman, Esq., Joseph Sylvester, Esq., Col. Edward 
South worth, and Col. Caleb Howard were the com- 
mittee to carry the above vote into effect. 

At a meeting held May 5, 1818, to ascertain the 
yeas and nays on the question of a division of the 
town, the yeas were one hundred and twelve; the 
nays, nineteen. 

Indian History. — The war of the colonists .with 
King Philip proved very disastrous to the Indian 
race. Many obstacles were thrown in their way, 
which so far discouraged them that they were forced 
to give up their possessions and seek other localities 
away from the new-comers, who were gradually 
extending their territory westward. 

" There was a time when red men climbed these hilli, 
And wandered hy these plains and rills, 
Or rowed the light oanoe along yon river, 
Or rushed to oonfiiet armed with bow and quiTer, 
Or, 'ncath the forest loaves that o'er them hung, 
Thny aoiiiKiil hohl, or IihuI Lhoir war-notes sung." 

To what extent Indians occupied the North Parish 
(now Brockton) we are unable to learn. We have no 
doubt, however, that they were quite numerous, as 



the plow frequently brings to light some relio of post 
days and of an uncivilized people. Spear-points, 
arrow-heads, mortars, pestles, gouges, and stone 
hatchets are oflen found in different sections of the 
town. 

In the north part of the town are found hearth- 
stones of ancient Indian wigwams. There was one 
directly under the house of the late Oliver Howard, 
which was taken down a few years since. Judging 
from the number of relics found in the northerly 
section of the town, we should judge they fre- 
quented that port of the parish to a considerable 
extent. 

The writer has a clay pipe found by Mr. Willard 
Howard near his residence; also specimens of arrow- 
heads of stone found by Bela Keith, Esq., on his 
land at Campello, which are splendid specimens of 
natives* work, besides many other relies of barbarous 
days. 

There is another evidence of the town having been 
the residence of the red man. In the west part of 
the town, on what is called " Stone House Hill," a 
natural cave is found in the solid stone, from which 
the hill derives its name, which is said to have been 
the dwelling of some tribe of Indians. It is situ- 
ated on or near the old road leading from North 
Bridgewater (now Brockton) to Easton, and near the 
residence of Timothy liemick. 

It is also traditionary that Indians had their hats 
in the valley of Salisbury lliver, opposite Campello, 
and so on north as far as the bridge at *' Spragae*8 
Factory.*' There was an Indian family named Ham- 
mond, who lived on the land recently owned by the 
late Benjamin Kingman, Esq., west of his farm-bam, 
in a lot formerly known as the " Old Pasture/' and 
nearly opposite the residence of Lucius Keith, or the 
Seth Kingman place. The native Indian tribes living 
upon maize and fish principally, as well as game, we 
are inclined to the opinion that they generally sought 
for dwelling-spots near some stream, where fish could 
be found, as it made no difference about their game, 
that they could find all over the forests. 

It is impossible at the present time for us to realise 
to ourselves the situation of the first white settlers of 
the town. They lived in constant fear of a sudden 
attack. Exposed at all times, they were haunted in 
their imaginations by death with torture, or of a hope- 
less captivity. The principal companion of the white 
man, whether in the field or at his dwelling, was his 
gun. While at his daily labor in the cultivation of 
his lands, if ho had not his gun, he was likely at any 
time to be carried away. 

Even down to a late period, when people assembled 
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for public worship, a guard was the first thing to es- 
tabiitfh, in order that they might not be suddenly 
captured. 

We do not learn that the people of the North 
Pariah were so much molested aa in some other por- 
tions of the ancient town, for the reason the white 
people did not settle that portion to any extent till 
after 1700. 

Mitchell, in his oxcollont *' TTiHtory of Bridge- 
water," says '* that the people displayed great courage 
and intrepidity during Philip's war, and were often 
advised to desert their dwellings and repair to the sea- 
shore towns.'* They, however, resolutely kept their 
ground, and helped other towns to do the same. 
Whatever others may think, there is something sad 
in the reflection that the natives of these hills and 
valleys have disappeared, and at the same time we 
cannot regret that a Christian and enlightene^l people 
have taken the places of a barbarous and heathen 
race. The last vestige of the tribe that once traveled 
over the soil of Bridgewater has long ago disappeared. 

'' Alas for them ! their daj is o'er; 
Tlieir fires are out on hill and shore." 

Petition of Asa Howard and others. — March 

25, 1819, the parish *' voted to petition the Legisla- 
ture the next session for a division of the town." 
Abel Kingman, Esq., Col. Caleb Howard, Joseph 
Sylvester, Esq., and Col. Edward Southworth were 
chosen a committee to drafl a petition and get peti- 
tioners. The following is a copy of the same us pre- 
sented to the General Court : 

*' To the HonorahU Senate and Honorable Houee of Repreeen- 

tativee of ihe Oomtnunwealth of Maeeachuaett* in General 

Court aeeembled, A.D,, 1819: 

"The petition of the subsorilMrs, inhabitants of the north 
preoinot of Bridgewater, hanihly shows that the town of 
liridgowutor is largo and extonsive in lorritory, and furnishes 
about eleven or twolve hundred voters, of which nuiul>or nourly 
three hundred belong to the north prceinot, and have to travel 
from Ave to seven miles on an average to attend town-meetings, 
over a pieoe of waj whioh is generally very bad in the months 
of Maroh and April ; and in having to transact our town busi- 
ness such a distance from home, it subjects us to a great ex- 
pense of time and travel, which might bo saved if wo wore sot 
oflf into a separate town, as wo then could transiMt all our town 
and parish business on the same days. We would further rep- 
resent that it is very difficult in full meetings doing the busi- 
ness of the town in their present house on aocciunt of it being 
out of repair and not of suflloient sixo. Several uttuuipts liavo 
been made to repair and make the house suitable for the whole 
town to meet and transact their business in, but have failed. 

"Tour petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that the honor- 
able Legislature will take into their wise consideration the 
grievances above stated, and set off and incorporate said pre- 
dnot into a separate town, by the name of North Bridgewater, 
and by Ihe tines and estates that It was incorporated by, and 



has bean improvi 
And in doty will 

"Asallowanl 
Jeremiah Bi 
Aiel Oumey 
Jeremiah B< 
Asa Ford. 
Caleb PhiUi] 
John Paokai 
Oliver Snell, 
Oliver Snoli. 
Jeremiah Si 
Thomas Reji 
Daniel Amei 
Gastavus Sy 
Area Keith. 
Caleb Jack* 
Jonathan Si 
Zaehariah G 
John Burrill 
Benjamin A 
Isaac Hortoi 
Jonathan P< 
James Hate) 
Orren Fazoi 
Lemuel Frei 
Isaac Clapp. 
Ambrose Pa 
Joseph Whii 
Jusopli Wild 
Zenas Packs 
Barnabas B< 
Simeon Dun 
Zenas Packo 
Oliver Dike. 
Abel Kingm 
William Tri 
Jonas llowa 
Jonathan Co 
Peres Crock< 
Bela Keith. 
Eliphalet Bi 
Ambrose Pa 
Zophar FieU 
Ichabod Hoi 
Klijah Drak 
Cyrus Warn 
Parmonus 11 
Apollas ilov 
John Porter 
Blisha Tillsc 
Martin Dral 
Joseph Key I 
Simoon Dun 
Apollas PacI 
John Battloi 
Asa Pratt. 
Israel Packs 
Barslllai Fi( 
Thomas Wal 
Micah Faxo 
Mark Faxon 
Perez Sooth 
Matthew Sn 
Cyrus B. Ph 
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Doihuel Fiold. 
Robert Howard. 
Nathan Leaeb, Jr 
Bdward Pratt 
Nathan Hay ward. 
Benjamin F. Diokerman. 
Parmonafl Packard, 
lloasolor Junes. 
Jofiiah JirclL 
Martin Gary. 
David Ford. 
David Ford, Jr. 
Abyah Knapp, Jr. 
David Packard (2d). 
Charlofl Lincoln. 
Joliii Packnril. 
itoiijaniin Kingman. 
Jaboi Kingman. 
Simeon Packard. 
Joseph Faxon. 
Nathaniel Ames. 
Micah Packard. 
David Packard. 
Dornanl Jackson. 
Joseph Silvester. 
John (/obb. 
Samuel Dike, Jr. 
Jonas Packard. 
Samuel Ford. 
Adin Packard, Jr. 
Thomas Wales. 
Noah Chosman. 
Howard Carj. 
Jf«aAc Keith (:UI). 
Sjlvanus French. 
Zibeon Brett. 
Oxen (lurnoy. 
Edward South worth. 
Asa Jones. 
Zibeon Packard. 
Abiol Kingman. 
Zibeon Colo. 
Joseph Reynolds, Jr. 



Calvin Brjant. 
Jonas Reynolds. 
Samuel Chosman. 
Sprague Snow. 
Mark Ford. 
Enos Thayer. 
Eliphalet Thayer. 
Alexander Thayer. 
Alexandffr Thayer, Jr. 
William Aldon, Jr. 
William Packard. 
Isaac Packard. 
Joseph D. Snoll. 
Isaac Brett. 
Alpheus Tribou. 
Isaac Reynolds. 
Eliphiix Spraguo. 
Adin Piutktvnl. 
Jgri^o Perkins. 
Stillmnn Willis. 
Ziba Keith. 
David Edson, Jr. 
Samuel Harris. 
Galen Warrrn. 
John May. 
Nathaniel Man ley. 
Porcjt Sou til worth, Jr. 
William 13rown, Jr. 
Ichabod Howard. 
Alvah Warren. 
Oliver Lenoh. 
Josiah Bflson. 
Micah Shaw. 
Samuel Dike. 
John Ihiiiiphroy. 
Lewis Dailie. 
James Humphrey. 
Joseph llujTward. 
Nathaniel Hobart. 
Nathan Leach. 
Howard Packard. 
Daniel J. Dickerman. 
Nathaniel Wales. 



Aphia Alden. 

*'Tw Srnatk, June .3, 1819. 

" Read and committed to the Committee on the Incorporntion 

of Towns. 

"Sent down for oonenrrence. 

"Jonn Phillips, PrttidtntJ* 

*' House of RBPRBSBNTATivBg, June 3, 1819. 

" Read and oonourred. 

"TiMornr Biorlow, iVjpeaiktfr.' 



*» 



Iloro fdilows tho action of tho General Court upon 
the }>otition : 

"OOMlfOHirBALTH OF MABSACHUgBTTS. 

"In Sbnate, June 4, 1819. 

"On a petition aforesaid, Ordered, That the petitioners cause 
an attested copy of their petition, with this order thereon, to 
be served on the Town Clerk of said town of Bridgewater, 
tliirty days at leant Wforo tho Meoond We<ln«s<lay of the sooond 
Session or the present General Court, that all pors«)ns interested 
may then appear and show eauso (if any tlicy have) why the 
praynr of said |>etiti»n should not bo granted. 

" Sent down Tor eononrrenee. 

" JoHH PniLLiPH, Pretideni," 



"In lIoimH OF RKmBSBNTATivin, Juno 4, 1819. 
" Rend and oonourred. 

"Timothy Bioblow, Speaker, 
" A true copy. Attest : 

" S. F. McClbary, Clerk of the Senate," 

" Bridgbwatbr, September 27, 1819. 
"This order of notiee, with a copy thereof, was left with me 
by Abel Kingman, Esq. 

" Eli A KIM Howard, Town Clerk,*' 

At the second session of the General Court, the 
town of Bridgewater was represented by Daniel How- 
ard, who had been chosen as the agent of the town to 
oppose the petition of Asa Howard and others for an 
act of incorporation. Remonstrances against the pe- 
tition were also presented frfim Gideon Howard and 
ninety-eight others, and Kliab Whitman, Esq., and 
fifty-eight others, also residents of the North Parish, 
and a petition of Bela C. Dike and nineteen others, 
which we publish in full, to show the feeling of the 
parish at that time : 

Bemonstranoe of Gideon Howard and others. 
— The following is a true oopy of Gideon Howard's 
remonstrance : 

" To the Honorable Senate and Houee of Hepreeentativee of the 
Commonwealth of Maeeachueette in General Court aeeembled, 
January Term, 1820: 

"The subscribers, inhabitants of the North Parish of the town 
of Bridgewater, beg leave respectfnlly to remonstrate against 
tho petition or Asa Howard and others praying the General 
Court of Massiiuhusotis to set off and incorporate the North 
Parish of the town of Bridgewater aforesaid with all the privi- 
leges of a town. Your remonstrants feol imperiously nrged by 
a sense oT duly to again come forward, the steady and decided 
supporters of the union of the town of Bridgewater. The 
preservation of the union, resources, influence, respectability, 
and friendly intercourse which subsists between the sections of 
so large a town is with them an object truly desirable; and, 
upon most candid examination, they are at a loss on what to 
bottom this eager desire to loosen tho bands of its union and 
degrade its importance. It is a fact well known that but few 
towns in the county of this Commonwealth have managed their 
public business more correctly for fifty years past than the town 
of Bridgewater; and it is believed that, at the present moment^ 
did not the question about division agitate and, indeed, irritate 
the feelings of its inhabitants, the business of the town might 
be performed understandingly, decently, and in order. We feel 
assured your Honors will search in vain for reasons to support 
an opinion that tho lasting and substantial interests of tho town 
will be promoted by division; and we feel equally assured that 
the separation of the section prayed for in the petition aforesaid 
will immediately result in a complete division of the whole town. 
Tour remonstrants wonld not attempt a display of argnmentt 
or objections on this subject, but cheerfully submit their interest 
and wishes to your wise consideration. A former decree, on a 
petition to divide the town of Bridgewater, inspires your re- 
nionstranls with oonndonce in renewing their op|MNiition to nn 
impolltio measure. They are further encouraged by a recent 
vote of tho town, which, by a mi^jority of sixty-flvo votes, de- 
olared that the North Parish should continue a part of the town 
of Bridgewater. The town has at all times been uniform in its 
opposition to division, and an application being made to the 



552 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



Qeneral Court for diviiion bos invariably voted by handaoino 
uii^ority to proMrvo it* uuion. Your roiuoiMtrant*, liowevor, 
oonAdont of saeooM in ib«lr oppoaition, miiy bo disappointed. 
Willi all duo defuronoo to tbo dooinlon wblub tbo (lonoral Ooart 
may maiio on tbis Important subjoot, anzioui for tbo fata of 
Bridgowater ai a town, tbey will early searcb for tbe evidenoe 
of a final result. And tbe first moment of doubt will induee 
tbem to petition your Honors to belong witb tbe property which 
they respectfully hold to tbo town of Bridgewater. 



"Qidcon Howard. 
Luke Paolcard. 
Asa Battles. 
Shepard Packard. 
James Cary. 
Theron Ames. 
Job Ames. 
Darius Howard. 
Lewis Howard. 
Sidney Howard. 
Moses Cary. 
John Craft. 
Silas Packard. 
Jonathan P. Crafts. 
Jesse Perkins, Jr. 
Bbeneier Edson. 
Seth Snow. 
John Smith. 
Blipbalot Kingman. 
Josiub Perkins. 
Nahum Perkins. 
Tliuiiiiis Tliom|Nion. 
John Thompson. 
Josiah Dunbar. 
Silas Dunbar. 
Waldo Hayward. 
Bnos Thayer (2d). 
Seth Bdson. 
William Bdson. 
Otis Howard. 
Qideon Howard, Jr. 
Oliver Howard. 
Lett Bianebard. 
William French. 
Etekiel Merritt. 
M. H. Perkins. 
Amos Whiting. 
Turner Torrey. 
Issachar Suoll. 
Shepard Keith. 
Joseph Sneli. 
Henry Kingman. 
Jacob Fuller. 
Isaac Curtis. 
Charles Packard. 
Preston Packard. 
Caleb Copeland, Jr. 
Oliver Jackson. 
Charles Dunbar. 
Jacob Dunbar. 



Ebencxer Dunbar. 
Samuel Wood. 
Isaac Hartwell, Jr. 
James Willis. 
Abijab Knapp. 
Martin Dunbar. 
John Tilden. 
John Tilden, Jr. 
Daniel Mauley. 
Howard Marshall. 
Oilbert Snell. 
Enos Thayer. 
Ephraim Cole. 
John Ames. 
Rev. Thomas Berasford. 
Samuel Packard. 
Isaac Eames. 
Otis Aldon. 
Alviu Sucll. 
Shepard Snell. 
lioring Brutt. 
Cyrus Howard. 
Nathan Packard. 
Samuel Bryant. 
Seth Kingman. 
Oalen Manley. 
Benjamin Marshall. 
John Wales, Jr. 
Epbraiui Noyes. 
Merritt Noyes. 
Oliver Howard, Jr. 
Barnabas Curtis. 
David Noyes. 
Moses Noyes. 
John Ritchie. 
Ansel Perkins. 
Robert Packard. 
Pores Robinson. 
Ortho II ay ward. 
Asor Packard. 
Zina Hay ward. 
Daniel Howard, Jr. 
David Battles. 
Salmon Manley. 
Austin Howard. 
John Wales. 
Eliab Whitman. 
Samuel Holmes. 
Jonathan Perkins. 



" In HousB OP Rbprksbntativks, January 15, 1820. 
** Read and committed to the Committee on the Incorporation 
of Towns. 

** Sent up for concurrence. Timotuy BiaKU)w, Speaker," 

" In Skm ATB, January 18, 1820. 
** Read and concurred. Joan Phillips, Pretid^nt,* 
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Bemonttranoe of Eliab Whitman and others. 
— The following b a copy of tlio rciiioniitniiioo of 
Kliiib Whitman and othors of tho North PnriMh : 

'* To Ike HomorabU the Senate and the HonornhU the Houee of 
Repreeeutativee of the Oummonteealth of ifaeeaekueette in Gen- 
eral Court aeeembled. Anno Dom. 1820. 
*' We, the undersigned inhabitants of the North Parish in 
Bridgewater, understanding that an order of notiee from yonr 
honorable body has been served on said town of Bridgewater, 
purporting that Asa Howard and 213 otbors have |M:titloned 
the General Court praying that said North Parish may be set 
off from tho town of Bridgewater, and incorporated into a sep- 
arate town by the name of North Bridgewater, do most respect- 
fully represent that, in our opinion, the proposed dismember- 
ment of the town of Bridgewater cannot be supported by such 
reasons and arguments as will justify a measure so repugnant 
to the interest and happiness of tbe said North Parish, as weU 
as to the town at large. We eannot eonoeive what new reasons 
or arguments osn be offered for dividing the town. It is a ISset 
that the population of said town has been nearly stationary for 
forty years past, and the distance from the oentre has not in- 
creased, but in several instances has been considerably shortened, 
and the roads very much improved in that time. It is also a 
fact that there are sections of the south, east, and Titieut 
parishes nearly as remote from the centre of the town as the 
most remotu section of the North Parish, and thoy oannut be 
much rolioved by tho proposod dlvbdou. Tbe town-house is a 
substantial building, and ample in its site, and with a very 
small exponso might bo iiuulu a (MHivoHioiit Hooumm«Nlation for 
our must numerous towu-niootiugs. Nevortheiess, should your 
Honors, in your great wisdom, think it expedient to grant the 
prayer of said petition, and incorporate the said North Parish 
into a distinct and separate town, 

** We, the undersigned inhabitanU of said North Parish, being 
deeply impressed with the belief that such a measure will be 
pregnant with many great and serious evils to said North Parish, 
do most earnestly wish, and humbly pray your Honors, that wo, 
the said undersigned, may, with our estates, l>e ozemptod from 
said Act of Incorporation, and still retain our eonnootion and 
relation to the town of Bridgewater ; and, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. 



'* Bliab Whitman. 
Lett Blanohard. 
Qideon Howard, Jr. 
liCwis llowanl. 
Darius Howard. 
Theron Ames. 
Martin Dunbar. 
Shepard Keith. 
Jonathan Perkins. 
M. H. Perkins. 
Jacob Duubar. 
Ebeneter Dunbar. 
Charles Packard. 
Shepard Snell. 
Sidney Howard. 
Samuel Packard. 
Ephraim Hoyw, 
Moses Noyes. 
Ortho Hayward. 
Austin Howard. 
Rev. Thomas Beresford. 
John Tilden. 
Abjjah Knapp. 



Silas Dnnbar, Jr. 
Thomas Thompson. 
David BatUes. 
Job Ames. 
Asa Battles. 
Ansel Perkins. 
Turner Torrey. 
Hayward MarshaU. 
James Willis. 
Benjamin Marshall. 
Rsekiel Merritt. 
Josiah Perkins. 
Silas Packard. 
Jacob Puller. 
John CrafU. 
Josiah Dunbar. 
William French. 
John Wales, Jr. 
Moses Cary. 
Seth Snow. 

K. Bdson, hU X mariL. 
Jonathan P. Oralis. 
John Tilden, Jr. 
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8oih Bdaon. 
NAliitm PorkiiiK. 
•Icsffo Packard. 
Isaao Curtis. 
Oliver Howard. 
Waldo Ilayward. 



Enofl Thayer (2d). 
Nntimn PiUfkiird. 
Jofiopb Snell. 
Oliver Jackson. 
Isaac Batnos. 
William Edsoo. 



John Wales. 

*' In tiik llortgK oi' Ukpiikskntativkii, January 10, 1820. 

"Read and rolorrcd to the Comniittce nn 1 noorporalion of 

Towns. 

TiMornr Bioklow, Speaker" 



tti 



"In Srnatr, January 10, 1820. 



" Read and concurred. 



"JoiiH PniLLirs, Pretidmi. 



n 



Petition in aid of Asa Howard and others. 
— The following is a copy of a petition in aid of Asa 
Howard and others : 

** To the Honorable Senate and the Honorable House of llepre- 
tentativee in General Court aaeembledy A,D, 1810: 
"The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the North 
Parish of Vridgewater humbly shows that whcrons there is now 
pending before the honorable legislative body the petition of 
Asa Howard and two hundred and thirteen olliors praying for 
said North Parish to bo sot ofl* into a town for various reasons 
did not sign said petition, but have since taken into considera- 
tion tho subjoot-niatLnr of said petition, and are of an opinion 
that it will be very ndvantagrons to tho inhabitants of said 
parish to be sot off as aforesaid, and cannot sec any disad- 
vantage that will ariso to the remaining part of the town by 
granting the prayer of said petitioners. For the foregoing 
reason your petitioners wish to have their names annexed to 
said petition, nnd, in duty bound, will ever prny. 
" Mela 0. Dike. Abijah Pitcher. 

Bbcnoxer Warren Jr. Kphraim Drutt. 

William Gary. Luke P. Lincoln. 

Kphraim Howard. Jusnph 8. Packard. 

Job Bryant. Grin Packard. 

Blisha Belcher. Shubael Clark. 

John Marshall. John B. Harris. 

Moses Paekard. Martin Snow. 

Joel Packard. Charles Gumey. 

Algernon S. Silvester. IssaoharSnell." 

"In IIoi>8K ok RKritKAKNTATivm, January 18, 1820. 
" Read and committed to the Committee on the Incorporation 
of Towns. 

"Sent up for eoneurrenco. 

" TiMOTHT BiORLOW, Speaker.* 



ft 



" Road and concurred. 



"Tn Brnatr, January 18, 1820. 
"John I^imi.miii, President** 



Remonstrance of the Town of Bridgewater. 
— The following is a copy of remonstrance from the 
town of Bridgewater, by Daniel Howard, Esq., as 
agent: 

" To the Honorable Senate and House of JRepreeentativee in 

General Conrt assembled, 

" The subscriber, an agent for the town of Bridgewater, duly 
appointed for this purpose, begs leave, in behalf of said town, 
roK|M*ctriilly to riMnoiistratc against the petition of Asa Howard 
and others, praying that the North Parish of said Bridgewater 



may bo set olT and incorporated into a separate town, by tho 
name of North Bridgewater. 

" This renewed attempt to divide tho town of Bridgewater 
has been witnessed by a large majority of its iohabitants with 
feelings of regret and surprise. It was hoped and believed that 
the petitioners would acquiesce in the decision of the last Gen- 
eral Court, whose attention was called to the subject by a peti- 
tion, both in substance and in form like tho present. Tho 
petitioners, however, having seen fit t(» renew the controversy, 
renders it necessary on the part of tho town again to protest 
against the adoption of a measure whioh no exigeooe or neoos- 
sity requires, and whioh, it is believed, would affect very inju- 
riously the best interests of the inhabitants of Bridgewater. 

" The evils which the petitioners suffer from their oonnection 
with the town are, as they allege, the distance which they have 
to travel to attend town-meetings, the badness of the roads at a 
certain season of the year, and the want of a house oonvenient 
for the transaction of tho business of the town. 

"Tlioro is no town in the Commonwealth the inhabitants of 
whioh, if so disposed, cannot complain of some inconveniences 
to which they are subjected in the transaction of their muni- 
cipal concerns. The inconveniences experienoed in this respect 
by the town of Bridgewater are not more numerous than what 
arc sufTGred by the greater part of the towns in the State. The 
distance traveled by the petitioners to attend town -meetings, 
and tho bndnosn of the roadw, may be inoonvoniencos, but they 
arc not more so now than they have ever been since the town 
wiu incorporated. Thoy are inconveniences to whioh the in- 
habititnls of every country town must, in a greater or less de- 
gree, submit, and to which the people of the North Parish, in 
their more unambitious days, quietly submitted, in the full per- 
suasion, no doubt, that thoy could not be remedied without 
subjecting themselves and the town to others of a much more 
serious and formidable nature. 

" It may bo assorted, however, with truth, that the roads in 
Bridgewater are, generally speaking, uncommonly good. Thoy 
have boon much improved, and, within a few years, new ones 
havo boon opened, lessoning the distance of travel from various 
parts of the town (particularly the North Parish) to the oentro. 

"The numerous population of Bridgewater, to whioh tho 
petitioners have alluded, oonstitutee no impediment to the cor- 
rect and orderly transaction of thejDusiness of the town. 

" Their system of town government, practiced upon for many 
years, very much facilitates the management of their munioipal 
concerns. Kaoh parish has the nomination, and, in fact, tho 
appointment of its proportion of town olTicors, and thus tho 
interests of all are equally consulted. 

" If the town house is out of repair, as stated in the petition, 
it can bo easily fitted so as to accommodate all the inhabitants, 
and nothing has prevented this but the fear of a division, whioh 
the petitioners have contributed so muoh to excite and keep 
alive. 

"The wholo amount, then, of what tho petitioners would 
gain by a separation would be barely saving to themselves of a 
few miles' travel, an advantage too inoonsidorable to balanoo 
the many disadvantages to the town at large, of whioh such a 
measure must be productive. 

" The separation of the North would doubtless be followed 
by a total dismemberment of tlie ancient and respectable town. 
A short time would see us divided into four or five petty towns, 
with an inorease of expense to each, involved in perpetual liti- 
gations with each other, and vexed witli internal broils. The 
seeds of dissension are already sown among us, and wait only 
tho favorable moment of a separation to spring up and yield a 
plentiful harvest. 

It is unnecessary to pursue this subject further, and lot 



II 



664 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



down in order all that ean be said against granting the request 
of the petitioners. Enough has been said in this brief state- 
ment, it is apprehended, to oonvinoe erory eandid and refleoting 
mind that a separation of the North Parisli would, tn Itsolf, lie 
productive of no real advantage, but to the towu of groat and 
lasting injury. 

"January 16, 1820." " Dahibl nowAsn." 

"In Sbnatb, January 18, 1820. 

" Read and committed to the Committee on Ineorporatiun of 

Towns. 

" Sent down for concurrence. 

"John Piiiixipb, Pretident." 

"In Housn of Krpbbsbntativbs, January 18, 1820. 

" Read and concurred. 

"Timothy Uiomjow, Speaker ," 

" The Committee of both Houses appointed to consider ap- 
plications for the Incorporation of Towns, to whom was referred 
the petition of Asa Howard and others, inhabitants of the north 
precinct of Bridgewater, praying Itiitt luiiU prvuinot niity bo in- 
corporated into a separate town, liave had the snuio under con - 
aideration, and aslc leavo to ropurt, that tlie pntycr (if tliv pu- 
tition be so far granted that the petitiunors have luiive to bring 
in a bill for that purpose. 

" Which is respectfully submitted, by order of Committee. 

"Eden Qay, Chairman:' 

" In Sbnatk, February 2, 1820. 
" Read and accepted. 

"Sent down for'concurrence. 

"John Pnii<Lii*s, Pretidetit" 

"HousB OF Rbphkskntativks, Feb. 11, 1820. 

" Read and concurred. 

" B. II. MiLiJi, Speaker pro tem." 

Vote of the Towxl — The vote on the acceptance 
of the report was seventy-eight in favor, and sixty- 
eight opposed. An effort was made to reconsider the 
above vote, which was rejected. 

In the first session held in June, 1820, the petition 
was again presented, and the following action taken : 

"In Sbnatk, June 10, 1820. 

"On the petition aforesaid, Ordered, That the petitioners 
eaose an attested copy of their petition, with this order theVeon, 
to be served on the Town Clerk of Bridgewater, thirty days at 
least before the first Wednesday of the next session of the pres- 
ent General Court, that all persons interested may then and 
there appear and show cause (if any they havo) why the prayer 
of said petition should not be granted. 

"Sent down for concurrence.* 

"John F billips, PreeideHt" 

" In Housb of Rbpbbsbntativbs, June 10, 1820. 
" Read and concurred. 

" E. H. Mills, Speaker, 
" A true copy. Attest : 

"S. F. McClbart, Clerk of the Senate." 

" Received this order of notice by hand of Abel Kingman, 
Esq., the seventh day of August, 1820. 

"Eliakim Howard, Town Clerk of Bridgewater," 

The town, upon the receipt of the above order of 
notice, held a meeting Nov. 6, 1 820, '* to see whether 
the town would vote to be divided." One hundred 
and forty-four voted in favor of division, and one 
hundred and sixty-four against the same. 



The meeting then adjourned to the 24th of No- 
vember, at which time the vote was put to see 
whether they would chcKNio an agent to oppoMo a di- 
vision of the town. Two liundrod and six voted to 
choose an agent, and three hundred and twenty-one 
voted against the same. This is the last attempt of 
the town to oppose the passage of the bill to incor- 
porate the North Parish into a town. 

Petition of Jeiie Paekard and others in aid of 
Asa Howard. — At the next session of the General 
Court, held in Boston, January, 1821 , the subject of 
divisioti was again brought to their notice, as appears 
of record. The petition was read and referred to the 
Committee on Incorporation of Towns, Jan. 18, 1821, 
together with the following petition : 

" To the Ifouoruble Legitlature of the Cummonwtaltk of Jfiit* 
eachntelte : 

** The undersigned humbly represent that we did, in the ooarae 
of the last year, sign a paper remonstrating against the peti- 
tion of Asa Howard and others, inhabitants of the North Parish 
of Bridgewater, praying for said parish to be inoorporated into 
a town, and was at that time fully of an opinion that it would 
bo best for the town to keep together; but, taking into consid- 
eration the petition of the West Parish to beeome a town, and 
the proceedings of the town at a late meeUng on the subjaet of 
said petition, do not think it proper to oppose any farthor; bat 
if the honorable Loginlatiiro uliould think pro|ior to grant the 
prayer of tlie said Asa Howard and others, we wish to be inoor- 
poratod with them, notwithstanding any petition to tlie ooa- 
trary. 

"North Pariso, Jan. 10, 1821. 



"Jesse Packard. 
Oliver Juokson. 
Jacob Dunbar. 
Bbenczer Dunbar. 
Bsokiol Merritt. 
Turner Torrey. 
A hi jab Knapp. 
Isano liartwell, Jr. 



Hayward Marshall. 
Nathan Paekard. 
Ansel Perkins. 
Samuel Bryant. 
Job Amos. 
Theron Ames. 
Shepard SneU.' 



•* 



The committee to whom was referred the above 
petitions reported as follows, namely : 

''Commonwkaltii or Massacuusktts. 

''The oommittee of both Houses, to whom was referred the 
petition of Asa Iloward and others, praying that the North 
Preoinot, in the town of Bridgewater, in the county of Plym- 
outh, may be set oflf from Bridgewater, and inoorporated into a 
separate town, hare had the same under oonsideration, and ask 
leave to report that the prayer of the petition be so far granted 
that the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill for that pur- 
pose. 

** Which is respectfully submitted, by order of the committee. 

"Mark Doomttlk, Chairman" 



** Read and accepted. 
"Sent down for concurrenoe. 



" In Sknatk, June 0, 1821. 



" John Phillips, Preeidtmt,** 

"In IIousb of Rhprkskntativks, Juno 11, 1821. 
I " Read and concurred. 

''JosiAH QlilHOY, Speaker,** 
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Act of Incorporation. — The following is a copy 
of tho bill as passed by both Houses, assembled June 
15, 1821 : 

"Ah Act to utabliBk the tonm of North Britigewater, 
** SlurriON I. /?«? it t^nrtrtl by the. Sm*tte rtttd lioHHf nf flrpremeH- 

tnlivet fM General Court ate^tubledf and bjf anthority of the 

enme ; 

"TImt all that part of tlio North Variuli of Hriilgc water which 
\\t9 within tho nn'ul town of l)ri<lgow>itor, acoonling to the pron- 
eni territorial limits thereof, be nm\ horchy is eBlablirhod as a 
separate town, by the name of North RriHgowater; and the in- 
babitnnts of the said town of North Bridgewater are hereby 
veBte«l with all the powers and privifeges, and shall also be sub- 
ject to nil the duties and requisitions of other corporate towns, 
aiooording to the constitution and laws of this commonwealth. 

"Srctioji 2. He. it further «tirie/erf, That tho inhnbitants of 
thu t«twn of North Itridgowalor shall ho holdrn to pay tho 
arrears of all 8tato, county, and town taxes which have boon 
legally assessed upon them, together with their proportion of 
all debts due from the said town of Bridgewnter prior to tho 
date of this act; and the said town of North Bridgewater shall 
be entitled to receive their proportion of the said dobts and 
taxes due to the said town of Bridgewnter, when collected and 
paid into the trc>t.«ury of said town ; nnd the said town of North 
Bridgewnter shall he entitled to hold their proportion, accord- 
ing to the present valuation of all the real and personal prop- 
erty belonging to tho town of Bridgewater before tho passing of 
this aot. 

"Sbction 3. Be it fnrther enncied, Thnt the said town of 
North Bridgewnter shall be holden to support thoir proportion 
of the poor of the town of Bridgewater which are now charge- 
able to said town, which proportion shall be ascertained by the 
present valuntion of the town ; nnd all persons who may here- 
alXcr Imi'iwiio rhiiigoahlo iu« panprrn lo Mio Haiti Iowuh of llridgo- 
wai4*r or North Itridgowalor fihall ho (Miiii«idorod as hohtiiging to 
that town on the territory of which thoy had thoir soltlcmont at 
the tiuio of the passing of this act, and nhnll in future bo charge- 
able to that town only. 

"Section 4. Be it further enaeted. That all future State nnd 
County taxes which may be levied on the said towns of Bridge- 
water and North Bridgewater, previous to a new valuation, 
shall be assessed nnd paid in the same proportion as they now 
are aeoording to the present valuation. 

"Skctiow 5. Be tt further euneted^ That nny Justice of the 
Peace for the County of IMymouth is hereby empowered, upon 
application therefor, to issue a warrant, directed to a freehold 
inhnbitant of the said town of North Bridgewater, requiring 
him to notify and warn tho inhabitants thereof qualified to vote 
in town sffnirs to meet at such convenient time and pinoe as 
shall be appointed in tho said wnrrant, for the choice of such 
ofricom as towns are by law re<iuire<l to ehooeo and appoint at 
their annual town -meetings." 

'* In IIoiihkoi' IIkimikhkntativkh, .lune H, 1821. 

"TIiIm hill having hiul throe several roudings, passed to bo 

enneictl. 

" JosiAH QuiNCT, Speaker, 

" Iif Sbii ATR, June 15, 1821. 

"This bill having had three several readings, passed to be 

enaeted. 

*'.loilN rnil.l.llli, Vrr»ideHt, 

"Juno lf». 1821. 

"Approved. 

"J. Brookr." 

The first town-meeting held afler the incorporation 



of the same was July 4, 1821. The meeting was 
opened with prayer by Rev. Daniel Huntington, the 
pastor of the First Congregational Church. Joseph 
Sylvester, Elsq., was chosen moderator, and Col. Ed- 
ward South worth town clerk. Abel Kingman, Esq., 
Howard Cary, Esq., and Capt. Zechariah Gurney 
wore chosen selectmen, after which the other town 
officers were chosen. The number of voters present 
at the first town-meeting was about two hundred. 



CHAPTER III. 

SITUATION AND TOrOGKAPIIY. 

Situation and Extent— Topography — Centre Village — Cam- 
pello — **Sprague's" or Factory Village — Salisbury Ileights — 
Northwest Bridgewater— Rivers, Brooks, Hills — Natural 
History — Birds, Pish, Wild Animals — Oeologioal Formation 
— Oflicial History — Selectmen — Assessors— Town Clerks — 
Treasurers — Moderators — Dates of Annual Meetings — Bngi- 
neers of tho Fire Department — Counoillors — Senators — Rep- 
resentatives to tho General Court — Coroners— ^Notaries PubHo 
— Deputy ShcrifTs — Justices of the Peaee — Trial Justiees — 
Votes for Governor in Brookton — List of Governors. 

Brockton is a city in the northwest part of Plym- 
outh County, — bordering on Bristol County on the 
west, and Norfolk County on the north, — and is sit- 
untcd between 42** 03' and 42** 08' north latitude, 
juhI lM!twoon 70** 57' nnd 71° 04' west hmgitude; 
and is bounded on the north by Ilandolph and 
Stoiighton, on tho oust by Abington and East Bridge- 
water, on the south by West Bridgewater, on the west 
by Easton. It is twenty miles south from Boston, 
thirty miles northeast from Providence, twenty-four 
miles northwest from Plymouth, the shire-town of 
Plymouth County, sixteen miles southeast from Ded- 
ham, the shire-town of Norfolk County, Gdeen miles 
northeast from Taunton, a half shire-town of Bristol 
County, thirty-five miles northerly from New Bed- 
ford, thirty and one-quarter miles northeast from Fall 
River, forty-nine and one-quarter miles northeast from 
Newport, 11. 1., one hundred miles from Provincetown, 
two hundred and ten miles from New York by rail 
and steamer. The city is five and a half miles in 
length from east to west, nnd five miles in width from 
north to south, and contains about thirteen thousand 
acres, and is about four and a half miles square, — 
has a total length of nearly one hundred miles of pub- 
lic streets, nnd it may truly be called a " live" place. 

Campello. — The next in iniportanco is a neat and 
pleasant locality, sbout one and a half miles south 
from the centre of the city, formerly known as " Plain 
Villnge," now Campello. This name was first sug- 
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gested to the citisens of Plain Village at the time of 
the establish men t of the poet-oflice, in February, 1850, 
on account of the name of Plain Village being often 
04>nf«>undcd with other places spelled nearly the sumo. 
It was proposed by Re?. Daniel Huntington, and 
unanimously adopted by the people as a proper one, 
it signifying a small plain. It has always been noted 
for its extensive manufacturing establishments of 
boots, shoes, cabinet furniture, and musical instru- 
ments; and the thrill and industry of her citizens 
may be clearly seen in the neat and tidy appearance 
of the small cottages scattered throughout the limitj) 
of the same. The growth of this place was mate- 
rially checked, May 23, 1853, by one of the most de- 
structive fires that ever occurred in the city, if not in 
the county. It is now growing rapidly, and bids 
fair to be among the best localities for buuineas. 
Here there is a large amount of business done in 
the shoe trade, several large establishments being 
engaged in manufacturing goods for foreign mar- 
kets, the owners or proprietors of which have stores 
for the sale of goods in Boston, one manufactory 
of musical instruments, several variety stores, gro- 
cery stores, post-office, railroad depot near by, ren- 
dering it a desirable place for trade or for a private 
residence. The main street runs the entire length of 
the city, north and south, with graceful elms on 
either side. There are schools in the place and five 
churches. 

Salisbnry Sqnare. — Sprague's Factory Village, 
or Salisbury Square, is another small and beautifully- 
located cluster of houses and manufacturing establish- 
ments, about three- fourths of a mile east of the main 
street of the city, on the road leading to Abington. 
There is a large manufactory of last and boot-trees 
in this place, with water- and steam-power, formerly 
owned and conducted by the late Chandler Sprague, 
Esq., to whom the citizens of that portion of the city 
owe their success for the enterprising manner in which 
he rendered the place attractive. Several years since 
he erected a large and convenient building for his 
use, in which were conducted several branches of 
manufacturing ; also a beautiful residence now owned 
by Dr. S. J. Gruver, situated but a short distance 
from the factory ; also a store. In this vicinity is a 
neat and roomy school-house, having a tower, with a 
bell; a saw-mill, and several shoe manufactories, 
besides other establishments for the manufacture of 
shoe tools. 

Brockton Heights. — The next is the " West 
Shares, or "Northwest Bridgewater" (now known 
as " Brockton Heights"), a prominent height of land 
from which magnifioeot views may be had. It is the 



highest portion of land to bo found in all the four 
Hridgewaters. On the north we have a view of the 
Blue Hills of Milton, and on the west we have a pio- 
turcs<|uo view of the Western Hills ; and no place can 
excel it for its lovely scenery and its healthful local- 
ity. The land is of a good quality, and the people in 
this portion of the town are mostly farmers. In im- 
mediate proximity to this pkee is one Methodist 
Church, school, post-office, and store, and is situated 
at about equal distance from Stoughton and Centre of 
Brockton. 

Rivers and Brooks. — lliis town is well watered 
by brooks and streams, only one large enough to be 
called a river, and that of small size. Most of these 
have had mills erected upon them. The most prom- 
inent of these is the Salisbury River, which rises in 
the town of Stoughton, running southerly one-half 
mile west of the Centre Village, till it crosses Bel- 
mont Street, a short distance below the mill known as 
the Caleb Howard Mill, when it turns and runs east 
till it meets Trout Brook. 

This brook also rises in the southerly part of 
Stoughton, and runs south about a half-mile cast of 
the middle of the town till it meets Salisbury Brook, 
near Spraguo's works. At this \mui the two are 
joined, and run in a southerly direction, a short dis- 
tance east of Campello village, into the town of Bast 
Bridgewater. 

Beaver Brook is another stream, rising in Wey- 
mouth ; runs in a southerly direction, and forming a 
boundary-lino between Abington and North Bridge- 
water, till it enters East Bridgewater. Another river 
rises in ISiiston, and runs through the southwest part 
of the town into West Bridgewater, and is called 
Cowesett Brook. 

Mike*s Brook rises in the northeast part of the 
town, and runs southwesterly, and empties into Trout 
Brook, and is a very small stream. 

West Meadow Brook rises north of the residence 
of Caleb Phillips, near Pleasant Street, and runs in 
a southerly direction into West Bridgewater, near 
Henry Jackson's. 

Another small stream rises in the south part of 
Stoughton and north part of Brockton, near Qeorge 
W. Hunt's; running southeasterly it empties into 
Salisbury Brook, near Galen Packard's mill. 

Also, a small stream rises near the residence of the 
late Deacon Silvanus French, and, running south, 
enters West Bridgewater east of the late residence of 
Nahum Hayward, and empties into Salisbury River. 

Although the streams in this town are small, there 
has been, at various times, considerable manufacturing 
done by water-power. There are no ponds in town of 
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any size, excepting those made by flowinp; meadows 
for will privilcgcfl, the largest in town being that at 
Sprague's works, next at Howard's mills, and one at 
Tilden*s Corner. There is aboat a thousand acres 
in the town covered by water, the balance is well 
divided into woodland, pastaring, and mowing, and 
there is no city or town in the county where there is 
less unproductive or unimproved land than in this 
town. There are over four thousand acres of good 
woodland, and over eleven hundred acres of land 
tilled, exclusive of orcharding; over fifteen hundred 
acres of good upland mowing land, about eighty acres 
of orcharding, about six hundred acres of fresh 
meadow, about three thousand acres of pasture land. 

Hills. — Of the town of Brockton, we may say that 
its surface is comparatively level, with but a few hills. 
Besides those already mentioned, there are some ele- 
vated spots here and there, prominent among which 
is Cary Hill, situated in the northeast part of the 
town, overlooking the village on the south, gently 
slciping in oithor direction, (Voni the U)\} of which wo 
niny get pure air and fine views in an nutunin day. 
WIkmi the loavoH are turned into rich dni|H!i'y, it is 
worth while to ride to this place for the prospect that 
may be had. It is of very cosy access by good roads, 
and the wonder is that it is not more generally selected 
08 a place of residence by those wishing u healthy and 
retired locsility. The land in the immediate vicinity 
is good, well adapted to tilhige, produces fine crops 
with little labor. 

Prospect Hill is another high and pleasant spot of 
land, very desirable for building purposes, and but a 
short distance from the village in a northwest direc- 
tion, west of the late Capt. Asa Jones* residence. On 
this height are many fine residences. 

Ridge Flill is a rough and rocky pasture, running 
from near the residence of Freeman Holmes, in the 
south part of the town, northerly for about one mile, 
and h:is l>een much celebrated for its plentiful crops 
of huckleberries and blackberries. 

Stone-House Hill is situated on the boundary- line 
betwcxMi Brockton and Kaston, a short dist4inco west 
of the shoe manufactory of Jonas Reynolds at Tilden's 
Corner. At this place is an old cave, made in the 
solid Btjonc ledge, and is said to have been used by 
the Indians as a dwelling. The cave may now be 
seen as formerly used. It is situated on the old road 
leading from Brockton to Easton. A pastoral poem 
was written by George H. Fullerton, Esq., the late 
|NmtniaHter of Brockton. This work is worthy of a 
perusal. 

Natural History. — To the true votary of science 
everything in nature presents a lovely aspect. " To 



him there are books in the running streams, sermons 
in stones, good in everry thing." 

" There's a pleasare in the pfttbleea woodi ; 
There is society where none intrudes." 

Every town has its natural history, and every mile 
of its surface, with its hills and plains, its rivers, 
ponds, rocks, and trees, — all have a gharm that dus- 
ters around the home of childhood. The forests of 
Brockton consbt of red-, white-, and sugar-maple 
(although the latter is scarce, it is occasionally found), 
white-, red-, and black-ash, the tremulous poplar and 
verdant hemlock, the tall spruce, much used in build- 
ing, white-ash, used for carriage-work, scythes, and 
rakc-liandlcs, for hoops, sievorinis, and boxes, and a 
superior wood for oars. Sassafras was in early times 
quite plenty, valuable only for medicinal purposes. 
Chestnut is not abundant. White-oak is used for car- 
riages, red-oak for casks, the bark of which is used 
for tanning ; hickory afibrding plenty of good shell- 
barks ; butternut is not common, — here and there a 
tree ; white-pine is tolerably plenty, although it has 
been of lute much cut for fuel and building pur()06eM; 
pitch-pine is quite plenty, — good only for fuel, being 
knotty and pitchy ; red cedar, used for rail-fences and 
pencil-woods, also very useful for linings to chests, hr 
a protection from moths ; red -beech, used for plane, 
woods, lost, and boot-tree forms. Tall and graceful 
elms rejoice the eye in every direction. In the early 
settlement of the town large quantities of ship-timber 
of ouk and chestnut were carried from the town to 
the sea-shore towns of Weymouth, Scituate, and Dux- 
bury. Among those who did a large trade in that 
line were Messrs. Abel and EHphalet Kingman, and, 
later, Edwin H. Kingman. Of late years a ready 
market is found at home for all the wood cut, where 
formerly large lots were either carried to Boston and 
the seaport towns, or made into charcoal, and then 
sent to Boston. Since the railroads have been built 
wood has been much used on the locomotives, and has 
made it scarce at times, but if we take a look about 
the town wo shall find ^* a few more led of the same 



sort." 

Frtdt-Trees. — Of this kind of tree not so great a 
variety is found as in many places, although the 
writer is happy in believing that there is an increas- 
ing interest being felt in this most important of agri- 
cultural pursuits, — that of raising fruit. The most 
common fruit is the apple. There is a fair assort- 
ment of them in the town, and the new orchards con- 
tain choice varieties, while the old and wild orchards 
have given way to the woodnmn's axe. Now the 
apple is a staple article of consumption, the consumers 
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being more numerous than the produoera, and people 
are looking more to the cultivntion of all kinds than 
ever before. Ohoioe yarieties are engraded upon the 
stumps of old trees, and wore it not for the borers 
that eat the roots, oanker-worms and caterpillars that 
eat the leaves and branches, we might look with de- 
light upon as fine orchards as could be found in any 
place. These pests have destroyed the orchards, as 
grasshoppers have the nice fields of grass, and the 
ways and means of ridding the orchards of these 
plagues is not yet fully understood. Next to the 
apple comes the pear-tree, which docs not ap()cur to 
thrive as well in this town as in many others, the 
land not being well adapted for this kind of fruit, 
though of late many have been successful, and raised 
choice kinds. 

Peaches are raised to a very limited extent, the 
climate not being adapted for the successful cultiva- 
tion of this variety. The trees are said to be short- 
lived, and do not flourish. 

Cherries do very well, and much is being done in 
this kind of small fruit, many varieties being culti- 
vated. Of the native shrubs, we find the town has 
the usual variety, — ^such as the blueberry and huckle- 
berry, — that affords employment for the 1>oy8 and girls 
in a pleasant afternoon, and a source of pleasure to 
older persons, furnishing an agreeable repast when 
eaten with milk. Then we find the raspberry, goose- 
berry, and thimbleberry. Of the raspberries, there 
are the red and white, that grow wild, and are culti- 
vated in gardens. Oooseberries of lute years have 
become an article of much use, many new varieties 
having been introduced, the best of which is the 
English variety, that grow as large as shellbarks. 
Then we have the currant, an exceedingly useful 
article of culture, and easily raised, valuable for wine 
or table use. Of these we have also several varieties, 
— red, white, and black. Then comes that highly- 
esteemed and valuable luxury, — **a dish of ripe 
strawberries, smothered in cream." These are found 
in many places growing wild in the pastures, and, 
although they are sweet and delicious, they are found 
so scarce that not much account is made of them. 
The cultivated fruit of this kind is a favorite dish, of 
which there is a great variety, among which are the 
** Hovey*s Seedlings," " Early Virginia," and " Bos- 
ton Piue." These are fast becoming an article of cul- 
tivation as much as the potato or corn, and large 
amounts are cultivated in the gardens and fields of 
this town. The first that were raised for market to 
any extent were those by Mr. B. F. Lawton, of the 
West Shares. Since then several have raised them 
with profit and sent them to market, among whom 



are C. H. Packard, at Campello, and Ira Cope- 
laud. 

** Wifa, into the garden, and Mt m« a |>loi 
With 8tniwb«rry-root« of the bait to be got: 
Suok growing abroad among tJiorna in the wood. 
Well ohoeen and ploked, prove esoelleni and good." 

Toaasn. 

Birds. — ^The birds common in this locality are the 
quail, partridge, snipe, woodpecker, woodcock, spar- 
row, thrush, robin, blue-bird, bobolink, wren, pcwee, 
lark, king-bird, blue jay, black-bird, chickadee, marten, 
barn- and bank-swallow, cat-bird, cuckoo, humming- 
bird, kingfisher, whip-poor-will, owl, hawk, crow, bats. 
Wild geese occasionally alight on the small ponds in 
the outskirts of the town. 

" What fongii with thoee of bird* oan rie^ 
Prom the goldfinch that on high 
Swings its woo hammook in the sky ?" 

CAWNINa. 

Fish. — Among the diflferent kinds of fish that 
abound in our streams may be found the trout, pick- 
erel, sucker, shiner, minnow, hompout, eels, perch. 
Herrings in early days used to run up the rivers, 
but of late are seldom found. 

Wild Animals. — The early forests in town had 
their share of vexatious animals that were ctmiinoii 
in this part of the country, — as wolves, wild-oat. 
Foxes have become shy of company. Skunk, mus- 
quash, and mink have been severely hunted. Wood- 
chucks, rabbits, and squirrels of different kinds. 
Raccoons, that damaged the cornfields, have almost 
disappeared. Moles and nieadow-mioe are found in 
the fields, and ofUsn do much damage, gnawing bark 
off of trees in winter. 

But the worst enemy the early settlers had to con- 
tend with among the beast kind was the wolf, which 
troubled the infant settlements exceedingly, — so much 
that shepherds were appointed over the flocks by day, 
and they were put in folds at night and securely 
guarded, — and even after the town became (fuito 
thickly settled these pests would make night hideous 
by their howling around the farms. Rewards were 
offered by the town for their heads, and wolf-traps were 
common in all parts of the town. 

Geology. — ^The geological formation of Brockton 
is siniiiar to many other towns in Plymouth County. 
The hills, meadows, large plains and intervales, deep 
swamps and rocky pastures furnish food for almost 
all kinds of grass, trees, and shrubs. Of the rocky 
portions of the town we find sienite, or oompusition 
of feldspar, quartz, and hornblende. Says Dr. Hitch- 
cock, in his survey through the State, — 

"The uioft ologant variety of porphyritio sionito thai I have 
mot with in the State ooours in North Bridgewator and Abing- 
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too, and in otiier parts of Pljtnoath County. ' Its base consists 
of qnartx and feldspar, with an abundance of opidolc, dissomi- 
natod and in veins. Tliis rtick, if |K>liiihod, would form, it 
seotns to mo, the most ornamental stone in the State. The feld- 
spar, crystal, that conRtitutcs it a |>orphyry, aro of a flesh color. 
There is a dark-colored minonil diffused throughout the mass, 
which may be hornblende or mioa." 

In some sections of the town slaty formations exist 
to a slight extent, but of very little account. 

Where mica is found plenty in the composition it 
is sometimes called sicnite granite. 

Large quantities of peat have been cut in the 
meadows of the town in past times, and it is now 
being used as a fuel, which is of an excellent quality. 

Large quantities of iron ore have been found in the 
western and other sections of the town, and some has 
been m:itiu(!iclured into iron. It is not, however, 
plenty now, and the butiiiness of making it into iron 
ceased several years since. 

Official History. — There are many who like to 
know who have had the management of public affairs 
both in town and State. To see a list of those hav- 
ing held ]KKHitions of trust and confidence can hardly 
fail to be of interest to iih as showing the estimate in 
which they were held by their fellow citizens. To be 
a selectman, or " townsman,*' as they were sometimes 
called, was considered as being one of the ** fathers of 
the town.*' The selectmen have nearly the control of 
the affairs of a town, and it is very common, even to 
this day, in towii-inocliiigs, " to refer the matter to 
the selectmen, with full powers,*' or to leave business 
at the discretion of the seleclmen, with suggestions 
from the town. Hence the value that should be 
placed upon such officers, and the reason why none 
but men of good judgment and integrity should be 
selected. Anything and everything, not otherwise 
provided by law, in r^ard to town affairs, falls by 
custom to the care of the selectmen, and generally 
such men have been chosen. 

6ELECTMBN. 
List of selectmen from the incorporation of the 
town of North Bridgewater, now Brockton, to its 
incorporation as a city : 

Howard Cary, 1821, '22, '23, '24. 

Zaohariah Qurney, 1821, '22, '23. 

Abel Kingman, 1821, '22, '23. 

Bliphalct Kingman, 1824, *25, '26, '27, '28. 

Bphraim Cole, Jr., 1824,/26, '26, '27, '28. 

John Packard, 1824, '25. 

Robert Packard, 1824. 

Caleb Howard, 1824. 

JoMo Perkins, 1826, '27, '28. 

Denjamin Kingman, 1829, '30, '31, '32, '83. 

Darius Howard, 1829, '30, '81, '32, '33, '34, '36. 

Nnhum Perkins, 1829, '30, '.II, '32, '33, *39, '40, '16. 

LiniM Howard, 1834, '35. 



Lucius Kingman, 1834, '36. 

Albert 8mith, 18.36, '37, '38. 

Lorouso Wade, 1836. 

Nathaniel U. Cross, 1836, '37. 

Isaac Barnes, 1837, '39, '40, '60. 

Newton Shaw, 1840, '41. '42, '43, '44. 

Caleb Copeland, 1836, '40, '41, '42, '46. 

Joeiah W. Kingman, 1838, '39, '40, '41, '68, '60, '61, '62, '63. 

Peres Marshall, 1842, '43, '43. 

Col. Nathan Jones, 1843, '44. 

George Clark, 1846, '47, '48, '49, '60, '61, '62, '63, '64, '72. 

Bela Koith, 1845, '46, '47, '48, '61, '52, '53, '64. 

Frederick Howard, 1849. 

John Field, 1849. 

Marcus Packard, 1861, '52, '63. 

Bllis Packard, 1855, '59, '60, '61. 

William H. Cooper, 1855. 

Vinal Tjyon, 1855. 

Franklin Amos, 1850, '57, '68, '59, '60, '61, '62, '03. 

Edwin H. Kingman, 1840, '47, '48, '66, '67. 

Franklin Koith, 1856, '57, '58. 

Nelson J. Foss, 1859, '64, '65, '66, '67, '68, '69, '70, '72. 

Isaac Kingman, 1850, '65, '66, '67, '68, '69, '70, '71, '72, '73, '74, 

'77. 
Ituel Richmond, 1864. 
Nathan Packard (2d), 1802, '63. 
Jonas 11. Perkins, 1864. 
RiifiiR li. Thatcher, 1804, '65, '66, '67. 
(3 oorgo Stevens, 1806. 
Jonathan White, 1868. 
BIbridge G. Ames, 1869. 

Henry A. Ford, 1870, '71, '73, '74, '75, '76, '79, '80, '81. 
Albert Keith, 1871. 

Welcome H. Wales, 1873, '74, '76, '76, '77, 78. 
Davis S. Packard, 1875, '76, '78. 
iSiHUM)n F. Packard, 1877. 
Henry Southworth, 1877. 
Sanford Winter, 1877. 
Henry J J. Packard, 1878. 
Daniel Dunbar, 1878, '81. 
John J. Whipple, 1878. 
Henry H. Packard, 1879, '80, '81. 
William W. Cross, 1879, '80. 
Ziba C. Keith, 1879. 
Walter F. Cleaveland, 1879. 
William S. Green, 1880. 
Henry B. Lincoln, 1880, '81. 
Rofus P. Kingman, 1881. 

A8SBSS0RS. 

List of assessors^ of the town of North Bridge- 
water and Brockton from 1875 to the dato of its 
hecoming a city, March 28, 1874: 

Bdward Crocker, 1875. 

Henry A. Ford, 1871, '76, 76. 

David S. Packard, 1875, '76, '78. 

Henry Southworth, 1876, '77.» 

Isaac Kingman, 1877. 

Simeon F. Packard, 1877, '79, '81. 

Frederic Howard, 1870. 



1 The selectmen have performed the duties of assessors and 
overseers of the poor from the Incorporation of the town to 
1876, nt which date they became a distinct board of oflioors. 

' Three assbssors previous to 1877, then five were chosen. 
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Bliiba H. JoilyD, 1877, '70. 

Uenry B. LInooln, 1878, '70, '80. 

L. F. S«v6rano«, 1878. 

BanukbM Snow, 1880. 

Albert Keith, 1880. 

WilliMD Rankin In 1880, '8l.i 

Rufui C. Kimball, 1881. 

TOWN CLERKS. 
List of town clerks of North Bridgewater, now 
Brockton, from its incorporation to its incorporation 
as a city, with the years each has served : 

Ool. Bdward Southworlh, 1821, '22, '2.3, '24, '25, '26, '27, '28, 

'20. 
Jesfe Perkinf, 1830, '81, '32, '33, '84, '35, '36, '37, '38. 
Franklin Ames, 1830, '40, '41, '42, '43, '44, '45, '46, '47, '48, '40, 

'50, '51, '52, '53, '54. 
noraUo B. Pajno, 1855, '56, '57, '58, '50, '60, '61. 
Welcome U. Walee, 1862, '63. '64, '65, '60, '67, '08, '00, 70, '71, 

'72, '73, '74, '75, '76, '77, '78. 
Uenrj A. Ford, 1870, '80, '81. 

TUBASURERS. 

List of treasurers of the town of North Bridge- 
water, now Brockton, from its incorporation to its 
incorporation into a city : 

Gol. Edward South worth, 1821-20. 
JeMO Porkinf, 1830-38. 
Franklin Amea, 1830-64. 
Franeii M. Fronoli, 1855. 
Rufns P. Kingman, 1856-04. 
Oakea S. Soulo, IKG5-81. 

MODERATORS. 

Date of the annual town-meetings, and list of mod- 
erators from the incorporation of the town to the 
present time : 

July 4, 1821. Joeeph Sylveitor. 
March 18, 1822. Joseph Sylvester. 
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ENdlNKRItS OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

List of engineers of the fire department siuoe its 
organisation, in 1846 : 



Benjamin Kingman, 1846, '47, 

•48. 
Edward Sonthworth, 1846, '47, 

'58. 
Josiah W. Kingman, 1846, '47, 

'48,'40, '50, '5I,'52, '54. 
Charles Lincoln, 1840, '47, '48, 

'40, '60, '51, '62, '56, '56, '57, 

'58, '50. 
Ruel Richmond, 1846, '47, '48, 

'40, '60, '51, '52, '54. 
Chandler Sprague, 1846, '47, 

'48, '40, '50, '51, '53. 
William S. Gay, 1846, '47, '48. 
Bela Keith, 1840, '50, '51, '52. 
BeiOamin Q. Stoddard, 1840, 

'50, '51, '62. 
Charles Howard, 1852, '55, '56, 

'57, '68, '60. 
Lorento D. Ilervey, 1853, '54. 
Francis M. French, 1853, '55, 

'56, '57. 
Aaron B. Drake, 1853, '54, '55, 

'60, '67. 
Edwin II. Kingman, 1864. 



Darios Howard, 1854, '55, '66, 

'57, '60, '61. 
Lewis Fisher, 1855, '66, '57, 

•58, '50. 
Nelson J. Foes, 1867, '68, '60, 

'61. 
Barnabas II. dray, IK5H,'69. 
Chas. L. Hathaway, 1868, '59. 
Daniel Dunbar, 1850. 
Alpheus K. Harmon, 1860. 
Benjamin P. Lnoas, 1861, '62, 

'63, '64, '65, '66, '67, '68, '60, 

'70, '71. 
George Sawyer, 1884, '65. 
Samuel McLaughlin, 1864, '65, 

'66, '67, '68, '60, '70, '71. 
Isaac n. Hart well, 1864, '65, 

'66, '67, '68, '60, '70, '71. 
William Stevens, 1866, '67, '68, 

'60, '70. 
U. D. Kendrick, 1871. 
B. L. Stevens, 1871. 
Nchemiah S. Holmes, 1872, '73, 

'74, '76, '70, '78, '80, '81. 
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Denjamin 8. Clark, 1R72, '73, 

'7 A. 
Dairid n. Rldrcil, 1872, 73, 

74, 76, 76, 77, 78, 79, '80, 
*81. 

Rliiha llollis, 1872. 
CMiarlon K. THIniu, 1872. 
Jofiah 8. Linooln, 1873, 74. 
Samuel Waterman, 1873, 74, 

75, 76, 77. 

J. B. Uo1li9, 1873, 74. 
J. liowoll French, 1876, 77. 
Kenneth MoLeod, 1876, 77, 
78, 79. 



William II. Jacobs, 1876, 77, 

78, 7U, '80. 

Henry A. Willis, 1870, 77, 78, 

79, '80, '81. 

Zonas L. Marston, 1877, 78, 

70, '80, 81. 
Charles Baton, 1881. 
8olomon Leigbton, 1875. 
R. B. Qrover, 1875. 
Francis Goodwin, 1875. 
Uriah Macoy, 1875. 
William 8. Green, 1878. 



COUNCILLORS. 
Exccntivc councilor from District No. 8 : 

lion. Fniiiklin Ahi(*s, 1859. 

SBNATORS. 

State seQators from North Bridgewater and 
Brockton : '' 



Hon. Abel Kingman, 1836, '37. 
Hon. Jesse Perkins, 1841, '43. 
Roir. Axariah B. Wheeler, 1857. 
Hon. Edward South worth, Jr., 
1861. 



Hon. Edward Crocker, 1868. 
Hon. Jonathan White, 1869, 

'77, '78. 
Hon. Honry W. Robinson, 

1875, 7ft. 



RBPRESBNTATIVBS TO THE GENERAL COURT. 

List of representatives to the Greneral Court from 
the town of North Bridgewater and Brockton from 
its incorporation to the time of its incorporation into 
n city : 



Caleb Howard, 1822. 
Howard Gary, 1823, '24. 
CapL John Packard, 1825. 
Abel Kingman, 1828, '29, '30, 

'36, 37. 
Epbraim Cole, 1829, '30. 
RcF. John Qoldsbury, 1831. 
Eliphalet Kingman, 1831. 
Lucius Kingman, 1834, '35. 
Albert Smith, 1838, '39. 
Bliab Whitman, 1840, '41. 
Benjamin Kingman, 1842, '43. 
Daniel Huntington, 1844. 
Henry French, 1845, '46. 
Josiah W. Kingman, 1847, '48. 
Jesse Perkins, 1831, '.^3, '.34, 

•35, '.36, '37, '39, '40, '49, '51, 

'52. 
No choice I8.'>«. 
Nahnm Perkins, 1853. 
No choice 1854. 
Lewis Fisher, 1855. 



Rev. A. R. Wheeler, 1856. 
Reir. Paul Couch, 1857, '58. 
Edward Southwortli, Jr., 1859, 

'60. 
Lorenzo D. Hervey, 1861, '62. 
George B. Dunbar, 1863. 
Jonathan White, 1865. 
Nelson J. Foss, 1864. 
Uriah Macoy, 1866. 
C. C. Bixby, 1867. 
Welcome H.Wales, 1868, '70. 
I. C. Lewis, 1869. 
LoringThayer, 1871, '72. 
Edward 0. Noyes, 1872, '73. 
T. M. House, 1873. 
ZibaC. Keith, 1874, '75. 
Alfred Laws, 1875. 
Henry B. Packard, 1877. 
BiialisSanfort, Jr., 1877. 
Alfred C. Monroe, 1878, '79. 
AlbcH Keith, 1879, '80. 
Davis S. Packard, 1880, '81. 



CORONERS. 

Coroners in the town of North Bridgewater, now 
Brockton : 

Thomas Packard, Dec. 17, 1811. 
Thomas Wales, Jr., July 3, 1821. 
Benjamin A. Packard, Feb. 11, 1856. 
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NOTARIES PUBLIC. 

Notaries public in the town of North Bridgewater, 
now Ikockton : 



Jonas 11. Perkins, Dec. 6, 

185.3. 
Uoorge W. Bryant, May 10, 

1854. 
Charles W. Sumner, June 27, 

1874. 
Charles D. Fullerton, May 9, 

1876. 



Hamilton L. Gibbi, June 14, 

1878. 
John J. Whipple, March 16, 

1881. 
Loring W. Puffer, Jan. 20, 

1882. 
Ira A. Leach, April 28, 1882. 



DEPUTIES AND SHERIFF. 
Deputies sheriff resident in the town of North 
Bridgewater, now Brockton : 



Darius Howard, 1806-12. 
Hunjainiu Kingman, 1810-51, 

T. I, '55. 
FIske Ames, 1815-22. 
Ahira S. Porter. 
George A. Wheeler. 



Sumner A. Hay ward, 1852, '53, 

'57, '69. 
Charles J.F. Packard, 1866-59. 
Otis Hsyward, 1862-66. 
Henry S. Porter. 



JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.i 

List of justices of the peace, with the date of their 

commission, in the town of North Bridgewater, now 

Brockton : 

Nathaniel Reynolds, June 14, 1776. 
Barnabas Howard, March 14, 1782. 
Daniel Howard ♦ May 17, 1787. 
Daniel Howard (2d), June 19, 1790. 
Issachur Snoll, March II, 1791. 
Gideon Howard, July 4, 1803. 
Ts8Jirlirtr Snoll, Jr., March 5, 1804. 
Osilelt Howard, Jiin. 25, 1806. 
Howard Gary, July 10, 1807. 
Simoon Dunbar, Fob. 17, 1810. 
Abel Kingman, Feb. 22, 1811. 
Lemuel Packard, Feb. 25, 1812. 
Joseph Sylvester, Feb. 25, 1812. 
Eliab Whitman,*t July .3, 1816. 
Silas Packard, July 3, 1818. 
Edward Southworth, Feb. 1, 1819. 
Mioah Packard, Aug. 20, 1823. 
Jonathan Snow, .Tan. 7, 1824. 
Eliphalet Kingman, March 1, 1827. 
Linus Howard, Aug. 27, 1829. 
George Clark, June 25, 1830. 
Jesse PerkinB,*t June 16, 1831. 
Austin Packard,tt Sept. 29, 1835. 
nduKoilh, July 7, 1837. 
Franklin Amos,*tJ March 31, 1842. 
Isaac Eniiios, June 20, 1843. 
PoroK Crocker, Juno 20, 1843. 
George W. Bryant,tt March 31, 1846. 
Isaac Kingman, Oct 13, 1847. 
Jonathan White, <} March 19, 1851. 
Edwin H. Kingman, March 26, 1851. 
Peres Marshall, April 25, 1851. 
Jonas R. Perkins, ft Nov. 20, 1852. 



1 Those marked with * are of the Quorum ; those marked 
with t are to qualify civil oIBcers; those marked with X *>^ 
trial justices; those marked with { are justices throughout 
the commonwealth. All others are county appointments. 
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nin: 



1, OsL I, I SEA. 



DannltSanw, Fab. 11, ISBfi. 
Hnful L. Th>tshar,t Fab. B, IStT. 
Mnolar rooli^il, Mirob U. ISST. 
HMbu Jddu, Utrob 14, IBtT. 
Bllli PMkunl, Mkrab 14, IMT. 
Cornalioin DuDbam. Mnroh 34, 1MT. 
WilUrU Kslth, Ost. 20, \Si^ 
PninkltnKoith, Fab. IS, SSS. 
William n. Canpir, Mnrofa 10, ISM. 
Horatio B. PaT°«> J"- >«• 'B>B. 
I^rin( W. Puffer, Fob. S, IS&S. 
Alb'urnuu S. fiylvMlur. Fob. -5, tSU. 
EdHardSauthirortb, Jr., Maruh », IStS. 
Cbandlar Bpriigua,:NaT. i!i, IBfiS. 
flatoD E. Pralt, Jan. 2, ISM. 
Uunial Ctuokur, April :10, 18110. 
Sumner A. lUynard, Nor. IT, WW. 
IhiuB. 8n«ll, F«b. S, IHSI. 
Aru R. Kallb, Fah. 10, 1H01. 
Otaarlaa Onmaj, Feb. 2a, IBBI. 
Nalaon J. Fom, Mv IT, ISei. 
Sni* W. HortoD, Jan. 13, ISflS. 
David L. Coiroll, Dao. SI, IS82. 
William I'arry, Jno. 36, 1863. 
Joiinb W. Kingman, Jan. 14, 1S«4. 
Undrord Klo(uian,| Jan. 22, ISU. 
A. T. JoDca, Julj 3 IB6T. 
F. C. manchard, Mur. 4, IflTU. 
JoliD Lo Hoy JKoryun, Soiit. 23, 18T1. 
CUarliM C. lliiby, Fob. I, IT7I. 
H. P. KiugDiui. Fub. 2T, 18)3. 

A. C. Manrua, ApHl 22, 1873. 
W. V WiUiD>, April S3, I8T3. 
J. J. Whipple, July I, ISI3. 
Alberl Voilb, Pab. 3, 18T4. 
Wlllinui M. -Tlioiniii"'!), Ili-u. ID, 18T4, 
F. Iluward, Fob. IB, <87«. 

U. ». Vullortun, Jim. 2U, 18711. 

II. A. Furd, Murub », ISTG. 

Da Witt Clinton Paokard, Hay 14, I87t. 

II. L. Olbba, Deo. 27, I87fi. 

F. H. Wilblna, June 22, 1870. 

B. F. Paakud, July IS, 1878. 
OMirtcs Farwell, July 14, 1877. 
Alfred Uwi, OuL 18, 1877. 

Loyed K. OhauiborUlD, No¥. 11, IS7T. 
Kliot h. Paakard, Jau. S, 18TT. 
John CrunlD, Na>. 4, 1878. 

C. W.Turnor, Murob 16, S79. 
Ira A. Leach, April , 1878. 
Daniel Dunbar, Juno 14, IB7V. 
P. B. Kailb, Jaa. 20, 1879. 
John D. I'i.ke, Sopt. 3, 1880. 
T. B. Qifford, Not. 0,1880. 
ttxtld II. flibU, Jan. 20, 1881. 
F. I). Waahbani, Har. 10, IBSI. 
U. II. PaokarJ, Mar. 28, 1B81. 
B. SenroTd, Jr., Deo. 27, 1881. 
0. D. Fullerton, Jan. 28, 1B82. 
8. P. llD-ard, Harofa 26, 1882. 
ZIbaO. Keith, Uayi, 1882. 

F. K. Wbite, Deo. IS, 1SS2. 
F. B. Uardner, Fab. lb, 1882. 



HOMBBR OT T0TI8 POLLED FOR OOVBRROB. 

VotM for OoT«nior litioa (he incoqwration of the 

town of Notth Bridgmrmter, now Brookton, ia JaiM, 



lait. Willlan EutU„. 

Jolin Wrooki 

1811. V 



CI. Oii..... M 



leSt. Lv. 



cidii 



1818. Uvl LlneolD 

Samuel Hubbard 

1827. LaxLlncolD 
William C. Jarde... 

1828. LovlLlnouIn 

MaroDi HorloB 

1810. Levi Unwlu 

MarouiUiirtoii.. .. 
1830. Luvl .Inooln 



1S3).< Leri Line 



1834. JJ. 



Hall 



less. Kdward Urerett 

Marcut Morion 

1SS8. M»rcuaMorton... .. 

Kilmard KvereU.... 
IS3T. Kdoard Kvorelt 

MarbUK M<.rl<.i< 

1838. Hlnard Ktorull..... 

MnrauH KlorUm 

I83U, KilWnrd KtufoIU... 

MareiuUorlon, 
1841. John Davia 

UiLrou* Morion. 
1841. Juhn DHvii.... 

MoroUF Morton 

1841. Jobn llavla 

Maroiw Morton 

8>i 1 K. Kanall... 

184.1. lle<irKu N. llriKgi... 

Samuel K. SewJl"!! 
1844. fleorge N. IlriKgi... 

HeorKe ll.ocroft 

S.iuu«l B.Sai>all... 
1846. Oi'urga N. Briggi... 

Iai>acl)u«li 

Samuel B. Sonll... 
1840. (leiirKo N. )lri|[«i... 

lauic UhvIh.. 

SmuiikI E. Sa-all... 
1S47. 'Ooorg.' K ilrlggi 

Caleb Ouphlng 

Jobn H. Urtwalar. 



1841. UeuFRe N. llr>Kgi... 3 
Sletihen C. Pbillipa. 1 
Qeorxe H. Ilouiirell. 

N. Uric 



m C. I' 



illi,.. 



1861. Ri^C. Winihrup. 3 
Jobn a. Palfrey 3 
avorinilt. lluiilwult. I 

1861. JloiaeaUaiin 3 

Jobn II Clift'..rtl S 

Ilmry W. Ulahup... 

I8SS. Kioery W..ktnini._ 3 

Henry Wll.«n 3 

Henry W. ll4Bb<>|i_ 
Bradlord I.. H'alee_ 

1834. Hearj J. UarUner- » 

Bmerj Waahburo 

Henry Wllaea 

Henry W. Biahop... 

I8S». Jullua Rookwall..... 1 
Ileury J. Uardner- t 
Ku„t.,i l>. Jl^ncb 2 

I8M. lloi>TV J. Qai'.laer^ & 
OoiirKo W. <lor<li>n_ 
Kr-Mui II. lloHih... 1 
Luther V. llaJI 

IS6T. N. y Tlnnk. 3 

Henry J UarUni-r- I 
Itnsrue b. Ucoeb... 1 

18i>8. N. P. lUnka t 

B. D. llHob 1 

AmoB A. Lawreaee. 

18». N. I'. Itanka 3 

II. V. Ilatler „ I 

(LiirxB N. ItriKp.... 

18110. John A. Amlnm... B 
Kruilii> l>. lUiMh... I 
AiHoa A. Uinre ii Be. I 

1S81. John A.Andn*.... S 
laaao Darla. 1 

ISBt. John A. Andrew.... B 
CUarlu IluveiiB. J 2 

18B». JobD A 



I8B4. . 



' I'hI 



7 W. I'.mu.... I 

18B&. Ah». H. I(ull.wk... t 

Darlu N. Cuuob.... 

BenJ. F. nuiirr 

Qeorge N. Ilrinf.,. 

18«e. Alei. II. Bulluuh... 6 

Tbeo. H.Kw.e'HT.. I 

16B7. Alex. II. Ilullook... I 

1808. WiiriatnUlaaiu ]]!!' H 

Jobn Q. Adama 2 

ISBS. William Clalin....- i 

R. H. ChaialinrUln. 1 

JuhnQ. Adxma I 

1870. Wllliau. Cladin B 



> Owing la an siuendtnent hi ibu Conilitullon iban 
oleotjoni In 1831, whieh reqnired Ibo Ooveriior lo be 
November InKoiid of April, and to lake hli awit ui 
Wolnoflny of .lanuary inttoail of Iho laoluf May. 'I 

Hill lliuruloro un.U'r«Un<l lliul, from 1831 iho.uwbuiK 
in Novombi-r i.ru ub.nirn fur thu fulluniiij- y^ir. 
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1870. 
1871. 

1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1876. 



187C. 



1882. 



Wendell Phillipi.... 245 

JohnQ. Admns 1ft2 

Wm. B.WMhburn.. 676 

John Q. Adams 220 

Robert C. Pitman... 95 
B. M.Chnniberlfiin. 21 
Wm. B. Wfuihburn.1007 
PmncU W. Bird.... 27« 

William J«ine« 1H 

Wm. B. Wnnliburn.. 778 

William <)ai>U)n 184 

B«*nj. F Butler 4 

Thomas Tnlbot 603 

William GnPton 463 

Israel W. Andrews. 6 
Alexander II. Rico. 501 

William Gaston 493 

John I. Baker 129 

Charles F. Adams.. 8 
Wendell Philliiui.... 8 
AloxMnder II. Ilice.1117 
Charles F. Adams... 000 



1878. John I. Baker 249 

1877. Alexander II. Riee. 683 

William Gaston SOg 

Robert C. Pitman... 102 
Wendell Phillips.... 1 

1878. Thomas Talbot 1107 

BonJ. P. Butler 888 

John G. Abbott. 24 

Alonso A. Miner.... 24 

1879. John I). I^mg 1094 

Bonj. F. Butlor 944 

John Q. Adams 08 

Daniel C. Rddy 45 

1880. John D, Ijong 1589 

Chits. P. Thompson. 940 

Charles Almj 18 

Horace B. Sargent.. 28 

1881. John D. Long OlS 

Chas. P. Thompson. 208 

Charles Almy 09 

Israel W. Andrews. 148 



Votr» for Governor in the Oily of Broeklon. 

Benj. F. Butlor 1408 1883. Geo. D. lloUinson. 1870 

Benj. F. Butlor 1797 

Charles Almy 47 



Robert R. Bishop.. 1203 
Charles Aluijr 38 



The fullowiug list of Governors of the Slate will 
show when North Bridf^ewatcr (now Brockton) acted 
with a innjority of the people of the coniuionwcuhh : 



Johu Brooks. 1810-22. 
Willinm Kunlin, 1823-24. 
Levi Lincoln, 1825-33. 
John Davis, I834>35. 
Edward Kvorctt, 1830-39. 
Marous Morton, 1840. 
John Davis, 1841-42. 
Marous Morton, 1843. 
Geor(;o N. BriKf^s, 1814 ftO. 
Goorgn S. Boulwoll, IHr>l-52. 
John II. Clin'fird, IHft3. 
Km cry Washburn, IK.') 'I. 
llenry J. Gardner, 1855-57. 



Nathaniel P. Banks, 1858-00. 
John A. Andrew, 1801-05. 
Aloxaudcr il. ihillook, 1866- 

69. 
William Clafltn, 1809-72. 
William U. Washburn, 1872- 

74. 
William Gnston, 1875-76. 
Aloxiindor If. Rico, 1870-79, 
Thonnis Talbol, 1879-80. 
.lohn I). Lon;;, 1880-82. 
Benjamin F. Butlor, 1883. 
George D. Robinson, 1884. 



CHAPTER IV. 

First Meeting-llouse in the North Parish — Its Appearance — 
Second Ilouse — Description — ShIo of Pews — First Bell — 
8oiiting of Colored Pc«»ple — Third McctingoIIonse — Pew- 
Ilolders — Clock — First Stoves — Erection of the Fourth Meet- 
ing-IIouse in 1854 — Dedication — Description of the Same — 
Saloof IVw.H. 

Heeting-Honses of the First Congregational 
Parish. — The Gr^tt luceting - house in the North 
rnrish was built in 17.(7, on or near the Bpot where 
the present edifice now ntunds. The dedication ser- 
mon was prcnchcd by licv. Mr. Dunbar, of Stough- 
ton, from Solomon's Song viii. 8 : " We have a little 
sister, and she hath no breaats : what shall we do for 
our aiKtcr in the day when alio ahall be spoken for?** 

From the best information gained, it was a small, 
plain Htnicturc, in keeping wiih the times, facing 
south, without steeple, bell, or chimney ; the windows 



had diamond-shaped glass, walls plastered, but not 
warmed by stove or furnace. 

"Oar meeting-house, — our meeting- house, — 

It stood upon a hill, 
Where autumn gales and wintry blasts 

Piped round it loud and shrill. 
No inaplo-tree with leafy shade, 

Nor tall, protecting oak, 
Stood near to guard the ancient house 

When tempest round it broke. 

" No steeple graced its homely roof 

With upward-pointing spire, — 
Our villagers were muoh too meek 

A steeple to desire, — 
And never did the welcome tones 

Of Sablmth- morning boll 
Our liumblo village worshipers 

The hour of worship tell." 

To this place the people of the parish gathered 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, with commendable regular- 
ity, on horseback or on foot. They " kept the Sab- 
bath and reverenced the Sanctuary.*' 

At the time of the incorporation of the parish the 
house was ^^ Erected and Inclosed," but not finished. 
At a meeting held March 12, 1739, " Timothy Keith, 
Benjamin Kd^on, David Packard, Daniel Howard, 
fidward Curtis, were chosen a committee for the 
finishing of the meeting-house in s' Precinct;" also 
" voted to raise two Hundred and fifly pounds for the 
finishing of the same, to be paid by the last of Au- 
gust ;*' chose AbicI l^lckurd " llcciiver of stuf and 
metcrcls." March 2G, 1781): 

"The cominittco ap|K>intod to finish tho meeting-house made 
demand of tho several inhabitants bow they would pay their 
Heats, or what they would percure tords the prosecution of tho 
work of flnisbing the meeting>house. In order to pay their 
Raits Whare upon a number subscribed what they would per- 
cure, as first : 

"James Packard to do the QIasing of the House, and what 
it amounts to more than his Roats Come to, to take his pay mi 
the forge. In Iron ore or Cole next fall Insewing. John John- 
son and John Kingman to do the masing work and nails, and 
to take his pay over and Abuv his Raits at the fornes or forge, 
In Labour, or Cole, or Iron ore the next fall Insewing. David 
Packard, Solomon Packard, and Jaoob Allen to find Lime. 

" Robert Hawanl, to find one thousand of pine Bords, 

" Zanhous Packard, to find one thousand of oak Hords. 

"Solomon Pnokanl, to find ono thousand of pine Uortls. 

" Renjamin Kdson, to find ono thousand of pine Rords. 

" Abiol Packard, to find one thousand of pine Bonis. 

" Timothy Keith, to find one thousand of oak Rords. 

" Daniel Ilaward, to find one thousand of pine Rords. 

"Thoofilus Curtis, to find five hundred of pine Rords. 

" Edward Curtis, to find five hundred of pine Rords. 
James Rarret, to find one thousand of pine Rords. 
Joshua Warren, to find llonges; Timothy Keith, David 
i*itckard, Solomon Paokaril, Jacob Allon, Ronjamin iSdson, 
Daniel liaward, to find all the sheet work.' 



t* 



II 



»> 



The above olTurs were accepted, by vote of the 
meeting, in ** lue of money so far as shall pay their 
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RaiU.'* Oct. 8, 1739, " Voted to sell roome for pews 
in the meetingbooBe." Doc. 1 0, 1 739, '* Voted to sell 
room for pews in order to Raise money to bay a Gush- 
ing.**^ Jan. 15, 1740, ** Voted to cbuse three men to 
set a prise upon the pews to be Gin to Bid at, so that no 
man should Beed below the prise thay should set, maid 
choise of James Packard, Abiel Packard, and Isaac 
Kingman for the same.*' Jan. 21, 1740, '* Meeting 
was held to-day,*' and " voted to sell the pews to the 
highest bidder." "John Kingman, vendue-moster, 
who seet up the first pew on the west side of the 
pulpit to bo Hold to the highest Bc*dur, and so all the 
Rest Sucksesevely Hound the meetin- house to the 

Number of 13 pews." 

£ «. tf. 

** Voted, that John Kingman shuld hiivo the flrtt pew, 
It being five feet Two inches front and five feet 
Three inches deep, for (he being the highest 
Beder) 17 06 

Voted, that Daniel llaward should have the Seckuud 

f»cw, It being 5 ft. 2 inches front and 5 feet 2 
nrbes deep, for 13 00 

Voted, that Charles Snell should have the Tkurd pew, 
It being 7 ft. 8 inches front and 4 ft. inches 
deep, for 14 10 

Voted, toat John Johnson should have the Forth pew, 
It being 6 ft. 10 inches front and 4 ft. 6 inches 
doeii, lor IS 00 

Voted, tliut Jiibos Vield should have the Fifth pow, 
It being 7 ft. inches front and 4 ft. and inches 
deep, for. 12 10 

Voted, that Walter Downe should have the sixth pew, 
It being 6 ft. and 10 inches front and 4 ft. 7 inches 
deep, for 6 00 

Voted, that James Packard should have the Seventh 
pew, It being 7 ft. 8 inobes front and 4 ft. 7 
inches deep, for 23 00 

Voted, that Nathan Keith should have the Eighth 
pew. It being 7 ft. 3 inches front and 4 ft. 7 
inches deep, for 28 15 

Voted, that Weildow fjedab Packard should have the 
ninth pew. It being 6 ft. 10 inches front and 4 ft. 
7 inches deep, for (Nu amount given.) 

Voted, thHt Zacliriah Bncll should have the tenth pow, 
It being 7 ft. Inches front and 4 ft. inches 
deep, for 16 15 

Voted, that Abiel Packard should have the Eleventh 
pew. It being 7 ft. inches front and 4 ft. 6 
inches deep, for 15 00 

Voted, that David Packard should have the twolflli 
pew. It being 7 ft. 10 inches front and 4 ft. 
inches deep, for 23 05 

Voted, that Kobert llaward shouM have the thirteenth 
pew, it being 6 ft. inches front and 5 ft. 
inches deep, for 27 00 0" 

Robert Haward was chosen ** receiver of the 
Bonds,*' given for the pews. 

Liet of chargee given in to the preeinetfur bnildiny the new 

meeting-hottee, 

£ 9. d. 

Tbeofilus Curtis 05 13 8 

Solomon Pockard 12 00 

lienjamin Kdson 04 11 

Timothy Keith 07 00 

David Packard 53 12 

John Kingman 05 06 5 

Josiah Snell 16 00 

Mr. Barnabas Pratt.. 08 02 

Zaohariah Snell 00 15 

John Colly 06 06 



£ «. d. 

John Packard 56 19 

Abiel Packard 24 15 

Weddow Ledah Pack- 

ard 15 Oy 6 

Zacheus Packard 11 00 

Jacob Allen 10 01 

Joshua Warren 07 16 

James Barret 08 02 6 

John Johnson 89 16 9 

Daniel Howard 11 00 6 

Robert Howard 8 00 

Blrter Washburn 74 17 



ToUl 386 11 4 



^ Probably this was for the pulpit. 



''Janaary 12, 1741. 'Voted that John Oolly shoaid liave 
Thirty-flre shilling* for sweeping the meeting-bouse the year 
Intaing.' Mareh 23, 1742, Abiel Paekard to sweep the meet- 
ing-hooae the p r es en t year for 36 shlliiBga. 

** Mareh 28, 1743. John Coly to have 40 shiiliiigs fur swoo|>- 
ing the meeting- house this year ooming. 

"June 6, 1743. A meeting was held 'to see whether the 
preelnet wonld TOte to Buld Seats In the Qaliryes, and it was 
▼oted in the negatire.' It was then put to rote to see whether 
the preeinet would ' sell Roome over the stairs and l>ehind the 
ftront Qaliry next to the wall for pews and it was TOtnd in the 
Affirmative." 

From the above it appears that the house had gal- 
leries put ap, but not finished. The usual pmotioe 
in building churches in early times was to finbh the 
inside and sell *' pew-room" or sections, which each 
purchaser would finish to suit himself. Hcnoe we 
frequently find votes in the records as follows: 

Juno 20, 1743. "It was put lo vote by tlie woileratar uf 
the meeting to see whether the preeinet would vote to sell fore 
pews Behind the front Qalary, and over the Stajers at a pab- 
lick vendue to the highest Beder. The Demenshions of s* Pews 
are as followeth : 'over the women's Stairs 6 feet front and five 
feet and half deep. Behind women's front Galary, 8 fe^ front 
and five feet deep. Behind men's front Qalary six foct and a lialf 
front, end flvc f«H't deup, over Ilitinuui'MHtairHMix f<H>t fniul,aud 
fivo and a half deep, aluwing (Uinvouaut liooino tu peso up and 
down the stairs.' Voted in the affirmative." 

*' The pew over the men's stairs was sect up by the 
modenitor to sail and Timothy Keith Heiling two 
pounds and ten shillings upon s' pew. It was struck 
of to him, he being the highest Beder." 

** The pew over the women's stairs was bid off by 
Daniel Howard, he Bcding two pounds and ten shil- 
lin«^ on s* pew.'* 

^* The (Miw Behind the men's fnint gtihiry was scot 
up, and Simeon Brett Beding twenty-seven pounds 
upon s' pew. It was struck off to him." 

** The pew behind the women's front galary was set 
up by the moderator to sail, and Constant Southworth 
Beding twenty pounds and five shillings upon S* pew. 
It was struck off to him, he being the highest Beder." 

Abiel Packard, Robert Haward, and Zachariah 
Snell were a committee to give confirmation to the 
above '* sail of pews." 

Sept. 3, 1744. "Voted to buld two seats in each 
side Gallery." 

The first thing to be done after building a church 
in early times was to " seet the peopel" and provide a 
pew for the minister. 

Sept. 3, 1744. We find " Jabei Field & charge 
voted for Building Mr. Porter's pew, £3 10 shillings." 

June 28, 174(). It was put to vote *' to see If the 
Precinct would vote to finish the meeting-house this 
year, and it was voted in the affirmative." 

" Voted, that James Packard, Uenry Kingman, 
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niid Jnbcx Field Ix) t\ coiiiiniltco to soc tlio meeting- 
I10U8C be fiiiislied.** 

What the effect of the above vote was we find no 
record, and are lefl to judge that it was never carried 
into effect, as appears by the following record, aiming 
at the same thing, namely, — to have the *' meeting- 
House** coniplct<}d. 

Aug. 15, 1748. " Voted that Abiel Packard, Con- 
stant South worth, and Samuel Brett be a committee 
to finish the meeting- house the present year." 

The following persons were supposed to have worked 
upon the house in the completion of the same, as it 
appears March 27, 1749. The following sums were 
voted to be paid : To Samuel Brett, for work ** Don 
In the nicH'tiiig-llouHi*," £(5 7x. To Luke Perkins, 
£1 10«. March 29, 1750, *' money voted to Simeon 
Cary for Labour Don abought the Electing- House, to 
be Drawed out of the Treasury, £8 1 4." " Voted 
to Arohabiel Robson for Bannisters for the Meeting- 
IIousc £4 10 shillings Lawfull Money.** 

At a meeting held Sept. 27, 175G, it was ** voted 
that the Petition between the men and womcn*s frount 
Gallery Shuld be bult up a gain where it first stood. 
Also voted that the Rume on the women*s side of the 
Petition should be for the women.** 

By the above votes we see the custom prevailed of 
keeping the men and women in separate pews, and 
have no doubt the work was completed, and that tlicy 
were kept in their proper places, for we find Barnabas 
Pratt was allowed £3 Bx. for putting up a " petition'* 
between the *^ Oallereyes and the Hind Sects.** 

At a meeting of the precinct held Dec. 4, 1758, 
" voted that the committee provide an Iron Latch and 
Bolt for the South Dore of the meeting-house.*' 

Second Heeting-Honse. — The subject of building 
a new church, or of enlarging the old one, was tjilked 
of in 1700, and a meeting called to see what the 
precinct would do, which was held Dec. 1, 1760: 

** To 8C6 if tlio Preoinot will vote to enlarge the Moeting- 
Hoase bjr fplitting of It In tow, or making an addition to it, or 
both, and also to 8eo if any person or persons will under-take 
the notngof it for tlin Uiiino fii tlio niMition tlialHlinll bo maid 
U) tlin imMi(iii};-lioiim\ and in oimo the IVoidnct Riioiild not voto 
to In largo I ho nicoling-hooso, then to see if tlio IVocinct will 
vote to Huld a now Mooting-Honse, and when and wboro it shall 
be sot, and of what Bigness it shall be bait." The vote was first 
pat " to see if the Precinot would build a now House, which was 
▼oted In the negative." " Then to see if the Preoinot would 
vote to Inlarge the Meeting-IIouso by splitting of it. Voted 
in the negative." 

Thus things remained for over a year, when the 
subject was again brought up at a meeting held Dec. 
29, 17G1, at ten o*clock a.m., <* To see what sum of 
money can be raised towards the Bulding a new 
Meeting- House. In the North Precinct of Bridge- 



water, by selling the pew Borne to the Highest 
Bedors. In a Mccting-IIousc of the same Demcn- 
shons of the South Meeting- House, in Bridgewater, 
the number of them and the Setuation and Begness 
may be seen by a plan that will be Provided in said 
meeting on said day.*' " Voted that Capt. Simeon 
Gary should be marster of the vandue to sell the 
pews to the Hiest Beders ;" and also " voted that the 
pew on the Right Hand of the pulpet-stairs shuld be 
for the use of the menestry In said Precinct ;'* and it 
was further 'Woted that Every person that had a 
pew struck of to him by the vandue-master shuld pay 
Down a Dolor, as Enerst for his pew.*' 

'^ The master of the vandue chose by the precinot 
then prosodod to the sail (»f the Pews to the Number 
of 47, on the flore of the Meeting-House.** The 
number, names, and price of each being as follows : 

Pew No. 1. Ebeneser Snell 18 16 

** 2. Ebeneser Paokard 16 18 8 

" 3. Nohomiah Lincoln 15 4 

" 4. Zaohariah Uumoy, Jr 10 10 8 

" 5. Isoachar Snell 14 2 8 

'' 6. Daniel Manley and Bphraim Cole. 17 17 4 

" 7. Klinha (Jurnoy 17 12 

" 8. Jopiah Packard 18 

" 9. Matthew Kingman 18 10 8 

" 10. Simeon Brett 13 12 

" 11. Abicier Packard 17 6 8 

<* 12. Thomas Thompson 16 

'' n. IsNao Packard 21 12 

" 14. Ihirnabns ilowurd 18 IS 4 

** 15. Aloxandor Kingman 17 6 8 

" 16. Adam Howard and Zebodoe Snell 22 

" 17. Nathnniol South woHh 14 8 

" 18. Josiab Jlivydon 18 13 4 

" 1U. Abia Keith 22 5 4 

" 20. Dnniol Ames 10 16 

" 21. William Packard 14 13 4 

" 22. Abia Packard 14 2 8 

" 23. Simeon Cary 15 4 

" 24. Jonathan Cary 15 1 4 

" 25. Thomas Paokard 14 18 8 

" 26. John Howard 14 16 

" 27. Jacob Packard no aooonnt 

" 28. llarnabas Pratt 18 6 8 

" 20. Koliort llowani 18 16 

" 30. Charles Snoll 18 16 

" 31. Thomas Reynolds 20 13 4 

" 32. ZiMshariah Cary 10 

" 33. Samnol IJrott 14 16 

*' 34. Benjamin Ames and Nathaniel LinOeld 14 18 8 

<' 35. Reaben Paokard 14 18 4 

" 36. Issaohar Snell 82 2 8 

" .17. Jowph Uirhards 18 13 4 

** :\K Dnniol IlinhnrdH 24 10 

« :M». Uobort Thompson 15 14 8 

*' 40. Barnabas Packard 16 2 8 

" 41. Abol Packard 23 12 

" 42. David Paokard 18 16 

" 4.3. EnMgn Henry Kingman 14 18 8 

" 44. Capt. Lemuel Dunbar 14 16 

" 45. Jabei Field 13 6 8 

" 46. Scth Hnrris 14 16 

« 47. Blipbalet Philips 16 

Afler the sale of the above pews "the Precinct 
aOonied the meeting to Monday the forth Day of 
Jennary, at twelve o'ck, M." "Agreeably to agom- 
ment the precinct gathered together, and the vandue- 
master, chosen by the precinct for the sail of the 
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pew8, proeeded and made sail of sixteen, pews In the 
firont Gallery/' the number, names, and prices of 
which were as follows, namely : 

£ a. 4. 

Pew No. 1. Taaao Fullor 20 IS 4 

•* 2. iMMhArSnell 20 8 

** S. Luke Perkins 20 18 4 

" 4. ItnohArSneU 21 2 6 

'* 6. iMaobRrSnell 24 5 4 

" 6. Jonaihan Hajden 14 8 

" 7. WilllHtn Bdion 14 6 4 

" 8. Barnabaf Howard and Jaboi Field 18 8 

" 9. Joshua Packard IS 17 4 

« 10. Jaoob Packard 20 17 4 

** 11. Nathan Paokord and Simeon Packard... 10 

" 12. William Sliaw 10 16 

" 13. Joeiah Perkini 4 

*' 14. Depetideuoe French and Thoophilus 

Curtis, Jr 12 13 4 

" 15. Levi French and Isaac Breit 12 8 

" 10. Dr. Phillip Bryant and Seth Bryant 12 2 8 

Desoription of the Hew House. — Jan. 5, 1762. 
"Voted to BuKl a meeting house of the sumo de- 
menshons of the South meeting-house In Bridge- 
water, excepting two side Qallary to be bult in sects ;" 
also " voted to Butd the meeting- House the next 
summer, within twelve month from the aforsaid 
Date hereof;" and ** voted that all the posts of the 
Body of the meeting- House shuld bo sawed and the 
house faced South.*' Robert Haward, Cupt Simeon 
Gary, and Mr. Abia Keith were chosen a oominittoo 
for " prosiculing the Buldiug the meeting- House in 
the North Precinct." *^ Voted that the house shuld 
be Shilingled with sedar shingles." 

Monday, Nov. 8, 17t)2. " A meeting was called to 
see if the precinct will vote to Buld a Belfree to the 
meeting-house," and it was voted to ** Build one over 
the East Dore," also ^' voted to Buld a porch over 
the west Dore, and to sell the stairways for pews to 
the highest Bedor." it seems nothing had been 
done towards forwarding the building of the " Bel- 
free" in January, as another meeting was called to 
meet January 17th, ** to see if the precinct will vote 
to buld the Belfree, and spire, already voted to be 
built, provided it can be don by subscription, and 
without taxing the precinct," which was voted in the 
affirmative ; also " voted that the Belfry should be 
twelve feet square, and eighty-five feet high from the 
grown." Capt. Simeon Gary, Isaac Packard, and 
Barnabas Howard were chosen a committee to ** Buld" 
the same. In the spring of 1762 the building was 
commenced. The frame was raised in June, 1763, 
and in December of the same year tlie house was 
completed and dedicated to the worship of God the 
last week of that month, ilev. Mr. Dunbnr preached 
the sermon in the forenoon of the day of dedication, 
from the text, Isaiah Ix. 7 : *' I will glorify the house 
of my glory." Rev. John Angier, of the East 
Parish, preached a sermon in the afternoon from the 



text, Ptelms cxxii. 1 : ** I was glad when they said 
unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord." The 
first sermon preached in the new meeting-house by 
Rev. Mr. Porter was from text, Ilaggai ii. 9 : ** Tlie 
glory of this latter house shall be greater than the 
former." The carpenters that performed the car- 
penter-work upon this house were Deacon Jonathan 
Gary, Benjamin Packard, Micab Packard, Seth Pack- 
ard, Baraabas Pratt, Thomas Pratt, Job Bryant, 
Gamaliel Bryant, Samuel Hayden, Phinchas Paine, 
Jeremiah Beals. Col. Josiah Ilayden was the mas- 
ter-workman of the inside of the house. Col. Simeon 
Gary, who was one of the building committee, was 
master of the outside of the house. Col. Hayden 
also built the pulpit and sounding-Umrd. All oF the 
above mechanics belonged in the town. 

We have already seen that the precinct voted to 
have a steeple built by subscription, but for some 
reason which does not appear on record it was not all 
paid in. For this purpose the pew back of the 
*< Deckon sect" was put up for " sail" to help pay the 
oommittee that built it what expense had been in- 
curred. May 17, 1764, ** Voted to sell the old meet- 
ing-house for the use of the precinct in jenerail." 

** Alni» I tliuro uanio a liioklitui day, 

Our ueeting-houie grew old, — 
The paint waa worn, the shingles loose; 

In winter it was too oold. 
'* They called it an old-fashioned thing, 

And said it mast be sold." 

First Bell. — Also voted the same day to *' Geet a 
Bell for the New Meeting House, not exceeding six 
hundred Wate." Daniel llowani, l&q., Capt. Abiel 
Packard, and Lieut. Uenry Kingman were chosen a 
oommittee to purchase the same. Oot. 24, 1765, 
<( Voted to Build stairs to the Belfree." It seems the 
bell of the new meeting-house became broken from 
some cause, and at a meeting held Oct. 10, 1768, to 
see if the precinct would vote to mend thu bell, voted 
in the affirmative, also ** voted that Lieut. Henry King- 
man should geet it mended." We presume that the 
bell was past mending, as we afterwards find, Dec 11, 
1769, a vote *' to geet a new Bell of Seven hundred 
wate. Lieut. Henry Kingman, Col. Simeon Gary, 
and Capt. Isaac Packard were appointed a oommittee 
to go and agree with Mr. Hubbard, for the making 
and taking down of the old Bell and hanging the new 
one." Jan. 11, 1770, ** Voted to Imploy Mr. Aaron 
Huburd and Mr. Gellomer to new Run the Bell, and 
that it shall be of Seven hundred wate." In the 
early part of 1772, a number of persons became 
** lamed" in the rules of *' musick" under Mr. Bil- 
lings, and asked that seats might be assigned to them 
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ill ilic tH)iitli pnrt of the women's gallery. T\m ro- 
qnc8t was coiiipHod with as follows: Nov. *-)0, 1772, 
" Votci) to the singers the South part of the women's 
Gallary Daring pleasure.*' We find this produced 
some disffatisfaction, and efforts were made to restore 
the seats back to the women. Various meetings were 
culled until, April 8, 1773, a special meeting being 
called, the (jucstiun was put by the moderator to see 
if the precinct will vote to restore the Southerly part 
of the womens gallary to the womens use again." 
It was " voted in the negative." April 3, 1775, 
The above vote was reconsidered, and a vote passed 
" allowing the north part of the womens sects During 
the pleasure of the Parish," also ** voted to build a 
pair of sUiirs in the Bclfree." Doc. 1 1 , 1788, 
" Voted to sell the Deef Sect." Also " vot<5d to sell 
the two hind sects each side of the Broad alley." 
Now the parish begin to think that some repairs are 
needed, and a committee of three were chosen to re- 
port what repairs were necessary. Job Bryant, Moses 
Cary, and Jeremiah Beals were that committee, who 
reported the following to be done : " new sett the 
Olass in putty, paint the Door, windows, and walls, 
and the platform of the Belfree be covered with Led." 
Voted ** that the window frames and sashes be painted 
white." 

Seats for Colored People.— March 19, 1789. 
** Voted to build a porch provided it can be Don 
without expense to the parish, and also to put seats 
in the porch and Belfree Jbr the negroes, and sell the 
room where the stairs and negro pew now are." Thus 
we see that in this year the negroes were to sit in the 
loft provided on purpose, which created no little feel- 
ing on the part of the colored population. 

March 4, 1795. "Voted to shingel the Meeting 
House the front side, to bo completed by the 15 of 
Sept." 

In the year 1800 we again find a disagreement 
between the colored people attending worship and sit- 
ting in the same seat with the white people, which 
very much annoyed some of them, and to remedy this 
trouble a meeting was held August 4th, " To see what 
measures the Parish will take to prevent the blades 
from occupying the seats appropriated to the use of 
the white people, so as to prevent any disturbance in 
time of Public worshipe," at which time it was " Voted 
that the side galleries and the seatA in the Body of 
the meeting house be appropriated to the use of the 
white people, and the seats in the porch above to the 
use of the blacks." 

Jan. 19, 1801, ** Voted to erect seats m the front 
gallery for the singers, in front of the front pews," 
and ** voted that they be erected in a surkerler forme." 



April 30, 1801, " Voted to paint the inside work that 
has heretofore been painted, to be under the direction 
of the Parish Committee." Early in the year 1805, 
the people of the parish, wishing to improve the looks 
of their house of worship, called a meeting, which 
was held March 11, 1805, '' To see if the Parish will 
repair the meeting llous, and what repairs they will 
make the year insuing." At this meeting a commit- 
tee of nine was chosen to view the house and report 
at the adjournment of the meeting. This committee 
consisted of the following persons : Capt. Abel King- 
man, Capt. Howard Gary, Maj. Caleb Howard, Jere- 
miah Beal, Jesse Perkins, Gideon Howard, Esq., 
Perez South worth, Silas Packard, Daniel Packard. 
This committee report " that it was necessary to make 
new the wast bords and water table from the north 
east corner of the meeting hous, and on the South 
side, to the South side of the Porch door, that as 
many of the sashes as are defective should be made 
new, and such repairs on the doors as shall bo found 
necessary; that the bell fraim, banisters, &o., be made 
new, and all the trimmings together with the spire be 
painted, that the body of the house together with the 
rouff be painted." A committee of five were ap- 
pointed to select a color for painting, who reported 
** white, one shade on the yallow." Moses Gary, 
Jonathan Beals, and John Wales were chosen a oom- 
mittee to carry the above repairs into execution. Aug. 
30, 1805, »* Voted to Polish the Vain." 

Deo. 5, 1816. We again find a vote respecting the 
seating of the colored people, as follows : Voted 
" that the People of color may occupy the two Back 
seats in the west gallery of our meeting house & no 
other seats, or that they may have ground for one pew 
in the northwest corner of the Gallery, and ground for 
another pew in the North East corner of the Gallery 
as they Choose, and that the Parish clerk servo the 
people of color with a copy of this vote." 

In 1818 the subject of warming the meeting-house 
came up in the following manner: Some of the churches 
in the neighboring towns having found it a luxury to 
have the house of God warmed and made comfortable, 
thought it would not be too much of a sin to enjoy 
the same comfort. The idea at first met with serious 
opposition ; for the Grst article in a warrant concern- 
ing the purchasing of a cast-iron stove was negatived, 
which move was made Dec. 10, 1818, as follows : 
*< Voted to have the article of getting a stove in- 
serted in a warrant for the next spring meeting," and 
in the following spring, March 25, 1819, *< voted the 
stove or stoves to a committee of five," consisting of 
Col. Caleb Howard, Daniel Howard, Esq., Abel 
Kingman, Esq., Capt. Zachariah Gurney, Eliphalet 
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KingmaD. Deo. 13, 1819. This committee reported 
it " inexpedient to get a Stove." March 7, 1822. 
« Voted the South part of the East Gallery for the 
uao of the young women." Previous to February, 
1823, this Parish had been known by the name uf 
the <' North Parish iu Bridgewator." Dec. 22, 
1822, The parish " voted to take measures to alter the 
name of the North Parish of Bridgewater, and that 
it be called the * First Parish in North Bridgowater ;* 
also voted that the Parish take measures to petition 
the Legislature to carry the above into eflfcct." Caleb 
Howard, Esq., Perez Crocker, and Peres Southworth 
were appointed to petition the Legislature in behalf 
of said parish ; so that from that time forward it was 
known as the " First Parish in North Bridgwater." 
In the early part of 1824 the bell of this parish was 
found broken, and Abel Kingman, E.sq., Caleb How- 
ard, Esq., and llev. Daniel Huntington were chosen 
a committee to purchase a new one, March 2, 1824, 
with discretionary power to " gitt a Bell of the wate 
of from 10 to 12 cwt." A bell was purchased of 
George H. Holbrook, of West Medway, Mass., April 
17, 1824, which was warranted for one year with fair 
common usage, and weighing twelve hundred and 
forty-two pounds, at an expense of $405.75. An 
article was inserted in a warrant for parish meeting, 
March 2, 1824, <' To see if the Parish will agree to 
make any alteration in the form or shape of the 
Meeting House, either inside or out, or to make any 
repairs to either." This was the first movement to- 
ward rebuilding or repairing the old house. At this 
meeting it was voted to make some alteration, pro- 
viding that they can agree with the pew-holders on 
reasonable terms. For this purpose a committee 
was chosen to see upon what terms the pew-holders 
would consent to " give up thare pews." This com- 
mittee consisted of Howard Cary, Silas Packard, 
Capt. David Ames, Nathaniel Littlefield, Bela Keith, 
Eliplialet Kingman, Capt. John Packard, Cupt. Asa 
Jones, Col. E. Southworth, Israel Packard, Capt. 
Jeremiah Beals, who were to report at the next 
meeting, which report was as follows : " 25 were wil- 
ling to have their pews appraised, 24 willing to sell, 
13 willing to exchange their old for new ones." 
"Voted not to accept of the committee's report," 
and also " Voted they wouldn't make any alteration in 
the Meeting-House." Fob. 25, 1825. »* Voted to 
dbmiss the article concerning alteration of the Meet- 
ing House." Sept. 4, 1820, the subject was again 
brought before the parish, " To see if the Parish will 
agree to alter, repair, or rebuild their Meeting-House." 
Third Meeting-House. — A committee of fiOeen 
were chosen to take the subject into consideration, who 



reported in favor of building a new house. Oct. 23, 
1826. Voted to ohooee a committee of five out of town 
to appraise the pews in said meeting-house. Col. Royal 
Turner, of llandolph ; Ksni Forbes, of Bridgiiwatcr ; 
Wade Daley, of Easton, John Belohor, Micah Nash, 
of Abington, were appointed said committee, who pro- 
ceeded to their duty Nov. 7, 1826, and appraised the 
whole, amounting to two thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollars. Feb. 16, 1827. Cliose a committee of 
eleven to nominate three as building oomuiittoe, and six 
as advising. Abel Kingman, Lieut. Isaac Packard, 
and Benjamin Kingman were appointed as the build- 
ing committee, and the two first named resigning, B. 
Kingman was chosen as agent to build the house, and 
Belah Keith, Esq., Asa Jones, Daniel H. Cary, Col. 
Isaac Littlefield, Lieut. Ephraim Cole, and John Til- 
den, Jr., were chosen as advising committee. A com- 
mittee of five were appointed to locate the house, 
consisting of the following persons: Silas Packard, 
Jesse Perkins, Esq., Col. Edward Southworth, Col. 
Cyrus Porter, Abel Kingman, Esq., who reported in 
favor of setting the house its width south, and half 
its length west. Ileport accepted March 16, 1827. 

The old house was taken down in April of this 
year. On the first day of the week in which this was 
to be done, and the ground cleared for another house, 
a sermon was delivered by Rev. D. Huntington, the 
pastor of the church, from Zachariah xii. 6 : " And 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, 
even in Jerusalem." And as many of the society 
could not go abroad to worship while the now litmse 
was in process of building, it was thought Inist to 
provide temporary acctimmodations. For this purpoM) 
an addition was made to the sheds at the southwest 
corner of the green, in which seats were provided for 
the congregation, and to which the pulpit of the old 
house was removed. And the author has often been 
told that in that humble place there were many 
precious hours spent, and some of the most interest- 
ing seasons of religious exercise enjoyed there that 
ever they experienced. The new house of worship 
was completed in November, so that the sheds were 
occupied by them during the interval of time between 
those dates. The house was dedicated Nov. 27, 1827, 
with highly appropriate and interesting exercises. 

Nov. 15, 1827. At & meeting of the parish the 
following persons wore chosen a committee of arrange- 
ments for the dedication of the new house, namely, 
Benjamin Kingman, Capt. David Ames, Col. Nathan 
Jones, Col. Isaac Littlefield, Lieut. Ephraim Cole; 
also Silas Packard and Benjamin Kingman were ap- 
pointed and authorized to convey the pews to those 
that purchased. Voted that the sale of pews take 
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plncc Weiincsday, Nov. 28, 1827) tu commciioe at 

iiiiio o*c)(Mjk A.M. 

Tlic fbllowiiig Khows a list of the pcwR sold, the 

Qnmbcr, names of owners, and price for which they 

were sold. Zeuas French, of Randolph, vendue- 

master : 

rKW-UOLDKUS. 



6. 


AsolOurnoy 


$101.50 


66. 


6. 


Robort llowanl... 


104.00 


67. 


7. 


Jaiiirfl Ciiry 


110.50 


68. 


8. 


DiiTid ISdson, Jr.. 


106.00 


69. 


0. 


SimcoQ Packard.. 


103.00 


70. 


10. 


llesokMi Packard. 


98.50 


71. 


11. 


Bliphalci King. 




73. 




man 


08.00 


74. 


12. 


Joel Ames 


100.50 


75. 


1.3. 


Oman Cole 


85.50 
91.00 


76. 


M. 


Franttln Cary 


77. 


If.. 


Alo.*t4\N PiMikaril... 


!)3.ft0 


78. 


in. 


Kxokii'l AlcrriM.... 


86.00 


79. 


17. 


Zibciiii Vrencli.... 


7ft.00 




18. 


Col. E<lw. South- 




80. 




worlli 


72.00 
56.00 
.38.00 


81. 


19. 


Asa Kord 


82. 


20. 


Apollax Packard.. 


83. 


21. 


Ambrose Packard 


21.00 


84. 


22. 


lielo Keith 


40.00 


86. 


2.1. 


Josiah Puller 


19.50 


SO. 


24. 


Jiwiali Packard... 


69.50 


87. 


2ft. 


Ziba Keilh 


94.00 




26. 


llfibcrt Packard, 




88. 




Jr 


94.60 


89. 


27. 


8inicnn Loncb...... 


102.00 


90. 


28. 


Abel Kingman.... 


10.3.00 


91. 


29. 


David Ames 


108.50 


92. 


30. 


Luke PackanI 


117.00 


93. 


.11. 


Itonj. Kingmiin... 


11 ft. 00 


91. 


32. 


JoPiah llrcli 


123.00 


96. 


33. 


Mioab Faxon 


127.00 


96. 


34. 


Isaac A. Jonas 




98. 




Koitb.. 


128.50 


99. 


3ft. 


Si Ivan IIS Kroncb.. 


127.60 


100. 


36. 


f^aac Curtis 


134.10 


101. 


37. 


Micab Shaw 


126.00 


102. 


38. 


ArsaKeiib 


128.00 


103. 


39. 


Col. £dw. South- 




104. 




worth 


140.00 


105. 


40. 


Thomas Wales 


173.00 


106. 


41. 


Lieut. Bnh. Cole. 
James Littlefield. 


lOft.OO 


107. 


42. 


206.00 


108. 


43. 


Jacob Fuller 


204.00 


44. 


Isaac Packard.... 


205.00 


100. 


4ft. 


Jeremiah Reals... 


200.00 


110. 


46. 


Ar7Ji Pnckard 


190.00 


47 


Thcron Amos 


180.00 


111. 


48. 


Abel Kingmnn.... 


175.50 


114. 


4U. 


JoMiah W. King- 








man 


155.00 




50. 


John W. King. 




115. 




man 


140.50 
1.32.50 


61. 


Charles Keith 




52. 


A. French A Son.. 


124.00 


119. 


53. 


Lysandcr Howard 


Oft.ftO 


121. 


54. 


Joel Packard 


56.00 


124. 


55. 


David Amra 


32.25 




56. 


Abel Kini^man, 




126. 




KlM| 


30.00 


126. 


57. 


SnmnrI Tribou.... 


54.00 




58. 


Martin Cary 


80.00 


127. 


59. 


Noah Ford 


120.50 
133.50 


129. 


60. 


Col. Cyrus Porter 


132. 


61. 


Klipfaalot King. 




134. 




man 


140.00 
155.00 
169.60 


135. 


62. 


Bela Keith 


137. 


63. 


John Thom))Son... 




64. 


C(d. Natbnn .Tones 


178..60 


140. 


65. 


Isaac Littlefield... 


182.00 


141. 



Turner Torrcy... $202.00 

Josiah Ames 20.3.00 

Rosilor Jones 106.00 

Asa Jones 197.50 

S. Packard, Esq. 195.60 

Micah Faxon 173.50 

Nathaniel Amos. 12.3.50 

Howard Packard 127.00 

Nahnm Perkins. 135.50 

D. Littlefield 1.36.00 

Silas Packard.... 1.33.50 

Jiibox l\in);iiiiiii. 128.50 
IbMij. AiitrH A. 

(Jalon Pnilt... 126.00 

Isaac Littlefield.. 122.50 

Alvn Noyes 117.60 

Oalen Warren... 112.60 

Martin Cary 107.00 

L. Howard 102.60 

Daniel Ford 94.00 



Samuel Allen.... 
Kliphalet King. 

man 

Ucnj. Packard... 
Soth Copclnnd... 
Zenas Thuyer.... 
William Lewis... 
Zenas Brett 



71.00 

68.50 
48.60 
31.60 
.^0.60 
37.26 
42.60 

M. Copoland 47.00 

v.. Kingiiinn 67.00 

Alva Noyes 60.00 

Daniel H. Carey 73.60 
JcsBo Perkins.... 66.60 
JiM«»<o IVrkins.... 70.00 

II. Packard 10.3.00 

Licitt. K. Cole.... 106.26 
Mark Perkins... 107.00 
Isaso Pnckard... 89.00 
Dansilla Cary.... 90.00 

Oliver Leach 77.00 

Jonas Reynolds. 85.00 

Bartilla Field ... 114.00 

J J. Dunbar (half) 54.26 

I M. Perkins (half) 54.25 

Albert Smith 97.00 

fO. Dike(halO .38.75 
I H.AIdon(hair) 38.75 

N. Lincoln 42.60 

Bcnj. Ames A. 

(ialrn Pratt... 47.00 
' Isaac Curtis 

(half) 43.00 

Luke Packard 

(half) 43.00 

Bela Keith 26.00 

John Wales 20.00 

Simon and llexc- 24.60 

kiah Pnckard... 24.50 

J. Brett (half)... 18.75 

Moses and David 

Pnckard (half). 18.76 

Bela Keith 30.00 

John Shankland 26.00 
Silas Packard.... 18.75 

Isaac Keith 23.00 

John Wales 33.50 

Eliphalet King- 
man 43.50 

Tiomuol French.. 44.00 
Abel Kingman... 40.50 



Nov. 28, 1827. Voted tlmt tlio tliree cnstcrly 
pew8 ill (lie north side of the gallery be reserved for 



youn^ women. And again the subject of seating the 
(M)lored }>co|>lo comes up, and it was ** Voted that tho 
South west and North west pews be reserved for the 
people of Colour." Jan. 14, 1828. At a meeting 
held this day, " To see if the parish will vote to pro- 
cure a timepiece,*' it was ** voted to defer the subject 
of fretting a timepiece to a future meeting." Jan- 
uary 28th, the same subject was brought before the 
parish for action, when it was ** voted not to do any 
thing respecting getting a timepiece." 

The report of the agent in building the new house 
was as follows, Jan. 14, 1828 : 

" The total cost of the new house, including the 
furniture, ns furnished at the expense of the parish, 
was s(W(«n Hioiifuuid fivo linndrcM] and nine dollars and 
Kcventccn cents. The old house sold for four hun- 
dred and three dollars and thirty-seven cents, which, 
deducted from the cost of the new building, leaves 
the nctt cost seven thousand and ninety-five dollars 
and eighty cents.** 

Also at the same time " voted that the Parish com- 
mittee be instructed to build Horse sheds for those 
that want them at cost. Benjamin Kingman chosen 
as agent to build them.** March 24, 1828. Jesse 
Perkins, Col. Edward Southworth, and Benjamin 
Kingman were appointed to view the ground in front 
of the meeting-house with reference to erecting a 
fence, who reported in favor of erecting one, " to 
extend 10 feet front of the house of a circular form, 
of 20 Stone Posts, and Iron rods or chains.*' Jan. 
24, 1832, a new bell was procured. Thomas Qur- 
ney and Abel Kingman, Esq., were the purchasing 
committee. The bell was manufactured by Qeorge 
Holbrook, of Medway, Mass. Also, in April of the 
same year, a clock was procured by subscription, 
which was made by George Holbrook above named, 
costing three hundred dollara, placed upon the church 
April 11, 1832. The proprietors of the clock offered 
it to the parish upon their paying what outstanding 
accounts were unpaid, which offer was accepted, and 
$62.88 paid for the same Monday, Jan. 21, 1833. 
The subject of warming the hou.so was brought before 
the society again, " To sec if the Parish will procure 
a stove or any other apparatus for warming their 
meeting house.** A committee of five were chosen 
" to get information respecting the best mode of 
warming their Meeting House, and to what course is 
pursued in other Societies, and report at the next 
March meeting.'* Turner Torrey, Lysander Howard, 
Darius Littlefield, Eliphalet Kingman, and Ephraim 
Cole committee for the above. AAer report of com- 
mittee, Dec. 30, 1833, " Voted that they would not 
consent to have a stove in our meeting house provid- 
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ing it was done free of expense to the Parish.** Mon- 
day, Au^. 10, 1835. Choee a building committee of 
five persons to build a parsonage-house, — Kdward 
Southworth, Abel Kingman, Benjamin Kingman, 
Bela Keith, and Rositer Jones, committee. At last 
the parish concluded to warm the house, which ap- 
pears by a vote passed Nov. 28, 1835. Heroao 
Packard, Col. E. Southworth, and Ephraim Cole 
were chosen a committee to provide stoves for the 
meeting-house, — truly a most remarkable innovation 
when compared with the former custom of sitting 
during long sermons nhivcring and shaking, as though 
it were wicked to be made comfortable. Judging by 
the records this people, like most other societies, were 
occasionally troubled with naughty lK)y8, as April 13, 
1844, ** Voted to choose a number of persons to take 
care of the boys in the gallery.** March 8, 1852 
An article was inserted in tlu^ warnmt, calling a meet- 
ing of the parish, ** To see if the Parish will make a 
general repair and revision of their meeting house, 
and take measures that may be proper to settle with 
the pew holders.** " Voted unanimously to make a 
general repair and revision of their meeting house.'* 
'* Also made choice of Benjamin Kingman, Oakes S. 
Soule, and Marcus Packard a committee to procure 
plans for reseating and repairing the meeting house, 
and report at a future meeting.'* March 22, 1852. 
The committee appointed to get a plan for reseating 
and repairing '^ reported in favor of building a new 
house, and recommended that the Parish thoroughly 
review the whole subject deliberately.** This report 
was accepted, and the same committee were appointed 
to '* investigate and get such information in relation 
to the whole matter of building and repairing their 
house as they may think best calculated to enable 
the parish to judge correctly as to what is best to 
be done, to examine modern built houses at their 
discretion." 

The same day " voted to reconsider the voto to re- 
pair and reseat the Meeting- House.** 

Fourth Meeting-House. — The above-named per- 
sons were chosen as building committee. April 26, 
1852, Benjamin Kingman, Ozen Qurney, and Marcus 
Packard were appointed to settle with pew-holders, sell 
the old house, and provide another place of worship. 
Dec. 27, 1852, " Voted to instruct the building com- 
mittee to proceed in building a house when the sum 
of Eight Thousand Dollars is subscribed.** March 
17, 1853, made choice of three persons to appraise 
the old pews, — namely, John W. Loud, of Wey- 
mouth ; Joseph Lewis, of Duxbury ; Nathan Randall, 
of Duxbury, were chosen. 

The ladies of the First Congregational Church and 



society held a levee for social intercourse and fellow- 
ship At the Satuckot Hall, Fob. 15, 1853. Tliu oh- 
jeet of the meeting was to inoraase the fund for fur- 
nishing the new meeting-house which was then talked 
of building. The meeting was largely attended, the 
weather mild, the traveling good, with a bright 
moon. The meeting made choice of William P. 
Howard as president. The North Bridgewater 
Brass Band was present, and made the first impres- 
sion ; then prayer was offered by Rev. Paul Conch ; 
then a musical treat by Isaac T. Packard ; remarks 
appropriate to the occaaion by llev. Paul Couch; 
amusements ; refreshments for five hundred persons; 
and a little later in the evening the following song 
was sung- by Isaac T. Packard, the orgaubt of the 
church : * 

<<T1IK OLD VILLAGK CIIURCU. 

" A tong for the ehnreh, the old Tillage eharoh. 
Which has stood full manj a jear. 
We'll sing to iU praise in the loftiest lays; 
For we love its portals dear. 

** The storms they have beat on that laored retreat, 
While its inmales have bowed in prayer; 
Tho lightnings have llashod and the deep thunder orasbod 
With the notes of the chanting oboir. 

** Memory now can look beck through tine's iNiaten traok 
And remember the Joyful day 
When its frame was reared, while the workmen eheered, — 
To them it was sport and play. 

" They saw the tower rise, pointing up to the skies. 
While within the deep-toned bell 
Gave forth the glad sound to the poopio aroand 
That tho building was niiishoil well. 

''Then a song ft»r Iho oliuroh, tho old villsgo ohuroli. 
Which has stood full many a year. 
We'll sing to its praise in the loftiest lays. 
For we Ioto its portals dear. 

** But old Father Time, he thinks it no erime 
To crumble the stateliest towers; 
In silence he's spaced, and the beauty defaoed 
That was ouoo in this temple of ours. 

"And progression appears in these later years 
To make it our duty clear 
That we must In our might, while oontending for right, 
A fine new structure rear. 

** Then a song for the church, for the new village obnroh 
Which we hope we then shall sec, * 

In which we may raise glad notes of praise 
To thee. Great One in Three. 

** The work has begun, and the ladies have done, 
A nd are doing from day to day. 
An honorable part to encourage each heart 
To labor without delay. 

" They have iuTited us bore, and with right good cheer 
We respond to their festiTc call ,* 
And we'll do nothing worse than to All their parse^ 
To discount in tlio full. 
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" In decking the churoh, the new village ohuroli 
Wliicli we ho|ie we tlien vhnll fee, 
In whieli we inny raise glad notes of praise 
To tliee, Groat One in Three." 

The frame of the new house was raised Aug. 25, 

1853, ill the adcnioou, wlieu tlio following ceremony 
took place: 1, hymn, sung by the children; 2, 
prayer, by llev. Charles L. Mills, of the Porter 
Church ; H, prayer, by Rev. A. B. Wheeler, of the 
Second Methodist Kpiscnpul Church; 4, hymn, 
written by Isaac T. Packard, the organist of the 
church : 

*' Praise to thy name, eternal King. 
In grateful numbers here we bring ; 
Oh, now behold us from aboTe, 
And smile upon ns in thy love. 

" Here on this hallowed ground we meet. 
And now thy b1esi>ing we entreat; 
Oh, may these walls in order rise, 
Through help that oometh from the skies. 

'* Oh, build this house, this house of prayer ! 
Make it the object of thy oaro : 
Jloro with thy poopio ovnr dwoll; 
Iloro may thy saints thy glories tell. 

" And from thi» earthly house below 
May multitudes redeemed go 
To that prepared by thee above. 
There join to sing redeeming lore." 

The old meeting-house was sold to Messrs. Win- 
throp S. Baker and Rnfus P. Kingman for $122G.G0, 
who tiNik a li*»H4» of the Innd np(in which the building 
stood, a few feet nontli of whore the present building 
now stands, for tlie term of lifty years from March 21, 

1854, at the rate of one hundred dollars per year. 
The building was remodeled and used as a hall for 
public meetings until destroyed by fire Nov. 7, 1860. 

DedioatioiL — The present new and splendid edifice 
was opened to the public at two o'clock on Thursday, 
July 27, 1854. There were present from fifteen hun- 
dred to two thousand persons, and the exercises were 
in the following order : 1 , voluntary on the organ ; 2. 
chant, — " Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts ;" 3, 
invocation and reading of the Scriptures ; 4, anthem, 
— " Let all the nations fear ;" 5, prayer ; 6, hymn, — 

"To tlioo this temple we devote. 
Our Father and oar God ; 
Aocopt it thine, and seal it now. 
Thy Spirit's blest abode. 

" Jlcro may the prayer of faith ascend, 
The voice of praise arise ; 
Oh, may eaoh lowly service prove 
Aoocptod saoriflce. 

'* Hen; may the sinner learn his guilt, 
Anil weep before his Lord; 
Hero, imrdonod, ning a Raviour's love, 
And here his vows record. 



" Here may aflSietion dry the tear, 
And learn to trust In Ood, 
Convinced it is a Father smites, 
And love that guides the rod. 

" Peace be within those sacred walls, 
Pros|)erily bo here; 
Long smile upon thy people, Lord, 
And evermore be near;" 

7, Sermon by Rev. Paul Couch, text, Isaiah ii. 2-5, 
showing that the house of God is to be a central and 
controlling power in the world's reformation ; 8, hymn, 
anthem, — ** Peace be to this habitation ;** 9, dedicatory 
prayer; 10, anthem, — " Hark 1 the song of jubilee ;" 
11, closing prayer; 12, hymn and doxology by the 
congregation, — ** From all that dwell below the skies ;" 
doxology, — ^^ Praise Qod from whom all blessings 
flow ;*' 13, benediction. 

The sermon is spoken of as having been of the high- 
est order. Many a golden thought was presented to the 
people, and will be treasured by them. The singing 
also was of the most excellent kind, and entitled to 
great praise. The last hymn was sung to the tune of 
*^01d Hundred,** in which the congregation joined, 
and seldom has that tune been sung with such great 
power and in such correct time as on that occasion. 
The organ poured forth a flood of harmony from 
which no deviation could be made, and every one 
present seemed pleased with the arrangbments and 
det>jtil of the exon^iHCH. The day was pleasant and 
the attendance very large. 

Description of the Church. — Few houses are 
to be found in the country that will compare favor- 
ably with this. Its exterior is rendered attractive 
and pleasing to the eye by its beautiful propor- 
tions, which, while they present and possess unusual 
strength, are so arranged that the whole appear- 
ance is not only satisfactory, but very graceful and 
imposing. The length of the building is ninety- 
six feet, width sixty-four feet, with a spire one hun- 
dred and eighty-five feet in height, and contains one 
hundred and sixteen pews on the floor and twenty- 
eight in the gallery. It is built in the Romanesque 
style of architecture, designed by Messrs. Towle & 
Foster, of Boston ; was built by Samuel Vaughn, of 
Boston. The pews are all neatly carpeted, cushioned, 
and upholstered, both in the gallery and below. The 
gallery contains a large and beautiful organ, built by 
W. B. D. Simmons, of Cambridge Street, Boston, which 
was finished May 17, 1854. On entering the building 
wo find on the first floor a vestry of good size and a 
large room, carpeted and well furnished, for the use of 
the Ladies' Association connected with the society. 
In the rear of these rooms are two convenient and 
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well-arraiigod tenements, which are rented. Ascend- 
ing from the main entrance on either side stairs of 
verj easj grade we find ourselves in the vestibule, 
from which wo enter the auditory or ascend to tho 
galleries. The interior effect is exceedingly fine. 
The spacious floor, well-arranged pews (all uniform 
and somewhat richly upholntered), the ample gal- 
leries (not projecting from the sides with huge over- 
shadowing effect, but rather relieving the height and 
presenting a corresponding finish), the chaste and 
elegant pulpit, fincly-frescocd walls and ceiling arc in 
perfect harmony with each other and their design 
and uses, and beautifully wrought without glaring 
effect. Upon the west end of the building, on the 
ceiling to tho left of the pulpit, is the following 
inscription : " Ye shall keep my Sabbaths and rever- 
ence my sanctuary. I am the TiOrd." To tho right 
of the pulpit is the following: ''The Jx)rd hath 
chosen Zion. He hath desired it for his habitation.*' 
The outlay in erecting this house, including the 
organ, was about twenty-four thousand dollars. The 
first sale of pews took place on Monday following the 
dedication, at which seventy-three |h)W8 were sold for 
the sum of $22,28*2.50. The clioico- money paid 
was $17'1(>.50. Aftor the sale thorn wore forty- 
three pews remaining unsold on the floor of the 
auditory, many of which were very desirable, and 
several in the galleries, all of which were carpeted 
and furnished as below. 

The bell that belonged on the old church, when 
sold, was transferred to tho now house above do- 
scribed in June, 1854. The following legend was 
upon the same : 

'' I to the ohuroh the living call, 
And to tho graveyard luuimon all." 

This bell, after having done many years of faithful 
service, gave out but a short timo afler it was re- 
moved; for we find, Sept. 5, 1855, a new bell was 
purchased of Messrs. Henry N. Hooper & Co., of 
Boston, weighing two thousand and thirty-five 
pounds. 



CHAPTER V. 

Ministry of Rev. John Porter— -Rev. Asa Meeoh— Rev. Daniel 
Huntington — Rev. William Tlioiii|Mon— Rev. INiul Coiiuh — 
Rev. Nathaniel R. BlancharU— Rev. Kdward L. Clark— Rev. 
Henry A. Stevens — Rev. Elbridge P. MoKlroy — Rev. Henry 
L. Kelsoy — Rev. George B. Martin. 

First Congregational Church. — In nearly all 
the early New England towns the history of the 
ohuroh is a history of the town, and among the first 
things sought after was the establishment of the 



gospel ministry among them. The prayer of t]ie 
petitioners having been granted so far as to set them 
off into a separate parish, the next thing was to soe 
whom they oould get to preach to them. For this 
purpose a meeting was held Oct. 8, 1739, " to see if 
the precinct would vote to have preaching three 
months this winter season." It being voted in the 
affirmative, David Packard, John Kingman, and Abiel 
Packard were chosen a committee '* to Qeat a minis- 
ter to preach to us three montlui this winter scsun." 
And the oommitteo were alM4> rcquesttHl ** to apply to 
Mr. Porter, Mr. Howard, or Kphrim Keith,'* to supply 
the pulpit for three months. 

Monday, March 24, 1740, '* it was put to vote to 
see whether the precinct would vote to havo Mr. 
Porter preach to them three months." '^ Voted in 
affirniutive." " Samuel Kingman, David Packard, 
and Timothy Keith were chosen a committee to go 
to Mr. Porter to see whether he would suply the 
pulpet for the three months." What the result of 
their interview was with him does not appear on 
record. We judge, however, that an invitation to 
settle as a peruiaucnt preacher was more agreeable, as 
a meeting was called soon ader, on the t21st of April, 
by (lie Hiinio (umiinitt^H), ** to h(H) if (ho sd pre«:inet can 
agree to give Mr. John Porter a Gall to be an or- 
dained minister of the gospel for sd precinct ; also 
to see what Grattess the precinct will agree to give 
said Mr. Porter, for Incouragement for to Settell 
among us ; also what we can agree to pay unto Mr. 
Porter us a yearly SJilury." 

Ministry of Rkv. John Portbu. — At thb 
meeting it was " voted to Give Mr. John Porter a 
Call to be their minister ;" also, *' voted to Give him 
two hundred pounds as a Grattess for Inouragement 
to settell among us, and give him one Hundred and 
ten pounds per year, as a yearly stilary. During the 
time he shall be our minister." 

The committee appointed " to discorse witli Mr. 
Porter upon the above-mentioned premises" were 
Samuel Kingman, David Packard, Timothy Keith, 
Daniel Howard, and Samuel West. 

Aug. 4, 1740, ^* voted one Hundred pounds addi- 
tional numey as Gra(teH8, making Three Hundred 
pounds, besides an addition of five pounds per year for 
four yours, and then ten pounds per year for five years, 
and then to stand at one Hundred and Kighty pounds 
per year ; to be paid in yearly, in any passable money, 
at the lleat of silver at Twenty-Eight Shillings per 
ounce ; and so his salary to Rise and fall, as the price 
of silver Doth, During the time that he shall be our 
minister." 

Aug. 25, 1740, " voted to chnse Samuel King- 
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mnn, David Packard, and James Packard a commit- 
tee to Give Mr. Porter a Call in behalf of the pre- 
cinct ;" also voted that the 18th of September should 
be kept as a day of fasting and prayer, before the 
ordaining of Mr. John Porter. 

The call, as presented to Mr. Porter, is as follows, 
t4>gother with his acceptance of the sauie: 

"Mr. Portrr, — Since it hatli plensod Ood to favor us with 
your labors Rinongst us for soToral months past, it has been to 
our generni aooeptanco; and we hnTe unanimously agreed to 
give you a call to talco the pastoral charge of us, and hope that 
tho same God who lias made your labors so satisfactory to us 
will incline your heart to accept, convincing yon that it is 
a call from him as well as us; and, withall, we promise to 
make It our prayer to the Great God for you that ho should 
fnrnirh you with all ministerial gifls and graces for tho work 
of the ministry and edifying of tho body of Christ among us, 
and that we will ever honor and obey yon when you shall be- 
come ours in tho l^onl. Those are therefore to certify you thafc 
at a mooting legally warned the precinct did, by a full and clear 
vote, give you a call to tho ministry among us ; and for your 
further encouragement did vote 300 Pounds for a settlement; 
and for tho pursuant year, one hundred and ten pounds for 
your salary, and then to advance five pounds pr. year, four 
years, and then ten pounds pr. year, five years, and then to 
stand ynarly at one hundred and Bighty pounds per year, to bo 
)>aid in yearly, in any passable money, at the rate of silver at 
28 shillings pr. ounce ; and so your salary to rise and fall, as 
the price of silver doth, during the time you shall be our min- 
ister. 

" Dated at Bridge water, "Samuel Kingman, 

"North Precinct, "l>Avin Kkith, 

" Aug. the2r>ih, 1710. 'Mamkm Paokauh, 

" /Wcinrt Oom$niltce to give Mr. Porter a call In behalf of 
the prrrfnrt.** 

" Angwer, 

" To be communicated to tho North Precinct in Bridgewater, 

given tho 25th of Aug., 1740. 

" Brbthrbn and Fribnds, — Inasmuch as it has pleased the 
Sovereign God, who has all hearts in his hand, and can turn 
them as the rivers of water are turned, so to incline nnd Unite 
you of this PliU'.e as to give mo an invitation to settle among 
you in tho work of tho gospel ministry, though unworthy, yet, 
Apprehending it to be the call of Christ, whose I am, and whom 
I ought to serve, I accept your call, and I trust I do it with due 
and becoming reverence and cheerfulness. 

" Brethren and Friends : Further I desire to express all due 
gratitude to you for your love and respect shown me in the 
various inslancns of it, and T pray to (]o4l to continue it; and 
you yoi to maniftwt it in every regard, and as the gospel re- 
quires and acknuwlo<lge that those that preach the gospel, should 
live of Iho gospel, so 1 shall expect an handsome and honorable 
maintenauM from yon so long as I shall sojourn among you as 
your pastor. But, above all, I shall expect and request you to 
bo constant., earnest, and incessant nt the throne of grace for me, 
that G<nI would give ino grace to serve him cheerfully and faith- 
fully in the great and diffioult work I am now about to engage 
in, that so I may finish my course with joy, and, in the day of 
(^irist*s apiYcaring and kingdom, may have many of you of my 
oharge as a seal of my ministry, that so then together we may 
receive a orown of glory which shall never fade away. 

" I snbscril>e myself yours to serve in the Lord, 

"John Portbr." 



Agreeable to the above call and acceptanee, the 
Rev. Mr. Porter was ordained as pastor of the Fourth 
Church in Bridgewater, Oct. 15, 1740.* 

The following is the covenant which the ohuroh 
adopted as the basis of their union : 

" We, whose names are underwritten, the most of whom have 
been members of the first ohuroh of Christ in Bridgewater, hav- 
ing now, as wo conceive, a call from God to embody a distinct 
church by ourselves, according to gospel order, and as our par- 
ticular circumstances require, do, upon this solemn ooeasion, 
think it our duty, and therefore agree, to renew the covenant 
which our fathers mado, both with God and with one another, 
under a humbling sense of our vlolntions of past covenant 
engagements, adding hearty prayers that our past sins may be 
forgiven, and that we may have the help of the Holy Spirit to 
enable us to keep that covenant with God, wherein we solemnly 
engiigo, as follows : 1st. That we will take the Lord Jehovah to 
bo our God, by a free choice of him, and firm dependence on 
him, nnd satisfaction in him, as our chief good, renouncing all 
other interest whatever. 2d. That we will cleave to tho Holy 
Scriptures as our only rule of faith and obedience. 3d. That 
we will acknowledge our liord Jesus Christ in his threefold 
oflico, as our Prophet, Priest, and King, partioulsriy in his 
kingly government ; that all his laws and ordinances may be 
uphold by us in the purity and power of them ; that an able 
and faithful ministry be encouraged and continued among ns; 
that in all tho administrations of the house of God, wo will 
have a due regard to the power of office belonging to the min- 
istry, and tho privileges belonging to the brethren as to judg- 
ment and consent. That we will endeavor faithfully to observe 
tho rules of purity, in respect to the visible qualifications of 
those we admit to communion with us, that the table of the 
Tiord bo not polluted, — that, thoy be such as have a competent 
undnrHliindiiig of tlio mynlorios of Godliness, and of a well- 
ordorod conversation, and who, upon examination, hold forth 
rcpontnuco from dead works, and faith in our T<ord Jesus Christ. 
Wo will conpcientiously observe the rules of discipline whioh 
Christ hath prescribed, that the temple of God be not defiled ; 
will see that church censure be faithfully dispensed to snob as 
are full communicants, and to the children of the covenant. 
The adult in ohuroh relation (though not yet admitted to full 
communion), walking orderly, and waiting upon God to pre- 
pare them for tho full enjoyment of him in all his ordinance, 
shall (at their dosirn) have tho initiating seal of baptism ad- 
ministered to their children, and they themselves shall be en- 
ooumgo<l and excited to follow tho Lord in all tho ways of his 
appointment, and when they offer themselves to join with the 
church, shall be examined respecting their proficiency, under 
the means, and hold forth snob evidences of the grace of God 
as may be required to make their communion comfortable. 
4th. Wo will walk in Love one toward another, endeavoring 
to koop the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, that there 
be no schism or rent in the body of Christ. 5th. In all difficult 
cases we will apply to neighboring ministers and churches of 
Christ for oounsel. 6th. We will walk with God in our houses 
with a perfeet heart, duly attending on family worship and 
govnrnment in the faithful dischnrge of relative duties, en- 
deavoring that true religion may be propagated to posterity, 
that our God may bo our children's God after us. 7th. We will 
boar our testimony agaiuHt tho growing sins of the times and 
of this place, and it shall be our endeavor that the work of re- 
formation in all parts of it be carried on among ns. 8tb. Ai 

1 David Packard provided for the ordination, for which he 
had £20 10«. 
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we have opportunity, we will seek the good of one another, and 
■0 the good of all men, both with reipeot to spirituals end iem- 
porali. 9th. It shall be our endeaTor to stand oomplete in all 
the will of God, to oleave to the Lord and one another through 
all adversity. All this we do sinoeroly and solemnly engage in 
the sight of God, men, and angels, in a humble depondenoe of 
faith upon the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, for our aoeept- 
anoe with God, and on the power of his spirit and graoe to 
work all our works in us and for us; and, finally, to perfect all 
that eonoems us to the praise of his glory. Adopted Sept. 18th, 
1740. 



<M. Timothy Keith. 

2. David Packard. 

3. James Packard. 

4. Zauheus Pookard. 
6. Samuel WesL 

6. Abiel Packard. 

7. John Kingman. 

8. Joshua Warren. 

9. Seth Packard. 

10. Caleb PJiilU|>8. 

11. Istiao Fuller. 

12. Ztichariah Carey. 
IS. John Johnson. 



14. Nathaniel Hammond. 
16. Hannah Keith. 

16. Hannah Packard. 

17. Jemima Packard. 

18. Mercy Packard. 

19. Lydia Packard. 

20. Sarah Packard. 

21. Hebecoa Kingman. 

22. Jane Warren. 

23. Moroy Packard. 

24. Hannah Phillips. 
26. Sarah Fuller." 



Key. Mr. Porter was a man of very respectable 
taloDt, distinguished for his prudence, fidelity, exem- 
plary life, and holy conversation. The great doc- 
trines of the gospel were prominent in all his preach- 
ing ; and a crucified Redeemer was a thcmn on which 
he delighted to dwell with peculiar earnestness, in- 
terest, and satisfaction. He continued to preach to 
this society for sixty years, when, feeling weary with 
many years of se'rvice in the vineyard of the Lord, 
and feeling the infirmities of age creeping upon him, 
he called for aid to assist him in his ininistorial labors. 
To this claim the church and society readily assented, 
as appears by the following vote: April 21, 1800, 
" Voted, To chuse a committee of seven to look up 
sum suitable Person or Persons to assist Rev. Mr. 
Porter." Capt. Jesse Perkins, Deacon David Edson, 
Daniel Cary, Moses Cary, Daniel Howard, Esq., 
Deacon Eliphalct Packard, Lieut. Caleb Howard 
were chosen as said committee. This comiuitteo 
found a man in the person of Asa Meech, who 
preached to them as a candidate until, at a meeting 
held Aug. 18, 1800, ** Voted, that thursday the 
twenty-Eighth day of August be held as a day of 
Fasting and prayer for directions in settling a col- 
league with Mr. Porter, and also to apply to Mr. W. 
Rccd, and Mr. Qurney to preach on that occasion." 

Also, " Voted that the parish committee request 
Mr. Meech to supply the pulpit further." 

The publication of Rev. John Porter is *^ Evan- 
gelical Plan ; or, an Attempt to form Right Notions 
in the Minds of the Common People, and to Estab- 
lish them in the Minds of the People." Republished 
by Dr. E. Alden, of Randolph. 



Rev. John Porter was the bod of Samuel and 
Mary Porter, of Abington, Mass.; bom in 1716; 
graduated at Harvard College in 1736 ; oommenoed 
preaching as a candidate for the Fourth Church in 
Bridgewater (now the First Church of Brockton) in 
December, 1739. Soon after the incorporation of 
the North Parish he received a call to settle with 
them as pastor Aug. 25, 1740, which call he accepted, 
and was ordained Oct. 15, 1740. Mr. Porter entered 
up4)n the duti(*fl of his ofiicc with all the advantagea 
which a faithful church and alTectioiiatc society could 
aflford. Their hearts were deservedly united in him, 
and seldom has any minister of the gospel been en- 
abled to exert a more general and salutary influence 
over the people of his charge. His qualifications, 
both natural and acquired, were peculiarly respectable, 
lie wsiK taught not only of men, but orUtMl. Much 
of what was estimable in his Christian and ministerial 
character he gratefully ascribed to the labors of that 
justly celebrated and eminently useful servant of 
Christ, the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, under whoae min- 
istry of the word he received the most deep and salu- 
tary imprcHsious a little before liiA entrance u|Mm the 
duties of the sacred office. With that great and good 
man he formed an iniimale acqnnintimce, inviUnl him 
to his pulpit, and, with his beloved flock, enjoyed the 
benefit of his evangelical instructions. This circum- 
stance undoubtedly contributed to increase that lealous 
spirit of reformation by which the Rev. Mr. Porter's 
long and faithful ministry was so happily charac- 
terized. He clearly exhibited and ably defended the 
great doctrines of the gospel, and, though not fond 
of controversy, wielded the sword of the Spirit with 
uncommon skill, vigor, and success against all the 
assailants of evangelical truth. His labors among his 
people in the sanctuary and from house to house were 
greatly blessed. Mr. Porter continued to labor with 
this people until Sept. 1, 1800, when, finding the in- 
firmities of age creeping upon him, and a frame worn 
out in the service of his Master, he asked for assist- 
ance in his labors. His son-in-law. Rev. Thomas 
Crafls, and Rev. Asa Meech, then a candidate for the 
ministry, from Connecticut, came to his help, and Mr. 
Meech received a call to become a colleague pastor 
with him, which call he accepted, and was ordained 
Oct. 15, 1800. 

Rev. Mr. Porter continued to perform pastoral 
labor, preaching, occasionally, till his decease. The 
last sermon he preached was from John ix. 4 : ** I 
must work the works of him that sent me while it is 
day: the night cometh when no man can work.** 
This sermon is often s|)oken of as having been |hh:u- 
liarly and prophetically appropriate, and most tenderly 
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affcclin<; to thoao who wore listening to the laflt tnes- 
Bogc of truth and love froiu the lips of oiic wlioin 
very many regarded as a xpiritunl father y and all as 
ao affectioDste and faithfid friend. He departed 
this life March 12, 1802, iu the eighty-seveoth year 
of his age, and in the sixty-second year of his minis- 
try. His sickness was of tlirco weeks' duration, 
which commenced about one week after the delivery 
of the above-named discourse. His wife, with whom 
he had so long and so happily lived for more than 
one- half a century, died about four months previous 
to his death. This circumstance seemed to render 
his death more welcome to him than otherwise. She 
was a woman of very exemplary habits, and a dc- 
voUhI mother in rHrtiol. His funonil was attended by 
Rev. Zedekiah Sanger, D.D., of Bridgcwatcr, Mass. 
His remains lie buried in the graveyard near the resi- 
dence of the late William Tribou, at Campcllu. On 
the gravestone may be found the following inscrip- 
tion : " They that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament ; and tlicy that turn many to 
rightiM>usncss, as the stars ftirover and ever." To the 
virtn(*8 of lU^v. Mr. Portor^s privaU^ life, and the use- 
fulness of his ministerial qualifications and labors, the 
affection and respect with which he was viewed by 
his family and acquaintances, the love and veneration 
of the large and respectable religious society with 
which he so long lived in harmony and labored with 
BuccoKSjthe nutnner in wliicli his services were accepted 
in other socicitii^s where he occasionally preached, and 
the histing reputation he maintained in the church, 
are the most unequivocal and honorable testimonies. 
To the influence of this good man, more than any 
other thing, is the community indebted for the love 
of order, industry, economy, enterprise, and religious 
character of many of the descendants of that society. 
His influence had very much to do with formaticm of 
the character of the early inhabitants of the town of 
North Bridgewater, now Brockton. 

Ministry of Rev. Asa Meeoh. — Sept. 1, 1800, 
" V<»ted to give Rev. Asa Meech a call.** Also, 
" VuU^<] to choose a (Minnnitti'o of stwen to R(!port a 
plan for the sc^.ttlenirnt of Mr. M(H!ch, which con- 
sistefl of the i'ollowing porHons: Capt. Je.«<se i^erkins, 
Matthew Kingman, Deacon E. Packard, Capt. Abel 
Kingman, Capt. William French, Ichabod Howard, 
Lieut. Caleb Howard/' who subsequently reported a 
plan as follows, namely : ** That he be our minister 
until two thirds of the legal voters of the parish are 
dissalihiied with him, and then to be dismissed by 
giving him a year's notice. Also he having the same 
privilege to leave the people when he thinks pn)per, 
he giving them a year's notice." Also, ** that the 



Said parish pay him four Hundred Dollars for the 
first five years ; and after the expiration of the five 
first years. Three Hundred and thirty- four dollars a 
year, so long as he continues our minister.'* The 
above Report was accepted, and it was '' Voted the 
above committee present Mr. A. Meech with the call 
of the parish to the work of the ministry," which is 
as follows : 

" To Mr, Aaa Meeeh, Candidate /or the Saered minittrjff now 

rteiding in tkit plaoe, 

"Sir, — Whereas oar aged and beloTed pastor has requested 
the settlement of an assiiitant with him in the work of the 
Snored Ministry. And as we are very desirous of a oontinu- 
ance of tbu regular Administration of Gospel ordinances among 
us — And having oxperirnoe of your good abilities as n Qospol 
iVoiutlior iind sikiIi good ovidnuuo of your gocMl mural oharnctor 
as gives us great satisfaction, Therefore wo, tho members of the 
fdurth church and congregation of the Christian Society in 
JSridgewatcr, do hereby invite you, with a Solemn call, to Settle 
with .us as a colleague pastor with the Rev. John Porter. That 
you may bo more particularly informed of the doings of tho 
PariKh in this, a committee, consisting of the following-named 
gentlemen, viz.: Captain Jesse Porkins, Matthew Kingman, 
Lieut. Caleb Howard, Doa. E. Packard, Cnpt. Abel Kingman, 
Capt. Wui. French, Ichabo<l Howard, will wait on you with tho 
vole of Llio pariKli respecting the oiiooura;(omcnt they offer yuu, 
as nn inducement to Settle with us in tho Sacred Ministry, and 
give you such other inlormation as you may desire. Tour 
answer is requested as soon as may be consistent with a fall de- 
liberation on so solemn and such an important subject. 

"Damikl Cary, Parish CUrk, 

"Tho North Church in Rridgowator mot this day [Sept. 20, 
I80UJ, and proceeded to hoar tho annwor of ilev. Asa Moooh. 

" RninoKWATKR, Sept. 2.3, 1800. 
" To the fourth church and contjregntion of the Chrittinn JSoeiet^ 

in Bridgewater, 

** Whereas you have given me an invitation and Solemn call 
to settle with you in the Gospel Ministry as a Colleague Pastor 
with the Rev. John Porter, Having looked to God by prayer 
for his most gracious direction, and having consulted my friends 
and fathers in the ministry. And after mature deliberation on 
tho SubjocI, f truMt and htipo that a door is tipened in divine 
providence for my usofulncKS in thi8 phioo. This is therefore 
to manifest my acceptance of your call, and my willingness to 
bo employed in performing the important olBoo and duties of 
the Christian ministry among you so long as God shall open the 
way by harmonising our minds, and give me grace, wisdom, 
and strength. And while I commit nil to the great hoa<l of tho 
(/'liureli may Gnuie, mciey, and poitoo Iks multiplied to ns aban- 
dantly from God our father and the Ixird Jchus Christ. 

"Aha MKKmt." 

Sept. 29, 1800, *» Voted that the ordination of 
Kev. Asa Meeoh be on the fiflecnth day of October 
next.*' 

At this meeting a committee of three were chosen 
to make provision for the council, namely, Capt. 
Jesse Perkins, i^aniel Oury,and Capt. Howard Cary, 
who were provided for by Mr. Daniel Cary, at an 
expense of $U)5.58. 

Mr. Meech was ordained Sb a ci>ll('u«!ue pastor with 
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Mr. Porter, Oct. 15, 1800, and oootinaed to preach 
till the death of Mr. Porter, which took place March 
12, 1802, ID the eightj-seveoth year of his age and 
sixty-Hccond of liiH iiiiiiiHtry. He coiitiiiiiod liis luhore 
after the death of Mr. Porter until, early in 1811, 
he was requested to resign, and was dbmissed by an 
ecclesiastical council for that purpose. His farewell 
sermon was preached Dec. 1, 1811. 

His ordination sermon was preached by Rev. Lem- 
uel Tyler, A.M., pastor of the First Church in Preston, 
Mass., from text, Titus i. 9 : " Holding fnst the faith- 
i\il word, as ho huth been taught, that ho may bo 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to oon- 
yince the gainsayers," which was a very able dis- 
course upon the necessity of gospel ministrations, the 
quaIi6cations of ministers, or what gospel ministers 
should do to promote, and must do to secure, peace 
and promote good order in the church ; also oi\ the 
doctrine of election, justification, and revelation, and 
the divinity of the Holy Qhost. He then goes on, 
giving a short exhortation to the pastor, and then to 
the people. Both of the above sermons were printed 
and circulated. 

liev. Asa Mcech was son of TliuuiaH Mecch, born 
in Boston, April 20, 17*75. He was not a collego- 
educated man, but in 1807 received an honorary 
degree from Brown University. He was approved 
as a candidate for the ministry by the New Ixtndon 
County Association, in May, 1799, was ordained at 
North Bridgewater, Oct. 15, 1800, and dismissed in 
1811 ; from thence he removed to Canterbury, Conn., 
and was installed Oct. 28, 1812, where he remained 
till the spring of 1822, preaching his furewoll ser- 
mon May 5th. Here his ministry was not only use- 
ful in increasing the number of the church, but by 
establishing its faith and order. Towards the close 
of his pastorate, however, a feeling of personal oppo- 
sition arose which rendered his removal expedient. 
He emigrated to Canada, where he purcluiHed a farm 
near Hull, and employed himself thenceforth in its 
cultivation, preaching at times, as opportunity was 
offered. He died Feb. 22, 1849, at the age seventy- 
four. He had published three sermons, one of which 
was that on leaving Canterbury. 

He married (first) Mary DeWitt, of Norwich, 
April 29, 1802 ; (second) Maria DeWitt, November, 
1809; (third) Margaret Dockstader, Nov. 7, 1822, 
and had by the three wives twenty-one children, 
many of whom now reside in Canada. 

Publications of Rev. Asa Meech : 

Ordination Sermon, delivered by Rev. Lemuel 
Tyler, A.M., Out 15, 1800. Colleague pastor with 
Rev. John Porter. 



Oration by Rev. Asa Meech, delivered in North 
Bridgewater, July 4, 1805, in oommemoratioD of the 
Anniversary of American Independence. 

Valedictory Sermon. By lUtv. Ana MtHHsh, A.M., 
Dca 1, 1811. Preached at the North Church, in 
Bridgewater. 

Ministry or Riv. Danibl Huntinoton. — For 
a third time this society were called to settle a pastor. 
Their next minbter was Rey. Danid Huntington, 
who came from New London, Conn., to North 
Bridgewater early in the spring of 1812, and, al\er 
preaching a few weeks, received a unaninious call to 
become their pastor. The following are some of the 
votes which were passed at the legal meetings of the 
society : 

At a meeting held Dec. 23, 1811, it was 'Woted 
that thursday the 19th day of Deoeniber be kept a 
Day of fasting and prayer for Divine Direction to a 
parson to settle with us — in the work of the minis- 
try, and that the parish committee apply to Dr John 
Reed, Rev Mr Strong, and Rev Mr Sheldon to assist, 
and that the committee provide for them." 

March 23, 1812, " Vo(4h1 (o cIkniso a (^^immilUMs 
of Seven men (o procure a candidate or imiididattM 
t4) supply the pulpit, and made choitH) of (lideon 
Howard lilsq, Howard Cary Esq, Dea Ichabod How* 
ard, Abel Kingman Esq, Dea David Edfton, Caleb 
Howard Esq, and Capt Zachariah Gumey." 

A meeting was held July 13, 1812, ** To see if the 
Parish are united in Mr Daniel Huntington as a 
preacher of the Qospell,'* it was " voted unanimously 
in favor of Mr Daniel Huntington," **and to use 
moans to procure him to supply the pulpit pre|mra- 
tory to a settlement.*' " Voted that the Committee 
already chosen to perform that Duty use their dis- 
cretion either to apply personally or by letter." 

Aug. 17, 1812, '* Voted to Join with the church 
to give Mr. Huntington a Call to settle with us in 
the work of the Sacred Ministry ;" also ** vottnl to 
offer him Seven Hundred Dollars as settlement and 
Seven Hundred dollars as an annual salary, or Seven 
Hundred and fifty Dollars, to be paid annually so 
long as he remain our minister." Capt. Jesse Per- 
kins, Deacon David Edson, Deacon Ichabod Howard, 
Caleb Howard, Esq., Howard Cary, Esq., Joseph 
Silvester, Esq., Abel Kingman, Eisq., were chosen a 
committee to wait upon Mr. Huntiugt^iu and make 
him the above offer, which was in the following 
words : 

** To Mr, Daniel Huntington, Candidate for the Sacred Min- 

''8iu,— WbercM tlio Orato hoad of tlio Cliuruh in hit wim 
and Uiglit«oat Providcuoo lioi lOon 0t that thii oharob buU 
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Society should be Dostituto of n pnntor, wo ure dosiroiiii to hAve 
tlie ro^^nlnr iwlministmiion of gonpol onlinniices rcmlorod to \w, 
and having had so inaoh Experience of your good abilities as 
a gospel preacher, am induced to hope that your labors may be 
blest among us. We, therefore, members of the fourth church 
and congri^ation in ISridgowator, do hereby give yon solemn 
call to settle with us, and take upon yon the sacred office of 
pastor according to the regular mode practised in our churches. 
That you may be more ])articu1ar1y informed of the doings of 
the parish, a comniitteo consisting of the following gontlomon, 
rix. : Capt. Joksc Perkins, l>cn. David Kilson, ]>cii. IclialMMl 
Howard, Caleb Howard, K9q., Howard Cary, Ksq., Joseph Syl- 
vester, Esq., Abel Kingman, Esq., will wait upon you with the 
votes of the parish relative to the encouragement they offer 
you as an inducement to settle with us in the sacred ministry, 
and give you such other information as yon may desire. Your 
answer is roqunste<l an soim as may ho consistent willi a full 
delilM^rati«>n «hi im» so1«Miin and iiuportaut a Kul>ji«ot. 

"Signed by order nud in lutlmlf of said PariKli. 

" MosKS OAiir, Moilerntnr, 
" Jrwk Pkrkins, Piirhh Clrrk, 

" BRiiN^BWATBn, Aug. 17, 1812." 

A UMWer. 

" To the mrinhrrn nf ihr fonrlh (Jhnrrh itiut Soviet y hi liiuhje- 
water : 

"Sept. M, 1812. 

"IlRwrnuRif AND FuiKNiis: Having bikon into serious nnd 
prayerful consideration the invitation Which you have given 
me to settle among you in tho Gospel ministry, together with 
the offer which aocompuntcs it, viewing almost unanimous ex- 
pression of your wish and tho pecuniary provision which evinces 
its sincerity, as indicative of tlie will of our divine Master, who 
in his providenci^ has hnuiglit us to;;etlinr, I have tlioiigltt. it 
my duty lo aoccdu to your pro|H>r<al, luni hold iiiysotr in readi- 
ness to take U|>on mo the sacred offices of your pastor according 
to the regular order of church whenever it shall please the grcnt 
head of the church by the laying on of hands by the Presby- 
tery to put me in trust with tho Qospcl. With Kogard to choice 
of compensation which was left mo by your note, I would in- 
form you that the first offer, vis. : Seven Hundred as a settle- 
ment, and Seven Hundred as an annual salary is preferred and 
accepted. 

" Yet before the question of my settlement among you is fully 
concluded, suffer mo to present to you a few requests, Which I 
believe it cannot Ih) incompalibic with your interest to gnvnl, 
and, Fu-»t, Tt is my wish that for tho words * until it is needful 
to procure another minister in his room,' which is anncxe<l as 
a limitation to your offer of a salary, the following may be sub- 
stituted : ' During his ministry among us,' as the latter expres- 
sion, it is thought will more safely guard against future 
misunderstanding. Nrrood. I have to request, for the same pur- 
pose, that my letter addressed through the hands of Silas Pack- 
ard, Esq., to the Church and Society, on subjects connected with 
my propos(«l sottlomcnt, nmy l)e put on rrconl, that 1 may not 
be excluded from the society of my friends and relatives, who 
reside at some distance, nor be debarred such recreations as is 
necessary to health. I must request the privilege of exemption 
from parochial duty for three weeks annually. Shall these 
requests be granted ? 

"llrethren and Friends, T shall cheerfully give myself to the 
work of tho ministry among you, confldently hoping that you 
will receive me in brotherly love, and constjiutly exercise 
towards mo that christian tenderness and mndor, for which 
delicacy and res|)onsibility of my situation will so loudly call 
above all, trusting that y6u will not cease to supplicate the God 
87 



of all grace and consolation that he would bless our connection 
and make it a source of our mutual and everlasting joy. 
" Your Brother and Servant in Christ, 

"Danibl Humtimgton." 

North Parish, Sept. 14, 1812. "Voted that the 
ordination be on tho last Wednesday in October. 
Accordingly the Council met on the Twenty-Eighth 
Day of October, consisting of Rev. Zcdckiali Sanger, 
J). J)., of South Bridgcwater ; llcv. John Ilecd, D.D., 
of West Bridgewater; Rey. James Flint, D.D., of 
East Bridgewater; Rev. Daniel Thomas, of Abing- 
ton ; Rev. Jacob Norton, of Weymouth ; Rev. 
Thomas T. Richmond, of Stoughton ; Rev. Luther 
iSlu'ldoii, D.D., of EiiHton ; Rov. Jonathan Strong, 
D.I)., of Randolph; Rev. Edward D. Oriffin, D.D., 
of Boston ; Rev. Joshua Huntington, of Boston ; 
Rev. Abel McEwcn, of New London, Conn. ; to- 
gether with their delegates," and he was duly io- 
stailcd OS pastor of the " Fourth Church in Bridge- 
wator.*' Rev. Mr. McEwon preached tho sermon 
from the text, Neheiuiidi vi. 8 : "I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down; why should tho 
work cease whilst I leave it, and come down to you ?" 
Rev. Dr. Griffin offered the ordaining prayer. Rev. 
Dr. Sanger gave the charge. Rev. Mr. Uuntiugton, 
of Boston, a brother of the pastor-elect, then pastor 
of the Old South Church in Boston, cxtetided the 
right liiiiul of foliowship. 

Of the success of Rev. D. Huntington's labors 
among this church and society, we may say that, at 
the time of his settlement, the parish was just recov- 
eiing from the effects of an unhappy divbion. This 
recovery, of course, was gradual ; and the first three 
years may be considered as occupied in wearing out 
the prejudices and jealousies thus excited, so that 
the ordinary means of grace could be profitably used. 
During this p<!riod of time the ways of Zion mourned. 
In 1812 but one was received into the church on pro- 
fession, and one in 1818; in 1814, three; in 1815, 
one ; and then came one of 6od*s times to favor Zion. 
In 181H seventy eight were added to the church (a 
full and interesting account of this revival was pub- 
lished by Rev. Mr. Huntington in the Boston Re- 
cordevy June 10, 1817), and in 1817 ten more were 
added as the fruits of the same harvest. During the 
whole time he remained with this people, a period of 
twenty-one years, there were received into the church 
two hundred and fifly-three members; previous to 
1820 there were one hundred and six members ad- 
mitted. The years 1830, 1831, and 1832 were dis- 
tinguished by an unusual interest in this church and 
neighboring churches. During those years eighty-six 
were added. 
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As a conscquoiico of too froqnoiit services in his 
own and neighboring churches the health of the 
pastor gradually failed, and he was obliged to resign 
his pastoral labors, which he did by a letter, which 
was read to the congregation by Rev. Dr. Hitchoook, 
of Randolph, March 10, 1833, and calling a meeting 
on the 19th of the same month to act upon the request 
Agreeably to the notification the church met, and 
Eliphalet Kingman chosen to preside. Afler prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Huntington, the subject of the request 
of the pastor was considered, and alYer careful inquiry 
concerning the necessity of the measure proposed, it 
was '* voted, unanimously, that although we most sin- 
cerely regret the necessity of the Measure proposed, 
yet we feel constrained by a sense of Duty to our 
pastor, and to the cause which both he and we profess 
to love, to comply with his rc(|ucst;'* also made choice 
of Deacon Silvanus French, Dr. Nathan Perry, and 
Heman Packard a committee to represent the church 
before the council, which consisted of Rev. Luther 
Sheldon, D.D., First Church in Easton; Rev. Richard 
S. Storrs, First Church in Braintree ; Rev. Melano- 
thon 0. Wheeler, First Church in Abington ; Rev. 
Calvin Hitchcock, First Church in Randolph. 

This council convened at the house of the pastor, 
March 27, 1833, Rev. R. S. Storrs moderator, Rev. 
Calvin Hitchcock scribe. Afterward adjourned to 
Col. Edward Southworth's hall, where a communica- 
tion was read, presented From the church and society, 
in which it was declared that it was with great reluct- 
ance they consented to his dismission, and as an ex- 
pression for the pastor*s ill health, ^* Voted that he be 
requested to accept of a liberal donation." 

The council, aAer mature deliberation, voted *' that 
in view of all the circumstances of the case before 
them they are constrained, with much reluctance, to 
express iheir concurrence with the parties in reference 
to the dinmishion of Rev. Daniel Huntingtoh, and do 
consider his pastoral and ministerial Relation as regu- 
larly dissolved according to Ecclesiastical order," and 
state that, — 

** The providence of God, that has so clearly indicated this 
result, is deeply mysterious. When we reflect on the un- 
interrupted harmony of fueling, and the entire cordiality 
of the intercourse and co-operation of the pastor and the flock 
for more than twenty yearn, and add ti> this the fa<*i of a con- 
stantly stren^^thening nttachmonf, down lo the present time, 
and also the remembriinco of the unusual amount of b)osi*ing 
with which the relation now dissolved has been attended, we 
are constrained to pause in silent wonder, and then exclaim, 
' Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in thy Fight.' In pro- 
nouncing the relation dissolved, we feel we are but declaring 
the will of Heaven; and most deeply do wo synipnthtse wiih 
EMch of the parties in this mutual trial. To the dearly beloved 
brother, with whom we have so long walked to the house of 
Qod in company, and so often taken sweet council, we give a 



{Ntrting hand, with emoiious that eiuiiiot be uttered. We know 

hiiu, — we luve hiui; we sball nevwr forgot hliu nor hialiiib, nor 

hii torrows, nor bia Joys, nor bis paternal synpaihlas, nor bis 

rich suooest in the eftose of the Ileiloeuiur } and moat afltjotion- 

aiely do we eommend biiu as a failtbfal brother, and able luin- 

ister of the new teatameat, a strenuous defendnr of the Ikltli 

onoe dellTored to the Saints, and an indefatigable laborer in the 

vineyard of the Lord. Onr prayers will go up to God without 

ceasing, that he may be fully restored to the services of the 

Sanctuary, and beoome the Spiritnal fkther and guide of other 

hundreds in some other portions of our Zion ; and that he may 

long live, and everywhere enjoy tho saiue hallow««l euufldence, 

and full esteem of his brethren, which have been Inspired by 

his uniform course of oonduct, in the sphere of action from 

which he now departs in obedienoe to the eall of lleaven. The 

brethren of the church and the members of this society will ao- 

oept the assurance of strong sympathy and unimpaired affeotion 

on the part of this council. There is no root of bitterness that 

has sprung up in an evil hour; it is uo diminution of your love; 

it is no spirit of envy or coveloiisness that has brought yon into 

your present stiile of trial. Tho band of tlie Almighty aUliots 

you ; ami will you not say, shall we receive good at the hand of 

tho Lord, and shall wo not rueeivo evil? Wo know, beloved 

brethren, that hearts are ready to break, and that you sorrow 

most of all, lest you should see ihe face of your beloved |«astor 

no more. But while we cannot chide your tears, nor wonder 

that you are ready to inquire. Why, Lord? we are bound 

to say to you, fear not. The same God who gave you the 

treasure iu which you have so long rejoiood still livee, and 

listons to the sighs and prayers of his people; go to him, and 

ho will HUHUiiu and direct and bluMi you still. Tho frientbi of 

your pastor will be your friouds; his brothrou will bo your 

brethren ; his Qod will be your God. L|ve in Love, eherish 

unity of spirit, and preserve it ever in the bonds of peace. As 

your sorrows arc mutual, so shall be your consolations. As 

your day is, your strength shall be. And hereafter, when the 

Son of man shall appear in the clouds of heaven, may you, 

with your beloved uutl faithful piistor, and your children of 

many generations, stand before him, and hoar from his li|is the 

blusaiiig, * Well done, good and faithful servant; entor ye into 

the joy of your Lord.' 

** llionARO S. Stobrs, Moderator, 

** OALViir HrroHCooK, Seribe, 
** A true copy : 

'MIrman Paokam), CUrh," 

Rev. Mr. Huntington was afterwards settled for 
several years over the 8outh (^mgn^tional Church 
and Society at Campello. 

Rev. Daniel Huntington removed to New London, 
Conn., and engaged in teaching a private school of 
young ladies, preaching only occasionally, where he 
remained till called to settle at Campello, Mass., Jan. 
1, 1840. 

MinistryofRbv. William Thompson. — Again, 
after the lapse of twenty-one years, is this society 
called upon to fill a vacancy in their pulpit, caused 
hy the dismission of Rev. D. Huntington. March 
19, 1833, *' Voted to choose a committee of five to 
supply with preaching,*' and Darius Littlefield, Fle- 
man Packard, Capt. Jeremiah Deals, Lieut. Ephraim 
Cole, and Deacon Sylvan us French were chosen said 
committee. 
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June 13, 18H3. At n meeting of tlio parish, held 
this dn}', " Voted to give llev. Willinni Thoin|>8on a 
call to settle with them as their pastor." Mr. Thomp- 
son, however, wishing for time to consider the mat- 
ter, gave his decision July 2tth, accepting the invi- 
tation of the society, and they ** voted to have the 
ordination Sept. 18, 1833." (Afterwards changed to 
the 17 th.) 

Accordingly, an ecclesiastical council was hold at 
the house of Silas Packard, Esq., September 17th, 
at nine o'clock a.m., for the purpose of ordaining Mr. 
Thompson, which consisted of the following : 

llev. Joel H. Lindsey, of Park Street Church, 
Boston; Zachariah Ourney, delegate. 

liev. Calvin IJitchcock, D.D., West Randolph; 
Ezekiel French, delegate. 

Rev. David Brigham, East Randolph ; Ezra 
Thayer, delegate. 

Rev. Baalis Sanford, Union Church, East and West 
Bridgewater ; Samuel Rider, delegate. 

Rev. Ehenczer Gay, Trinitarian Church, Bridge- 
water ; Isaac Fobes, delegiite. 

Rev. Luther Sheldon, Easton ; Giles Randall, del- 
egate. 

Rev. John Codman, Dorchester ; Deacon Charles 
Howe, delegate. 

Rev. Daniel Huntington, New London, Conn, 
(fonnor pastiir). 

The council proceeded to examine the papers as 
laid before them, and receiving testimonials of Mr. 
Thompson*s church -standing and theological studies, 
with his approbation to preach the gospel, and ex- 
amining him as to his views and acquaintance with 
experimental religion, and becoming fully satisfied 
with them, it was ** voted unanimously to proceed to 
ordain him." 

The following was the order of exercises : 

], volunl4iry, by the choir; 2, anthem; 3, intro- 
ductory prayer, by Rev. Ebenezer Gay, of Bridge- 
water ; 4, hymn, — ** There is a stream, whoso gentle 
flow ;" 5, Rcrnion, by Rev. Joel H. Lindsey, of Park 
Street Church, Binitim, text, 2 Cor. ii. 1(5, ** And 
who is sufficient for these things?" G, ordaining 
prayer, by Rev. Calvin Hitchcock, D.D., of Randolph; 
7, hymn, tune " Old Hundred,"— 

"Qreai Lord of nngels, we adore 

The grace thai builds thy ooarts below; 
And through ten thoupand sons of light, 
8to|is to regard what mortals do. 

" Aiuidft tho wastes of liino and death, 
SnccoiiHive imstors tliuu dost raise, 
Thy charge to keep, thy house to guide, 
And form a people for thy praise. 



"At length, dismissed from feeble elay, 
Thy servants join th' angelio band ; 
With them, through distant worlds they fly; 
With them before thy presence stand. 

" Oh, glorions hope I oh, blest employ I 
8wcct lenitive of grief nnd care! 
When shall we reach those radiant ooarts, 
And all their joy and honor share? 

"Yet while these labors we pursne, 

Thus distint from thy heavenly throne, 
Qive us a seal and love like theirs. 
And half their heaven shall here be known." 

8, charge to pastor, by Rev. Daniel Huntington ; 9, 
right hand of fellowship, by Rev. Baalis Sanford, of 
East Bridgewater; 10, address to the church and 
society, by Rev. Daniel Huntington; 11, anthem, — 
** Let us, with the joyful mind ;" 12, concluding 
prayer, by Rev. David Brigham, of East Randolph ; 
13, dozology, — ** Praise Ood, from whom all blessings 
flow ;" 14, benediction, by the pastor. 

The day was unusually pleasant, and the exercises 
very interesting and satisfactory to all present. 

Mr. Thompson continued with this people bat a 
short time, owing to a pressing call from a new theo- 
logical seminary at East Windsor, Conn., which he 
received in September, 1834, and which, af\er one 
refusal and another urgent call, he was led to accept, 
and where he now labors as '' Professor of Biblical 
Literature," at East Windsor, Conn. The council 
CJillcd lor advice in relation to the request of Rev. 
Mr. Thompson for dismission, convened at the house 
of Silas Packard, Esq., Sept. 4, 1834, and consisted 
of the following persons: 

Those chosen by the pastor were, — 

Rev. John Codman, D.D., of Dorchester; Rev. 
Daniel Dana, D.D., of Newburyport, Mass.; Roy. 
George W. Blagden, D.D,^ of Salem Street Church, 
Boston ; Rev. lillisha Fisk, of Wrentham, Mass. ; 
Rev. Lyman Matthews, of Braintree. 

Those appointed by the church and society were as 
follows : 

Rev. Warren Fay, J).!)., of Charlcstown, Masa. ; 
Rev. S. Oile, of Mihoii ; Rev. Jacob Ido, of Med way, 
Mass.; Rev. SylvcNter Holmes, of New Bedford, 
Mass. ; Rev. Ernst us Maltby, of Taunton, Mass. 

The claims of the seminary were strongly urged by 
Rev. Dr. Tyler, president of the institution, in behalf 
of the truhtecs, and the claims of the society and 
church were represented by Rev. Calvin Hitchcock, 
D.I)., of Randolph, in a very able manner. Tho 
council, afler considerable discussion and delibera- 
tion, " voted that the relation between Rev. Wil- 
liam Thompson and the Church be dissolved." The 
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Booiety held a meeting Sept. 5, 1834, and " yotod to 
acoept of the report of the Oouncil/' which is as fol- 
lows: 

"Tho romorat of seiUod paatori from their charges endangen 
In a high degree Ihe hest interetU of the ohurohee, and ii not 
to be enoonraged ezoept where ciroumstances seem clearly and 
Imperiously to demand it. Such circumstances in the present 
Interesting state of the world, when so mnoh is doing for the 
oanso of Christ, must he ex))octed to occur. And when thoy do, 
are to l>e met with a spirit of expanded benovolonoo, both by 
churches and their pastors. Rspecially should this he the case 
when the Theological Seminaries of our land call upon us for 
those who, by talent, experience, acquisitions, and, more than 
all, by practical piety, are needed to instruct those who are to 
be under shepherds of the flocks of the Redeemer. In yield- 
ing up their pastors to such claims, when clearly and affection- 
ately presented, the churches emphatically give, and have given, 
to them again in full measure, pressed down and running 
over. 

*' When other pastors sent forth by the instrumentality of him 
who was once their own, becoming willing and efficient work- 
men in many parts of the Lord's vineyard, such is the call now 
made upon this beloved church by one of these institutions, 
and the council would affectionately suggest that in considering 
this call it is important that the church should contemplate the 
relations to the vital interests of the whole of Zion sustained by 
such seminaries, and refloct also upon the fact that tis they are 
dependent in a great measure on snoli institutions for faithful 
workmen, who shall go forth and reap tliu harvest of the world 
now white for their entrance, it becomes them to cherish toward 
them no common interest, but to be ready to sustain them by 
their most esmest endeavors. Especially should this be the case 
when it is remembered that the instructors in these seminaries, 
since they are to teach those who are to be future pastors, should 
be previously taught themselves in the field of practical labor, 
and must therefore generally oome from our churches. Im- 
pressed with such sentiments, this council do advise this church 
to acquiesce in the late decision of their beloved pastor, and 
resign him to what he believes to be the call of the grout lloitd 
of the church. 

** Some of the council desire It to be stated that they have 
oome to this decision without deciding on the merits of 
the Theological Institute of Connecticut, hut solely on the 
ground of Mr. Thompson's strong conviction of duty, and 
would express thoir opinion that but for such a conviction now 
publicly and dearly expressed, he might still bu more useful 
in this present sphere of labor. The oouncil recommend tliut 
the adoption of this result should be understood by the church 
and society as dissolving the connection between them and 
their beloved pastor; and in announcing this result they 
wish to express their strong sympathy in the self-denial the 
contemplated separation must cost them, and to assure them of 
their fervent pniyors in their behalf. To this po<»|ilo it luny bo 
difficult to resign a pastor to whom their attachuiont is so 
strong, and in whom confldonco is so entire. This trial seems 
to be aggravatcii by dissolving this happy relatiun so soon after 
it had been formed. All this the oouncil most deeply fool, yet 
we confide in Guil to sustain and guide you in iliis day of your 
affliction. And here our confidence in your future course and 
prospects is greatly strengthened by a recollection of your una- 
nimity in the changes through which you have passed, while 
we commend you to the great Ilead of the church, we fer- 
vently pray that yon may remain of one mind, and soon be 
perfectly united in another pastor, who shall guide you and 



year ehUdren to that rest where the pain of separation ihall be 

known no more. 

''John OonuAit, Moderator, 
** BiiAartii MAi.nr, SeHbo. 
** A tme oopy of the orlflnal resalL 

" BBAarOt M ALTBT, Soribo. 

Ministry of Rbv. Paul Couch. — At a meeting 
of the society held July 20, 1835, it was *' voted to 
unite with the Church in giving Rey. Paul Couch a 
Cull to settle with us in the ministry, not oiio dis- 
senting vote." Also, " Voted that we offer the Boy. 
Mr. Couch an annual Salary of Seven Hundred and 
fifty dollars, and also a Gift of One Hundred and 
fifty dollars." 

August 9th. ** Chose a committee of five to con- 
fer with Mr. Couch and agree upon a council. Oapt. 
Jeremiah Deals, Eliphalet Kingman, Bscf., Jesse Per- 
kins, Esq., Nahum Perkins, and Deacon Sylvuuus 
French were selected for that purpose, who agreed 
upon the following persons : 

Rev. Ebeneser Oay, Trinitarian Church, Bridge- 
water; Cornelius Hohncs, delegate. 

Rev. Daalis Sanford, Union Church, East and 
West Bridge water ; Deacon John Soule, dcKsgatc. 

Rev. James W. Ward, First Church in Abington ; 
Ricluuxl Villi ng, delegate. 

Rev. Calvin Hitchcock, West Randolph ; Eiekiel 
French, delegate. 

Rev. David Brigham, East Randolph ; Thaddeus 
French, delegate. 

Rev. Erastus Maltby, Trinitarian, Taunton ; Oeorge 
B. Atwood, delegate. 

Rev. John Codman, Second Congregational Cliurch, 
Dorchester ; Deacon Charles Howe, delicto. 

Rev. David Sanford, Dorchester. 

Rev. Samuel Oile, D.D., Milton. 

Rev. Jonas Perkins, D.D., Bniintree. 

Rev. Daniel Huntington, New Jiondon, Conn, 
(former ])aHtor). 

Rev. Luther Sheldon, D.D., Firat Church, Easton; 
Caleb Pratt, delegate. 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 1835, being the day agreed 
upon for his installation. Col. Nathan Jones, Capt. 
Jeremiah Beals, and Jesse Perkins were chosen a 
connnittoe to make urruugcnionts for that day. 

The following was the order of exercises : 

1 , voluntary, by the choir ; 2, anthem, by Haydn, — 
" Wake the Song of Jubilee ;" 3, introductory prayer, 
by Rev. Erastus Maltby; 4, original hymn, by their 
former pastor, Rev. D. Huntington ; 

** Herald of onr Saviour God, 

Welooine, welcome, in hit name 1 
Sound his wondroun grace abroad ; 
All his boundlees love proclaim. 
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** SitiiiorM roiiow4i(l — \mi — doflloil, 
Slmll ibo joyful nowt receive : 
Cloaniied, restored, nnd reconciled, 
Bless his holy nam0| and Uve. 

" To ench bruised and bleeding heart, 
Gilead's healing balm apply ; 
Hope to trembling souls impart; 
• AVipo the loar from sorrow's oyo. 

" Through Rmannors favored land, 
Sound the trump of Jubllcol 
Bid the prison -<1oors expand ; 

Hail the ransomed onptiTes free ;** 

5, sermoD, by Rev. Joliii Codrann, D.D. ; 6, oonsc- 
cmtiiig prayer, by Rov. Jonas Pcrkiiw, D.D. ; 7, 
original byiuii, by Rev. D. lluiitiiigtun : 

" Asoondotl Kaviour, l.li»o wn praise, 

For all thy truth ami kindnons shown, 
Accept the honors that wo raise, 
And smile upon us from thy throne. 

"Yea, from that glorious throne come down ; 
Here with thy church vouchsafe to stay. 
And let thy constant presence crown 
The joys of this auspicious day I 

"Still let our faith expect and prove 
Th* oxhaustloss bounty of thy hand ; 
And while we tnsto thy richest love. 
Our heart with gratitude expand. 

" A double portion of thy grace 
On this thy messenger bestow ; 
And 'neath the shining of thy face, 
liOt his with heavenly lustre glow. 

"Grant him those numVous souls to boar. 
Ah trophios of his faitliful lovo, — 
Boals of his high ooiumission hero, — 
Gems in his crown of joy above. 

" Then to thy great and holy name, 

Pastor and floolc, through endless days, 
Thy truth and mercy shall proclaim, 
In rapt'rous songs of grateful praise." 

8, charge to the pastor, by Rev. Samuel Qile, of 
Milton ; 9, riglit hand of fellowship, by Rev. Baalls 
Sanford; 10, address to the church and society, by 
Rev. Calvin Elitchcock; 11, anthem, by Mozart, — 
'* Hallelujah, Amen;**^ 12, concluding prayer, by 
Rev. EbencKcr Qay; 13, benediction, by Rev. Paul 
Couch. 

Rev. Mr. Couch continued to preach the gospel 
to this people in all its simplicity, and with marked 
ability, freedom, and candor, — such as had its desired 
effect upon the community in which he moved, — till 
May 8, 1859, when he asked to be relieved from his 
pastoral labors, which request was granted July 1, 
1859, and the estimation in which hu was held by his 



1 The music on that occasion was conducted by Thomas J. 
Gurnoy, and was of the highest order, and the other exercises 
were highly gratifying to a large and attentive audience. 



}>ooplc may bo soon in the following resolutions, which 
were passed by the church at a meeting held on that 
day: 

" Reiolvedf That while in view of the oironmstanoes set forth 
by our pastor in his oommunication as the reasons whioh, in his 
opinion, render it expedient that he go away, and whioh have 
induced him to request his release from his pastoral charge over 
this church and society and people, we have at a previons 
meeting, reluctantly recorded our assent to his request And 
wo estoom it a duty which we owe to ourselves, and to him, lo 
say that in taking this step we defer to his Judgment, and con- 
sult his express wishes, and are not led to it by any difaffeetion 
on our part. 

" We still appreciate those traits in his character whioh, mani- 
fest od smong us, won for him our afleotion and regard, and we 
will vhoerfiilly bear testimony, unitedly, to that high montal 
culture, that maturity of judgment, that sincerity, eamestnoM, 
and foarlossnoss, in declaring from tho pulpit the counsels of 
Go<l ; that ready sympathy with the afflicted and sorrowful 
among his people, and that love and known consistency of hit 
daily life with his office as minister of Christ, which have con- 
strained us always to esteem with respect and reverence his 
teachings, and to submit with love and confidence to his gnid- 
ance ; and when in the prospect of a speedy separation all these 
things are vividly brought to mind ooncerning our beloved pas- 
tor, it is not without painful misgivings that we consent to tho 
sundering of those tics which, for the period of twenty-four 
years, bound him to this church and people. 

" lietolvedf If such separation takes place, we tender our 
pastor assurances of our wishes and our prayers for his welfare, 
wherever he may l>e called to latwr, and express the hope that 
his labors here may prove to him as he goes, and to os who 
remain, not only a present memory, but, by the graoe of God, 
a moans and a ploilgo of a happy reunion of church and pastor 
in a bettor world." 

With a view to tho dismission of Mr. Couoh, an 
ecclesiastical council was called for the purpose of 
hearing and acting upon the request of their pastor 
for a dissolution of his connection with the church 
and society, which meeting was held July 19, 1859« 
The council was as follows : 

Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., of Braintreo ; Elisha 
French, delegate. 

Rev. Jonas Perkins, D.D., of Braintreo ; Levi W. 
Ilobart, delegate. 

Rev. Charles W. Wood, of Campello ; Josiah W. 
Kingman, delegate. 

Rov. Ezckiel Russell, D.D., of East Randolph; 
John Adams, delegate. 

Aflcr hearing the statement of the pastor request- 
ing his dismission, and the statements of the church 
and society, who very reluctantly yielded their assent, 
the council voted : 

" That in view of all the circumstances, the strong eonvio- 
tions and preference of the pastor, and the assent, though re- 
luntiint, of tho church and society, it is ex|>odient that tho 
ministerial and piistoral rolation of tho Rev. Paul Oouoh to tho 
First Church and Society in North Bridgowater be dissolved, 
tho dissolution, to take elToct, or the relation to terminate, the 
first day of August, 1859. 
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" In ooming to thii rMuIt the oounoil oannot withhold iho 
•xprouion of their deep regret that a oonneotion thai has m 
long existed, been so auspicious to both pastor and people, 
sealed by effusions of the Sternal Spirit, cemented by mutuni 
alTeotion and esteem, and so productive of penuanent good to 
the eause of tmth and the honor of Christ in the world, should 
be thus sundered. Deeming themselves Ineompetent to Judge 
of the validity of all the reasons for the course pursued, and 
tmsting much to the sound discretion and judgment of the 
parties themselves, this council still, in view of all the circum- 
stances, seem constrained to acquiesce in what seems to be the 
leadings of Providouee. This cuunoil deeply regret the separa- 
tion from one whose urbanity, large experience, and Christian 
kindness and wisdom have ever done so much to enlighten and 
cheer ministerial intercourse In oil its connections. They 
therefore commend the Rev. Paul Couch to the churches of 
Christ, as one rich in ministerial experience, able, gifted, faith- 
ful, and beloved, with no blemish on either his Christian or 
ministerial reputation. This council also commend this dear 
church for the saeHfice they have made for the cause of truth, 
and the prosperity of the kingdom of Christ in this pinco. 
They commend them for the affection and kindness they have 
shown to their pastor, their deference to his wishes, their pro- 
vision for his wants. They would urge them also to a settle- 
ment of the gospel ministry among themselves as soon as cir- 
eumstances will allow it, and to a perseverance in the cause 
hitherto pursued. 

** They, finally, deeply sympathise with them in their separa- 
tion from a pastor that has been so long and so Justly respected 
and beloved, and oouimond thorn in their disappointment to the 
oare of the Shepherd of Isnvel. 

" UiCDAnD S. Storrs, Moderator. 
" BsKKiSL RussKLL, SeHbe. 
" A true oopy of the doings of the council. 

** B. Russell, Seribe, 

"North Brid«bwatsr, July 19, 1859." 

Rev. Mr. Coach preached his farewell discourse 
July 31, 1859. 

On Monday evening; following a large number of 
the society and friends came together in the vesti- 
bule of the church for the purpose of presenting him 
and his family tokens of their regard to them. A 
gold watch and one hundred dollars in money were 
presented to Mr. Couch, a silver goblet and a set of 
spoons to Mrs. Couch, and a splendid guitar to their 
daughter, Miss Harriet E. Couch, who had sung in 
their choir for many years. 

From North Bridge water, Rev. Mr. Couch re- 
moved to North Cambridge, Mass., where he received 
an invitation to preach. Here also the people had 
taken possession of the house he was to occupy by 
stocking it well with a year's supply of provisions. 

Rev. Paul Couch was born in Newburyport, 
June 21, 1803; attended the public schools of his 
native town till the age of sixteen years, attending 
one year in a private academy ; entered the Fresh- 
man class in Dartmouth College, N. [I., 1820; grad- 
uated in 1823 ; studied three years in the Theologicid 
Seminary at Andovcr, Mass. ; commenced preaching 
ID the fall of 1826 ; first ordained at West Newbury, 



Mass., in March, 1827; married Hiss TTarrietto 
Tyler, of Oriswold, Conn., Blay 28, 1827 ; settled at 
Bethlehem, Conn., in 1829 ; left there in 1834, and was 
iiiBtallod in North Bridgewatcr in Oulober, 1835, and 
dismissed at hb own request, after a service of twenty- 
four years, in 1859. Sinoe that time he has been 
preaching in North Cambridge oue year, and in vari- 
ous places, and now, in 18G5, has been preaching at 
Stonington, Conn., for upwards of a year. They have 
had seven children, five of whom are now living, — 
the oldest son living in Brooklyn, N. Y, ; second son 
is in Victoria, Vancouver's Island ; third is in the 
Eighteenth Regiment of Connecticut Volunteers; 
fourth was a graduate of Harvard College in 1864 ; 
his daughter is married, and resides in Jewctt City, 
Conn. 

Publications of Rev. Paul Couch : 

Two sermons, preached Dec. 23, 1849. Published 
by Damrell & Moore, Boston, 1849. 

Temperance sermons on different occasions. 

Sermon preached at the funeral of Rev. Daniel 
Thomas, former pastor of the Second Congregational 
Church in Abington, on Friday, Jan. 8, 1847. Pub- 
lished by T. R. Marvin, 1847. 

Sermon preached in the First Congregational 
Church of Stonington, Conn., Aug. 6, 1863, on na- 
tional thanksgiving. 

MiNisTUY OF Rev. Natuanikl B. Blanohard. 
— Immediately after the dismission of Rev. Mr. 
Couch, an invitation was given to Rev. N. B. Blanch- 
ard, a native of Abington, Mass., who had been 
preaching for three years at Plymouth, to supply 
their pulpit for one year, commeiioing the first Sab- 
bath in August, 1859. AfVer this term had expired 
they had become so attached to him as a preacher, 
and finding him to be a man of ability, he received a 
call June 12, 1861, to settle with them as their 
pastor; which call he accepted Aug. 4, 1861, and 
was installed Sept. 18, 1861. The council consisted 
of Rev. T. Stowe, of New Bedford ; Rev. Henry B. 
Hooker, D.D., of Boston ; Rev. Jonas Perkins, D.D., 
of Braintree ; Rev. H. D. Walker, of Abington ; 
Rev. Charles L. Mills, of the Porter Church in North 
Bridgewatcr; and Rev. Stephen G. Dotld, of Kaist 
Randolph ; Rev. James P. Terry, of South Wey- 
mouth. 

After the business meeting and examination of the 
papers of the pastor-elect, the council proceeded to 
the services of installation, commencing at one and a 
half o'clock P.M., with the following order of exer- 
cises : 1 , volunt4iry ; 2, reading of the Scriptures 
and prayer, by Rev. Mr. Stowe; 3, hymn; 4, ser- 
mon, by Rev. Dr. Hooker, D.D. ; 5, installing prayer, 
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by Rev. Joiins PcrkiiiR, D.D. ; 6, antliem ; 7. charge 
to the pnstor, by Rev. U. D. Walker ; 8, right hand 
of fellowship, by Rev. Charles L. Mills ; 9, charge 
to the people, by Rev. 8. O. Dodd ; 10, prayer, by 
R. J. P. Terry; 11, hymn; 12, benediction by the 
pastor. 

The sermon on this occasion is said to have been 
an able and interesting exposition of the relations 
of the gos{)el of ChriHt to the human conscience, and 
the other services wore of an interesting nature. Mr. 
Blanchard continued his labors of love to this people 
until the month of August, 1862, when, his health 
failing, he relinquished his labors for a season to 
travel, that he might recover. He was on his way to 
Plymouth, N. I!., stopping at Oonconi, N. 11., becanio 
worse, and there died, Aug. 7, 1862. His remains 
were brought to his church, where funeral services 
were attended by Rev. H. D. Walker, of East Abing- 
ton, August 9th ; and aflerwards hi.s body was taken 
to l^idgartown for burial. 

At a meeting of the church, held soon after the 
funeral, the following resolutions were passed, ex- 
pressive of their feelings at his decease : 

" Wrkrkak, Almighty God, by hit insorntable Providenoe, 
baa removed from us oar beloved pastor, Rev. Nathaniel D. 
Blanchard, by death, — 

" Hetolved, That we are deeply sensible of the great loss we 
have siu>tniiicd by being deprived of his instructivei faithful, 
i^arnoHl, anil xiMilouM uiiiiiMlnilioiiH; that wo rouoivtid him as a 
mnii aflor Omrs own heart; that wo lovo<i him ns onr pastor 
and our friend; and wu would honor his memory as that of one 
endeared to us by the most holy ns^ooiations. 

" Henoloed, That in all the civil and social relations, while ho 
sustained the dignity of his profession and sacred office, Mr. 
B., by the grace and urbanity of bis demeanor, won the respect 
and aflfectionate regard of all the members of the community in 
which he moved. 

" Jiesolvedf That we heartily sympathiio with his family in 
this the sad hour of their bereavement. 

" Jie»ohe<f, That the foregoing resolutions be published in 
the North Uridtjewater Ottzetit^ and also that a copy of the same 
bo sent to the widow of the docoasod. 

'MIbnry Howard, Clerk." 

Rev. Nathaniel Bailey Blanchard was born in Ab- 
ington, Mass., July 16, 1827. In 1848 he became a 
member of the Congregational Church in East Ab- 
ington ; in 1853 graduated at Amherst College ; in 
1855 he couipleted his theological course at Bangor, 
Me. ; July 15, 1856, he was ordained to the Christian 
ministry of Kdgartown, Mass. While at this place 
he was married. He became a pastor of the Pilgrim 
Church in Plymouth, Mass., where he remained three 
years. On Sept. J8, 1861, he was installed as pastor 
of the First Congregational Church in North Bridge- 
water. While preaching at that place his health 
failed him, and he became unable to perform the ser- 



vices incumbent upon a pastor. He started on a 
journey for his health, and, on his way to Plymouth, 
N. H., stopping at Concord, grew worse, and died 
Aug, 7, 1862, aged thirty-five years. He was a man 
universally loved and respected wherever he went, 
and from his youth was a thoughtful boy, with high 
aims and noble purposes, faithful in all the minor 
duties, and true in all the social and fraternal rela- 
tions. He made the most of his opportunities, enter- 
ing with a heart full of zeal and love upon his work* 
— his joy of preaching Christ. Sincerity, kindness, 
and the constraining love of Christ shone forth in all 
his walk. 

Ministry of Rev. Edward L. Clark. — After 
the decease of Rev. Mr. Blanchard, the pulpit was 
supplied by various ministers, among whom was Mr. 
Clark. At a meeting of the First Congregational 
Church, held April 11, 1863, it was unanimously 
voted to give Mr. Edward L. Clark a call to become 
their pastor; which call he accepted, and was installed 
Sept. 22, 18G3. 

The following churches were invited to the installa- 
tion of Rev. Mr. Clark, viz. : 

Porter Evangelical Church, Brockton : Rev. Sam- 
uel H. Lee, pastor ; David Howard, delegate. 

South Congregational Church, Oampello: Rev. 
Charles W. Wood, pastor ; Qeorge Sawyer, delegate. 

Trinit4irian Church of Bridgewater : Rev. E. 
Douglas, pastor. 

Union Church of Kast Bridgewater: Rev. N. H. 
Broughton, pastor ; Galen R. Richards, delegate. 

First Church of Stoughton : Ebenezer Drake, dele- 
gate. 

First Church of Randolph: Ebenezer Alden, 
M.D., delegate. 

Second Church of Randolph : Rev. S. G. Dodd, 
pastor ; Deacon T. W. Whiting, delegate. 

Winthrop Church of Holbrook: Rev. Esekiel 
Russell, pastor ; Deacon Moses French, delegate. 

First Church of Abington: Rev. Frederick R. 
Abbe, pastor ; Deacon John A. King, delegate. 

Second Church of Abington : William P. Cottrell, 
delegate. 

Third Church of Abington: Rev. Horace D. 
Walker, pastor; Jjevi Reed, delegate. 

Second Church of Weymouth : Rev. J. P. Terry, 
pastor ; William Dyer, delegate. 

Union Church of Weymouth : Rev. S. H. Hayes, 
pastor ; Benjamin Ells, delegate. 

South Church of Braintrce : Rev. L. R. Eastman, 
pastor ; Paul Wild, delegate. 

First Church of Braintree : Deacon Elias Hayward, 
delegate. 
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Harvard Congregational Church of Brookline: 
Rev. J. Lewis Diman, pastor; Deacon John N. 
Turner, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Somorvillo : Rev. 
David Temple Packard, pastor ; Deacon Jesse Lovett, 
delegate. 

Park Street Church of Boston : Rev. Andrew L. 
Stone, pastor ; Martin L. Keith, delegate. 

Second Church of Dorchester: Rev. James H. 
Means, pastor ; Stephen Wales, delegate. 

The following ministers were present by special 
invitation : 

Rev. Paul Couch, of Jewett City, Conn. 

Rev. Luther Sheldon, D.D., of Easton, Mass. 

Rev. Ebeneier Oay, of Bridgewater, Mass. 

Rev. Jonas Perkins, of Braintree, Mass. 

Rev. David Brigham, of Fall River, Mass. 

Afler a careful examination of the papers that had 
passed between Mr. Clark and the church and so- 
ciety, and finding them satisfactory, the council pro- 
ceeded to examine the candidate, closely interro- 
gating him in regard to his religious experience, and 
becoming fully satisfied, ''voted to proceed to the 
services of installation," which were in the following 
order ; 

1, introductory prayer, by Rev. Charles W. Wood, 
of Campello ; 2, reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. 
Ebeneser Douglas, Bridgewater; 3, singing 518th 
hymn of the Psalmist ; 4, sermon. Rev. A. L. Stone, 
of Park Street Church, Boston ; 5, anthem, by the 
choir; 6, installing prayer, by Rev. Jonas Porkin.s, 
D.D., of Braintree ; 7, charge to the pastor, by Rev. 
J. Lewis Diman, of Brookline, Mass. ; 8, right hand 
of fellowship, by Rev. Samuel H. Lee, of the Porter 
Cliurch ; 9, address to the people, by Rev. Paul 
Couch, of Jewett City, Conn, (their former pastor); 
10, concluding prayer, by Rev. D. Temple Packard, 
of Somerville, Mass.; 11, singing 117th Psalm; 12, 
benediction, by the pastor. 

Rev. Edward L. Clark was born in Nashua, N. H., 
Feb. 3, 1838 ; fitted for collie at Phillips Academy, 
Andover, Mass.; graduated at Brown University, 
Providence, R. I., 1858; spent one year traveling 
through Egypt, Palestine, and other ancient places 
in the Holy Land ; studied theology at Andover 
Theological Seminary ; graduated 1862 ; was or- 
dained as chaplain of the Twclilh Regiment Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, with whom he remained one 
year ; afterwards settled as pastor of the First Con- 
gregational Church in North Bridgewater, Sept. 22, 
1863. 

Mr. Clark continued to preach to this people with 
faithfulness and fidelity for nearly three years, when 



his impaired health caused him to send to the church 
and society the following letter of resignation ; 

"KoRTn Brimbwatbr, Jane 17, 186S. 
" Tq iJU Firtt CfoiigregatwHai Okmrch, 

" Dbar BarrHKBif,— Believing Uiai the proTidenoe of Ood 
hM indicated by my health thai the time hae eome for me to 
resign the care of the tooiety, I deiire you to unite with mo 
in calling a council during the Unt week in July to adf ise in 
ihie matter. 

" With the meet ferrent prayer for your oontinued proeperity, 

I remain your affeetionate paator, 

"Bdward L.Clark." 

The council called to dbroiss tlie Rev. Edward L. 
Clark were as follows : 

South Congregational Church of Campello: Rev. 
Charles W. Wood, pastor; Joeiah W. Kingman, dele- 
gate. 

Porter Evangelical Church of Brockton : Rev. J. 
y. Hilton, pastor; Abel W. Kingman, M.I)., dele- 
gate. 

Third Church of Abington : Rev. Horace D. Walker, 
pastor; Zenas Holbrook, delegate. 

First Church of Randolph : Rev. J. C. Larrabee, 
pastor; Ebenczer Aldcn, M.D., delegate. 

First Church of Abington : John Newton Noyes, 
delegate. 

Sccdhd Church of Abingi4>n: iluv. II. L. Inwards, 
pastor ; Dean Spencer Vining, delegate. 

Rev. Jonas Perkins, of Braintree, Mass. 

Afler a careful examination of the position of pastor 
and people, the council came to the following resolu- 
tion : 

" While the Cuunoil doom it ailviAdilo tliat the couuoclion 
which hai to happily inbiiitted between the partiei who ealled 
ui ihould be disfolved, they come to tliii ooncluiion with len- 
timenti of deep regret. It appean that the lerf ioei of the 
Pastor, both in tho pulpit and in every other department of 
Paatoral duty, have been increasingly satisfying to the people 
of his charge from the beginning, and that to many of them he 
has beoome especially beloved by reason of the success with 
which, during the latter part of his ministry, the Holy Spirit 
has attended his preaching. The council reoommend him to 
the fellowship of the churches, and tender him their devout 
wishes that his health may be restored, and that he may be per- 
mitted for many years to labor socoeesfully in the Lord's Vine- 
yard. Also sympathising with this beloved church and people, 
the council commend them to the Divine Shepherd that he pre- 
serve thoir unity and peace, and in due timo give them a Pastor 
after his own heart. 

"Jonas Pbrkimb, Modtratwr, 

" 11. L. KnWAiiiw, Serihe. 

"North Ukiimjuwatkii, July 2, 18(10." 

The church was now without a pastor, and the Rev. 
James Wilson Ward, Jr., was engaged to supply the 
pulpit for one year, from Dec. 9, 1866, at a salary 
of fourteen hundred dollars per year. Mr. Ward 
preached to this {K)oplc during tho term aliove iiauiod, 
and became much endeared to them, and on the 6th 
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of December, 1867, it was voted by the parish to 
extend a call to him to become their pastor, which 
W2I8 declined. 

On the 5th of December the following resolutions 
were placed on record as a token of the r^ard in 
which he was held bj them as a preacher, viz. : 

*' netolve<tf That llev. J»nic8 W. Ward, Jr., who has niled 
the office of paittor to this oharoh for the past year, has shown 
hiiimelfa man ofsuiiorior abilitj, ardont piotj, and unqnostion- 
able Christian character, and worthy of the unlimitod confl- 
dence and regard of this church, and we sincerely regret and 
deplore the necessity of a separation." 

Various preachers were heard during the year, and 
on the 3d of January, 1868, the society extended a 
call t-o llov. Kdnon Rn^o.rR, who had supprKMJ the 
pulpit for four Sabbaths, to become their pnstor. 
This call was declined, and afler hearing other candi- 
dates the church and society united in giving a call 
to Rev. Henry A. Stevens. 

Ministry of Rev. Henrt A. Stevens. — Mr. 
Stevens was called to settle with them as their pastor, 
with a Hulary of two thousand dollars, which was ac- 
C(!ptcd, May 14, 1868, and Deacon John W. King- 
man, Jonas R. Perkins, Esq., and John T. Burke 
were chosen a committee on the part of the church, 
and Edward South worth, Jr., Deacon Joel T. Pack- 
ard, and Samuel McLaughlin were chosen on the 
part (if llio S(M!ioty, {jo make arrangtMucnts for a 
council. 

A mutual council was held June 24, 1808, the 
following churches having been invited to participate 
in the installation services on that occasion, viz. * 

Old South Church of Boston: Rev. J. M. Man- 
ning, D.D., pastor ; F. D. Allen, delegate. 

First Trinitarian Congregational Church of Med- 
ford: Rev. J. T. McCollom, pastor; Deacon Samuel 
Train, delegate. 

Old South Church of Reading, Mass.: Ambrose 
Kingman, delegate. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater, Mass. : 
Rev. Horace D. Walker, pastor ; Deacon George W. 
Holmes, delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
Daniel Reed, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello : Rev. 
Charles W. Wood, pastor ; Adelbcrt F. Keith, dele- 
gate. 

Porter Evangelical Church of Brockton : Deacon 
Simeon Packard, delegate. 

Waquoit Congregational Church of Falmouth, 
Mass. : Rev. David Brigham, acting pastor. 

Winlhrop Church of HolbnM>k, Mass.: Rev. Ekc- 
kicl Russell, pastor ; E. E. Holbrook, delegate. 



First Church of Randolph, Mass.: Rev. J. C. 
Larrabee, pastor ; Ebeneser Alden, M.D., delegate. 

Also present by invitation : 

Rev. Jonas Perkins, of Braintree. 

Rev. Ebeneser Gay, of Bridgewater. 

Rev. Baalis Sanford, of East Bridgewater. 

The usual proceedings of councils in the examina- 
tion of the candidate, the call, etc., having been con- 
cluded, they were deemed highly satisfactory, and the 
following programme for the services of installatioii 
was made, viz. : 

1, reading of Scriptures and prayer, Rev. J. C. 
Larrabee ; 2, sermon. Rev. J. M. Manning, D.D. ; 
3, installing prayer. Rev. David Brigham ; 4, charge 
to the pastor. Rev. Horace D. Walker; 5, right 
hand of fellowship. Rev. Charles W. Wood ; 6, ad- 
dress to the people. Rev. J. T. MoCollom ; 7, con- 
cluding prayer. Rev. Jonas Perkins ; 8, benediction 
by the pastor. 

Charles W. Wood, moderator ; J. C. Larrabee, scribe. 

March 13, 1874. Previous to this date the church 
had l>ecn called the " First Congregational Church, 
North Bridgewater.** At a meeting held this day it 
was voted to petition for a change of name to 
" Brockton." 

The committee of the church calling a council were 
J. T. Packard, Joseph Smith, F. B. Gardner, April 
27, 1874. 

May 8, 1874. A meeting of the council was held 
in the vestry to advise about the dismission of Rev. 
H. A. Stevens. 

The following churches were invited and repre- 
sented, viz. : 

Stoughton: Rev. Thomas Wilson, pastor; Deacon 
E. Drake, delegate. 

Porter Evangelical Church : Rev. R. G. 8. 
McNeille, pastor ; Deacon Simeon Packard, delegate. 

South Church, Campello : Rev. C. W. Wood, dele- 
gate. 

First Church, Abington: Rev. 8. E. Freeman, 
pastor ; Deacon J. A. King, delegate. 

Central, Bridgewater : Rev. 11. D. Walker, pastor ; 
A. M. Hay ward, delegate. 

Church in Randolph : Rev. John C. Larrabee, pas- 
tor ; Deacon Joseph Graham, delegate. 

Rev. C. W. Wood, moderator ; R. G. S. MoNeillOi 
scribe. 

Afler the usual hearing before councils on both 
sides, they retired, and reported their decision as 
follows : 

" Urmtlpcd, That WO nooodo t« tlio requont of Uov. II. A. 
Ktovonn Tor disiniesioD from tlio pustonUo of the First Congro- 
giitional Churoh." 
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Rev. C. W. Wood, Rov. R. G. S. McNeille, and 
Rev. H. D. Walker were requested to put in form the 
result of the oounoil, as follows : 

" In ooming to thii oonolailon (to wit, adviiing the diimii- 
•ion of Dro. Staveni) we desire to expreei our deep regret at 
the neoeisitj which exiiti for dissolTing the relation with the 
Fint Obarch in Broelcton. We reoognixe hie paatorate •■ having 
been eminently Baooeesfal, and are happy to Icnow of the high 
reepeot and deep affection felt towards him on the part of the 
oharch and parish, as has been expressed by their representa- 
tives in their behalf. We ootnmond Uro. Stevens to the 
chnrches of Christ as an eminently faithful, earnest, and suc- 
cessful minister of the Qospel, and trust Providence may pre- 
pare for him in the future even a larger field fur successful 
ministration. We are compelled to express our regret that bis 
health has been put in jeopardy by parochial work outside of 
his parish, and while we commend his large-hearted kindness 
and sympathy in ministering to the sick and afflicted, we recog- 
nise the labor which has exhausted his strength has been largely 
in behalf of those who are not attendants upon church, nor re- 
spectors of God's ordinances, lie has been at unce a pastor to 
his large church and a missionary without compensation to this 
town, and on the part of ourselves, his associates in labor, of 
our neighboring churches, we regret exceedingly that so kind a 
friend and faithful co-worker should feel obliged to remove 
from our neighborhood. 

" Wosyinpathixu with the cliuroh in the loss of onoso docply 
endeared to their hearts, and trust that Providence will enable 
them spoodily to unito in the choice of another husbandman of 
Christ who shall successfully enter inlu liis labors. 

** CnARLBS W. Wood, Moderator, 

" R. O. 8. MoNiiLLB, SoHU," 

Various ministers were heard afler the pulpit be- 
came vacant for over one year. On the 17th of 
March, 1875, a call was extended to Rev. F. A. War- 
field, then of Greenfield, Mass., to become their piistor, 
with a salary of three thousand five hundred dollars 
yearly. To this invitation to settle Mr. Warfield 
returned a negative reply. 

Ministry of Rev. Elbridob P. MoElroy. — 
July 23, 1875, the parish voted to unite with the 
church in extending a call to Rev. Eibridge P. Mc- 
Elroy to become their pastor. This call was accepted, 
and Mr. McElroy was installed on the 15th day of 
October, 1875, by a mutual council met for that pur- 
pose. The following churches composed the council, 
vis.: 

Porter Evangelical Church of Brockton : Rev. R. 
S. G. McNeille, pastor; Henry W. Robinson, dele- 
gate. 

First Church of Randolph: Rev. J. C. Lurrabee, 
pastor. 

Second Congregational Church of South Wey- 
mouth: Rev. George F. Stanton, pastor; Deacon 
Jason Holbrook, delegate. 

Central Square Congregational Church of Bridge- 
water : Rev. Horace D. Walker, pastor ; H. D. San- 
ford, delegate. 



First Congregational Church of Stonghton : Rev. 
Thomas Wilson, pastor; Deaoon Nathaniel Gray, 
delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Abington : Rov. 
George E. Freeman, pastor ; Deaoon H. A. Noyea, 
delegate. 

Union Church of Weymouth and Braintree : Rev. 
L. H. Frary, pastor ; Josiah Perkins, delegate. 

Evangelical Church of Brighton : Rev. Henry A. 
Stevens, pastor ; George S. Conner, delegate. 

Winthop Congr^rational Church of Holbrook : 
Deacon Newton White, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello: Rev. 
L. S. Woodsworth, pastor ; Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., 
delegate. 

Village Church of Dorchester: Rev. Philander 
Thurston, pastor; T. F. Clary, delc^te. 

Congregational Church of East Weymouth : Dea- 
con Edwin Floward, delegate ; and Rev. David Brig- 
ham and Rev. Baalis Sanford. 

The council met agreeable to the call, and the 
usual examination of the pastor, and the council 
finding everything satisfactory, thu foUowing order of 
exerciMcs were agreed upon, vis. : 1, reading of the 
doings of the council by the scribe; 2, invocation, 
by Rev. Philander Thurston ; 3, anthem, — *' And 
many people shall go and say ;" 4, Scripture lesson, 
by Rev. L. S. Woodworth ; 5, hymn 985, sung by 
congregation ; 6, prayer of installation, by Rev. 
David Brigham ; 7, fellowship of the churches, by 
Rev. R. S. G. McNeille; 8, anthem,— *' Great and 
marvelous ;'' 9, charge to the pastor, by Rev. H. D. 
Walker; 10, address to the people, Rev. Henry A. 
Stevens; 11, hymn 1151, by the choir; 12, con- 
cluding prayer, by Rev. George F. Stanton ; 13, dox- 
ology, by the congregation ; 14, benediction, by the 
pastor. 

J. C. Larrubec, moderator; George E. Freeman, 
scribe. 

Mr. McElroy preached to this church for two 
years, till Oct. 7, 1877, at which time he sent his 
resignation to the church and society, to take effect 
December 31st following. The estimation in which 
he was held by the people of his charge, both in 
church and society, may be best seen in the following 
testimonials : 

*' At a meeting of the First Church, held Oct. 18, 1877, it wm 
voted tu accept the resignation of Rer. K. P. McKlruy. 

" In ucoeptiug thu resignation of our Pastor, the Rev. B. P. 
MoBlroj, we desire to place on record our appreciation of hit 
consistent and persistent labors of the past two years to ativanoe 
tho spiritual interests uf this churuh. Wo also reoogniso in liia 
earnest endeavors to interest the children and direct their steps 
to the Saviour in tho spirit of the Master, and in all his labors 
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for iho op|irGWO(l nnil tlio fiilleii wo foci that lio hn» followod 
elosoly in the footsteps of the Master, and wherever he may be 
called to labor, we pledge him our sympathies and oar prayers. 

" F. B. OarDNRR, Clerk," 

Nov. 5, 1877. At a inectiDg of the First Congre- 
gational Parish in Brockton, hold this day, the fol- 
lowing appears on record : 

"Our beloved Pastor, Rev. Klbridgo P. MoRlroy, having 
tendered his resignation, and the ramo having been accepted 
by the Parish, 

" Rfolvd, That while we unwillingly acknowledge the neces- 
sity, and reluctantly admit the expediency of dissolving this 
connection, this parish recognises with pleasure the indefatigable 
industry and sealous activity of Mr. McElroy in every move- 
ment for promoting the morality and well-boinp; of this com- 
miinily, and that it oiitnrlaiiis uiillmitod conndoni'.o in hii> in- 
tegrity and pure Ohristian eharaotor. 

** Re»olredf That Mr. McRlroy has boon an ciirnost and oflli- 
ciont preacher of the truths of the Gospel, and will bo followed 
wherever Providence may lend him with grateful interest, and 
our hearts' desire that he may And a wido, congenial field, 
where be may eqjoy the fruits of his labors, and the unalloyed 
satisfaction of reaping the harvest of a successful ministry. 

"Jonas R. Perkins, 
"William A. Sanpord, 
"FuANrifl 11. (lAiinNKn, 

" Committee." 

Pursuant to letters missive from the First Congre- 
gational Church, Brockton, an ecclesiastical council 
convened in the vestry of the church December Slst, 
at two and a half o*clock p.m. 

The council wtiH cnnipoHcul of the f(»11owiiig 
churches represented by pnstore and delcgatcH, viz. : 

Central Square Church, Uridgewatcr: Ilcv. 11. D. 
Walker, pastor ; Zebulon Pratt, delegate. 

First Church, Abington : lie v. George E. Free- 
man, pastor; Philip Trnfant, delegate. 

South Congregational Church, Campello: Rev. L. 
S. Woodworth, pastor; N. H. Wnshburn, delegate. 

Porter Kvangolictil Church : George C. Cary, dele- 
gate. 

First Church, Randolph : Rev. J. C. Larabee, 
pastor; John Wales, delegate. 

H. D. Walker was chosen moderator, and J. C. 
liarralwc, scribe. 

Adcr iho let tern of ri^Hignation and rcconimonda- 
tion were read the council retired, and 

" Voiedf to advise the dissolution of the Pastoral Relation 
existing between the Rev. R. P. McElroy and the First Church 
and 8o<^iety in Drockton. Tn coming to this conclusion wo 
yield rrluotnntly to the prcwuro of circumstiinces and exceed- 
ingly regret the necessity for a separation so shortly after the 
anion of pastor and people was formed. We very heartily com- 
mend our llro. McKlroy to thn churches of oiir order as ono pos- 
somin;; miiiiy oxi*olloiit4|nalincations for the work of (ho ministry. 
Weheiicvohis ptiHlimito in llrocltton hiiff bcon marked by groat 
earneNtness, rnlhuHiasm, and solf-denying efTorUi, warm Nym- 
pathiejt, and fiilclity in proachiii)^ Iho (loHpol of .lesiis (Hirist. 
The Resolutions on the records of both church and parish show 



such a high estimate of Bro. McElroy in every relation that oar 
sorrow at the separation is mingled with wonder that there 
should be the necessity which both parties seem to feel. We 
sympathise the more deeply with both, and oommend Bro. 
McElroy to our churches as a minister worthy of all regard. 
We express, also, our hope that this church and people may 
soon have in his place one who will as faithfully, earnestly, and 
to their acoeptanoe fulfill here his ministry. 

" II. D. Walker, Moderator, 
"J. C. Larradbr, Scribe,** 

The church did not remain long without a pastor, 
as^we find by the following record : 

Feb. 19, 1878. ** Voted, that the parish unite with 
the church in extending a call to Rev. H. L. Kelsey 
to become their Pastor." 

To this call an uflirmativc reply was made to tho 
church, dated llollis, N. H., March 7, 1878, and a 
council was invited to install Mr. Kelsey on the 3d 
day of April, 1878. 

Pursuant to letters missive from the First Congre- 
gational Church of Brockton, convening an ecclesias- 
tical council to review their proceedings in calling the 
Rev. H. L. Kelsey to become their pastor, tho coun- 
cil convened at the First Congregational Church, 
April 3, 1878, at 10.15 a.m. 

Rev. H. D. Walker chosen moderator, and Rev. 
John Herbert, of Stoughton, scribe. 

Rev. H. D. Walker, pastor; C. D. Copeland, dele- 
gate, Hridgewattir. 

Rev. John Herbert, pastor; Ebcnezcr Drake, dele- 
gate, Stoughton. 

Rev. L. S. Woodworth, pastor; George Sawyer, 
delegate, Campello. 

Rev. Qeorge F. Stanton, pastor; Norton Pratt, 
delegate. South Weymouth. 

Rev. J. C. Larrabee, pastor ; Warren Belcher, dele- 
gate, Randolph. 

Rev. George E. Freeman, pastor ; Elijah Faunoe, 
delegate, Abington. 

Rev. D. W. Richardson, pastor; Stephen Harlow, 
delegate. East Bridgewater. 

Simeon Packard, delegate. Porter Church, Brock- 
ton. 

Rev. Reuen Thomas, Ph.D., pastor; Martin King- 
man, delegate. Brook line. 

Afler the usual examination and the statements of 
Mr. Kelsey, the council retired, and voted tho same 
was satisfactory, and the following were the order of 
exercises at the service in the afternoon at two o'clock, 
viz. : 

1 , prayer and Scripture lesson. Rev. J. C. Larrabee ; 
2, sermon, by Rev. Reuen Thomas, Ph.D., of Brook- 
lino ; 3, prayer of installation. Rev. George F. Stan- 
ton ; 4, charge to the pastor. Rev. U. D. Walker; 
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5, fellowship of the churches, Rev. L. S. Woodworth ; 

6, address to the people, Rev. George E. Freeman ; 

7, benediction, by the pastor. 

By vote of the parish passed Sept. 2, 1878, soon 
after the settlement of and daring the pastorate of 
Mr. Kelsoy. they erected a parsonage house on Pros- 
pect Street, at a cost of about five thousand dollars. 

On the 13th of June, 1882, Rev. Mr. Kelsey ten- 
dered his resignation. 

In accordance with letters missive from the First 
Con(;rcgational Church in this city to the Porter and 
South Cougr^^tional Churches of Brockton, the Cen- 
tral Square Church of Bridgewater, the First Congre- 
gational Church of Randolph, and Congregational 
Churches in Braintree and South Braintree, the pas- 
tors and delegates from the above list of churches con- 
vened in mutual council, Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1882, to 
consider and confirm the action of the First Church 
and Parish in accepting the resignation of Rev. H. L. 
Kelsey as their pastor. The council was organised 
by the choice of Rev. J. C. Bodwell, of Bridgewater, 
as moderator, and Rev. Edwin Smith, of South Brain- 
tree, scribe. After prayer by the moderator, the pus- 
tor's letter of resignation and the records of the votes 
of church and parish accepting the same were road 
by Hon. J. R. Perkins, chairman of the church com- 
mittee. A brief verbal statement was added by Rev. 
H. L. Kelsoy, giving some of the reasons that, have 
induced him to ask a release from his charge, after 
which the council retired for deliberation. The official 
" result*' of their doings is embodied in the following 
resolutions : 

" Jietolvedf That in the Jadgment of thii council the said pM- 
toral relation between Rev. 11 . L. Kelsey and the First Congrega- 
tional Church and Society of Brockton should be diflsolvod, the 
same to end Sept. 30, 1882. 

** Betolved, That while we deeply regret the neoesaity laid 
upon us to concur in the action of pastor and people, it is at the 
saino tiiiiu Iho source of groat satiuniotion to us that tlio reasons 
for this iiction are such as in no way militate against the Chris- 
tian character or ministerial faithfulness of the pastor. 

** Retolvdf That we fully and heartily recommend the Rev. 
H. L. Kelsey to the churches as a brother beloved, who holds 
our entire confidence, and as an able and devoted minister of 
the gospel. 

** JteBolved, That the action of the council is taken with the 
hope that the parish will deal generously with the retiring 
pastor, allowing him the use of the parsonage at least till No- 
vember 1st. 

"Jietolvedf That we also express our interest iu and sympathy 
for this ancient church and society, and earnestly hope and 
pray that the groitt Head of the Church may not leave them 
long without an under-shepherd. To this end we most affec- 
tionately recommend that this church study earnestly the ways 
of peace and harmony among thentselvos, and that thoy be pre- 
pared to enter with unity of purpose and to co-operate faith- 
fully with the pastor whom God ihall tend." 



Rev. Mr. Kelsey soon aA«r removed to Suffield, 
Conn. 

Ministry or Hkv. Gkorok K. Martin. — On 
the 12th of July, 1883, a oall was extended to Rev. 
George E. Martin, of Brattleboro*, Vt., to settle with 
them in the gospel ministry. To this invitation a 
favorable response was received, and arrangements 
for a council for the purpose of installation were 
made, and, pursuant to letters missive, an ecclesiasti- 
cal council was called to meet Oct. 11, 1883. 

On that day the following churches were repre- 
sented, via. : 

Porter Evangelical Church of Brockton : Deacon 
Simeon Packard, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello : Rev. 
John T. Blades, pastor ; Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., 
delegate. 

Central Church of Worcester : Rev. Daniel Merri- 
man, D.D., pastor; Deacon £. H. Sanford, dele- 
gate. 

Second Congregational Church of Abington : Rev. 
B. M. Frink, pastor ; Horace Reed, delegate. 

TriniUirian Church of Taunton : Rev. Ileman 
Packard DcForest, pastor ; E. E. Richards, delegate. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater : Rev. J. C. 
Bodwell, pastor ; Albert G. Boyden, delegate. 

Winthrop Church of Holbroolc : Edmund White, 
delegate. 

After the usual hearing and examinations the fol- 
lowing order of exercises were made: 1, reading of 
minutes, by scribe; 2, introductory reading of Scrip- 
tures, by Rev. B. M. Frlnk; 3, sermon, by Rev. 
John E. Todd, D.D. ; 4, charge to the pastor, 
Rev. Daniel Merriman, D.D. ; 5, right hand of 
fellowship. Rev. F. A. Warfield ; 6, charge to peo- 
ple. Rev. J. C. Larrabee ; 7, prayer, by Rev. John T. 
Blades ; 8, benediction, by the pastor. 

Rev. Daniel Merriman, moderator; H. P. De- 
Forest, scribe. 

A meeting of the church was held July 24, 1884, 
to consider the letter of resignation from Rev. George 
E. Martin, Deacon Joel T. Packard presiding. After 
a brief discussion the church chose Dr. S. J. Gruver, 
W. A. Sanford, and Jonas R. Perkins a committee 
to join with the parish in calling a council for the 
purpose of dismissing Mr. Martin, and a vote passed 
unanimously that his resignation be accepted. 

The following resolutions, presented by Dr. Gruver, 
were unanimously accepted : 

** Reuolvd, Although we regret sinooroly, for the church's in- 
terest, Hrotlior Martin's decision to assiiiiio work iu anothor 
flold, and l>elievo that such aotion will, for a while at least, bo 
a serious detriment to our church, yet we beliefe that Mr. 
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Martin oonfloicntioiuly socs a larger duty in the church which 
calls him from us, with prayer that the lload of tlio Ghuroh 
may bless him and as and the ehuroh to which he goes. In 
this decision we herewith, and in this spirit, accept his resigna- 
tion. 

" Rttolvd, That Rev. Q. B. Martin is a man of Christian 
principles sustained by Christian life, a stadioas and able 
preacher of the word." 

Tho council met agreeably to notiGcation, Monday 
afleroooD, July 30, 1884. 

The foUowiog are the churches represented in the 
council for his dismission, viz. : 

Porter Evangelical Church of Brockton : Rev. F. 
A. WarGeld, pastor. 

South Congregational Church of Campello : Rev. 
John T. Blades, pastor. 

First Church of Randolph : Rev. J. C. Larrabee, 
pastor. 

Centnil Square Church of Bridgewater : Rev. J. 

C. Bodwell, pastor. 

First Congregational Church of Middlcboro* : Rev. 

D. T. Prentice, pastor. 

A presentation to the council of Mr. Martinis let- 
tor of resignation and the records of the action taken 
by the church in relation thereto having been made, 
Mr. Martin gave a somewhat detailed statement of 
the circumstances attending the call from St. Louis 
and of the reasons which finally led him to accept 
the same. This statement made it so apparent to the 
council that Mr. Martin was Col lowing mnrked Provi- 
dential leadings in deciding to remove to St. Louis, 
that no nnnn was lell for argument, and the council 
unanimously 

** Voted to ratify the course pursued by him and 
the church, and to grant the letter of dismission.*' 

They also adopted the following minute : 



<f 



In coming to this conclusion wo desire to express our sincere 
otmviclioii Ihut llio oirciiiiifltiiMcoH which have led to tho resigna- 
tion of Brother Martin have been entirely unsought by him, and 
have boon urged upon his consideration by ^wy marked Provi- 
doncos to which we fool oompollcd to yield our judgment in 
the case. 

" We desire here to record our warm appreciation of the 
Christian rpirit our brother hns manifested in the trying posi- 
tion in which ho hiM been placed. Wo rnrtlieroxprosp our most 
ltioron;;h ondorKciuoiit of tho good work Itrothor Martin has 
l)con |>cnuitlc<l to nceouipliKli during his brief piiKtonito in this 
ohurcii. As tin nltractivo proaclior, a dovotod pastor, a warm- 
hearted workman in the Lord's vineyard, we most heartily com- 
mend him to the churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. We give 
him our best wishes and earnest prayers for abundant success 
in his new field of labor. 

"To this church in their unexpected trial we extend ourmost 
sincere syiiipiithy, rojnining in thospiritof love with which they 
have met (his trying event, praying that tho Lonl may ctmifort 
them in thiH o.xpcrinMoc, stuiotify tlicm by it, and spoedily uuito 
them in the choice of another pastor." 

" J. C. Larrabkb, Modtrator, 

" D. T. Prentice, Scribe," 



The church is now without a pastor, in September, 
1884. 

Rev. George E. Martin, son of George Henry and 
Sarah (Hopkins) Martin, was born in Norwich, Conn., 
Jan. 27, 1851 ; fitted for oolite at the Norwich Free 
Academy ; graduated at Tale College, 1872 ; taught 
school from 1872 to 1 875 ) studied in Yale Theological 
Seminary from 1875 to 1878, graduating in 1878. 
In July, the same year, he received a call from the 
Central Congregational Church of Brattleboro', Vt, 
and was settled July 9, 1879; also chaplain of the Brat- 
tleboro' Insane Asylum; remained till Oct. 1, 1883. 
In September, 1883, the First Congregational Church 
of Brockton, Mass., gave him a call to become their 
pastor, and he was duly installed Oct. 11, 1883 ; dis- 
missed Sept. 1, 1884 ; received a call from the First 
Presbyterian Church of St. Ijouis, Mo., in June, 1884, 
to which place he removed tho Ist of September fol- 
lowing. 

dbacons and clbrks of thb first cokqrb- 

gational church. 

The deacons of the First Congregational Church 
have been ns follows : 

Jacob Fuller, March 24, 1826 ; Sylvanus French, 
March 24, 1826; Zcnas Packard, Jan. 22, 1834; 
Hcman Packard, Jan. 22, 1834 ; Jeremiah Beals, 
Feb. 1, 1837 ; Simeon Packard, Feb. 1, 1837; Osen 
Gurncy, Feb. 1, 1837 ; Hcman Packard, Feb. 1, 1837 ; 
John W. Kingman, Feb. 8, 1862; John W. Hunt, 
Feb. 8, 1862 ; Henry Howard, Nov. 3, 1858 ; Jo«e^)h 
Hawett, April 23, 1868; Joel T. Packard, April 23, 
1868; Henry M. Littlefield, June 3, 1872, resigned 
March 4, 1880; Joseph S. Smith, March 9, 1875, 
resigned Aug. 25, 1881 ; Charles D. Brigham, March 
4, 1880; John Barbour, Sept. 8, 1880; John T. 
Burke, May 4, 1882; William A. Sanlbrd, June 15, 
1882. 

Following is a list of clerks of the First Congrega- 
tional Church : ' 

Nov. 15, 1812, Daniel Huntington; April 17, 1833, 
Homan Packard; Sept. 17, 1833, William Thompson ; 
June 11, 1834, Moman Packard; Fob. 7, 1841, David 
Howard; Jan. 16, 1850 (P. Couch 'h handwriting); 
Aug. 10, 1859, Henry Howai-d; April 3, 1862, voted 
that the pastor act hereafter as clerk ;' April 11, 1863, 
to April 21, 1864, Henry Howard; April 23, 1866, 
L. C. Bliss; April 18, 1867, to April 3, 1873, Charles 
D. Brigham, resigned Nov. 3, 1873; Nov. 3, 1873, 



1 Tn tho early history of this ehuroh the pastor performed tho 
duties of oierlc. 

* Mr. Blanehard, the pastor, died Aug. 7, 1862, and, Septem- 
ber 7th, Henry Howard was eleoted olerk pro Urn. 
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Franois B. Qardner, to fill vaeanoy ; Jan. 12, 1882, 
Henry M. Littlefield; Edwin Bradford Jones, the 
present olerk, 1884. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Second Congregniional Society — Rer. John Goldtbury — New 
Jerusalem Church — Act of Incorporation — Doicri|»tion of the 
Now Church Temple — Rev. Warren (]o<hlard, Rev Henry B. 
Goddard — Organisation for 1884— Quakers or Friends — St. 
Patrick's Roman Catliolio Cliuroh — Uethoiula Swc«lish Lu- 
tboran Church, Campello — Swedish Evangelical Independent 
Churchy Campello — First Universalist Church and Society — 
First Baptist Church — First Methodist Episcopal Society — 
Central Methodist Bpisoopal Society — Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Campello. 

Second Congregational Society. — During the 
year 1824 many of the members of the First Con- 
gregational Church, under the pastoral care of Rev. 
Daniel Huntington, becoming dissatisfied with the 
views of their pastor, and entertaining different views 
of Christian doctrines, especially on the doctrine of 
the Trinity, the native character of man, divinity and 
atonement of Christ, regeneration, and other kindred 
views of the gospel, petitioned the General Court to 
be incorporated into a separate society, which petition 
was granted in the following words, which we copy 
verbatim : 

** B* it enacted by the Senate and Jfouse of Jiepreeentatioee in 
General l^turt AeeentbUd and by the anthorily of the Uttiue* 
'<Tliat Abiel Kingman, Micab Puckard, David Cobb, Jr., 
Nathan Unyward, Gide»n Howard, David Packard, Mnrous 
Shaw, Jesse Packard, John Daltlex, liiram Atbcrtou, Nabum 
J. Smith, Newton Sbaw, Anthony S. Allen, Edwin Keith, Wash- 
bum Packard, Asa Brett. Ilervey Hersey, Samuel Thayer, Sam- 
uel Howard, Eliphalet Thayer, Oliver Snell, Jr., Zeba Tbiiyor, 
Sihon Packard, Jr., Apollas Howard, Welcome Howard, Caleb 
Howard, Jr., Asor Packard, Simeon Dunbar, Nalbaniel H. 
Cross, Joiiepli S. Packard, Joseph D. Sncll, Zcnns Packard, .1 r., 
Stillman Willi8,Silit8 Snow, Silus Snow, Jr., John Curtis, Hosea 
Packard, Asa Sbaw, Samuel Packard, William Curtis, Jr., Isaac 
Packard, Isaac Richards, Jnhu Field, Zophar Field, Austin 
Howard, Josiah W. Curtis, Richmond Carr, Otis Howard, David 
Bdson (3d), Luke P. Lincoln, Thomas Reynolds, Asel Reynolds, 
Oliver Snell, Isaac Snell, Jeremiah Snell, James J. Sanders, 
Daniel Hryant, Ara Buttles, Abijah Childs, Tliotnns While, 
Thomas White, Jr., Arsa Leonard, .luhn White, with their fam- 
ilies and estates, together with such others us may hereafter 
associate with thorn and their succoMor^, bo, und thoy aro 
hereby incorporated into a Society by the name of tlio * Second 
Congregational Society' in the town of North Dridgewutur, with 
all the Powers, privileges, and immiinitio« whiuh oilier relig- 
ious societies in Ibis Commonwealth are by law entitled to, und 
may purchase, receive by gift, or otherwise real estate to the 
value of which. Shall not exceed the sum of Eight Thousand 
Dollars. 

•* Passed June 18, 1825." 



About this time land was parchased of Mioah 
Faxon for a church. Thb was located on a rising 
spot of ground, south of the present publio-house, 
and near " Kingman's Briok Block." A honac was 
erected, which was dedicated Aug. 9, 1826, with ap- 
propriate services, as follows: Introduotory prayer 
and reading of the Scriptures, bj Rev. John Pierpont, 
of Boston ; dedicatory prayer, by Rev. Eliphalet Por- 
ter, D.D., of Rozbury, Mass. ; sermon, by Rev. Ben- 
jamin lluntoon, of Providence, R. I., from the text, 
Acts zziv. 14: ''But this I confess unto thee, that 
aAcr the way which they cadi heresy, so worship T the 
God of my fathers, believing all things which are 
written in the law, and in the prophets ;" ooncluding 
prayer, by Rev. James Kendall, D.D., of Plymouth ; 
benediction, by Rev. Richard M. Hodges, of Bridge- 
water. 

Rev. John Ooldabury, of Warwick, Mass., received 
an invitation to become their pastor, and, accept- 
ing of the same, he was ordained Wednesday, June 
6, 1827, with the following services: 1, introductory 
prayer and reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. J. P. B. 
Storcr, of Walpolo, Mass. ; 2, sermon, by Riiv. Luther 
Hamilton, of Taunton, Muiis. ; 3, ordaining prayer, 
by Rev. John Reed, D.D., of West Bridgewater, 
Mass. ; 4, charge to the pastor, by Rev. Eliphalet 
Porter, D.D., of Roxbury, Mass. ; 5, right hand of 
fellowship, by Rev. Ezra S. Gannett, D.D., of Boston ; 
6, address to the people, by Rev. John Pierpont, of 
Boston ; 7, concluding prayer, by Rev. Henry Edes, 
D.D., of Providence, R.I. The pleasantness of the 
day, and the deep interest in the occasion, caused the 
house to ho thronged. The sermon was from text, 
John xviii. 37 : '* To this end was I born, and for thb 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear wit- 
ness unto the truth." 

The sermon on that occasion was exceedingly in- 
teresting and very judicious, dwelling at some length 
on the Kimplieity of the truth which the Christian 
teacher is re(|uired to inculcate. Among the many 
things noticed were the difficulties of a Christian 
ministry, — the indifference to truth prevalent in the 
world, the prejudices of opinion that hinder the re- 
ception of truth, and the disposition among men to 
mystify and obscure the plainest principles. The 
charge to the pastor, by Rev. I)r Porter, was listened 
to with peculiar interest, from his filial allusion to one 
under whose ministry many of this society had for- 
merly sut, — Kcv. John Porter, father of Rev. Elipha- 
let Porter, D.D , of Roxbury, Mass. 

Rev. John Goldsbury was born in Warwick, Mass., 
Feb. 11, 1705; fitUul for oollege at diflforent schinds 
and academics, and under private instruction \ gradit- 
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ntcd lit Brown Univcmtj in 1 820 ; commenced the 
M\u\y of divinity at Harvard 0<)llc<!0 in 1821, nndcr 
Proftuwors Ware, Nurt4)n, and Willnrd ; t'ln^ht in 
Taunton Acsidomy Hovcral years; wan onlaineil in 
North Bridgwater Wednesday, June 6, 1827, where 
he remained till Sept. 4, 1831 ; and resided in War- 
wick, Mass., where ho died. 

New Jerusalem Church. — ^The knowledge of the 
" New Church** doctrines was introduced into this 
part of the country by the Rev. Holland Weeks, of 
Abington, Mass., who was dismissed from his society 
in that town about the year 1820 for having become 
a believer in them, which circumstance created no 
little excitement at the time, and was the means of 
inducing some others to look int^) the subject, and to 
become believers themselves. The first society of 
receivers of the doctrines in this place was formed in 
1827, and consisted of ten members, namely, Sidney 
Perkins, Nathaniel B. Harlow, William French, Mar- 
tin Beal, Jnbcz Field, John Field, of North Bridge- 
water, iwiiah Ni>yoa, Daniel Noyces, Klisha Faxoi^nd 
Austin Cobb, of AbingUm. In 1828 the number 
had incroas(»d to twenty. During that year a hall 
was fitted up in the house of Jubez Field, to hold 
public meetings. Rev. Eleazer Smith preached for 
them once a month, from 1827 to 1831, and after- 
wards every Sabbath, till 1834. In 1831 the hall 
owned by Maj. Nathan Hayward was occupied by the 
society for meetings, and, still later, the building pre- 
viously used by the Second Congregational Society, 
or better known as the ** Unitarian meeting- house.** 
Also the hall over the hotel, then kept by Edward E. 
Bennett. In 1832 the society petitioned the Legis- 
lature for an act of incorporation as a religious 
society, which was granted, as may be seen by the 
following act, dated March 3, 1832, and styled, — 

''TUP. FIRST SOCIBTY OF THR NRW JBR1J8ALRM CHURCU IN NORTH 

BKIIKIKWATRR. 

** De it enneled by the Sennle and Jfoii§e of Rf.prtntntativtu^ in 
General Conrt atnembltdy and by authority of the Same, 

" That Jabox FioM, LuoiuB Field, Jatnri A. Toltnan, Ruel 
Itir.luiiiiiHi, Itolicrl ShMManI, Nnliiiiii Siiiitli, liutnn Dorr, Or- 
villo Handy, Wini>low U. Cuvliiiinii, Jniiios Huiii|iliri*j, William 
Frrncli, Epbrnim Howard, Josiali Packard, Charles Howard, 
Nalhiiniol II. Ilarlnw, Lyiiinn Clark, Bidnoy Torkiiiff, KloaKcr 
Bniilh, John Field, Sonfurd Drott, Samuel Howard, Marcus 
Shaw, William Faxon, John Idc, and Arnold Huut, together 
with those who have associated, ur may hereafter associate with 
thorn, or their Successors, fur the purpose of public worship, be, 
and thoy hereby are, inoor|K>rnto<l into a religious Society known 
by the name of the ' Fir»t Soeiety of the New Jeruitnlem Churchy* 
in lli<t (own of North Hridj^ownti'r, with all tho powers and privi- 
leges, mid siibjcttt U) nil the dulirs nnd liabilities of l*ari(>hrs, 
according to the (Constitution ami Lnws of thisConimonweallh. 

** llr it j'Hithrr rnartt'd^ That llicsnid SiNtioty shall beeapublo 
in Law to pnrchase, hold, and dis]tose of any estate, cither retil 



or personal, not excooding the Sum of Twenty Thousand Dol- 
lars, for the Support of public Worship, and for other Uwfal 
Parochial purposes." 

The first mooting hold under the provisions of tho 
above acts was held April 5, 1832, at the house of 
Jabes Field, at which William French was chosen 
moderator; Lyman Clark, clerk and treasurer; Jabex 
Field, collector; John Field, Nathaniel B. Harlow, 
and Marcus Shaw, prudential committee. In August, 

1834, Rev. Haskell M. Carll was invited to preach to 
the society, which he continued to do about three 
years. On the 7th of December, 1834, he organised 
a church in the society. Soon after, in September, 

1 835, the building of the first house of worship in 
the town of that denomination was commenced, and 
was dedicated on Saturday, Jan. 16, 183G. There 
were present at the dedication Rev. H. M. Carll, the 
pastor of the society ; Rev. Thomas Worcester, of 
Boston ; Rev. Adonis Howard, of East Bridgewater. 
The dedicatory service was read by Rev. Mr. Carll ; 
sermon, by Rev. T. Worcester ; reading of the Word, 
by Rev. Adonis Howard. Mr. Carll left the society 
in the fall of 1837, and Rev. Warren Goddard, the 
late pastor, commenced preaching for them Oct. 14, 
1838; and January of the next year (1839), an in- 
viUition was extended to him to settle with them as 
their pastor. This call was accepted, and he was or- 
dained the 19th of September, 1839. The following 
are the doctrines of Charity and Faith : 

"1. That God is one in essoneo and in person, that from 
love towards men ho assumed humanity and gloriflod it, and 
that he thus became Qod with us, the Saviour and Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ. 

"2. That the word is divine Truth prooeeding from the 
Lord; that it was written by inspiration, and is adapted to all 
the various states of Angels and men, and that thus it is the 
divine Medium by which men are oonsooiated with Angels and 
by which men and Angels are eonjoinod with the Lord. 

" .3. That the Lord alone is the Souree of Genuine life, the 
precepts of which are the ten Commandments; that these pre- 
ecpts are to bo obeyed by man as of himself, with the aoknowl- 
edgmcnt that the will and power to do them are of the Lord 
alone. And thus that men are regenerated and Saved by the 
liord, by means of a life according to his precepts." 

The fiist house of worship was fitly-eight feet in 
length, forty feet in width, and twenty feet high ; 
spire, sixty-five feet high, painted white, with green 
blinds. The interior contained fifly-two pews, besides 
a neat, plain pulpit and a small choir-gallery. The 
building was situated on land purchased of Sidney 
Perkins, the building and land costing about three 
tliniisaiid dollars. 

This society worshiped in the old house above de- 
scribed niilil the dedication of another house, which 
had been built to suit the wants of the growing so- 
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oiety, and which took place Jan. 22, 1857. The ser- 
vices commenced about ton o'clock in the forenoon, 
and were conducted by the pastor, Kev. Mr. Qoddard, 
and were of a deeply improasiTO character, well fitted 
to bring the hearer into a state receptive of his love 
who desires onr offerings, ** to the end that he may 
more abundantly enrich us with spiritual blessings/* 
The weather was such on that day, so very severe, that 
but few, comparatively, were present, and those mostly 
from the people of the town. The services were read- 
ing of the Psalm czxii., followed by a chanting froin 
an appropriate selection (No. 80, Psalm Ixxxiv.). 
Afler which Psalm cxzxii. and others were read respon- 
sively by both pastor and people, the people of the 
society standing, meetly in front of the desk, and re- 
sponding as an act on their part of offering up the 
house to the worship and service of the Lord. The 
music was not only appropriate, but well i>erforuiod. 
Afler the exercises were over, a collation was partaken 
of in the hall below by nearly all who had been pres- 
ent, including many from the neighboring societies, 
and a very pleasant season of social interview closed 
the ex(;roisefl of the day. 

Description of the New Church Temple, — This 
church is situated on a spnoiouH lot of ground, lM)r- 
dered with trees of considerable siifie, fronting the 
west. The dimensions of the main building are sev- 
enty-nine by fifty-six feet. It is built in the Italian 
style, with a plain square tower at the west (front) 
end, eighty-eight feet in height, and twenty-two feet 
square, projecting ten and a half feet forward from 
the main building. The entrance in front is by a 
wide double door into the vestibule, from which there 
is an ascent by eleven easy steps into side entries, or 
lobbies, from which one enters the body of the church. 
This measures sixty-one by forty-five feet, and con- 
tains one hundred and two pews, all on the main floor, 
there being no side galleries. They arc arranged in 
semi-circulur order, without doors, cushioned, and cov- 
ered with crimson damask. The floor is handsomely 
carpeted, and walls and ceiling elegantly painted in 
fresco. On the cast side is a projection of four feet deep 
by thirty-two wide, a space for the tabernacle, a reposi- 
tory for the Word in the centre, and for a small private 
room each side of it. The tabernacle consists of an ark 
of fine cabinet-work, overhung with crimson curtains. 
Over it is the inscription in large letters, " Behold 
the tabernacle of God i.s with man." To the right of 
it, but standing out in front, on the edge of the plat- 
form, is the pulpit, which is of octagonal form and, 
like the tabernacle, of black walnut. The commu- 
nion-table stands at the left side. The organ -lofl is 
within the body of the tower, opposite the pulpit. 



having in front a small gallery for the singers, elo- 
vated about eight feet above the pow-floor. There is 
a basement of brick, affording space for a hall under 
the whole main building, to which there is an en- 
tranoo fVom the vestibule within, and also by doors 
from without, at the norihwest and southwest oor- 
ners. The superstructure is of wood, colored in imi- 
tation of fireestone. The bouse is provided with a 
good-toned organ, of suitable sice and capacity, manu- 
factured by George Stevens, Esq. 

Martin Wales, iSsq., of Stoughton, proseiited the 
society with two tlnmssmd dollars towanhf fmying the 
expense of building the new house. Chandler Sprague, 
Lyman Clark, and George W. Bryant were building 
committee ; Jason Perkins, contractor. 

Rev. Warren Goddard was the son of the late 
Dr. John Goddard, of Portsmouth, N. H., whore he 
was born Sept. 12, 1800. He fitted for college at the 
Portsmouth Academy, and entered Harvard Univer- 
sity September, 1815, one year in advance; grad- 
uated at that institution August, 1818. In the 
spring of 1819 he became fully satisfied of the truths 
of the doctrincH contained in the writings of Eman- 
uel SwcdonlM)rg, and entered as a student of theology 
in tlio family of \Uiy. TImddeuH M. Harris, l>.l)., of 
Dorchester, Mass. At the completion of his studies, 
there being only one society of the New Church in all 
New England, — namely, that in Boston, oonsbting 
of less than a score of members, and already provided 
with a pastor-elect, — and the few societies in the 
United States l>eing also provided with ministers, he 
was obliged to postpone his former purjMMio of enter- 
ing the ministry until there should be some society 
needing ministerial services. At this time an open- 
ing presented itself in the academy at Sandwich, 
Mass. He therefore accepted the office of princi- 
pal, and was very successful, commencing with twelve 
pupils, all belonging in that town. Soon afler this, 
applications for admission continued to increase, first 
from the adjoining towns, then from more distant 
places, even as far as South Carolina. At the end of 
two years he commenced and pursued the study of 
law in the office of the late Lieutenant-(}overnor John 
Reed, of Yarmouth, Mass., and was admitted to the 
bar of Barnstable County ; practiced law two years in 
Barnstable, and nearly a year in Boston, in connection 
with Professor Parsons, when, becoming dissatisfied 
with the practice, so far as it related to the manage- 
ment before juries, he relinquished the practice of 
law, and accepted an appointment as principal of the 
English and classical school at Princeton, Mass., 
where he labored two or three years with signal suc- 
cess. Several societies having during this time been 
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formed, nnd necdin;; iiiiDisterinl services, Mr. Ooddnrd 
returned to the profession of his first clioiec, nnd after 
preaching and receiving several calls to settle in Abing- 
ton, Portland, and North Bridgewater (now Brockton), 
he at length settled at the latter place, where he was 
installed Sept 19, 1839, and where he has continued 
to labor in the ministry until 1865, when he resigned, 
lie was one of the most acceptable and useful New 
Church ministers to he found in the country. 

Mr. Goddard married, first, Mary Crowell Toboy, 
of Sandwich, Mass., by whom he had six children. 
He married, second, Sarah Eldridge, of Yarmouth, 
Mass., by whom he had four children, — Warren, a 
New Jerusalem preacher, who was for a time settled 
in Brookline, Mass., now in Providence, R. I. ; 
Ilenry Edward, a preacher in Brockton ; also an- 
other son, John, a New Jerusalem preacher, settled 
in Cincinnati, Ohio; and Asa Eldridge, a teacher in 
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. Although 
the father has retired from active duty as a preacher, 
he is still a resident of Brockton, enjoying a ripe old 
age, surrounded by pleasant as.socintions. 

Rev. IJcnry l^Mwanl (joddurd, the present pnHlor, 
is the son of Rev. Warren and Sarah (Eldridge) 
Ooddard; was born in Brockton, May 20, 1852; 
graduated at the high school in his native town in 
1871 ; Brown University, Providence, R. I., 1875. 
After a three years* course of study in the New Jeru- 
salem Theological School, ut Wall ham, Ma^s., and one 
year at (/ornell University, he became assistant pastor 
of the New Jerusalem Church in Cincinnati, Ohio, lie 
was ordained pastor of the church in Brockton, Sept. 
24, 1876, Rev. Joseph Pettee, of Abington, Mass., 
preaching the sermon on that occasion. Mr. Ooddard 
has served the town on the school committee three 
ycai-s. 

In 1884 the society have added to the church a 
room on the south side of their church for a ladies' 
parlor, and other purposes. 

The following is the organisation for 1884 : 

Rev. Henry E. Goddard, pastor ; Thomas H. West, 
J. Willard Packard, B. Kllis Eaton, Rufus C. Kim- 
ball, B. F. Battles, church committee ; Rufus C. Kim- 
ball, triMisurer; Rev. Henry E. Goddard, superintend- 
ent of Sabbath-school ; Flushing Cornwall, sexton. 

Qnakers or Friends. — There was an association 
or society of Friends, in North Bridgewater, formed 
April 26, 1838, and consisted of twenty-five mem- 
bers, as appears by record, which is as follows : 

*' Wo, tlio iinilorflignoil, lioroby boooiiio inoinbors of a Sooiotjr 
forming of tliin soct, calle<l Quokere, and do liorobj agroe to 
Knbjoct onrselves to tbo rulofl nnd regnlations which Bhnll be 
ndoptcd by mid Society, in the town of North HHdgewntor. 
38 



Michael 0. Neil. 
Nahum J. Smith. 
Cyrus Packard. 
Jacob W. Crosby. 
Bdward Southwortb, Jr. 
Daniel Oaild. 
Charles L. Ilnihaway. 
Roswell Richardson. 
John Leonard. 
John K. Morrill. 
M. ]). Poiroe. 
Jabox ]>. r<amson. 
Ambrose Packard. 



Joeiah Fuller. 
John L. Skinner. 
Apollos 0. Howard. 
Reuben 8. Webster. 
William Ripley. 
Charles S. Johnson. 
Jarvis D. Smith. 
Thomas Batohelder. 
Kilwin W. Dos worth. 
Noah Blodgott. 
Nathan Packard. 
Jeremiah Stetson, .Jr." 



At the request of Nahum J. Smith and twenty- 
four other members a meeting was called by Hon. 
Jesse Perkins, Esq., a justice of the peace, which 
met at the hall of Col. Edward South worth, April 
30, 1838, at seven o'clock p.m., for the purpose of 
organization, at which time Edward Southworth, Jr., 
was chosen clerk, who took the oath of affirmation in 
the usual form ; Jacob W. Crosby, Nahum J. Smith, 
John L. Skinner were chosen overseers; Cyrus 
Packard, treasurer and collector, besides a committee 
to prepare a constitution and by-laws ; meeting then 
adjourned U) May 8, 1838. The " meeting met 
according to adjournment, and, after discussing vari- 
ous matters connected with the society, adjourned to 
June 7th," when they again came together for friendly 
conversation and again adjourned sine die. 

The above is the latest record to be found concern- 
ing this Hoeicty ; and it is presumed that the WN'.iety 
did not flourish for any length of time. 

St. Patrick*B Koman Catholic Chorch. — Previ- 
ous to the year 1856 the members of this church were 
attendant on church worship in private houses and 
in the various halls in the village, and were supplied by 
transient clergymen. During that year Rev. Thomas 
B. McNulty came to the town as a stated pastor, in 
connection with some others in the immediate vicinity, 
the care of which devolved upon him. 

Rev. Thomas B. McNulty was born in London- 
derry, Ireland; fltted for college at Londonderry 
Academy ; graduated at Foyle College ; studied phi- 
losophy and theology at Irish College, Paris; was 
ordained June 0, 184G, at the parish church of Sul- 
pice, by Monsieur Afi*r6, Archbishop of Paris; came 
to America in 1853, and aOer preaching at Lowell, 
Salem, and other places, was appointed to take charge 
of the Catholic Church in Brockton and vicinity. 

Hero he soon succeeded in gathering a largo number 
of regular church worshipers, and during the same 
year purchased a parcel of land for the sum of five 
thousand two hundred and twenty-Gvo dollars, situated 
on the west side of Main Street, near Wales' Comer, 
in the south part of the village, and cont-aining about 
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three-fourths of an acre, upon which he has caused a 
large and splendid church edifice to he erected, one 
hundred and ten feet long, fifty feet wide, huilt in the 
Romanesque stylo of arohiteclure. The hasement is 
built of Quinoy granite. The principal story is of 
brick, trimmed with freestone. The tower and steeple 
is one hundred and eighty feet in height. The audi- 
tory is furnished with one hundred and forty-six slips, 
capable of holding seven hundred persons. The altar 
is ut the west end of the building, and at the east or 
front end is the choir-gallery. The chancel-window 
is made of stained gloss, with emblematic panes rep- 
resenting the four evangelists, — Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John. The house is furnished with a magnificent 
organ, from the manufactory of K. & 0. 0. Hook, of 
Boston. Upon the side walls are displayed fourteen 
-pictures, representing different scenes in the Lord's 
Passion, painted at great expense in Italy. The cost 
of the church was twenty-five thousand dollars, which, 
together with the land, cost about thirty thousand 
dollars. The architects were Messrs. Fuller & Ryder, 
of Boston. Mr. Andrews, of Nashua, N. H., was the 
contractor. The preacher's pulpit, also the railing 
around the altar, was manufactured by Messrs. liow- 
ard, Clark & Co. In the southwest corner of the 
house is the sacristy, and in the northeast corner is a 
private room, out of which is the entrance to the base- 
ment story. In point of durability and style of 
architecture, when built, this house was not sur- 
passed by any in the town. Its position is prominent, ' 
and makes a bold appearance upon the principal thor- 
oughfare in town. 

This church was dedicated Sunday, May 22, 1 859, 
and, although the weather was quite rainy, there was 
a large assembly present. The services were as follows : 

Bishop Fitzpatrick, of Boston, delivered the sermon ; 
high mass was celebrated by Rev. Mr. Roach, of Ran- 
dolph ; Rev. Mr. Shahen, of Salem, ofliciated as deacon ; 
Rev. Mr. Tallon, of New Bedford, as sub-dcucon; Rev. 
Mr. Haley, of Boston, was master of ceremonies, a 
number of other priests assisting; Rev. Mr. McElroy, 
of Boston, preached at vespers; singing was performed 
by a choir from Salem. 

The number of attendants on church worship at 
this pluoe is about two thousand. 

The following is the organization of this church for 
1884: 

Rev. Thomas B. McNulty, pastor; Rev. Francis 
J. Qlynn and Rev. Michael Doherty, assistant priests ; 
Patrick Gilmore, superintendent of the Subbath-school ; 
Arthur Dimond, organist. 

Bethesda Swedish Lutheran Church, Campello. 
— About the year 1854 there were a few Swedes who 



came to the town, finding employment in the various 
shoe manufactories. Since that time, and up to the 
present, they have increased in numbers, till at length 
it was deemed advisable among tlio now-eomora to have 
religious services in their native language. After 
preaohing in a hall for a time, a new house of worship 
was erected on the east side of Main Street, in Cam. 
pello, in 1867. The building is about thirty by sixty 
feet, with a steeple seventy-five feet high. The audi- 
ence-room contains sittings for about throe hundn^d 
persons. It has a neat pulpit, painted white, with gilt 
trimmings, with a railing around the same. The main 
building has stained-glass windows, rendering the whole 
very pleasing. This church has been quite flourishing, 
and now numbers one hundred and filVy. Communi- 
cants, 150 members. 

The pastors have been as follows: 

Rev. Henry 0. Lindeblad, July, 1869-72 ; Rev. 
John G. Princell, 1872-73 ; Rev. A. Hult, 1873-80 ; 
Rev. Michael U. Norberg, 1880, the present pastor. 

Madame Christioe Nilsson, the famous songstress, 
when visiting this country, sang at a concert held in 
this church, November, 187(^ the proceeds of which 
she kindly donated to this society to free them from 
debt. The amount received as the benefit of that 
concert was about two thousand dollars. A street has 
since been named by the town in honor of her benefi- 
cent gifl to this people. 

This is said to have been the first Swedish Church 
built in New England, and is now fully established 
under the New York Conference of Swedish Churches. 
The society have recently raised their church edifice, 
and placed a brick basement, for religious meetingSi 
under the same, thus furnishing them with a large 
vestry for evening services, Sabbath-schools, etc 
The entire cost of the building is about ten thousand 
dollars. 

List of officers in this church in 1884 : 

Rev. Michall U. Norberg, iMistor; C A. Nilson, 
Gustavus Lundberg, Andrew Swanson, Gustavo Carl- 
son, Martin Moberg, trustees; Swan T. Johnson, 
Charles Anderson, John A. Staf, Paul N. Cook, dea- 
cons ; Andrew Swanson, clerk. 

Swedish Evangelioal Independent Chureh, 
Campello. — The church was the outgrowth of the 
Bethesda Swedish Church in Campello, and origin- 
ated with a few members who withdrew from the 
above-named church and organised themselves into 
an independent body, and commenced services in 
Drake's Hall, where they worshiped about one year, 
when they erected a church of their own, on Nilsson 
Street, but a short distance from the original Swedish 
Church. It has about one hundred oommuuicauts. 
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A lot of Innd wns purchased of Jonas R. Perkins, 
Esq., in 1880, on whicli t!icy erected a building fiTty 
by thirty, which was completed and dedicated in 
1881, on the same day of the assassination of Presi- 
dent Garfield. The buildinir is a neat, plain building, 
without any tower, with a choice lot of land around 
the «ame, neatly kept, with a grass lawn. 

The interior aspect is pleasant, and contains sittin^i^ 
for about two hundred persons. The seats are of ash, 
in keeping with the entire building. They have a 
neat pulpit, a divan presented by Lyman Carlson, and 
a ** Smith cabinet organ.'* The cost of the church 
is about twenty-five hundred dollars. 

In the recess back of the pulpit is a cross made 
of native cedar, standing on the floor, on the arms of 
which is a representation of the nails ; on the cen- 
tre of the cross is a crown of thorns made from the 
thorn -tree, Euphorbia tplendens^ which was imported 
from Palestine and presented to the church. Over 
and above this are the words, in Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin : 

** Jicwii* nf Nnzarethf King of the Jew*,** 

Directly over the pulpit is the following inscription : 

BTT BARN AROSS FODTBNSON, AROSS GIVEN.* 

The first pastor was Rev. Andirs Gustaf Nilson ; 
the present pastor is Rev. Emil Holmblad. 

Li»t of oflicers of this church for 1884 : 

Rev. Kmil Holmblad, p:i8tor; Gustavo Smith, sec- 
rotJiry ; John Peterson, troaHurcr; Augustus Dean, 
superintendent of Sabbath-school; Alfred Johnson, 
assistant pastor. 

First TTniversalist Church and Society. — This 
society was organized Aug. 31, 1857, at which time 
Josiah V. Bisbeo was chosen clerk ; David E. Studley, 
treasurer ; Ellis Packard, O. 0. Patten, Lorenzo D. 
Hervey, F. 0. Howard, William II. Cooper, executive 
committee ; Thaddeus E. Oiffbrd, collector. 

Previous to this time this denomination had no 
regular preaching, and since its organization it has 
had transient preachers until the settlement of Rev. 
William A. Start. 

The following persons composed the society at its 
formation : Otis Hayward, Lorenzo D. Hervey, Ellis 
Packard, David Hall, David F. Studley, F. 0. Howard, 
Amasa O. Glover, Marcus Holmes, Oren Bartlett, 
Thomas Swift, E. L. Thayer, Jerome Thomas, F. A, 
Thayer, Luther Tower, Martin Packard, Isaac Harris, 
Waldo Ficild, Thaddeus E. Gilford, Edwin E. Pollard, 
John W. Hayward, A. B. Marston, Scth Leonard, 

* TmimltiUMl riMuU, " Uiilo us a cliild is born, unlo us a son 
is giTen." 



Joseph E. Estes, Josiah Y. Bisbce, 0. 0. Patteo, 
Charles E. Tribou, Samuel F. Tribou, Elijah Tolman, 
C. G. Swift. 

The society erected a neat and commodious house 
of worship on Elm Street in the month of May, 1863. 
Its dimensions are sixty feet in length, thirty-eight in 
width, and contains sixty pews, capable of seating 
three hundred persons comfortably. The pews are of 
a circular form, with the scats nicely cushioned, floor 
carpeted, and in all respects the house is complete. 
In the rear of the pulpit is the following inscription 
upon the wall, which is nicely frescoed : " Behold, I 
bring you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be 
unto all people.'' Underneath this house is a capa- 
cious and convenient vestry. 

The house was dedicated, with appropriate exer- 
cises, on Wednesday, May 20, 1863, commencing at 
10 o'clock A.M., as follows: 1, voluntary, by the 
choir; 2, prayer of invocation, by Rev. E. Hewitt; 

3, reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. J. G. B. Heath ; 

4, anthem, by tlie choir ; 5, consecrating prayer, by 
Rev A. P. Cleverly ; 6, hymn ; 7, sermon, by Rev. 
A. A. Miner, of Boston ; 8, anthem ; 9, prayer, by 
Rev. H.Jewell; 10, hymn; 11, benediction. The 
sermon was from the text in Psalm xxii. 27, 28 : 
" For the kingdom is the Lord's : and he is the gov- 
ernor among the nations." At the conclusion of these 
services the friends were invited to a most generous 
repast in the vestry, and the society spared no pains 
or expense U) secure teni|K)ral as well as spiritual 
comfort to their visitors. After a short intermission 
the services of installing Rev. William A. Start as 
pastor of the church were commenced in the following 
order of exercises: 1, anthem, by the choir ; 2, invo- 
cation, by Rev. J. Eastwood, of Brighton ; 3, reading 
of the Scriptures, by Rev. M. R. Leonard, of South 
Dedham ; 4, hymn ; 5, sermon, by Rev. J. Crehore, 
of Abiugton, text, Eph. iv. 12, 13: "For the per- 
fecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unt4) a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ" The sermon 
was very timely and effective, as well as practical, 
showing fully the needs of a minister, his dependence 
on the people for support, the minister's relation to 
the sorrowing, the various relations of the people, 
and the sources of inspiration to his labor, and the 
awards as fruits of his toil. 5, hymn ; 6, installing 
prayer, by Rev. G. H. Emerson, of Somerville; 7, 
charge to the pastor, by Rev. A. A. Miner, of Boston ; 
8, right hand of fellowship, by Rev. James East- 
wood, of Brighton ; 9, charge to the people, by Rev. 
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A. P. Clovorly, of Boston ; 10, prayer; 11, autliem ; 
12, benediction, bj the pastor. 

This society owe much of their success to the active, 
Eeahius, and |)orMevcring efforts of llev. A. P. Cleverly 
and Rev. J. Crehore. 

First Baptist Church. — This church was consti- 
tuted Jan. 10, 1850, and consisted of seventeen mem- 
bers, the names of which arc as follows : Rev. James 
Andem (pastor), Emma A. Andem, Williams Alden, 
Persia Packard, Nathaniel Shepardson, Alpheus Al- 
den, Priscilla C. Aldcn, Edmund R. Wade, Julin Ann 
Wade, liurriet Thayer, Joanna Packard, Olive T. 
Packard, Caroline F. Packard, Sally Hall, A. Amanda 
French, Frederick L. Trow, Jonas P. Jameson. Offi- 
cers of the church: Rev. James Andem, pastor; 
Edward S. Packard, George F. Parish, deacons ; Al- 
pheus Aldcn, clerk ; Edmund R. Wade, treasurer ; 
Deacon Edward S. Packard, Deacon George F. Parish, 
Nathaniel Shepardson, F. L. Trow, standing com- 
mittee. 

Previous to the organization of this church, in 1850, 
those members belonging in the town had met in a 
hall, where they had preaching from February, 1849, 
Rev. Isaac Woodbury, of Haverhill, Mass., being the 
first preacher, who preached for four successive Sab- 
baths. The people were next supplied with transient 
ministers, mostly fVom the Newton Theological Insti- 
tute, among whom was Rev. S. A. Thomas, of Digh- 
ton, who spent one of his vacations with them. Rev. 
James Andem, of Brookline, commenced to supply 
their pulpit for one year, from October, 1849. Dur- 
ing the year 1850 the church had great encourage- 
ment to erect a house of worship, the numbers having 
already increased from seventeen members to fifty- 
seven in the short space of one year. Its members 
consisted mostly of young persons, and not belonging 
to the most wealthy class, their perseverance in erect- 
ing and sustaining a church is all the more creditable. 

A small but neat house of worship was erected by 
this society in September, 1850, fiAy feet hmg, thirty- 
five feet wide, twenty feet hi«i:h, without steeple or 
bell, costing about two thousand five hundred dollars, 
which was dedicated Jan. 22, 1851, with the follow- 
ing exercises: 1, chant; 2, invocation; 3, hymn, 
written by the pastor. Rev. James Andem (music, by 
Isaac T. Packard), — 

" Praiae dwell on every tongue. 
While Zion'i courts we tbrong, — 

Auspicious (lay ! 
Let every heart unite 
To hail thy cheering light, 
Chasing dark shades with bright 
And heavenly ray. 



"The grace thy love bMtows 
Like streami in fullneas flows, 

Aaciaat of days I 
Thou who OB earth onoo dwolt, 
If ako thy pure presoiioo folt 
Whora hunbly we have knelt 

In prayer and praise. 

" In this thy dwelllng-plaoe, 
Let wisdom, truth, and grace 

In worship blend. 
These oonrts thy glory fill, 
As dew on llermon's hill, 
Thy puror lovo diiiiill, 

And horu dusctfud.*' 

7, reading of the Scriptures ; 5, introductory prayer ; 

6, hymn, written by Rev. James Andem, — 

"Great God, our Father and our Friend, 
Uofore thy throne thy ohihlron bond ; 
Lot songs of prniso before Uioo swell. 
While in thy courts thy children dwell. 

" Great Source of trath, to thee, in prayer. 
We give this house ; — make it thy care. 
Here let thy saints, a goodly vine, 
Nurtured by grace, be wkoUjf thine. 

** lie thou tlioir shield and tlioii their rook, — 
lie Christ thu shepherd of his Hook, — 
And himry itge aiul bhiuining youth 
Here drink of living wells of truth. 

** Prom year to year loud anthems rise 
In sacred numbers to the skies^ 
And prayer ascend from Zion's hill. 
That heavenly grace may here distill. 

** Praise to thy name, through Christ thy Son, 
Great God, for what thy love has done; 
When praise on earth is sUll in death, 
We'll praise thy name with nobler breath." 

7, sermon, by Rev. Pharoellus Church, D.D. ; 8, 
dedicatory prayer ; 9, anthem ; 10, benediction, by 
the pastor. 

The land on which their building stood is on the 
west side of Montello Street, and was purchased of 
Mr. Sidney Perkins for the sum of tliree hundred 
dollars. 

The second minister ordained was Rev. Richard 
K. Ashley. The ordination was Sept. 29, 1852, and 
consisted of the following : 

1, voluntary, by the choir; 2, reading of doings of 
council; 8, reading of Scriptures and introductory 
prayer; 4, the Jjord hath chosen Zion ; 5, ordination 
sermon on that occasion was by Rev. J. Aldrich, of 
Middleboro*, Mass.; — 6, anthem, "How Beautiful 
upon the Mountains ;" 7, ordaining prayer, by Rev. I. 
Smith, of East Stoughton ; 8, charge to the pastor, 
by Rev. N. Colver, of South AbingUm ; 9, right hand 
of fclIowMhip, by Rev. A. K. UaHclle, oi' Marslifiuld ; 
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10, nddi'om tii tlio pcoplc\ by Ilcv. Tboiii.i8 K. Kcclj, 
of Kin^8toii| Mass. ; 1 1, hyuiu, — " We bid Thee Wel- 
come in the Name ;*' 12, concluding: prayer ; 13, dox- 
ology, — " Praise God from whom all blessings flow ;** 
14, benediction, by the pastor. 

Their buildinp: was sold at auction, July 13, 1864, 
to Samuel S. Brett and Fciirin<^ W. Bent, and was 
used as an armory for the North Bridf^cwator Dragoons. 

For many years the society had no regular church 
services, until at length new life was infused into the 
Baptist brethren, and a new fire was kindled from the 
remaining embers of the old society with gratifying 
results. 

Here follows the record of the new enterprise : 

"Tna First Baptiit Cuurcb. — The moremont which hftd 
been in progress sereral weeks, under the direction of Rev. G. 
H. Perry, of Middleboro', resulted in the formation of s Baptist 
Church under the AboTC nnme, and started with a membership 
of thirtj-five. The meeting for organization toolc place on 
Tuesday OTening, Aprii 17, 1877, the venerable Father Fits 
being present and talcing part in the devotional exorcises. It 
was voted th»t the new church meet the council called for the 
purpose of extending recognition and present the articles of 
faitli adopted. 

"On Wednesday afternoon, April 26, 1877, a council assem- 
bled in the First Congregational Churoh for the purpose of for- 
mally recognising the new organisotion. It was composed of 
pastors and delegates from the following churches : 

" Middleboro* : Rev. 0. G. Fairbanks, pastor; Stephen B. 
Giblis, J. T. Wood, delegates. 

"Kouth AbingUm: Rov. ]». 11. Hatch, pastor; 1>. B. Gurnoy, 
J. fi. Cortholl, dologatos. 

" South Hanson : Rov. J. B. Rood, pastor. 

'MMjniouth: Rov. B. P. Byrani, pastor; A. J. Whiting, E. 
C. Turner, delegates. 

"New Bedford: Rev. C. A. Snow, pastor; G. H. Perry, 
George Matthews, delegates. 

"Cocbesett: Rev. II. H. Beaman, pastor; G. W. Hill, H. 
Merritt, delegates. 

"Carver: Rev. G. N. Fullerton, pastor; H. A. Lucas, 11. C. 
Corvill, dologatos. 

"Boston: Rov. A. Pollard, D.D. 

" Middleboro' : Rev. H. Fits. 

" Rev. Mr. Fairbanks was chosen moderator, and Rev. B. P. 
By ram clerk. Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Pollard. State* 
roonts wore prosentod showing tho action which had boon taken 
in the organisation of the church, and it was unanimously 
voted that tho proceedings bo approved, and that tho public 
service of roeognition take place. The onlor was arranged and 
carried through as follows: 

"]nv<»cation, Rov. J. B. Rcod, of Hanson; hjmn, Rov. H. 
II. Beaman, of Coohosett; reading of the Scriptures, Rev. B. 
P. Byram, of Plymouth ; hymn, Rev. R. G. S. McNeille, of the 
Porter Church, Bn>okton; prayer, Rev. G. G. Fairbanks, of 
Middleboro'; sermon, Rev. C. A. Snow, of New Bedford; 
prayer of reoognition, Rov. Dr. A. Pollard, of Boston ; hand of 
fellowship, Rov. It. 11. Hatiih, of South Abingtun ; nhargo, Rov. 
II. Fitx,or Middlelmro'; henoilie.tiou, Itov. G. N. I«*ullorlon, of 
Carver. 

"The MorviiHtf wero all of ileop intorost, the sornion being an 
able elucidation of tho text, ' He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.' " 



The next pastor was llov. Joshua Tillson, of Hing- 
ham, Mass., a preacher of the Massachusetts Baptist 
Convention. 

Mr. Tillson was succeeded by Rev. Oscar Dwigbt 
Thomas, of Springfield, Mass. 

The public services attending the recognition of 
Mr. Thomas as pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
Brockton took place on Wednesday evening, Doc. 18, 
1878, in Perkins' Ilnll, Main Street. The apartment 
was neatly and tastefully trimmed with festoons, mot- 
toes, etc., and presented a very attractive appearance. 
A large audience was present to witness the services, 
which were of deep interest throughout. The exor- 
cises took place in the following order : 

Invocation, by Uev. D. A. Jordan, of the Central 
Methodist Church, Brockton ; anthem, by the choir, 
under the direction of T. O. Nye; reading of the 
Scriptures, by Rev. Z. T. Sullivan, of the Porter 
Church, Brockton ; prayer, by Rev. C. D. Sweet, of 
Middleboro^ ; singing, hymn read by Rev. H. I. Kel- 
sey, of the First Congr^^tional Church, Brockton ; 
sermon, by Rev. H. K. Potter, of Springfield ; prayer 
of recognition, by Rev. L. Q. Barrett, of South 
Abington; singing; welcome address to the pastor, 
by Rev. G. G. Fairbanks, of Middleboro' ; address to 
the church, by Rev. G. W. Bosworth, D.D., of Hav- 
erhill; doxology, by the congregation; benediction, 
by the pastor. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas is from Springfield, where ho 
has held the pastorate of a young Baptist Church for 
three or four years. II is success in the field he left, 
and the exceedingly favorable impression he has made, 
both among the people to whom he comes as a min- 
ister and others in the place whom he has met, en- 
courage great hope that his labors here may not only 
strengthen and establish the ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion of which ho has now become the head, but may 
also add largely to the Christian forces in operation 
here for the diffusion of religious truth and light 
among the people. Our friends of the Baptist Church 
are to be warmly congratulated on the consummation 
of their relations. 

This church has a neat edifice for church worship, 
occupying a commanding ponition, at tho corner of 
Belmont and Pond Strcete, seventy-four by forty-one 
feet floor, with a bell-tower and spire, one hundred 
feet high, on the prominent corner, through which, 
as well as at tho other front corner, are the entrances 
to tho building. Tho aiidienco-room presents an ox- 
ctHMlingly uK.nMaivti appcwraiicn, tho coiling hoing car- 
ritnl up under tho roof, stained Gothic windows admit- 
ting light, and liandHomo pews of ash furnishing the 
sitting accommodations for the congregation. At the 
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southerly end is the preacher's platfurm, which has 
been famished with a neat and tasteful desk, chairs, 
etc., and underneath the floor is arranged a large tank 
or baptistery. At the right of the platform and under 
an arched alcove are the seats for the ohoir, while on 
the opposite side is a retiring-room for the pastor and 
stairway to the vestry, and over the entrance-ways is 
located a commodious gallery. A pretty carpet covers 
the floor, comfortable cushions are provided for the 
pews, while harmonizing with both is the neat and 
pleasing fresoo that covers walls and ceiling. In the 
rooess, in the rear of the pulpit, is the cabinet organ, 
and on the wall is the following : 

"Thb lord 18 iH ni8 IIoi.r Tbmplb." 

The lot on which the building stands cost two thou- 
sand three hundred and eighty-one dollars. The house 
was built by James Bcal, master builder, at a cost of 
about eleven thousand dollars, and has sittings in the 
main audience- room for about four hundred and fifty 
people. The vestry will seat about two hundred and 
fifly persons. The new edifice was dedicated to the 
worship of God on Thursday, March 17, 1881, in the 
presence of a large and deeply-interested congregation, 
who came from towns adjoining and from places more 
remote. The services were in charge of the pastor, 
Kev. 0. D. Thomas, and were arranged in the follow- 
ing order: Voluntary; invocation, by Rev. N. N. 
Glazier, of South Abington ; reading of the Scrip- 
tures, by Rev. J. C. Foster, of Randolph ; singing, by 
the choir ; prayer, by Rev. G. G. Fairbanks, of Mid- 
dlcboro* ; hymn, sung by the congregation ; report of 
the building committee ; sermon, by Rev. Dr. Gordon, 
of Boston ; hymn ; dedicatory prayer, by Rev. G. W. 
Bosworth, D.D., of Boston; singing; benediction. 

The musical part of the services was under the 
direction of Loyed Chamberlain, Esq., with Miss 
Minnie Chamberlain at the organ, and a well-drilled 
choir, reinforced for the occasion by some of our well- 
known singers. 

The report of the building committee was read by 
the pastor, showing the church as substantially free of 
debt, and thanking the many who have aided in the 
enterprise. 

The sermon by Dr. Gordon was founded on the 
text in John xv. 24: *Mf I had not done iimong 
them the works which none other man did, they had 
not had sin,*' from which the preacher developed the 
twofold theme, — the approving and reproving char- 
acter of Christ's works. It was an able presentation 
of the subject, and was listened to with deep atten- 
tion. 
. This society is in a flourishing condition, and the 



numbers are increasing rapidly, — so that the work of 
the church is not confined to this locality, but it is 
proposed to branch out in the good work of the gos- 
pel minLtttry. The present active and efficient pastor 
has already the elements of strength for a new church 
in the northerly portion of the eity, where he has 
a mission church, which originated in the starting 
of preaching in what is known at '^SncU's Grove," on 
North Main Street, June 14, 188H. In SeptenilNir 
of that year a Sabbath-school class held services in a 
vacant store at the corner of Main and Oak Streets. 
In March, 1884, they moved to the shop of Bradford 
Snell. 

Plans have been matured by the officers of this 
church for the building of a ohapcl, to be located on 
Snell Street, which will be a neat edifice, with sittings 
for three hundred people. On the same floor with 
the auditorium will be a smaller room for chapel 
purposes, and on either side of the pulpit will lead to 
anterooms to be used for committee meetings. The 
finish of the interior will be of ash. The windows to 
be in cathedral style of stained glass. The outside of 
the building will be surmounted with a tower one 
hundred feet high. 

Charlcji Janu*Hon is tlu; pn^tnt superin tendon t of the 
Sunday -8cliool of one hundred and twenty scholars. 

The organization of officers of this church for 1884 
is as follows: 

Rev. Oscar D. Thomas, pastor ; Josiah R. Gurney, 
Harvey Merritt, deacons ; James W. Strachan, Fred. 
S. Thomas, Trueman Huntress, finance committee; 
Eugene Remington, clerk ; William D. Wilder, trea.s- 
urer ; Melvin Hollis, superintendent of Sabbath-school ; 
James Easton, sexton. 

First Methodist Episcopal Sooiety. — Previous 
to 1 830 there was no regular organized society of this 
denomination in the town. On the 9th day of March 
in that year Nathaniel Manley and one hundred and 
ten others formed themselves into an association, with 
the following articles of agreement : 

" Whbrkas, We the •ubeoriben, being diipoied to enoountge 
and promote the public worship of God in a way agreeable to 
the dictates of our own oonsoienoei, do hereby agree to form 
ourselves into a religious sooiety by the name of the 'First 
Kpisuo|ml MotlKNliHt Sottioty in North 1iri«lgowator/ fur Iho 
purpuso of |irouiotiiig, carrying on, and supporting tliu public 
worahip of (JimI in otinfunuily to iin Act paiwod Feb. 10, 1821." 

On the 12th day of April of the same year a com- 
mittee, consisting of Isaac Packard, John Tilden, and 
Galen Manley, were chosen to procure land and erect 
a church. They purchased a lot of land of Mieah 
Packard for the sum of $41.20, it being the lot where 
the house now stands. A house was erected, fidy- 
four feet long, twenty-one feet wide, twenty-two feet 
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hiirli, with a flpirc ci<;lity feet hi^h, and n bell wcip;h- 
iii<r one thousand and sixty pounds, made by George 
Ilolbrook, of Medway, Mass. Tbe exterior appear^ 
ance of the bouse is neat, painted wbite, with nine 
windows and ^een blindH. Tbe interior of tbe bouse 
is well furnisbcd, containing fifly-eigbt pews, oboir- 
gallory, witb scats for fidy persons. Tbe floor is 
neatly carpeted, walls arcbed overbead. In 1855 a 
clock was put up, and in 1857 a new and commodious 
pulpit was placed in tbe bouse. The instrumental 
music is a seraphine. 

Tbe bouse was built under tbe direction of Messrs. 
Isaac Ilartwell, Jobn Tilden, and Oalen Mauley, as 
buildin<]; conimittoe, and cost tbree tlumsand dollars. 
Mr. Joliu Putcrsun was nnisl43r iuirpcnUM'. A paiTton- 
age- house was built in 1860. 

Tbe following is a list of tbe clergymen who have 
supplied tbe pulpit of this society, and tbe yoirs each 
has served : 

lli^vs. P. Crandall, 1834-35; K. Bradley, 1835-3G; 

D. Kilburn, 1836-37 ; Sanford Benton, 1837-38 ; 
C. Noble, 1838-39; L. Bato, 1840-41; Anthony 
Palmer, 1841-43; Henry Mayo, 1843; Lemuel Har- 
low, 1844; B. M. Walker, 1845; Dixon Stebbins, 
1846-47; T. Spilsted, 1847-48; G. W. Rogers, 
1848-49; Jobn Livesey, 1849-50; John D. King, 
1850-51 ; Rbenezer Blake, 1852-53 ; Tbeopbilus B. 
(Juriioy, 1853-54; A/^iriah B. Whoclor, 1855 ; J. B. 
Weeks, 1860-61 ; Israel Washburn, 1861 ; Charles 

A. Carter, 1862-63; W. A. Clapp, 1863-64; Alex- 
audor Anderson, 1865-66; F. Ryder, 1866-68; J. 

B. Washburn, 1868-70; Samuel M. Beal, 1870-73; 
Edward L. Hyde, 1873-74; J. W. Wood, 1874-75; 
H. Faville, 1875-76; W. G. Wilson, 1876-78; R. 

E. Buckey, 1878. 

Bridgewatcr Circuit was set apart from Stoughton 
and Easton July, 1832, at a conference held in 
Providence, R. I. 

This is the only meeting-house in this section of 
country that retained tbe corner-seats especially for the 
colored people, which were in tbe corners of the gallery. 
This wns removed at the time of the remodeling of the 
church, in 1873. 

From 186(> to 1870 this church worshiped witb tbe 
church in Easton, holding services on alternate Sun- 
days. In 1870 tbe plan was adopted of tbe Boston 
University, sending students to supply the pulpit. 
That arrangement continued for several years. 

In 1873 extensive repairs were made upon this 
mooting- htmso by the labors of Rev. Samuel M. Beal, 
who had boen jireaehing to this people for simie time. 
The pulpit was translerred to the opposite end of tire 
bouse, the pews rearranged, the gallery lowered, pulpit 



platform remodeled, an arched recess coostructed at its 
rear, a new black-walnut railing and furniture to cor- 
respond was furnished; new lighting fixtures, now 
heating apparatus; new carpets were placed on tbe 
platform and aisles ; tbe walls freshly colored in deli- 
cate tints ; a new centre-piece placed on tbe ceiling, 
thus rendering the audience-room very attractive. 

The services at the rededication of this edifice were 
held March 13, 1873. Rev. Mr. Dunham, of Easton, 
offered prayer and read the Scriptures. Sermon 
preached by Rev. G. E. Reed, of Fall River. 

Preaching services are held at 1.30 p.m. Tbe 
Sunday-school convening at noon. The salary of the 
pastor is paid by subscription. 

TIh; following is a list of officers of the First Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, Brockton Heights : 

Rev. A. Hagerty, pastor ; Samuel Clark, Bradford 
Packard, George Smith, parish committee ; Bradford 
Packard, Samuel Clark, George A. Packard, Mrs. 
Bradford Packard, Mrs. S. J. Clark, Mrs. M. L. 
Reynolds, Mrs. Charles Phillips, Mrs. E. L. Snow, 
st-ewards ; Scth M. Hall, parish clerk ; Bradford 
Packard, treasurer and superintendent of Sunday- 
school. 

Central Methodist Episcopal Church — This 

church was formed March 2, 1842, consisting of about 
thirty members, among whom were the following 
persons : 

Sanford Aldcn, Eliza G. Alden, Liberty Packard, 
Mary A. Packard, Israel Packard, Jr., Jane W. l*aok- 
ard, Cornelius 11. Dunham, Lucia Dunham, Thaddeus 
GifTord, Abigail GifFord, Mary Edson, Fearing W. 
Bent, Mehitabel VV. Bent, Jarvis D. Smith, Martha 
Smith. 

The society first held meetings in Hay ward's Hall, 
commencing March 2, 1842; aflcrwards occupied the 
Unit^irian Church till July 23, 1843, when they re- 
moved to the ball of Tyler Cobb. 

Rev. 0. G. Smith was their first pastor, who 
preached to them from tbe organization of tbe church 
till 1844. He was succeeded by Rev. Addison 
Cbildes, of the Providence Conference, who soon 
aflcr closed his earthly labors, and tbe society em- 
ployed Rev. II. C. Atwatcr, a graduate of Yale Col- 
lege, and at that time a teacher of the Adelpbian 
Academy, till tbe close of tbe Conference year, when 
he was admitted to tbe Conference, and stationed there 
in 1845. During the same year, a plain but substan- 
tial house of worship was erected, costing two thou- 
sand six hundred dollars, built by Messrs. Dunbar & 
Sonle, and dedicated Jan. 8, 1846, Rev. Edward T. 
T:iyh)r preaching the dedication sermon. Sanford 
Alden, Fearing W. Bent, Thomas Hathaway, Liberty 
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Packard, Israel Packard, Jr., Cornelius H. Dunliam, 
and Oliver D. Sliopardson were iippoiiitcd truHtccH. 

Rev. Henry Smith was located for this church in 
1846, and remained two years ; Rev. Lemuel Harlow 
in 1848, hut was not received. 

Here follows a full list of the pastors of the Second 
Methodist Bpiscopal Church : 

Revs. Bdward Otherman, 1848; John B. Husted, 
1849; John Livesey, Jr., 1850; Azariah B. Wheeler, 
1851-52; Ernstus Benton, 1853; Andrew McKcoun, 
1854; Robert McOonqi;al, 1856; John Cooper, 1857- 
58; N. Bomis, 1859; Merritt P. Alderman, 18G0-G1 ; 
Thomas Ely, 1862-63; Frederic A. Crafts, 1864-66; 
John Howson, 1867-68; Joseph H. James, 1809-71 ; 
T. M. House, 1872-73 ; S. B. Sweetzer, 1874 ; Wil- 
Ham T. Harlow, 1875; Dwight A. Jordan, 1876-78; 
(George A. Morse, 1879-80; John Ellis Hawkins, 
1881-82 ; Albert P. Palmer, 1883-84. 

During the year 1853 this society erected a new 
and splendid church edifice at an expense of twenty- 
four thousand dollars. Barnabas Snow was the con- 
tractor and master-builder, Isaiah B. Young, of Boston, 
architect. The building is ninety-four feet long by 
sixty feet wide, with a tower one hundred and ten feet 
high, containing a boll weighing eighteen hundred und 
twenty-seven pounds, from the foundry of Henry N. 
Hooper, of Boston, costing six hundred and sixty-five 
dollars. The interior of the house is furnished with 
one hundred and ten pews and an elegant organ, 
manufactured by Mr. Ocorge Stevens, of Cambridge, 
Mass. A baptismal font of marble was presented to 
the society by S. S. Oreen ; also a beautiful Bible and 
hymn-book presented by the Young Qentlcmen's 
Charitable Association connected with the church. 

The corner-stone of this church was laid July 25, 
1853, with appropriate ceremony, as follows: 1, re- 
marks, by Rev. A. B. Wheeler; 2, reading of the 
Word, by Rev. Paul Couch ; 3, singing ; 4, prayer, by 
Rev. T. B. Qurney; 5, benediction. 

Previous to the benediction occurred the ceremony 
of depositing a tin box in one of the corner founda- 
tions of the tower, which contained the following : 

Records of the Second Methodist Church in North 
Bridgewatcr; names of original and present nionibcrs 
of the Second Conference ; ofliccrs of the Sabbath- 
school ; trustees of the church ; building committee ; 
architect and master-builder ; pastors of the various 
churches in town ; copies of order of exercises on the 
occasion ; minutes of the Providence Annual Confer- 
ence; missionary report of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church ; Sabbath-school report ; discipline of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church ; copies of Zions Herald^ 
Church Advocate and Journal^ MUtionary Advocate^ 



SaMHUh-&hooI AdvoctUe, North UrUlgcionttr Ga^ 
zctte, 

Tliis house was dedicated to the worship of God 
June 1, 1854, with the following order of exercises, 
commencing at ten and a half o'clock : 

1, voluntary, on the organ ; 2, reading of the 84th 
Psalm, by Rev. Oeorge W. Steams ; 3, voluntary, by 
the choir; 4, reading of the 964th hymn of the Meth- 
odist Collection, by Rev. J. B. Oould ; 5, reading of 
Solomon's prayer at the dedication of the t«niple (1 
Kings viii.), by Rev. J. Mather; 6, dedicatory prayer, 
by Rev. F. Upham ; 7, voluntary, by the choir ; 8, 
sermon, by Rev. Miner Raymond (principal of Wil- 
braham Academy), text, 1 Tim. i. 15, — ''This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ;" 
9, concluding prayer, by Rev. I. J. P. CoUyer ; 10, 
reading of the 970th hymn, by Rev. W. T. Harlow. 

The sermon was spoken of as a masterly exposition 
and defense of the cardinal doctrines of the gospel as 
taught by that denomination. 

Pews were sold to the amount of sixteen thousand 
dollars a short time aAcr the dedicsition, and every- 
thing bade fair for a prosperous and useful society. 

This cliureh was blessed with a groat revival in 
January, 1843, the result of which was, large num- 
bers were added to the church, and a flourishing Sab- 
bath-school organised March 2, 1842. 

Superintendents of the Sunday-school have been 
as follows: Liberty Packard, Arba Pratt, L. K. C. 
Looinis, Uicliard P. Thurston, Israel Packard, Henry 
Baylies, Charles Worth, Philip Reynolds, Rufus L. 
Thacher, John Filoons, Qeorge M. Copeland, Uriah 
Macoy, Edwin Sawtell, J. B. Wiswell, Cyrus P. Cope- 
land, E. T. Sampson. 

The church organization for 1884 is as follows: 
Rev. A. P. Palmer, pastor ; C. F. Copeland, A|M)la8 
Eaton, C. Barney Rounds, Oeorge M. Copeland, F. 
S. Reynolds, W. E. Beid, William A. Pannenter, 
Charles Hartwell, Jr., J. H. Dickinson, stewards; 
Sanford Winter, president; D. B. Lovell, seeretary; 
Philip Reynolds, treasurer ; N. S. Holmes, Edwin Saw- 
tell, Asa Snow, Uriah Macoy, C F. Copelaml, Henry 
L. Thompson, trustees; N. S. Holmes, Philip Ri^y- 
nolds, W. U. Gray, J. W. Jameson, Mrs. A. 1*. Pal- 
mer, E. T. Sampson, superintendent of the Sunday- 
school. 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Gampello. — In 

1879 the number of attendants upon the Methodist 
Church worship in the central village of Broekton 
had become so numerouH, and the many inconveni- 
ences of attendance on all the ineetings were such, 
that a few members thought the time had arrived 
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w1i(!ti thifl (liMiominiUittii Rliould liiivon oliiirch of thoir 
own in Campollo. Accordin«!;1y, Rev. John Livesey, 
a preadicr, who Imd formerly supplied in the First 
Church at the " West Shares," was appointed to 
preach to the people of Canipello by the New England 
Southern Conference of Methodist Churches, formerly 
known as the Providence Conrcrence. Services wore 
commenced by preaching in " Huntington Hall/* on 
Main Street, in the early part of 1879. On the 18th 
day of May of that year John Montgomery, a well- 
known and active member of the Second Church in 
the village, was appointed class- leader. The first 
year the church numbered fifly-four members, which 
has increased to a membership of one hundred and fifty 
members, and is nipidly incrca.sing with the growth 
of the city. 

In 1880 a lot of land was purchased on the south 
side of South Street, sufficiently large for a church 
and parsonage buildings. William S. Qreen and 
fleorgc R. Pierce were building committee. A neat 
wooden building, forty-five by sixty feet, with an ad- 
dition of twelve by twenty, was erected, surmounted 
with a small tower, in which is a bell. 

Philip Reynolds, of Brockton, contributed one 
thousand dollars to the general building fund. 

The interior is furnished with a good cabinet organ, 
manufactured by George Woods & Co., a neat black- 
walnut pulpit, pn*sentcd by George M. Coi)oland, of 
Brockton, and chairs inclosed within a rail, of the 
same material. It eont4iinH sittings for three hundred 
persons, in fifly-eight pews. In 1883 the society 
added a two-story parsonage at an expense of twenty- 
five hundred dollars. The church cost about five thou- 
sand dollars, besides the improvements now being 
made in the raising of the church building and adding 
a vestry. 

Since the orgsinization was started it has had the 
kind assistance, co-operation, and good wishes of all 
the other churchoH, and is in a flourishing condition, 
bidding fair to become a large society. 

The following persons have been their pastors from 
the (M)mniencenient : 

Rev. John Livescy, April, 1879, to April, 1881 ; 
Uev. S. I<\ (^hase, April, 1881, to April, 1883; Rev. 
Augustus W. Kingsley, April, 1883, — is the present 
pastor. 

The following persons were officers the first year of 
the organ ixution : 

Trustoea, L. B. Pratt, Charles Peterson, John Mont- 
gomery, (icorg*'. A. llavtMi, Georgii 11. Pierce, Willard 
lloward, William 8. GriHMi, CharliiS II. Kidridge, 
Howard P. Keith ; Stewards, George A. Haven, 
George R. Pierce, James L. Robinson, Arthur P. 



Aldcn, John Montgomery; Soporintendents of Sun- 
day-schools, George R. Pierce, George S. Cobb. 

Rev. Augustus W. Kingsley was born in Mont- 
ville. Conn., Oct. 2, 1840, son of Charles and Bveiina 
(Spalding) Kingsley ; graduated at Middletown Uni- 
versity, Conn., 1863 ; joined the Providence Confer- 
ence, 18G8; settled in South Manchester, Conn., 
1868-70; in Bumside, Conn., 1873-75; with Hope 
Street Methodist Church, Providence, R. I., 1876- 
78 ; Middleboro\ Mass., 1879-81 ; in Burnside, 
Conn., 1882 ; in Campello, Mass., 1883-84. 



CHAPTER VII. 

SOUTU CONGREGATIONAL SOOIBTY AND CHURCH. 

South Congregational Society — First Meeting- House— Dedioa- 
tion of the Second Meeting-House — Moderators of Sooietj 
Meetings — Committee of the Societj — Clerks — Treasurers- 
List of Society Oflioors for the year 1884 — South Congr^a- 
tional Church — Church Faith and Corenant — Ministry of 
Rev. .John Dwight — Ministry of Ror. Daniol Iluntln/^ton — 
Ministry of Rer. David Teraple Paolcard — Ministry of Rev. 
Charles W. Wood— Ministry of Rev. LevereU S. Woodworth 
— Ministry of Rev. John T. Blades — Deacons of the South 
Congregational Church. 

South Congregational Society. — This soeiety 
was composed of nieiiibcrs who belonged to the First 
CoDgrcgational Society, in the Centre Village, under 
the pastoral care of Rev. Paul Couch. The people 
in the southerly portion of the town having become 
quite numerous, and the inconvenience of attending 
constantly upon public worship at such a distance 
(one and a half miles) was such that a new and more 
convenient means was thought of. Hence, after much 
consultation and many meetings, thirty-four persons 
petitioned to a justice of the peace to call a meeting 
for the purpose of organizing them into a new society. 
The following persons were the original members : 



Josiah W. Kingman, 
ficla Keith. 
Ziba Keith. 
])onjamin Keith. 
Axor Packard. 
Tlioiiias PiM^kard. 
Charles Keith. 
Jason Keith. 
Vinal Lyon. 
Isaac K. French. 
Cary lloward. 
Oliver .Tackson. 
Naliuin llaywanl. 
Pardon Knith. 
Jonathan Sncll. 
A hi j ah Holmes. 
Gal Tin Hatch. 



John W. Snell. 
Albert Hunt. 
By Ivan us French. 
Davis Kingman. 
(Miarlcs Williams. 
.Inhn Millctt. 
Stafford Drake. 
Robert Packard, Jr. 
Aaron B. Drake. 
Stephen D. Soule. 
Bphralm Jackson. 
Abijah Thayer. 
Josiah Dunbar. 
Freeman Holmes. 
Fearing W. Dent. 
Jonas Keith. 
Zina Hayward. 
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Agreeable to the petition above referred to, Hon. 
J0680 Perkins, Esq., issued a warnint calling a meet- 
ing, to bo held at the house of Bcla Keith, Esq., 
Dee. 3, 18HG, at one o'clock p.m., when the following 
officers were chosen : Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., mod- 
erator ; Jason Keith, clerk ; Charles Keith, treasurer; 
Azor Packard, Ziba Keith, Charles Keith, parish 
oommittee. 

First Meeting-House. — The first step uken to- 
ward erecting a house of worship was to obtain a spot 
of land npon which to build. For this purpose, Isaac 
Keith gave the society the lot now owned and occupied 
by them, on the corner of South and Main Streets, 
Campello, on condition that they pay him the interest 
on the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, annually, 
until the decease of Mr. Keith and wife, then it was 
to become the property of the society. 

The first house of worship was built by subscription, 
and cost $4307.37, of which sum three thousand dol- 
lars only was subscribed. The house was built under 
the direction of Bela Keith, Esq., as master-builder, in 
1836, who paid the balance ($1307.37) over the sub- 
scription. The frame was raised July 4, 183G, was a 
plain, substantial building, sixty foct in length, forty- 
tlinu) foot in width, and twenty-one feet poHt^, with a 
spire eighty-five feet in height, and a bell weighing 
one thousand and thirty-two pounds, manufactured by 
George Holbrook, of East Medway, Mass. The house 
had sixty pews, besides the choir gallery. The base- 
ment was used as a vestry for evening meetings. 

Dedication of the Second Meeting-House. — On 
the 23d day of May, 1853, the people of Cam- 
pello were visited by one of the most disastrous fires 
that ever occurred in the county, destroying several 
buildings, among which was their house of worship. 
The time had come, something must be done, — no 
pastor, no house in which to hold their meetings. 
The people of that place, always enterprising, did not 
long remain thus. A meeting of the parish was 
called June 1st. At this meeting a oommittee of five 
were chosen to proceed at once in the erection of a 
house, namely, Bela Keith, Martin L. Keith, Cary 
Howard, Aaron 6. Drake, Vinal Lyon, with Josiah 
W. Kingman, Esq., and Dr. Horatio Bryant as an 
advisory oommittee. This committee set themselves 
immediately at work, the result of which was the 
erection of the present edifice, which is of wood, 
painted in imitation of freestone, eighty-four feet 
long, fifty-six feet wide, with posts forty feet high, 
and a spire one hundred and eighty-five feet high. 

The spire of the church, as first erected, was blown 
down in the great snow-storm of January, 1857. 
The present spire is one hundred and thirty-five feet 



high. Rebuilt by W. 11. Peniiiman, of South Brain- 
tree. 

On entering the building, we find on the first floor 
one large vestry, one small vestry, and a large, car- 
peted, well-furnished room for the use of the " Ijadies' 
Benevolent Society.*' Ascending from the main en- 
trance, on either side, a very easy flight of steps, we 
find ourselves in a vestibule, from which we ascend 
to the choir-gallery or enter the auditory. The in- 
terior aspect of this house is fine. The spacious 
floor, well-arranged slips, neatly carpeted and up- 
holstered, the chaste and elegant pulpit, manufac- 
tured by Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., was of roaewood, 
of an elegant design, and polished in the highest style, 
and the finely frescoed walls, gave the place an air of 
pleasantness quite in contrast with the churches of 
earlier days. 

The original outlay in the oonstruetion of this 
house was sixteen thousand dollars. It is built in 
the Romanesque style of architecture, from plans 
drawn by Messrs. Towle & Foster, of Boston. The 
builder was Mr. William Drake, of Stoughton. The 
bell was cast at the foundry of Mr. Q(M>rge Holbrook, 
of East Modway, Mass., and weighs thirty-two hun- 
dred pounds. A marble- faced clock was pri'Sitnt-tHl 
to the society by Henry K. Keith, in 1854, which 
was placed in front of the choir-gallery. Benjamin 
Franklin Hayward, Freeman Howland Shiverick, and 
Samuel French were a committee appointed to make 
arrangements for the ordination and dedication, which 
took place on Thursday, Sept. 21, 185-1, with the 
following appropriate exercises : 

Music; invocation and reading the Scriptures, by 
Rev. S. L. Rookwood, of Hanson ; prayer, by Rev. 
James W. Ward, of Abington ; hymn, read by Rev. 
Isaac C. White, of Abington. 

" Here, in thj name, eternal Qod, 

Wo build iliiM oartlily lioutfo tor llioo; 
Oh ! ohoote it for thy fixed abode, 
And guard it long fh>m error free. 

** Here, when thy people seek thj face, 
And dying tinners pray to liire, 
Hear, thou, in hearen, thy dwelling-plaoe. 
And whon thou hearest, Lord, forgiire. 

" Here, wlien thy messengorf proolalm 
The bloued gospel of thy Son, 
Still by the power of his groat name, 
Be mighty sigus and wonders done. 

** When children's voioes raise the song, 
Hosanna I to their heavenly King, 
Lot heaven with earth the strain prolong, 
Hosanna i let the angels sing. 

** But will, indeed, Jehovah deign 
Hero to abide, no transient guost? 
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Hore will our great Redeemer reign, 
And here the Holy Spirit rest ! 

** Tlij glory never hence depart ! 

Tet choose not, Lord, this house alone; 
Thy kingiioni come to every heart, 
In every bosom fix thy throne.'' 

Seriuon, by Rev. Ezekiel Russell, D.D., East Ran- 
dolph ; anthem ; dedicatory prayer, by Rev. Richai-d 
S. Storrs, D.D., of Braintrec ; anthem ; closin*; prayer, 
by Itov. Richard S. StorrH, D.D., of Hraiutrcc; an- 
them ; benediction. 

Since the above dedication the society has increased 
rapidly, requiring more pew accommodations, and the 
few public-spirited individuals of the church, of which 
thoro is no lark in C:iinp<)llo, (^ontribnUMi onon^h to 
ndtl to the lon^th cm tlu* west cn<l of the building, in 
wliich was placed the organ, in the rear of the pulpit. 
A new pulpit and furnishings were introduced, to- 
gether with otiier improvements inside, such as fresco- 
ing the walls and ceiling, piping the house for gas- 
lights, etc., rendering the, house more attractive and 
roomy than it wax originally. The grounds around 
the building have boon newly graded, a new fence sur- 
rounding the lot, which has granite curbstones and con- 
crete walks. In fine, the church and society has been 
prosperous, and are in good standing, financially and 
otherwise, in the dcnominatiun to which they belong. 

MOI)1?llAT01l><. 

Annual meetings and moderators of the South 
Congregational Society, Canipello: 

Deo. 3, 1836. Josiah W. Kingman. 
March 7, 1837. " " 

April 9, 1838. Lemuel B. Ilatoh. 

" 1, 1839. Davis Kingman. 
March 27, 1840. " " 

April 12, 1841. Joriah W. Kingman. 

18, 1842. Davis Kingman. 

1, 1813. Ghnrics Keith. 
8, 1844. 

March 31, 1845. 

April 6, 1840. Benjamin Keith. 

7, 1847. Charles Keith. 
17, 1848. " " 
in, 1849. Bola Keith. 

8, 1850. 

19, 1851. 
April 12, 1852. 

11, 1853. 

14, 1854. 

9, 1855. 
7,1850. 

13, 1857. Josiah W. Kingman. 

2, 1858. •' " 
II, I85U. lUisfioll Aldeit. 

0, 1800. n. 11. (Irny. 

15, I HO I. Hniti K««ith. 

14, IM02. .loxiah W. Kingman. 

20, 1803. Daniel Dunbar. 
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April 


IL 1864. 


Nelson J. Foss. 


It 


8, 1865. 


Daniel Dunbar. 


II 


23, 1866. 


Aaron B. Drake. 


tl 


15, 1867. 


Daniel Dunbar. 


II 


27, 1868. 


It II 


It 


26, 1869. 


tl It 


tl 


18, 1870. 


It II 


It 


24, 1871. 


It . tl 


It 


24, 1872. 


Galen PratL 


II 


4, 1873. 


Daniel Dunbar. 


II 


1.3, 1874. 


It t< 


March 31, 1875. 


tl II 


It 


29, 1876. 


Dr. William Richards. 


April 


2, 1877. 


It It 


II 


9, 1878. 


8. Franklin Packard. 


tl 


7, 1879. 


Dr. William Richards. 


tt 


16, 1880. 


8. Franklin Packard. 


tt 


18, 1R8I. 


It It 


tt 


4, I8H2. 


Warron T. Copeland. 


It 


10, 1K83. 


It tl 


It 


18, 1884. 


It II 



COMMITTEES. 

Committee of the South Congregational Society, 

Cainpello : 

ABor Packard, 1830, '37, '44. 

Zibtt Keith. 1830, '38, '44, '47, 'CO. 

Charles Keith, 1830, '37, '40, '48, '49. 

Capt. Robert Packard, 1837, '39, '46, '51, '60, '76. 

Zina Ilayward, 1838, '43, '45. '46, '49, '60, '68, '74. 

Davis Kingman. 1838, '42, '44. 

Josiah W. Kingman, 1839, '45, '46, '47, '48, '52, '54, '63, '69. 

Lemuel B. Hatch, 1839. 

Cary Howard, 1840, '48, '59. 

Franklin KoiUi, 1840, '(,:., '74. 

BolaKoith, 1841, '51, '02. 

Pardon Keith, 1841, '4.3, '40. 

Donjamin Keith. 1841, '50, '51. 

Calvin Hatch, 1842. 

Samuel French, 1842, '62. 

Abijah Holmes, 1843, '50. 

Nelson J. Foss, 1847, '52, '56, '63, '69. 

Bylvanus Keith, 1849, '58, '63, '78. 

Martin L. Keith, 1850, '53. 

Russell Aldoti, 1852, '60, '50. 

Anson Morso, 1853. 

Albert Keith, 1863, '71. 

Freeman H. Shiverick, 1864. 

Ar«a B. Koith, 1854, '57, '65, '67, '69, '70. 

Bradford Kingman, 1856. 

Samuel D. Keith, 1855, '66, '70. 

Sidney Pnckard, 1850, '01. 

Daniel Dunbar, 1857, '72. '77. 

Benjamin F. Hay ward, 1857. 

Barnabas H. Gray, 1858, '73. 

Robert H. Packard, 1858. 

Harrison Bryant, 1859. 

Charios P. Keith, 1801. 

Henry Jackson, 1801. 

Jonathan C. Keith, 1802, '63, '68. 

Voted to elect four committne this year (1863). 

OtisOobb, 1864, '81, '82, '83. 

Dr. J. F. Richards. 1804. 

(Irorgo Sawyer, 1804, '07, '70. 

Caleb H. Packard, 1865, '81, '82. 

Henry 8. Keith, 1865. 
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WillUm S. Snell, 1866. 

Oh»rlef II. Cole, 1866, '80. 

8. Fraoklin Pftokard, 1867, '70. 

ZIba C. Koiib, 1808, '71, '77, '88. 

NiUlian II. Woiliburii, 1871, '78. 

George Oharcbill, 1872, '80. 

Daniel N. Keith, 1872, '70. 

A. B. Manton, 1878. 

John M. Wentworth, 1878. 

Charles W. Baoon. 1874. 

Preston B. Keith, 1875. 

Bdmund B. Fanning, 1875, '73,' '84. 

Laeas W. Alden, 1875. 

Edwin Keith, 1876, '84. 

George U. Keith, 1876, '81, '82. 

BufuB P. Keith, 1877. 

Anstin C. Paokard, 1878. 

Flavel B. Keith, 1879. 

Warren T. Gopeland, 1880. 

Joshua Reed, 1884. 

CLERKS. 

Clerks of the South Congregational Society, Cani- 
pello : 

Jason Keith, 1836, '37, '38, '30, '40. 

Cary Howard, 1841, '42, '43, '44, '45, '46, '47, '48, '49, '50. 

Dr. Horatio Bryant, 1851, '52, '53. 

Albert Keith, 1854, '55, '56, '57, '58, '59, '60, '61, '62, '63, '64, 

'65, '66, '67, '68, '69, '70, '71, '72, '73, '74, '75, '76, '77, '78, 

'79, '80, '81, '82, '83.1 
Myron L. Keith, 1884. 

TREASURERS. 

Treasurers of the South Congregational Society, 
Campello : 

Charles Keith, 1836. 
Jason Keith, 1837. 
Lemuel B. Hatch, 1839. 
Cary Howard, 1840, '41. 

Josiah W. Kingman, 1842, '43, '44, '45, '46, '47, '48, '49, '50. 
Spenoer W. Noyei, 1851. 
Benjamin Keith, 1852, '53. 
Samnel French, 1854, '55, '56, '57. 
Freeman H. Shiverick, 1858. 
Mary K. Keith (?). 
Nelson J. Foss, I860. 
Asra B. Koith, 1862. 
Daniel Dunbar, 1863, '64. 

George Sawyer, 1865, '66, '67, '68. ('69, 70 no record.) 
8. Franklin Paokard, 1871, '75, '78, '79, '80, '81, '82, '83, '84. 
Franklin Keith, 1872. 
Preston B. Keith, 1872. 
George E. Keith, 1873. 
William S. Green, 1874. 
Anstin C. Paokard, 1876, '77. 

George W. Paokard, 1877. (A. C. Paokard elected to fill his 
place.) 

LIST OF SOCIETY OPFICEHS FOR THE YEAR 1884. 

Rev. John T. Blades, pastor; Kdmund B. Funning, 
Edwin Keith, Joshua Reed, parish oommitteo ; Myron 
L. Keith, clerk ; S. Franklin Packard, treasurer and 
collector ; Preston B. Keith, superintendent of Sun- 
day-school ; Alvin Howe, sexton. 

> A vote of thanks to Mr. Keith was passed April 18, 1884, 
for thirty years of faithfVil senrice as clerk of the society. — B. K. 



South Oongregatioiud Ohnrch (Oampello). — 
The society having been duly organised, and a house 
of worship erected, it was thought best to form a 
new church aiuong thoinsolviMi. Fur this puqHiMo 
the following persona made application to be dia- 
miaaed fh>m the First Church, with suitable testi- 
monials, to be formed into another charoh, and to 
use a similar creed as the one which they leave: 
Sylvanus French, Mercy B. Keith, Abigail Keith, 
Olive Jackson, Martha Keith, Charles Koith, Mehit- 
abel Keith, Ziba Koith, Polly Keith, Mary Keith, 
Sylvia Howard, Iluldah Howard, Kexiah Ilayward, 
Charles Williams, Zilpha Hatch, Joeiah W. Kingman, 
Joanna Packard, Robert Paokard, Sarah Packard, 
Mary Packard, Josiah Dunbar, Sybil Dunbar, Anna 
Dunbar. This request was granted. A council was 
next called, for the purpose of organisation, which 
met at the house of Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., on 
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 1837, at one o'clock p.m., at which 
time and place it took the name of the ** South Con- 
gregational Church,*' of North Bridgewater. 

The members of the council present at the organi- 
sation of the church in Cain|MUo, Jan. 3, 1837, were 
as IbllowH : 

First Church in llandolph: llcv. Culvin Hitcli- 
cock, pastor ; W. Thayer, delegate. 

Church in East Bridgewater : A. Shaw, delegate. 

First Church of North Bridgewater: Rev. Paul 
Couch, pastor ; Dr. Abel W. Kingman, delegate. 

Rev. Calvin Hitchcock was moderator. 

llov. Paul Couch, scribe. 

The following Articles of Faith and Covenant were 
adopted by them at that time : 

Artiolks of Faith aitd Oovhhaht. 

** Oonf—ion of Faith and Covmiant of the South Congrtgaticmal 
Church, North liridgewattTf Maw. 

** We solemnly profess our unfeigned belief of tlie Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old and Now Testaments, as giren by divine inspi> 
ration ; our aoooptanoe of all the doetrines oontainotl in thom, 
and our submission to the whole will of God, thorein rerealed. 
Partioularly, we profess to believe that the Lord Jehovah, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Qhost, is the one living and true 
Ood ; that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God, essentially 
equal with the Father, and the only Saviour of men ; that the 
Holy Ghost is also God, and that he is the only SsnoUfter of 
those who believe in Christ to the salvation of their souls. 

** We boliove that, in oonsequenoe of the fall of man from his 
primitivo Ktato of innoucnoe, all the human raoo, while unrogen- 
enito, are destitute of hulinoss, and thoroforo that a renovation 
of liMtrt, during the present life, through sanctification of the 
Spirit of God, is neoessary to fit mankind for union and oom- 
munion with the visible Church of Christ on earth, and for 
admittance into the kingdom of heaven. 

" We believe that, in order to effect our deliverance from the 
liondago of corruption and from tho curse uf tho law, under 
which we all have fallen by transgression, the Kternal Word, 
who in the beginning was with QoH, and was God, was made 
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flnnh, Ami dwelt aiiinng men on cnrtli, uniting vritli lii* dirinity 
tho ifbole liiiinnu nature (yot witliout Rin) in tlio person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. That this mysterious and adorable person- 
age, having magnified and honored the divine law by his doo- 
trine and example, at length died on the cross, the just Tor the 
anjust, that ho might bring us to God, and that it is through 
the olTioaey of his propitiatory snerifice alone his people obtain 
the divine favor and blessing. 

"Wo boliovo that, having thus laid down his lifo, ho took it 
again, being declared the Son of Qod with power by the resur- 
rection from the doad, and that ho is now at tho right hand of 
tho Father, a prince and a Saviour, bestowing ropontanoo and 
remission of sins, through the agency of the Holy Spirit attend- 
ing the ministry of his word, on those whom the Father hath 
given him, in the everlasting oovenant of redemption, as a seed 
to serve him. 

" Wn ImOiovo that, whosixivor will may conic and partako tho 
bh^iwingN of thiH groat pal vat ion, as tlioy arc freely and sincoroly 
ofTcnxl ill tho (liMpol, yot that iioiio of <»iir a|K)8tiito raoo aro, of 
themselves, disposed to forsake sin and devote themsolvee to 
Qod, in heart and life, so that it rests with him, in the exercise 
of his sovereign wisdom and goodness, to have mercy on whom 
he will have mercy ; making his Gospel efToctual to their con- 
viction and conversion, by the attendant energy of his Holy 
Spirit. 

** Vfc believe that none who nre thus made partakers of the 
heavenly calling shall l>e finally deprived of tho grace which 
was given them in Christ Jesus before tho world bogan, but 
that they shall all be kept by the |K)wor of God, through faith 
unto salvation. 

" We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ shall appear again 
at the last day to judge the quick and dead ; that he will then 
receive to mansions of eternal rest all who have truly believed 
and obeyed his Gospel, and sentence to everlasting destruction 
from his proKenco, and from tho glory of his powor, all who 
have dit'd, or who shall then bo found living in im|>onitcnue 
and unbelief. 

** (Jorr.nniil, 

"numbly hoping that these truths have come, not only to 
our understanding but to our hearts, ' in powor, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance,' and that we have been enabled 
to receive them with that faith which purifies tlie heart and 
works by love, and in the exercise of that repentance which is 
unto life. We do now solemnly avouch the Lord Jehovah to be 
onr God, Josiis Christ, tho Son of God, to bo our Rodoomer, and 
the Holy Spirit to be our Sanctifier. 

*' Depending on divine grace for spiritual strength and com- 
fort, wo take the word of Go<1 as our only rule of faith ond 
practice, avowing it to bo our supreme desire and solemn deter- 
mination to seek his glory and his favor in obedience to all his 
holy will. Accordingly, we engage to unite in maintaining and 
attending on tho ministry of his word and onlinances, as he 
shall givo us ahilily and opportunity, to bo tliurcby odifiod in 
our holy faith. Wo submit ourselves, individually, to the broth- 
erly wal4jh and discipline of tho coniiuunity which wo hereby 
form, and mutually engage to watch over, to exhort, to assist, 
comfort, and admonish each other in brotherly love, as our rela- 
tion and circumstances may require." 

The next tliiDg done, after the formation of the 
church, was to find a man to preach to them. Af\cr 
lifuiriiif!: many candiihitcH, at a mooting hold Jan. 1), 
18157, the church and Hocicly "voted to f^ive Uev. 
Thtmias Kidder, of Walcrhury, Vt., a call to settle 
with them in the ministry, and to give him a salary 



of Five Hundred and Fifty Dollars per year." This 
call was not accepted. 

Ministry of Rev. John D wight. — Rev. John 
Dwight, of Medway, Mass., was then invited to be- 
come their pastor by a vote passed March 7, 1837, to 
whom the society offered six hundred dollars as a 
yearly salary. This was accepted, and Josiah W. 
Kingman, Esq., Ziba Keith, Deacon Jacob Fuller, 
and Bela Keith, Esq., were chosen a committee 
to make an:angeiuents for his installation. The 
day heing fixed for the ordination, a council was 
called, who met at the house of Josiah W. Kingman,. 
Esq., consisting of the following persons, April 12, 
1837, namely: Rev. Jacob Ide, of West Medway, 
MuHH. ; Uev. Joseph Bennett, of Woburn ; Rev. 
Paul Couch, of North Bridgowater; Rev. Luther 
Sheldon, of Easton ; Rev. Baalis Sanford, of East 
Bridgewater ; Rev. James W. Ward, of Abington ; 
Rev. Jonas Perkins, of Braintree ; Rev. Calvin Hitch- 
cock, of Randolph ; Rev. Ebenezer Oay, of Bridge- 
water ; Rev. Calvin E. Park, of Stoughton ; and Rev. 
John Dwight was duly ordained as their pastor. 

Rev. John Dwight was born in Shirley, Mass., Jan. 
2, 1810 ; fitted for college at Woburn Academy ; taught 
school in Woburn two terms ; graduated at Amherst 
College in 1835 ; studied theology with Rev. Jacob 
Ide, D D., of West Medway, Mass. ; licensed to 
preach by the Mendon Association in the early part 
of 1837 ; received a call to settle over the South 
Church in Campello, Mass., in 1837 ; was ordained 
April 12, 1837 ; dismissed in March, 1839; installed 
over the Second Church in Plymouth, Mass., July 
18, 1841 ; dismissed in March, 1846; installed pastor 
of the church in North Wrentham, Mass., June 23, 
1853 ; dismissed April 1, 1856. He married Sarah 
Ann Hastings, of Boston, April 14, 1837, and has 
six children, all of whom reside at Massachusetts. 

Mr. Dwight labored with his people until Jan. 2, 
1839, when a council was called, as follows: 

Agreeable to letters missive from the South Church 
in North Bridgewater (Campello), an ecclesiastical 
council was held at the house of Josiah W. King- 
man, Eki|., on Wednesday, the second day of Janu- 
ary, 1839, for the purpose of considering the request 
of Mr. Dwight for a dissolution of the pastoral rela- 
tions between the church and people. The churches 
composing this council were as follows: 

Church of Stoughton : Rev. Calvin Park, pastor ; 
Deacon Fisher Gay, delegate. 

Church of Easton: Rev. Luther Sheldon, pastor; 
Deacon Harrison Mitchell, delegate. 

Church of West Randolph : Rev. Calvin Hitch- 
cock, pastor; Horatio B. Alden, delegate. 
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Church of Bridgewater : Rev. EbeDexer Oay, pas- 
tor ; Deacon Morton llkldy, delegate. 

Union Church of Kast and West Bridgewater: 
Rev. Btuilia Sanford, pastor; John Richarda, dele- 
gate. 

Church of East Randolph : Rev. Dennis Powers, 
pastor ; Abner Derby, delegate. 

First Church of Abington : Rev. J. W. Ward, 
pastor; Zibeon Packard, delegate. 

First Church of North Bridgewater: Eliphalet 
Kingman, delegate. 

Rev. Dr. Park was chosen moderator ; Rev. J. W. 
Ward, scribe. 

The council, after mature deliberation, voted, 

'' aDanimoasl jy Thai under the existing ciroumstanoes they 
deem it expedient that the pastoral relation between Mr. John 
Dwight and the South Ghureh in North Bridgewater be dis- 
solved. 

Voted, " unanimonsly, that this oonncil give the Rev. John 
Dwight a full and oordial reoommendation to the ohurehes of 
our Lord Jesus Christ as a pious, able, and devoted embassador 
of our Lord and Saviour. 

Voted, "That the oouncil deeply regret the prootioe frequent 
at the present day of the dissofution of the pastoral relations 
on trivial grounds as exooedingly injurious to lliu Intorosts of 
Uie pastor and ohurch, and the oauso of Zion, and do, therofuro, 
reoord their deoided and unanimous disapprobation of the 
prnotice. 

"The council tender to the Rev. John Dwight their oordial 
sympathies, now vacating this portion of his Master's vineyard, 
and pray that he may soon be stationed on some part of the 
walls of Zion, and where he may meet with distinguished suc- 
cess, employ his time and talents in advancing the best inter- 
ests of the churoh of Ood. 

*' They would also tender their oordial sympathies to this 
Church and Society, now left as sheep without a shepherd, and 
devoutly pray that the great Ilcnd of the church may continue 
to prosper and bless them and soon send tliem an undor-shep 
herd, who may break to them the bread of life. 

"Calvin P auk, Moderator. 
" J. W. Ward, Scnbe, 

" A true Copy. 

"Attest: Jasoh Ksith, OUrk," 

Ministry of Rbv. Daniel Huntington. — 
Various preachers were heard from that time until 
November, when, at a meeting of the societj, held 
Nov. 19, 1839, it was <' voted to unite with the 
church in giving Eev. Daniel Huntington, of New 
London, Conn., a call to become their pastor." Josiuh 
W. Kingman, Charles Keith, and Deacon Sylvanus 
French were chosen a committee to confer with Kev. 
Mr. Huntington, and offer him six hundred dollars 
salary, which o£fer being accepted, a council, consist- 
ing of Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., of Braintree; 
Rev. Ebenezer Gay, of Bridgewater; Rev. Luther 
Sheldon, of Easton ; Rev. Calvin Hitchcock, of Ran- 
dolph; Rev. Jonas Perkins, of Braintree; Rev. 
Baalis Sanford, of East Bridgewater ; Rev. Paul 



Couch, of North Bridgewater, was called for the pur- 
pose of installing hiin as their pastor, Jan. 1, 18*10. 
He continued to preach to tliis people till May, 1851, 
when Mr. Huntington, thinking the time find uimio 
for him to relinquish his kbors, '^ that some one might 
fill his place whose influence might the more effectu- 
ally call forth its resources, and more equalise the 
pecuniary liabilities,'* asked that a council be called 
to consider the question of his dismission, which was 
granted. A meeting of the church and society was 
hbld, and a strong opposition to his dismission being 
manifested, the oouncil unanimously declared them- 
selves '^ happy to find, in the light of all the docu- 
ments before them, and the verbal assurances given 
them by the pastor on the one hand, and the com- 
mittee of the church and society on the other, that 
there is no sufficient ground for such action a.s is indi- 
cated, by the letter missive, in the existing circum- 
stances of the parties concerned ;" and Mr. Hunting- 
ton finally withdrew his resignation, and continued to 
supply the pulpit as before u/.til the regular yearly 
meeting, April 18, 1858« when he was requested to 
resign his |K>8i(ion. He therefore tendered his resig- 
nation to the church at u meeting held May 2, 1853, 
and aski^d for a council to 1m) (xinventul f(»r the pnr|MiHe 
of his dismission. The following persons composed 
the council, viz. : 

First Church in Braintree: Riehard S. Storrs, D.D., 
pastor; Jonathan Wild, M.D., delegate. 

Union Church of Weymouth. and Braintree: Rev. 
Jonas Perkins, pastor. 

Trinity Church of Bridgewater : Rev. David Brig- 
ham, pastor ; Oliver Allen, delegttte. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater : Rev. 
Baalis Sanford, pastor; Deacon Nathan Whitman, 
delegate. 

First Church of Abington : Rev. James W. Ward, 
pastor ; Joshua Whitmarsh, delegate. 

The council was organised by the ciioice of Rev. 
Dr. Richard S. Storrs as moderator, and Rev. James 
W. Ward as scribe. 

This council met at nine o'clock a.m.. May 11, 
1853, when the relation between pastor and people 
was dissolved. AAcr due delibenition the council 
came to the following result : 

" DotibtluM ttuflioiunt reasons inaj exist Tor the dissolution of 
the pastoral relation, indopenUentlj of Providential oalls to sta- 
tions of increased responsibilitj, and of the summons to give ao- 
oount of one's stewardship at the tribunal of Qod. The failure of 
health, the loss of intelleotual vigor or moral character on the part 
of the pastor; the unfriendliness of influential individuals, tho 
exhausted rosouroos of clniruh and oongrogittion, or tho long 
and toliil suspension of divino inlluenous, may indiualo tho ux- 
pedienoy, not to say the necessity, of terminating the oonneo- 
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tion between the pnttor And bin (look. Bron in onses like tboso, 
it is more tban probable tbat, ba<i |»alionco its perfect work, and 
were a more bumble rolinnce on (iod mnintainod, tbe plea of ex- 
]>odiencj or ncoesnity would be nullified by tbe onward progress 
of time. But in tbe onso before tbe oouncil to-day, noitbor fail- 
ure of bealtb, loss of intellectual vigor nor moral obaraoter, — 
noitbor individual unfriendliness, exbaustcd resources, nor want 
of suocees in tbe ministry, is or can be urged as tbe ground 
either of tbe tender or aeceptanoe of tbe pastor's resignation ; 
bis bealtb never was better ; bis ebaraoter, in wbatever aspect 
Tiewed, has never stood bigber, nor has be an acknowledged 
enemy wilbin tbe cbiirrb or outside of if, and tlio ctingrogation 
has iMsen gniwing in wealth ever since be came to it, while tbe 
ehnrob has doubled its numbers; he loves his people warmly, 
and with one consent they profess to reciprocate bis love. Such 
is the testimony, l>otb of those who wish tbe pastoral relation 
dissolved, and those whodepreoate tbe means; and yet, at their 
mutual request, this council is assembled to 'advise and assist' 
in tbn «|U0Htion of bis diKniissloii. 

" After previous advice, kindly given and received two years 
ago, but now overlooked, and without any important change in 
tbe circumstances of tbe parties, nothing remains to tbe ooun- 
eil but, agreeably to tbe earnest request of tbe pastor and tbe 
eorres|»onding action of the cliurob without Ibo aKHigniiiont of 
any satisfactory reas<ms on tbe part of tbe church, to declare 
tbe pastoral relation hitherto i<ul)si8ting between llev. D.Hunt- 
ington and the South Church in North Bridgewater to be dis- 
solved by their mutual agrooment. While making this decla- 
ration, the council frol l>ound, by regard to tbe honor of tbe 
ministry and tbe sacredness of truth, to affirm of the pastor, in 
accordance with tbe statements made to them, that for no fault 
of his own is this dissolution aocompliobed. That having been 
long tried and well known to all tbe pastors and churches of the 
region round about, as a man of unblemished character, a Chris- 
tian of deep experience,a minister of uncommon talent, fidelity, 
auil alliMilionaltMieHH, and a nuNlol of UKHikneHM, HoltibiuiHl, and 
devotcdncss to tbe interests of Zton, bo |>os8eMcs our entire con- 
fidence and warmest love; and be is hereby most cordially and 
unreservedly commended to tbe fraternal regards of all minis- 
ters and churches among whom bis future lot shall be oast, as 
well as to the safe conduct of ' Him who dwelt in tbe bush,' and 
led his people of old into the promised land. 

"And most oordially do the council sympathise with those 
specially afflicted by tbe bereaving event of this day. Most 
deeply do they lament existing trials, whether real or imagin- 
ary ; and most afloctionately advise to a more patient waiting 
on Qod in tbe future, and a firmer reliance on his almighty 
arm in sup|iort of tbe ministry of bis appointment. And 
if bo fdmll give you another pastor bereaflcr, as we fervently 
hope and pray, may be be equally a man of God's own heart as 
the man you lose to-day, and a man whoso instructions shall 
be as pure, whose life shall be as exemplary, whose spirit shall 
be as aflTectionnte, whose fidelity shall be as clear to all men, and 
whose success shall be far more abundant in eradicating the love 
of money, which is the root of all evil, in winning souls to Christ 
and filling heaven with hallelujahs to the Lamb thnt was slain; 
and for this, may your faith and love grow exceedingly, and 
your labors nbound more and more, till yon shall be called to 
join the general nssembly and church of the first-born, whose 
names are written in heaven. 

** R. 8. Storrs, Moderator, 
"J. W. Waro, Scribe, 
** A True Copy. 

"Attest: Jamrh W. Ward." 

Rev. Daniel Huntington was tbe son of Gen. 



Jedediah, and grandson of Gen. Jabez Huntington, 
of Norwich, Conn., both of whom were generals in the 
army of the Revolution (1775), also brother of the 
late Rev. Joshua Huntington, of the Old South 
Church, Boston. He was born at Norwich, Conn., 
Oct. 17, 1788; graduated at Yale College, New 
Haven, Conn., in 1807 ; studied theology ; and was 
first' ordained at North Bridgewater, Oct. 28, 1812, 
where he remained as pastor of the First Congrega- 
tional Church until prostrating disease compelled him 
to retire from that field of labor, greatly to his own 
grief and that of a devoted church and society, in 
March, 1833, being dismissed by council March 27, 
1833. In May following, he removed his family to 
New London. After a brief respite from pastoral 
labors, he gained sufficient strength to gratify his fine 
literary taste in the instruction of successive classes of 
young ladies in the higher branches of an educational 
course while a resident of New London, the city of 
his birth and death. In this employment, combined 
with occasional preaching as returning health per- 
mitted, seven years passed away usefully and pleas- 
antly. At the end of this period his heart yearned for 
a return to the labors of his love ; and receiving an 
earnest call from a portion of his original church and 
congregation to take charge of them in the Lord, he 
cheerfully consented to the arrangement, and was re- 
ceived not only by them, but by the original church, 
and nil tlio churches and pastors who had known his 
going out and coming in in former years with open 
arms. His installation took place Jan. 1, 1840, where 
he continued to labor for thirteen years as a gospel 
preacher, winning souls to Christ, and making glad 
the hearts of all by his tender love and faithfulness. 
At the end of that period he tendered his resignation, 
May 2, 1853, which was accepted, and ho was per- 
mitted to retire to the home of his youth, and pass the 
evening of his days amid the scenes of his earliest as- 
pirations. From that day, for about six years, till near 
the time of his departure, he continued to preach the 
gospel " in season and out of season** as " the open 
door was set before him,*' all the while setting his 
house in order. At the moment when his Master 
called him he was diligent in business, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Ijord, preaching his last sermon to 
the mission church at Mohegan, just four weeks be- 
fore the messenger of death met him. 

The physical sufierings of his last days were very 
great, owing to the complicated diseases which, with 
fierce strength, assailed his delicate frame, but his 
patience and faith failed not, — no complaining or 
murmuring word fell from his lips, — his mind was 
dear and unclouded to the last. To the affectionate 
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daaghter who was iryiDg to arrange the pillows for 
his aching head he said, " Let me go, for the day 
breaketh," and to another, who asked if he would not 
lie down, he answered, '* Lay me down in Jesus* 
arms: * other refuge have I none.'" To a brother 
aooording to the flesh, who said to him, " I hope you 
can say, with the apostle, * I know in whom I have 
believed,* *' he replied, after a moment's pause, ** I am 
persuaded that he b able to keep that which I have 
committed to him against that day." Thus closed a 
life eminently devoted in its progress to the happi- 
ness of his ftimily and friondH, to the honor of his 
Redeemer, and the salvation of men, in peace, and 
the joyful hope of a glorious immortality. Mr. 
Huntington was a man of refined sensibilities, gen- 
erous sympathies, unfeigned humility, and extreme 
modesty (that imposed a restraint on the putting forth 
of his native genius), of pleasant aspect, voice, and 
manner, of genial humor, and gifted with good judg- 
ment. He sought to make home agreeable to chil- 
dren and guests ; as a man and companion, affable, 
courteous, and true ; a zealous defender of the faith, 
a clear, logical, earnest minister of the New Testa- 
ment. As a pastor he had few equals, being emi- 
nently kind, sympathizing, prudent, and studious. 
As a husband, father, brother, son, he was affection- 
ate and faithful, and greatly beloved in his domestic 
and social relations, — distingubhed above most others 
in consolation to the afflicted and bereaved. Hb 
preaching was such as might convince any one of hb 
sincerity and belief in those truths which he pro- 
fessed to believe. He sought not for abstruse mat- 
ters, hard to be understood, neither did he aim at 
beauty of style nor pomp of display, either in lan- 
guage or person, but was simple, earnest, scriptural, 
practical. Many must have felt, upon learning of 
hb death, that they had lost a friend. All who 
knew him will acknowledge that a good man has gone. 
Thus has ended the life of one who, when he first en- 
tered the ministry, declared his intention to continue 
in that profession, God permitting, to hb death, 
which took place at New London, Conn., May 21, 
1858. 

** Rest here, blest saint, till from bis tbrone 
Tbe morning break and pierce the sbsUe." 

Publications of Rev. Daniel Huntington : 
Sermon at the Funeral of Alpheus Packard, de- 
livered in the North Meeting-House in Bridgewater 
May 12, 1812. 

Discourse delivered in the North Meeting-House in 
Bridgewater (now Brockton), Dec. 22, 1820.* Being 
the Second Centennial Anniversary of the Landing ' 



of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. Pnblbhed by Ezra 
Lincoln, Boston. 

Sermon on the Oooasion of the Death of Rev. R. 
S. Storrs' Wife, Apnl 9, 1818. 

Discourse delivered before the Society for Promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge, May 26, 1824. 

A Memoir of Mary Hallam Huntington, hb 
Daughter. Publbhed by the American Sunday- 
School Union, Philadelphia. 

A full Account of tlie Great Revival in 1816 was 
published by him in the Houiim lietifmler of June 
10,1818. 

Address before the Pilgrim Society at Plymouth, 
Mass. 

Discourse delivered in the South Church in Cam- 
pello, Oct. 31, 1852, it being the Fortieth Anniver- 
sary of hb Ordination. 

A Poem on the Pleasures and Advantages of True 
Religion, delivered before the United Brothers* Soci- 
ety in Brown University on their Anniversary, Aug. 
31, 1819. 

Ministry of Rev. David Tkmplb Packard. — 
Rev. David Temple Packard, a native of the town, 
and who had juht completed his theological course of 
study, was the first nnnister settled in (ho new hous«^ 
lie was invited to supply them during the building 
of the new church by a vote passed April 18, 1854. 
Thb he continued to do in Salbbury Hall till the 
new vestry was finished, when services were held 
there on the Sabbath, and May 22, 1854, the society 
" voted to give Rev. David Temple Packard a call to 
settle with them in the ministry, and offer him 800 
Dollars as his Salary." Thb call he accepted, and he 
was ordained as their pastor Thursday, Sept. 21, 
1854. 

The churches represented in the council were as 
follows, viz. : 

First Church of Braintree : Rev. Richard S. Storrs, 
D.D., pastor; Klias Hay ward, delegate. 

Evangelical Congregational Church of Kaston : Rev. 
Luther Sheldon, pastor; Deacon N. T. Mitchell, 
del^ate. 

Union Church of Weymouth and Braintree : Rev. 
Jonas Perkins, pastor; Deacon E. H. Richards, 
delegate. 

Trinitarian Congregational Church, Bridgewater: 
Martin Weutwortli, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of North Bridge- 
water: Rev. Paul Couch, pastor; David Packard, 
delegate. 

Congregational Church of Hanson : Rev. S. L. 
Rock wood, pastor ; Deacon 0. F. Stetson, delegate. 

First Church of Falmouth : John Butler, delicto. 
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Porter Evangelical CImrch of North Bridgewater : 
Deacon Simeon Packard, delegate. 

Union CImrch of East and Wept Bridgewater: 
Deacon Charles Churchill, delegate. 

Fourth Church of Abington : Rev. Isaac C. White, 
pastor ; Elbridgc O. Ford, delegate. 

First Church of Yarmouth : Rev. Abel K. Pack- 
ard, psistor; Oliver Mathews, delegate. 

Mystic Church of Med ford : Rev. Jacob M. Man- 
ning, pastor ; J. W. Washburn, delegate. 

Central Church of Middleboro' : Rev. W. C. Dick- 
inson, pastor ; Abiel Wood, delegate. 

The following clergymen were also present by 
invitsition, vix. : 

Ji«v. KlKMM^xcr (Jay, of Bridgewater. 

Rev. Charles Livingston, of Plympton. 

Rev. Mr. Gurney, of St. Johnsbury, Vt. 

Rev. Mr. White, of Orleans. 

Rev. Joeiah L. Armes, of Mason, N. H. 

The council organized by the choice of Rev. Dr. 
Richard 8. Storrs, D.D., moderator, and Rev. W. C. 
Dickinson as scribe. The services on that occasion 
were as follows : 

1, reading of the Scriptures and invocation, by 
Rev. Abel K. Packard, of Yarmouth, Mass. ; 2, in- 
troductory prayer, by Rev. S. L. Rockwood, of Han- 
son ; 3, sermon, by Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., of 
Itrnintnu* ; 'I, ordaining prayer, by lUw. Jonas Per- 
kins, of Braiutree; 5, right hand of fellowship, by 
Rev. Jacob M. Manning, of Mcdford, Mass. ; 6, 
charge to the pastor, by Rev. Paul Couch, of the 
First Church in Brid^rewater ; 7, address to the 
People, by Rev. Luther Sheldon, D.D., of Easton ; 
8, concluding prayer, by Rev. Ebenezer Oay, of 
Bridgewater ; 9, benediction, by the pastor. 

The following hymn was sung on that ocoasioD : 

"We bid thee welcome in the name 
Of Jesui, oar exalted Head ; 
Come as a servant : so he came, 
And we receive thee in his stead. 

" Gome as a shepherd : guard and keep 
This fold from hell and earth and sin; 
Nourish the lambs, and feo^ the sheep; 
The wounded heal, the lost bring in. 

"Come as a watchman : take thy stand 
Upon thy tower amidst the sky ; 
And when the sword comes on the land, 
Call us to flght, or warn to fly. 

" Come as an angel : hence to guide 
A hand of pilgrims on Ihoir way ; 
ThatMtfoly walking at thy side, 

Wo fiiil not, fiiint not, turn, nor stray. 

*' Oouio ns a toaohor sent from (lod, 

Charged his whole counsel to declare; 
89 



Lift o'er our ranks the prophet's rod, 
While we uphold thy bands with prayer. 

** Come as a messenger of peace, 

Filled with the Spirit, fired with love; 
Live to behold our large increase, 
And die to meet us all abovb." 

Mr. Packard continued to preach to this people 
with ability, earnestness, and eminent success, having 
largo audiences, till Sept. 25, 1856, when he tendered 
his resignation. A council was called at his request, 
which was held Oct. 1, 1856, and the relation between 
pastor and people was dissolved, very much to the re- 
gret of the community. 

The following were members of the council called 
ill the dismission of Rev. David T. Packard : 

First Congregational Church of North Bridgewater : 
Rev. Paul Couch, pastor; Azel Ourney, delegate. 

Porter Evangelical Church of North Bridgewater : 
Rev. Charles L. Mills, pastor ; Jonathan Keith, dele- 
gate. 

Congregational Church of Easton: J. W. Morse, 
delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
Deacon John Soule, delegate. 

Trinitarian Church of East Bridgewater: Rev. 
Baalis Sanford, pastor; Deaoon Francis Packard, 
delegate. 

Church of Ilolbrook : Rev. Ezekici Russell, pastor; 
EraHtus Wales, delegate. 

The council having organised. Rev. Baalis Sanford 
was chosen moderator ; Rev. Esekiel Russell, scribe. 

After a hearing of all the facts presented, it was 

"Voted, That the Pastoral relation hitherto subsisting so 
happily between the Rev. David T. Packard and this ehnrch 
and people bo and is herebj dissolved. 

" The Council cannot withhold the expression of their deep 
regret that a connection formed some two years since, under 
circumstances so auspicious both for pastor and people, sealed 
by the eflfusions of the Spirit, and continued to the present hour 
strengthened and cemented by mutual affection and eeteem, 
should be so soon sundered. 

" Deeming themselves incompetent to decide upon the validity 
of the reasons assigned, and avoiding the assumption of that 
responsibility, they still, in view of all the elreumstanoet of the 
case, feel oonstrained to acquiesce in this result. 

"The impaired health of the Pastor's family, they trust, will 
soon l>o restored, and his usofulnoss continued in some other 
sphere. And they therefore commend him to the churchee of 
Christ as an able, faithful, beloved, and without a blemish in 
his christian or ministerial reputation. They also oommend the 
church and the people for the affection and kindness they have 
shown to their pastor, and commit them in their disappoint- 
ment and destitution to the care of the Qreat Shepherd. 

** B. lluasHMi, Seribt. 

" A true copy of mlnutos of Council. 

"NoiiTii UniDaHWATKK, Oct. I, 186G." 

Rev. David Temple Packard was born in North 



610 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



Bridgewator, Mass., Aug. 24, 1824 ; received a oom- 
mon-8ohool edaoation Id hb native towD; fitted for 
oollego under the tutorship of liev. Paul Couch, at 
the Adclphian Academy, North Bridgewater, and 
PhilHpe Academy, Andover, Mass. ; graduated at 
Amherst College, August, 1850 ; taught high school 
at East Braintree, Mass., one year; entered Bangor 
Theological Seminary, October, 1851, and graduated 
Aug. 30, 1854. After receiving two other calls, he 
accepted the call of the South Church, where he was 
ordained Sept. 21, 1854; dismissed Oct 1, 1856; 
from thence ho removed to the West, preaching at 
Rock Island, 111., and Davenport, Iowa ; returned to 
Massachusetts in 1858, and in June of that year 
commenced preaching for the First Congregational 
Society in Somerville, Mass. ; installed as pastor of 
that church and society Sept. 21, 1860; afterwards 
settled in Brighton, Mass., and Stockton, Cal., where 
he died from the effects of an accident. Mr. Packard 
married Abbie C. May hew, of Chesterfield, Me., July 
24, 1855. Children, Abbie Eliiabeth, March 8, 1857 ; 
Chester Mayhew, Sept. 2, 1860 ; died Aug. 26, 1862. 

Publications of Rev. D. Temple Packard : Sermon 
preached at Somerville, Massachusetts, on the national 
fast, entitled '' The Dawn of the Morning," Dec. 28, 
1862 ; published by Rand & Avery. 

The society were without a pastor from Oct. 1, 
1856, to Feb. 3, 1858, during which time various 
preachers were heard, and March 23, 1857, Rev. 
Samuel Fiske was invited to become their pastor, but 
declined. Again, July 13, 1857, an invitation was 
extended to Rev. C. D. Lothrop to settle with them 
as their gospel minister, nothing further having been 
done about this call. 

Ministry of Rbv. Charles W. Wood. — On the 
9th day of December, 1857, Rev. Charles W. Wood, 
of Ashby, Mass., was invited to become their spiritual 
loader and pastor. This invitation was accepted, and 
on the 3d of February, 1858, Mr. Wood was duly 
installed as pastor by a council called for that purpose. 
Jan. 11, 1858, Josiah W. Kingman, £2sq., Barnabas 
H. Gray, and Russell Alden, were chosen a committee 
of arrangements in relation to the installation of 
Mr. Wood. 

Pursuant to letters missive from the South Congre- 
gational Church in North Bridgewater, an ecclesiasti- 
cal council convened in the vestry of said church Feb. 
3, 1858, consisting of the following members : 

Church of Andover Theological Seminary : Rev. 
Austin Phelps. 

Church of South Braintree : Rev. Dennis Powers, 
pastor ; I. Davidson, delegate. 

Porter Evangelical Church, North Bridgewater: 



Rev. Charles L. Mills, pastor; Simoon Jjcaoli, dole- 
gate. 

Central Church of Middleboro*: Rev. Isaiah 0. 
Thaohor, pastor; I. M. Pickens, delegate. 

First Church of Abiogton: Rev. Frederick R. 
Abbe, pastor ; J. L. Nash, delegate. 

Second Church of Abiugton : Rev. Qcnry L. Ed- 
wards, pastor ; 0. O. Healey, delegate. 

Third Church of Abington: Rev. Horace D. 
Walker, pastor ; Deacon Z. L. Whitney, delegate. 

Union Church of East Bridgewater : Rev. Philo B. 
Wilcox, pastor ; Sidney Allen, delegate. 

Winthrop Church of Holbrook: Ste]phen Chess- 
man, delegate. 

The council was organised by the choice of Rev. 
Austin Phelps, moderator ; and Rev. H. D. Walker, 
scribe. 

After the usual examination of the candidate, the 
following services were arranged, vis. : Invocation and 
reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. Frederick R. Abbe, 
of Abington ; prayer, by Rev. Henry L. Edwards, of 
South Abington ; sermon, by Professor Phelps, of 
Andover Theological Seminary ; installing prayer, by 
Rev. P. B. Wilcox ; charge to the pastor, by Rev. 
Charles Ti. Mills, of the Porter Church, Nortli 
Bridgewater; right hand of fellowship, by Rev. 
Isaiah C. Thaoher, of Middleboro* ; address to the 
people, by Rev. Horace D. Walker, of Abington. 
The day was exceedingly pleasant, and the exercises 
of a very pleasing kind. The sermon was an eloquent 
production, and the choir performed their part in an 
admirable manner. 

Mr. Wood was a successful preacher and pastor of 
this church for fourteen years, till May 9, 1872, at 
which time he tendered his resignation, and asked for 
a council to dismiss him from his pustonil charge. 

Pursuant to letters missive from the South Con- 
gregational ist Church of Campello, an ecclcHiastical 
council was convened in the vestry of said church on 
Wednesday, at two o'clock p.m., June 5, 1872, which 
was organised by the choice of Rev. H. D. Walker, 
moderator; and Rev. J. C. Larrabee, scribe. The 
following persons dbmprised the council : 

Porter Evangelical Church of Bn>ckton : Deacon 
Simeon Packard, delegate. 

Trinity Church of Bridgewater: Rev. H. D. 
Walker, pastor ; Ijcwis Hopkins, delegate. 

First Church of Randolph : Rev. J. C. Larrabee, 
pastor; A. Wales, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Brockton : Rev. 
H. A. Stevens, pastor. 

The council having heard the case as presented 
to them by pastor and people, — 
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" Votoil, Tlint with );rcii( roliioLaiico wo Atlviro tlio dimoliition 
of tbc rolAlion oxiating between Rev. Mr. Wood and tlie church 
and parish." 

'* Votrd, Thnt the following should bo adopted : 

"The oouneil, having liotcned to the case as presented to 
thonty are conRtraiiicil to ndviKo the diHsolulton of the pa«lorato 
of Rev. Charles W. Wood over the church and society in Cam- 
pello. Thoj arrive at this conclusion most rcluolAntly^ for 
thus is sovorod a connection that has hari U|ton It tho smile of 
the Great Spirit of the church for fourteen years, and one that 
has retained in the circle of churches a minister of Christ, 
whose character and ability made his presence and ministra- 
tion a most welcome benediction. 

" Rarely does any man lire so long in any region and among 
any people, giving less ooeasion to gainsayers, and so univer- 
sally and deeply respected and beloved. We do most cordially 
and fully commend him to tho churches of Christ as nn able 
and failJifiil minislor of the f;f»Hpol, wise to win souls, tis iv man 
and citisen in all the relations of life, of great wisdom and abil- 
ity, whoso kindness of heart and rectitude of conduct have been 
a perpetual testimony for his master. 

" J. C. Larrabrr, Scribe. 

" Campello, Jane 5, 1872.' 
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Rev. Charles W. Wood was the son of Wilkes 
Wood ; married, first, Eliza Ann, daughter of llcv. 
Jonathan Bij^elow, of llochester, September, 1841 ; 
second, Mrs. Catherine S. Leuiist, dnu^rhter of Jona- 
than Clark, of Gilmanton, N. H. He had four chil- 
dren,— Charles II. W., Edward Clark, Emily Coth- 
erine, and Caroline Melville. 

Mr. Wood remained with this people fourteen 
years, having; been diKinisHed at his rc<|ucHt June 5, 
1872, and removed to Scotland, Bridgewater. lie 
was lM»rn in Middlohoro', Mjikh., Juno HO, 1814 ; fitted 
for collide at Plainfield Academy, Connecticut, and 
Pierce Academy, Middleboro*, Mass. ; graduated at 
Brown University, Providence, R. I., in 1834 ; gradu- 
ated at Andover Theological Seminary in 1838; or- 
dained at Ashby, Mass., October, 1839 ; at Campello, 
February, 1858 ; at Scotland, Bridgewater, where he 
now resides. 

Ministry of Rev. Leveeett S. Woodworth. 
— On the 19th day of January, 1874, it was " voted^ 
That this church extend to Mr. Leverett S. Wood- 
worth a call to become our pastor," which was ac- 
w'pied, niid S. V. Puckanl, U. 11. Gray, and Preston 
B. Keith were chosen a connnittc(^ to make arrange- 
nienlH for tho iiiHUillntioii. The following pci>«ons 
were members of the council : 

Beneficent Church of Providence, R. I.: Rev. 
James G. Vose, D.D., pastor; Deacon E. R. Holden, 
delegate. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater : Rev. H. 
]). Walker, pastor; Rev. Isaac Dunham, dele- 
gate. 

First Church of Brockton : Deacon John W. 
Kingman. 



Porter Evangelical Church of Brockton : Rev. R. 
G. S. McNeille, pastor; Isaac Kingman, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Stoughton : Rev. 
Thomas Wilson, pastor. 

Congregational Church of Lakeville : Rev. Charles 
W. Wood, pastor ; Deacon My rick Hastings, delegate. 

C(Higrcgational Church of Easton : Rev. A. S. 
Iludsoii, pastor ; Albert Drake, delegate. 

Congregational Church of Brighton : Rev. H. A. 
Stevens, pastor. 

First Congregational Church of Randolph : Rev. 
J. C. Larrabee, pastor ; A. Wales, delegate. 

The council met agreeably to notice at 1 .30 o'clock 
P.M., Oct. 29, 1874, and organized by the choice of 
Rev. Thomas Wilson, moderator, and Rev. J. C. Lar- 
rabee, scribe. 

The following was the order of exercises : 

1 , voluntary ; 2, reading the minutes of council ; 
3, invocation, by Rev. A. S. Hudson ; 4, reading of 
the Scriptures, by Rev. H. D. Walker; 5, anthem ; 
G, sermon, by J. G. Vose, D.D. ; 7, ordaining prayer, 
by Rev. II. A. Stevens; 8, hymn; 9, right hand of 
fellowship, by Rev. R. G. S. McNeille; 10, charge to 
the pastor, by Rev. Charles W. Wood; 11, anthem ; 

12, address to the people, by Rev. Thomas Wilson; 

13, prayer, by Rev. J. C. Larrabee; 14, hymn; 15, 
benediction, by the pastor. ^ 

Mr. Woodworth continued to preach to this church 
until Nov. 11, 1879, at which time he resigned, and 
a council wns called (o advise in the matter of his dis- 
mission. Deacon George Sawyer, N. H. Washburn, 
and George E. Keith were chosen a committee of 
arrangements. 

Pursuant to letters missive, the following churches 
were represented on the council : 

First Congregational Church of Abington: Rev. 
George E. Freeman, pastor; Alvin Vaughn, delegate. 

Porter Evangelical Church of Brockton : Rev. Z. 
T. Sullivan, pastor ; Deacon Simeon Packard, dele- 
gate. 

First Congregational Church of Brockton : Rev. H. 
L. Kclscy, pastor ; 0. F. Ijcach, delegate. 

The result of the council is as follows : 

" Voted unanimoHnlift That tho action of tho ohuroh and 
Parish be accepted and sanctioned, and that we deelare the 
pastoral relations between the Reir. L. S. Woodworth and this 
ohuroh and Parish terminated. 

" In reaching this conclusion we deeply regret the oircnm- 
stances that have led Drother ViToodworth to be willing to leare 
this field whore for fi?o years he has labored as a faithful, leal- 
ous and oflieient minister of the Lord Jesus ChrisL We express 
our hearty regrets at his departure from our midst, and com- 
mend him most earnestly to the confidence and fellowship of 
the brethren among whom his lot is oast. Wishing him great 
prosperity in his new field, and praying that the great Head of 
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the Oburoh to eror keep hiin und hie family under big loiriDg 
oare. We extend our waruieiii •ynipnthiee to ilio oliureh thui 
bereft of an oameei and faithful paiitor. Wishing llkowiao the 
graoiout guidanee of the Chief Shepherd as thej iball seek an- 
other to fill hit plaoo. 

" Rbv. Qmorgb B. FURHMAir, 

" Modtrator, 
''Rby. H. L. Kblut, i^crtfre." 

Ministry op Rev. John T. Blades. — The next 
pastor settled was Rev. John T. Blades, of Saco, Me., 
who was invited hy vote of the church on Jaly 19, 
1880. This call was accepted Aug. 18, 1880. Josiah 
W. Kingman, Esq., N. H. Washhurn, and Deacon S. 
Franklin Packard were chosen a committee of the 
church to make arrangements for the installation. On 
the 14th of September, 1880, a council was called at 
two o'clock P.M., composed of the following members : 

South Church of Sulom: Rev. E. S. Atwood, pastor. 

Central Church of Lynn : Rev. A. H. Cur win, 
pastor ; Henry Howard, delegate. 

Second Church of Dorchester: Rev. E. N. Pack- 
ard, pastor; B. C. Hardwick, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Brockton : Rev. H. 
L. Kelsey, pastor. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater: Levi 
Walker, delegate. 

First Church of Braintree : Rev. T. A. Emerson, 
pastor ; Ansa B. Keith, delegate. 

Congregational Church of South Braintree: Rev. 
Edwin Smith, acting pastor. 

Congregational Church of Scotland : Rev. Charles 
W. Wood, acting pastor. 

Congregational Church of Rockland : Rev. L. C. 
Ferris, pastor \ Charles W. Rowland, delegate. 

Congregational Church of South Abington : Rev. 
F. P. Tompkins, acting pastor. 

Winthrop Church of Holbrook : Elisha Holbrook, 
delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
Walter Severance, delegate. 

Congregational Church of East Providence, R. I. : 
Rev. Leverett S. Woodworth, pastor ; (}eorge Curtis, 
delegate. 

After a hearing before the council, and an examina- 
tion of the doings by church and society and of the 
candidate, everything having been found satisfactory, 
it was voted " that the council proceed to the services 
of installation in the evening of that day,*' which were 
in the following order : 

1, voluntary on organ ; 2, reading of the minutes of 
the council ; 3, anthem, — ^^ How Beautiful Upon the 
Mountuins," etc. ; 4, invocation and reading of the 
Scriptures; 5, sermon, by Rev. A. II. Curwin ; 6, 7, 
installing prayer, by Rev. Charles W. Wood ; 8, re- 



sponse ; 9, charge to tlie pastor, by Rev. E. N. Pack- 
ard; 10, right hand of followship, by Rev. II. L. 
Kelsey; 11, hymn; 12, address, by Rev. E. 8. At- 
wood; 13, prayer; 14, anthem; 16, benediction. 

Rev. T. A. Emerson, moderator; Leverett S. 
Woodworth, scribe. 

DeacoM of the SatUh Congregational Church 
(Gampelloy—Jticoh Fuller, April 26, 1837; Sylva- 
nus French, April 26, 1837 ; Cary Howard, April 
22, 1845; Galen Pratt, April 22, 1846; S. Franklin 
Packard, Deo. 4, 1865 ; George Sawyer, Deo. 4, 1865. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

PORTER KVANQBlilCAL ClIURCU AND SOCIETY. 

Original Organliation — Ministry of Rev. John F. Norton — 
Ministry of Rev. Charles L. Mills— Ministry of Rev. Samuel 
H. Leo— Ministry of Rev. John V. Hilton— Ministry of Rev. 
Robert G. S. MoNeille— Ministry of Rev. Z. T. Sullivan— 
Ministry of Rev. F. A. Warfiold— Dedioation of the First 
Meeting-llouso — Redodioation of the Enlarged Moeting- 
IIouso — Organisation of the Sooiety, 1884. 

Porter Evangelical Church. — ThiM church whm 

formed of members who withdrew from the First 
Congregational Church in North Bridgewater for the 
purpose of forming another church, it being deemed 
advisable that something should be done to awaken a 
new interest in the cause of truth, and to induce 
union of feeling and action in the support of the or- 
dinances of the gospel, according to orthodox Congre- 
gational usages and principles. The first meeting of a 
series held, which resulted in the organisation of the 
Porter Evangelical Church, was at the house of Hei- 
ekiah Packard, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 1850. 

Other meetings soon followed, and on Thursday 
evening, Feb. 7, 1850, at the same place, Davis King- 
man was chosen moderator, when it was '^ Voted, 
unanimously, * that we will take measures to form an- 
other orthodox Congregational Church in this place, 
as soon as it may be deemed expedient.* " 

A committee of five were chosen, viz. : Deacon 
Simeon Packard, Simeon Lcuch, Abel W. Kin«;man, 
M.D., Robert Holbrook, and Isaac Kingman, to see 
how many would unite in the movement. This com- 
mittee reported Feb. 12, 1850, the names of seventy 
persons who were in favor of immediate action, and 
who were prepared to unite in the formation of an- 
other church. At this meeting it was agreed to lay 
the subject before the church at their next mooting, 
and take means to call a council immediately for the 
purpo.se of formation, if they deemed it ex|K}dieut. 
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This was done at n incctinp: of the cliurdi held tlio day 
following (February 13th), and a committee was ap- 
pointed by the church to call a council for that pur- 
pose. At a meeting of the church, held February 
19lh, it was voted that they adopt the same articles 
of faith and covenant us those ased by the First 
Charch. Also voted, that the name of the new 
charch shall be the Porter Evangelical Church. A 
council was accordingly called, which met on the Gth 
day of March, 1850, the following churches com- 
posing the council : 

Congregational Church of Easton: Rev. Luther 
Sheldon, D.D., pastor; John R. Drake, delegate. 

Trinitarian Congregational Church of DridgtiwaUir: 
Rev. David Brigham, pastor; E. Hathaway, dele- 
gate. 

First Church of Abington : Rev. J. W. Ward, 
pastor ; Zibeon Packard, delegate. 

Trinitarian Congregational Church of Taunton : 
Rev. Erastns Maltby, pastor; H. G. 0. White, dele- 
gate. 

Village Church of Dorchester : Rev. David Dyer, 
pastor; Shadrach Jenkins, delegate. 

Central Congregational Church of Boston : Rev. 
Qeorge Richards, pastor ; I. C. Proctor, delegate. 

Congregational Church of South Weymouth : J. 
P. Terry, pastor ; Deacon I. lioud, delegate. 

Seconil (jongrogationtil Church of I >orclMw(4!r : 
R(*v. J. II. Means, puHtor; Deacon C. Howe, dele- 
gate. 

Evangelical Congregational Church of Hingham : 
Rev. E. Porter Dyer, pastor ; Deacon Asa H. Holden, 
delegate. 

Congregational Church of Middleboro*: Rev. I. 
W. Putnam, pastor ; S. Harlow, delate. 

First Congregational Church of North Weymouth : 
D. Pratt (3d), delegate. 

The council was organized by the choice of Rev. 
Luther Sheldon, D.D., moderator; Rev. Erastus 
Maltby, scribe. 

AOer hearing statements and facts regarding the 
reasons for a new organization, and a thorough exam- 
ination into all matters pertaining thereto, the coun- 
cil " voted, unanimously, that under existing circum- 
stances in this church it is expedient, agreeably to 
the request of the members calling this council, that 
another * Orthodox Congregational Church' bo organ- 
ized in this place to be called the ' Porter Evangelical 
(yhnrch.' Tt luring nndcr^t^Mul that they are t4) adopt 
the Articles of Faith and Covenant now adopted by 
the church they leave.*' The public services of or- 
ganization were assigned fur seven o'clock in the 
evening, which were as follows: 1, introductory 



prayer and reading of the Articles of Faith and 
Covenant, by Rev. Luther Sheldon, D.D., of ElastoD ; 
2, consecrating prayer, by Rev. David Brigham, of 
Bridgewater ; 3, fellowship of the churches, by Rev. 
E. Porter Dyer, of Hingham ; 4, address to the 
church, by Rev. David Dyer, of Dorchester ; 5, con- 
cluding prayer, by Rev. Erastns Maltby, of Taunton. 
The church met Friday, March 8th, and " voted to 
establish public worship forthwith," and various com* 
mittees were chosen to make such arrangements as 
seemed necessary for that purpose. 

The first meeting for public worship was held in 
the hall of Tyler Cobb, on Sunday, March 10, 1820. 
Rev. Joseph Merrill, of Dracut, Mass., preached on 
that day and the two succeeding Sabbaths. 

Ministry of Rev. Joun F. Norton. — ^The next 
minister was Rev. John F. Norton, who came to the 
town April 6, 1850, and preached five Sabbaths, 
when the church and society united in giving him a 
call to become their pastor, May 7th, which he ao- 
cepted May 10, 1850 ; and immediate measures were 
taken in calling a council to install him as their 
pastor. The following churches were represented in 
the council : 

South Congregational Church of Campello: Rev. 
Daniel Huntington, pastor; Charles Keith, delegate. 

First Church of Easton: Rev. Luther Sheldon, 
D.J>., puHlor; Deacon II. T. Mitchell, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Randolph: Rev. 
Calvin Hitdicock, D.D., pastor; Deacon Wales 
Thayer, delegate. 

Trinitarian Church of Bridgewater: Rev. David 
Brigham, pastor ; Levi Walker, delegate. 

Trinitarian Church of Taunton : Rev. Erastus 
Maltby, pastor ; James M. Williams, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Dedham: Rev. 
Calvin Durfee, pastor ; C. Talbot, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of North Bridge- 
water: Rev. Paul Couch, pastor; Henry Howard, 
delegate. 

Village Church of Dorchester: Rev. David Dyer, 
pastor ; Deacon James Tolman, delegate. 

First Church of Abington : Rev. James W. Ward, 
pastor ; John Hunt, delegate 

Congregational Church of South Weymouth : Rev. 
J. P. Terry, pastor ; A. W. Pain, delegate. 

Evangelical Church of Hingham: Rev. E. P. 
Dyer, pastor ; A. Kilby, delegate. 

Eliot Church of Roxbury : Rev. A. C. Thompson, 
[laKtor. 

Second Congregational Church of Dorchester: 
Rev. J. U. Means, pastor ; Deacon Edward Sharp, 
delegate. 



614 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



First CongregatioDttl Clmroh of Falmouth : John 
Jenkins, delegate. 

Winthrop Cliurch oP Kust llandolph : Elislia Bel- 
cher, delegate. 

The oouncil was organised by the choice of Rev. 
Daniel Huntington as moderator, and Rev. James 
W. Ward, scribe, who convened in the vestry of the 
Methodist Church, by invitation of that church. 

His installation took place in the meeting-house of 
the First Church, June 5, 1850, at H o'clock p.m., 
with the following; order of services on that occasion : 

1, voluntary, by the choir; 2, reading minutes of 
the ecclesiastical council ; 3, invocation and reading 
of the Scriptures ; 1, anthem ; 5, {introductory prayer ; 
6, hymn, — words and music composed for a similar 
occasion by Rev. D. Huntington, — *' Herald of our 
Saviour God ;" 7, sornion, by Rev. A. C. Tiionipson, 
of Roxbury, Mass. ; 8, chant, — " I will give you pas- 
tors according to mine own heart;*' 9, installing 
prayer, by Rev. Luther Sheldon, D.D., of Eastou ; 
10, charge to the pastor, by Rev. Calvin Hitchcock, 
D.D., of Randolph ; 11, right hand of fellowship, by 
Rev. J. P. Terry, of South Weymouth ; 1 2, hymn, 
— " How beautiful upon the mountains ;" 13, address 
to the people, by Rev. Daniel Huntington, of the 
South Congregational Church, Campello; 14, con- 
cluding prayer, by Rev. David Dyer ; 15, hymn, by 
the congregation, tune, " Hamburg :" 

'"Tib done, — the important act is done; 

neaven, earth, its solemn purport know ; 
Its fruits, when time its race has run, 
Shall through eternal agei flow. 

" The covenants of this saored hour, 
Qreat Shepherd of thy people, seal ; 
Spirit of grace diffuse thy power. 
Our vows accept, thy might reveal. 

** Behold our guide, and deign to crown 
His toils, Lamb of God, with love ; 
Ilis lips inspire; each oflbrt own; 

Breathe, dwell within him, heavenly Dove. 

" Behold his charge : what wealth shall dare 

With its most priceless worth to vie? 

Suns, systems, worlds, how mean they are, 

Compared with souls that cannot die ! 

** The sun may set in endless gloom, 
The planets from their stations flee, 
Oreation fill oblivion's tomb ; 
But souls can never coiso to bo. 



" Oh, when before the judgment-seat 
The wioked quake in dread despair. 
May we, all reverent at thy feet, 
Pastor and flock, find mercy there." 

16, benediction. 

Mr. Norton continued with this people until Deo. 
4, 1851, when he was dismissed at his request. 



The council represented in the diMniissal of Rev. 
John F. Norton was as follows : 

Kvangelical Church of Kiistou : Rev. Luther Shel- 
don, D.D., pastor. 

Second Congregational Church of Randolph : Rev. 
Esekiel Russell, pastor ; E. Wales, delegate. 

South Congregational Church at Campello: Ziba 
Keith, delegate. 

Trinitarian Congregational Church of Bridgewator : 
Rev. David Brigham, pastor ; Deacon Abiel Bassett, 
delegate. 

Rev. Luther Sheldon, D.D., moderator ; Rev. 
David Brigham, scribe. 

Rev. John F. Norton was bom in Goshen, Litch- 
field Co., Conn., Sept. 8, 1809 ; entered Yale College 
in 1 829 ; but his health failing, he lefl college during 
his junior your. Ho rocoivod the dt^rtH) of A.M. 
from that institution in 1848 ; studied theology at 
the Theological Seminary at East Windsor, Conn., 
where he graduated in 1837; traveled nearly a year 
in Northern and Western Europe ; was principal of 
academies in Goshen, Brooklyn, and Norfolk, Conn., 
for eight years ; was ordained pastor of church |in 
Milton Farish, J/itchfield, Conn., Oct. 23, 18^4; in- 
stalled pastor of Porter Evangelical Church in North 
Bridgewater, Mass., June 5, 1850 ; dismissed at his 
recjuest, Dec. 4, 1851 ; installed pastor of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Athol, Mass., March 17, 1852; 
married, first, Harriet Frances Jenkins, of Falmouth, 
Mass., Aug. 19, 1839, who died Feb. 3, 1849; sec- 
ond marriage to Sophia W. Elliot, of Bridgeport, 
Conn., Dec. 31, 1850 ; she died June 6, 1852. He 
then married Ann Maria Mann, of Stoughton, Mass., 
Sept 26, 1853; has one child living, Lewis Mills 
Norton, born Dec. 26, 1855. 

Ministry of Rkv. Ciiarlks L. Mills. — Vari- 
ous ministers supplied the pulpit, among whom 
were Rev. Hubbard Becbe, of South Wilbraham, 
Mass., and Rev. Edwin P. Wright, of Aokworth, 
N. H., afler which the church and society united in 
giving Rev. Charles L. Mills a call, in July, 1852, to 
settle with them as their pastor. 

A council, composed of the following churches, 
convened at the meeting-house of the Porter Evan- 
gelical Church, on the 11th day of August, 1852, at 
nine o'clock a.m., for the purpose of installing Rev. 
Mr. Mills, viz. : 

First Church of Braintreo : Rev. Richard S. Storrs, 
D.D., pastor ; Charles French, delegate. 

Church of Easton : Rev. Luther Sheldon, D.D., 
pastor ; John B. Drake, delegate. 

Winnisimet Church of Chelsea : Rev. T. P. I^ang- 
worthy, pastor ; Charles B. Wilder, delegate. 
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Fintt Coii^rc«;atioiinl Cliurcli of Brockton : Rev. 
Paul Couch, pastor ; Deacon Ozcn Qumej, delegate. 

First Church of Ahington : Rev. James W. Ward, 
pastor ; Zibeon Packard, delegate. 

Congregational Church of Athol : Rev. John F. 
Norton, pastor. 

First Church of Randolph : Rev. C. M. Cordlcy, 
pastor. 

Winthrop Congregational Church of Ilolbrook : 
Elisha N. Holbrook, delegate. 

Congregational Church of Stoughton : Rev. Albert 
Perry, pastor; E. Dickerman, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Yarmouth : Rev. 
AIm^I K. Packard, jiastor ; F. Dunbar, delegate. 

Second Congregational Church of Weymouth : 
Rev. J. P. Terry, pastor ; A. Vining, delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
Otis Grover, delegate. 

Rev. Daniel Butler, of Westboro*, Mass. 

The council was organized by choice of Rev. 
Luther Sheldon, moderator ; Rev. J. P. Terry, 
scribe. 

After a satisfactory hearing as to the qualifications 
and belief of the pastor-elect, the council voted unani- 
mously that they would proceed to the services of 
installation in the following order : 

1 , reading of the minutes of the council, by the 
scribe ; 2, invocation and rending oC tliu Scriptures, 
by Rev. Abel K. Packard, of Yarmouth, Mass. (now 
of Anoka, Minn.); 8, introductory prayer, by Rev. 
J. P. Terry, of South Weymouth; 4, sermon, by 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., of Braintree ; 5, in- 
stalling prayer, by Rev. James W. Ward, of Ahing- 
ton ; 6, charge to the pastor, by Rev. Luther Shel- 
don, D.D., of Kaston; 7, right hand of fellowship, 
by Rev. Daniel Butler, of Westboro', Mass. ; 8, 
hymn, — 

" IIo that gootli forth with weoping, 
Bearing still the precious seed, 
Never tiring, never sleeping, 
All his labor shall succeed. 

"Tlien will fall the rain of heaven, 
Then the sun of mercy shine; 
Precious fruits will then bo given, 
Through an influence all divine. 

" Sow thy seed, be never weary, 
Nor lot fears thy mind employ ; 
Be the prospect ne'er so dreary, 
Thou mayst reap the fruits of joy. 

" T«n, the RiM)nn of verdure hrighfuing, 
Hon thu riniii^r grain appear; 
liimk again 1 tlio liolds are wliit'ning; 
Sure the harvest time is near." 

9, address to the people, by Rev. I. P. Langworthy, 



of Chelsea; 10, concluding prayer, by Rev. John 
F. Norton, of Athol (their former pastor); 11, 
benediction, by the pastor. 

Rev. Mr. Mills preached to this people until Feb. 
18, 1862, when he was dismissed. 

Rev. Charles L. Mills was born in Morristown, 
N. J., Aug. 11, 1812 ; graduated at Yale College in 
1835 ; studied theology at the Theological Seminary, 
Princeton, N. J. Mr. Mills preached in various places 
in the West and about New England for twelve yean 
or more, and in 1852 was called to settle as pastor of 
the Porter Evangelical Church of North Bridgewater, 
where he remained till February, 1862. After a brief 
respite from pastoral labor, he received a call to settle 
at Wrentham, Mass., where he was ordained as pastor 
of the First' Congregational Church, Feb. 10, 1863. 
He married, first, Elizabeth, daughter of Deacon Wil- 
liam Lymun, of Middlctown, Conn. ; second, Rebecoa, 
daughter of Deacon Peter Smith, of Andover, Mass. 

Ministry of Rev. Samuel H. Lee. — The 
church was without a pastor but a short time, as we 
find by record, the church " voted, June 16, 1862, 
unanimously, to give a call to Rev. Samuel H. Lee 
to settle with them in the ministry." This call was 
accepted. 

A council, consisting of the following churches, 
was called to advise in reference to the ordination of 
Rev. Samuel 11. Leo, Sept. 17, 1862 : 

First Church, Braintree: Rev. Richard S. Storrs, 
D.D., pastor ; R. II. Allen, delegate. 

First Church, Stoughton: Rev. Thomas Wilson, 
pastor ; Deacon Eben Drake, delegate. 

First Church, Somerville : Rev. David T. Packard, 
pastor. 

First Church, Randolph : Ebenezer Alden, delegate. 

Second Church, Randolph: Rev. S. 0. Dodd, pas- 
tor ; Simeon L. Whitcomb, delegate. 

Winthrop Church, Holbrook: Rev. E. Russell, 
D.D., pastor ; Levi Whitcomb, delegata 

First Church, Ahington : Rev. F. R. Abbe, pastor ; 
Henry A. Noyes, delegate. 

Second Church, Ahington : Rev. Henry L. Ed- 
wards, pastor ; William R. Vining, delegate. 

Second Church, Weymouth : Rev. J. P. Terry, 
pastor ; William Dyer, delegate. 

Union Church, South Weymouth : Rev. P. N. 
Hayes, pastor ; C. S. Fogg, delegate. 

Union Church, Weymouth and Braintree : Rev. 
LyHnnder Dickorson, pastor ; J. W. lioud, delegate. 

First Church, North Bridgewater: John W.King- 
man, delegate. 

Third Church, Ahington : Rev. H. D. Walker, 
pastor ; H. H. Bnrrill, delegate. 
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Union Charch, East Bridgewuter: llev. N. H. 
Broughton, pastor. 

Bvangelical Charoh, ningham : Rev. B. Porter 
Dyer, pastor ; Caleb S. Hunt, delegate. 

Congregational Church, Houston : Rev. Benjamin 
South worth, pastor. 

South Congregational Church, Campello : Rev. 
Charles W. Wood, pastor ; Oeorge Sawyer, delegate. 

The oounoil organised by the choice of Richard S. 
Storrs, moderator ; Charles W. Wood, scribe. 

After an examination of the candidate and his cre- 
dentials, and finding them satisfactory, the order of 
exercises at the installation was as follows: 1, in- 
vocation and reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. B. 
Porter Dyer, of Hingham ; 2, introductory prayer, 
by Rev. E. Douglas; 3, sermon, by Rev. Edward 
N. Kirk, D.D., of Boston ; 4, ordaining prayer, by 
Rev; S. O. Dodd, of East Randolph ; 5, charge to 
the pastor, by Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., of Brain- 
tree; 6, right hand of fellowship, by Rev. Charles 
W. Wood, of Campello; 7, address to the people, 
by Rev. David Temple Packard, of Somerville ; 8, 
concluding prayer, by Rev. F. R. Abbe, of Abington ; 
9, benediction, by the pastor. 

On the 8th of February, 18G6, Mr. Ijcc sent in 
his resignation to the church, who united with him 
in calling a council for the purpose of dismissal, 
which was held on the 20th of the same month. 
The churches present were : 

First Congregational Church of Brockton: Rev. 
Edward L. Clark, pastor; Deacon John W. King- 
man, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello : Rev. 
Charles W. Wood, pastor ; Deacon S. Franklin Pack- 
ard, delegate. 

Trinitarian Congregational Church of Bridgewater : 
Rev. E. Douglas, pastor ; Deacon Abiel Bassett, del- 
egate. 

First Church of Abington: Rev. F. R. Abbe, 
pastor; Deacon John A. King, delegate. 

Second Church of South Weymouth : Rev. J. P. 
Terry, pastor ; Deacon B. F. White, delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater : Rev. 
N. U. Broughton, pastor. 

Union Church, South Weymouth: Rev. S. U. 
Hayes, pastor ; I. S. Cobb, delegate. 

Rev. J. P. Terry, moderator, and Rev. Edward L. 
Clark, scribe. 

The council, after a full hearing, ^* voted, that in 
their judgment it is expedient, and they accordingly 
advise that this relation terminate.'' 

Rev. Samuel H^ Lee was born in Sprague, Conn., 
Dec. 21, 1832; fitted for college at Williston Semi- 



nary, Bast Hampton, Mass.; entered Yale Collt^, 
1854 ; graduated in 1858 ; graduated at the Normal 
School, New Britain, Conn., 1852 ; was a teacher in 
the Normal School three years ; studied theology at 
Yale Theological Seminary two years; received an 
invitation to settle as pastor of the Poiier Evangelical 
Church in North Bridgewater in 1862, where he 
was ordained Sept. 17, 1862. 

MlNISTEY OF RkV. JoiIN V. llfLTON. — Jan. 

31, 1867, a call was extended to Rev. John V. Hil- 
ton to settle as their pastor, which was declined. 
Various ministers were heard till March 22, 1869, 
at which date Rev. Charles M. Lanison was in- 
vited to settle with them in the gospel ministry, the 
call being unanimous. This call was accepted and 
Mr. Lamson was duly installed. Pursuant to letters 
missive from the Porter Evangelical Church, an eo- 
desiustical council was convened in the meeting-house 
of said church on Thursday, Aug. 5, 1869, at 9.30 
o'clock A.M., as follows : 

First Congregational Church of Brockton: Rev. 
H. A. Stevens, pastor; Deacon Joel T. Packard, 
delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello: Rev. 
Charles W. Wo<»d, pastor; Deacon S. Fninklin Pack- 
ard, delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
Rev. J. P. Aldrich, pastor ; Luther Richards, dele- 
gate. 

Trinitarian Church of Bridgewater : Lewis S. Hop- 
kins, delegate. 

Second Church of Abington : Rev. W, F. Ober, 
A. P. ; Samuel Blake, delegate. 

First Church of Randolph : Ebeneser Alden, M.D., 
delegate. 

Winthrop Church of Holbrook: Rev. Ezekiel 
Russell, pastor ; Elisha N. Holbrook, del^pite. 

First Church of Stougliton : Rev. Thomas Wilson, 
pastor ; Deacon Ebenexer Draker, delegate. 

Evangelical Congregational Church of Brighton: 
Rev. David Temple Packard, pastor. 

Village Church of Dorchester : Rev. H. M. Ten- 
ney, pastor ; John A. Tucker, delegate. 

Second Congregational Church of lladley : Rev. 
W. H. Bemaii, pastor; Benjamin Adams, delegate. 

North Congregational Church of New Bedford: 
Rev. Alouso H. Quint, pastor ; Deacon John Bryant, 
delegate. 

Highland Church of Boston : Rev. Charles L. 
Mills, pastor; Deacon Samuel W. Hall, delegate. 

Rev. Abel Kingman Packard, of Anoka, Minn. 

Rev. W. S. Tyler, D.D., of Amherst, Mass. 

The council organized with Rev. Charles W. 
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Wood uiodcnitor, nnd Rev. H. M. Teniicy m scribe, 
and the following order of exercises were arran<;ed, 
viz. : 1 y voluntary ; 2, introductory exercises, Rev. 
H. M. Tenney ; 3, anthem ; 4, sermon, by Rev. W. 
8. Tyler, D.I). ; 5, anthem ; 0, ordaining prayer, by 
Rev. W. H. Bern an ; 7, charge to the pastor, by Rev. 
Alouzo II. Quint, D.l). ; 8, hymn ; 9, right hand of 
fellowship, by Rev. Henry A. Stevens; 10, address 
Ui the people, by Rev. Charles L. Mills; 11, anthem; 
12, benediction, by the pastor. 

Ministry op Rkv. Robert G. S. McNeille. — 
Several ministt^rs were heard till April 1, 1872, at 
which time it was voted " that we extend a call to 
Rev. Robert (1. S. McNeillo, of Now Flaven, Conn., 
to become our panlor.'* TIiIm call wa8 accept(;d, and a 
council was called April 25, 1872, at three o'clock p.m. 

The rollof the council oonsisted of the following 
churches represented : 

Shawmut Church of Boston : Rev. B. B. Webb, 
D.D., pastor ; Alvah White, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Brooklyn : Rev. 
H. A. Stevens, pastor ; Jonathan White, delegate. 

First Church of Stoughton : Rev. Thomas Wilson, 
pastor ; Samuel Clapp, delegate. 

Second Church of Weymouth : Rev. George F. 
Stanton, pastor. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
lUw. Anntin Oodgo, pastor. 

First Church of Abington : Rev. George E. Free- 
man, pantor ; Deacon H. A. Noyes, delegate. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater : Rev. Hor- 
ace D. Walker, pastor; H. D. Sanford, delegate. 

North Church of New Haven, Conn. : Rev. Edward 
L. Clark, pastor. 

East Church of New Haven, Conn. : Charles Wil- 
son, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello : Rev. 
Charles W. Wood, pastor ; Ziba C. Keith, delegate. 

After the usual examination of the candidate, and 
everything found satisfactory, the following order of 
exercises were arranged, vis. : 

1, reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. Heman 
]\*ickard l)eFon!8t ; 2, j>rayer, by Rev. Thomas 
Wilson ; JJ, sermon, by Rev. Edward L. Clark ; 4, 
installing prayer, by Rev. Charles W. Wood ; 5, 
charge to pastor, by Rev. E. B. Webb, D.D. ; 6, 
right hand of fellowship, by Rev. H. A. Stevens; 

7, address to the people, by Rev. Horace D. Walker; 

8, benediction, by the paator. 

Rev. I<]<lwin U. Webb, JJ.D., moderator; Rev. 
George E. Kreonian, scribe. 

Nov. If), 1877, Mr. McNeillo tendered his resig- 
nation as pastor of the church, and a mutual council 



was held to advise in the matter of dismissal, consist- 
ing of the following persons : 

First Congregational Church of Brockton : Rev. B. 
P. McElroy, pastor ; Deacon Joseph S. Smith, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Stoughton : Rev. 
John Herbert, pastor ; Deacon Ebeneser Drake, dele- 
gate. 

First Congregational Church of Abington : Rev. 
George E. Freeman, pastor. 

First Congregational Church of Randolph : Rev. J. 
C. Larrabee, pastor ; Deacon 0. H. Leach, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello : Rev. 
L. S. Wood worth, pastor. 

1'he (M)uncil organized by the choice of Rev. 
(leorgo E. Freeman nioderat^jr, and Rev. L. S. 
Wood worth as scribe. The resignation was read, 
and all parties interested were heard, and the council 
advised *^ that the pastoral relation to this church 
cease,** as follows : 

" Having licnrd Rov. R. 0. S. McNoillo's letter of reBigniv- 
tion rend, and also the action of the church and parish aooept- 
ing tho Bainc, wo hereby as a oounoil adjudge tho action to be 
ordcrljr, and advivc that Bro. McNeille's pastoral relation to 
this church hereby cease. And in coming to this oondusion, 
we with pleasure bear witness to Bro. MoNei11e*s high abilities 
as a preacher, to his genial social qnalities, which have secured 
for him a warm place in the hearts of his friends and associates 
in the ministry, and have givon him a strong hold upon this 
cliiiroh and community, and also to the peace and prosperity 
ivhicli liavo ailondud Iiih urinistry horo. 

** We heartily commend him to the field of his future labors, 
and trust that titoro he will prove himself a good minister of 
•IcsuM Glirist and bo ominontly suoconful in tho edifying of tho 
church and in tho salvation of souls. 

" We tender our sympathies to the church in the dissolution 
of the pastoral relation, and pray that the Great Head of the 
church may soon fill this vacant place with a teacher and guide 
who will lead this people on to future peace and prosperity, and 
to great success in advancing the kingdom of Christ in this 
place." 

The council then dissolved. 

Ministry op Rev. Z. T. Sullivan. — On the 
1st day of April, 1878, the following vote was passed 
by the church : " Voted, unanimously, that we ex- 
tend a call to Rev. Z. T. Sullivan, of Now Bedford, 
MaHS., to become pastor of this church." 

The call was accepted April 15th, and a council met 
on the 2d day of May, 1878, for the purpose of in- 
stalling Mr. Sullivan. The churches represented 
were as follows : 

First Church of Abington : Rev. George E. Free- 
man, pastor ; Deacon J. L. Nash, delegate. 

Maverick Church of BoH(4>n : Rev. John V. Hilton, 
pastor ; F. Ji!. Dim mock, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Easton : Rev. L. 
H. Sheldon, pastor ; Luke S. Greenleaf, delegate. 
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South CongregatioDal Church of Campello : Rev. 
L. S. Woodworth, pastor; Josiah W. Kingman, delo- 
gato. 

Trinitarian Church of New Bedford: llov. M. C. 
Julien, pastor. 

North Church of New Bedford: Rev. A. H. 
Heath, pastor ; Deacon Zachariah Sturtevant, dele- 
gate. 

Pirst Congregational Church of Brockton : Rev. 
H. L. Kelsey, pastor ; Jonathan White, delegate. 

Winthrop Church of Holbrook: Deacon Newton 
White, delegate. 

Second Congregational Church of South Abing- 
ton: Rev. Prank I. Tompkins, pastor; Martin S. 
Stetson, delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
Rev. D. W. Richardson, pastor; James S. Allen, 
delegate. 

Pirst Congregational Church of Stoughton : Rev. 
John Herbert, pastor ; Deacon Nathaniel Gay, dele- 
gate. 

Pirst Congregational Church of Randolph: Rev. 
J. C. Lnrrabec, pastor ; Oeorgo IT. Wilkins, delegate. 

Second Congregational Church of South Wey- 
mouth : Rev. (loorgo P. Stanton, pusUir; William 
Dyer, delegate. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater: Rev. 
Horace D. Walker, pastor; Deacon H. D. Sanford, 
delegate. 

Salem Square Church of Worcester : Rev. Charles 
M. Lamson, pastx»r; Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, D.D. 

The council was organized by the choice of Rev. 
George H. Precman, moderator; Rev. Horace D. 
Walker, scribe. After the usual examination of the 
candidate, and his reasons for changing his pastoral 
relations, the council advised his settlement, and 
assigned the various parts of the installation services, 
as follows : 

1, invocation and Scripture Icsiion, by Rev. John 
Herbert ; 2, sermon, by Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, D.D. ; 
3, installing prayer, by Rev. M. C. Julien ; 4, charge 
to the pastor, by Rev. A. H. Heath ; 5, right hand 
of fellowship, by Rev. H. L. Kelsey ; 6, address to 
the people, by Rev. Charles M. Lamson ; 7, conclud- 
ing prayer, by Rev. L. S. Wood worth. 

May 28, 1881, Rev. Mr. Sullivan sent his resigna- 
tion to the church, with a request that the pastoral 
relation between him and the church should terminate 
July 1, 1881. Accordingly a council was called to 
take action in the matter of his dismission, repre- 
sented by the following churches, viz. : 

Pirst Congregational Church of Brockton : J. R. 
Perkins, del^ate. 



South Congregational Church of CampoUo : Deacon 
Qoorgo Sawyer, delegate. 

Pirst Cfingregational Church of Ruiidolph : Deacon 
Joseph Graham, delegate. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater : Rev. J. C. 
Bodwell, pastor ; Deacon Abiel Bassett, delegate. 

Pirst Congregational Church of Stoughton : Rev. 
D. O. Clark, pastor ; Deacon B. M. Morton, delegate. 

The above persons convened in the Porter Church 
on the 28th day of June, 1881, agreeably to the 
request of pastor and church, and organized by the 
choice of Rev. J. C. Bodwell moderator, and Rev. D. 
0. Clark as scribe. 

The council, after listening to the above represen- 
tations, voted unanimously to confirm the doings of 
the church and society, and agreed to the following 
resolution : 

" WuKBKASy in the providence of God it has beoome neoee- 
aary, on account of loss of health, for Rev. Z. T. SulliTan, pas- 
tor of the Porter Evangelical Church and society of Brockton, 
to discontinue his ministerial labors, and to tender his resigna- 
tion of the pastorate; and whereas, the Porter Church and sooi- 
ety have accepted his resignation ; 

'* UcMolocdf That this council horoby approves of the action 
taken by pastor and church, and advisee tlio diMolution of Uie 
oxinling piuit-oral rolnti«Hi. Wo dosiro Ui say furtlior that wo 
aouodu U) tlio toriiiiuatiun of tliiu rulutiun willi deep rogrut. Wo 
deeply sympathise with Bro. Sullivan in the affliction that has 
befallen him, and praying that he may be restored to health by 
a change of residence, commend him to the churches as a faith- 
ful and able minister of our Lord Jesus Christ. We extend 
also to llio Porter Church and people our sympathy in the loss 
of the pastor for whom they have testified so much love, and 
trust that in His own good time the Lord may send them an- 
other to be their spiritual guide. 

*' J. C. BoDWKi.r., MtotUrator, 
"D. 0. Clauk, Seiihe.'* 

Ministry op Rbv. F. A. Warvibld. — On the 
31st day of January, 1882, the church ^^voted^ that 
we extend a call to Rev. F. A. Warfield, of Boston, 
to become I^istor of this church." This call was ac- 
cepted by letter from Mr. Warfield, March 7, 1882. 
A council was held in the Porter Evangelical Church 
of Brockton on Tuesday, March 28th, at three o'clock 
P.M., for the purpose of installing the pastor-elect. 
The following churches were represented, viz. : 

Fir»t Congregational Church of Brockton : Rev. 
11. L. Kelsey, pastor; Dr. S. J. Oruver, delegate. 

South Congregational Church of Campello: Rev. 
John T. Blades, pastor. 

Central Square Church of Bridgewater: Deacon 
Levi Walker, delegate. 

Union Church of East and West Bridgewater: 
Rev. P. M. Qriflin, pastor; John C. Gates, dolcgitto. 

First Congi'egational Church of Randolph : Rev. 
J. C. Larrabee, pastor ; A. W. Whitcomb, delegate. 
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Wiiitlirop Cliuroli of Holhrook : llov. II. A. Lor- 
iiijr, jmHtor ; Jjl. Evorctt llulbrook, dclc^ntc. 

First Congregational Cliurcli, Stougliton : Rev. D. 
0. Clark, pastor: H. W. Darling, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of Abington : Rev. 
R. W. Haskins, pastor ; Deacon John A. King, del- 
egate. 

Second Congregational Church of South Abington : 
Rev. B. M. Frink, pastor ; Deacon Luke Noyes, dele- 
gate. 

Congregational Church of Rockland : Rev. L. Z. 
Ferris, pastor ; J. S. Smith, delegate. 

First Congregational Church of £aston : Rev. W. 
H. Dowden, pastor ; A. C. Heath, delegate. 

Phillip's Congregational Cliurch of Boston: Rev. 
R. R. Meredith, pastor ; William Gallagher, Jr., 
delegate. 

Union Church of Boston : Deacon W. W. Whit- 
comb, delegate. 

Trinitarian Cliurch of Taunton : llov. Ilcnian 
Packard DcForest, pastor ; Elijah E. Richards, del- 



egate. 

Congregational Church of Assonet: Rev. George 
F. Walker, pastor ; Deacon Thomas G. Nichols, del- 
egate. 

Prospect Hill Church of Soniervillc : Rev. A. E. 
Winship, pastor ; Alvin L. Lovejoy, delegate. 

SfMMHid Congregational Church of Bridgeport, 
Conn.: Rev. R. G. S. McNeillc, pastor; Frederick 
Trubcr, delegate. 

Rev. 11. L. Kelscy was chosen moderator of the 
council, and William Gallagher, Jr., as scribe. 

The examination of the pastor-elect having been 
declared satisfactory, the council assigned the follow- 
ing as the order of services at the installation held at 
seven o'clock p.m., March 28th, viz. : 1, reading of the 
minutes of the council, by the scribe ; 2, invocation 
and Scripture lesson, by Rev. H. L. Kelsey ; 3, ser- 
mon, by Rev. R. R. Meredith ; 4, installing prayer, 
by Rev. J. C. Larrabee ; 5, charge to the pastor, by 
Rev. Heroan Packard DeFnrest; 6, right hand of 
fellowship, hy llev. John T. Blades; 7, address to 
the people, by llov. 11. G. S. McNeille; 8, concluding 
prayer, hy Rev. II. A. Loriiig. 

Number of members at the time of organization of 
the church was ninety-five. 

The deacons of the Porter Evangelical Church 
from its organization have been as follows: Simeon 
Packard, March 19, 1850; Elbridgo II. Packard, 
March VJ, IHfith, Henry W. Jlobinson, April 2!), 
1804; Augustus T. Jones, April 29, 1804 (resigned 
Jan. 18, 1800); George II. Cushman, March 1, 1800 
(resigned Jan. 29, 1809); Samuel W. S. Howard, 



Jan. 19, 1805; George C. Cary, Jan. 21, 1869; 
lluram Wade, Jan. 29, 1874 ; Edmund W. Holmes, 
Jan. 29, 1874; Joseph L. Smith, Feb. 15, 1883. 

The following is a list of the clerks of Porter 
Evangelical Church from its organization : David 
Howard, March 19, 1850; Samuel W. S. Howard, 
Jan. 16, 1802; George C. Cary, Jan. 15, 1874, who 
is the present incumbent. 

Porter Evangelical Society. — This ecclesiastical 
society was legally organized March 20, 1850, and a 
committee, consisting of Simeon Leach, David How- 
ard, and Edwin H. Kingman were chosen to select a 
lot of land, and procure plans for a house, who were 
subsequently authorized to purchase a lot and proceed 
with the building. The lot on which the edifice now 
stands was purchased of the late Silas Packard, Esq., 
for the sum of one thousand dollars, and contains 
about eighty-four square rods, having a front on Main 
Street of seven rods, with a depth of twelve rods. 
The house is situated between the residence of the 
late Silas Packard, Esq., and that of Franklin Ames, 
Esq., and but a short distance north of the First 
Church. The plans of this building were drawn by 
Messrs. Melvin and Young, of Boston, and the build* 
ing is sixty feet wide, eighty-eight feet in length, with 
twenty feet posts, with a spire one hundred and sev- 
enty-five feet in height. The house has ninety pews 
on the main floor, besides the front seat, which is 
held free ; has twenty-four pews in the side- galleries, 
with seats for sixty persons in the choir-gallery, in 
front of the organ. There is a large and commodious 
basement, finished into three rooms, the largest being 
used as a chapel, which is forty-three feet by fifly- 
eight, and eleven feet high. Mr. Joseph Sanger, of 
Watertown, was the contractor, who furnished all the 
material (excepting foundation and brick work for the 
basement), for the sum of seven thousand nine hun- 
dred and thirty-seven dollars. The house was raised 
about the 1st of August, 1850, and so far completed 
that the chapel was first used for public worship Sun- 
day, Oct. 13, 1850. 

DrDIOATION OF TIIK FlIWT M RRTINO-llOdSK. — 

The house was completed and dedicatcMl Jan. 9, 1851, 
with the following order of exercises: 1, voluntary; 
2, invocation ; 3, chant, — " I was glad," etc. ; 4, intro- 
ductory prayer ; 5, hymn, by a member of the Porter 
Church, — 

" From thy high throne, Eternal King, 
Oh liRton, whilo thy ohihiron Ring; 
And tuno our hearts to h>rty praiKO, 
A 8 wo the joyful nnthoin ntiw. 



tt 



Hat will the great Jehovah hear 

Our humble eong, our ferTont prayer ? 
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Will he within hit temple meet 
His ohililron, howing at hit feot? 

"Yes, in this houM, 'Thus flaitli the Lord/ 
1*11 lUHgnifjr iny holy word ; 
And sinners, hauhled in the dost, 
8h»ll loarn my holy name to trust. 

" Within this house shall mortal tongues 
Begin to chant immortal songs; 
Whilst listening angels, hov'ring round, 
Join to prolong the sacred sound. 

*' Then let us lift our voioes high, 
Let shouts of praise ascend the sky | 
Loud let the solemn organ peal. 
Whilst we expreu the joys we feel. 

** Great Qod of sov'reign power and graoe. 
Oh, with thy proeonoe fill this place; 
This temple make (in mercy given) 
' The house of Qod, the gate of lloiivcn.' " 

6, sermon, by tlio pastor, llev. John F. Norton, from 
the text, Psalm xi. 3, ^* If the foundation be de- 
stroyed what can the righteous do?" 7, anthem; 
8, dedicatory prayer, by Rey. Daniel Huntington, 
of Campello; 9, dedication chant; 10, concluding 
prayer; 11, hynln, by Ilcv. Daniel Huntington, of 
the South Congregational Church, Campello, tune, 
" Old Hundred,'* by the congregation, — 

*' To Thee, Most Holy and Most High, 
Whom all the hosts of Heaven adore, 
Again we raise our earnest cry, 
Thy gracious presence to implore. 

" Within these walls, oh, deign to dwell 
And here thy suppliant people meet, 
Oft as tlioy come thoir wants to toll, 
Or lay their offerings at thy feet, 

" Here lot Immanuel's glory shine. 

And songs of grateful praise ascend ; 
While souls subdued by love divine. 
Beneath his golden sceptre bend. 

" Nor hero alone this gruoe be given ; 
liOt all around thy glory see; 
Each house become a ' gate of Heaven ;' 
Bach h«irt a living temple bo.' 
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Doxology, 

'* Praise Qod, from whom all blessings flow ; 
Praise him, all creatures here below ; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Qhost.' 
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12, benediction. 

The total cost of house, land, furniture, and organ, 
including interest on borrowed money, up to the time 
of selling the pews (Jan. 10, 1851), was fourteen 
thousand nine hundred and thirty -five dollars. The 
amount obtained from the sale of pews was twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars, beside other pews 
taken soon afVer the adjournment of the sale, making 



nearly enough to cover the entire ooHt to the suciety. 
Various donations were iimdo ti» the society toward 
furnishing the house, amounting to four hnndrod and 
thirty-five dollars, fVom different individuals. The 
oharoh and sooioty paid two hundred dollars for a new 
collection of hymn-books for ohuroh and chapel use, 
making about sixteen thousand two hundred dollars 
paid and pledged for future payment during the first 
year of its existence. 

In 1866, extensive repairs and improvements were 
made, particularly in the audienoe-room ; the ceiling 
and walls were neatly frescoed, the singing gallery was 
lowered, new windows were put in, and the original 
pulpit replaced by platform furnishings of a more 
modern pattern. More. than all, the pews on the 
main floor were rearranged, and twenty-four ntiw ones 
wore added, increasing the number of sittings to abimt 
seven hundred. The expense attending these im- 
provements was not far from seven thousand dollars. 
Rbdedioation. — The congregation worshiping 
with the Porter Evangelical Church had so increased 
during the past seventeen years since the hiKt repairs 
were made, in 18GG, that there was a long- felt need 
of enlarged accommodations. The sum of ten thou- 
sand (loUars was subscribed for pmvidiug the samie, 
and plans were elaborated and completed by the well- 
known church architect, T. M. Silloway, of Boston. 

A new section was added in rear of the original 
edifice, forty by sixty-eight feet in size, the transept 
projecting eight feet outward from the main building 
on either side, chiefly for arohitectural efl^ect. The 
new section, which in itself contains more than half 
as many s(]uare feet as the original structure, not only 
affords space for the introduction of over sixty addi- 
tional pews, but an opportunity of carrying out an 
improvement for a long time desired by many, viz., 
the transfer of the choir gallery to a position in the 
rear of the pulpit. Other iinprovenients embnieiHl in 
the plan were the topping out of the spire, which, 
since the day it had been so rudely assailed by the 
winds, had remained an ill-proportioned and unsightly 
stump, suggestive of amputated strength as well as 
of departed beauty. Enlarged and convenient vestry 
accommodations were also features provided for in 
the plans, and these, as they have been realized, are 
proving to be among the most valuable and most 
thoroughly appreciated of the acquisitions gained by 
the enlurgenient. To note in brief the rcHults of the 
work which has been brought to completion, it may 
be said that sittings in the audience-room of the 
church will coiutbrt«ibly aeeoininodate eleven hundred 
))eople ; the choir and organ have been moved to a 
better location, steam-heating throughout the building 
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has been provided, the main audienoc-room has been 
fiirtiMlicd tlit'ou<2;liuut \vit)i new powR, pulpit furniHh- 
ings, cushions, and carpets, and new and improved 
ligliting fixtures have been introduced, while below 
there is a main vestry or Iccturc-rooni fifty-two by 
fifty-six feet in size, occupied also by the upper de- 
partment of the Sunday-school, newly furnished, and 
with sittings for six hundred. Opening out of this 
room, and connected with it by large sliding sashes, 
are two smaller rooms, one of which has been fur- 
nished as a ladies' parlor and the other fitted for the 
use of the primary department of the Sunday-school, 
for social purposes, and for the weekly prayer-meetings 
of the ehnrch. (^uiliguous Ui the above two. oilier 
np:irl.nii*nfM hmimI an kiti;lien, r^nnniithtfvrooni, i*te. All 
are convenient and pleanant, and well adapted for use 
as work-rooms of the church. 

The entire expense incurred to bring the work to 
completion, including the outlay for the new carpet, 
paid for entirely by the ladies, in addition to the one 
thousand dollars subscribed by them to the general 
fund, is, as near as can be ascertained, about seventeen 
thouKsmd dollars. This is some six thousiind dollars 
in excess of the amount pledged at the outset. 

The house was rededicated on Wednesday evening, 
Dec. 26, 1883, marking a notable event in the history 
of the society. The exercises were witnessed by over 
one thousand persons. 

The musical selections were prepared with special 
care, and were rendered in a way to indicate in an 
even more than usual degree the musical intelligence 
and skill of the choir, and the results oP the careful 
training of Organist and Director Burrell. Perhaps 
these points were best shown on this occasion in the 
singing of Randegger's anthem, ** Praise Ood," which 
was not only artistically sung, but was to the congre- 
gation the most impressive of the musical numbers in 
the order of services. 

After the opening exercises, including the organ 
voluntary, the anthem " Come all ye Faithful,*' the 
reading of Scripture by Rev. John T. Blades, of the 
South Congregational Church, Campello, prayer by 
Rev. Qeorgo E. Martin, of the First Church, and a 
fine rendering of Buck's paraphrase of the 4Gth Psalm 
by the quartette, a statement of the building com- 
mittee was read by A. T. Jones, Esq., giving a brief 
history of the church from its organization to the 
present time. Rev. Dr. Rcuen Thomas, of Brooklino, 
Mass., aHer a few congratulatory remarks to the peo- 
ple, priMii;hi*d the dedi<*.at<»ry Herinon from the text, 
Matthew xxiv. 35, '* Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away,'* which was 
an eloquent and forcible discourse. 



The exercises of the evening closed with an anthem 
by the choir, the dedicatory prayer by Rev. J. 0. Lab- 
aree, of Randolph, a hymn by the congregation, and 
the benediction by the pastor. The services were in 
all respects impressive and pleasing, and the very 
many friends of the Porter Society from other ohurches 
who came to participate in them joined in rejoicing 
and congratulations at an event which makes progress 
and growth in the work in which all are interested in 
common. 

Organization of the church for 1884: Rev. F. 
A. Warfield, pastor ; Simeon Packard, fJIbridge H. 
Packard, George C. Cary, Edmund W. Holmes, Jo- 
H(!ph S. Smith, and lluram Wade, deacons; Gcorgo 
{j. Onry, clerk ; Kdmund W. Holmes, superintcndont 
of Sunday-school. 

Organization of the parish for 1884: Augustus 
T. Jones, Lucius F. Alden, George A. Perkins, parish 
committee ; Charles A. Noyes, clerk ; George H. 
Jameson, treasurer; Joseph D. Parish, sexton. 

There are 367 members of the church, 3U6 fami- 
lies, and 58G members of the Sunday-school conncoted 
with this church. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Cnpturo of Luuisburg — Tronty at Alx-la-Cliapollo — War re- 
newed in 1754 — Attack on Nova Seotia by the Ooloniot — 
Crown Point — Niagara — List of Men in the Grown Point 
Bxpedilion — Capt. Simoon Gary's Company — Capt. Jotiah 
Dunbar's Company — Expedition against Canada — Capt. 
Lemuol Danbar's Company — At Crown Point — Controversy 
between England and Amerioa — Acts of Trade-— 8agar Aot 
— Stamp Act — Tea Destroyed in Boston Harbor — Boston 
Port Bill — Preparations for War — Minate-Men — Company 
mnroliod on Loxington Alarm — LikI of |>orsons in the various 
Companies in the Sorvico during tho War — Shay's Rebellion 
— List of Soldiers called into the Service to quell the same at 
Taunton — War of 1812 — Impressment of Seamen — Embargo 
— War declared by tho President — Calls for Troops from 
Militiar— Pay- Roll of Company from North Bridgewater, 
stationed at Plymouth. 

The Old French War. — By a treaty made be- 
tween the English and French at Utrecht in 1713, 
the French had ceded the provinces of Nova Scotia 
and Newfoundland to Great Britain. The French, 
finding need of a fortress in that region, had built 
Louisburg on the Island of Cape Breton, at a cost of 
thirty thousand livres and twenty-five years of labor. 
When the war of 174i broke out between Fratioo, 
Spain, and Great Britain the New England colonics 
soon found the French made use of this fortress as a 
I hiding-place for the privateers that annoyed their 
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TefiBels. A nayal force was got roady for sea. Pour 
thousand (liroo hundred and sixty-tfix men were raised 
from the various colonies, properly equipped, and 
placed under the command of Oovcrnor Shirley, 
assbted by Commodore Warren, a British officer 
from the West Indies, who succeeded in the capture 
of the fortress afler a siege of forty- nine days. The 
town and island surrendered June 17, 1745. Noth- 
ing now occurred of importance till the treaty made 
between England and Prance in October, 1748, at 
Aix-Iia-Chapelle. This war has been called, by way 
of distinction from a later one, the *' Old Prench 
War," or otherwise known as " King Oeorge*s War." 

Owing to the irregularity and torn condition of 
the rolls, and no record of the names of those who 
took part in this expedition being on the old town 
records, we are unable to present their names. 

French and Indian War. — By the treaty at Aix- 
La-Chapelle between the Prench and English, hostili- 
ties had ceased for a few years, although occasional 
depredations and incursions were made into the bor- 
der towns, rendering it necessary to keep up some of 
the garrisons ; and in many places people were obliged 
to go armed to their fields to work, fur fear of Indian 
massacre and assault. The war was ronowud in 1754, 
although it was not formally declared till 175G. 

Early in the year 1755 the colonies proceeded to 
attack the Prench at four different points, — Nova 
Scotia, Crown Point, Niagara, and Ohio River. 

In these expeditions Massachusetts bore a promi- 
nent part, and contributed both men and means to 
carry on the war. We find among the names of those 
that went from the North Parish of Bridgewater the 
following list. In a return of siok in Col. Pomeroy's 
regiment, at Lake George, Nov. 25, 1755, is the 

name of 

Nathan Packard. 

In the muster-roll of Capt. Joseph Washbum*s 
company, on the Crown Point ux|MHliti(»u, from Sept. 
11 to Deo. 22, 1755: 

Lemuel Dunbar, sergt. Iiaao Perkins, oorp. 

Joaoph Cole, oorp. 

Also in Capt. Samuel Clark's company, on the 
Crown Point expedition, from Sept. 15 to Dec. 16, 
1775 : 

Zeohariab Qurney. 

In the muster-roll of Capt. John Clapp, in Col. 
Dwight*s regiment, we find 



Lemuel Dunbar, ensign. 
Joseph Cole, sergt. 



Benj. South worth, oorp. 
Blisba Qurney, oorp. 



In camp at Port Edward, July 26, 1756, in service 
from Peb. 18 to Nov. 15, 1756. 



In the muster-roll of Capt. Simeon Cary's company, 
in Col. Thomas Doty*s regiment, in sorvieo from Maruh 
13 to Dec. 11,1758: 

Simeon Oarjr, eapt. James Paekard, Jr., sergt. 

Lemoel Doabar, Ist UevL 

PriwaUt. 

Bdmnnd Pottingill. Adam Kingman. 

Isaao Packard, Jr. James f«oring. 

Isaao Fuller, Jr. Jonathan Snow. 

Arobibaki Thompson, Jr. John Paekard. 

Abijah Hill. Bpbraim Jaokson. 

John MoBride. Lemuel Kingman. 
Ilonrj Kingman, Jr. 

In the roll of Capt. Joeiah Dunbar's company, in 
service from Peb. 14, 1759, to Deo. 28, 1760 : 

Blisba Qnmey, 1st lieut. 

TVtvalet. 
Bphraiiii Oole. Abijah Hill. 

The following is a list of men in Capt. Simeon 
Cary's company, in an expedition against Canada, in 
service from May 14, 1759, to Jan. 2, 1760 : 

Simeon Gary, eapt. Jonathan Snow, sergt. 

Prtvalet. 
Samuel Colo. Joecph Pottingill. 

J&U9 Pork ins. Jowhua l*aokanl. 

In the inuHUu'-roil of Ciipt. liuninol l)uiibnr*H eimi- 
pany, stationed ut Halifax, N. S., in service from 
March 31, 1759, to Nov. 1, 1760, are 

Lemuel Dunbar, oapt. Bleaser PaokiCrd, drummer. 

/VlVOlM. 

Isaao Fuller. Seth Paekard. 

Jamoa I«oring. Jonathan Perkins. 

Lomuol Kingman. 

In Capt. Lemuel Dunbar's company, in service from 
April 18, 1761, to Jan. 14, 1762, we find the 
names of 

Lemuel Dunbar, eapt. Peter Dunbar, oorp. 

Privat€9. 
Lemuel Fuller. Lemuel Kingman. 

Adaiu Kingman. Slopbuu i'oltiiigill. 

Also in the muster-rolb of Capt. Lemuel Dunbar's 
company, enlisted for an expedition to Crown Point, 
in service from March 4, 1762, to Deo. 5, 1762 : 

Lemuel Dunbar, oapt. 

Pri9ate§, 

Hugh Oarr. Abijah Hill. 

Thomas Oarr. John Pratt 

Lemuel Fuller. Philip Keynolds. 
Bpbraim Groves. 

We have thus far endeavored to present the names 
of all those who did service during the French wars. 
Doubtless many have served in these expeditions that 
are not on the rolls, or have entered other companies 
not belonging in the Bridgewater rolls. 
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Wo ciiii Hcc, however, by tlio forcguiiiir lists tliiit 
tlio North Parinh of Bridgewnt^r (now Brockton) did 
her pari in the service in which Massachusetts took 
the lead. 

The Revolntioiiary War. — No period in the his- 
tory of the world is more interesting, or more full of 
moral and political instruction, than that of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. The controversy between Great 
Britain and the American colonies arose in regard to 
the right of Parliament to tax the colonies while they 
were not allowed the privilege of representation in 
that body. Parliament determined to make the ex- 
periment, which it did, and the result of which is 
familiar to all readers of history. The first of a series 
of oppro8Hivc acU was that known as the " Acts of 
Trade,'* that tended to destroy all trade with the col- 
onies. The second act required a duty to be paid into 
the English treasury on all sugar, molasses, indigo, 
coffee, wines, etc., that came into the colonies. This 
act passed April 5, 1764, and was cidled the " Sugar 
Act." ' 

At the time of the passage of this act, it was re- 
solved to quarter ten thousand soldiers somewhere in 
America. Both of these acts were strongly opposed 
by the colonies, and laid the foundation for a still 
greafor breach in the trade between the two countries. 
Trade in the colonies was principally confined to home 
productions, and the people determined not to import 
anytliing that it was possible to do without. Parlia- 
ment finding the source of income very small, sought 
for another way to raise funds. 

On the 22d of March, 1765, the famous Stamp 
Act was passed, to go into effect on the 1st of No- 
vember following. This act required all colonial doc- 
uments, as bonds, notes, and deeds, to be written on 
stamped pn|)er, and to bear the royal seal, or to bo of 
no value. 

A general burst of indignation followed the passage 
of this act. Legislative bodies passed resolves, and 
protested against the measure. Societies in great 
numbers were formed, called ** Sons of Liberty,*' who 
det4Tiniiied lo resist ]>arlianientary oppression. People 
began to wear cloth of their own manufacture, and 
denied themselves of foreign luxuries. Economy be- 
came the order of the day, the excess of which was 
soon felt in England, as many manufacturers were idle 
for want of a market for their goods, and laborers 
began to feel the consequences of her folly. 

The king and Parliament soon saw their error, and 
rcfKnilcd this act March 18, 1706, at the same time 
declaring they had a right to tax the colonies when- 

> Tlio Uvx oil runt wiiM iiino|i«iiuo; nioltu«oM, fiix|»oiioo [lor gnl- 
lon ; and sugar, flvo shillings per hundred. 



ever they '* deemed it expedient," thereby intending 
not to give up their right to taxation, but only to 
change the form ; for the next year they passed an 
act levying a duty on glass, paper, paint, tea, etc. 
This only created continued opposition, which was 
such that Parliament thought proper to repeal all 
former resolves in regard to taxation, reserving a 
small tax of threepence a pound on tea. The strong 
resolutions passed by the colonies not to import or 
consume tea finally deprived the English government 
of a revenue from that source, and an attempt was 
made to import it through the agency of the East 
India Company, who had a right to export teas to all 
ports free of duty. Several ships were sent to the 
large cities in America. Those sent to Boston were 
consigned to some of Governor Hutchinson's relatives. 
The inhabitants were determined it should not be 
landed, and it was not. It was thrown into the sea 
by a body of men disguised as Indians. As soon as 
the news of the destruction of the tea arrived in 
England, Parliament resolved to punish the devoted 
town of Boston. Next came the Boston Port Bill, 
forbidding the landing or loading of goods in the 
harbor, passed March 25, 1774. 

All these measures that were passed by Parliament 
did not intimidate the Americans, but served to 
strengthen their firm purpose not to submit to their 
oppression in any form. 

When the Legislature of Massachusetts met at 
Salcin in June, 1774, a meeting of delegates from all 
the colonics was proposed, which soon after met at 
Philadelphia, Sept. 4, 1774, when a declaration of 
rights was agreed upon. 

At this time everything assumed the appearance of 
opposition by force. Fortifications were thrown up 
in Boston by Qen. Gage, who had been appointed 
Governor by Parliament. The Provincial Congress 
met at Concord, Oct. 11, 1774, where measures were 
taken for arming the whole province. Twelve thou- 
sand men were ordered to be raised, and to hold 
themselves in readiness at a moment's warning, and 
were called " niinute-nicn." Companies were formed 
through all {mrts of the country. Provisions and 
military stores were collected at various places, par- 
ticularly at Concord. Gen. Gage, wishing to destroy 
the means of carrying on the war by the provincials, 
detached Lieut.-Col. Smith and Maj. Pitcairn, April 
18, 1775, to proceed to Concord for the purpose of 
destroying the military stores which he had learned 
had been stored there. Information having been sent 
in advance to Concord of their movements, the people 
flew to arms, and nnirchcd in small squads to where 
they were needed. 
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When the Baitish troops arrived at Lexington, 
about five o'clock on the morning of the 19th, they 
were met by a small band of militia, paraded in front 
of the village church. Mnj. Pitoaini rode up to them 
and bade them dinperse, which command was followed 
by a scattering fire, and a general skirmish ensued, in 
which eight men were killed and several wounded. 
The main body of the troops passed on to Concord, 
where they arrived soon after sunrise, and a fight 
known as the ** Concord Fight" took place. At licx- 
ington was the first blood shed in defense of the lib- 
erty of the people, and immediately on the departure 
of the troops from that place, by an arrangement pre- 
viously made, the committees of safety throughout 
the whole country dbpatched messengers on horse in 
every direction, so that by evening every town within 
one hundred miles was informed that the war had 
commenced. The news was scattered throughout the 
towns by guns being fired, and other signals being 
given, so that people in the remote sections of a town 
were soon aware that they were needed. The news 
of this battle arrived in Bridgewuter early in the day, 
and before sunset the company had collected and 
were ready for a march. 

Afler a long and laborious search among the Revo- 
lutionary rolls, we have found the following names of 
those who have taken part in the Revolutionary war 
fVom North Bridgewater. The first we find is the 
company of minute-men that marched on the 1 9th of 
April, 1775, on the occasion of the Lexington alarm. 

List of Capt. Jofiiah Ilayden's company in Col. 
Bailey's regiment of minute-men, April 19, 1775: 

Josiali Ilaydon, oapt. William PaokarU, oorp. 

Nathan Packard, Ist lieut. Timothy A met, oorp. 

Zaohariah Qurney, 2d lieut. Jeremiah Deals, oorp. 

Reuben Paokard, sorgt. Bleaier Oole, drummer. 

Joseph Cole, sergt. Silvanus Paokard, drummer. 
Henry Kingman, sergt. 

Privatew, 

Simeon Aldon. Micah Gumey. 

Noah Ames. Anthony Dike. 

Daniel Ames. Robert Howard. 

Japhet Deal. Daniel Howard. 

Simeon Brett. Oliver Howard. 

Samuel Brett. Bela Howard. 

Soih Bryant. Simeon Keith. 

William Cole. Lomuel Paokard. 

Ephraim Cole. Jonathan Paokard. 

Jonathan Cary. Jonathan Porkins, Jr. 

Daniel Dickerman. Jonas Reynolds. 

Nathan Bdson. Joseph Reynolds. 

Barnabas Bdson. Joseph Sylvester. 

Fobes Field. Charles Snell. 

Mark Ford. Uriah South worth. 

Richard Field. John Thompson. 

Bphraim Groves. Knus Thayer. 

John Onmey. Bftekiel Washburn. 



Bbeneier Warren. 
Job BryanL 
Mannasseh Dickerman. 



Jaeob Bdson. 
Thomas Pratt. 



Also Capt. llohort Orr's company, C<il. John 
Bailey*s regiment, who marched from Bridgewater in 
consequence of the Lexington alarm : 

Daniel Cary, one month and ono day in serviee. 
Luke Packard, one month and one day in servioo. 

Capt Robert Webster's company, Qon. Pomeroy's 
raiment : 

Asa Packard, flfer, in service three months and twelve days 
from April 27, 1775. 

We find in the roll of Capt. Nathan MitoheH's 
company, that marched from Bridgewater in conse- 
quence of the licxington alarm, the li)th of April, 
1775, the name of 

Jonathan Cary, in service eleven days. 

Again on the 23d of April, 1775, the Provincial 
Congress resolved to raise thirteen thousand five hun- 
dred men from Massachusetts immediately, the term 
of service to be eight months. Among these we find 
the following companies : 

A muster-roll of Capt. John Porter's company in 
Col. Paul D. Sargent's regiment : 

Term of serviee. 

John Porter, captain.... June 29 to August, 1775. 

Isaac Fuller, sergeant July 7 

Uriah South worth, oorporal^une 29 
Exekiel Washburn, oorporal..June 29 

Samuel Cole, drummer July 7 

Luther Cary, fifer June 29 

Daniel Amos, private July 7 

Ebenosor lidson, private... ..Juno SO 

Benjaiuiin Puller, " June 30 

William SImw, " Juno 27 

No man of this company received any guns, bay- 
onets, cartridge-boxes, or clothing, excepting what he 
provided himself with. 

A complete list of men in Capt Josiah Hayden's 
company, in Col. John Thomas* regiment, to Aug. 
1, 1775 : 

M. W. D. 

John Hayden, captain 3 1 1 

Zechariab Quroey, first lieutenant 8 1 1 

Joseph Cole, ensign 8 11 

Bleaser Cole, sergeant 3 1 1 

Bphraim Qroves, sergeant 8 1 1 

Job Bryant, oorporal 3 11 

Itiohanl Field, corporal 3 11 

Sylvanus Packard, drummer 3 11 

Simeon Brett, private 3 11 

Luther Cary, " , 3 6 

Soul h worth Cole, '* 2 6 

Thomas Crafts, " 3 1 1 

Daniel Dickerman, private 3 11 

Anthony Dike, '* Armorer. 

William French, '* 3 3 

Micah Qurney, " 3 1 1 

Jonathan Paokani, " 3 11 

Oliver Packard, •' 3 1 I 

Thaddeus Pratt, « 3 1 1 

Joseph Snell, *< 2 1 I 
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In Cnpt. Daniel Lotlirop's compnnj, in Ool. John 
Bailey's regiment, for ei^rlit inoiitliH* Rervioo, from 
May 3, 1775, were the following: 

Term of SerrlM. 

Enhrnim Jftokson Three months. 

Eboneser Dnnbnr... One month. 

Adftm Mofrnrd Three months und six days. 

Nathnn Loiich One month and two dnyfl. 

Diinicl l*aokanl One month and two days. 

Matthew Pettingill One month and two days. 

A uiu8ter-roH of Capt. Frederick Pope's company 
(eight months* service) to Aag. 1, 1775 : 

Eleaser Snow, enl. June 25, 1775. 
Mannasseh Dickerman, enl. June 24, 1775. 
Eleaser Snow, enl. June 27, 1776. 

Names of men enlisted in Capt. Thomas Pierce's 
oouipaiiy of artillery, in Col. Knox's regiment, for 
service at lloxhury, Deo. 16, 1775 : 

Elijah Packard. Jonathan Packard. 

An exact roll of Capt. Elisha Mitchell's company, 
in Col Simeon Cary's regiment, that marched April 
2, 1775: 

.lofic|ili (/olo, liout. Samuel Colo, drummer. 

JoHoph Bncll, Corp. 

Private§, 

Daniel Ames. Ichabod Packard. 

Jonathan Gary. Daniel Gary. 

JoMiah Packard. Simoon Keith. 

Thomas Craft. Luko Packard. 
.Jonathan Keith. 

Capt. Eliakim Howard's company, in Col. Edward 
Mitcheirs regiment, that was ordered to march to the 
service of the United States, March 4, 1776 : 

Daniel Howard. Jeremiah Thayer, Jr. 

Simeon Keith. 

Capt. Henry Prentiss' company, in Col. Marshall's 
regiment, raised for the defense of Boston, July 5, 
1776: 

Zechariah Gurnoy, lieut. Joseph Cole, lieut. 

List of Ahiel Pierce's company, in Col. Nicholas 
Dike's regiment, from Aug. 3, 1776, to Nov. 29, 1776 : 

Barsillai Field. Ichabod Packartl. 

Stephen IVttiugill. 

The following persons were in the service under 
Capt. Henry Prentiss, in Col. Thomas Marshall's 
regiment, to Aug. 1, 1776: 

Zechariah Qurney, enl. May 4th. 
John Thompson, enl. June 8th. 
Esekiel Washburn, enl. June 8th. 
Zechariah Qurney, enl. June 8th. 
Gideon Linooln, on!. Juno 8th. 
Mark Ford, enl. Juno Hth. 
Knns Thayer, enl. July 8th. 
Joseph HoynoIdH, onl. July 12th. 
David Uaynolds, enl. July 12th. 
40 



This company was also in service from August to 
Nov. 1, 1776, at the expiration of which time they 
enlisted for one month additional service. 

A muster-roll of Capt. Snell's company, in Col. 
Mitchell's regiment of militia, who marched on the 
alarm to Rhode Island, Dec. 8, 1776, and were in 
Horvico two weeks and two days : 



David Packard, 1st lieut. 
John Packard, 2d lieut. 
William Packard, sergt. 



PrivatM, 



Timothy Ames. 
Daniel Amas. 
Jonas Packard. 
Jonathan Ilayden. 
Fobos Field. 
Joshua Amo«. 



Jeremiah Beal, sergt. 
Eftra Gary, sergt. 
Samuel Brett, oorp. 

Gharles Snell. 
Eleaser Soow. 
Ephraim Packard. 
Simeon Alden. 

* 

Henry Thayer. 



The following are those having served in the artil- 
lery companies : 

A roll of officers and men in Capt. Daniel Lothrop's 
company, in Col. Thomas Cra(\s regiment of artillery, 
in the service of Massjichusetts Bay, up to the first 
day of August, 177G : 

Joseph Golo, I St liout., enl. May 0, 1776. 
Richard Field, sergt., enl. May 18, 1770. 
Samuel Gole, drummer, enl. May 10, 1770. 
Jeromiah Thnyer, matrofs, enl. May 20, 1770. 

This company was also in service from Aug. 1 to 
Nov. 1, 1776; also from Nov. 1, 1776, to Feb. 1, 
1777: 

Eleazcr Snow enlisted in this company November 
1st, and was in service with the above-named men 
from Feb. 1, 1776, to the 7th of May of the same 
year. 

Jan. 26, 1777, a resolve was passed by the Assem- 
bly, making a requisition on Massachusetts for every 
seventh man of sixteen years old and upward, with- 
out any exception (save the people called Quakers), 
to fill up the fifteen battalions called for by the Con- 
tinental Congress, to serve three years or during the 
war. The following are those enlisted from Bridge- 
water : 

Eboneser Bdson, Grano's regiment; throe years; Frothing- 
ham Go. 

Mioah Gnrney, Thirteenth Regiment; three years; Light In- 
fantry Go. 

Joshua Gushman, Ninth Regiment; throe years; Gapt. Miller. 

Ephraim Groves, Grane's regiment; three years; Frothing- 
ham (^. 

Nehemiah Packard, Thirteenth Regiment; during war; Light 
Infantry Co. 

llonjamin Paokard, Thirteenth Regiment; daring war; Gapi. 
Allen. 

Daniel Packard, Fourteenth Regiment; three years; 8th Go. 

The following persons marched on a secret expedi- 
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tioD to TivertOQ, R. I., and were in senrioe from Sept. 
25th to OoL 30, 1777 : 

Nathaniel Paokard, lit lieot; Jonathan Packard, 2d Ueat{ 

Nathaniel Mauley, iergt. 



Beth Bdton. 
Caleb Howard. 
Simeon Paokard. 
Shepard Paokard. 



/VtvalM. 

Biyah Paokard. 
John Pratt. 
John Pratt (2d). 
John Paokard. 



Each of this company received a bounty of twenty 
dollars per month. 

Oapt. Edward Cobb*8 company tliat marched from 
Bridgewater to Bristol, R. I., April 21, 1777, for 
two months' service : 

Time In Senrioe. 
M. W. D. 

Daniel Howard, let lieat 2 4 

Hesokiah Paokard, afer 2 4| 

Danilliii Field 2 4| 

Zeohariah Gurney 2 ii 

Oliver Paokard 2 4* 

Jonathan Snow 2 4 

HughCarr 2 4 

We also find in Capt. Stetson's company, Col. Mar- 
shall's regiment, the name of 

Danlol Paokard, onl. April 0, 1777. 

Joshaa Warren was in Capt. Bartlett's company, 
in Col. Wesson's regiment, Miiy 7, 1777. 

Solomon Packard was in service in Capt. Benjamin 
Bdgeirs company. Col. John Jacob's regiment, five 
months and sixteen days, 1777. 

A draft was made for men to reinforce the northern 
army Jan. 1, 1778. For this service, in Capt. Jacob 
Allen's company, Col. John Bailey's regiment, from 
Massachusetts, in the camp at Valley Forge, Jan. 24, 
1778, is the name of 

Caleb Howard, oorp. 

A pay-roll of Capt. Nathan Packard's company, in 
Col. Thomas Carpenter's regiment of militia, in the 
State of Massachusetts, from July 25 to September 9, 
1778, in service in Rhode Island : 



Nathan Paokard, oapt 
Jesfe Perkins, let lieot. 
Nathaniel Oroatt, 3d lieut. 

Privatet, 

Mannatseh Diokerman. 
Simeon Keith. 
David Paokard. 
Amti Brett. 
Samuel Craft. 
Mark Ford. 



Joseph Reynolds, eorp. 
Bbeneter Dnnbar, oorp. 



John Pratt. 
Daniel Pettingill. 
Simeon Packard. 
David Reynolds. 
John Thompson. 



Capt. John Ames' company of militia, who marched 
to Rhode Island and joined Col. Nathaniel Wade's 
regiment on the 27th of June, 1778, for a term of 
twenty days, agreeably to a resolve of the General 
Court: 



Daniel Howard, Ist Heat. Jjomnel Quruey, fifer. 

PrivaUt. 

OIlTor Paokard. 
Thomas Pnttt. 
Barsillai Field. 
Mieah Pratt. 



Daniel CSary. 
Beth Bdson. 
Asa Keith. 
Joshua Warren. 
Thomas Paokard. 



** A return of men mustered for Col. Robinson's 
regiment, by James Hatch, muster-master for the 
county of Plymouth, to serve in ye New England 
States until January, 1778 :" 



Uriah Southworth. 
Alpheus Gary. 
Peter Bdson. 
Simeon Dnnbar. 
Bloater Snow. 



Daniel Howard. 
Sonthworth Cole. 
Oliver Paokard. 
Lnther Cary. 
Abiah Southworth, July 
2«, 1778. 



Ill Capt. Joseph Colo's company. Col. John Jncoh's 
regiment, in the Continental service one year from 
Jan. 1, 1778, we find the following names : 

Joseph Cole, oapt. Hesekiah Paokard, fifer. 

Isaiah Fuller, 1st lieut. 

Privatea, 

Alphous Oary. Joshua Wiirron. 

Peter Bdson. Luther Cary. 

Bphraim Churohill. 

In September, 1778, the following persons were 
mustered into the service of the States, to serve till 
Jan. 1, 1779: 



Hesekiah Paokard. 
Jeremiah Thayer. 



Zeohariah Gumey. 
Oliver Paokard. 



Isaiah Fuller was a lieutenant in Capt. Joseph 
Cole's company, in Col. John Jacobs' regiment, from 
April 1, 1778, to January, 1779, for nine months' 
service. 

In Capt. Calvin Partridge's company of militia, in 
Col. Samuel Pierce's regiment, stationed at Little 
Compton, R. I., April 30, 1779 : 

Zooh. Gurnoy, 1st lieut. Zoohariah Watkins, liout. 

James Paokard, sergt. Lemuel Gumey, private. 

Pnvat€§, 

Solomon Hill. Shepard Paokard. 

Daniel Brett. 

Were in Col. Eira Wood's regiment for one month ; 
enlisted for service at Ticonderoga in May and part 
of June, 1778. 

Shepard Packard also enlisted in Capt. Edward 
Sparrow's company. Col. Nathan Tyler's regiment, in 
June, 1779. 

Joseph Sylvester enlisted in Col. Bailey's regiment, 
for three years or during the war, Oct. 24, 1779. 

The pay-roll for six-months men raised in the town 
of Vridgcwator, in July, 1780, for Continental ser- 
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yice, containH the following names from the Nortli 
Parish : 



Akoriiian Pottingill. 
Zeohariab Garoey. 

Also 

Simeon Koitb, sergt., 
Joroininh Thftyor, corp., 



Hugh Garr. 
Solomon Packard. 



Jacob Packard, private, 



that marched on the alarm to Rhode Island, by 
order of Council, Julj 22, 1780, in service from July 
30th to August 9th. 

Capt. David Packard's company, in Col. £liphalet 
Gary's regiment, who marched on the alarm to Rhode 
Ishind, July 22, 1780, in service from July 23d to 
Ang. 9, 1780: 

David Paoknnl, oapt. Uloaxer Snow, 2d liout. 



SSergeanU. 



Daniel Howard. 
William Packard. 

Fobos Field. 
Kplinuni (/olo. 
.loiinilian Carj. 

IMiilip Packard. 
Daniel Howard. 
Bela Howard. 
William Brett. 
Josbua Aniee. 
Alpbens Gary. 
TImotbj Anic8. 
Howard Gary. 
Lemuel Packard. 
Barnabas Pratt, Jr. 
Tliomns Packard. 
Gbarles Hay den. 
David Gurney. 
Richard Field. 
Epbraim Field. 
Zecbariab Howard. 
Jonathan Ufynolds. 
.ltiino« l*crkinti. 
Daniel Dickonnan. 
Dniiiol Auioe. 



Corporalt. 



Epbraim Packard. 
Samuel Brett. 

TiUthor Gary, fife mnjor. 
Micah (lurnoy, drummer. 



Privntca, 



Solomon Hill. 
Adin Packard. 
Levi Packard. 
Abiah Packard. 
Jo8hua Gush man. 
Ichabod Howard. 
Barnabaa Pratt. 
Nathaniel Snell. 
Joseph Reynold!. 
Rnos Thayer. 
Elcaxer Gole. 
Timothy Reynolds. 
Jeremiah Beat. 
Samuel Ghesman. 
Eleaser Snow, Jr. 
Mnnnaseeb Dickerman. 
.Tob Ames. 
Noah Amos. 
John Gurney. 



An order was passed by the Assembly to raise two 
thousand men to reinforce northern armies in 1780. 

In this service we Ond from the North Parish, in 
Bridgcwnter, 



Hugh Garr, 



Akernian Pettingill, 



in Capt. Hancock's company, who marched from 
Springfield July 4, 1780, for six months. 

Zcchariah Ourney was in the Eleventh Division, 
and marched from Springfield under command of En- 
sign Bancroft for six months, July 11, 1780. 

Solomon Packard was in the seventh division of 
six-months men who marched from Springfield under 
the coinmund of Cupt. Dix, July 7, 1780. 

The following is a list of Capt. Nathan Packard's 



company in Maj. Eliphalet Oary*s regiment, that 
marched on account of the alarm in llhode Island, 
July 22, 1780, by order of Council, from North 
Bridgewater : 

Nathan Packard, capt. John Thompson, sergt. 

Jesse Perkins, Ist lieut. 

Pnvate§, 

Mark Packard. Galeb Pnckard. 

Josiah Packard. Simeon Packard, Jr. 

Anthony Dike. Jacob Packard. 

Mark Perkins. William Shaw, Jr. 

Barnabas Bdson. Daniel Shaw. 

Seth Bdson. NaphUli Shaw. 

Bbeneter Bdson. Gilbert Snell. 

Benjnmin Keith. John Tilden. 

Seth Kinf;man. Rufus Brett. 

Daniel Man Icy. Asa Packard. 

Shepard Packard. Josiah Bdson. 

Jonathan Perkins. Josiah Perkins, Jr. 

Again we find in the company of Capt. Lake Biok- 
nell, in Col. Putnam's regiment at West Point, N. Y., 
1781, several persons from North Bridgewater: 



Joshua Gushman. 
Simoon Packard. 
Thomas Packard. 



Marlboro Packard. 
Isaiah Packard. 
Daniel Alden. 



The following persons enlisted in Col. John Bailey's 
regiment, Jan. 25, 1782, to reinforce the Continental 
army: 



Joseph Sylvester. 
Benjamin Kingman. 
Daniel Packard. 



Noah Pratt. 
John ThomiMon. 



We have now given the reader an account of those 
who took part in the war that resulted in our national 
independence. Imperfect as this list may be, owing 
to the unconnected tattered rolls at the State-house, 
we have endeavored to get the names of all who did 
military duty during the eight years' strife between 
England and America, and place them in readable 
form. We have brought the account down to the 
close of the war, or to the time of the signing of the 
treaty at Paris, in November, 1782. The war had 
grown exceedingly unpopular ader the surrender of 
Cornwallis at Yorktown, in October, 1781, although 
nothing definite was done till March, 1782, when the 
House of Commons voted not to prosecute the war 
any further. At the close of that year oommissioners 
were chosen on both sides, who met at Paris, and afler 
a long consultation, they agreed upon the articles of 
peace. These were signed November 30th of that 
year, and on the 20th of January, 1783, hostilities 
ceased between the two countries. 

On the 19th of April, just eight years afler the 
battle of licxington, Washington issued his proclama- 
tion of peace. Thus ended a war of nearly eight 
years' duration, in which a hundred thousand lives 
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were lost, and millions of property destroyed. Tt was 
the decision of tliis war that estahlished the United 
States among the powers of the earth. In looking 
over the list of persons that took part in the battles 
of oar country, we should not forget those who were 
left at home to provide for the families of absent 
ones. In many instances the women of the town 
had to till the soil to obtain what food was actually 
needed for subsistence; in short, every nerve was 
brought into requisition to provide home-made cloth, 
stockings, Hhirts, and blankets, that were ciillcd for by 
the government in largo quantities; and although the 
women, wives, and mothers of those who fought the 
battles could not fight in the face of the foe with 
muskets, they did their part in aiding and abetting ; 
and their deeds were as heroic in many instances as 
those we record ; may thoir memory over bo cheriHhod 
with gratitude, and stimulate us all to act well our part, 
and thus be mutual helpers to each other through life, 
that at its close we may have the satisfaction of feel- 
ing that we have done our whole duty, and done it 
well. 

Shay*8 Bebellion. — At the conclusion of the Revo- 
lutionary war, peace and independence having been 
established, the attention of the people was directed 
to the finances of the country. The English mer- 
chants flooded the country with foreign goods, and 
thereby drained us of specie, and ruined the manu- 
facturers. This involved merchants and others in 
debt. 

The masses of the people, finding themselves bur- 
dened under the weight of taxes and loss of employ- 
ment, became quite disheartened and uneasy, and 
hence could easily be led into almost any kind of a 
scheme to relieve their burdens. Debts could not be 
collected, and the heavy taxes were the ruin of a great 
many. During this state of feeling, a few persons, 
taking advantage of that condition of affairs, called a 
public meeting, which was held at Hatfield, Mass., in 
August, 1786, to see what they could do to better 
themselves. This meeting so inflamed the people 
that a mob of fifleen hundred persons assembled at 
Northampton, to prevent the sitting of the courta. 
From thence the insurrection fire oontinued to bum 
and spread throughout the State. One Daniel Shay, 
of Pelham, Mass., was one of the principal movers in 
the scheme. A similar company was collected at 
Springfield, in September following. Here they found 
a military force sufficient to stop their proceedings. 
Similar gatherings were had in the towns where the 
county courts were held, in other parts of the State, 
the object being to stop all means of collecting debts 
by the usual process of law. Such a gathering was 



had at the oonrt-houae in Taunton, Rristol Co., in 
September, 1786. 

At this place, as before, the insurgents found that 
preparations had been made for a grand reception ; 
and after a delay of a day or two, in frightening the 
people in that vicinity, the mob dispersed. 

. Among those called to suppress this rebellion at 
Taunton were the following oompanies from Bridge- 
water. The list below gives the names of those from 
the North Parish of Bridgewater : 

** A mustor anil |>fty rolo of y<i 7ili ooin|miiy uf militia in tlio 
3d regiment, in llio oountj of Pljiuouib, and oouiiuaiidod by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Orr, — 



Lemuel Pnekard, oapi. 
Daniel Gary, 1st lieui. 
Samuel Brett, 2d lieut. 
Purnieniie Packard, aorgt. 



Private*. 



Oliver Howard. 
Robert- Howard. 
John Howard. 
Jonae Howard. 
William Reynolds. 
Bareillai Field. 



Howard Cary, sergt. 
Kphraim Fild, eorp. 
Josiab Reynolds, drum'r. 
Bpbniim Sturtovant, fifor. 



Oideon Howard. 
Seth Bdson. 
James (^ry. 
Daniel Ames. 
Thomas Paokard. 
John Crafts. 



" The abovo- named persons were in serviee from Septem- 
ber Olh to thoiath, 1786. 
** Sworn to before 

''JinrricB Howard. 

"Lbmubl Paokaki», GapUtin," 

" A muster and pay role of Captain John Thompson's oom- 
pany of militia, in servioe from September 9 to September IS, 
1786: 

John Thoiii|Mion, oaptain. 

PrivaUM* 

I«evi Washburn. lehabod Rruyint. 

Jeromiuh Thayer. Calvin Bruyini. 

Mark Perkins. Job Bruyint. 

Josiah Perkins. Job Bruyint, Jr. 

Amasa Brett. Daniel Perkins. 

Leonard Orcntt. Nathan Keith. 

Oliver Paokard. Daniel Bruyint. 

Obadiah West. Seth Kingman. 

Nathan Packard. Calvin Brett. 

Nathan Paokard, Jr. William Shaw. 

David Bdson, Jr. Henry Kingman. 

Thomas Thompson, Jr. lehabod Bdson. 

Jonathan Keith. Bphraim Groves. 

Josiah Paokard. Japliet Benls. 

Jonathan Perkins, Jr. Jonas Howard. 

Blijah Paokard. Besa Bruyint. 
Peter Bruyint. 

" Sworn to before 

"JnsTioB Howard. 

"John TiiOMitioN, Oitptain. 
** BRiDCinwATBH, September ye 9th, 1786." 

War of 1812.— The war of 1812 was memorable 
as the opening of a second war with England. The 
difficulty existing between the two nntiiuis eonsisted 
in the English government improsHing our seamen on 
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board their ships, and by a series of depredations upon 
our coroiuerce, even upon our own coasts, together 
with insults to the American flag in various ways. 

On the 4th of April an embargo was placed upon all 
vessels within the jurisdiction of the United States 
for ninety days, and on tlio 18th of June war was 
formally declared by the President between England 
and the United States. Various incidents and many 
interesting events occurred both on land and sea 
during the years 1812, 1813, and 1814, which we 
have not space to publish. The skirmishing on the 
sea was spirited, and resulted in many victories to our 
forces, and on land was as favorable as could be ex- 
pected, and in the end secured to us our rights as 
AuH^ricanH. 

The plan of operations at first was to guard our 
sea-coasts, sending troops to man them by calls on the 
militia at various times, the whole under the direction 
of the regular army. The spring of 1 8 1 4 opened with 
the loss of the ship ** Essex," of the navy, ut Valpa- 
raiso, which served to stimulate the people of the 
United States to renewed activity, although the war 
was considered by many as uncalled for. Fortunately, 
there were those who thought it best to maintain* 
their dignity, and not allow any injustice to be done 
to our seamen. During the year 1814 the militia 
along the seaboard towns were culled upon to guard 
the forts. Among thase who responded to the call 
fi-om North Bridgcwat^ir was the following company : 

" Piij-roll of a oompniiy of infantry, iindor oonnnand of Gapt> 
Nolioniiali Linooln, dotacliod from tlio Third llofrimont, First 
Brigade, in tbo Fiflli Division, stationed at Plymouth, under 
the command of Lieut.-Col. Caleb Howard, commandant." 



Nebemiah Lincoln, oapt. 
Ephraim Cole, Jr., lieut. 

SerfftantB, 

(ilustavus 8y Wester. 
Josiab Dunbar. 



Silas Dunl>ar, ensign. 



Martin Kingman. 



Corporah. 



Jabm Kingman. 
Galen Manley. 

Ilobort S. llulbroolc. 



John Ames. 
Benjamin Ames. 
Oliver Bryant. 
John Burrill, Jr, 
Samuel Brett. 
Zibeon Brett. 
Zenas Brett. 
John Battles. 
William Battles. 
Chnstcr Cooloy. 
Zoiias Cary. 
Luther Cary. 



Daniel Paokard. 
Nathan Jones. 



Mu9ieian§, 



Privates, 



George W. Burt. 

Martin Cary. 
Simeon Dunbar. 
Samuel Dike, Jr. 
Bolft C. Dike. 
Samuel Diokerman. 
John Delano. 
Isaac Bames. 
John Field. 
Asa Howard. 
Cyrus Ilowanl. 
Tiowls Howard. 
Oliver Howard, Jr. 



Otis Howard. 
Gideon Howard. 
Austin Howard. 
Oliver Howard. 
Ira Hayward. 
Manley Hayward. 
James Hatch. 
Bernard Jackson. 
Isaac Whiting. 
Benjamin Kingman. 
James Loring. 
John May. 
Ambrose Packard. 
Luke Packard. 
Jesse Paokard. 
Sullivan Packard. 
Arsa Packard. 
Zibeon Packard. 
Tliouias Hnynolds. 
Matthew Snoll. 
Oliver Snoll. 
Jeremiah Snell. 
John Smith. 
Newton Shaw. 
Simeon Warren. 
Cyrus Warren. 
Ephraim Willis, Jr. 
James Willis. 
Ebonczer Crocker. 



Jason Paokard. 
David Packard (2d). 
Loring White. 
Nathaniel Ames. 
Theron Ames. 
Joseph Paokard. 
Cyrus B. Phillips. 
Waldo Hayward. 
Martin Drake. 
Isaac Packard. 
Lemuel Sumner. 
David Paokard. 
Si Ivan us French. 
Simeon Cary. 
Bnos Thayer. 
Qalen Paokard. 
Charles Clapp. 
Uesokiah Packard. 
Charlt'S Lincoln. 
Sidney Howard. 
Sprague Snow. 
Qalen Warren. 
Jonathan Bdson. 
Nathaniel Amos. 
Howard Manley. 
John Thompson. 
Waldo Field. 
Salmon Manley. 
Osen Qamey. 



" Plymouth, Got. 12, 1814. 

" This may certify that the above is a true and correct roU of 
the company under my command, from the 20th of September 
to the 12th of October, 1814. 

"Nbhsmiah LiifOOLN, Captain," 

The following persons were also in service three 
days, from the 12tli to the 15th of October, 1814, 
under the command of Capt. Nohemiah Lincoln, and 
not included in the above list : 



Nahum Leonard, lieuL 
Seth Keith, sergt. 
Ansel Alger, sergt. 



Simeon Taylor, corp. 
Jona. Copeland, 3d eorp. 



Privatet, 



David Ames. 
Charles Copeland. 
Bbeneter Caldwell, Jr. 
Peres Robinson. 
Daniel Hartwell, Jr. 
Asa Briggs. 
Pores Williams, Jr. 
Seba Howard. 
Eloaior Churchill, Jr. 
John Colwell. 



Charles Ames. 
Beser Lathrop. 
Gershom Oroutt. 
Howard Alger. 
Kingman Cook. 
Benjamin Randall. 
Asa Packard. 
Edward C. Howard. 
Samuel Paokard. 
Charles Dunbar. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The llobollion of 1861— Blootiun of I860— SUto of the Ouun- 
trj at tho Ooiniiiciioomoiit of tho llobollion — Rtratiiior '*8tiir 
of the West"— SoooMioii of South OaroHtia — Firlnf upon 
Fort Bomter — Call for BeToni j-flre Thooiand Voluntcert for 
Three Months — Company F, Twelfth Massaohasotts Regimont 
—Casualties and Changes in the Twelfth Regiment-— Nar- 
Martland's Brass Band— ratire of the Twelfth Regiment — 
Call for more Troops— Company I» First Massachusetts Car- 
airy — List of Changes and Casualties in the Same— Compa- 
nies and Regiments in which Soldiers hare been in the Ser- 
rioe — One Hundred Days' Men — List of Changes, Prisoners, 
Promotions, Deaths, etc., during the Rebellion. 

It ifl well known that there had existed for a long 
time a bitter antagonifim between the Northern and 
Southern portions of the United States upon the 
great subject of slavery. Fierce party contentions 
had long existed, and ever will continue under a free 
elective government. 

Till the election of November, 1860, however, 
there never was a Southern Presidential candidate 
that did not receive electoral votes at the North, nor 
a Northern candidate who did not receive electoral 
votes at the South. Tho country at this time was in 
a state of unexampled prosperity. Agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures — East, West, North, and 
South — had just recovered from the great financial 
crisis of 1857, and our country was spoken of and 
regarded by the rest of the civilized world as among 
the most prosperous nations of the world. We had 
been classed (with England, France, and Russia) as 
one of the four leading powers of the age. No 
sooner bad the results of the election of November 
6th been made known than it appeared on the part 
of one of the Southern States — and whose example 
was soon afler followed by others — that it had been 
the firm intention of those States not to abide the 
result of the election unless it resulted in giving 
them their candidate. They wore not satisfied with 
having had their own choice for sixty years, and now 
they had agreed not to abide by the decisions of the 
majority, in the event of the election of Abraham 
Lincoln, and in consequence of this the greatest 
conspiracy of the nineteenth century came to light, 
and the . nation at once became involved in a civil 
war. 

The first overt act of war committed in pursuance 
of this treasonable conspiracy, after the formal act of 
South Carolina passing its secession ordinance, was 
the firing upon a national transport, laden with men 
and supplies for the garrison in Charleston harbor. 
The date of the ordinance was Dec. 20, 1 860. The 
firing upon the steamer *' Star of the W est" was Jan. 



9, 1861. The oommenoement of tho Rebellion is 
dated fVom April 12, 1861, when the reliols, who 
numbered by hundreds, oommonoed firing ufum Fort 
Sumter fVoro every direction. 

It was then the intention of the rebels to follow up 
thu first blow by seiiing the capital at Washington. 
In ihu they were frustrated; for on the 15th of 
April the War Department called for seventy-five 
thousand troops fh>m the militia of the several States 
for three months* service, who hastened to Washing- 
ton, and thus saved the capital of the nation. In no 
portion of the world was ever an army gathered so 
quickly ; in less than two months over two hundred 
thousand men were in the army, ready for action. 
The response to the President's calls was truly won- 
derful, both in men and money. 

On the 16th the Sixth Massachusetts Regiment 
was on its way to the seat of government by railroad, 
and the Third and Fourth Regiments mbved by 
steamers ; on the 18th the Eighth Regiment marched 
under Oen. Butler ; on the 20th the Third Battalion 
of Rifles, under Maj. Devens ; and the Fifth Infan- 
try, with Cook's battery of light artillery, on the 
Imorning of the 2l8t. The number of troops far- 
nishcd by MaHsacliusotts under these mils for throe 
months' service were three thousand seven hundred 
and thirty-six. 

The call for volunteers in the month of April, 
1861, was met in the spirit of *76. Frequent meet- 
ings were held, patriotic speeches were made, and 
volunteers came up nobly to fill the ranks. 

On Saturday evening, April 20, 1861, a large and 
enthusiastic meeting was held in the vestry of the 
New Jerusalem Church for the purpose of forming 
a new military company. Dr. Alexander Hichborn 
was chairman of the meeting, Jonas R. Perkins, Esq., 
secretary. There were about one thousand persons 
present. Spirited and patriotic addresses were made, 
and over one hundred came forward and enlisted iu 
the service of their country. 

Twelfth Massaohosetts Regiment — The follow- 
ing company enlbted as volunteers for three years or 
during the war : 

Roll of Company F, Twelflh Rqriment, Capt. 
Alexander Hichborn, as corrected at Fort Warren, 
July 13, 1861, under command of Col. Fletcher 
Webster : 

Alexander Hichborn, 89, oapt.. North Bridgewater, phyaioian, 

married. 
Alpheua K. Harmon, 84, let lieni., North Bridge water, painter, 

married. 
Hiram W. Gopeland, 20, 2d lieut., North Bridgewater, olork> 

lingle. 
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John S. Rtmliliinl. 31, Ist sorgt., North liridgo water, bmsh 

iimiitirActnrcr, iiinrriod. 
Nathan II. Croiby, 29, 2d sergt., Bridgo water, awl-forger, 

married. 
Charles L. Sprool, 26, 3d lergt.. North Bridgewater, stitcher, 

mnrried. 
Francis P. Jiolmes, 31, 4th sergt.. North Bridgewater, awl- 

forgor, married. 
James B. Sampson, 24, 5th sergt.. North Bridgewater, mer- 
chant, single. 
James 8. Tonnet, 30, eorp.. North Bridgewater, wood-tnrner, 

married. 
Uriah Haooj, 35, oorp.. North Bridgewater, trader. 
Roewell C. Amsden, 33, oorp.. North Bridgewater, boot-oatter, 

marriod. 
Galen Bdson, 33, corp.. North Bridgewater, oabinct-malcer, 

married. 
Oharloii II. llolnliart, 39, oorp., North Britlgowator, carpenter, 

marric<l. 
Fredericlc 0. Packard, 18, Corp., North Bridgewater, melodeon 

manufacturer, single. 
Walter D. Packard, 20, oorp.. North Bridgewater, clerk, single. 
Bdwin T. Gowell, 19, oorp.. North Bridgewater, baggage- 
master, single. 
James Sullivan, 12, musician, Boston, single. 
Joseph Lynch, 22, wagoner, East Stoughton, teamster, single. 
James A. Allen, 23, private. North Bridgewater, machinist, 

single. 
Luther B. Alden, 30, private. North Bridgewater, lx>ot-cutter, 

married. 
James F. Andrews, 35, private, North Bridgewater, cabinet- 
maker, married. 
Leander B. Andrews, 30, private, North Bridgewater, painter, 

married. 
Lawrence Burke, 19, private. North Bridgewater, cooper, single. 
John Harry, 10, private. North Andovcr, nniohinist, single. 
Isaac W. Blanchard, 25, private, North Bridgewater, butcher, 

' marriod. 
llcnry Burns, 28, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
Eli Bunker, 20, prirate. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, single. 
Henry L. Bunker, 18, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
William II. Benney, 22, private. North Bridgewater, boot- 
maker, single. 
John li. (/oltor, 21, private, North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
Henry R. Coots, 40, private, Chelsea, shoemaker, married. 
George W. Childs, 21, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
John Creighton, 21, private, Boston, laborer, single. 
Malcolm I), llalborg, 30, private. North Bridgewater, sboo- 

makor, single. 
Thomas Doyle, 30, private, North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

Hinglo. 
Albert S. Dean, 27, private, North Bridgewater, machinist, 

married. 
Aaron B. Dodge, 22, private. North Bridgewater, bootmaker, 

single. 
Joseph P. Davis, 23, private. East Randolph, shoemaker, 

marrie<l. 
Sargent Daniels, 37, private, North Bridgewater, butcher. 
Solh Kdmin, 33, private. North Bridgewater, carpenter, married. 
Aaron H. Frost, 23, private, Tiowell, shoemaker, single, 
.loncpli W. Freeman, 22, private, North Hridgewator, neodlo- 

makor, single. 



Henry W. Freeman, 33, private, North Bridgewater, ihoe- 

maker, married. 
Robert F. Fuller, 29, private, North Bridgewater, shoe-eatter, 

married. 
John E. Ford, 25, private, Boston, barber, single. 
Andrew J. Froet, 81, private, North Bridgewater, bootmaker, 

single. 
John C. Greeley, 33, private, North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

married. 
Warren A.Holmes, 20, private, North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
Linus P. Howard, 24, private, North Bridgewater, shoe-eutter, 

single. 
Rufus F. Hull, 23, private, Georgetown, mannfaoturer, married. 
Albert P. Hovey, 82, private, Boxford, wheelwright, married. 
Nathaniel H. Hall, 30, private, North Bridgewater, stitcher, 

married. 
Christopher T. Harris, 21, private, Plymouth, tin- worker, single. 
Volnoy Howard, 21, private, Randolph, bootmaker, single. 
Clarence B. Hartwell, 25, private. North Bridgewater, boot- 
maker, married. 
John 8. Hamilton, 25, private. North Bridgewater, l)ootmaker, 

single. 
John Ilallihan, 24, private, Lowell, shoemaker, married. 
Charles Howard, 20, private. North Bridgewater, farmer^ 

single. 
William W. Hayden, 17, private. South Bridgewater, olerk, 

single. 
Andrew Jackson, 22, private. West Bridgewater,' shoe-outter, 

single. 
Laban Jackson, 20, private. North Bridgewater, farmer, single. 
Thaddeus Keith, 28, private. North Bridgewater, farmer, 

single. 
Dexter D. Keith, 29, private. North Bridgewater, shoemakeri 

marric<l. 
Benjamin J. Keith, 19, private. South Bridgewater, blacksmith, 

single. 
Martin M. Keith, 22, private. South Bridgewater, shoemakeri 

single. 
Carl A. Linstead, 27, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

married. 
Timothy Leary, 18, private. West Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
F. A. Manchester, 33, private. North Bridgewater, shoe-eutterf 

married. 
Franeis N. Maroni, 20, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
Henry E. Morley, 22, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

single. 
William W. Newson, 28, private, Boston, mechanic, single. 
Arthur J. F. O'Keefe, 18, private, Boston, printer, single. 
Isaac S. Porter, 19, private, Stonghton, farmer, single. 
James A. Packard, 25, private. North Bridgewater, shoo-outtor, 

married. 
Samuel N. Packard, 37, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 

married. 
Anthony P. Phillips, 19, private. North Bridgewater, shoe- 
maker, single. 
Herbert A. Phillips, 24, private. North Bridgewater, bootmaker, 

single. 
George A. Perkins, 23, private, North Bridgewater, bootmaker, 

single. 
Gilinan B. Parker, 21, private. West Boxford, shoemaker, 

single. 
Henry 0. Richardson, 18, private, West Boxford, moehanie, 

single. 
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William 11. Bugg, 21, private, Boxford, ahoamaiiar, lingle. 

William F. Robinion, 27, privaio, Norlli Bridgowaior, farmer, 
married. 

Osgood Ring, 40,prlTate, North Bridgewatar, boot-troea, aingle. 

Oliarlei llood, 20, private^ Nurtli Hridgowaier, ili«*oiiiakor, 
lingle. 

Henrj Bogen, 27| private. South Bridgewater, ahoemaker, 
■ingle. 

Frederick 8. Bymonds, 88, private, North Bridgewater, awl- 
forger, lingle. 

Frank M. Stoddard, 19, private, East Stonghton, shoe-cutter, 
single. 

Francis A. Sanford, 21, private. North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 
single. 

Qeorge Q. Smith, 22, private, Kaston, shoemaker, single. 

Luther T. Snell, 18, private. North Bridgewater, machinist, 
single. 

Harrison Stevens, 18, private, Boston, clerk, single. 

Qeorge F. Tinkham, 24, private. North Bridgewater, shoe- 
maker, single. 

Ephraim Tinkham, 28, private, Norlh Bridgewater, shoemaker, 
single. 

Nathan M. Tripp, 25, private. North Bridgewater, carpenter, 
married. 

Ira Temple, 28, private, Boston, teamster, single. 

Joseph J. Vincent, 21, private. North Bridgewater, shoe-cutter, 
single. 

Oeorge B. Walker, 22, private, Wejmonth, bootmaker, single. 

George F. Whitoomb, Itf, private, Uandulph, lastuiakor, single. 

Thomas W. Wall, 21, private, East Sloughton, shoemaker, 
single. 

Lewis B. Wade, 10, private, Northwest Bridgewater, bootmaker, 
single. 

Herbert 0. Horse, 21, private. Box ford, shoemaker, single. 

Webster Howard, 24, private, North Bridgewater, shoemaker, 
married. 

Jerome R. Hodge, 27, private. Canton, Me., shoemaker, mar- 
ried. 

Franklin M. Godfrey, 28, private, Eauton, carpenter, single. 

Richard Paokard, 20, private. North Bridgewater, shoe-striper, 
single. 

Samuel E. Chandler, 24, private, Charlestown, clerk, single. 

Freeman Rannej, 44, private, Boston, merchant, married. 

John Howard, private. Bast Bridgewater, school-teacher, single. 

William Woods, 21, private, Boston, medical student, single. 

The Twelfth Regiment, of which Ck>iiipany F, of 
North Hrid^ewatcr) formed ii part, was oipinizod ut 
Fort Wurroii by Col. Fletcher Wcbator (tarn of the 
late lamented and illustrious EIou. Daniel Webster, of 
Marshfield, Mass.), ''a brave and generous gentle- 
man/' who foil in the battle of Bull Run Aug. 30, 
1862. The regiment, when mustered into service on 
the 26th day of June, 1861, numbered one thousand 
and forty men. Company F was recruited at North 
Bridgewater, and left that town April 29, 18G1, at nine 
o'clock A.M. The event of leaving the town was the 
ocousiou of a grand demonstration by the people of 
the town, thousands of whom had turned out to bid 
them farewell. The company assembled in their 
armory, which they left under the escort of the 
North Bridgewater Light Dragoons, Capt. Lucius 



Richmond, with the engine oompanios Nos. 2, 3, 5, 
and G, and a large lixnly of citiscns, marching to the 
music of the North Bridgowatur bniMs band, tlirough 
the villiigu lo the railnmd dcptiL The gathoring waa 
very unmerous, probably never exceeded upon any 
oocaaion in that town. A sober feeling pervaded the 
ooncourse in view of the peril to be encountered by 
our townsmen, and sympathy for those who were part- 
ing with husbands, brothers, and sons, and perhaps 
forever. A large company of citixcns with the band 
accompanied the soldiers in the train to Boston, and 
when arriving in Boston, marched in procession to 
Faneuil Hall, and from thence to their temporary 
quarters, at 71 Clinton Street. The company num- 
bered eighty, rank and file, when they left the town 
for Boston, to which there were largo additions made 
soon after. 

Martland'b Band. — Roll of North Bridgewater 
brass band attached to the Twelfth Massachusetta 
Regiment of volunteers : 

William J. Hartland. 

MtuiiaiaHt, 

Amasa 8. Glover. Fernando De Argome. 

Thaddeus M. Packard. MInot Thayer. 

Uuorge K. SturtovauL llioliard B. Atkluson. 

Samuel C. Perkins. William Dubois. 

Isaac G. Dunham. Qeorge A. Bates. 

John B. Bmmes. James 8. Bean. 

Robert 8. White. Ijouis A. Beaumont. 

Lucius H. Packard. Charles M. Capin. 

Henry C. Packard. Nathaniel Carver. 

Joseph Kennedy. John Calnan. 

This band was mustered out of the service May 8, 
1862. 

Deaths, Casualties, etc. — An account of cas- 
ualties, deaths, desertions, promotions, and changes 
in Company F, TwelAh Massachusetts Regiment : 

Alexander Hiohborn, capt., ooro. Juno 26, 1KG1 ; disoli. May 
l.% IH02. 

AlplioiiM K. Ilarmun, 1st liout. June 20, IHftI ; itapt. May 10, 
1802; wounded at the baUlo of Bull Hun; disch. July 8, 
1804, at the expiration of throe years' sorvice ; pro. aoting 
provost-marshal of the Ninth Massachusetts District June, 
1804. 

Hiram W. Copeland, 2d lieui., eom. June 20, 1861 ; disoh. Jan. 
8, 1802. 

John S. Stoddard, enlisted in Co. F, of the 12th llogt. of Mas- 
saohusetts Volunteers as a private, and immediately upon 
the organisation of the oompany wa^ appuintod ordurly 
sergeant; afterwards commissioned as second lieutenant 
May 1.S, 1802; promoted Orst lieutenant Deo. 14, 1802. 
lie wai in the buttle of Gettysburg, and narrowly oaoapod 
being taken prisoner; but by his native shrewdness and 
strategy he succeeded in getting back to his regiment; 
immediately after this he rooeived a captain's conimis»ion, 
dateii July 2^1, 1802; ho fell, while loading his men on in 
the very face of the enemy, pierced by a bullet, killing 
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him innUinlly, Mnj 10, 1864, in the hattle of Rpottnyl- 
vaiiia, Va. In ail tho positions that ho wns callcil to fill ho 
proved himseir faithful, and anoflicerof unusual oapaoitj, 
while his kind and considerate regard for his men, and his 
ever genial disposition, made him a favorite with all, 
wherever he was known, and the oouimunitj in whioh he 
lived havo roanon to dophiro tho loss of ono whoso soldierly 
qualities commanded the ros|)oot of his associates. lie was 
buried on tho baltlo-field by his mon. 

Nathan II.. Crosby, Ist sergt., disch. for disability October, 
1802. 

Clharles L. Sproul, sorgt., disch. hy ordor from War Depart- 
ment Aug. 1, 1863; afterwards attached to the navy on 
the Mississippi River; com. as 1st lieut. in Co. C, 60th 
Massaebnsetts Regt. for one hundred days' service, July 
11, 1864; capt. July .30. 

Francis P. Holmes, sorgt., disch. Sept. 1, 1861 ; afterwards re 
oulintofl, and was killofl. 

Janios n. Sampson, sergt., pro. 2d liout. Sept. 18, 1862, and 
assigned to Co. A Jan. 13, 1863; taken prisoner at the 
hattle of Oettysburg, Pa, and was an inmate of Libby 
Prison, Kiuhraond, Va. ; was a prisoner at Columbia, S. C, 
where he ran past the guard with two other fellow-captives, 
and reached the Union lines in safety, afior a perilous 
Jonrnoy of three hundred miles. 

James 8. Tsnnett, corp., nflerwards sorgt., died July 13, 1862, 
of typhoid fever, at Manassas. 

Uriah Maooy, corp., afterwards Ist lergt., tnkon prisoner at the 
battle of Oettysburg, and was a resident of Belle Isle Prison, 
Richmond, Va., till Mnroh, 1864; com. as capt. of Co. C, 
60tb Massachusetts Regt., in one hundred days' service, 
July lltb; pro. maj. July 30, 1864; must, out of service 
Nov. 30, 1864. 

Roswell C. Amsden, corp., disch. for disability Aug. 18, 1862. 

Oalon Kdsnn, corp., pro. sorgt.; died Feb. 20, 1804, at Cul- 
pepor Court-Houso, Va. llo wrh engaged in the battles at 
Cedar Monnlnin, Thoroughfare Cap, Second Dull Run, 
Frodericksburg, Antiotam, and dotty sburg. llo wns 
spoken of by his superior officers as a brave and faithful 
soldier, always at his poet, never shrinking from duty or 
danger. 

Charles II. Reinhardt, corp., disch. fordisobility May 30, 1862. 

Frederic C. Packard, corp., trans, to Co. D Nov. 18, 1861, and 
disch. for disability Oct. 17, 1862. 

Waltor 1). Packanl, corp., dotaohetl as bMpttal dork at Fred- 
erick, Md., and hon. disch. July 8, 1864. 

Edwin T. Cowell, corp., trans, to the United States Signal Corps 
Jan. 13, 1864. 

James Sullivan, musician, disch. for disability Jan. 26, 1864. 

Joseph H. Lynch, wagoner, most, out of service July 8, 1864. 

James A. Allen, sergt., pro. to 1st lieut. July 23, 1863 ; sergt.- 
maj. Jan. 25, 1863. 

liUther K. Aldon, corp., trnns. to Invalid Corps March 15, 1862, 
and adtcrwards to Vet. lies. Corps ; woundod at the battio of 
Hull Hun. 

Jamos F. Andrews, private, must, out at tho expiration of ser- 
vice July 8, 1864 ; wounded at battle of Bull Run ; released 
from Libby Prison, January, 1884. 

Leander B. Andrews, private, must, out at exp. of service, July 
8, 1864. 

John Barry, private, slightly wounded at the battle of An- 
tiolAm, Snptonibor, 1862; must, out at the exp. of service, 
July K, ISIH. 

Iloiiry IturiiH, priviiio, nliglitly woundod at tho battle of An- 
tictjiui Scplembor, 1862 ; must, out at the exp. of service, 
July 8, 1864. 



Rli Bunker, private, slightly wounded at the battle of Aniietam 
September, 1862; trans, to the Invalid Corps Jan. 10, 1804. 

Ilonry L. Bunker, private, slightly wounded at the battle of 
Antiotam, September, 1862; must, out of servioe July 8, 
1864. 

William H. Bennie, private, diseh. qn account of wounds re- 
ceived at Bull Run Feb. 12, 1864. 

George W. Childs, corp., killed in action at the battle of Fred- 
ericksburg, Va., Deo. 18, 1862. 

John D. Creighton, private, disch. on account of wounds re- 
ceived at Bull Run, Juno II, 1863. 

Malcolm F. Dhnlborg, private, sevoroly woundod at the battle 
of Antietam; died Dec. 17, 1862. 

Thomas Doyle, private, severely wounded at the battle of Boll 
Run ; disch. on account of wounds Dec. 15, 1862. 

Albert S. Dean, private, disch. for disability June 4, 1862. 

Aaron B. Dodge, private, disch. for disability Jan. 9, 1863. 

Joseph P. Davis, private, must, out of sorvico July 8, 1864. 

Sargent Daniels, private, trnns. to tho U.S. Cav. Oct. 13, 1861. 

Seth Edson, private, disch. for disability Deo. 19, 1862. 

Anron B. Frost, private, died in battle of Bull Run, Aug. .30, 1862. 

Joseph W. Freeman, private, disch. for disability Dec. 12, 1862. 

Henry W. Freeman, private, must, out of service July 8, 1864. 

Robert F. Fuller, privnte, trans, to the Vet. Res. Corps Jan. 16, 
1864. 

Andrew J. Frost, private, died at Fairfax Court-House Aug. 28, 
1862. 

John C. Greeley, private, trans, to brigade beadquartert; 
wounded at the battle of Ball Run ; most, out of serrioe 
July 8, 1864. 

Warren A. Holmes, privnte, disch. for disability March 14, 1808. 

Linus P. Howard, private, killed at the second battle of Bull 
Run Aug. 30, 1862. 

Rufus F. Hull, private, disch. for disability October, 1862. 

Albert P. Hovey, private, must, out of lorvico July 8, 1864. 

Nathaniel II. Hall, private, trans, to division hoadquartort ; 
must, out of service July 8, 1864. 

Christopher T. Harris, private, disch. for disability Sept. 26, 
1862. 

Volney Howard, sergt, pro. to brig, oom.-sergt. July 12, 1863. 

Clarence B. llartwell, private, trans, to the U. S. Car. Oct IS, 
1861. 

John S. Hamilton, private, died of smallpox near Washington, 
December, 1862. 

John llallihan, private, disch. for disability June 11, 1863. 

Charles Howard (2d), private, wounded at the battle of Bull 
Run ; disch. for disability on account of wounds Oct. 10, 
1862. 

William W. Hayden, minor, private, diseh. June 28, 1862. 

Andrew Jackson, sergt., slightly wounded in the eye at the 
battle of the Wilderness ; must, out of service July 8, 1864. 

Laban Jackson, private, wounded in the side at the battle of 
the Wilderness; must, out of ^orvioe July 8, 1864. 

Thaddous Keith, 1st sergL, killed at tho battle of the Wilder- 
ness May 6, 1864. At tho timo of his death he was at tho 
foro-front of the battio, where he gallantly and bravely ro- 
sisted several onsets of the enemy. His frank and generoui 
nature made him a favorite in the company. 

Benjamin J. Keith, private, diseh. for disability Dec. 28, 1861. 

Dexter D. Keith, private, diseh. for disability Jan. 29,1868; 
aftorwards re-enlisted ; lost his right hand in the battle of 
Plymouth, N. C, April, 1864, and taken prisoner. 

Martin M. Keith, private, severely wounded at tho battle of 
Hull Run. 

Carl A. liindstodt, private, slightly wounded at the battio of 
Frederioksburg ; must, out of service July 8, 1864. 
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Timothy O'Leary, privaio, tranp. to New York Battory ; nutt. 

out of Mrrioo July 8, 1804. 
FranoU A. Mnoohwitor, privato, B\\ghi\y woundod at Antiotam. 
FranoU N. Maroni, eorp., klllod in aoiion at MconU battle of 

Bull Uun, Aug. 80, 1802. 
Henry B. Morloy, prirate, aliglitly wounded at the baltio of 

Antietam; muit. out of terrioe July 8, 1804. 
Iiaao 8. Porter, private, trani. to the Vet. Res. Corps July 1, 

1808. 
James A. Packard, oorp., detached for hospital duty ; must, out 

of service July 8, 1884. 
Samuel N. Packard, private, diseh. for disability July 8, 1808. 
Anthony P. Phillips, private, disoh. March 4, 1803; trans, to 

the Sevonty-third Ohio Regiment. 
Oeorge A. Perkins, private, killed in the baltle of Antietam, 

Sept 17, 1802. 
Oilman B. Parker, private, slightly wounded at the battle of 

Bull Run. 
Henry G. Richardson, private, trans, to the 89th Mms. Regt. 

June 25, 1804. 
William H. Rugg, oorp., must, out of service July 8, 1804. 
Herbert Phillips, private, must, out of service July 8, 1804. 
William F. Robinson, private, must, out of service July 8, 

1804. 
Osgood King, private, trans, to the Vet. Res. Corps Sept. 18, 

1803. 
•Henry Rogers, private, disoh. for disability March 4, 1803. 
Frederick 8. Simonds, private, severely wounded at the battle 

of Bull Run; disoh. for disability March IS, 1803. 
Frank M. Stoddard, sergt., wounded at tbo battle of Fred- 
ericksburg; killed at tlio battle of S|>ottsylvania, Va., 

May 10, 1804. 
Francis A. Sanford, private, killed at the second battle of 

Bull Run Aug. 30, 1802. 
Qeorge 8. Smith, private, trans, to the Vet. Res. Corps Feb. 

20, 1804. . ^ . 

Luther T. Snell, private, severely wounded at the battle of 

Antletam ; disoh. for disability March 3, 1883. 
Harrison Stevens, privnh;, severely wuuudeii nt the battle of 

Antietaui; disch. fur disability Dec. 25, 1802. 
Oeorgo F. Tin k ham, private, severely wounded ai the battle 

of Antletam; ditch, on account of wounds March 4, 1803. 
Rphrnim Tinkham, private, wounded at Fredericksburg; trans. 

to the Vet. Res. Corps March 15, 1802. 
Nathan M. Tripp, private, must, out of service July 8, 1804. 
Joseph J. Vincent, private, pro. hosp. steward March 20, 1883. 
George B. Walker, private, severely wounded at the second 

buttlo of Bull Run ; died at Washington of wounds Sept. 

24, 1802. 
George F. Whitcomb, private, disoh. for disability Sept. 1, 1801. 
Thomas W. Wall, private, wounded at the battle of Antletam ; 

disch. for disability November, 1802. 
Lewis B. Wade, private, wounded at Fredericksburg; detached 

as provost-marshal; must, out of service July 8, 1804. 
Herbert 0. Moore, private ; no re|)ort. 
Webster Howard, private, detached to provost-guard; disch*. 

April 29, 1803. 
Jerome R. Hodge, private, killed in the battle of Fredericksburg 

Dec. 13, 1802. 
Franklin M. Godfrey, musician, disch. from the 12th Regt.; 

re-enl. in the 33d Regt.; must, out of service July 8, 1804. 
Richard Packard, private, killed in the battle of Fredericks- 
burg Dec. 13, 1802. 
Samuel B. Chandler, private, pro. to q.m.-sergt. Jan. 25, 1883. 
Freeman R. Ranney, private, trans, to Vet. Res. Corps Sept. 17, 

1808. 



John Howard, private, disdi. for dinabillty Dee. 37, 1802. 

William Wooihi, private, dlanh. for diMihility Jau. i I, IKOn. 

Lyman A lion, private, was drafliid in North Bridgewalor July 
16, 1803, and was detalleil to do guard duty at l<ung Island, 
wlicro, by striot Integrity of obaraolor, ho won the oonndoneo 
of all with whom be had to do. With otbera be was saai 
to the front and attached to the IStb Regt., and was killed 
in the first battle that he was engaged in, near Spottsyl- 
vania. May 10, 1804. 

Rodney M. Leach, private, was drafted July 15, 1803; trans, to 
the S9th Moss. Regt June 36, 1804 ; wounded. 

Henry L. Winter, private, killed at the battle of the Wildemean 
May 6, 1804. 

Names of those having deserted from Company F, 
Twelfth Regiment, after being regularly enlisted : 

John L. Colter, private, Aug. SO, 1803, at the second battle of 
Bull Run. 

Charles B. Reed, private, March 10, 1803, at Winchester, Va. 

John B. Ford, private, July 32, 1801, from Fort Warren, Bos- 
ton harbor. 

Arthur J. O'Keefe, private, Aug. 30, 1802, at the seoond battle 
of Bull Run. 

Lawrence Burke, private, July 1, 1802, at Manassas Jnnetioa. 

NaRUATIYH ok tub TwaLVTH MAStJLOHUSBTn RcaiMBITT. — 

«0n the 23d of July, 1801, this regiment left Boston, and 
arrived at Sandy Hook, Md., on the 27th inst., and went into 
camp. Tlioy maruhod twontyouo uiilos to tlio Monuoacy River, 
and encamped, remaining there several days; froiu that plaoe 
they marched to Hyattstown, a distance of six miles; lu IWnos- 
town, elghtoen miles; to Muddy Bnuich, soveu miles; to Ud- 
ward's Ferry, fifteen miles; and to Seneca Mills, by the way of 
Poolesville, fifteen miles. They went into winter quartera at 
Frederick, Md., having arrived through Damestown and 
Barnestown; a distance of thirty miles. Upon the 27th of 
February, 1802, they broke camp at Frederick, and went into 
camp at Shenandoah City, Va., distant twenty-five miles from 
Frcdurluk. March Ut thuy wont to CharlvMtowu, Va., by the 
way of Bolivar Heights, a distance of seven miles; they left 
Charlostown, March 10th, for Winchester, Va., by the way of 
Berry ville, twenty-four miles; marohed from Winchester to 
Snicker's Oap, by the way of Berry vllle, on the 21st of March, 
eighteen miles; March 23d went to Aldie, distant eighteen 
miles; they raturned to Snioker's Qap on the 24th, from whence 
they marched to Qoose Creek, distant cloven miles ; on the 28th 
they left for Cub Run, and on the 20th marohed to Bull Run, fire 
miles. Tlioy woro almost o«>ntiuually on the mandi fniiu plauo 
to placu Ihrough tlio Sliouaudoah Valloy botwooii (ho 1st of 
April and August 1st, seldom remaining long In one eamp; 
August 9th they wera engaged in the battle of Cedar Mountain, 
in which they lost Capl. N. B. Shurtleff, Jr., and ten men 
wounded; after this they made several marches and counter- 
marches, and on the 20th of August were engaged in the battle 
of the Rappahannock, in which tlicy sulTcrud no k)ss; from 
this to the 30th they were almost constantly on the march, and 
on the day last mentioned, in an engagement at Grovotown, 
near Bull Run, Col. Webster, Capt. Kimball, and ten men were 
killed, and one hundred and thirty-five men were wounded and 
missing. After this battle, the regiment retreated to Centre- 
ville, arriving there the next day; on the Uth of September, 
they marched to South Mountain, and were engaged in that 
battle, in which one man was killed and five wounded; from 
that plaoe they went to Keedysvillc, and on the afternoon of 
the lOtli, formed in lineof battle and bivouackod for the night; 
they engaged the enemy at five o'olock in the morning, but 
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worn nrdorotl to leniro tlio flold at iiino a.m., aikI withdrew in 
good onior. Tlioy wont into tliis ffglit with tbroo htindrod snd 
twentjr-five men, and lost forty-seven liilled and one hundred 
and sixty-six wounded, several uf whom subsequently died of 
their wounds. On leaving the field, bringing off their regi- 
mental colors, four officers, and thirty-two men, they volun- 
teered to support a battery; after which they rejoined their 
brigade, and participated in the pursu^^ of the flying enemy, 
who withdrew across the river. 

" The regiment was at this time under the command of Capt. 
H. F. Cook, of Company B. On the 22d of September, Col. 
James L. Dates took command of this regiment. From this 
time until November 10th they were mostly on the march in 
Maryland and Virginia, and arrived at the Rappahannock 
Station November 8th, near which they encamped. 

" At the battle of Fredericksburg, fought on the I3th of De- 
oember, 1862, the Twelfth Regiment was in Gen. Gibbons' 
division. The division was formed in throe brigade lines, and 
the third, commanded by (Icn. Taylor, Um\ the advnnci^, the 
Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment acting as skirmishers fur 
the division. Col. Tjyie's brigade, composed of the Twelfth 
Massachusetts, the Twenty -sixth New York, and the Nineteenth 
and One Hundred and Thirty-sixth Regiments of Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, formed the second line, this regiment having the 
right. The thirrl lino was Col. Hoot's brigade, the Sixteenth 
Maine Itngiment having the right. The po^ititm of thu Twolllh 
llegimont wns taken at nine o'clock A.m. ; the enemy were hidden 
from view by a thick wood. Our men remained lying down 
until one o'clock p.m. under a brisk fire of shot and shell, the 
skirmishers being hotly engaged, and the balls of the enemy 
passing over us. During these four hours there was but one 
man of this regiment injured. At one o'clock the signal to ad- 
vance was given to the whole division and immediately obeyed. 
A heavy fire of musketry broke from the whole line of woods 
in on r front. < Ion. Taylor's brigado stood the fire some thirty 
minutes, when the brigade in which was this regiment was or- 
dore<i to relieve them. Am they ailvaucod they became sepa- 
rated from the brigade by the retiring regiments of the Third 
Brigade, and oontinne<l to advance independently, taking a posi- 
tion and firing until their ammunition began to fail. Their 
brigade had fallen to the rear, and they were alone until the 
third line came forward ; their solid ranks broke the right of 
this line, which opened to the right and left to get to the front, 
where it was quickly formed. The Twelfth Regiment followed 
the one In their front, the Sixteenth Maine, a short distance, 
and being out of ammunition, were about to join their brigade 
in the rear, when they were ordered by Gen. Taylor to pro- 
pare for a charge. The colonel thereupon gave the comnmnd 
to fix bayonets, and filed to the right of the brigade and charged 
with them into the woods in their front. About two hundred 
of the enemy rushed through our linos and gave themselves up 
as prisoners of war. We carried the position and remained 
some twenty minutes expecting support, but none was in sight 
and the men were constantly falling before the fatal fire of an 
unseen enemy. Ciiptains Ripley, Reed, Packard, and Clark, 
and a hundred of the men had fallen. After consulting with 
the officers the colonel gave orders to about face, and they fell 
back slowly and reluctantly and in very good order, bearing 
their tattered banners with them to their brigade. After reach- 
ing the place, they were ordered to fall back to whore they were 
supplied with ammunition and rations. They remained under 
arms all night, and early on the morning of the 14tli they 
were ordered to another position, where they remained till the 
night of the 1 5th, when they recrossed the river to Falmouth 
with their eor|iH. During the battle the Twolflh wns under fire 
six hours, and their loss was chiefly sustained during the last 



two hours. During that time they had five oflloon woanded 
and fifteen men killed, eighty-seven wounded, and three miff- 
ing, making an aggregate of one hundred and five out of two 
hundred and fifty-eight, with which they went into the fight." 

On the 3d of May, 1861, the PresideDt called for 
forty-two thousand and thirty-four volunteers to serve 
for three years, unless sooner discharged, to be mus- 
tered into infantry and cavalry service; also for an 
increase of the regular army of twenty-two thousand 
seven hundred and fourteen, making nearly sixty-five 
thousand. 

The number required of Massachusetts was three 
regiments ; this number was afterwards increased to 
six, and again, by the persuasion of Col. Fletcher 
Wnbstcr, to seven regiments. 

On thu 17th of Juno, Massachusetts ofibred ten 
more rcgimcntA to the United States for three years, 
which wore accepted. Under these calls regiments 
were filled and sent to camp or to the field to fill up 
old regiments, as th^y were needed. 

The following lisla will show the regiments in 
which the men from North Bridgewater have 
served : 

First Massachusetts Cavalry. — List of Com- 
pany I, First Kegiment Massachusetts Cavalry, Capt. 
Lucius Richmond, under Col. Robert Williams : 

Nathaniel Merchant, 1st lieut., disoh. Deo. 26, 1S61. 
Freeman II. Shiverick, 1st lieut.; pro. from 2d lieut. 
liCwis Cabot, 2d lieut. 

George Tl. Mussoy, com.-sergt.; Francis A. Richardson, q.m.- 
sergt. 

Sergeantf, 

Robert 6. Capen. Joseph B. Cole. 

William S. Huntington. George N. Holmes. 

George W. Leach. 

OorporaU, 

Jlenjamin Knight, Jr. Joshua Turnbnll. 

Joseph T. Stevens. lloscoo Tucker. 

Augustine A. Golbum. John II. Walker. 

Matthew W. Lincoln. Samuel C. Iiovell. 



Henry T. Daggett 
A. J. Bailey. 

Richard Adams. 
Giles R. Alexander. 
Martin Argan. 
Caleb Badger. 
Andrew W. BartleU. 
Joseph Bisbee. 
Francis A. Bliss. 
James Baynes. 
Kxekiel N. Brown. 
Virgil F. Blaisdell. 
Isaac W. Cox. 
Samuel A. Chandler. 



limjUrt, 



Farriert. 



Fri9ate§, 



John D. Darling. 
Alfred WoHhington. 

Richard Cunningham. 
Thomas F. C. Dean. 
Joel D. Dudley. 
Edward Drnry. 
George A. Bdson. 
Blihn T. Ellis. 
Jofleph C. Estes. 
William H. Froneh. 
Ebenesor R. Faxon. 
James Fitspatrick. 
Tolman Froneh. 
Charles P. Famf worth. 
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Bdward T. Qeorge. 
liaiM 1*. GajBor. 
Franols 0. Harlow, 
llonry P. lloloiot. 
Hiram F. If owe. 
Qoorgo W. Hani. 
James H. Howland. 
Freeman P. Howland. 
Daniel W. Jacobi. 
John Jeweit. 
Bdward T. Jordan. 
Caleb H. Joaljn. 
Andrew J. Keene. 
Noah M. Knight. 
Thomas D. Knight. 
William U. S. Kimball. 
John H. Leonard. 
Bills V. Lyon. 
Bdward A. Lunt. 
Jeremiah Leavitt. 
Daniel Linnehan. 
Stephen C. MouUon. 
Andrew Horse. 
Wilson Orr. 



Horaoe F. Pool. 
Isnao K. Porter. 
John T. Piilomon. 
Oharlea M . Paokard. 
Samuel Pattomun. 
Amandns Riehardson. 
Gilbert G. Riehardson. 
William W. Robinson. 
George W. Reed. 
John A. Studley. 
Moody K. Staoy. 
Joseph 8. Stone. 
Willuun A. Smith. 
John Sylvester. 
Bdward Tilden. 
James H. Tucker. 
William A. Vining. 
Ruftis H. Willis. 
Henry H. Wheeler. 
Joseph Ware. 
Nathan C. Wood. 
Frodoriok M. Wurtman. 
Bugene W. Whitehouse. 



This compaoy was reoruited in North Bridgewater 
by Capt. Lucius Richmond. In 1853 a dragoon com- 
pany was chartered in the town, and when the call 
was made for men, he enlisted as many of that com- 
pany as he could, and offered their services to the 
go?ernmeut, and wasr accepted. 

The company lefl North Bridgewater in the morn- 
ing train for Camp Brigham, Readville, on the 11th 
of September, 1861. Before leaving the town the 
company partook of a collation at their armory, and 
then marched through the principal streets in the vil- 
lage to the music of drum and fife, escorted by a 
large concourse of citisens, with Engine Companies 
Nos. 2, 3, and 5. The streets were filled with an 
eager crowd to witness their departure and bid them 
farewell. 

The regiment left the State in battalions. The 
First Battalion left on the 25th, the Second on the 
27th, the Third on the 29lh of Dccembor, 1801. 
The Third Battalion — consisting of Company I, of 
North Bridgewater, Capt. Lucius Richmond ; Com- 
pany K, Capt. James H. Case, of Middleboro* ; Com- 
pany L, Capt. William Gibbs, of Waltham ; Company 
M, Capt. Marcus A. Moore, of Waltham — left Camp 
Brigham Dec. 29, 1861, by the way of the "Shore 
Route** to New Haven and New York. 

Upon their arrival in New York they hud a colla- 
tion provided for them at Park Barracks, where they 
remained for fourteen days. Left New York for Port 
Royal in steamer "Marion," Jan. 11, 1862, where 
they arrived after a passage of seventy -two hours. 
Camped at Hilton Head till about the 1st of August. 
From thence removed to Beaufort, S. C. ; was en- 



gaged in the battle of Pocotaligo, S. C, during which 
three men wore slightly wounded in C«inipuny 1. 
Afterwards remained in camp till April 1, 1863, when 
twenty-five men were dotnchod for courier duty on 
Morris and Folly Islands. On the last of May the 
remainder of the company was ordered from Beaufort 
to Hilton Head, antl again, on the 7th of Juno, fifteen 
were ordered to James Island, under Oen. Terry. 

On the 7th of July, Capt. Richmond was placed 
in command of fourteen infiintry companies, forming 
the picket-line from Hilton Head to Cariboque Sound, 
near Fort Pulaski ; removed to headquarters at Hil- 
ton Head, Jan. 4, 1864. Ordered to Jacksonville, 
Fla., February 5th, where they arrived on the 8th of 
February. Here they joined Capt. Elder*8 First 
United States Battery of four guns, and the Fortieth 
Blassachusetts Regiment Mounted Infantry, under 
command of Col. Guy Y. Henry. These companies 
were brigaded and placed under the command of Col. 
Henry, as acting brigadier-general. 

These forces started on an expedition of one hun- 
dred and fifty miles into the country on the day of their 
arrival, and during the first night surprised and usip- 
tured four picket-posts of five men each, and captured 
an artillery camp of eight guns, called Camp Fin- 
negan, atlor which they proceeded on to Baldwin 
Station, on the Jacksonville and Tallahassee Rail* 
road, where they arrived at sunrise, Feb. 9, 1864, 
and captured four cars loaded with ammunition, 
cannon, and forage, and also a quantity of turpen- 
tine, rosin, and cotton. On the 10th, arrived at 
Barber*8 Ford, on the South Fork of St. Mary's 
River. Here the forces engaged in fight about noon. 
During this engagement, Thomas F. C. Dean, of 
Stoughton, was killed. He was a member of Com- 
pany I, from North Bridgewater. Four men were 
slightly wounded. The Union forces captured forty- 
five prisoners. The next night they bivouacked at 
Sandoruonvillc, after driving Kinnegun's lorct^ from 
there, which was his headquarters at that time. 

After destroying distilleries, corn, etc., started for 
Lake City, and arrived within one and a half miles 
of that place, when they engaged Oen. Finnegan's 
force, in sight of the city. After a severe fight of 
about two hours, ammunition becoming short, and 
having no supply-train, they fell back to Barber's 
Ford, by order of Gen. Seymour. 

On the 15th of February, went to Callihan Station, 
on the Gainesville and Fernandina Railroad. At St. 
Mary's River, destroyed three ferries, and returned to 
Barber's Ford on the 19th of February. On the 
following day. Gen. Seymour engaged the rebels at 
Olustee with five thousand men, the enemy having 
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thirteen thouBand men. After a severe fight, both 
sides fell back. On their retreat, the Union forces 
destroyed Baldwin village. Fought at Camp Finne- 
gan February 28d, Mile Run, February 25th. 

On the 30th of March the battalion was ordered 
to Pilatka, Fla., where they remained fourteen days. 
While there they lost four men while on picket duty, 
— Matthew Lincoln, of Abington ; H. F. Poole, of 
East on ; John Sylvester, of Kast Bridgcwat«r; Bos- 
coc Tucker, — who were carried to Andei*souvillc 
Prison ; the last three have since died. On the 14th 
of March the battalion evacuated Pilatka. At this 
time, part of the company having re-enlisted and 
gone on a furlough to the North, Capt. Richmond 
was ordered to St. Augustine, Fla., with the remain- 
der of the company ; stopped there three days ; from 
thence removed to Jacksonville, Fla. On the 22d of 
April was ordered to Virginia ; embarked for Hilton 
Head, and arrived there next day. May Ist, started 
for Yorktown, Va. ; arrived May 3d ; joined Gen. 
Qillmore, May 8th, at Bermuda Hundred. The 
company was engaged in fights on the 8th and 9th 
of May at Swift Creek ; was engaged in front of Fort 
Darling from the 11th to the 16th of May, and fell 
back to Bermuda Hundred the same day. On the 
9th of June was engaged in front of Petersburg, Va. ; 
on the 28th of September was in front of Richmond, 
and from that tinit^ to thn middh^ of Novond>or waH 
in several fights. About the Ifxli of November, was 
ordered to the lieadf|uarterR of the Army of the 
James, under Gen. Butler, and was employed on es- 
cort and courier duty. Capt. Richmond was honor- 
ably discharged Dec. 17, 1864, ader thirty-nine 
months* service, in which he proved himself a brave 
and good officer. In the advance from Jacksonville 
to Lake City it was Capt. Richmond*s company that 
led the advance, capturing and first engaging the 
forces of the enemy in front, and was in almost every 
instance successful. 

In 1864 this company was consolidated into the 
Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, so that the history of 
those from North Bridgewater, or belonging to Com- 
pany I, may bo found in that regiment. 

liist of men from North Bridgewater in Company 
K, First Massachusetts Cavalry, Capt James H. 
Case, of Bridgewater : 



Edmund Crookott. 
Joeepli Dam. 
Wnldo Field. 
John Simonda. 



Aa8tin II. Snow. 
Hiram Thayer. 
William Welsh. 



Dkatiis, Casualtirs, etc. — List of changes, 
casualiies, deaths, etc., that have occuiTcd in Com- 



pany I, of the First Massachusetts Cavalry, under 
Capt. Lucius Richmond : 

Freeman U. ShWeriok, 1st lieut, resigned July 2S, 1862. 
Lewis Cabot, 2d liout., trans, to the 4th Mass. Car. 
B. Knight, Jr., corp., disch. for disability at Beaufort, May 12, 
186.3. He was engaged in the battle of Poootaligo, Oct. 22, 
1R62. 
Goorgo N. Holmes, sorgt., disoh. for disability April 23, 1864. 
Joseph T. Stovons, oorp., died at Hilton Hend, March .11, 1862. 
A. J. Koone, private, disch. for disability at Bnaufort, April 22, 

186.1. 
Joshua Turnbull, oorp., disch. for disability Jan. 19, 1863. 
A. W. Bartlett, private, died at Beaufort, from wounds received 

at Barber's Ford, Fla., Fob. 10, 1864. 
Joseph C. Stone, private, disch. for disability at Bedloe's Island, 

New York Harbor, Aug. 29, 1862. 
Henry T. Daggett, bugler, pro. to chief bugler of the regiment 

May 7, 1804. 
Itichard Adams, private, disch. for disability April 20, 1862. 
Virgil S. Blaisdell, private, disch. for disability April 8, 1864. 
Caleb Badger, private, disch. for disability July 9, 1868, at 

Beaufort, S. C. 
Joseph B. Bisbce, private, died July 14, 1862; was in action at 

Pocotaligo. 
Thomas F. C. Doan, private, killed at Barber's Ford Feb. 12, 
1804. He was in action 4>n James and Morris Islaodi 
during the siege of Fort Wagner and Pocotaligo, 8. C. 
Tolman French, private, disch. for disability May 4, 1864. 
James Fitspatrick, private, trans, to the Invalid Corps Jnly 9, 

1863. 
Eben R. Faxon, private, disoh. for disability at Beaufort April 

22, 1863. 
James H. Howland, private, disoh. for disability at Hilton Head 

April 8, 1802. 
.loliii .Itnvutl, prlviiU\ trans, to Co. K Doc. 2.1, 1861. 
Joreuiiali Loavitt, private, pro. to hospital steward 1862. 
Kdward A. Lunt, disch. for disability at Beaufort July 9, 1863. 
(George B. Mussey, com.-sorgL, trans, to the non-oom. staff 

April 9, 1862; disoh. Dec. 10, 1862. 
Francis A. Richardson, q.m.-sergt., disoh. for disability at Hil- 
ton Head December, 1863. 
Gilbert R. Richardson, private, disoh. Feb. 7, 1862. 
W. A. Smith, private, disch. for disability at Hilton Head April 

8, 1862. 
Frederic H. Wortnian, private, foil overboard from steamer 
** Rebecca Clyde," in Port Royal harbor, Feb. 6, 1864, in 
action at Pocotaligo. 
Hiram M. Whooler, private, disch. for disability at Boston, No- 
vember, 1862. 
R. 8. Capen, private, pro. to sergt.-mij. in the 4th Mass. Cav. 
S. C. Tiovoll, Corp., trans, to Co. R ; pro. to ord.-iorgt. Aug. 23, 

1864. 
F. A. Bliss, Corp., trans, to Co. F; pro. to q.ni.-sorgt. Aug. 12, 

1861. 
J. K. Colo, private, trans, to tho non-com. staff as saddler*! 

sorgt. 8opt. 10, 1864. 
John H. Walker, oorp., pro. to q.m.-sergt.; disch. at the exp. 

of service, Sept. 24, 1864. 
Augustine A. Colbum, corp., pro. to eom.-sergi.; disoh. Sept. 

24, 1864. 
J. H. Leonard, corp., hon. disch. Sept. 24, 1864. 
Isaac Cox, private, disoh. Sept. 24, 1864. 
William S. Huntington, sergt., disch. Sept. 24, 1864. 
George N. Hunt, sergt., disoh. Sept. 24, 1804. 
F. 0. Harlow, sergt., disch. Sept. 24, 1864. 
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D. W. Jaeobc, Mrgt, diBoh. Sept 24, 1804. 

John T. PoioraoD, sorgt.; disoh. Sopl. 24, 18A4. 

J. 11. Purter, aorgi., disoh. Sept. 24, 1804. 

J. D. Darling, bugler, pro. to the non-eoin. ataff Sept. 86, 1864. 

n. p. Uoloioe, private, disoli. Oot. 8, 1804. 

Qeorge S. Riohards, prirate, disob. Oct. 14, 1864. 

H. F. Howard, private, dieoh. Oct. SO, 1864. 

A. J. Bailey, farrier, diaeh. Oct. 30, 1864. 

B. W. Whitebouse, private, diacb. Nov. IS, 1864. 

John Sjlvealer, private, died at Anderaonville December, 1864. 

Roaeoe Taoker, private, died at Florence, S. C, Jan. 29, 1866. 

Horace F. Poole, private, died on the paaaage home from Flor- 
ence, whore ho had been confined m a priaonor of war, 
March 9, 1866. 

Matthew W. Lincoln, private, waa a priaonor at Florence; ox- 
changed Aug. 9, 1866. 

R. H. Willia, private, pro. to 2d Heut January, 1866. 

Oeorgo W. Leach, private, pro. January, 1 866. 

H. S. Kimball, private, pro. to 2d lieut. in colored infantry De- 
cember, 1864. 

Joel D. Dudley, oorp., killed at High Bridge, Va., April 6, 
1866. 

Samuel Patteraon, private, captured in front of Jackaonville 
March 16, 1864. 

Ellia V. Lyon, private, died Sept. 24, 1864 ; funeral Oct. 2, 
1864. 

Pirst Massachusetts K^ment : 

Oo. R, Cnpt. Clark B. Baldwin, John Donahue. 

List of men io Capt. Prancis H. Tucker's company, 
Company H, of tlio Second Uoginient of MaH8»cliu- 
setts Volunteers, under command of Col. George H. 
Gordon, for three years' service, as mustered May 25, 
1861, from North Bridgewater: 



Jamea P. Boll. 
John Cullen. 
Uichard Onaey. 
Benjamin N. Gardner. 
Gharlea M. Hall. 
Maurice Keating. 



Patrick Keenan. 
Patrick Murray, 
liinua B. Thumaa. 
Jeremiah Merca. 
Hugh 0. Donald. 



List of men in Capt Ward L. Poster's company, 
Company G, of the Seventh Regiment of Massachu- 
setts Volunteers, under the command of Col. Darius 
N. Couch, as mustered into three years' service Juno 
11, 1861, from North Bridgewater: 



Cbarloa W. George, corp. 
Jamea 8. Newman, oorp. 
Qeorge L. Horr. 
Samuel F. Howard. 
Alonso 8. Hamilton. 
Rueaell 8. Higgina. 
Oliver Horton. 
Morgan Jonca. 
John B. Dean. 



Albert D. Hunt. 
Rdward B. Leach. 
Franoia 8. Packard. 
Joseph Reynolda, Jr. 
Horace M. Clark. 
Jacob Botch. 
Alfred H. Tilden. 
David Thompaon, Jr. 
John Griffin. 



We also find the following names in the same regi- 
ment as follows : 

Oo. A, Capt. David H. Dyer, John B. Cobb. 

Co. K, Cnpt. Frauklin P. Horlow, Wulter C. Churchill. 

Co. B, Capt. Horace F. Fox, William Douglaa. 

List of men in Company K, Capt. George W. Dut- 



toD*s company, of the Ninth llegiment of Massachu- 
sotUi Voluiitoors, Col. TliomaH Cuw, t\a mustered into 
thrib years* service June 15, 1861, from North 
Bridgewater : 



John Lanagaa. 
William Linnehan. 
Dttvid Magttiro. 
William Mitchell. 
Michael Connell. 
Oharlea 0. Oollina. 
Michael Clark. 
Patrick Cunningham. 



John 8 weeny. 
John Scannell. 
Deunia Whoelan. 
Jamea Webb. 
Roger Cunningham. 
William Farroll. 
Jamea Gilbridge. 
Jamea llarria. 



Also in Company R, Gupt. Christopher Plunkott, 
June 15, 1861 : 

Thoinaa Hogan. Michael Kelly. 

Jamea Riley. John Ruaaell. 

John Horan. Patrick 8heridan. 

Co. B, Capt. John R. Teagne, Michael Horan. 
Co. I, Cupt. Jamea K. MoCaflforty, Jr., Owen 8wepnoy. 

A list of men from North Bridgewater in the 
Eleventh Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers for 
three years, as mustered June 12, 1861 : 

Co. B, Capt. John H. Davia, Thomaa Donahue, William Walab. 
Co. C, Capt. Porter D. Tripp, Qeorge W. Wood. 
Co. K, <*H|it. James R. Bigoluw, Donnia Downey, Miletua Luther, 
Pntrick O'Brien, Perley A. Doyle. 

In the Thirteenth llogimeiit of MausucliuMotU Vol- 
unteers, Company K, Capt. William P. Blackmer, b 

Charles Drayton, must. June 20, 1S61. 

The muster-rolls of the Eighteenth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, Col. James Barnes, contain the following 
names, mustered in July and August, 1801 : 

Co. A, Capt. Lowia N. Tucker, Jamea Mnthiaon. 

Co. B, CapL Qeorge C. Ruby, William Plannagan. 

Co. B, CapL Thomas Weaton, Samuel Kimball, Ferdinand Rob- 
inson, David 8anford, Thomaa W. Childa, Howard P. 
Keith. 

Co. F, Capt. Henry Onion, ThomM P. Leydon. 

Co. H, Capt. Joaoph W. Colltngwood, Jaiuea F. Willia. 

Co. I, Capt. Frodoric D. Forrest, Ira Belcher. 

Twentieth llegiment. Col. W. liayinond Lee : 

Co. H, Capt. Qeorge M. Macy, Qeorge H. Howard. 
Co. I, Capt. A. W. Beckwith, Jamea Barney. 

Twenty-second llegiment, under command of Col. 
Henry Wilson and Col. Jesse Gove : 

Co. D, Capt. John F. Dunning, Francia B. Allen, Edward 
Lathrop. 

Twenty- third llegiment. Col. John Kurtz : 

Co. K, Capt, Carloa A. Hart, Moaea Paron. 

Twenty-fourth Regiment, Col. Thomas Gt. Steven- 
son: 

Co. G, Capt. Robert F. Clark, George A. Howard, Justin How- 

anl, Paul W. Jaokaou. 
Co. F, Capt. George F. Auatin, Heman B. Packard. 
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List of men in the Twenty-eighth Regiment of 
Massachnsetts Volunteers : 

Co. D, Gapt. Lawrence P. Barrett, Philip Donahue. 

Co. C, Capt. John Brennan, Timothj Connolly, Michael Gasy, 

Bdward Dnjer, John Doherty, Bdward Magrane, Thomas 

Maloney, Thomas Sullivan, Uriah Phillips, John Flanna- 

gan. 
Co. I, Capt. G. F. MoDonnld, Timothy llogan, Hugh Riloy, 

John Canara. 

Twenty-ninth Mnasaohusetts Regiment, andor com- 
mand of Col. K. W. Peirce, three years* service, 
1861: 

Co. By Capt. Israel N. Wilson, Anthony La Rochelle. 

Co. C, Capt Lebbeus Leach, Edward F. Drohan, David W. 

Ilanlen, John S. Howard, William Keith. 
Co. G, Cspt. Cbarlos D. Richardson, Goorgo W. Pope. 

Thirtieth Regiment, Col. N. A. M. Dudley : 

Co. D, Capt. Marsh A. Ferris, D. M. Rochester. 

Thirty-second Regiment, Col. Francis J. Parker : 

Co. B, Capt. George L. Prescott, Charles Augustus. 
Co. G, Capt. Charles Bowers, Julius R. Churchill. 
Co. H, Cnpt. Henry W. Moulton, Sylvester Russell, Daniel 
Bhannahan. 

Again the President, at the request of the various 
Governors of the loyal States, issued a proclamation 
July 1, 1862, calling for three hundred thousand 
more volunteers to serve for three years, or during 
the war. The nninl>er of rogimont^ sent fnnn the 
StiiU^ up lo this date vn\H (.wtMily-Hovcn, hcnidoH thir- 
t(H)n uiialUichcd coni]mni(«, making in all thirty-ono 
thouHund tlin;o hundred and sovcnty-Rcvcn men. 

The quota for Massachusetts was fifleen thousand ; 
the number called for from North Bridgewater was 
fifty-two. In response to the above call, a legal meet- 
ing of the town was held at the new church vestry 
July 19, 1862, at which it was " voted to borrow five 
thousand two hundred dollars for a term of years ; and 
to pay one hundred dollars each to any person that 
should volunteer into the service of the United States, 
under the late call of the President." 

Afler remarks by several gentlemen present, the 
i'oUowing resolutions were oflered by D. C. Cowcll, 
aud adopted : 

" Reaolved, That earth has never seen a holier war than that 
now waged by tho Government of the United States to put 
down rebellion ; and that we should be derelict and criminal 
in the highost degree, if we failed to make every needful sacri- 
fice, in ordor to traiitfuiit to our posterity the glorious heritage 
of popular govemroent. 

" Hcwhetlf That we hail with satisfaction tho recent legisla- 
tion in Congress, as an oyidonoo on the part of the government 
that treason nnd rebellion shall be promptly and oflbctually 
crushed. 

" Rmnhrilt That there shall be paid from the town treasury 
to each vuluntoer from this town, who shall enlist on or before 



the .30lb inst., until our quota is complete, the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars. 

" liewlvedf That while thedtisens of this town will endeavor 
to do, and will do, their duty, and their whole duty, they have 
a right to expect that those in authority, whether in Congress, 
the cabinet, or the field, will pursue a vigorous policy, and make 
war in earuMt, until the last rebel has laid down his arms, and 
acknowledge paramount allegiance to the United States. 

" Urnolvtdf That justice, which is the only sound policy and 
the best economy, demands that the government should call 
upon every loyal person without distinction of complexion or 
race, within the rebel States, to rally around the flag of the 
Union, and should give freedom and protection to all who obey 
the call, and that the neglect in the future so to do will be a 
stupendous blunder, unparalleled in the history of the world." 

Immediately afler the above meeting, the business 
of recruiting and filling the town's quota was brisk, 
resulting in the following persons enlisting for the 
term of three years, or during the war. 

In the Thirty-third Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteers for three years' service. Col. Albert C. 
Maggi commander, we find, — 

Etditted in Jnly and Augtutf 1S62. 

Co. B, Capt. James Brown, Andrew Anderson, Alexander 

Turner. 
Co. II, Capt. Edward B. Blasland, Thomas Drohan, Charles 0. 

Flannagan, Arthur Mclntee, Peter Donahue, Patrick 

HcBstee. 
Co. I, Capt. Elisha Doane, Caleb Athearns, Albert B. Dunbar, 

Matthew Grady, Gustavus Arfridson, Daniel Feeley, Oliver 

M. llolmberg, Joseph Beals, John Finnegan, John Maguire^ 

Charles Stroinmoi. 
Co. M,(!iipt. n. l^iuik ll4»gorN, William O'llrioti, John II. T. 

tSnnr<»rd, John Mason, Harrison L. lliggins, Charles F. 

SwaiiHtroiii. 

List of men in the Thirty-fiflh Kcgiment of Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers for three years* service^ Col. 
Edward A. Wild commander: 

Enlhted in July and Auffwl, 1862. 

Co. A, Capt. Stephen H. Andrews, Thomas P. Barnfiold, Albert 
G. Drake, Marcus E. Packard, Alden Cusliing, Charles N* 
Packard, Edwin L. Snow, Dudley Wade, Henry 0. Ames. 

Co. C, Capt. Tracy P. Chcever, Preston Ilolbrook, Davis B. 
Reynolds, William P. Iloberts, Elmer W. Holmes, Heman 
F. Stranger, John Kendall, James Ide, Horatio D. Snow, 
Edward F. Snow, George L. Robinson, Elisha A. Gushing, 
Henry A. Willis, William Deane. 

List of men in Company K, Thirty-eighth Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment of Volunteers, Col. Timothy 

Ingraham : 

Capt. James H. Slade. 
George A. Jenks. John Kendall. 

Edmund A. Landors. William A. W. Averill. 

Gibbon Sharp, Jr. Thomas R. Broadhnrtt. 

Samuel U. Sanford, Jr. 

Thirty-ninth Massachusetts Regiment, Col. P. 
Stearns Davis : 

Co. A, Capt. Georgo S. Nelson, Sylvanus E. Packard, George 
W. Colo, Samuel Dean. 
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Oo. F| Capt. Joteph J. Ooop«r, Fernando 0. Skinner. 
Oo. H. Capt. CharlM N. Hunt, Franois J. Ohilds, Bphraim F. 
Howard. 

List of men in Company A, Capt. James T. Lurrey, 
Fortieth llegimcnt of Massachusetts Volunteers, Col. 
Burr Porter: 



Nelson Ouahman. 
John D. Sanford. 
A. Q. Tinkham. 



John L. Mason. 
Lucius S. Perkins. 
Albert W. Hayden. 



The following men enlisted in the Ninth Massa- 
chusetts Light Battery in July and August, 1862, for 
three years' service, under the command of Capt. 
Achillo De Vecchi : 



David Brett. 
Bartlett 0. Rdson. 
Henry Penn. 
Richard Holland. 
John H. Kelley. 
Honry F. Nash. 



Henry Packard. 
Eleaser Cole. 
H. A. Packard. 
Reuben L. Willis. 
Austin Packard. 



List of men in Tenth Massachusetts Battery, under 
the command of Capt. J. Henry Sleeper, for three 
years' service, mustered Sept. 9, 1862 : 

John P. Apthorp. Charled N. Packard. 

Franklin Ward. 

Ill the early part of the year 1862, permission was 
given to niim'. a company tif heavy nrlillory for giir- 
risen duty at Port Warren, Boston harbor. This 
company was raised by Stephen Cabot, of Boston. 

For this service we find the name of 

John Qeary, must. March 0, 1862. 

Again in August came a call for three hundred 
thousand more troops, as follows : 

" Orderedf First, that a draft of three hundred thousand mi- 
litia be immediiitely called into the service of the United States, 
to serve nine months, unless sooner discharged. 

** Orderedt Second, that If any SUU shall not, by the 15th of 
August, furnish its quota of the additional three hundred thou- 
sand authorised by law, the deficiency of volunteers for that 
State shall be made up by a special draft from the militia. 

" Bnwiir M. Stanton, Seerttuiy «/ War" 

The quota for Massachusetts, under this call, was 
nineteen thousand and eighty. In response to this 
call the people were, as in the previous calls, " wide 
awake." Early on Thursday morning, Aug. 21, 
1862, a large handbill was circulated, with the fol- 
lowing announcement: ** War meeting! Orand 
rally ! Volunteering vs. drafting ! Rally to your 
country's call!** etc. The meeting which this bill 
called together was held on the afternoon of Thurs- 
day, the 2l8t, at two o'clock, in the new church ves- 
try. Patriotic speeches were made by Hon. B. W. 
Harris, of East Bridgowater, J. C. Cluer, of Boston, 
and others of the town, the sentiment of the meeting 
being decidedly in favor of crushing the Rebellion. 



This meeting closed at five o'clock p.m., to give way 
for a legal town-meeting to be held in the same place. 
At the close of this meeting, which had been ad- 
journed to the Saturday following, ador remarks by 
several persons present, the following resolutions were 
offered by David L. Cowell, which were adopted by 
the meeting : 

" Ji4M>h€d, That the citisens of North Bridgewator, in fur- 
nishing their quota of the three hundred thousand volunteers 
for three jfeara, and the additional quota fur nine mmttinif have 
neither exhausted their means nor their patriotism, but that 
thoy arc ready to rospond to anothor cull, and still another, if 
necessary, to put down trwuon and rebeiiion, 

** Re§olpedf That the present rebellion is an insnrreetion of 
political slaveholders against republican institutions, and there- 
fore the power of slavery should henceforth be turned to the ose 
of freedom ; that the slaves of ret>els should be Iit>erated, and as 
many of them as are willing armed; and, while we have unwa- 
vering ounfidonco in the houusty and patriotism of the PruHl- 
dont, we earnestly implore him to have faith in the peoplo, and 
go ahead, 

** Reeolved, That, without detracting from the merit of those 
who have gone before, the alacrity with which our young men 
come forward in response to the call for nine months' men em- 
inently entitles them, under the peouliar circumstances of the 
case, to be called volunteers." 

The number that had enlisted up to the close of 
the niocting waH H(*vonty, each of whom gcni^roiuily 
ofl!ered to relinquish fifty dollars of their bounty of 
one hundred and fifly dollars, as voted by the town 
to be paid to each volunteer. 

From Aug. 25 to Dec. 9, 1862, the following per- 
sons enlisted in the nine months' service, as appears 
on the rolls of the various companies from North 
Bridgewater : 

List of men in Company K, from North Bridge- 
water, in the Third Massachusetts Regiment of Vol- 
unteers, for nine months' service, under Col. Silas P. 
Richmond, from Sept. 23, 1862: 



Samuel Bates, capt. 
Augustus Davenport. 
N. M. Davenport, Jr. 
Luther M. Morse. 
Albert L. Marshall. 
Isaac P. Osborne. 



James II. Packard. 
Shepard B. Wilbur. 
Natlian V. Paukanl. 
Oeorge Pliolan. 
llenry L. Manly. 
Blisha Reynolds. 



The above regiment served in the commencement 
of the war as three months' volunteers from the old 
militia organiiation. After their terra of service at 
Fortress Modroe had expired it returned to its old 
place in the militia of Massachusetts. When the 
call was made for a draft of nine months' men, the 
Third Regiment, Col. Silas P. Richmond, volunteered 
at once, and was sent to Camp Joe Hooker, at Lake- 
ville, where it filled up its ranks to the full require- 
ment. The above company embarked on board the 
steamers '* Merrimac" and *' Mississippi," at Boston, 
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Albert 8. Peck. 
Matthew T. Packard. 



Oct. 22, 1862, and sailed for Beaufort, N. C, the 
same evening.^ 

List of men in Company E, Fourth Regiment of 
Massachusetts Voluuteers, Col. Henry Walker, for 
nine months* service, from Sept 26, 1862 : 

Lewis Scale, oapt. 
Ilenrjr F. Dearborn. 

This regiment went into Camp Joe Hooker, at 
Lakoville ; afterwards in service, under Gen. Banks, 
at New Orleans. 

List of men in Company C, Forty-second Regiment 
of Massachusetts Volunteers, under Col. Isaac S. 
Burrill, for nine months' service, mustered in October, 
1862: 



Orrillo W. Itoonanl, oa|it. 
Frederick C. Jnnnnbard. 
Augustus How ley. 
Christopher Corcoran. 
8 wan P. Colberg. 
Josiah Bdson. 
Leroj 8. Hamilton. 
James Kenyon. 
David Murphy. 
William McGrano. 
Patrick McOrane. 
Andrew P. Olson. 
Willard F. Packard. 



Albert Tlioiiipson. 
Thomas M. Farroll. 
Iliram A. Freeman. 
Volney II. Dunbar. 
Cornelius DufTy. 
Frank Lnngron. 
Hugh Mclntire. 
Robert Owens. 
George F. Parker. 
Michsol Roardon. 
Thomas Kelly. 
James Corcoran. 



This regiment was recruited at Camp Meigs, Read- 
ville, the nucleus of which was the Second Regiment, 
afterwards changed to the Forty-second. It was or- 
dered to Ocn. Banks* department, in the Quir, and 
was on duty at New Orleans, Qalvcston, and Carroll- 
ton. La. 

List of men in Company K, Forty-third Regiment 
of Massachusetts Volunteers, under Col. Charles L. 
Holbrook, mustered Sept. 16, 1862, for nine months' 



service: 



J. Emory Rounds, oapt. 
Cyrus F. Copeland. 
Aaron 8. Harlow. 
John 8. Perry. 
Martin V. B. Dunham. 



Daniel B. Loyell. 
George H. Fnllerton. 
8herman T. Merea. 
Charlee Tillson. 



This regiment was recruited through the influence 
of the Second Battalion, Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia, First Brigade, First Division, otherwise known 
as the " Tiger R^ment ;" was in oamp at Readville ; 
lefl camp, and embarked on board transport, Oct. 24, 
1862, and sailed for Newberne, N. C, where it was in 
service in Oen. Foster's division. 

In the Forty- fourth Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteers, Col. Francis L. Lee, nine months' service : 

Co. D, Capi. Henry D. Sullivan, Howard Davis. 

This regiment, otherwise known as the *' New Eng- 

( 8o«i (%>1. lUohiiiontrs " Ho|iort" Tor Turtlior items concerning 
their service. 
41 



land Guard Regiment," encamped at Camp Meigs, 
Readville, embarked on board steamer " Merrimao," 
for Newberne, N. C, Oct 22, 1863. 

List of men in the Forty-fiflh Regiment of Volun- 
teers, for nine months* service, under Col. Charles R. 
Codman, Company 0, Capt. Joseph Murdock: 



George B. Allen. 
William 8. Brett. 
8ydney Chandler. 
Andrew C. (libbs. 
Augustus B. Tioring. 
Richard Field. 
Robert 8. Magnire. 
Moses A. Packard. 



Warren 8haw. 
George Thacber. 
Marcus H Reynolds. 
Charles B. Tribou. 
William U. Vose. 
Charles A. Crocker. 
William B. Bryant. 
Davis H. Packard. 



This regiment was well known as the " Cadet 
Rc<;iinont," from the fact that many of the oilicore 
belong to that organization ; embarked on board 
steamer for Newberne, N. C, Oct. 24, 1862, where it 
joined Gen. Foster's forces. They were engaged in 
the battles of Whitehall and Kinston. 

In the Forty-eighth Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteers, for nine months* service. Col. £ben F. 
Stone, Company K, Capt. J. S. Todd, we find, — 

Charles B. 8haw, must. Deo. 0, 1862. 

This regiment was in the Department of the Qulf. 

This completes the lists of those who were from 
North Bridgewater in the nine months* service. The 
foregoing exhibits all the regular enlistments in the 
various companios in Massachusetts regiments. We 
next find the scattering enlistments as follows : 

Men in the Rhode Island contingent, belonging in 
North Bridgewater, previous to January, 1863 : 

George B. Banker, Albert Mathison, Thomas 0. Mera, Patrick 

Casey, in the Third Regiment. 
John W. Curtis, in the Fourth Regiment. 



Ninth Rhode Island Battery : 



Benjamin Packard. 
Franklin Reynolds. 
John Pike. 



Bdmund Reynolds. 
Bben Luther. 
William U. Wade. 



List of men in the New York contingent, from 
North Bridgewater, previous to January, 1863 : 

Torrance Connell, Co. K, 4th Regt. 
William Fitsgerald, Sickles' brigade. 
Rurus B. Matthews, mounted rifles. 
Philip McDonald, 90th Regt. 
Hugh Riley, 99lh RegL, Co. K. 

The following men from North Bridgewater were 
in the naval service previous to 1863 : 

William W. Packard, enl. Feb. 10, 1861 (8 years), on "King- 
fisher ;" pro. to capt. steward. 

Charles II. Packard, enl. Sept. 12, 1802 (1 year), on " DaooUh ;" 
disch. 8ept. 12, I8ft3. 

Walter li. French, enl. Aug. 11, 1808 (1 year), on "llnnoho 
back ;" disch. Aug. 15, 1803. 
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Ckorge F. Pnokard, onl. Aug 18, 1802 (1 yu), on " Dftylight;" 

disoh. Jane 6, 1863. 
Samuel J. Wade, enl. Aug. 11, 1862 (1 joar), on ''Miami;" 

diieb. Sept. 6, 1868. 
Lorenio J. Dam, onl. Ang. 11, 1862 (1 yoar), on "Miami;" 

dieoh. Sept. 6, 1868. 
Bl^ah Smith, enl. Ang. 11, 1862 (1 year), on "Colorado;" 

diach. September, 1868. 
8. 8. Churchill, enl. Aug. 12, 1862 (1 jear), on " Houeatonio ,•" 

disoh. Sept. 17, 1863. 

Names of persons drafted in North Bridgewater, 
Sub-Distriot No. 27, July, 1863 : 

RuAiB B. Howard. Leonard C. Stetson. 

Rufua Copeland. Franois Brett. 

Ellison Hawes. Henry M. Jaekson. 

Charles H. Cary. Charles H. Phillips. 

Leri Leach. Peres HoFarland. 

John D. Thiiyer. Nathaniel B. Blackstone. 

Michael McSweeney. John W^ Ilay ward. 

Josiah B. Packard. Samuel A. Ilolbrook. 

Henry Cross. James McQuire. 

Lorento D. Bates. Sylvanus C. Stetson. 

(The abore persons paid a commutation fee of three 

hundred dollars each.) 
Simeon W. Bdson. Qoorge H. Nash. 

George W. Andrews. Lyman Allen. 

William H. Searle. Rodnoy M. Leach. 

Luther H. Hollis. 

(The last named were sent to rondos vous.) 
Warren A. Howard. Simoon D. Carr. 

John P. Dortuian. Lysnuder F. Qurnoy. 

Joseph Bullard. Francis L. Wilder. 

George B. Sturteyant. Pelham Jones. 

Zina Hayward (2d). Lyman B. Tribou. 

Edwin Howard. 

(Each furnished substitutes.) 

A proclamation was issued Oct. 17, 1863, calling 
for three hundred thousand more soldiers for three 
years or during the war, and *' in all places where the 
quotas are not filled on or before Jan. 5, 1864, on 
that day a draft will be enforced." In the enlist- 
ments under this call, they were for one, two, or 
three years, and in any company that was not full, 
and hailing from the same State that the recruit 
resided in. 

In the First Regiment of Heavy Artillery from 
Massachusetts, mustered in November and December, 
1863, for three years, are the following : 

David W. Graves. Daniel B. Bamos. 

Luther Shepanlson. John B. Hollis. 

Fnuik K. Drake Charlos K. Joruogiui. 

List of persons from North Bridge water in the 
Second Heavy Artillery, mustered into three years' 
service in August, October, and December, 1863: 



William E. Bryant 
William Kerrigan. 
Christopher Brannagan. 
William Murphy. 
Jonathan W. Shaw. 
Philip Sazton. 



John M. Wenlworth. 
George T. Whitoomb. 
James Coffee. 
Joesph Hurley. 
Dexter D. Keith. 
Sumner A. Smith. 



Veteran Reserve Crorpe : 

Nehemiah C. Ivors, three years; must Got 21, 18IM. 
Patrick Powers, one year; must Nov. 11, 18S3. 
Morris Olanoy, three years; most Nov. 24, 18A8. 

Fifty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volnnteen : 

Co. A, Capt George A. Fleteher, Warren S. Quraey, must, for 

three years, Dee. 20, 1803. 
Co. G, Samuel T. Packard, most Jan. 19, 1804. 

Second Massachusetts Cavalry, three years' service : 

Fisher Copeland, must. Deo. 29, 1803. 
George H. Matthews, must Jan. 1, 1804. 
Patrick Donahue, must Oct 80, 1803. 

March 14, 1864, an order was given to the various 
provost-marshals throughout the State, by order of 
President Lincoln, to draft two hundred thousand 
men as a reserve force, in addition to the five hundred 
thousand called for in February, 1864, to be used in 
the army, navy, and marine corps of the United 
States. 

The different towns were allowed till April 15th to 
fill their quota under this call by volunteering. 

Under this call the following persons were in ser- 
vice in the Veteran Reserve Corps of the United 
States: 



Patritik Puwors. 
Daniel Delnnoy. 
Simeon Dowllng. 
Caleb Badger. 
Edward Creedan. 
Thomas Havy. 
BIbridge L. Leach. 



Jauios pMdduii. 
Turner Torroy. 
Daniel Donahue. 
Patrick Lynch. 
Edward P. Packard. 
Cyrus L. WiUiams. 



First Brigade, First Division, Twentieth Crorps, 
United States troops : . 



Orlando Dow. 
Alden B. Winns. 
John L. Hibbard. 
A. M. Robinson. 
George A. Stone. 



William Kearnoy. 
Otis II. Hamilton. 
George H. Steams. 
Nathaniel McKinsley. 



The following persons were obtained to fill up the 
town's ((uottt under cull of March 14, 1864: 

7*ArM Yeart^ Becruiit obtained at WaskiufioH, 

James Wilson, May 2, 1804, 1st Regt, Reeorve Corps. 
James Rexss, May 2, 1804, Ist Regt, Reserve Corps. 
Gerthref Wentgel, May 2, 1804, 1st Regt, Reserve Corps. 
Charlos lluuimond, May 2, 1804, 1st Regt., Rosorve Corps, 
llvury A. iiuvlok, May 2, 1801, 1st Hogt., RoHorvu (!or|iH. 
Lymau A. Root, May 2, 1804, 1st Regt, Reeorve Corps. 
William Hunt, May 2, 1804, 1st lUgt, Reserve Coqis. 
George J. Miller, May 2, 1804, 1st Regt, Reserve Corps. 
George Jordan, May 8, 1804, 1st Regt, Reserve Corps. 
Jamos R. Brown, May 8, 1804, 1st Rogt., Rosorvo Corps. 
Michael P. RoUey, May 3, 1804, 1st Regt, Reserve Corps. 
James D. Cole, May 8, 1804, 1st Regt, Reserve Corps. 
Baptist Sawyer, May 3, 1804, 1st Regt., Reserve Corps. 
Adolphns Richards, May 2, 1804, 1st Regt, Rosorve Corps. 
James S. Badger, April 30, 1804, 1st Battory. 
Nathaniel Colman, May 1, 1804, 22d Regt, Co. H. 
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Robert Eokhart, May 1, 1864, 22d Regt., Co. H. 
Henry Hughes, May 1, 1864, 22d Regt., Go. H. 
Michael Ryan, May 1, 1864, 22d Regt., Co. H. 
Andrew J. Co veil, May 3, 1864, 24 th Regt., Co. B. 
Nicholas Paul, May 3, 1864, 24 th Regt., Co. B. 
Michael Stanton, May 3, 1864, 24th Regt., Co. B. 
Christian Alson, May 3, 1864, 24th Regt, Co. B. 
John F. Cunningham, May 3, 1864, 2d Batt., lOlst Co. 
Darid Martin, May 3, 1864, 2d Batt, lOlst Co. 
Michael Fony, May 3, 1864, 2d Batt, 123d Co. 
Chnrlos (lall. May 3, 1S64, 2d Batt., 12.1d Co. 
Charles R. (loodwin. May 3, 1864, 2d Batt, 123d Co. 
James Miller, May 3, 1864, 2d Batt, 123d Co. 
David P. Shaw, May 8, 1864, 2d Batt., 123d Co. 
Theodore Sheltx, May 8, 1864, 2d Batt, 123d Co. 
John Lyons, May 3, 1864, 2d Batt, 39th Co., V. R. 8. 
Thomas Ilillmnn, May 3, 1864, 1st Batt, 206th Co., V. R. 8. 
John Dnrling. May .% 1861, 1st Bait, 205th Co., V. R. 8. 
AHicri Manjuis, May 3, 1H6I, iMt Hntt, 20r»lh (!<)., V. R. 8. 
James It. Urow, May 3, 1861, 1st Batt., 205th Co., V. R. 8. 
Lewis Artcmas, May 3, 1864, Ist Batt, 205th Co., V. R. 8. 
David White, May 8, 1864, 1st Batt, 205th Co., V. R. 8. 
Nathaniel Brown, May 6, 1864. 
Jacob Greely. 

One Hundred Days* Men. — Again in July, 
1864, the enemy having marched to within a few 
miles of the capital, and (he Governors of several 
States feeling desirous to aid in the defense of the 
same, at their earnest solicitation, they were per- 
mitted to call for troops to 8erve for one hundred 
days. An order was issued by Gen. William Schou- 
Icr, from the headquarters at Baston, July 8, 18G4, 
calling ft>r four thousand men to do garrison duty 
in the forts in and around Washington, to bo raised 
immediately. In response to the above call, forty- 
two companies were in camp at Readville in less 
than ten days after the order was issued. Again did 
North Bridgewater come up nobly to the work of fill- 
ing up the ranks. A company of a hundred and one, 
rank and file, was recruited, and left the town under 
the command of Capt. Uriah Macoy, July 13, 1864. 
The company left town in the morning train of cars 
for Uoadville. A large concourse of the friends of 
the company assembled at the depot to witness their 
departure, and to bestow their parting good wishes. 

The fitllowiiig is n list tif the company, which was 
mustered in July 14, 1864, and mustered out Nov. 
30,1864: 

Uriah Maooy, appt. capt. July llth ; pro. maj. July 30th. 
Charles L. Sproul, pro. let lieut. July llth; pro. oapt. July 

SOih. 
Thomas P. Barnfield, pro. 2d lieut. July llth; pro. Ist lieut. 

July .30lh. 
Beriah T. llillman, pro. 2d lieut. July 30th. 
D. Perkins Reynolds, pro. 1st sorgt. July Slst. 
John Ryan, pro. 2d sergt. July Slst. 
Paniel Tj. Weymouth, pro. 3d sergt. July Slst. 
Peter Dnltoii, pro. f>th sorg;t. July Slst. 
Huron Wade, pro. 3d corp. July 31st. 
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Emery Z. Stevens, pro. 6th corp. July Slst. 
Alfred W. Jones, pro. 6th corp. July Slst. 
Amos 8. Perkiss, pro. 7th corp. July Slst. 
Seth L. French, pro. Sth corp. July Slst. 

F. D. Millet, mus. Lewis D. Stinchfield. 

George F. llayward, mus. George B. Smith. 

Ethan Allen. John 11. Cole. 

Elijah Bates. George Churchill. 

Willard Bryant. Charles R. Curtis. 

Exekiel R. Bnrtlott. Benjamin B. Curtis. 

Charles R. Boals. James Dwyor. 

George W. Barnfield. Willard Uoward. 

James E. Ball. Andrew Johnson. 

George W. Barnard. Flavel B. Keith. 

Herbert C. Blood.^ Thomas Kenney. 

Frederick N. BIgelow. Justin V. Keith. 

Nathan B. Blood. Avory F. Keith, 

•loliii A. llelohor. Eilward liiinoy. 

James OorcMiran. Daniel Tiawson. 

Benjamin F. Lewis. Barxillai Field. 

Benjamin E. Mitchell. Seth L. French. 

Frederick Mitchell. Leonard Faunce. 

Timothy McCarty. Varanes Filoon. 

Austin S. Macoy. Michael Fitsgerald. 

Albert W. Mowry. Thomas Fitspatrick. 

William MoGonnigle. William 11. Foster. 

Augustus Melburg. Henry Gardner. 

Joshua Morse. Charles E. Graves. 

Timothy Mullens. Spencer B. Glass. 

Anthony Phillips. Charles W. Gardner. 

Harrison Phillips. George A. Haven. 

Charles D. Packard. Robert Henderson. 

John W. Porter. William Stevens, clerk. 

Ronel W. Dunbar. James Sullivan. 

Frnlrriok M. Hathaway. Alexander Thrasher, 

Samuel W. Holbrook. Charles II. Thompioii. 

Seth M. Ilnll. David L. Tinkham. 

Bola B. llayward. Asa W. Tinkham. 

Frederick Hanson. JohnTowle. 

Roland Harris. Herbert M. Thompson. 

Edwin Holmes. Albert E. Windship. 

David Perkins. Edward M. Willis. 

Cyrus Reed. Dexter E. Wilbor. 

Gardner W. Reynolds. Samuel J. Wade. 

Uoward W. Iteynolds. John Wcstgate. 

Josiah E. Reynolds. George H. French. 
Henry A. Soule. 

This company was located at Indianapolis, Ind., 
and, although not actively engaged in any battle, did 

valuable service in doing guard duty, and received 
the thanks of the commanding general. 

The following persons enlisted in the service in 

August and September, 1864, for one year, mostly in 

heavy artillery companies : 

Charles W. Bacon. Jacob Peacock. 

Joshua R. Bartlett. John Keegan. 

John Gartland. Charles H. Crosby. 

Thomas Moran. Voloey H. Dunbar. 

Galen B. Pratt. Lucas W. Alden. 

Patrick Diamond. Stephen Davis. 

Ira 0. Severance. George W. Stephens. 

John Fury.' James Hoyt 



1 Died October 25th, at Indianapolii', Ind. 
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John Diamond. 
WilllAiu Huiorion. 
Otis Cobb. 
TboniM Shoan. 
Jamei Herrod. 
John Donohue (2d). 
Franklin M. Start«Tant. 
James Farrell. 



WilaoB MorM. 
Daiiiol 1). Sanfortl. 
Utlward W. Spenoor. 
Ooorgo B. Poole. 
St. Olair MoLood. 
Marous W. Whoeler. 
Alexander D. Wathbam. 
Jamee H. Keenan. 



List of men in Company B, Capt. Robert GroflB- 
man (2d), Fifty-eighth Massachusette Regiment, 
nnder command of Col. John C. Whiton, for three 
years* service : 

William A. Start, obaplain. Cbarlei Bond. 

Joseph Skinner. 

Company D, Capt. Charles E. Churchill : 



Charles D. Hunt. 
Osman J. Perkins. 
Charles W. Reynolds. 
Joseph Q. Warren. 
Daniel Y. Soper. 
Daniel W. Willis. 
Joseph L. Bunker. 



Francis I. Snow. 
Isaac A. Reynolds. 
John R. Mills. 
Claronoo Caulkins. 
Samuel J. Caulkins. 
William F. WillU. 
Bradford Snell. 



Company F, Capt. Charles D. Copeland : 



George B. Holmes. 
Qeorgo II. Thompson. 
William Maokay. 
Albert 0. Thompson. 
Levi B. Holbrook. 
Nehemiah Thompson. 
Jerrie C. Vaughn. 



John B. Parker. 
Ooorgo M. Sklnnor. 
Henry M. Bartlett. 
Daniel 0. Bird. 
Thouias Bugan. 
Hiram A. Freeman. 
Henry D. Peiroe. 



Henry L. Thompson. 
James F. Williams. 



Frank Benson. 
Potor Johnson. 



Company Q, Capt Samuel B. Hinckley : 

Anthony P. Fannoe. 

Company H, Capt William H. Harley : 

James A. Smith. Dennis Higgins. 

Company I, Capt Nathan S. Oakman : 

Elijah Qay. 
Qeorge B. Stevens. 

Company K, Capt Albion M. Dudley : 

William S. Brett 
John S. Porry. 

Fifty-ninth Massachusetts Regiment, Capt James 
GKbson: 

Harrison A. Hunt John B. Hunt. 

United States Signal Corps : 

James M. Kimball. Jeremiah S. Toung. 

Bdwin T. Cowell. 

Second Massachusetts Light Artillery, Capt Wil- 
liam Moreland, for one year's service : 

Henry J. WhiU. Jeffrey A. Potter. 

Ziba H. Bryant James Coffee. 

Fourth Massachusetts Light Battery, Capt (George 
G. Trull, three years' seryice : 

WiUiam Qeaxy. 



Fifth Massachusetts Light Battery, Capt Charios 
A. Pliillips, one year's service : 

James Shoerln. Franels B. Baxtor. 

Seventh Massachusetts Light Battery, Capt. New- 
man W. Storer, three years' service : 

Patrick MoCullough. 

Tenth Massachusetts Light Battery, Capt J. Webb 
Adams, one year's service : 

Oomelius MoAoliffe. 

Eleventh Massachusetts Light Battery, Capt. Ed- 
ward J. Jones, three yean' service : 

Josiah H. Foye. 

Sixteenth Massachusetts Light Battery, Capt 
Henry D. Scott, three years' service : 

Rnfns C. Bean. 

Fourth United States Artillery, Co. L : 

Nathaniel J. Huntress. Willis F. U. risher. 

Fortieth United States Regiment Colored Troops, 
three years' service : 

George Bussey. 

Third Massachusetts Cavalry, throe years' service: 

Thomas P. Williams. 

Fourth MuMSuchusotts Cavalry, Capt Joseph W. 
Morton, three years' service : 

Charles M. Hathaway. Philip Roohestw. 

Edward B. Holden. 

For one year's service in same r^ment : 

Lawrence Hogan. Allen F. Williams. 

Philip H. King. James Donahue. 

John Farrelli Jr. Cornelius Birmingham. 

In the call of July, 1864, for five hundred thou- 
sand troops a draft was to be made in all districts that 
were not filled within sixty days. To avoid a draft 
and the liability of serving, the following persons fur- 
nished substitutes : 

Jaiuos Davis, Aug. 20, 186<l, throe years, for (loorgo R. Bryant 

John Brown, Sept. 3, 1804, three years, for Charles U. Curtis. 

James Collins, Sept. 6, 1864, three years, for Horatio B. Thayer. 

Bmill Thompson, Sept. 1, 1864, three years, for William A. 
Osbom. 

John H. Stevans, Sept. 1, 1864, three years, for Blmer L. 
Keith. 

Peter Keenan, Aug. 15, 1864, three years, for Charles P. Keith. 

John Dobbins, Aug. 36, 1864, four years, for Charles U. Cole. 

John James, Aug. 14, 1864, three years, for Nelson J. Foss. 

John Roach, Sept. 1, 1864, three years, for Francis A. Thayer. 

Ambrose Dube, Sept. 3, 1864, three years, for Qeorge R. 
Thompson. 

John FiU Gibbons, Sept. 7, 1864, three years, for Luther Stud- 
ley. 

Alfred Qrey, Sept. 9, 1864, three years, for Henry L. Bryant. 

John Allen, Aug. 39, 1864, three years, for Charles R. Ford. 

Martin Hawkins, Aug. 27, 1864, three years, for Qeorge Saw- 
yer. 
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CliftHcff Aiirinf^or, Aug. 21, 1801, tliroo yoAm, for Simoon F. 

Pncknrtl. 
John Nelligan, Aug. 24, 1864, fear yean, for Barnabas H. 

Gray. 
John Dyer, Aug. 80, 1864, four years, for Augustas T. Jones. 
Jeroiniah Maloney, Aug. 2.1, 1864, three years, for SyWanns 

Keith. 
Charles Folman, Sopt 14, 1804, three years, for Henry E. Lin* 

ooln. 
Michael Martin, Sept. 14, 1804, three years, for Arza B. Keith. 
Jonathan J. Thompson, Sept. 16, 1864, three years, for Cliarles 

Howard, Jr. 
John Pointon, Sept. 17, 1864, three years, for Jonas Reynolds. 
Sdwin R. Sice, Sept. 21, 1804, three years, for Bben O. Rhodes. 
Benagah C. Boston, Sept. 13, 1864, three years, for L. Bradford 

Howard. 
Charles Werner, Sept. 22, 1864, three years, for Elbridge W. 

Morse. 
JamoK Bdwin, Rcpt. 10, 1864, throo yotirs, for Mitolioll Willis. 
Thomas MoManus, Aug. 1, 1864, one year, for Jonas R. Per- 
kins. 
James Brown, OcL 10, 1864, three years, for Cyrenus W. 

Blanchard. 

Atone Robero, Oct 25, 1864, three years, for Bliphalet L. 

Thayer. 

Nnry Recruitt. 

Alvan Howe, Sept. 6, 1864, one year. 

Stillman Billings, Sept. 7, 1864, one year. 

William C. N. Sanford, acting master's mate. 

List of casualties, promotions, changes, deaths, etc., 
in the foregoing companies : 

David W. Graves, Ist Heavy Art. ; wounded in the foot at the 

battle of Spottsylvania May 10, 1864. 
George W. Pope, enl. Oct 28, 1861, in Co. G, 20th Mass. Regt 

for three years' service; pro. to 2d lieut Doc. 6, 1862; 1st 

lieut July 20, 1864 ; died Aug. 5, 1864, at the Seminary 

Hospital, Georgetown, D. C, from the cfleots of a wound 

roeoived in one of the battles before Petersburg, Va., June 

16, 1864. 
John B. Cobb, Co. A, 7th Mass. Regt. ; died of yellow fever at 

Mansfield, N. C, Oct 20, 1864. At the time of his death 

he was q.m.-sergt of Co. B, 2d Mass. Heavy Art 
Preston Holbrook, Co. C, 36th Mass. Regt ; taken prisoner in 

the bnlllo at Poplar Spring CInirnh, onrritMl to liiliby 

PriHon, and (horn remained one night; from thence to 

Salipbnry, N. C, whore ho roinnincd five months; released 

from prison in March, 180^). 
George B. Holmes, Co. F, 68th Mass. Regt. ; was taken prisoner 

while on picket-duty near Petersburg, Va., June 7, 1864; 

was carried to Andersonville Prison ; released in March, 

1866; he died at Camp Parole Hospital, Annapolis, Md., 

May 2S, 1805. 
.lohn Vt. Hunt, Co. B, 50th Mim. Regt, musician. 
Ilarrimiii A. Hunt; takon prisoner at Petersburg; dic<l Nov. 

22, 1864, at Danville, Va. 
Alfred H. Tilden, Co. G, 7th Mass. Regt; wounded in one of 

the battles in the Shenandoah Valley, 3d and 4th of June, 

1864. 
Samuel T. Packard, Co. G, 66th Mass. Regt. ; severely wounded 

in the face; died at his residence Oct 10, 1864. 
SylvnnuR ('. Packard, Co. A, .lOtli Mass. Rogt. ; taken prisoner 

in one of the battles on the Weldon Railroad ; released in 

March, 1865. 
Charles T. Packard, enl. in Co. F, 12th Mass. Regt ; pro. to 2d 

lieut. June 20, 1801 ; capt Aug. 20, 1802; he was wounded 



in the severe battle of Frodorloksburg, Va., Deo. 13, 1862, 

losing one eye. 
Frank E. Drake, Co. I, 1st Mass. Heavy Art. ; taken prlsoneTf 

and died at Andersonville, Ga., Not. 18, 1864. 
Daniel W. Willis, Co. D, 68th Mass. Regt; killed in baiUa. 
John R. Mills, Co. D, 68th Mass. Regt; killed in batUe. 
Simeon W. Bdaon, 22d Mass. Regt ; lost a leg in the battle of 

Spottsylvania May 10, 1864. 
Daniol W. Kdson, 22d Mass. Regt ; lost a leg in the battle of 

Spottsylvania May 10, 1864. 
Walter D. Allen, 8d Mass. Cav. ; died at the Philadelphia Hos- 
pital Oct 20, 1864, from the eflfect of wounds reodved in 

Sheridan's army in the Shenandoah Valley. 
Richard F. Johnson, Battery C, 8d R. I. Heavy Art ; wounded 

July 18, 1862, at Morris Island, S. 0. 
John D. Sanford, Co. K, 40th Mass. R^t ; died a prisoner at 

Andersonville, Ga., July 16, 1864. 
Heman F. Stenger, Co. C, 36th Mass. Regt ; wounded at the 

battle of Antictam. 
Alonxo S. Hamilton, Co. F, 7th Mass. Regt, also of Co. 0, 88d 

Me. Regt ; wounded at the battle of Petersburg, Va., June 

17, 1863. 
George M. Nash was drafted and sent to join the 82d Mass. 

Regt. ; was severely wounded at Spottsylvania, and died 

in an ambulance on the way to Fredericksburg, Va. ' 
Jerrie C. Vaughn, enl. March 12, 1864, in Co. F, 68th Mait. 

Regt. ; pro. to 2d lieut. Maroh 26, 1864 ; wounded near one 

of his eyes, a bullet lodging behind one of them ; he was 

formerly mi^. of the 67th N. T. Regt 
Horace Baker, lost an arm in one of the battles of May 12, 1864. 
John A. Holmes, 20th Mass. Regt; severely wounded in both 

knees. 
John B. Parker, Co. F, 68th Mass. Regt; wounded in the leg 

in battle June 3, 1864. 
Andrew C. Gibbs, wounded in leg June 1, 1864. 
Daniel C. Bird, stunned by a shell in the head May 12, 1864. 
Frederic C. Blanchard, Co. C, 42d Mass. Regt ; appointed one 

of the liouisiana engineers; also ordered on the staff of 

Gon. Couch as chief engineer of the Department of the 

Susquehanna. 
Henry L. Thompson, Co. I, 68th Mass. Regt. ; taken prisoner 

near Petersburg July 30, 1864 ; sent to prison at Danrllle, 

where he remained one month ; paroled, and arrived at 
Annapolis, Md., Sept 3, 1864. 
Samuel F. Ilftward, Co. <J, 7th Mara. Rogt; was shot in the 

foot in the battle of Frodoricksburg during an assault on 

St Mary's Hill. 
Charles W. Reynolds, onl. April 2, 1804, in Co. D, 68th Mass. 

Regt ; fell in the battle of Petersburg a day or two before 

the final surrender. 
John W. Burns, bugler in Co. H, 12th Mass. Regt ; taken pris- 
oner Oct 11, 1863, and sent to Libby Prison, Richmond, 

Va., where he died Feb. 24, 1864. 
Caleb T. Athoarn, Co. F, 33d Mass. Regt ; wounded In the log. 
Dr. Charles 11. MiMon, surg.on board the gunboat "Virginia," 

died st a station near New Orleans of yellow fever Thurs- 
day, Oct 13, 1864 ; was medieal examiner of recruits at 

New Orleans. 
George W. Packard, 11th Mass. Battery; wounded by a bullet 

in the neck. 
William Mackey, Albert Fisher, D. Y. Fisher, B. C. Allen, of 

North Brldgowatcr, wore removed from prison at Salisbury, 

N. C, Deo. 16, 1804. 
Daniel P. Sherman, Co. B, 1st Mass. Cav. ; killed at the battle 

of Aldio Juno 17, 1803. 
Bnos W. Thayer, enl. in the volunteer service Sept 10, 1861 ; 
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oom. M oapt. of Go. C, 20th Regt. Matt. Vol*., Sept. 25, 
1801 ; ho Miilotl with tbo rogiiiiont fniiii Ihwlon, Nov. 21, 
1801, on the stoaiuor '' Oonstitution/' and arrWetl at Ship 
Iiland Deoomber 8d, where they remained till May 30, 1802; 
was in the attaolc on Sabine Pum; alfo in the l>attle of 
Winehetter, where he fell, wounded in a charge upon the 
rebel! September 19tb ; be was a prisoner within the rebel 
lines fire hoars, when the Union earalry made a charge 
and resooed him. He died Ootober 10th, at Winchester 
hospital; his remains were baried at Mansfield, Mass., 
with military honors Nor. 11, 1804. He was much re- 
spected as an officer by his superiors, and was a brave, 
noble, and generous man. 

Albert M. Smith, son of Albert Smith, of Charlestown, Mass., 
formerly of North Bridgewater, was a member of Co. C, 
42d Mass. Regt. ; was in the ** Banks Expedition" at New 
Orleans, La., 1802-03. At the expiration of that serTice re- 
enlisted, and was engaged in the battle of Cold Harbor, 
since clerk in the hospital department. 

Joseph Scott Packard, Jr., formerly of North Bridgewater, was 
color-k>earer in the 2d Mass. Regt.; wounded at Gettys- 
burg, Pa. 

Acting Master Frederic Crocker, pro. to liout. for brarery at 
Sabine Pass; afterwards commanded an expedition that 
captured one thousand prisoners, with their arms and am- 
munition; he was attached to the gunboat ** Kensington," 
on the Florida coast, under the command of Commodore 
Farragut ; his promotion is said to have boon richly de- 
sorved. 

Lndus F. Kingman, son of Davis Kingman, formerly of North 
Bridgowator, latoly of Northboro', Mass., was killed in 
baUlo, 1803. 

George H. Thompson, Co. F, 58th Mass. Regt., taken prisoner 
June 7, 1804; died at Andersonville, Qa. 

Sumner A. Smith, Co. H, 2d Mass. Heavy Artillery, died on the 
Mississippi River. 

Bdwin B. Faunce was in the 76th Illinois Regt. 

Ambrose Henry Hay ward was in Co. D, 28th Penna. Regt. of 
Veterans; he enlisted May 24, 1800, and diod in the hos- 
pital at Chattanooga, Tenn., June 15, 1884, from the effects 
of wounds received at the battle of Pine Knob, (la. He 
was a noble, true-hearted soldier. At the time of bis being 
wounded he was in command of his company, and had 
been in several engagements. He was endeared to all bis 
eompanions by his courteous and manly de|)ortmont. 

Charles N. Packard, oorp., was in the 35th Maes. Regt. Mr. 
Packard was one of the one thousand that were inspootod 
by the rogimontal, brigailo, and divi«ion couiiiiaudurM, and 
prououuuod ill uvory ruspoot the most onioleiit soldior. lie 
has participated in no less than fifteen battles; was at the 
siege of Vioksburg, and marched through Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi, with great credit to 
himself, and much respected by bis comrades. 

Austin Packard, eol. July, 1862, in the 9th Mass. BatL; 
wounded in the arm ut the battle of OottyHburg; ho was 
conveyed to IMiiliulclphia in tliu oars, whvro his arm was 
amputated. A prostrating fever was caused by the opera- 
tion, in consequence of which bo died Sept. 21, 1804. 
Funeral honors were paid to his remains at tho grave by a 
detachment under Capt. A. K. Harmon. 

George W. Cole, William Mackey, Fomaudo Skinner, and RIlis 
Howard, were released from rebel prisons in March, 1805. 

Samuel Kimball, enl. in Co. B, 18th Mass. Regt., Aug. 20, 1801, 
and was killed at tho battle of Bull Run Aug. 30, 1802. 

William Flannagan, enl. June 20, 1801 ; killed at the battle of 
Bull Run Aug. 80, 1801. 



Ferdinand Robinson, enl. Aug. 28, 1881 ; killed at the battle of 
Bull Run. 

Joseph Reals, enl. July 80, 1882; died July 80, 1803, of wounds 
reeeived at Gettysburg. 

Bdward F. Droban, Co. C, 29th Mass. Regt. ; enl. May 22, 1881 ; 
diedJan. 12, 1862. 

Charles F. Swanstrom, 83d Mass. Regt., died Bee. 23, 1802. 

Henry Fenn, IKh Mass. Rati. ; killed in the battle of GeUysburg. 

Andrew P. Olsen, enlisted in Co. C, 42d Mass. RegL ; died at 
the Masaaohnsetts Hospital, New York City. 

Orrin D. Holmes, son of Nathan Holmes, of North Bridge- 
water, eul. from Plymouth ; fell in the battle before Peters- 
burg, Va., March 25, 1804. 

We have now brought the ehapter of the groat Re- 
bellion of 1861 down to the oloee of enliatment of 
troops in Septemberi 1864. From this time to the 
close of the war there was one continuoos line of 
successful victories over the Confederates. 

The jear 1865 opened with bright prospects before 
us, by the capture of Fort Fbher, January 15th ; of 
Columbia, S. C, February 17th ; Charleston, S. C, 
February 18th ; Wilmington, N. C, February 21st ; 
of Richmond, April 3d; flight of the Confederate 
officers of State from Richmond, April 4th; sur- 
render of IjCc's army April 9th ; surrender of 
Johnston's army, April 2Gtli ; capture of Jeff. Davis, 
May 10th. Rut that which gave tho grcatcAt joy to 
the Union people was tho Hurronder of Ijco. Then 
we began to see through the clouds that had been so 
long over us, and in the middle of May, 1865, the 
greatest armed rebellion of the world was at an end, 
so far as fighting was concerned, and the nation now 
appears to be as prosperous as ever. Rusiness is good, 
mechanics have returned to their occupations, the 
farmers to their long-neglected fields, and everything 
wears the appearance of a peaceful and prosperous 
hereafler. We are, as a people, stronger than before 
the war. We have stood up against everything that 
any people has ever been culled to bear, and now the 
" star-spangled banner in triumph still waves over the 
land of tho froo and the homo lA' tli«) bnivo." 



CHAPTER XI. 



Militia IliMtory — Firit Militia Cum|>anjr — Oflioere — Milititry 
Divifllon of the Pariuli — North and South Couipaniua — Plym- 
outh County Brigade — First Cavalry Company, 1787 — North 
Bridgewater Dragoon Company, 1853 — Militia Districts — Ac- 
tive and Reeerve Companies — District Number Sixty — Dis- 
trict Number Sixty-one— Cunningham Rifles. 

The first military company formed in the ancient 
town of Rridgewater was formed Oct. 2, 1689. 
Thomas Hay ward was chosen first captain, John 
Hayward lieutenant, and Samuel Packard ensign. 
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At that time the militia of the counties of Barnstable, 
Plymouth, and Bristol constituted one regiment, and 
Josiah Winslow, of Marsh field, was the colonel. 

In 1762 the population of the town had become 
numerous enough to * increase the number of com- 
panies to six. The one in the North Parish of 
Bridgcwatcr (now Brockton) was called the Sixth 
Company. Daniel Howard was first captain in the 
parish, Robert Howard lieutenant, and Abiel Pack- 
ard ensign. These were succeeded by Robert How- 
ard, promoted to captain, Abiel Packard, promoted to 
lieutenant, and Henry Kingman ensign. Afterwards 
Lieut. Abiel Packard was promoted to captain, and 
Ensign Henry Kingman promoted to lieutenant, and 
Constant South worth ensign. 

These continued in office till about 1765, at which 
time the Sixth Company in the town was divided into 
two distinct and separate companies, known as the 
North and South. The line of division was across 
the parish from east to west, near the Centre Village. 
The officers of the North Company were Barnabas 
Howard captiiin, John Howard lieutenant, and Abiol 
Packard ensign. The officers of the South Company 
were Isaac Packard captain, Josiah Packard lieuten- 
ant, and Issachar Snell ensign. These officers held 
their commissions till the Revolutionary war. 

In 1773 the military companies of ancient Bridge- 
witter hnd been increnHcd to nine, and tlu^se, with two 
companies from Abington, connlitutod the Third 
lU*gimcnt, of which Josiah Kdson was colonel. This 
regiment was honored with a review by Governor 
Hutchinson on the 13th of October of that year. Jo- 
siah Ilayden was appointed colonel of this regiment, 
July 1, 1781 ; Daniel Cary, major, Sept. 6, 1792. 

In 1810 the Plymouth County brigade was placed 
under the command of Col. Sylvanus Jjazcll, promoted 
to brigadier-general. The brigade then consisted of 
four regiments of infantry, a battalion of cavalry, and 
a battalion of artillery. Among the field and staff 
officers of the Third Regiment were : 

Cnlfb Ilownrtl, lifliii.-col., ii|)|M)intiMl April 10, 1817. 
NatliHD .loiioK, iioiil.-ool.y npimiiitod Ool. 3, 1820. 
Martin Cary, limit.-c»l., appointed Oct. 1, IH32. 
Ilcnjaniin Kcitli, ltnnt.-col., nppointod Nov. 17, 18H8. 
Kdwanl Soutliwnrlli, niaj., nppointod Aug. 22, 1815. 
Martin Cary, maj., ap|>ointed Sept. 22, 1831. 

This regiment disbanded April 24, 1840. 

April 7, 1787, a cavalry company was organized in 
the town, and Isaac Lazell was appointed first cap- 
tain. The following are the names of commanders 
from the North Parish : 

(lidoon llowanl, oapt., appointed May 26, 1803. 
NoabTCbosinan, oapL, appointed SopL 28, 1811. 



Jerciniali Keals, Jr., oapt., appointed Sept. 9, 1819. 
Nathan llayward, oapt., appointed Sept. 20, 1823. 

This company was disbanded April, 10, 1828. 

In June, 1853, a charter was granted to Nahum 
Reynolds and fifly others, to form a cavalry company, 
which was organized June 27, 1853, under the name 
of " North Bridgewater Dragoon Company." The 
first meeting for the choice of officers was held in 
Tyler Cobb*s Plall, Oon. Eliab Ward presiding over 
the meeting, at which time the following officers were 
chosen : 

Nahum Reynolds, oapt. H. A. Raymond, 3d lieut. 

Robert A. Stoddard, Ist lieut. Jonas R. Perkins, 4th Uent. 
J. Freeman Bills, 2d lieuU 

SergeanU, 

B. C. Mayhow, 4tli. 
James U. Case, 6th. 



Frooiuan Uioknell, 1st. 
Charles T. Packard, 2d. 
Samuel 8. Brott, 3d. 



Luoius Richmond. 
Qeorge N. Holmes. 

J. II. Smith. 
Samuel Parsons. 

Cyrus B. Kingman. 
Ephraim Noyos. 
James B. Lyon. 
Peter Dalton. 
B. A. Packard. 
(loorRO Ti. Howard. 
Riulnml M. Fullorlon 
Willard Packard. 
Oliver .lackson. 
David F. Tribou. 

E. M. Dunbar. 
Jnmcs C. Snell. 
Manly Packard. 

F. P. Hartwell. 
Mitchell Willis. 
Horace Hrynnt. 
James S. Shennan. 



OorporaU, 

Welcome White. 
Daniel Hay ward. 

MutieiaHt, 

Henry Kitman. 
William Upton. 

Privatet, 

Shuboel P. Mears. 
Bdward B. Packard. 
Horatio O. Maeomber. 
George W. Leaoh. 
Charles Woodward. 
Frederic Perkins. 
Julius Thompson. 
Bola T. Brown. 
Charles J. F. Packard. 
Rufus S. Noyes. 
Leander Waterman. 
Charles B. Smith. 
Isaac Kingman. 
William Poole. 
H. T. Sanford. 
Harrison Packard. 



List of military officers with the dates of their 
commission : 

OoloneU. 

Simeon Cary, 1768. j Nahum Reynolds. 

Josiah Haydon. I 

Lieutenant' OoloneU, 



Caleb Howard, May 21, 1810. 
Bdward Southward, April 20, 
1817. 



Nathan Jones, Oct 3, 1829, 
Martin Cary, Oct. i, 1832. 



Majort. 
John Porter, May 30, 1777. Moses Noyes, July 22, 1824. 



Josiah Ilayden. 
Daniel Cary, Sept. 6, 1702. 
Caleb Howard, June 15, 1802. 
Bdward Southworth, Aug. 22, 

1815. 
Nathan Hayward, March 23, 

1824. 



Nathan Jones, Sept. 15, 1828. 
Martin Cary, SepL 22, 1831. 
Nahum Reynolds, Aug. 28, 

1837. 
Uriah Maooy, July 30, 1864. 
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Cfaptaint, 



Dftniel Howard. 

Robert Howard. 

Abiel Packard. 

Barnabas Howard. 

Iiaae Paokard. 

Jeramiah Baala. 

John Porter, Deo. 9, 1774. 

Simeon Gary, Deo. 9, 1774. 

Nathan Packard, July 26,1778. 

Lemuel Dunbar, July 25, 1778. 

Joieph Cole, July 26, 1778. 

David Packard, July 23, 1780. 

LeniM J'liukard, Mnr. 10, 1786. 

Anthony Dike, July 10, 1792. 

Parmenaa Packard, March 28, 

1796. 
LeaTitt Thayer, May 2, 1796. 
Robert Packard, May 29, 1796. 
Abel Kingman, May 6, 1799. 
Howard Gary, May 14, 170U. 
Zachariah Gurney (Sd), May 

26, 1802. 
Qideon Howard, May 26, 1808. 
Oliver Jackson, June 17, 1804. 
Jonathan Snow, May 0, 1806. 
Thos. Thompson, May 6, 1806. 
Asa Jones, Sept. 10, ISOO. 
Noiih Chessman, Sept. 23,1811. 
Nohemitth Lincoln (2d), May 

26, 1814. 
Adiu Packard, May 31, 1816. 
Silas Dunbar, May 20, 1816. 
Adin Packard, Jr., April 12, 

1817. 
Abiel Packard, Nov. 27, 1819. 
Luke Paokard, July 4, 1820. 



Moses Noyes, March 19, 1822. 
David Ames, May 7, 1822. 
Ziba Keith, Sept. 5, 1822. 
Nathan Hayward, Sept 20, 

1828. 
Jabes Kingman, May 4, 1824. 
John Battles, July 16, 1826. 
Nathan Jones, May 30, 1827. 
John W. Kingman, July 4, 

1828. 
Oman Cole, Oct. 7, 1828. 
Alvah Noyes, Aug. 10, 1820. 
AugustusJonos, Aug. 10, 1831. 
Murtin Gary, Aug. 10, 1881. 
Charles Oumey, Dec. 3, 1831. 
Thos. Hathaway, Oct. 27, 1832. 
Gary Howard, Nov. 1, 1834. 
Nahuui Reynolds, May 3, 1836. 
Nahum Reynolds, June 27, 

1853. 
Robert A. Stoildard, Sept. 28, 

1863. 
J. Freeman Ellis, April 26, 

1854. 
H. A. Raymond, May 8, 1866. 
J. R. Perkins, July 11, 1857. 
Lucius Richmond, Aug. 27, 

180U. 
Alex, llichbom, June 26, 1861. 
Charles T. Packard, Aug. 20, 

1862. 
J. S. Stoddard, July 23, 1862. 
Alphens K. Harmon, May 10, 

1862. 
Uriah Macoy, July 11, 1864. 
Choa. L. Sproul, July 30, 1804. 



Mitettlangout Officerg, 

Blisha Tillson, surgeon's mate, Sept. 80, 1794. 
Daniel Hartwell, a^JuUnt, Sept. 6, 1792. 
Caleb Howard, adjutant, Aug 27, 1795. 
Issachar Snell, surgeon's mate, Dec. 13, 1800. 
Rev. Daniel Huntington, chaplain. May 6, 1816. 
John Tilden, Jr., adjutant, Jan. 1, 1827. 
Rev. Bdward L. CUrk, chaplain, June 26, 1861. 
Rev. Israel Washburn, chaplain, Sept. 1, 1802. 
Rev. W. A. Start, chaplain, April 18, 1864. 

In oonsequonce of the variouB calls upon the oom- 
monwealth for troops for the United States service, 
during the Rehellion of 1861, the volunteer militia of 
Massachusetts, as it existed previous to the beginning 
of the war, was nearly broken up, by the enlistment 
of its members individually, and as companies and 
regiments, for three months', nine months*, one years*, 
three years', and one hundred days' service ; and the 
law establishing the volunteer militia being no longer 
in conformity with the system of organization pre- 
scribed by the laws of the United States, it was found 
impossible to recruit this militia as the law then 
stood. To remedy this evil, the Legislature of 
Massachusetts passed a law in 1864 for the reorguni- 



lationof the entire militia of the oommonwealth. 
This act was approved May 14, 1864, and all laws in 
existence previous to that date for the r^ulation of 
the militia were repealed. Tlie new law provided 
for a new enrollment, to be made by the several as- 
sessors of the towns throughout the State, of all per- 
sons between the ages of ei^^hteen and forty-five, the 
same to be returned to the adjutant-general. 

The commander-in-chief then proceeded to divide 
the commonwealth into military districts of companies. 
Under this arrangement there wore two hundrc<l and 
forty-nine districts establbhed. North Bridgewater 
(now Brockton) and West Bridgewater constituted 
two districts, and was divided as follows : 

District Number Sixty includes the whole of North 
Bridgewater except the school districts four, five, six, 
and seven, otherwise known as Marshall, Ames, Onni- 
pello, and Gopoland Districts. 

District Number Sixty-one comprised the southerly 
school districts, numbered four, five, six, and seven, 
in Brockton, and the whole of West Bridgewater. 

An order was next issued to some justice of the 
peace within the district, to call a meeting for the 
election of capttiins of the several companies. Ader 
the election of the captain, it liocanio his duty to 
enroll all persons liable to enrollment within their re- 
spective limits. '* And all persons under the age of 
twenty-four years, liable to do military duty, shall be 
enrolled in one roll, and constitute the 'active militia.' 
And all such persons as shall be above the age of 
twenty-four years, together with all persons that shall 
be exempt from duty, excepting in cases of riot, in- 
vasion, insurrection, war, etc., shall be enrolled in 
another roll, and constitute the * reserve militia.* *' 

The active militia was to have been formed into 
regiments, brigades, and divisions by the comraauder- 
in-chief, and organized in conformity with the laws of 
the United States, subject to such changes as the 
commander-in-chief might make from time to time. 

The reserve militia was to have been organized into 
companies, regiments, brigades, and divisions, and at- 
tached to such brigades in the active militia as the 
commander-in-chief should deem expedient, when 
ordered out for actual sorvioo. 

Orders were received by Qeorge W. Bryant, £sq., 
to notify a meeting to be held Jan. 30, 1865, for the 
choice of a captain for District Sixty. The meeting 
was held at the armory on Chapel Street, at one 
o'clock P.M., when Samuel F. Howard was elected 
captain, who was commissioned Jan. 30, 1865. A 
meeting was subsequently held for the choice of lieu- 
tenants April 1, 1865, when Qeorge South worth w:is 
elected first lieutenant, and Bradford Wild second 
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lieutennnt, both of whoiu were commissioned April 1, 

i8(;r». 

The choice of captains for District Sixty-one was 
made at a meeting held at West Bridgewater, on 
Friday, Jan. 27, 18G5, at which Austin Packard, 
Esq., was called to preside. Mr. Thomas P. Ripley 
was elected captain, and rcccivc<i a couimiHsion dated 
Jan. 27, 18G5. 

At a meeting of the company soon after, in April, 
Nathaniel M. Davenport, Jr., was elected first lieu- 
tenant, and Ziba C. Keith, second lieutenant, both of 
Campello. 

Agreeably to instructions from headquarters an 
enrollment was made by the captains of the above- 
named districts, and placed in the adjuUmt-gcncrars 
office, iu which we find the number of persons en- 
rolled in District Number Sixty, Capt. Samuel F. 
Howard, for active service was one hundred and 
thirty men ; reserve militia, five hundred and nine- 
teen men. The number of persons in District Num- 
ber Sixty-one, Capt. Thomas P. Ripley, for active 
service, was stivcnty-eight men ; reserve militia, three 
hundred and nine men. 

We have given the foregoing account of the militia 
organisation up to May, 1865. The companies had 
hardly been formed, and officers chosen, when the 
Legislature passed a law, approved May 16, 1865, 
disbanding the " active militia," allowing them to 
volunteer in the service fur five years. '*A11 com- 
panies that do not volunteer within sixty days from 
May 16, 1865, shall bo discharged," thus leaving a 
militia force of volunteers only, of which there are 
but few old companies. 

Canningham Rifles. — Among the present militia 
organizations of Massachusetts is the Cunningham 
Rifles, Co. I, which is a part of Massachusetts* regi- 
ment volunteer militia, with the following officers and 
members in July, 1884 : 

Captain. 
Jaioes N. Keith. 

Firnt LiontenanU 
Niilliaii K. Iionoli. 

Srrnml Lirittrinntt. 

AiHlrow M. |{uw<lon. 



Winifried S. HnthAway. 
B. Francis Fuller. 



Edward E. Herrod. 
V!<lwiii W. l<lniikiniihi|). 
Jjoring M. Daloti. 

Waller 0. AiidrcwH. 
Feli Blanchard. 



Sergeatitt. 

Olirer B. Battles. 
S. Oscar Martland. 

CorjioraU. 

Frank L. Emerson. 
Cliarlofi WilliaiiiBon. 

Priratcn. 

Aruna S. Chaso. 
Frank Carr. 



Horatio Corbott. 
William M. Carr. 
Boigamin F. Cliubbuok. 
Qeorge B. Eliot. 
Carlton L. Bldredge. 
Frank Foje. 
Nelson Goodwin. 
William J. Ilowanl. 
Uoorgo B. llorlon. 
William B. Jlill. 
Frank N. Hall. 
George F. Hart. 
Walter T. Howard. 
Robert P. McKendriok. 
Wallace Martland. 
James B. A. MaflGiL 
Fred H. Moore. 
BwoH MoKondrick. 
Frolon JI. Marshal. . 
Charles W. Potter. 



Phillip B. Pierce. 
Melvin F. Packard. 
William 8. Packard. 
Daniel W. Packard. 
William T. Pierce. 
Frank H. Reynolds. 
B. Frank Swift. 
Charlos A. Rturtovant. 
Forrest W. Swin. 
George B. SargenL 
Samuel H. Taylor. 
Edward B. Tilton. 
Rufus B. Tilton. 
Herbert Tribou. 
John A. Tribou. 
William R. Tilden. 
J. Frank Winslow. 
Tiowifl E. Williams. 
Frod M. Wade. 



CHAPTER XII. 

PUBLIC-HOUSES AND TRADBRS. 

Public-Houses. — The city uf Brookton is situated 
on the direct route from New Bedford to Boston, and 
previous to the building of the railroads that connect 
the two cities it was a stopping-place for travelers 
needing refreshment. At one time there were three 
public-houses in the village, beside one on the turnpike 
south of " Tilden 's Corner." 

One of the most prominent public-houses in early 
days wns one kept by Maj. Daniel Cary, on the site where 
Kufus P. Kingman, Esq., now resides, formerly owned 
and occupied by the late John Wales. Next in order 
was a house kept by Barnabas Howard, at the north 
end of the town, where entertainment was provided 
for man and beast. Silas Packard kept public-house 
on the corner of Main and C<mrt Streets, formerly 
occupied by the late Capt. Benjamin Clark. Col. 
Edward South worth also kept public-house at his resi- 
dence, on the site now occupied by the "City Block," 
and later Maj. Nathan Hay ward kept near the comer 
of Main and Efist Elm Streets, the sit43 now ocoupied 
by "M(*rc]intile Building.'* Nathan II ay ward, New- 
ton Shaw, Nathaniel U. Cross, Capt. John Packard, 
and Edward J. Snow have each kept public-house near 
the corner of Main and Crescent Streets, and opposite 
the residence of Rufus P. Kingman, Esq. 

In the early part of 1833 preparations were made 
for the erection of a new and more commodious house 
than was (hen in the town. July 4th of that year a 
house was raised by Messrs. Bela Keith, Esq., and 
Benjamin Kingman, who were the owners till 1856, 
when it passed into the hands of Tyler Cobb, who was 
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proprietor of the house for a short time. Mr. Benja- 
min Kingman kept the house three years. Edward 

E. Bennett occupied it from that time ahout ten years, 
and tlie house has since changed hands as follows: 
0. O. Tinkham, Joslyn & Keith, Ellridge Cobb, Har- 
rison Rogers, Mr. Alstrom, Capt. Swaaey, Tyler Cobb, 
and F. B. Washburn, and is known as the Satucket 
House, now occupied by " Satucket Block," owned by 

F. B. Washburn. 

A few years since Aaron B. Drake opened a public- 
house at Campcllo, by the name of" Salisbury House," 
which was kept for a few years only. There are four- 
teen public-houses in the city at the present time, — 
eleven at the Centre and three at Campello. 

A short time since Sanford Winter, liSsq., erected 
an elegant brick block at the comer of Belmont and 
Main Streets, formerly known as the " Old Corner 
Store" lot, at an expense of nearly seventy-five thou- 
sand dollars, which is now used as a public- house. It 
was first named " Hotel Palmer," now " Hotel Bel- 
mont," and is the leading hotel of the city. F. B. 
Smith is the proprietor. 

Traders. — It is very difficult t^ give the dates 
when the different traders in the ci(y began business, 
although we find the names of all. We here give the 
names of those who have been in the trade, keeping 
variety store, as follows: Deacon Ichabod Howard 
kept store at the north part of the town, on the road 
to Boston, in the house recently occupied by the late 
Deacon Ozen Qurney. Silas Packard and Col. Edward 
South worth had a store on the corner of Main and 
Court Streets, where the late David Cobb's store now 
sUnds, now occupied by his son, David II. Cobb. 
Col. Edward South worth kept store in 1816 nearly 
opposite the First Congregational Church, now known 
as the " Ottzette Building." Maj. Daniel Cary kept 
in the north part of the old building that was several 
years ago removed from the corner of Main and Bel- 
mont Streets, and on the lot now occupied by the 
elegant residence of Rufas P. Kingman, Esq. Mr. 
Cary was succeeded by John Wales. Jonathan Keith 
kept a grocery store where the South Congregational 
Church now stands, at the corner of South and Main 
Streets, Campello. Isaac Keith kept groceries in the 
south part of his house, at the north corner of Main 
and South Streets, a short distance north of the church. 
Benjamin Kingman succeeded him in trade a year or 
two, when he removed to the Centre. Silas Packard 
& Co. were succeeded in trade by David Cobb, who 
came from Mansfield, Mass., in 1823, and learned the 
trade of Mr. Packard. A few years since Mr. Cobb 
erected a new and commodious building in place of the 
old store, where he continued a successful business as a 



variety store, till he was succeeded by his son, David 
H. Cobb. Capt. John Packard erected the store, 
comer of Main and Belmont Streets, opposite Rufus 
P. Kingman's house, several years since, and was asso- 
ciated with Joseph Packard in trade. At a little later 
period Matthew Kingman and Nathaniel Snow pur- 
chased the stock and good-will of the store and traded 
for a short time. The store was afterwards purchased 
by David Cobb about 1836, and was kept by Tyler 
Cobb for several years. About 1840, William P. 
Howard, of Easton, purchased tlie stock, and con- 
ducted a successful business for several years, and 
then removed to Messrs. Howard, Clark ft Co.'s 
building, where sUnds the '< Clark Block." In 1836, 
Frederick Parker ouno from Barnstable, and entered 
into partnership with Ambrose Hay ward, under the 
firm-name of Hay ward k Parker, in the dry-goods trade, 
in William Ryder's building on Main Street, and con- 
tinued but a short time. John Ritchie opened a store 
at the Factory Village, near " Sprague's," which has 
since been occupied by Daniel Eames, Ephraim Noyes, 
Ira Copeland, William H. Brett, Chandler Sprague, 
and others. Ira Copeland erected a gnnscry store a 
short distance cast from *' Sprague's," on the road 
leading to Abington. 

Lemuel B. Match opened the first store in Campello 
about forty years since, which he kept but a few years. 
The business has been conducted in the same building 
by Messrs. Tyler Cobb, Samuel Carter, John W. Snell, 
Yanmes Wales, and Sidney Packard. A few years 
since Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., erected a large and 
commodious building for a store nt the c(»rncr of 
Main and Market Stntcts, which lias \wx\\\ in use 
by Sidney Packard, Messrs. Howard & Keith, and 
Mrs. William H. Williams, the present occupant, who 
keep a variety store. A few years since W. 0. Alger, 
of West Bridgewater, erected a building corner of 
Montello and Depot Streets, at Campcllo, near the rail- 
road stiition, and kept a gri»cery store a short time. 
This building was afterwards purchased by Mr. Nelson 
J. Fobs, who occupied it as a flour and grain store 
and post-office. Henry Dyer had a small store on 
Montello Street, near the depot, and Benjamin Swain 
on Main Street, Campello. Several years since Aaron 
B. Drake k Brother were in trade where the'* Salisbury 
House" now stands. Newton Shaw kept a store in 
the easterly part of the town, at ** Shaw's Corner," a 
few years since. Perei Marshall kept a grocery store 
near ** Tilden's Corner ;" Lorenzo Wade and Qeorge 
A. Packard in the West Shares (now *' Brockton 
Heights"). George Clark kept a st.ore a short time 
near the same place. Isiuic Packanl kept store in the 
West Shares (now ** Brockton Heights"), in the build- 
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ing occupied by William Packard. Bcnjnuiin Kol- 
lii«rjr kopt store in town in 1835. Cyrua Porter, Jr., 
Iintl a Ktore near /mpliar KioUrR Corner, on North 
Main Street, in 1835. A few years since J. F. Hale 
opened a grocery store in Central Block, on Main 
Street. L. C. Bliss became his successor in that busi- 
ness. Newton Shaw had a grocery store near the 
railroad, on Centre Street, some years since. Mr. 
William H. Pierce Hucccedcd him in business. Lyman 
K. Cobb erected a new store near the same locality, 
and continues to do a successful business in that line. 
Daniel Lovoll purchased the store recently occupied 
by the "Union Store No. 619," on School Street. 
Henry W. Robinson commenced trade in 1844 in 
the Httu't* now occnpicMl by him at the Centre, lie 
was the successor of William White. Li 1850, Wil- 
liam B. Barry became associated with him in the busi- 
ness, under the firm-name of Robinson & Barry, which 
copartnership existed five years, Mr. Barry then 
removing; to Boston. This was a variety store till 
185!), wh»!ii it was chanpMl to dry goculs exclusively. 

In 1834, Charles Athcrton and Albert Smith became 
associated in busineas in the Tn>t.el-buildin^, under 
the firm-name of Smith & Athcrton. This firm con- 
tinned for about two years, when they dissolved part- 
nership, and William F. Brett became a partner with 
Mr. Smith, under the firm-name of Smith & Brett, in 
1836. This firm continued till 1831), when Mr. Smith 
withdrew from the firm, leaving Mr. Brett alone in 
buHincKK till 1840, at which time Rufas P. Kin<i;man, 
VjH(\.^ became a partner, under the firm of Brett & 
Kingman, which copartnership continued till 1854, 
they doing a dry -goods, grocery, hardware, and mer- 
chant-tailoring business. A new firm was then formed, 
consisting of William F. Brett, J. Freeman Ellis, S* 
H. Ripley, and Kdward (VNeil, who continued in the 
same business. In 1800, Henry A. Brett ctimc from 
Wareham and purchased the stock and business, and 
conducted the same one year, when he sold to William 
H. Brett and Rufus E. Brett, who continued in busi- 
ness under the style of William F. Brett's Sons. This 
firm Wiis dis-solved in 1805, Rufus E. Brett and Fred- 
erick L. Brett continuing the business under the firm- 
name of Brett Brothers. 

In 1802, Mr. B. C. Benner & Co. opened a dry- 
goods store opposite Kingman's block. Charles 
Curtis, Jr., succeeded William P. Howard in the 
dry-goods trade in Howard & Clark's building, on 
Main Street, for several yeare. He afterwards re- 
moved to Taunton. B. P. Davis had a shoo store in 
1850, opposite Kingman's brick block, on Main 
Street. (/Inirles 1>. Brighani had a shoe store at 423 
Main Street (Tyler Cobb's building). Ambrose Hay- 



ward opened a grocery store in Howard, Clark & Co.*8 
building, July 4, 1864. A. N. Farrar had a grocery 
store in John Tilden's building a few years since. He 
was succeeded by Simeon Mitchell in 1861, and the 
store was afterwards occupied by John Tilden. 

James Hall and William H. H. Hebard have 
since occupied that store for a short time each. 
The building is now used as a residence. Henry 
Howard kept a store in his building, formerly 
occupied as a shoe manufactory, now occupied by 
William F. Field. E. Capen French had a grocery 
store near Stoddard's brush-factory, in the north 
part of the village ; store afterwards occupied for 
the same purpose by Joel T. Packard. 6. R. Clapp 
has a variety store in the building, near the new 
post-office, on Main Street. Southworth & Noyes 
had a grocery and hardware store nearly opposite 
Kingman's brick block, now Edward 0. Noyes; 
Daniel Hay ward one on School Street, near the rail- 
road. John W. Snell kept a small grocery store 
opposite the residence of Freeman Holmes several 
years since. S. Francis Dciurborne had a grocery 
store in Drayton's building, now occupied by Ool. 
John J. Whipple as a grocery and drug store, oppo- 
site the First Congregational Church, formerly occu- 
pied by N. C. & G. W. Fisher as a grocery store. 
Nathan Jones kept a grocery store in Col. South- 
worth's building many years. E. H. Woodbridge 
kept paints, oils, etc., on School near Main Street. 
William Field also kept a grocery store in Capt. John 
Battles' house. Lot Packard kept a store in the house 
afterwards occupied by Capt. Robert Packard. F< ft 
H. Baylies kept a dry-goods store in '*Wheeler*8 
Block," corner of Main and School Streets, a few 
years since. The building was afterwards owned and 
known sis " Bixby*8 Building." Francis 0. Hall kept 
a grocery store on Turnpike Street, in the West 
Shares, for a short time, several years since. John 
W. Snell kept a grocery store at Cam pel lo for a short 
time, in a building owned by Bela Keith, Esq. Rufus 
L. Thacher kept a flour and grain store in Central 
Block, on Centre Street, a few years since. C. C. 
Bixby & Co. kept a large assortment of drugs, medi- 
cines, fancy goods, books, stationery, etc., in Bixby's 
block, where the present brick block known as 
" Bixby 's" now is, adjoining the *^ Home Bank Build- 
ing." Isaac Washburn came from Kingston, and 
kept store in the old tavern building, opposite Rufas 
P. Kingman's residence, for a short time only. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

free Sehool*— Old Sebool DiAtrieU— Sebool OomnilUM of IIm 
Korib Pariib— Sobool OoaiiBittM of Nortb BridgewaUr (now 
Brockton) — Anna*l Approprlationi for 8ebool«— Now Sobool 
DUtrieU— AttondMioo on tbo Scboolo— Valuaiion of Sobool 
Proporfcy in 1882 — Adolpbian Aoadomy — Nortb Bridgowafcor 
Aoadomy — PriTatoSoboola — Normal Sebool Sebolar»— Gradn- 
atet of Collagei — ProM of Brockton — ^Town Mapi — United 
Staief Pentioni. 

Schools. — For the past two centuries onr oonntrj 
has enjoyed a system of education that has had no 
parallel. The progress of our country, with all its 
Taried interests, may be attributed to the education 
of her people. There is no one thing in which the 
happiness and prosperity of society is so much in- 
volvcil as in the proper education, the inoriil training, 
and discipline of youth, and the many advantages 
arising from the same cannot be too highly estimated 
or overstated. The boldness of the measure aiming 
at universal education through the medium of free 
schools has no precedent in the history of the world. 
Every nation abroad, as well as States at home, are 
imitating our example. The credit of originating 
these free institutions is duo to our Pilgrim Fathern. 
It was in the cabin of the *' Mayflower*' that they 
agreed among themselves to a written constitution of 
government which was the nucleus of all the free 
governments of the earth. At the time they landed 
on our shores two grand ideas pervaded their minds, 
namely : religion, or the spiritual interest of their 
people, and knowledge, or the education of the young. 

Free Schools. — The fisheries of Cape Cod were early 
laid under contributions for the support of free schools 
in 1671. At a public festival a few years since the fol- 
lowing sentiments were offered : ** Mackerel Schools 
and Free Schools, the one the support of the other ;" 
another, " The Fishermen of Capo Cod, they get their 
learning on their own Hook." These institutions 
have long been under the control of the government, 
by them supported and controlled, sanctioned and 
protected by law as much as the right of a person to 
their own mode of worship ; and the distinguishing 
feature of the system is in the advantage of common- 
school instruction, which is free to all, without dis- 
tinction of race, color, or position, and is secured to 
every child in the State, that the property of the 
commonwealth shall be subservient to equal and ade- 
quate instruction. The mass of the people have 
been educated, and we have enjoyed what no other 
nation has been permitted to enjoy, — we have learned 
for ourselves how to conduct a free government, and 
the success of the same may be seen in the progress 



that has been and is now being made in all that oon- 
tribates to make a nation praspenms and happy. 

From earliest time the polioy of Massaehuaetts has 
been to develop the minds of her people and to imbue 
them with the principles of duty. In doing this she has 
had the aid of the many towns within her limits, and 
has a system which is destined to greater and more 
elevated usefulness than has ever before been seen. 

The town of Brockton has ever been ready to con- 
tribute of her public funds for educational purposes. 
Previous to the incorporation of the old North Parish 
the parish paid their proportional part of school ex- 
penses of the town of Bridgewater, and received a 
share of the benefits of the same. At a meeting of 
the town of Bridgewater, held Nov. 24, 1746, a com- 
mittee of twelve were chosen "To oonsult what 
ineiliml nniy Ik) most licncfieial to the Town in im- 
proving of ye school for the futer." Bobert Howard, 
Abiel Packard were chosen on the part of the North 
Parish. The committee made the following report : 
Dec. 1, 1746. "Voted that the sum of £250, old 
Tenor, to support schooling in the town one year 
next following, and that the grammar-school has been 
kept longer in a precinct than has been useful when 
it comes to their turn, and that the west precinct 
shall have the improvement of ye grammar-school the 
first year, and then the other precincts in order shall 
have the grammar-school according to their propor- 
tion of ye Tax." We next find a record in the 
parish books as follows; March 21, 1747. "At a 
meeting held this day To chuse a committee to take 
care of the money, and gat a scole niasture, or a scoole 
dame, and to see if the precinct can agree wharo the 
scoole shall be keept this year," it was voted " That 
Timothy Keith, Bobert Howard, and Abiel Packard 
should be a committee to take care of the scoole the 
year Insewing.** Also, " Voted by the precinct, that 
the precinct should be dovided into three scoole Hicks, 
to bt^in at Elisha Dunbar*s, and fixim thence to Abia 
Keith*s, and from thence to Hcnery Kingman's all to 
the South of that line to be the South Bick, And the 
meedal Bick to extend North as far as the north side 
of Abiel Packard's field that Joynes Zachariuh Qur- 
ney's, by an oust and west Line from stud place. 

" Each peart having Eiqual parte In the town 
treasury for drafl of money belonging to the precinct 
for the use of the scoole to be drawed by the com- 
mittee for the scoole or their order." For a long 
time after the establishment of the North Parish, or 
Precinct, there were but three school districts, which 
were divided as above. " The subject of new school- 
Houses was brot to the attention of the parish, Au- 
gust 15, 1748, To cliusc a man or men to receive 
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tlio iimiiej iluc from l.lio town to inniiitnin a Hcoalc i 
and U) dispotic of tbo nnuic in tlio boat metliod ; 
Alfton, To KO ir tlio prcuinct will build otio or more 
Bcool-linnscs fur tlie use of tlic Pariah aoool, and to 
■ot anything proper for occompliBhiDg the same. The 
meeting; tras sctteled by the choise of Daniel Howard, 
moderator. 

Old School Siatriots. — " Voted that Timothy 
Keitli, AbicI Pncknrd, and llnbort Howard ahoo Id bee 
a cominitUju to dran the uioncy out of thu town trcae- 
nry this present year, their pcrpaisionabel part for the 
nse of the Parash Sooola, and to dispose of the same in 
the way and manner voted by the preoinot last year 
past." Deo. 9, 1751, a meeting was held "To agree 
Mow imm) wlinro the wymie hI>iiII lie koitpl. the liwiminfr 
year. VoUid ihiit llic seoul abiild be kncpt in Llircc 
places in the precinct ; also, Voted that the meddal 
part shuld have the scool the first Fore months, and the 
Boath part should have it the next two months, and 
the north part, which extends from the north line of 
the middle riok as far north as the town extends, 
should biivc it the next three months." Again, 
Maruh '28, VJb'^, the Inying out of the money and 
" settellittg of the scool" was letl to bbe precinct com- 
mittee. The people of tbe precioct, feolieg dissatis- 
fied with the division, called a meeting, which was 
held March 11, 1784, "To take the minds of the 
prneinct rnspttctini; tho Rtnmmar school fur the fu- 
ture, nud net what may be thought proper ouucernitig 
tho same." at whicli it was '' Voted U) divide tbe 
precinet into fonr Hicks for the Oraramur- School ; 
also, Voted that Barnabas Howard, Dea. Jonathan 
Gary, Hr. Matthew Kingman, and Ensign Issachar 
SneU be a committee for the purpose aforesaid, and 
make report at the fall meeting." Sept. 6, 1784, 
the committee for dividing the district into four ricks 
for the grammar-school gave in the following report: 

" Wa, tha ntuoriben,' bging ohoND aoommlttMby the Horlli 
pTMlnot, in Brlilgeirater, In onlsr lo itlrlda «ald praolnnt Into 
foor pkrU for tba battar uoommodation of tba InhkhiUnta of 
i^ preainot to impraca tho arftoinkr Bahool, snd h»lng oon- 
■idarad th« nma, do report M followath, nunalj : Thtt » lino 
bo ilmwn fro>n Mr. KuihariAli Cary'g wiMterly la Rpliralm 
Obarohlira, knd fram (honoa toButon Line, and thoaa ramiHM 
on Lho Muth alda ot aiUd linn to be tlia Boulh RIok, und Uiooa 
on tbo nortli Hide of aaid Una to be tha North llloh, uid from 
nid Cnrr'a outarlj to William Sbftw'i, and from tbanoe to 
Ablngtou Una, (D divide Ibe autarl; part of nid pradnot, tbooa 
rnmiliea on the unlb liite of laid Road to be tha Bonth RIok, 
tba befera-ineBtloned Kioki to b« dirldad Noclb and Boath b; 
tha Conn try Road. 

" iBStORin Bmhll. 

"BlRMlBA* naWAtU). . 

"MATTnair Kihbhah. 
"JosATUAH Oxar." 

The above report being read, it was accepted, and 



tbe mooting voted " tliat tbe Qrammsr Bohool be 
keept six weeks in each Rick." " Voted that tha 
two Ricks on the west side of the Conntfy Road have 
the Grammar School this year." 

After the above division of the parish into die- 
triota, or rioks, the prednot committee had ohaige of 
the division of the school fund as it was drawn from 
tho town treasury, and upon them devolved the duties 
that afterward were assigned to the oommitt«e chosen 
for caul) district. 

Marob 4, 1794. The parish "voted to raise £15, 
to be assessed on the inhabitants of tbe parish, for the 
purpose of English schooling." March 17, 1794. 
At ■ meeting of the parish it was " voted U> ohoee a 

Ooi iliy ill Kncb Knglish 8cIiik>1 District bi take 

cure of the school money, and see that it is well laid 
out for tbe benefit of each Destriot." The duties of 
thia committee were to procure rooms, teachers, fuel, 
etc., for the schools in their several districts. 

School OoDunittM of tho Horth Pariih. — The 
following is a list of the school committee chosen by 
the town for the several distriets from 1794 to 1826 
inclusive: 



Lieut. Naihftnlel Orentt, ITM. 

Bnaign Howard Our, "B4, 

•9S, 1803, '01, 'OS, 'II, '10, 



Iwubnr SdsII, Eiq.,im,'», 

'99, 'BT, 'US. 
lohikbod tloward, 1T94, 'BS.'BS, 

'SB, 1800, '01, 'OJ, *0T, 'IB. 
LotI Keltb, nOi,'9i. 
Benjamin Howard, 1TB4. 
Panoanaa Paokard, 1TB4, 'B5, 

MIB, ISO!. 
OapL Tiemnol Paokard, ITBI, 

'BS, 1 801, 'OS. 
Bamabu Csrtli, Utt, 'S6. 
LUnt. Robert Packard, ITBft, 

'B«, •91, 'BS, '99, 1800, '01, 

'U, 'Jl. 
DoDlal tUnley, ITBft, IBOD. 
Bphralm Oole, 1706, 1801, MO, 

•14, '18. 
Capt. Joste Perkins, ITBO, '98, 

1800. 
Lieut. RIoMor Snow, ITBA. 
Job Ann, 1708. 
Oii'er Honard, ms, 1803, 

'OS. 
Waldo Hayward, 1798. 
Jobn WalM, 1 TBS, 1804. 
Samnal Dike, ITBd, 180S, 'OT. 
JoMph lUjwftrd, ITOS, 1806. 
K1l|ihalet Paoknni, ITBT. 
Mnaoa Carj, 17B7, iBI4, *t«. 
William nratt, 17B7. 



Jonatbui Perkfna, Jr., 17BT, 
ISM, *0T, '11, '18, *18, '10. 

Jereaiiab Boali, 1TB7. 

Rnfoa Brett, 17BT. 

Oapt. Zabedea Snail, ITBT, tt. 

William Rbaw, Jr., I7BT. 

Malhanlal Manley, I7BT. 

Deaoon Jam** Porkloa, I7BS. 

Bniign Hnrb Pcrklni, ITBS, 
1804, '08, '08, 'II, 'IT, '19. 

Sam n el (»iaMman, 17VS. 

Timothy Amea, I7B8, 1808. 

Bbenuor Warren, 1798. 

Solb Kingman, IT 98, IBIS. 

Jonathan Koith, ITBS, 1801, 



aiThouii 



1TBB,18I3, 

■IB, "as. 

Nathaniel Leaeb, 17BV. 
Zubkriab Onmey, Jr., 1TBB, 

1804, 'OB, '14, 'IB. 
BaiOamin KeiUi, 17BB, ISOf, 

'08, '07, '08, 'OB. 
AM|>b llnyward, 1799. 
Japliet Beala, I7BB. 
Nonb Amee, 1700. 
Joaieb Perkldi, 1 800, 'OS. 
Amil Brett, IBOO. 
Abiah Paokud, 1800. 
Jon a tb an Gary, ISDO. 
Deaoon DaTld Sdaon, 1800,'Ba. 
Dr. Pblllp Bryant, IBOO, '08, 

'00. 
Bntign Jonathan Snow, 1800, 

'38. 
Hloab Shaw, I80t, '00, 'IS, 
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Hay ward Marshnll, 1801, '10, 

'14, '24. 
Banilltti Flold, 1801, '05, '09, 

'J3. 
Bphraiiii Jaokion, 1801, '04. 
Samuel Brett, Jr., 1801. 
Oaleb Howard, 1802. 
John Tilden, 1802, '07, '09, 

'12, '22. 
Lieot. Bphralm Noyei, 1802, 

'04, '11, '14, '17. 
Itaiah Packard, 1802, '08. 
Bnsign Aia Jonee, 1803, '09, 

'18. 
Job Bryant, 180.1. 
Asa Ford, 1803. 
Oyros Packard, 1803, '06, '15, 

'21. 
Tbomaa Packard, Jr., 1808, 

'10. 
Joseph Alden, 1803. 
Capt. Abol Kingman, 1804, 

'22, '26. 
John Howard, 1804. 
Daniel Packard, 1804. 
Shepard Perkins, 1804, '09, 

'17. 
Beth Snow, 1806. 
Zachariuh Snell, 1805. 
Abyah Knapp, 1805. 
Peres Crocker, 1806, '17. 
Gideon Howard, Bsq., 1806, 

'12, '13, '15, '16. 
Olirer Snell, 1806, '10. 
William Bdson, 1806. 
Ensign Nehemiah Lincoln, 

1807, '09, '12. 
Seth Bdson, 1807, '11. 
Noali Ohoosman, 1807. 
Samuel Alden, Jr., 1807. 
Joseph Brett, 1807, '14. 
Joseph Sylvester, Jr., 1808, 

'14. 
Daniel Howard, Bsq., 1808, 

'09, '11. 
John Ames, 1808. 
Levi Packard, 1808, '18. 
John Burrill, 1809. 
Benjamin Ames, 1809, '14, '19, 

•23. 
Adin Packard, Jr., 1810. 
Bliphalet Kingman, 1810, '17, 

'20. 
Barnabas Curtis, 1810. 
Bbeneser Dunbar, 1810. 
Jonathan Beal, 1811. 
Zebedeo Snell, Jr., 1811. 
Caleb Jiickson, 1811, '15. 
Josoph lloynolds, Jr., 1811. 
Silas Snow, 1812. 
Turner Torrey, 1812, '14, '17, 

'24. 
ByWanus French, 1812, '19, 
. '28. 



Isaac Barnes, 1812. 
ShoimrdKuull, 1812. 
aalun Paokanl, 1812, '21. 
Alpha Itrult, 1813. 
Luke Packard, 1813, '21. 
Josiah Dunbar, 1818, '18. 
Micah Packard, 1818, '17, '28. 
Manley Hayward, 1818, '16, 

'21, 
Asa Howard, 1815, '22. 
Capt. John Packard, 1815, '16, 

'19, '20. 
Jeremiah Beats, Jr., 1815, '19. 
liowis Dailoy, 1815. 
Capt. Oliver Jackson, 1815, 

*21, '26. 
James Cary, 1815. 
Howard Packard, 1815, '17. 
Issac Keith, 1816, '26. 
Bnos Thayer, 1816. 
Apollas Packard, 1816. 
Darius lluwanl, 1817, '26. 
Ziba Keith, 1817, *21. 
Thomas Wales, 1818. 
Howard Manley, 1818, '28. 
Jacob Dunbar, 1818. 
Bxekiel Merritt, 1818. 
Samuel Packard, 1818. 
Josiah Ames, 1818. 
John Smith, 1818, '24. 
JohnCrafU, 1819. 
Parmenas Brett, 1819. 
Jabes Kingman, 1819, '26. 
David Ford, 1820. 
Asor Packard, 1820, '24. 
Oliver Leach, 1820. 
Theron Ames, 1820. 
Zenas Brett, 1820. 
Isiuio Packard, 1820. 
Nathan Packard, 1820. 
Isaac Hartwell, Jr., 1820, '22. 
Nathaniel Wales, 1821. 
David Battles, 1821. 
Axel Uumey, 1821. 
Barnabas Bdson, 1821. 
David Ames, 1822. 
Josiah Brett, 1822. 
William Tribou. 1822. 
Jonas Reynolds, 1822. 
Zibeon Brett, 1822, '23. 
Simeon Dunbar, 1828. 
Jesse Perkins, Jr., 1823, '26. 
Williams Alden, 1823. 
Hesekiah Packard, 1823. 
Martin South worth, 1823. 
Martin Dunbar, 1823. 
Isaac Curtis, 182.H. 
Sullivan Packard, 1824. 
Charles Paokanl, 182-i. 
Samuel Dike, Jr., 1824. 
Caleb Copeland, Jr., 1824. 
Zophar Field, 1824. 
Nahum Perkins, 1826. 
Joel Ames, 1826. 



Jacob Fuller, 1812, '20. 
This was the oommenoeiDeDt of the practioe of 



ohooeiog a committee-man in the several districts to 
manage the affairs in(]e|>ondeutlj of the town. 

March 16, 1795. The pariuh cauio together " to 
hoar the lloport of a ooniniittou choHcii to ace if thuy 
can fix upon any plan that shall operate more equally 
in the division of the Grammar-School District.** 

** The oommittee appointed by the North Parish of Bridge- 
water at their meeting in Novenber last to oonsider whether 
any alterations can be made in the Grammar School wricks in 
said Parish wich will be of more general advantage to the in* 
habitants thereof. Beg leave to make the following roporto, 
namoly : 

** I^irtt, your committoe are of opinion that the South west 
and South east wricks, as to their extent and bounds, remain as 
they now are. S0eondljf, your committee are of opinion that 
it will be for the general advantage of the inhabitants of the 
North west and North Bast wricks to be divided into three 
wricks, in the following manner and form, to wit : The first, or 
north wcHt wriok to Ik) iMHindod Northorly an«l WiwtoHy on 
Stoughton and Kastou, Southerly on the South west wrick, and 
easterly on the river whareon Reynolds' saw-mill stands, in- 
cluding also Lieut. Parmenas Packard and Benjamin Silves- 
ter's familys. The Second, or north wrick to be bounded north- 
erly on Stoughton, westerly on Reynolds' mill River aforesaid. 
Southerly on the Southern wrick, and easterly on trout Brook, 
excluding the before-mentioned families of Lieut. Parmenas 
Packard and Benjamin Silvester, including Dsuiel Howard, 
Bsq., Qideon Howard, and Thomas White, and their families 
before mentioned. The Third, or North Bast wrick to bo 
bounded easterly and northerly on Abington and Randolph, 
westerly on Trout Brook, and southerly on the South east wrick, 
excluding Daniel Howard, Bsq., Gideon Howard, and Thomas 
White's families, before mentioned. Thirdly, your committee 
are also of opinion that the Grammar-School ought to be kept 
in the two southern wricks every other yoar,— onu-half in the 
South wuMt wrick, and tlio other half in thu South itast wrick. 
We are also of opinion that said Urainmar-Schoul ought to be 
kept in the three northern wricks every other year in the fol- 
lowing proportion, namely : one-Third part of the time in the 
north west wrick, one-third part in the middle or north wrick, 
and one-third part of the time In the North Bast wriek. 
Fourthly, your committee are furthermore of the opinion thai 
the school in the north or middle wrick ought to be kept alter- 
nately at the school-House near Nathaniel Snell's and the 
school-Honse near Uie Meeting- House, and that the school in 
thu South east wriek ought to bo kept at or between Seth King- 
man's, Abel Kingman's, and Bliab Packard's, and that the 
School in the North east wricks ought to be kept alternately at 
the school -honse near Deacon Jonathan Gary's and the School- 
house near William Shaw's, unless the inhabitants of said wrick 
ean agree on a more central place, which we judge to be at or 
between Ames Packard's, Josiah Packard's, Josiah Bames', and 
Peres South worth's. 

" All wich is submitted to Said parish for oonsoderation and 
acceptance. 

*' ImMAOIIAU HNKI.Ii, 

"BLHAsnn Snow, 
''Danibl Howard, 
"Jkhsk Pkrkins, 
''Lrmukl Packard, 

" Gowmitte€, 
" A true record. 

" Danikl Cart, Precinct Clerk" 
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A^nin, the ^miniiinr-8olu>ol did not suit all tbc peo- 
ple in the pnrtsh : lor, Nov. 14, nOO, we find a meet- 
ing called *' To see if some more advantageous method 
cannot be devised for the improvement of the Gram- 
mar-School/* at which it was *^ voted to postpone the 
subject to the next March meeting.** 

March 9, 1797. *' Voted to choose a committee of 
one from each school District, to make some alteration 
in the Oram mar-School Districts, and report at next 
fall meeting." Daniel Howard, Esq., Issachar Snell, 
Esq., Waldo Hayward, Capt. Lemuel Packard, Moses 
Gary, Capt. Zebedee Snell, Capt. Jesse Perkins, Jere- 
miah Thayer, Jr., Barnabas Curtis, Daniel Manley, 
Jr., were the committee who made the following re- 
port, Nov. 13, 1797: 



«i 



The committee appointed to report a plan for keeping the 
Grammar-Sohool hare agreed upon the following mode, namely : 

'' Fivtf That Said School shall not be kept in a dwelling- 
honee. Second^ That Said School be kept in each Enjrlish 
district through the parish, provided they Shall build School- 
Houses and fit them with seats in the same manner the School- 
house near the moeting-house is, nnd otherwise convenient in 
the judgment of the Selectmen for the time being, and find 
Rufiiciency of Fire wood. Thirds In case any district shall not 
comply with the foregoing oonditions, the school is to be koept 
in the next Distroct according to their turn. The school shall 
be keopt first in Issachar SnelTs, 2d in Jesse Perkins*, 3d Jona- 
than Cary's, 4th Amxi Brett's, 5th William Shaw's, 6th Ichabod 
Edson's, 7th Charles Snell's, 8th Ephraim Cole's, 9th Daniel 
Manly's, 10th Capt. Zebedee Snell's, — all of which is Submitted 
to the parish for consideration and nccoptanco. 

"The alxivo report was accepted and ngrood lo by Iho rarish. 

"A trew record. 

"Daniri, Cary, Parith CUrkJ 



tt 



Previous to the organization of the town, in 1821, 
the North Parish had the charge of the school funds 
which were set apart by the town to them, and the 
precinct committee were the committee when no others 
were chosen especially for that purpose. The amount 
was assessed upon the inhabitants according to their 
valuation. We find no systematic account of the 
amount appropriated yearly or the manner in which 
it was spent, but presume it was well expended. The 
schools were usually from six to eight weeks in a year, 
and wo should judge the people would make the most 
of their time. We have found occasionally sc^parato 
amounts nddititmal to that voted by the town to be 
assessed by the parish, as, March IG, 1795, ** Voted 
£15 for English Schooling." Also, Feb. 27, 1798, 
'* Voted to raise two hundred dollars for the use of 
schooling." This above vote was reconsidered Aug. 
19, 1798. The precinct voted sums only when an 
extra out lay lintl been made or a school-house built. 
The first appropriations are from 1821 to 1825, inclu- 
sive, when the sum of six hundred and twenty-five 
dollars was voted. Early the next year (1826) the 



State passed a general law placing the entire care and 
8U))eriutcudciice of the public schools in a town in 
the hands of a committee, which consisted of three, 
five, or seven persons, whose duty it was to examine 
into the qualifications of teachers, and to visit the 
several schools at the commenoement and closing of 
thcni. Their duty was to provide books for those 
that fail to provide for themselves, under certain rules, 
and also to determine what books should be used in 
the schools. 

School Committee of the Town. — The following 
is a list of the school committee from 1827 to 1864, 
inclusive, together with the years of their election : 

Rliab Whitman, 1827, '40, Ml, '42, '43, '44, '4«, '47. 

J/nniH Howard, 1827, '20, '.10, '31. 

Dr. Nathan Perry, 1827. 

Rev. D. Huntingdon, 1828, '40, '41, '42, '43, '44, '45, '4S, '47. 

Dr. John S. Crafts, 1828, '29, '30. 

Rev. John Ooldsbury, 1828. 

Ileraan Packard, 1820, '30, '31, '81, '88, '34. 

Albert Smith, 1820, '35, '38, '39. 

Jesse Perkins, 1829, '30, '31, '32, '33, '36, '37, 39. 

Jabes Kingman, 1830. 

Brantas Wales, 1832, '33. 

Laoius Kingman, 18.14, '36. 

Zibcon Shaw, 1834, '35, '36, '87. 

Joseph A. Rainsford, 1836, '37. 

Isaac Barnes, 1838. 

Josiah W. Kingman, 1838. 

Rot. John D wight, 1838. 

Rev. Paul Couch, 18.18, '.19, '40, '41, '42, '43, '44, '45, '46, '47, 

'18, '49, '60, '51, '62, '63, '64, '55, '56, '57, '58. 
Rev. A. S. Dudley, 1845. 
Adoniram Hisboe, 1848, '49, '50, '51, 52. 
Rev. William Whiting, 1848, '49, '50. 
Henry A. Ford, 1851, '62, '66, '57, '68, '59, '60, '61. 
Rev. Henry Baylies, 1853, '54. 
Rev. A. B. Wheeler, 1864, '65. 
Rev. Warren Goddard, 1853. 
George T. Ryder, 1866. 
Charles C. Btxby, 1856. 
Rev. Charles L. Mills, 1866, '67, '58, '59, '60. 
Blbridge G. Ames, 1869, '60, '61, '62, '63. 
Galen B. Pratt, 1860, '61, '62, '6.1. 
Rev. Charles W. Wood, 1862, '63. '64, '65, '66, '67, '68, '69, '70, 

'71, '72, '73, '74, '76, '76, '77. 
Angustns T. Jones, 1864, '65, '71, '72, '78, '74, '75, '76, '77, '78, 

'79, '80. 
Rev. F. A. Crnfts, 1864, '66, '66, '67. 
Rev. J. li. Stoiio, 1800, '67, '68. 
Jonathan White, 1867, '68, '69, '76, '77, '78, '79, '80, '81, '82, '83, 

'84. 
Jonas R. Perkins, 1867, '68. 
Rev. B. C. Mitchell, 1868. 
Rev. I. M. Atwood, 1869, '70, '71. 
Henry A. Ford, 1870, '71, '72. 
Darius Howard, 1870, '71, '72. 
Fra Co|»oland, 1870, '71, '72, '7.1, '74, '75. 
Charles R. Ford, 1870, '71, '72. '73, '74. 
Charles D. Brigham, 1870, '71. 
Bills Packard, 1870, '71, '72, '73, '74, '75. 
Albert Keith, 1870, '71, '72. 
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Loring W. Paffar, 1874. 

Boot n. ReynoldM, 1874, '75, '76, '77, '78. 

8. franklin Pftokard, 1874, '76, '76, '77, '78, '79, '80, '81, '82, 

'8;i, '84. 
AlfrcNl I^ftwis 187 1, 76, '70. 
Oyrua V. Copeliui<l, 1874, '76, '76, '77, '78, '70, '80, '81, '82, '88, 

'84. 
BmIIi Sanford, Jr., 1876, '76, '77, '78, '79, '80, '81, '82, '88, '84. 
Jtfhn J. Whipple, 1876, '76, '77, '78, '70, '80, '81, '82, '88. 
Bdward Orooker, 1876, '77, '78. 
H.N. P. Hubbard, 1877, 78, '70. 
Rav. Henry B. Qoddard, 1877, '78, '70. 
Obarloi W. Sumner, 1876, '76, '77, '78, '70, '80, '81. 
De WiU Clinton Packard, 1870, '80, '81, '82. 
Patriok Giluiore, 1880, '81, '82. 
Lissie A. Kingman, elected in Joint conTenilon for three yean, 

but deolined eerving. 
Martha J. Farwell, 1882, '88, '84. 
Samuel L. Boali, 1882. 
David S. Oowell, 1882, '83, '84. 
Arthur B. Kenrick, 1882, '88, '84. 
Hon. Ziba 0. Keith, ex officio, 1882, '84 (mayor). 
Hon. Henry H. Paokard, ex officio, 1883 (mayor). 
William A. Sanford, 1883, '84. 
William Rankin, 1883, '84. 

Annnal Appropriationf for Schools. — This oom- 
mittee was also required to make an anntial report of 
the number of schools, scholars, amount appropriated, 
and such other details as was deemed of interest to the 
secretary of the oommonwoalth. From these reports 
(now on file in his office) from North Bridgewater we 
find the following reports, which we publish to exhibit 
at a glance the condition of the schools at different 
dates: 

Y^ Hnmber Amount Number 

' of Scbolan. appropriated, of Sohoolt. 

1827 425 $800 11 

1828 426 800 11 

1820 660 800 11 

1830 680 800 U 

1831 693 800 11 

1832 669 800 11 

1833 669 800 11 

1834 650 1000 11 

1835 657 1000 11 

1830 676 1000 11 

We see by the above returns that prior to the year 
1837 the amount annually appropriated for the sup- 
port of the public schools in the town did not increase 
in proportion to the increase in the number of schol- 
ars. During this year a change was made in the 
laws regulating the schools throughout the common- 
wealth by the organization of the Board of Education 
in June, 1837, and by which all the school committees 
in the several towns were required to make a detailed 
report to them annually of the condition of the 
schools in their respective towns, which report was 
either to be read in open town-meeting or printed for 
circulation among the inhabitants. The effect of 
these reports has been of universal advantage to the 
commonwealth, as by this system the experience of 



eadi town is laid open to the otherSy so that they may 
be benefited by another's ezpericmoe. By it the sev- 
eral portions of the State are brun^ht niwror each 
other, causing a aplrit of emulation to fiorvado tho 
community. It ia tliis that has given thc-Old Bay 
State a name worthy of being handed down to fbtnre 
generations, and has made her so celebrated for her 
educational advantages. 

The returns above named were usually made in 
March or April, and presented to the town for their 
approval. Below we present the reader witli a copy 
of the returns from 1838, the year following the or- 
ganisation of the board, to the year 1882, inclusive : 

AflKNint appio- H ambwr of 
Taar. Ho. SdMoU. prfotod by SoboUun bo- 

Tiucation. twoeu 4 and 16w 

1838 11 $1000.00 704 

1830 13 U88.8S 717 

1840 11 1200.00 701 

1841 11 1500.00 678 

1842 11 1500.00 713 

1843 11 1500.00 789 

1844 11 1761.56 799 

1845 13 1926.20 800 

1846 13 1926.20 800 

1847 18 1630.00 790 

1848 13 16.H0.O0 817 

1819 16 2000.00 891 

No.Sobolais 
bokwoMi 6 mm! 1ft. 

1860 16 $2000.00 802 

1861 16 2,000.00 867 

1862 16 2,600.00 906 

1863 16 2,600.00 979 

1864 16 3,000.00 1048 

1866 18 8,000.00 1124 

1866 19 8,600.00 1185 

1867 18 8,500.00 1135 

1868 19 8,500.00 1191 

1869 19 8,500.00 1174 

1860 10 3,600.00 1177 

1861 20 8,500.00 1263 

1862 21 3,500.00 1271 

1863 21 3,500.00 1.543 

1864 21 4,500.00 1302 

1866 26 7,000.00 1526 

1866 26 7,900.00 1625 

1867 26 8,000.00 1580 

1868 27 10,000.00 1587 

1869 27 10,000.00 1446 

1870 29 14,250.00 1589 

1871 83 16,250.00 1710 

1872 85 16,500.00 1647 

1873 84 17,500.00 1820 

1874 38 21,500.00 1918 

1875 38 21,599.00 1970 

1876 87 22,976.00 1941 

1877 88 25,821.00 2140 

1878 40 26,025.00 2045 

1879 41 24,740.00 2107 

1880 48 22,700.00 2267 

1881 49 23,760.00 2457 

1882 50 27,023.00 2564 

NoTB. — The reporti in the several towns being made in the 
early part of the year, the flguros opposite the dates aliove are, 
in faot, the reoord of the preceding year, as, in 1888, the return 
being for the year ending in Mareh, it would be the reoord for 
1887, and so ou to the end of the list. 

For eight years previous to 1864 the town of North 
Bridgewator (now Brockton) did not expend as much 
money per scholar as most of the towns in the Stato. 
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In that year tlio people, with a commendable spirit, 
added one thousand dollars to their appropriation, 
making; it four thousand five hundred dollars, which 
sum was divided among the several districts through 
the town ; also another appropriation of twelve hun- 
dred dollars for high-school purposes, making a total 
of five thousand seven hundred dollars for schools. 
To show how the town has been in past times, we will 
present to the reader a few figures for 1863, with an 
appropriation of three thousand five hundred dollars. 
There were in the commonwealth three hundred and 
thirty-three towns. Of this number, three hundred 
and six towns paid more for each scholar between the 
ages of five and fifleen than this town, while there 
are but twenty-six towns that did not pay as much. 
There were 

Fonr that paid one dollar and orer. 

Fifty -ono that paid two dollars and over. 

Ninety-nine that paid three dollars and a fraction. 

Ninety-two that paid fonr dollars and a fraction. 

Thirty-six that paid five dollars and a fraction. 

Nineteen that paid six dollars and a fraction. 

Ten that paid seren dollars and a fraction. 

Eleven that paid eight dollars and a fraction. 

Four that paid nine dollars and a fraction. 

One that paid ten dollars and a fraction. 

One that paid twelve dollars and a fraction. 

Two that paid fourteen dollars and a fraction. 

One that paid nineteen dollars and a fraction, the highest town 

in the State. 
North Bridgowator paid $2.G0ft per scholar. 
Kast Hridgewator paid $3..'tft0 per scholar. 
Wast Bridgowator paid $.1.5 IH per scholar. 
lUidgowator paid $.1,607 per scholar. 

In comparison with the other towns in Plymouth 
County, while this town stood second in point of pop- 
ulation, fifth in valuation, fourth in the number of 
her schools, yet she paid the smallest sum per scholar 
of any t«)wn in the county. At that time the public 
sentiment began to change in regard to the import- 
ance of keeping up the schools, and the additional 
sum appropriated in 1864 gave a new impulse to the 
cause of popular education. Sept. 5, 1864, a new 
high school was opened in the building formerly oc- 
cupied by Mr. S. D. Hunt for school purposes. The 
school at the end of the first year gave promise of 
success. 

During the first settlement of the North Parish 
there was but one school district, and that included 
the entire parish. Only one teacher was required, 
and that was usually the minister of the parish, or 
some person sufficiently " larned** to teach the young 
to '' Read, Wright, and Slfer,** which at that time 
was all that was deemed necessary for common busi- 
ness pursuits, except those intending to enter some 

professional calling. 
42 



As the differont portions of the precinct became 
settled, movable schools were held in private dwellings, 
mechanic shops, and corn^houses, or such places as 
could be best and most easily procured. The minds 
of the people were occupied in agricultural pursuits, 
clearing land, and providing for the support of their 
families, and such other matters as were necessary for 
subsistence. They were like all people in new places : 
they had not an abundance of money or means to do 
with, as at the present day, and he was lucky who 
could be spared from labor long enough to get even 
six weeks' schooling in a year. 

New School Districts. — In 1751 the people saw 
the necessity of a division of the school funds, and, for 
the purpose of dividing the time equally and accommo- 
dating all portions of the precinct, voted to divide the 
parish into three school districts, or '* Ricks." Again, 
in 1784, the parish was divided into four districts, or 
" Ricks,'' and the school was kept in the two westerly 
districts, which were west of the present Main Street, 
the first year, and the two easterly districts to have it 
the next year. Again, in 1795, the two northerly dis- 
tricta were divided into three districts, making five in 
the parish. In 1794 a system of choosing a district 
** committee man" to look after the schools in the 
several districts was adopted, which served to give 
new interest in school matters. In 1797 a committee 
of one from each district were appointed to rearrange 
the " keeping of the School." This committee re- 
ported against keeping schools in private bouses, and 
in favor of having schools kept in order around the 
town, provided each district would furnish a school- 
house and find fuel. Various changes were made in 
the division of the territory till 1865, when there 
were fourteen school districts in the town. 

No. \ , or " CetifreJ'^ — The first house erected in this 
district was near the old church ; the next was situ- 
ated just south of the present hotel and on the spot 
where Kingman's brick block now stands. The 
third was located on School Street, east of the hotel 
and near the present new house. The present build- 
ing was crt'cticd in 1847, and is a neat, roomy build- 
ing, two stories in height, with a cupola and bell, and 
is painted white, with green blinds, and inclosed with 
a substantial fence. Now used for a high school. 

No, 2, or " Howardy — ^This district comprised the 
northerly portion of the town, near Stoughton line. 
The first house erected in this part of the town was 
built previous to 1795, and was removed in 1860 to 
give place for a new and larger edifice. The next 
building was erected during the years 1860 and 
1861, under the direction of Lucion B. Keith, 
Charles S. Johnson, Nahum Battles, VVillard How- 
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ard, and Henry Howard as building oommittee, and 
who were the trastees in behalf of the district. The 
building was fifty by thirty-three feet, with twenty- 
three f'oet poets. The contractor and master-builder 
was John F. Beal, of Stoughton, who performed his 
part in a faithful and workmanlike manner. The 
school-room b thirty-five by forty-two feet, with seats 
for eighty scholars, which are of the modem style, 
furnished by Mr. W. 0. Shattuok, of Boston. 
Around the outside of the room wore seats for sixty 
scholars more. The rooms were well furnished with 
blackboards. There was a largo room in tho second 
story, well adapted for public gatherings of any kind, 
furnished with settees. There was also a retiring- 
room in the house, fifteen feet square, with scats for 
those wishing to remain during intermission. In the 
entry was a large amount of wardrobe hooks and iron 
sinks for the use of the pupils. The arrangement of 
the house was excellent, and the interior, as well as 
exterior, appearance reflects great credit upon the 
building committee. The house was dedicated March 
20, 1861, with the following exercises: Voluntary; 
invocation, by Rev. N. B. Blanoliard ; singing, by tho 
children ; remarks, by Galen K Pratt, of the school 
committee ; address, by Mr. Farwell, the teacher at 
at that time ; finale, singing, under the direction of 
Robert Sumner, of Stoughton. 

No. 3, " We9t Shares or Narthtoest BridgewcUer'' 
(now ** Brockton Heights"). — This district was pro- 
vided with a small, neat school- house, situated upon 
the road leading from the Centre Village to Stoughton. 
It consisted of a one-story building, painted white, 
with green blinds. 

No. 4, " TUdenV — This building was situated on 
the Boston and Taunton Turnpike, and near the road 
leading from Easton to North Bridgewater Village, 
and near to the shoe manufactory of H. T. Marshall ; 
it was a small building, similar to that at the West 
Shares. 

No. 6, the " Amet'^ District. — Situated on the road 
leading to Easton from the Centre Village, and near 
the residence of the late Dr. Fiske Ames. 

No. 6, or " CampeUo'' District.— The first school- 
house in this village was one of the first in the town \ 
was erected previous to 1784. This was sold at 
auction, and removed by Maj. Nathan Hay ward to 
the north part of the town in 1842, and a new one 
erected by Beia Keith, twenty-eight by eighteen feet, 
at an expense of about five hundred dollars, one story 
in height, painted white. In 1854 this house was 
rabed, and one story added, and in 1862 a new house 
was built by Otis Cobb, costing four hundred and fifty 
dollars, situated south of the old building. These 



two buildings have long sinoe given plaoe to one large 
and more commodious building. 

No. 7, or **Chpeland." — ^There have been three 
houses in this district. The first was built about 
1800. A neat and tidy house was ereoted in 1852: 
one-story building, painted and blinded, and was an 
ornament to that portion of the town, when compared 
to the old red sohool-house of ancient days. This 
district is situated about one mile east from the village 
of Oampello, on the east side of Salisbury River, and 
the bounds of which extend to the West Bridgewater 
line. 

No. 8, or " iS^aio's."— This district was one of the 
early formed, the old house being built previous to 
1794. The next house was ereoted in 1843, costing 
about five hundred dollars, one story high and painted ; 
located on or near the same spot that the old house 
stood, which is near to what is called "Shaw's Cor- 



ner. 

No. 9, or " Gary BUI."— This is one of the oldest 
districts in town, a house having been built previous 
to 1794. It was situated in the northeast part of 
tho town, upon a high spot of land calkxl " Cary TTill.'* 
First house burned in March, 1840 ; rebuilt by Mar- 
cus Packard, in July, same year, costing four hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars. 

No. 10, the " Field District."—The school in this 
was situated on a prominent height of land, on the 
south side of Prospect Street, between the houses of 
John Field and the late Joseph Brett. They have a 
new house erected within a short time. 

No. 11, or " Sprcigues.^* — This portion of the town 
has had two school-houses. The first was built about 
1800 ; the second was built in 1852, under the care 
of Chandler Sprague, Esq., and was a neat, two-story 
building, with a cupola containing a bell, the whole 
painted white, with green blinds, and was located in 
a very sightly position on a prominent street. 

No. 12, or ^^ North Winff." — This is a compara- 
tively new district. It was formed of a portion of the 
Centre District, being set apart from them in 1846. 
At first a large, two-story house was erected, but of 
late it has increased in numbers to such an extent 
that in a few years a second house was erected for 
the primary department, and both became well filled 
with pupils. 

No. la, in- " SmUh 1P«*^."— This, like the Niirih 
Wing District, is also a new district, they having been 
set off by themselves at the same time the Centre was 
divided, and the North Wing taken from them in 
1846. A new school-house was erected near the 
residence of Mr. Sumner A. Ilayward, (m tho east 
side of Main Street, and has quite a large school. 
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No. 14, or " Sttou'i." — This diiitrict comprisM the 
territory between West SbRrei and Tilden Distrioto. 
The honse wu aituated near the First Methodist 
Cborch, nn tlie turupike, and has beeo erected but a 
few yean. 

ThU brings the subject of Bohoola down to the year 
1866, when, by vote of the tovrn, held May 6, 1866, 



they " voted to abolish the District Syetem." Sinoe 
that time the schools have been under the immediata 
ooDtrol and direction of (he school committee chosen 
by the town and city. The several ooDnnitWe-mcD are 
Boleoted as apeciat for particular sohools. 

The following is a table of attendance on the dif- 
ferent schools for tlie year 1883: 



TARI.B OF ATTBNDANCB. 



B.Parksr.Jr.,vrin<tii»I 
W. B. Parr;, >ab-aiMtsr 
B. J. PstWn, lat u(t. 
H. B. 1'nare, Sd utL 

T. CniiDlnnd '. 

J.y. Uirll 

1.. F. RlllnU 

M. ». IMmLlMn 

U. C lloirard 

U. A. OoDdHsh- 

B. F. Oote- _ 

G. A. Pivker _.,. 

U. F. OrMnl*^.. 

Q. CWof. 

L. A. Klnaawi- 

A. L. BurC*. 

II. H.rMli<ir.l 

It. A. Ilrall. 

A. N. TliuiniiKm 

A. A, Aiforlll „,., 

L. A. |[|ilii»n „..., 

B. F. Wllkn 

I.H. Bossr* 

a. A. Rogvn 

3L Wood _. 

a. P. Wlldw 

J. A.B»T7, „., 

P. A. Brown 

J. F. OUi. -« „ 

B. A. Portar „ 

I.. K. rrrMotL „.„ 

M. U. I'niU 

I.. H. Fiillor 

B, C. I!Un.>1i»rd 

B. Bmiiuu , 

A. I^ Kindall 

L. W. KlngBUi 

M.K. Allan 

A.F. I««H<n. 

J. A. WliwalL 

J. A. Muin 

H. A. UrljthHB 

B.M. Kendall 

A.M. PatDti 

B.M«nla, ,.. 

H. B. Haonlnn...^ 

B. O. Tlinm.._ 

A. F. rimhitnL 

R. R. PiakuL 

M. Pralt, 

W. II. (ViNhar ) 

B. Kankin [ 

ILH. BlllDtt 

H. I. Btla 
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BSTIMATBD VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPBRTT, JANU- 

ART 1, 1883. 

80V0OU. School Lot. BaHdlncm Farnitnro. AppMrntna. 

Oftry $100 $600 $100 $10 

Shaw 100 1,600 lOU 10 

Howard 600 2,000 800 10 

Proipeot... 600 2,000 400 10 

Hanoock 160 1,200 226 10 

Maraboll 100 600 76 10 

Amos 60 300 60 IS 

Belmont 600 1,800 360 80 

ParkStroeU 1,000 1,800 376 20 

Oopeland 200 800 200 13 

Sylvoater 200 600 60 10 

Aihland 260 600 60 10 

Spring Stroot 1,000 1,800 376 20 

Centre Primarj 1,000 1,000 3?6 20 

Snrague 1,000 7,600 800 30 

Whitman 4,000 14,000 1,300 30 

Hnntington 1,600 14,000 1,300 30 

Perkins 1,600 12,000 1,300 30 

High School 6,000 8,000 600 200 

Union 600 0,600 800 

Packard 600 2,300 476 

$10,060 $8-l,'i00 $0,500 $642 

Adelphian Academy. — About the middle of Au- 
gust, 1844, two young men, brothers, who had just 
finished their collegiate studies, came into town, entire 
strangers, without letters of introduction or money, 
and opened a school in a building owned by Mnj. Na- 
than Hayward, south of the hotel and quite near the 
"Old Unitarian Church." They commenced with 
thirty students, Sept. 4, 1844, and steadily increased 
in nunibers as follows : the first term they had forty- 
six students ; second term, fifty ; third term, ninety- 
six, fourth term, sixty-nine ; fiflh term, one hundred 
and twenty-one. The second year the building proved 
inadequate to their wants, and the church above named 
was procured for the same purpose. The school con- 
tinued in favor and was doing well, when a meeting 
was held to consider the propriety of erecting a suit- 
able building for the permanent establishing of the 
academy. Three thousand dollars was agreed upon 
as the amount needed to accomplish the object Fail- 
ing to get enough subscribed, the project was aban- 
doned for a time. Struggling against adverse circum- 
stances, and after much thought and many solicitations 
to go elsewhere, they concluded to remain at North 
Bridgewater, and to make that town a permanent 
home. A small hillock of about four acres, a short 
distance north of the railroad depot, was purchased, 
which tlioy called Montello, upon which they erected 
buildings suitable for their purpose, involving an ex- 
penditure of nearly ten thousand dollars. The friends 
of the enterprise made them a dedicatory visit soon 
after the completion of the buildings, and presented 
them with a valuable bell for the academy building. 
In the spring of 1847, an act of incorporation was 
granted to the proprietors with corporate powers. 
Tlie following is a copy of the act : 



"Ba it enaotcd by the Senate and Hoase of Repre«enkativet 
in General Oonrt iieennbled, and by Anthority of the Same aa 
followi : 

"Silaa L. lioomii, Tj. F. 0. Jjoomia, Nathan Joum, antl their 
aiM>oiat«M and siieooeiore, are hereby made a oor|»orali«»ii by llio 
name of the Adelphian Aoademy, to l>e eetabliahed in the town 
of North Bridgewater, in the eonnty of Plymouth, with aU the 
powen and privilegei^ and mbjeot to all the dutiet, restrietione, 
and Habilitiee set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutet." 

This corporation had permission to hold real estate 
to the amount of fifteen tliousand dollars, and per- 
sonal estate to the amount of ten thousand dollars, to 
be exclusively devoted to the purposes of education. 

Approved March 11, 1847. 

The following were elected officers of the institu- 
tion : Joseph Sylvester, president ; L. C. Loomis, sec- 
retary ; S. L. lioomis, treasurer ; Hon. Jesse Perkins, 
L. G. Loomis, Josiali W. Kingman, Edwin li. King- 
man, David Cobb, Newton Shaw, Silas L. Loomis, 
Qeorge Clark, Caleb Copeland, Franklin Ames, Isaao 
Eames, trustees. 

This institution continued to increase in numbers 
until a high scIum)! was thought of lieing CHt4ibliHhiMl 
in the town, which the Messrs. Loomis supposed might 
injure their school, when they concluded to close it as 
soon as it might bo done without too great a sacrifice. 
Thus the aoademy was brought to a close in 1854, 
after a term of ten years from its commencement. 
During this time they had gathered a library of over 
one thousand volumes and a cabinet of over ten thou- 
sand specimens. The following are among those that 
had taught in that institution : 

Professor Silas L. Loomis, A.M., M.D., now surgeon 
in the United States army ; Professor L. G. Loomis, 
A.M., M.D., now president of the Weslejran Female 
College, Wilmington, Del.; J. E. Marsh, A.M., M.D., 
now surgeon in the United States Army ; Rev. Horace 
C. Atwater, A.M., Hon. Isaao Atwater, A.M., chief 
justice of Iowa; llev. J. H. Burr, A.M., llev. Daniel 
Steele, A.M., J. Mason Everett, E. A. Kingsbury, 
Maximilian Hall, B. A. Tidd, Miss Emma L. Loomis, 
Miss Susan T. Howard, Otis S. Moulton, Annie E. 
Belcher, S. M. Saunders, Emery Seaman, 0. W. Win- 
chester, A.B. ; Mrs. Mary A. Winchester. 

The building formerly UMod as an academy has since 
been removed to the corner of Centre and Montello 
Streets, near the railroad defiot, and is used as a manu- 
factory. It was a three-story building, painted white, 
with green blinds, and crowned with a cupola for a 
bell. 

North Bridgewater Academy. — This institution 
was founded by Mr. Sereno D. Hunt, who was assisted 
at different times by the following teachers: Mrs. 
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Hunt, wife of the principal; Miss Mary H. Clough, 
Miw n.'ini Kiiii^nmn, Miss Sanih R. Finko, Mim 
E. Marion Hurlbut, Miss Helen Eveleth, Edwin 
Hunt, A.B., Miss Hat tic F. Stacy, and Miss Julia M. 
Howard. 

Private Schools. — Among the most prominent of 
these institutions in the town is Mrs. Nathan Jones' 
school. We take pleasure in recording the fact that 
for more than thirty years Mrs. Jones has kept a 
private boarding-school for children of both sexes at 
her residence ; and few there are to be found of the 
young persons, natives of the town, who have not 
attended *' Mrs. Jones* School*' at least for one term. 

Deacon Heman Packard kept a select school at the 
north end (»f the town, on JVoH|)oct Hill, for Rcvoral 
years previous to his leaving town for New Orleans, 
which had a good reputation. 

Rev. E. Porter Dyer kept a select school in the 
town in 1835 and 1836. 

Normal School. — List of persons having attended 
the State Normal School at Bridgcwatcr, with the years 
of their attendance, most of whom arc graduates : 



Mr. LuoittR (luriioy 1811 

Mt«8 Meltnflii A. Carcj,.. 1841 

MissVoeia Uolbrook 1841 

Mr. Chaimoy Conant. 1842 

Mr. Nathaniel Walee 1842 

Mr. Elbridge 0. Ames... 1843 

Mr. Lysander Diokerman 1843 

Mr. Frederick Perkins... 1843 

Mr. Jmiiah V. Binbco 1853 

Mr. Augustus Rom i ok.... 1857 

Miss Harriot N. Kingman 1857 

Mr. Ellis V. Ljon 1858 

Mr. Jonas Reynolds 1858 



MiBS Ahnira Kingnuiu... 1858 

Miss Arabella Ames 1850 

Mr. Henry Manloy 1850 

Miss Lisxio A. Kingman 1860 
Mr. Isnao K. Harris...... 1860 

Mr. Thomas S. Kingman 1861 
Miss Mary E. Hughes... 1863 
Miss Julia A. Packard... 1863 

Miss Mary A. Hollis 1863 

Miss Martha J. Packard 1863 
Miss Esther M. Simmons 1863 
Mr. Charles H. W. Wood 1863 
Miss Lucia A. Kingman 1864 



College Oradnates. — List of graduates from dif- 
ferent collies of persons from North Bridgewater, so 
far as can be ascertained, to 1865 : 

James Thompson, 1761, Princeton, N. J., clergyman and prc« 

ceptor. 
John Porter, Jr., 1770, Harvard, clergyman. 
Huntington Portor, 1777, Harvard, clergyman. 
Jonathan (^orter, 1777, Harvard, physician. 
Kliphnlot Porter, 1777, Harvard, clergyman. 
Thomas Crafts, 1783, Harvard, clergyman. 
Asa Packard, 1783, Harvard, clergyman. 
SEechariah Howard, 1784, Harvard, clergyman. 
Hcxekiah Packard, 1787, Harvard, clergyman. 
Joehua Cushman, 1787, Harvard, clergyman and itatetman, 
Naphtali Shaw, 1700, Dartmouth, clergyman. 
Tbeopbilus Packard, 1706, Dartmouth, clergyman. 
Daniel Howard, 1 707, Harvard, attorney-at-law. 
lesachar Snoll, 1707, Harvard, physician. 
Lucius Cary, 1708, Brown University, attorney -at-Iaw. 
Daniel Noyos, 1813, Tale, merchant. 
Jonas Perkins, 1813, Brown University, clergyman. 
Frederick Crafts, 1816, Brown University, preceptor. 
Jonathan P. Crafts, 1817, Brown University. 
Austin Packard, 1821, Brown University, attorney-at-law. 
Iiovi Pnckard, 1824^ Brown Univorsity, clorgymnn. 
Kliphalot P. Crafts, 1821, Brown Univorsity, clergyman. 
Thomas Jefferson Snow, 1823, Brown University, preceptor. 



Lucius Kingman, 1830, Brown University, attorney-at-law. 

A\h>\ W. Kinj^man, 1830, Amherst, physician. 

Austin Cary, 1837, Amherst, clergyman. 

Samuel Dike, 1838, Brown University, clergyman. 

Abel Kingman Packard, 1845, Amherst, clergyman. 

David Temple Packard, 1850, Amherst, clergyman. 

Lysander Dickorman, 1851, Brown Univorsity, clergyman. 

Augustus T. Jones, 1856, Tale, editor and publisher. 

John P. Apthrop, 1861, Amherst. 

Heman Packard DoForost, 1862, Tale. 

EbenoKor Couch, 1864, Harvard. 

Miss Elisabeth A. Packard, M.D., graduated at New England 

Female Medical College. 
John Goddard entered at Amherst, 1858, but owing to ill health 

did not graduate. 
Henry T. Eddy is now in Tale College. 

LIST OF GRADUATES OF THE BROCKTON HIGH 

SCHOOL. 

1867. 

N. Waldo Bradford. Edward 0. Wood. 

Eldridge L. Brown. R. Augusta Brett. 

William P. Burden. Alice M. Keith. 

Warren Goddard. Mary W. Lyon. 

Edward D. Hall. Alice M. Packard. 

EzraT. Kimball. Sarah F. Packard. 

Charles G. Manloy. - Alice A. White. 

Charles F. Reynolds. Emma White. 
Granville W. Tinkham. 

1868. 

David W. Battles. M. Addie HaB. 

Ellis F. Copeland, Florilla M. Hall. 

Henry L. French . Cynthia Hamilton. 

Charles A. Leach. Julia B. Hayward. 

John F. Muir. Isabella A. Howard. 

Hcrnmn W. Perkins. Rosa E. Kingman. 
Waller L. Sawyer. 

1860. 

Charles H. Bates. Addie F. Field. 

Charles E. Field. 8. Nellie Fobs. 

George Clarence Holmes. Mary E. Kingman. 

Chester V. Keith. Abbie Leach. 

Joseph C. Snow. Annie Leach. 

Hugh H. Smith. Ella D. Packard. 

Fannie B. Bradford. Florence L. B. Petenon. 

Lissio M. Clapp. Emily 0. Wood. 
Mattie A. Copeland. 

1870. 

Henry M. Dunham. Alice Cary. 

Hervey Dunham. Elisa S. Eaton. 

Frank. A. Dunham. Jennie Hollywood. 

Henry E. Goddard. Ella Holmes. 

Edwin D. Hathaway. Fannie S. Kimball. 

Elmer C. Packard. Ida F. Kingman. 

Lyman Shaw. Hattie Sawyer. 
Marcia L. Alden. 

1871. 

William F. Field. Hattie P. Beal. 

Forrest F. French. Helen A. Cary. 

Emery Gill. Clara B. Cobb. 

Rufas Henry Kimball. Louise J. Crocker. 

Patrick Gilmore. E. Jennie OoldthwaiL 

Florus C. Reynolds. Addie B. Leavitt. 

E. Bradford Southworth. Grace A. Murray. 

Lyman C. Tilden. Franklin S. Reynolds. 
Louisa R. Bailey. 
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Ida B. Andrews. 
Anna L. Barry. 
Addie L. Orooker. 
IfOuiaa F. Howard. 
iMbel Keith. 
Oeorgianna F. Petenon. 
Laura D. Pieroe. 
An B. Qoddard. 
Helen Oashman. 
Josephine M. Hall. 

Mary 0. Copeland. 
Abbio M. Holmes. 
Minnie 0. Johnson. 
Blla M. Kimball. 
Lillian F. Packard. 
Idella M. Stevens. 
Liisie F. Trow. 
Walter 8. Hay ward. 
Bdwin W. Reynolds. 
Fred. P. RIohmond. 
Alice M. Field. 



1878. 



1874. 



Louise Q. Allen. 
Annie M. Howard* 
Bdith M. Howard. 
Fred. R. French. 
Frank B. Packard. 
Annio L. Kendall. 
Fannie B. Howard. 
Jessie B. F. Little. 
Hattie B. McLauthlin. 
Blisa T. Wilder. 



B. Mabel Morey. 
Anna M. Trow. 
Bei^amin W. Oobb. 
Waliaoe 0. Kolth. 
Arthur B. Kendrick. 
Mary B. Plnkham. 



Little F. Bstes. 
Minnie Ida Bstes. 
Mary A. Hall. 
Nellie Packard. 
Henry C. Oumey. 
J. Bmil 0. Lagergreen. 
Frank. A. McLauthlin. 
Little F. Oushman. 



Annie I. Churchill. 
H. Maria Ilolmberg. 
Bdith Leach. 
Anna M. Ponitt. 
Nellie D. Bewail. 
Louise Oarr. 
Lillie B. Blanohord. 
Laura D. Gill. 
L. BtU Prescott. 
£lber 0. Bryant. 
. Oliver L. Congdon. 



1875. 



1878. 



1877. 



RosalotU M. Hall. 
Little J. Jones. 
Marian H. Packard. 
Mary A. Sawyer. 
Henry F. BurriU. 
Charles Baton. 
Lucius M. Leach. 
L. Bliot Packard. 
Mary B. Hayward. 



Louisa Oary. 
Mary A. Cole. 
Abbie A. Dunham. 
Inet M. Rogers. 
Annie P. White. 
J. William Baxondale. 
William H. Bryant. 
D. Frank Cooley. 
Austin M. White. 
Gardner F. Packard. 



CUra B. Gill. 
Charles 0. Bmerson. 
Blmer R..Gorham. 
Joseph M. Hollywood. 
C. Wesley MoGoy. 
William B. Pookard. 
John G. Parrott. 
Joseph H. Perkins. 
Loyed B. Chamberlain. 



Bdgar B. Stevens. 
Anna W. Howard. 
Holon M. Packard. 
Both B. Foss. 
William H. Porter. 
James B. Points. 



Bllen Manloy. 
Mary C. Puffbr. 
Henry L. Bmorson. 
John Gilmore. 
Austin Keith. 
Albert Manley. 
Harry C. Severance. 



James Dorgan. 
Bdwin L. Bmerson. 
D. Bvcrett Hall. 
Nathan Hayward. 
C. Ilorbort Kingman. 
J. Robert MoCarty. 
Harry L. Marston. 
Dennis Murphy. 
John Kent. 
John J. Saxton. 



1878. 



MatUe M. Allen. 
L. Blla Holmes. 
Jennie H. Packard. 
MatUe H. Studley. 
Wlnlftwd 8. Bennett 
Bdward T. Ford. 
Charles F. Jenny. 
Charles W. Packard. 

Mary L. Ballard. 
Susan B. Manley. 
Lucy H. Fuller. 
Bllon M. Kingman. 
Nellie W. Packard. 
Belle Rankin. 
Horace Richmond. 
Minetta B. Snow. 
Annie N. Thompson. 
Sophia G. Thomas. 
George II. Bryant. 
L. Jennie Clark. 
M. BtU Bliot. 
Herbert L. Haydon. 

Buniee C. Blanehard. 
M. Agnes Brigham. 
Adam Capen Gill. 
Lillian M. Gumey. 
Mai'iou II. Harris. 
Kitty P. J onus. 
Julia A. Mann. 

Cora F. Battles. 
Robert B. Brayton. 
Charles A. Briggs. 
Annio L. Burke. 
Faniiio It. Clark. 
Nellie I). Hayward. 
Mary 8. Howard. 
Bllen M. Kendall. 
Louie H. Ridgway. 
Marian F. Smith. 
Annie B. Clark. 
Bmily B. Crowell. 

Susie L. Bowon. 
Bmma W. Hall. 
Carrie L. Hawkins. 
Lucy C. Hulbrook. 
Jennie H. Richmond. 
8. Bmma Thompson. 
FloroDce R. Jones. 
Bdward F. Barry. 
Lucy B. Benson. 
Maria C. Coots. 
George W. Bmerson. 
Charles C. Fitzgerald. 
Patrick H. Qegan. 

Allen F. Brett. 
Arthur L. Copeland. 
Hattie M. Dunbar. 
Lottio R. Keith. 
Francis C. Kingman. 



1870. 



1880. 



1881. 



1882. 



1888. 



Fannie M. Abbtitt. 
Terrie L. Brownell. 
Carrie B. Perkins. 
Bmma F. Straffin. 
Mary A. Tighe. 
Walter J. Keith. 
Bernard Saxton. 
Walter H. Cleveh^nd. 

John Kelliher. 
Ada F. Ijawson. 
Herbert I. Mitchell. 
Jonnio A. Paokanl. 
Little J. Packard. 
Julia W. Peckham. 
Nellie M. Poole. 
Hattie B. Portor. 
William H. Sanford. 
Annio K. Severance. 
John B. Tighe. 
Arthur B. Southworth. 
Sarah R. Thompson. 
Ida B. Wheeler. 

Berthia Manley. 
Kattie F. Parker. 
Jennie M. Sewall. 
William F. Brooks. 
M. FranciM Buckloy. 
Maggio K. Ilaunigau. 
Norman B. Shaw. 

Fred. M. Bixby. 
Merton F. Copeland. 
Helen M. Deane. 
Ida B. Fratcr. 
Williaui Gilmoru. 
Arthur K. Koith. 
Mary A. Kont. 
Florence W. Lamltert. 
Frances B. Sproul. 
L. Maude Studley. 
Bffie A. Tinkham. 



Bmuia B. Hall. 
Laura P. Hall. 
Mary F. Hayward. 
George B. Horton. 
Harry B. Howland. 
Blisha W. Morse. 
Bda R. Packard. 
Nora F. Russell. 
R. Minnebel Southworth. 
Mary B. Sullivan. 
Bvan W. Thomas. 
Bernard B. Winslow. 
J. Alioo WiBwoll. 

Blla F. Osborne. 
Alioo M. Packard. 
Alice (^ Pottoe. 
Blla D. Youngquist. 
Mary B. Brooks. 
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8. Franklin Deals. 
Fmnk B. Buck, 
llattie B. llolmM. 
Lena 8. Howes. 
Albert K. Josljn. 
Lillie M. Keith. 
Minnie R. Lewis. 



David Bray ton, Jr. 
Lillian M. Bstes. 
Chester G. Hill. 
Ella L. Johnson. 
Hannah J. Leonard. 
Wilfred B. LlUlefield. 
Minnie B. Moors. 
Eve B. Presoott. 
Minnie B. Wontworth. 
Ii4iiia M. linker. 
Lucia B. Colo. 



Nellie M. Jjewis. 
Thomas B. Riley. 
Alice M. Snow. 
Wesley 8. Snow. 
Lottie F. Swain. 
Hattie White. 



1884. 



Ada Baxter. 
Litxie C. Brett. 
Arthur B. Clark. 
Adelbert M. Fullerton. 
Bdward Gilmore. 
Hattie A. Hayward. 
George A. Holmes. 
Nellie M. Howes. 
J. Arthur .fnnkins. 
Clnrrnoo U. l*n<^kard. 
Lewis B. Uieli. 



The Press of Brockton. — The first newspaper 
published in Brockton was commenced by Qoorge U. 
Brown, Esq., of East Bridgewater, Aug. 22, 1835, 
under the name of Bridgcwatcr Patriot and Old 
Colony GazettCy in the hall over Naj. Nathan II ay- 
ward's store, in what is now the south corner of East 
Elm and Main Streets. 

Mr. William H. Burleigh and Rev. E. Porter 
Dyer assisted Mr. Brown in the publication of the 
paper till its removal to East Bridgewater. 

The next paper in the town was entitled the Old 
(hhtuy Rejun'ter and I^orth Jiridgcwater Union ^ 
and was published by Messrs. F. W. Bartlett and 
Thomas 1). Stcteon, of Kingston, Mass., under the 
firm of Bartlett & Stetson, commenced Oct. 27, 1848. 
Mr. Bartlett left the firm after a term of one year, 
after which Mr. Stetson and Rev. William AYhiting 
continued the paper in Col. Edward Southworth's 
hall till 1851. 

About the same time there was a small sheet pub- 
lished at the office of the Reporter^ devoted to the 
temperance cause, edited by young persons. 

During the latter part of the winter of 1850 and 
1851 , one Dr. Cawdell commenced the publication of 
a pa]>er called the Bay State Clipper, A few uum- 
bers were printed, and the paper, press, types, and 
one form of the paper were lefl in the hands of Col. 
South worth, the owner of the premises occupied by 
the doctor, for expenses. 

The Adelphian^ a literary paper, was published 
for two years from Oct. 11, 1850, by the Messrs. 
Loomis, late principals of the Adelphian Academy, 
which was (mFiUmI by the young latlies of the academy, 
and wan CHpecially devoted to the intcroHts of the 
young. 

On the IGth day of May, in the year 1851, tho 



North Bridgewater Gazette was commenced in the 
hall over Col. Edward South worth's store, by Gkorge 
Phinney, Esq., now of the WtUlham Free Press^ who 
continued to publish the same till July 25, 1855, 
•when he removed his office to a new building on 
Franklin Street 

Mr. Phinney continued to edit and publish the 
paper till 1863, when he sold his interest in the 
paper and printing-office to Mr. Augustus T. Jones, 
who removed to the old stand in Southworth's 
hall, opposite the First Congregational Church, and 
continued to publish a weekly paper until April 1, 
1884, when the management was for a time under the 
care of F. H. Buffum & Co. On the Ist of Septem- 
l)er Mr. Joiioh sold tho paper to A. M. Bridginan, a 
person well known among the newspaper fraternity 
as connected with the Haverhill GaaeUe and other 
papers. 

The Brockton Evening Gazette (daily) was started 
by Mr. Jones April 13, 1881. 

In 1874, Mr. G. F. Andrews, of Plymouth, Mass., 
started a paper called the Old Colony Presn, which 
had but a short existence. The material was closed 
out by E. Y. Perry, Esq., of Hanover, Mass., who 
held a mortgage on the entire property. 

Mr. Albert H. Fuller, thinking the time had come 
for a second paper in an enterprising town like Brock- 
ton, purchased the material, and published the first 
iiuiiibor of the Brockton Weekly Advance, May 6, 
1876, under the firm of A. H. Fuller & Co., Walter 
L. Hathaway having an interest in the same, and 
W. J. Jenks, editor. Mr. Fuller sold the paper 
to Isaac Folger and S. Heath Rich, of Nantucket, 
who conducted the same from September, 1878, to 
May, 1879, reaching a circulation of about two thou- 
sand two hundred. This enterprise not meeting the 
expectations of its proprietors they surrendered it to 
their creditors, and the material was sold March 15, 
1882, to Arthur E. Fessenden, who published the 
same a few months only. 

Albert H. Fuller, mentioned above, started the 
BrocJcton Wccldy Enterprise, July 5, 1879, and is 
now the publbher of the same, assisted by an able 
corps of journalists. This pa|>er is in a prosperous 
and thrifty condition, S. Heath Rich, editor, having 
a circulation of fifteen hundred copies. Mr. Fuller 
started the first daily newspaper in Plymouth County, 
Jan 26, 1880, and has a circulation of two thousand 
two hundred copies. 

M r. FesHondoii started a poniiy paper some years 
since which hud a short existence. It was called the 
Daily Advance, 

In 1878, the Brockton Trades BuUetin, a paper 
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printed at the Sentinel office, in Stoughton, had a 
short life, and was soon forgotten. 

Several years since G. A. Ooodall published a min- 
iature paper called Gnnpello l\eu^ whioli was sold to 
Augustus T. Jones, of the Ocusette, It was an ad- 
vertising sheet, and given to the public. 

Mr. J. F. Hardy aflerwards purchased the same, and 
with J. C. Russell as partner, under the firm of 
Hardy k Russell, published the same for a short 
time. 

In 1883, Mr. Ooodall published a paper known as 
the Campello JfercUd, also short-lived. 

On the 8th of March the CampeUo Leader was 
first issued, and was published sixteen weeks. This 
was more of a literary paper than a newspaper, and 
was illustrated by the well-known artist of Brockton, 
Mr. A. F. Poole, having cartoons and pictures of local 
scenes, etc. Not being remunerative, this also shared 
the fate of its predecessors, and stopped. 

The Brockton Eagle is the name of an eight-col- 
umn weekly paper published by William L. Puffer, at 
No. 5 Qreen Street. The first number was issued 
Feb. 20, 1884. 

Thus we see there are three weekly and two daily 
papers ill (ho city. 

Town Maps. — March 1, 1830, the Legislature of 
Massachusetts passed a resolve requiring the several 
towns in the commonwealth *' to make a survey of 
their territory, and deposit a copy in the office of the 
Secretary of the Oommonwealth." In conformity to 
this resolve, and by a vote of the town passed May 10, 
1 830, Jesse Perkins, Esq., made a survey of the town, 
and a map was published. Bradford Kingman, Esq., 
Ill' Brookline, has a few copies. 

April 5, 1853, at a legal meeting of the town, 
George W. Bryant, Chandler Sprague, Edward South- 
worth, Jr., Benjamin Kingman, and Frederick How- 
ard were chosen a committee to cause the town 
to be resurveycd and a new map to be publbhed. 
The contract for publishing the same was given to 
Messrs. H. F. Walling and E. Whiting. The map 
contained names of residences, views of churches, 
manufactories, roads, woods, streets, ponds, rivers, and 
divisions of the various school districts. The first 
map was about twenty inches square, of which a few 
copies only are in existence. The last map was thirty 
by thirty-nine inches. The first map of the ancient 
town of Bridgewater, including what is now North 
Bridgewater, was drawn with a pen by Beza Hayward, 
at that time one of the selectmen, June 16, 1795, and 
is a very crude afiair. 

A survey was made by Silas L. lioomis, A.M., in 
1851, which was about twelve inches square. 



In 1873, F. W. Beers k Co., of 30 Vescy Street, 
New York, publislicd a map thirty-eight by sixty. 

In 1880, Elbridge L. Brown, ]i!sq., made a survoy 
of the town, showing the diflenuit wards of the city. 
Nearly the same thing was published in the " Brock- 
ton Directory,'* in 1884. 

An elegant copy-plate map was published by Brad- 
ford Kingman, Esq., in 1866, for his " History of 
North Bridgewater." The surveying and copy from 
which it was made was executed by Otis F. Clapp, 
Esq., a native of Brockton, now in charge of the 
" Providence City Water- Works,** and is a skillful 
specimen of engineering work. 

United States Penflions. — The following is a list 
of persons in Brockton who draw pensions by reason of 
wounds or other causes, as furnished by United States 
Pension Commissioner Dudley: 



Nam«. 



Omim for which PcnsioQad. 



MoQthljr 
lUto. 



PasM, Fraocli Heart ditaaM %AM 

Ripley, Jodah W.^ Wound left ehoaldor 18^ 

Ruth, John ~ Quuabotwoond righteide 4^ 

TlukhAm, George F~ Gunahot woand right arm.. 4.00 

ThooipaoD, Elijahs Malarial poiaoo „... 8.00 

Tinkliaiu, Cphraim ...Woond laftahooldar «.... 18.00 

Tonga, Kb«u «. Wound led tlilgh........ 21)3 

Tli«>cii|Muii, OtiarloM If Wound lefl Ic^ 1K.(I0 

Sullivan, Tliouiiw Wuiind rlKlit lug fl.(N) 

SlioiMinlHtiu, Lullior S OumnIioI wuiind right arm ..„.. 4.UU 

Bnuil, lanncliar K I uJurtHi luft lag and groin 4.liU 

HinUli, J««NiM* W WiHinil rlglil hl|> 4.tMi 

Strangor, llornian t (IuuhIiuI wound right log ASM 

Keitli, Uartln M Gunahot wound right tliigli...... S.UO 

Snail, Bradford Gunahot wound lall arm and braaat.... 4.00 

JackMon, Laliaa Gunahot wound left aide 0.00 

Uatliaway, Joaeph T Malaria polaon (nary) 7.00 

Howard, Wobatar. Tuberculoafai 4X)0 

Mahar, John Wound«*d and ii^urad apina .». 18.0U 

MoGill, Florence Wound left foot....... 4.00 

Valley, Franklin^.. Gunahot wound left hand 12.00 

Southwick, Thomaa A.. ...Gunahot wound left thigh 4.00 

Packard, Stephen S li^urod right hip » 12.00 

Ivnowltun, Kilward L...... Wound thiKh » 2.GG 

Uarrlman, William H^.-Gunahot wound left hip 4.0U 

Hall, Andrew Wound right foot 4.00 

Drohan, Ellen Motliar ~ 8.00 

Orablie, Polly ** 8.00 

Ulanchard, Margaret ** 8.00 

DaTia, Daniel Father 20.00 

Whitmore. Hannah H Widow (navy) 20.00 

Southworth, Rhoda. ..Widow 1812 8.00 

Howard, Kllxa. •• 8.U0 

llowani, Harriet M ** 8.00 

Kingman, Janetto II ** ^ 8.00 

Knapp, Polly «• %M 

Kingman, Kehacca ** 8.U0 

0rcult,8anih W •• 8.00 

Manloy, laa A.... " 8.00 

Tliayer, Mary * 8.00 

Willianw, Suaao M " 8.00 

Warrao, Rhoda. " 8.00 

Raynolda, Nancy...... ** «. 8j00 

Field, Olive - « 8.00 

Wilbur, Almirm. ** 8.00 

Woodward. Flora............ " 8.00 

Oonant, Salina ** 8.00 

(V>|iohind, Martlia.. ** 8.01) 

Ainaa, Sally ** 8i» 

Brett,Nanoy8 •• - 8.00 

Brett, Lucy " „ 8.00 

Brett, Almlra......... ** 8.00 

Noyea, Alva. .Survivor 1812. 8.00 

McKanney, Abigail Mother » 8.00 

Wright, Sarah B... 



Roberta. Maria .Widow 



. 8.00 
8.00 



a.1 

Ohilda, Wealthy " 8.00 

Howe, Mary A •• 8.00 

Miller, Louiaa 8 •« 8.00 

Fniat, John .Father 8.00 

Yincant, Jainaa Gumihot wound lower Jaw 6.00 

Thompaun, Zanaa M ..Yaricuan vein right log and thigh 8j00 

Moraii, Ihtvid ^OuiMliot wound left auklo G.OO 

Mclutae, Arthur Gunahot wound right hand 8.00 

Willla, Henry A Diaaaaad lunga. 8X» 
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n-on 



GhmnlH'rlilR, Urn 
WIIII».l4ili>U-- 
Willi, Kinl» A... 
Wlllli,Oi 



Taamtt. IMnn H.... 



HcShfrn, <Mhartiia Molhrr. 

Il.«lui4, }Mtja „.„Whlew. 

>l>K>tn>, Marr .- _.. ■* . 

Klllii.llir " 



■fini:. ftaruli H 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Cnaunltiu nod UliMllMieoa* Bfento— Llat o[ Fin* fnim 1800- 
18S6. 

Casnaltiea and' HiuMllaEeoni Erenta. — In or 
nitout the year 1725, Henry Kiugmnn came from the 
We§t Paneh (now WesI Bridgewater), and settled on 
tlie Rpot where the late Selh KingioBn lived and died. 
He was nbout twenty-one years of Age, and uamar- 
ricd. Soon arier his Arrival at his new home, he pro- 
uecdt^il to the wiindii for the purpose of ontUng fone- 
iii);, jiboiil tun ur eleven o'clock A.H. While in Uie 
act of Bplitting a large oak l(%, it split prematurely, 
nnd tliu nxo entered tlio culf of his leg, nearly sever- 
ing it, only a amall portion of flesh remaining on each 
side to connect the parts ; the bone was out off eo- 
lireiy. It was a bitter cold day, and all he had to 
baiidngc with wts his small handkerchief, in which 
wns his luncheon. This ho used ns best lio could, 
tied up tho wound, and dragged himself to a small 
bridge, where he remoined till evening, when, by the 
merest aeoideol, some one heard him cry oot for help, 
and even then passers-by supposed it was only the 
wild animals in the woods, which in that dsy were 
i|uilii eiimniuii, At Inst soino [ustvuH found Uiin; n 
litter was inndo, on which U> carry liim home, and 
when he ronchcd his board! ng-plaoe, a messenger was 
dispatched four miles or more to West Bridgewater, 
for a physician. A long time must have elapsed be- 
fore one could reaoli him, as the snow was deep and 
very bad traveling. But, strange as it may appear to 
the reader, tlie parts grew together, and be afterwards 
became nii oflicioMt officer in the army. 

1727, October 29. Tiie shock of a violent earth- 
(giiaku was sovirroly fiilt tliroughout Now Knglnnd, 
which lasted for several days. 
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1739, February 5. The first meeting of the North 
Parish was held to-day. Timothy Keith, moderator ; 
Robert Howard, olerk, who continued to hold that 
office thirty*two years in succession. 

1748. Indian com sold for thirty-two shillings per 
bushel ; rye, forty-six shillings per bushel ; wheat, 
three pounds per bushel; flour, ten pounds per 
hundred. 

1749. This summer the most severe drought ever 
experiencied by the oldest person then living. In the 
last of May the grass wtis all burnt by the sun, the 
ground looked white, the earth was dried to a powder 
at a great depth, and many wells, springs, brooks, and 
rivers were dried, so that fish lay dead on the bottom. 
The pastures were so scorched that cattle grow poor. 
Hay had to be brought from England to supply their 
wants, which sold for three pounds ten shillings per 
hundredweight. Barley and out« wore so much in- 
jured they scarcely saved enough for seed. Flax was 
a total failure. Corn rolled and wilted. Herbs of all 
sorts were destroyed. During all these troubles gov- 
ernment ordered a day of fasting* and prayer, and on 
the 6th of July copious showers of rain fell to refresh 
them, and things looked brighter, and what was for- 
tunate for the people, the next winter was very mild. 
Afler the plentiful rains, a day of public thanks- 
giving was ordered. 

1751, June 17. Severe hail-storm. Hailstones 
large as English walnuts were in abundance, breaking 
glass and doing other damage to a large amount. 

1755. Summer very hot and dry. Hay scarce and 
high. 

1755, November 18. Shock of an earthquake, 
shaking down chimneys. In Boston and vicinity 
buildings were prostrated by the shock. 

1762-63. Very cold winter. Snow of great depth. 

1762, September 10. Wild pigeons flew in abun- 
dance. 

1763, June 8. Wild pigeons flew in abundance. 

. " In the year 1769, when the disputes between 
England and America had begun, and the importa- 
tion of foreign goods was stopped, it became custom- 
ary for people to manufacture their own clothing ; 
and in many places the young ladies had spinning- 
matches at their minister's, for the benefit of their 
families. On the 15th of August, 1769, at two 
o'clock P.M., ninety-seven young ladies met at the 
house of their postor, the Rev. John Porter, and gen- 
erously gave his lady, for the use of her family, 3322 
knots of linen, tow, cotton, and woolen yarn, which 
they had spun for that purpose. At three o'clock 
something, of American produce only, was set before 
them for their refreshment, which was more agreeable 



to them than any foreign dainties, considering the 
situation of the country at that time. At four o'clock 
the ladies walked in procession to the meeting-house, 
where a discourse was delivered by their pastor ftom 
Acts ix. 36 : ' This woman was full of good works,' 
in which piety, industry, fhigality, and benevolence 
were recommended and encouraged. The closing 
prayer being made, the following lines, composed by 
their pastor, were sung : 



at 



Te rubies bright, jt Orient pearli, 

How ooTotoil by men I 
And yet the virtuoui woibmi's prioo 

Bzoeli the preoioni gem. 

" * How kind and generooe her heart ! 
How diligent her hand I 
IIow frugal in ooonomy, 
To aaye her sinlcing land 1 

** * Foroigu priNluotioni uliu rojoclji, 
With nobleness of mind, 
For home oommodities ; to whioh 
She's prudently inolined. 

** * She works, she lends, she glres away 
The labors of her hand ; 
The priest, the poor, the peopio all 
Do find in lior Ihcir frioiul. 

** * She olothes herself and family, 
And all the sons of need. 
Were all thus virtuous, soon we'd find 
Our land from slavery freed.' 

Af\er which anthems were sung, and the assembly 
being dismissed, they retired to their respective 
homes." 

David, son of Ilev. John Porter, was riding in a 
chaise when about ten years of age ; the horse took 
fright, ran, and threw him out, breaking one of his 
legs, which was soon after amputated. He survived 
but a short time. Died May, 1767. 

1769, October 20. Violent storm, doing groat 
damage. 

1771. Very mild winter; not over four inches of 
snow fell during the season. 

1772, March 9, 11, 13, and 20. Very severe snow- 
storm. 

1772, April 3. Snow six to ten feet deep. People 
were obliged to dig themselves out of their houses. 
Many sheep and cattle lost. 

1778, November 10. Hay sold for six dollars per 
hundredweight. 

1779, February 16. Hay sold for nine dollars per 
hundredweight. 

1779, November 12. Hay sold for twenty dollars 
per hundredweight 

1780, November 19. Hay sold for thirty- three 
pounds per hundreilwoiglit. 

1780. Winter very severe. Qreat depth of snow. 
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1780, Mny 19. llcmarkably dark day. Between 
twelve aud one o'clock people could not work ; were 
obliged to light candles to see to eat dinner ; looked 
very melancholy indeed ; but little rain. The even- 
ing wtis very dark. 

1781, August 5. Wild pigeons flew very thick. 

1782, Very dry season. 

1785, April 1. Severe snow-storm. Snow three to 
five feet deep. 

1785, April 15. Very cold. Ground froaseu hard. 
Rivers crossed on the ice, with excellent skating on 
ponds. 

1785, May 20. Severe snow-storm. Snow several 
inches deep. 

1785, November 25. Severe snow-storm. Snow 
very deep. 

1786, May 21. Wind east for eight weeks in suc- 
cession. 

1791, July 18. Rev. John Porter's horse killed by 
lightning in a severe thunder-storm. 

1804, October. Severe gale; large trees blown 
down, and torn up by the roots. 

1805, February. Snowed five days in succession. 
The road between North Bridgewater and Randolph 
was even with the top of the walls. 

1806, June. Total eclipse of the sun. 

1806. Winter of 1806-7 very mild ; ground not 
frozen over four inches deep all winter. 

1806. Summer of 1806 very cold. 

1 808. Very heavy frosts in August. 

1811, May 5. Severe snow-storm. 

1811, July. Great freshet, doing great damage. 

1615, September 23. Severe gale, Monday. Some 
verses published soon afler, were as follows : 

" It ohnncod to bo our waahing-ilay ; 
Tlio olotlim tvoro all A-<lrying ; 
The storinj winds o»mo throagh tlio lines 
And set 'em nil a-fljing. 

" I saw tlio shirts and petticoats 
Go riding off like witches, 
That day I lost — ah, how I wept ! — 
I lost tnj Sunday breeches." 

The air became filled with limbs, shrubs, old pieces of 
timber, etc., roofs blown off from buildings, and great 
damage generally. 

1815, September 25. Very powerful wind, un- 
roofing many buildings, and doing considerable 
damage to other property. 

1816. This year was remarkable for its severe 
cold weather. 

181G, February. Arza Keith was severely burned 
while making varnish in his house, from the eflfects 
of which he never recovered. 



1817, February 20. Remarkably severe snow-storm. 

1818. Great freshet, doing great damage. 

1820, December 22. Rev. Daniel Huntington de- 
livered a discourse in the meeting-house of the North 
Parish, it being the Second Centennial Anniversary 
of the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. Text, 
Psalms xliv. 1-3. 

1821, July 4. The first town-meeting was held in 
North Bridgewater this day. The meeting was 
opened by prayer by Rev. Daniel Huntington. 
Over two hundred were present, and the first yearly 
town officers were chosen. Joseph Sylvester was mod- 
erator. Col. Edward Southworth was chosen town 
clerk. 

1821, October 31. Messrs. Daniel Temple, of 
Reading, Mass., and Isaac Bird were ordained as 
missionaries to the heathen, in the old meeting-house. 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., of Brain tree, preached 
the sermon ; Rev. Daniel Thomas, of Abington, gave 
the charge ; and Rev. 8. Green the right hand of fel- 
lowship. Mr. Temple married Miss Rachel B. Diz, 
of Boscowen, N. H., and sailed for Malta Jan. 2, 
1822, on the brig " Cypress," from Boston. In 1823, 
Rev. Isaac Bird sailed for Beyroot as missionary. 
Mr. Temple has since died, Aug. 9, 1850. 

1823, November 13. David Brown, a native of the 
Cherokee tribe of Indians, delivered an address in 
the meeting-house of the First Church, afler which a 
collection was taken for supporting schools in his 
nation. 

1 835, November 6. Miss Susan Hersey, a young 
miss of sixteen, who resided in the family of Deacon 
John Crails, was drowned in Howard's Pond. 

1837, July 15. David Lincoln drowned in Sprague's 
Pond. 

1845, August 23. Daniel Brett's house struck by 
lightning, and Mr. Brett instantly killed. 

1845, November 22. Joseph Brett killed by an ox. 

1844, November 6. Hon. John Quincy Adams de- 
livered a discourse to the citizens of North Bridge- 
water in the meeting-house of the First Congrega- 
tional Church. 

1847, August 14. Lorenzo D. Hervey had his left 
arm fractured by coming in contact with another 
train at South Boston, which was standing on a side 
track, his arm resting at the time on the side win- 
dow. 

1849, May 21. North Bridgewater Union Cemetery 
consecrated. 

1849, May 22. Ethan and Henry Leach (brothers) 
were thrown from a chaise while crossing the railroad 
at the burying-ground crossing, and instantly killed. 

1849, March 22. Howard's mill-dam washed away; 
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also railroad bridge near Jjewb Keith's mill, damaging 
80 much lis to Htop the curs. 

1851, October 30. Timothy Snllivan wtia killed by 
coming in contact with a bridge at the north end of 
the village, known as " Harlow's Bridge.'* 

1852, May 12. David I. Gray had thamb sawed 
off in Howard's mill. 

1852, May 27. Michael O'Leary drowned. 

1852, July 22. Enterprise Engine Company, ao- 
eompanied by the North Bridgewater brass band, 
visited New York. 

1852, July 26. Eugene Marshall was a passenger 
on board the steamer " Atlantic," that sunk on Lake 
Erie. The steamer came in contact with the " Og- 
densburg" near Longport, two o'clock Friday morn- 
ing. Three hundred lives lost. One hundred and 
fifty men and women were drowned in the cabin. 
Mr. Marshall narrowly escaped drowning. 

1852, August 15. Salmon Manly died from in- 
juries to his spinal column to-day. 

. 1852, September 18. Oalen Edson died from 
wounds received by a fall that ftactured his skull. 

1853, November 24. Frederick A. Babcock injured 
on railroad. 

1853, February 5. Qoorgo Washington, son of 
Levi French, was badly scalded, injuring him so 
much that he died the next day (Sunday). Age, two 
years and ten months. 

1853, February 26. Edward Elmer, son of Perez 
Marshall, was drowned while attempting to cross a 
pond near his father's house. Age, six years and 
five months. 

1853, February. Eldridgo G. Cobb, and one hun- 
dred and seven others, sent a petition to the Legisla- 
ture opposing the passage of a law restricting the sale 
of intoxicating liqours. 

1853, November 21. A collision took place be- 
tween two trains of cars on the railroad, one of which 
was tho steamboat train; four purMoim suvoroly in- 
jured. One died soon afler. 

1853, December 29. Severe snow-storm. The cars 
on the railroad were stopped, for the first time since 
the road was opened. 

1853. Alonzo S. Drisko, a workman engaged in 
building the new house of worship for the First Con- 
gregational Church, had an arm broken by a board 
falling from aloft. 

1854, March 18. Severe gale. Railroad-crossing 
sign at Court Street blown down. The steeple of the 
Porter Church was somewhat damaged by the force 
of wind, which was pretty general throughout this 
section of country, 

1854, June 14. Severe hail-storm about noon. 



Thermometer stood at ninety in the shade. Hnil- 
stonoM as largo as ohorrius foil in abuiidanco. Zopliar 
Field's liouso struck. Cow bchiiiging Ut Cliaiidlor 
Sprague, Esq., instantly killed. 

1854, June 19. The house of Weston Simmons, 
known as the " Poor Farm," was struck by lightning, 
instantly killing Jjemuel Reynolds, who had just 
stepped into the house for protection from the storm. 

1854, July 27. The now meeting-house of the 
First Congregational Church was dedicated to-day. 

1854, September 18. Michael Coleman and Mi- 
chael Kcho were run into by a steamboat train that 
came in contact with chaise. 

1855, September 20. To-day was observed as a 
holiday for the purpose of holding a fair to obtain 
means for erecting a fence around the new cemetery. 
A large and brilliant procession, consisting of the 
various fire-engine companies in full uniform, drawing 
their engines, handsomely decorated, preceded by a 
band of music; also the North Bridgewater Light 
Dragoons, under the command of Capt. J. Freeman 
Ellis, together with a representation of the various 
trades in large numbers. The procession was formed 
at ono o'clock, when, after marching about the various 
8trc4!(8, tliny ))n)coiHled to Yale's mammoth tent, which 
had been erected for the purpose of serving the din- 
ner, in a lot owned by Frederick Perkins, and oppo- 
site the residence of Franklin Ames, Esq. The pro- 
cession was under the care of Francis M. French, 
Esq., as chief marshal. 

1856, January 5. Severe snow-storm. No trains 
passed for two days. No meeting on the next day 
(Sabbath). Roads badly blocked. 

By an act of the Legislature passed April 19, 1856, 
a Probate Court was established at North Bridge- 
water, to be held the last Tuesday of July in each 
year. 

1856, June 3. The centennial celebration of the 
four Bridgewaters was hold to-day, and the liolls of 
all the four towns were rung half an hour before sun- 
rise, and cannon fired on Trooper's Hill. 

1856, June 4. A meeting was held to show the 
feeling in regard to the assault on Charles Sumner at 
Washington, at which resolutions were passed con- 
demning the act in the strongest terms. 

1857, January 18. Very severe snow-storm. 
Trains on the railroad were blocked for several days. 
The thermometer during the day was sixteen degrees 
below lero. The sky was obscured by a dense cloud 
of snow, that extended in every direction. At night 
the weather moderated ; but the wind increased to a 
gale, piling the snow in huge drifts. The storm in 
the night was of unexampled severity. The force of 
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the wind caosed the spire of the church at Campello, 
which had been erected but a short time, to break 
just below the clock, and the bell to break through 
the roof and lodge in the vestry below. The damage 
to the house by this fall was about three thousand 
dollars. 

1857) April G. Some fiend placed some iron rails 
upon the railroad track about one mile north of the 
village, causing the locomotive called the " Pilgrim'* 
to run off the track and injure the train, breaking 
Alden Reed*8 jaw-bone, an employ^ of the road in 
charge of the train. 

1857, May 17. Ice formed one-sixteenth of an inch 
thick to-day. 

1857, May lit. Terrible liail-HUirni, doing great 
damage to crops and fruit-trees in the town. Hail- 
stones, as large as robin's eggs, fell to the depth of an 
inch, continuing about one-half hour. 

1858, March 30. Emma Olivia, daughter of F. B. 
Washburn, was so severely burned while at play that 
she died in fiHeen hours after. Age, seven years and 
eight mouths. 

1858, May 14. Bela Keith, Esq., fell and broke 
bis collar-bone while at work repairing a shed belong- 
ing to the Satucket House. 

1858, May 14. Elisha Hall had hb hand badly 
injured at Howard & Clark's steam-mill. 

1858, July 21 . Charles W., a son of Rev. J. Cooper, 
was drowned in Howard's Pond. 

1858, September 21. Frank Richmond, son of Philo 
W. Richmond, broke his leg by falling from a ladder 
while at work painting on the east side of Kingman's 
brick block. 

1859, January 22. John B., son of Charles Went- 
worth, was drowned. Body found Sunday noon fol- 
lowing. 

1859, June 3. Oershom I. Sylvester, son of F. M. 
Sylvester, seven years of age, was run over by cars 
near Keith's mills, and injured so that he died soon 
after. 

1859, July 30. Mrs. Harriet Everson and Thacher 
Evcrson, wife and daughter of Joseph II. Everson, 
of Hanson, were killed by a locomotive near Keith's 
mills. Qeorge W. Monroe and Miss Sarah F. Stetson 
were in the covered wagon at the time and severely 
injured. 

1859, August 25. Herbert, son of Albert Keith, 
choked to death by a piece of apple, which he was 
eating while running. 

1859, September 9. Mr. Henry Volney French, who 
had just arrived at the depot in the Centre Village 
from New York, in the H(4>nnib<mt train, nttempl-od to 
jump from the ears while the train was in motion. 



was thrown upon the track and run over by the train, 
and lived but two hours afler the accident. Mr. 
French was of the firm of French & Howard, shoe 
manufacturers. He was a man of excellent habits, 
smurt, active, and very exemplary in all the walks of 
life. A deep feeling of sadness pervaded the entire 
community upon learning of the sad affair. His wife 
and children were absent from home at the time of 
the accident, in Maine. 

1859, November 26. When the four o'clock train 
was approaching Campello, and near the brick factory, 
from Boston, a woman named Joanna Barrett, in 
attempting to cross the track, was struck by the loco- 
motive and injured so that she died in a few moments. 

1800, Juno 10. Severe hail-storm. Hailstones 
plenty, as large ns bullets, doing much damage to fruit 

1800, July 11. C. Adelbert, son of T. M. Packard, 
came to his death by falling into a tub set in the 
ground to catch water. 

1860, August 2. A young child of Daniel Hay- 
ward, eighteen months old, fell from an attio of a two- 
story house to the ground, a distance of thirty feet, 
through the carelessness of a domestic ; taken up ap- 
parently uninjured. 

1861, February 25. Bridget O'Brien was killed by 
violence. 

1861. Mr. 0. E. Wilbor and Thaddeus Keith made 
a bet on the election of Abraham Lincoln, Wilbor 
betting he would be elected and Keith that he would 
not ; the condition was that the one that lost was to 
walk to Boston. Mr. Keith, having lost the bet, 
started for Boston March 6th, and walked the entire 
distance to the city in five hours. He was accom- 
panied through the village by fife and drum. 

1861, March 24. Severe storm, — snow. Trains 
delayed twenty-four hours. 

1861, April 8. As Mrs. John Ellis and another 
lady were riding from North Bridgewater village to 
Campello, they were robbed of their pocket-books. 
The rogue was caught soon afler, and punished. 

1861, October 3. M. W. Dwight jumped from a 
oar when in motion near Campello Station, and was 
killed. 

1862, May 26. Michael Larry, a lad of eight years, 
was drowned in a saw- mill flume, at Sprague's Fac- 
tory Pond. 

1863, June 5. Malcolm Howard died of injuries 
received by the kick of a horse owned by Dr. Bald- 
win, in the north part of the town. 

1863, September 24. William Tolman, son of Eli- 
jah Tolman, engineer at Ellis Packard & Co.'s steam- 
mill, had an arm broken and otherwise severely 
injured. 
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1863, October 20. Leroy Hamilton, a driver in the 
employ of Hancock's express, was stmok by a loco- 
motive while crossing the track at Elliot Street cross- 
ing. The wagon was made a complete wreck. Mr. 
Hamilton escaped with a few bruises only. 

1863, November. Nahum Perkins, a man of over 
seventy years of age, shot a goose from a flock that 
was passing over his home. 

1864, February. Moses Packard fell and broke his 
leg in his bam. 

1864, February 12. Michael Murphy and Patrick 
Early were burned to death in the town luck-up. 

1864, February 13. Herbert Eaton broke his col- 
lar-bone while at play. 

1864, April 29. A child of Cornelius MoAuliffe 
was BO badly burned while playing with fire in the 
pine grove that she died next day. 

1864, July 14. Jennie, daughter of Patrick Mc- 
Cullough, was drowned in a tub of water. 

1864, September 26. A boy in the employ of Har- 
rison Rogers was dragged about by a horse till life 
was extinct, by incautiously fastening the rope-halter 
around his arms. The horse became unmanageable, 
so the boy could not release himself. 

1864, October 12. Eliui J., wife of James S. Bond, 
of North Bridgewater, committed suicide by drown- 
ing, at Mansfield, Mass. 

1864. The drought of 1864 has had no parallel 
for years. For June and July only 2.38 inches of 
rain fell; May previous, only two inches; July, 1.32 
inches ; June, 1.06 inches. In 1854, ten years in 
August previous, there was no rain. 

1864, January 3. The body of an unknown man 
was found on the rail road- track, about a half-mile 
south of Campello depot ; supposed to have fallen 
from the New York train. The body was terribly 
mangled, so that it could hardly be identified. 

1864, October 27. Five cattle were killed by a Fall 
River train at Howard's crossing, in the north part of 
the town, and others badly injured. 

1864. Adeline Harris was appointed teacher by the 
Freedman's Relief Association, stationed at Newberne, 
N. C, and sailed from New York December 8th. 

1865, July 4. Charles Hay ward, son of the late 
B. F. Hay ward, was badly burned in the face by 
powder. 

18G5, July 4. Daniel Huntington, son of Joseph 
Vincent, had a thumb blown off by the discharge of 
a pistol. 

1865, August 23. Mrs. Sanford Winter committed 
suicide. Cause, temporary insanity. 

1865. This summer season has been very dry. 
Wells throughout the State dried up. Fall feed very 



light or none at all. Mills stopped running for want 
of water. 

Listof Fires from 1800-1866.— 1804. Dwelling- 
house of Issachar Snell destroyed by fire. 

1816. Dwelling-house of Ana Keith partially 
burned ; caused while making varnish in one of the 
rooms. Mr. Keith was injured by inhaling smoke, 
from the effects of which he never recovered. 

1818. Barn belonging to Charles Keith destroyed 
by fire. 

1819. Bam belonging to Oliver Ijcach struck by 
lightning and destroyed by fire. 

1836, March 6. Dwelling-house formerly belong- 
ing to Rev. Daniel Huntington, and occupied by 
Dr. A. K. Borden and Gleorge H. Brown, destroyed 
by fire. 

1846. Cabinet-shop belonging to Howard & Chu^ 
destroyed by fire. 

1847, January 30. Dwelling-house belonging to 
Freeman Dexter destroyed by fire at half-past five 
o'clock A.M. (a very cold morning). 

1847, March 11. Shoe manufactory of William 
French partially destroyed by fire, about five o'clock 

A.M. 

1847, March 19. Srorc owned by Goorgo Clnrk 
destroyed by fire at eleven o'clock p.m. Also a 
dwelling-house belonging to Mioah Packard nearly 
consumed at the same time. 

1847, September 26. Dwelling-house belonging to 
Nathan Hayward slightly damaged by fire at four 
o'clock A.M. 

1848, March 1. Edward E. Bennett's dwelling- 
house slightly damaged. 

1848, March 23. House of Edward J. Snow 
slightly damaged. 

1848, March 30. Woods near Benjamin Eaton's 
burned. 

1848, May 1. Woods near Thomas Wales burned. 

1849, July 28. A carpenter-shop owned by Charles 
S. Johnson about three o'clock p.m. ; his dwelling 
adjoining narrowly escaped destruction. 

1850, February 6. Ruel Richmond's wheelwright- 
shop consumed by fire at three o'clock a.m. Weather 
severely cold ; engines could not work well ; ther- 
mometer 6^ below lero. 

1850, April 2. Barn belonging to Silas Packard 
burned at three o'clock a.m. 

1850, April 15. Building owned by S. & Q. Manly, 
at eleven o'clock p.m., was totally destroyed. 

1850, August 6. David Ford's barn struck by 
lightning and destroyed about three o'clock p.m. 

1850, October 11. Lucius Keith's periodical depot 
danuiged by fire. 
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1850, October 11. Tailor-shop owned by W. F. 
Brett ncnrly destroyed tiboot four o*oloek A.M. Also 
a building occupied by W. E. Skinner. 

1851, June 29. Store of Messrs. Brett & King- 
man, in Kingman Block, badly damaged by fire about 
three o^clock a.m. 

1852, April 9. Barn on the John Tilden farm 
consumed about eight o'clock a.m. 

1852, May 30. Pine Orove, a short distance south 
of the Centre Village, was burned. Buildings were 
saved with difficulty. 

.1852, May 30. Baptist Chapel damaged by fire 
about $1000 at half- past eight o'clock p.m. 

1853, March 30. Dwelling-house near ** Keith's 
Mill" partly burned ; formerly occupied by Zenas 
Packard. 

1853, March 31. The last and boot manufactory 
owned by Chandler Sprague, Esq., and formerly 
known as the *' Old Cotton Factory," was totally 
destroyed by fire at half-past three o'clock a.m. 
Jx)ss, 14000. 

1853, May 23. Stable belonging to Nathaniel 
Snow, in the Pino Qrove, wits destroyed about four 
o'clock a.m. 

1853, May 23. The steam-mill connected with the 
furniture manufacturing establishment of Josiah W. 
Kingman, at Campello, took fire about a quarter to 
one o'clock p.m., communicating with the lumber- 
yard and buildings around, destroying the dwelling- 
house of Mr. Kingman, stable, warehouse, and finish- 
ing-shop, throe worksho^is belonging to the same, 
also the dwelling-house owned and occupied by Anson 
Morse, dwelling of David Allen, meeting-house, and 
fire-engine-house belonging to Enterprise Engine 
Company, No. 2. Many other buildings took fire 
from these, but by the prompt and energetic working 
of seven difierent engines were saved from the de- 
vouring element. The loss by this fire was estimated 
at about $50,000, with a very small insurance, a 
severe loss to the village, besides throwing a largo 
number of workmen out of employment. 

1853, May 21. l^arn belonging to Turner Torroy, 
in the west part of the town, was burned in the 
evening. 

1853, June 9. Bam belonging to John Thompson, 
together with fifleen tons of hay. Loss, $1000. 

1853, September 29. The building owned by Rev. 
A. B. Wheeler, and occupied by C. C. Bixby, F. & 
H. Baylies, and S. W. S. Howard, partially burned. 

1854, May 22. House owned and occupied by 
Jurvis W. Reynolds slightly burned. 

1850, Jnnuary 4. The dwelling-house of Dwight 
E. Hale was partially burned. 



1856, September 8. The building known as the 
Unitarian Church, owned by Maj. Nathan Hayward, 
totally destroyed about one o'clock p.m. 

1856, September 9. Barn and shop of Daniel Mo- 
Intee, with two horses, were destroyed. 

1856, October 5. The grocery-store near the depot 
in the village, occupied by William H. Pierce, partly 
destroyed between two and three o'clock a.m. 

1856, December 22. Ara Snow's house slightly 
burned. 

1857, January 8. Dwelling-house owned by C. J. 
F. Packard partially burned. Loss, $300. 

1857, November 26. Shoe manufactory of Martin 
L. Keith & Co., at Campello, slightly damaged by fire. 
Damage, $100. 

1857, December 17. A small building owned by 
the heirs of Mnj. Nathan Hayward, situated in the 
Tilden District. Loss was small. 

1857, December 21. Railroad depot took fire from 
the telegraph. Damage was slight. 

1857, December 30. The saw-mill belonging to 
Messrs. Thomas and Welcome Howard nearly oon- 
sunied. 

1859, January 22. House on Ashland Street, be- 
longing to heirs of Maj. Nathan Hayward. Damage, 
$200. 

1859, September 2. The musical instrument man- 
ufactory owned by Caleb H. Packard, at Campello, 
occupied by A. B. Marston, destroyed. 

1859, September 8. Dwelling-house and stable of 
Marcus Packard, on Mount Ashland, about eleven 
o'clock A.M. Loss, $9000. Also, a lot of wood near 
by, caused by sparks from the same. 

1859, December 12. House owned by Henry Bay- 
lies. Loss, $800. 

1860, January 11. Varnish-factory near Ephraim 
Brett's house. Loss, $500. 

1860, January 25. Bam belonging to John Rear- 
don, at one o'clock p.m. 

1860, April 2. An old building on Pond Street 
Loss, $100. 

1860, April 8. An old building on the corner of 
Centre Street. Loss was small. 

1860, October 19. Barn belonging to William F. 
Brett, containing thirty-two tons of hay and one cow, 
destroyed at twelve o'clock at night. Loss, $700. 

1860, October 27. House belonging to Orren Bart- 
lett partially burned. Loss, $500. 

1860, November 7. Hall belonging to Baker & 
Kingman destroyed at half-past eleven o'clock p.m. 
Loss, $9000. Insured for $6000. 

1860, November 8. Steam-mill of Howard & Clark 
slightly damaged by fire. 
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1860, November 29. Small dwelliDg-houae owned 
by Beojaroin Kingman, near '< Keith's Mill," de- 
stroyed by fire. 

1860, December 30. Tailor-shop ooenpied by Dan- 
iel Logne, and owned by Tyler Cobb, partially de- 
stroyed by fire. 

1861, March 2. Bam belonging to Galen Packard, 
together with one horse and three cows, destroyed by 
fire about five o'clock A.M. Loss, $600. No insurance. 

1861, March 11. Shop occapied by Alexander 
Oiaplin slightly damaged. 

1861, May 8. Store belonging to Col. B. South- 
worth partially burned. Loss, $300. 

1861, June 21. House of John McCullough. 
Loss, $300. 

1861, July 6. House belonging to Frankliu Keith 
partially destroyed. Jioss, $600. 

1861, November 29. House belonging to Moses 
W. Hancock slightly damaged by fire. 

1862, January 2. Store belonging to Daniel Hay- 
ward partially burned. Loss, $450. 

1862, February 1. Store belonging to Charles 
Curtis partially destroyed. 

1862, May 14. Barn, shop, and wood-house, to- 
gether with three cows and a calf, belonging to Galen 
Warren, destroyed by fire. Loss, $1000. 

1862, June 14. Bam, three cows, and two tons of 
hay belonging to Edward E. Bennett destroyed. 

1862, June 16. House of Sylvester Cotter partially 
destroyed. Loss, $500. 

1862, August 17. House belonging to Clark Paul. 
Loss, $200. 

1863, September 30. Bam and shop of William 
Oegin destroyed. Loss, $700. 

1863, November 26 (Thanksgiving moming). 
House and bam belonging to the heirs of Jesse Per- 
kins, together with two cows. Loss, $1500. 

1863, December 4. House of Davis S. Packard 
slightly damaged by fire. 

1864, July 8. Barn belonging to Henry Edsou 
destroyed. 

1864, July 31. Barn belonging to Alvin P. King- 
man destroyed at eight o'clock a.m. 

1864, August 11. Barn belonging to Deacon John 
W. Hunt destroyed at half-past four o'clock p.m. 
Loss, $200. 

1864, August 14. Barn belonging to Marcus 
Holmes destroyed at half-past eight o'clock p.m. 
Loss, $500. 

1864, August 16. House belonging to Hugh 
Burke destroyed at eleven o'clock p.m. Loss, $600. 

1864, September 3. Lot of wood owned by Uufus 
S. Noyes. Loss, $200. 



1864, September 15. House in the northeast part 
of the town destroyed by fire. Also a barn. 

1864, October 10. House owned by 8. and Q. 
Manly, on Cottage Street, destroyed by fire. Txws, 
$400. 

1864, November 6. House owned by William 
Perry partially burned. Loss, $200. 

1864, December 1. Car-load of straw took fire at 
the railroad station and burned. Also, freight-house 
partially burned. 

1865, March 29. Shoe manufactory owned by 
George Stevens, at Campello, partially burned at 
three o'clock a.m. 

1865, April 3. House on Pleasant Street slightly 
damaged. 

1865, April 18. Shoo msmufactory belonging to 
Pelcg S. Leach, on Pino Street, entirely couHuniixl 
by fire at eleven o'clock. 

1865, August 5. Bam belonging to Reuben Drake 
struck by lightning and destroyed by fire, with from 
five to six tons of hay. 

1865, August 24. Bam and slaughter-house be- 
longing to Mr. Sanford Winter destroyed by fire. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Induiitrial Statisiios— Valuation for 1840— Valuation for 1850 
—Valuation for 1860— Products of 1845— Industries of 1855 
— Manufaoturing Statistios for 1805 — Agrioultural Statistioa 
for 1805- Trades and Profossions— 8Ulistios of Ubor for 
1875— Farming in 1875— Statistioa of Valuation and Taxa- 
tion for 1883 — Number of DwelUng-IIouses and Families in 
the North Parish, now Drookton, in 1 704— Po|mlation in 
1810, 1820, 1830, 1840, 1850, 1855, 1800. 

Industrial Statiatiot.— The L^slatore of Maasa- 
obnsetta, by an act passed April 19, 1837, required tbe 
assessors of the several towns in Massachusetts to re- 
turn to the sccrctiiry of tho coinnionwoalth nii accunitc 
account of tlie various branches of industry. The 
following is the product of North Bridgewater (now 
Brockton) for 1837 : 

Cotton-mill, 1 ; number of spindles, 350 ; cotton 
consumed, 16,000 pounds ; number of yards of cotton 
cloth manufactured, 60,000; value of the same, 
$4800; males employed, 3; females, 12; capital in- 
vested, $8666. Common sheep, 60 ; common wool 
produced| 210 pounds ; average weight of fleece, 3 J 
pounds; value of same, $84 ; capital invested, $120. 
Boots manufactured, 79,000 pairs; shoes manufac^ 
tured, 22,300 pairs; value of boots and shoes, $184,- 
200 ; males employed, 750 ; foinnles, 375. II at manu- 
factories, 1 ; hats manufactured, 2000 ; value of same, 
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tnOOO ; iiinlcs ciiiploycil, 3 ; fctnnlcs, 3. MRniifnc- 
UirioH of forks niid 1ioe8, 1 ; vuluc of sniuc, $1000; 
liauds ciuploycd, 2 ; capital invested, S400. Manu- 
factories of chairs and cabinet-ware, 3 ; value of the 
same, $38,500 ; hands employed, 39. Value of 
wooden-ware manufactured, 300 ; hands employed, 1. 
ShixvUnil nin II n factories, 2 ; value of (ho sanio, 
$1000 ; hands employed, 22 ; capital invested, $5000. 

Valuation for 1840. — Number of polls over 16, 
070 ; number of polls supported by the town, 5 ; 
number of polls not taxed, 20. Number of houses, 
388; number of shops adjoining, 153; number of 
warehouses, stores, etc., 6 ; number of bams, 264 ; 
all other buildings, 69. Tillage land, 663 acres; 
Knglish and upland mowing, 1043 acres; tons of 
liay, 744 ; fresh meadow, 692 ; tons of hay on the 
same, 399 ; pasture, 2789 ; woodland, 2243 ; unim- 
proved land, 2283; unimprovable laud, 613; town 
land, 120 acres; roads, 245 acres; water, 20 acres. 
Horses, one year old and over ; oxen, four years old 
and over, 407; steers and heifers, 83; sheep, 22 
swine, 314. Number of chaises, 47. Qrist-mills, 3 
saw-mills, 3 ; other mills, 1. Oats, 1063 bushels 
rye, 405 bushels; barley, 331 bushels; corn, 3833 
bushels. 

Valuation for ISSO.—Polls 1067, 20 years and 
upwards. Dwelling-houses, 616; shops adjoining 
houRCA, 96; other shops, 134; warohoiiscs and 
stores, 13; grist-mills, 4; saw-mills, 2; barns, 29; 
all other buildings of the value of $20 and upwards, 
155. Stock in trade, $75,655; interest money, 
$68.96 ; stocks, $28,170 ; shares in incorporated 
companies, 475 ; tillage land, 574 acres ; unimproved 
land, 97 acres ; unimprovable land, 65 ; land owned 
by town, 100 acres; land taken for roads, 300 acres; 
land covered by water, 100 acres. Number of horses, 
278 ; number of oxen, four and over, 82 ; number of 
cows, three and over, 487 ; steers and heifers, 151. 
llye, bushels, 244 ; oats, bushels, 543 ; corn, bushels, 
4344 ; barley, bushels, 139. Acres mowing, 1527 ; 
tons of hay, 1128; fresh meadow, 642; tons of 
hay, 409 ; psusturing, 3310 ; woodland, 3499 ; swine, 
2()4 ; all other property not enumerated, value, 
$12,541. 

Valuation for I860.— llatable polls, 1574, 20 
years and upwards. Male polls, 3, not taxed nor 
supported by the town. Male polls, 2, supported 
by the town. Dwelling-houses, 952; each $900, 
$856,800. Shops within or adjoining to dwelling- 
houses, 94; each $75, $7050. Other shops, 206; 
each $200, $41,200. Warehouses and stores, 38 ; at 
$1500 each, $5700. Barns, 388; at $250 each, 

$97,000. Grist-mills, 4; at $2000 each, $8000. 
43 



Saw-mills, 2; at $2550 each, $5100. Steam mills 
and other mills not above enumerated, 5 ; at $3180 
each, 415,900. Boot-factories, 5; $13,000. Shoe- 
factories, 37 ; at $1000 each, $37,000. Piano-forte 
factories, 1 ; $1000. Tool-factories, 2 ; at $850 each, 
$1700. Nail- and tack-machines, 1 ; $400. Other 
niaini factories of iron, copper, brass, and metals, 2; 
at $850 each, $1700. All other buildings between 
$20 and $100 in value, 6 ; at $75 each, $450. All 
other buildings of more than $100 value, 5; at 
$1000, $5000. Amount of every person's stock in 
trade, $209,786. Amount of money at interest more 
than any creditor pays interest for, including United 
States and State securities, $86,500. Amount of 
stock hold by stockholders in any bank or insurance 
company, $140,114. Shares in toll-bridges, canals, 
railroads, 323; value, $34,500. Acres of land an- 
nually tilled, exclusive of orchards tilled, 1106; at 
$130 each, $143,780. Amount of orcharding, all 
kinds of fruit, 77 acres; at $200, $15,400. Acres 
of upland mowed, excluding orchard mowed, 1505 ; 
at $130, $195,650; tons of hay produced, yearly 
produce of same, 1281. Acres of orcharding mowed, 
8 ; $200, $1600 ; tons of bay, the yearly produce of 
the same, 5. Acres of fresh meadow, 591 ; tons of 
hay, the yearly produce of the same, 364. Acres of 
land, excluding orcharding pastured, 2872 ; at $20, 
$57,440. Acres of woodland, 4384, excluding pas- 
ture-land [inclosed; at $15 each, $65,760. Cords of 
wood, 4827. Acres of land owned by any town or 
other proprietors, 92 ; at $40 each, $3680. Acres of 
land used for roads, 329. Acres of land covered by 
Water, 1000. Acres of land in town from actual sur- 
vey, 12,619. Horses one year old and upwards, 279 ; 
at $75, $20,925. Oxen four years old and upwards, 
60 ; at $40, $2400. Cows three years old and up- 
wards, 403; at $26, $10,075. Steers and heifers 
one year old and upwards, 115; at $10, $1150. 
Swine six months old and upwards, 190 ; at $6, 
$1140. Value and description of all other ratable 
estate, not before enumerated, $20,990. Total value, 
$2,173,965. 

Products for 1846. — A census of the productions 
of the State, published in 1845, .shows the product of 
North Bridgewater (now Brockton), Mass., as follows : 

Manafaotories of sbovols, spadee, forks, and hoos, 1 ; ralao of 
articles uianiifactiired, $2000 ; capital, $500 ; men omployedi 2. 

Musical instrument manufactories, 1; raluo of instruments 
manufactured, $tf00,* capital, $350; men employed, 2. 

nriinli man u factor! OS, 1 ; value of brushes manufactured 
$21,500; capital, $6000; men employed, 21. 

Siiddlo, harnoni, and trunkmakers, 1 ; value of articles manu- 
factured, $1500 ; capital, $300 ; employ S men. 

Hat and cap manufactories, 1 ; value of hats and caps manu- 
factured, $1040; valued, $2500; capital, $500; employ S men. 
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Sitablithmontf for nanafaeiaring railroad-oart, oo*«hM, 
•UaImi, and oUior rohioluii, 1 ; value uianufaeturoil, $l6t)0; 
oapital, $900 ; employ S inon. 

Chair and oablnet*ware manufaotoriof, 2; Talue of gooda 
nanufaciurod, $38,000; capital, $18,671; men employed, 48. 

Tinware and stove manufaetorief, 2 ; value of goods manu- 
fketured, $601 A; capital, $2200; employ 11 hands. 

Boots manufactured, 44,711 pairs, 155,476 pairs shoes; value, 
$179,710; men employed, 301; females, 203. 

Value of snuff, cigars, and tobacco, $5200 ; employ 9 persons. 

Value of pumps, blocks, $361 ; employ 2 men. 

Value of mechanics' tools manufactured, $8250 ; employ 19 
hands. 

Shoe-last and boot-tree manufactories, I ; value of goods 
manufactured, $7905; oapital, $1500; employ 7 uion. 

Value of machines for rolling leather, $1599; oapital, $300; 
employ 1 man. 

Value of packing-boxes manufactured, $2132 ; capital, $400; 
employ 6 men. 

Lumber prepared, 800,000 feet; value, $3531. 

Firewood prepared, 1155 cords; value, $4620. 

Ilorsee, 292 ; value, $17,520 ; neat oattio, 632 ; value, $15,800 ; 
swine, 338 ; value, $5070. 

Indian corn or maise raised, 5000 bushels; value, $3333. 
Rye, 366 bushels; value, $293. Barley, 239 bushels; value, 
$148. OaU, 585 bushels ; value, $234. Potatoes, 23,1 1 1 bushels ; 
value, $5777. Other esculent vegetables, 2000 bushels; value, 
$600. Millet, 4 tons; value, $50. Hay, 1445 tons; value, 
$20,230. Fruit raised, 7249; value, $1812. Buttor, 20,496 
pounds; value, $3279. Cheese, 23,280 pounds; value, $1862. 
Honey, 235 pounds ; value, $28. Beeswax, 16 i>ounds ; value, $4. 

Industries of 1866.— The Industrial Tables for 
1855 show the following as the production of North 
Bridgewater (now Brockton), Mass. : 

Musical instrument manufactories, 2 ; value of instruments 
manufactured, $8780 ; capital, $2000; employ hands. 

Daguerreotype artists, 1 ; daguerreotypes taken, 800; oapital, 
$450 ; employ 1 man. 

Brush manufactories, 2 ; value of brushes, $3000 ; oapital, 
$3000 ; employ 1 1 men. 

Saddle, harness, and trunk manufactories, 1 ; value of sad- 
dles, etc., $6000 ; oapital, $2000 ; employ 4 men. 

Establishments for the manufacture of chaises, wagons, sleighs, 
and other vehicles, 3 ; value of carriages manufactured, $5200 ; 
capital, $1600 ; employ 8 men. 

Kritablitfliiiiontd for making Hoap ami tallow caudloH, 2; suap 
manufactured, 280 barrels; value of soap, $1120. 

Chair and cabinet-ware manufactories, 1 ; value of chairs and 
cabinet- ware manufactured, $20,000 ; capital, $10,000; employ 
32 men. 

Tinware manufactories, 2; valueof tinware, $13,000; capital, 
$4600 ; employ 7 men. 

Boots of all kinds manufactured, pairs, 66,956 ; shoes of all 
kinds manufactured, 694,760 pairs ; value of boots and shoes, 
$724,847 ; employ 692 males; females employed, 484. 

Value of building-stone quarried and prepared for building, 
$500 ; employ 4 men. 

Value of blacking, $8000 ; employ 4 mon. 

Value of blocks and pumps manufactured, $50 ; employ I man. 
. Valoo of mechanics' tools manufactured, $2540 ; employ 44 
men. 

Number of lasU manufactured, 40,000 ; value, $10,000. 

Lumber prepared for market, 218,000 feet; value of timber, 
$82,025. 



Firewooil prepared for market, 3348 eords ; value of firewood, 
$I.%7V0; employ 60 men. 

Number of sheep, 5 ; value, $10 ; wool produeod, 20 |M>undj. 
Horses, 843 ; value of horses, $29,880. Oxen, over three years 
old, 74 ; steers under throe years old, 26 ; value of oxen and 
steers^ $5760 ; miMi-eows, 420 ; heifers, 36 ; value of eows and 
heifers, $17,068. Batter, 20,076 pounds; value of butter, 
$5018.75; cheese, 6505 pounds; value of cheese, $650.50. 
Honey, 620 pounds; value of honey, $155. Indian corn, 216 
acres ; Indian com per acre, 28 bushels ; value, $6075. Rye, 25 
acres; rye per acre, 16 bushels; value, $567. Barley, 7 eeree; 
barley per acre, 23 bushels; value, $240. Oats, 20 acres; oats 
per acre, 19 bushels ; value, $226.60. Potatoes, 310 acres ; pota- 
toes per aore, 90 buMhels; value, $27,667. TurnipM, 5 acrurt; 
turnips per acre, 200 bushels; value, $250. Oarrots, i acre; 
carrots per acre, 400 bushels ; value, $50. Beets and other 
esculent vegetables, 20 acres ; value, $5000. Bnglish mowing, 
1550 acres; English hay, 1266; value, $25,320; wot meadow, 
or swale bay, 375 tons ; value, $3750. Apple-trees, 7700 ; value of 
apples, $3000. Pear-trees, 818 ; value of pears, $100. Cran- 
berries, 16 acres; value, $3200. Beeswax, 100 pounds; 
value, $73. 

Bakeries, 1 ; flour consumed, 200 barrels; value of bread 
manufactured, $5000; copital, $4000; employ 6 men. 

Establishments for manufacturing shoe-boxes, 1 ; value of 
boxes manufactured, $1500; capital, $1000; value of boot- 
trees and forms manufactured, $2000. 

Peat, 500 cords; value, $2000. Swine raised, 626; value, 
$4208. 

Manufacturing Statistics for 1865. — Gross value 
of uiechntiics' tools, $*i8,5t25 ; capital, $4500 ; hands 
employ edy 33. Number of tack and brad manufac- 
tories, 1 ; value of stock, $2000 ; capita] invested, 
$2500 ; hands employed, 2. Melodeon and organ 
manufactories, 2; number of instruments manufao- 
lured, 70 ; value of the same, I68G0. Number of 
marble manufuctories, 1 ; value of productions, |Gi22 ; 
hands employed, 10. Number of cabinet manufac- 
tories, 1 ; value of goods manufactured, S30,000 ; 
capital invested, $15,000 ; hands employed, 30. Num- 
ber of pairs of boots manufactured, 103,066 ; number 
of pairs of shoes manufactured, 1,009,700 ; hands em- 
ployed, — males, 1059 ; females, 208 ; value of goods 
nninufacturcd, $], '160,900. NuniUir of blacking es- 
tablishments, 3 ; hands employed, 8 ; value of stock, 
$25,808.97 ; value of blacking manufactured, $43,- 
806.95; capital invested, $12,300. Number of 
shoe-last manufactories, 1 ; number of lasts manu- 
factured, 48,000 ; value of the same, $12,000 ; capi- 
ttd invested, $10,000 ; hands employed, 12. Num- 
ber of shoe-box manufactories, 1 ; value of boxes 
made, $9000 ; hands employed, 7 ; capital invested, 
$1000. 

Agricultural Statistics of North Bridgewater 
(now Brockton) for 1866. — Cords of firewood cut, 
3065 ; value of the same, $10,890. Acres of fann- 
ing land, 3972 ; value of the same, including build- 
ings, $255,184. Acres of improved land, 3761. 
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Acres of woodland, 3034 ; value of the same, $74,- 
415. Bushels of Indian corn raised, 5625. Acres 
of rye, 41. Acres of barley, 25. Acres of oats, 12}. 
Bushels of potatoes, 17,650. Tons of English hay, 
2233. Apple-trees cultivated for fruit, 6848. Pear- 
trees cultivated for fruit, 1150. Number of horses, 
385 ; value of same, $38,140. Number, of oxen and 
steers, 68 ; value of same, $3965. Number of cows 
and heifers, 427; value of same, $18,719. Qal- 
Ions of milk sold, 24,421. Pounds of butter sold, 
5448. Pounds of cheese sold, 1225. Pounds of 
beef dressed, 378,00 ; value, $45,360. Pounds of 
pork dressed, 77,700 ; value, $12,432. Pounds of 
veal dressed, 32,151 ; value, $4,822.35. Value of 
eggs sold, $250. Number of swino, 232 ; value of 
same, $4618. 

Trades and Professions. — The following list gives 
the number of persons employed in the various trades 
and professions in North Bridgcwater (now Brockton) 
as collected in 1855 : 



DuiLOiiras. 



Shoemakers 420 

FArinere lA.S 

Dootttmkcni 1.14 

Ijabororn 1.39 

Carpenters 72 

Shoe-cutters 37 

Cabinet-makers 31 

Clerks 28 

Merchants 19 

Shoe manafaoturers 21 

Painters 14 

Booi tiianiirtictiirors 10 

Masons 1.1 

Awlmakors 1.1 

IllackstniMis 18 

Machinists 7 

Carriage-makers 7 

Lastmakers 7 

Bakers 6 

Stonemasons 8 

Boot-formers 

Batchers 6 

ProTision dealers 2 

8ta^o-(1 rivers 2 

IttHtt-trromiildM-ff 

llNttcrs 

Writing-master 

Teamsters 

Shoe-tool makers 

Shoe-tool manufacturers.. 
Students 



2 
2 
1 
5 
9 
2 
7 

Sonpmakor 1 

Printers 6 

Tfa5>t nianurnclurer 1 

NowKpapor 1 

Eilitor 1 

Musician 1 

Lumber-dealer 1 

Physicians 6 

Cigar manufacturers 2 

Cigar-makers 8 

Tailors 10 

Pumpmaker 1 



Pump-peddler 

Hotel 

Barber 

Academy 

Refreshment rooms 

Marble-worker 

Lawyer 

Rolling-machine manu- 
facturer 

Moulder 

Ilamcs manufacturer 

Tiighiliouse-keonor 

AsxlHtant liglilhouso- 
keeper 

lUiilroad en);ineerH 

Jlarnc^s-makfTS 

Box manufacturer 

Watchmakers 

Cabinet manufacturers.... 

Horse-trader 

Railroad men 

Jeweler 

Awl manufacturers 

Expresses 

Brush manufnuUiror 

llrushmakers 

Patent-leather makers 

Postmaster 

Singing-school teacher.... 

Musical instrument man- 
ufacturers 

Musical instrument ma- 
kers 

ClerRymon 

Wanlon almshouse 

Peddlers 

Boot-treers 

Livery -stables 

Currier 

Trimmers 

Sailor 

Hat manufacturer 



1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
3 
1 
5 
2 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 

3 
1 
1 



9 
8 
1 
7 

2 
1 
5 
1 
1 



BROCKTON FARMS IN 1876. 



Property. 

From 3 to !> acres... 
From 6 to 10 acres, 
Above 10 acres 



Farms. 



Number. Value. 



1 

10 

150 



Houses 

Barns 

Sheds 

Stables 

Carriage-booses . 

Corn-oribs 

Shops 

Out-buildings.... 



16S 
166 
32 
4 
6 
6 
9 
3 



Lard. 



Land nndor orops, acres.... 

Market gardens, aeros 

Orebards (the land), acres. 
Unimproved land, acres...., 
Unimprovable land, acres. 
Woodland, acres , 



389 $314,560 

1,682} $139,039 
4^ 760 

23 3,812 

2,422^ 76,709 

10 

3,502} 116,726 



7,0454 $337,046 



Fruit-Turks and ViNKfi. 

Apple-trees 3,119 

Cherry-trees 6 

Pear-trees 412 

Grape-vines 152 



DoMBSTic Animals. 



Bees (swarms of). 

Bulls 

Calves , 

Colts 

Dogs 

Ducks 

Geese 

Guinea fowls. 

Heifers 



16 

4 

76 

3 

7 

82 

8 

21 

34 

Hens and chickens 2,833 



Hogs 

Horses 

Tiamhs 

Milch cows. 

Oxen , 

Pi);eons 

Vigs 

Sheep 

Steers , 

Turkeys 



126 

202 

8 

.107 

14 

117 

03 

8 

4 

26 



$9,241 

60 

1,772 

460 

$11,523 

$86 

180 

779 

260 

188 

49 

15 

16 

934 

2,330 

3,124 

27,060 

16 

11,880 

1,330 

191 

441 

80 

100 

27 



$48,974 
Aggrkoatu. 

Land $337,036 

Buildings 314,550 

Fruit-trees and vinos 11,623 

Domestic animals 43,974 

Agricultural implements in use 20,012 



DOMBSTIO PrODUOTS. 

For Sale. 

Boards, feet 456,000 

Butter, pounds 3,.106 

Cider, gallons 7,232 

Dried fruit, pounds 75 

Firewood, oords 1,010 



For Ute. 



Butter, |)ounds 

Dried fruit, pounds 
Firewood, cords 



1,696 

70 

248 



167 $651,696 



Agricultural Proouots. 

Apples, bushels 6,427 

Asparngus, bunches 160 

Barley, bushels 90 

Beans, bushels 11 

Beans, string and shell, bush. 04 

Beef, pounds 6,960 

Beets, bushels. 1,383 

Cabbage, beads 14,400 



$732,106 



$6,908 

1,462 

1,204 

6 

6,686 



$660 

11 

1,100 



$4,631 

15 

90 

48 

168 

608 

382 

800 
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Calery, banahH. ROO 

Olilokini, JroMoJ, poonili &M 

Corn, iraas, biuhali H3 

Ooni, Indiu.biuhvU 4SB 

Onpbwris*, bnaliglt.- S 

OuBUiiibar*, liiulidi. 30 

OHmDtl, quarts 31 

Euii doiao^ li,BB> 

FmiIm', oorn, torn. SA 

flnpai, baabdi 3A 

Umj, Bajliih, toni 1,1«T 

Ilsf, mauoir, Mw. IBV 

llnj, millat, UiM.^.... 11 

IluekMMrriv, sMrti 100 

loe, toiu„ i,iM 

ManpiM, biulHli.. Ti 

Hanara, onrdi MT 

MahHU. ItO 

Milk, falloBa- lU.OTS 

OMa, bnibalL IBi 

Onioui, buihelt. BS 



PubrIim, bwlwli- 30 $S& 

r«vt,buhali. M \M 

I'laa, pwi, biiahaU.. „ SIB MO 

Forli, pOBDda »,TTi I.MO 

PubUoiia, Uyi, baibeli H.IBfi T.&TU 

I'uwiikllM, uuuadi SBU i 

Kja, bnihato.- „ TV Vt 

Sqoukc^ poaada. I,lt0 111 

Binir, toB) 4 8t 

BttawbarriM, qeartL S.IBB til 

ToautMa, buibiiU...- 00 00 

Tnnlp^ bDihala „ S,Mt 1 MS 

Vaal, paondi 080 in 

AaaaaoATnu 

DaUBiU* prodaat^ far ■Bin. $IS,S6I 

DomBitis pmluoU, for un._ I,in 

liar, lOBT tsni „ „ 31,188 

Othar BgrlouUanl pntdaata. „,.. t8,3T5 

t1»,S05 



STATISTICS OF LABOR FOR IBTB. 
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10,060 
25.000 

291,150 
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33,000 
68,100 

231,100 
2,050 
12,100 
85,118 
27,000 
17,850 
10,050 
B7,950 
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13 
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I1,07S 
17,707 
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16,00(1 

33,800 
89,!S0 










3,200 
9,SS0 
10,2D0 


S.SO0 
36,805 
7.650 










3,870 


3,860 
311,150 











BtatistioB for 1883.— The sUtules reqnire the kb- 

Bessora to collect the followiDg statistics, which nre 

Bubiiiiltcd for the considunlion of tlio oitiEcns of 
Brockton : 

NuBibar «r palli aM«H«d (nalw) 6569 

or thii Dumbar (IS80) pajr a prapartjr lai. 

Numbor of famaja poll* 16 

iBorSBM or polla fraia 1882 (oialia) 750 

DavreiH of poll* from 1883 (fauialBi) - It 

Total valuBtfon in 1883 fl 0,1 07,959. BO 

Total YBlnalioD lo 1882 9,160,702.00 

iDoreate In TBliiadoD — 1,317,257.00 

ToUl ralnaUaa ol paraonal nlala in 1883 2,272,354.00 

Tatal valoatlgn of ponoiial aitiile in 1882 1,816,867.00 

Imnaaa from 1882 128,007.00 

ToUlTaluaof boildinp In 1883 1,235,885.00 

Tutal value of faulMlogt In 1881 3,718,110,00 

iDoraBHi on bulldioBi from 1883 187,110.00 

Tolal valua of land lo 1883 3,969,710.00 

Total TBlaa or laod In 1881 3,658,609.00 

UttfMttTon 1882 403,141.00 

Rata, tlfli par IIBOO. 

Aotual amount raUad bj laiatlon in 1883 186,161.18 

Aataal awooDt raind b; taxation In 1882 181,961.51 



iDoreasofrom 1881 

Numbar of dwallinga In 1833... 
Inoro.« Crolu IS81 



rt Uiod In 1S83„. 



Swelling-HDiiHi and Familiea in 1764. — Ad 
order was passed b; the Aaeembly, Feb. 2, 1764, 
directing the eeleotmeD of each town nnd district lo 
" take an exact account of the number of dwelling- 
houeee, families, and people in their respective towns 
and distriote, including Indians civilised, negroea, and 
mukttoes, as well as white people, and fetnalcs as well 
as males." 

At this period tlioro won) one hundred and twenty 
liousea in the Nortli I'orisli, — ono hundred and thirty- 
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one raiiiilicR, with a populntioii of eight hundred and 
thirty- three. 

The above was the first attempt to take the census 
in Massachusetts. 

In 1790 the first United States census was taken, 
since which time there has been a statement of the 
]N>puhition every (en years, each one varying from tiio 
other in the system of classification. 

In the years 1790 and 1800 the account is not 
separately given in a manner to sliow what the pop- 
ulation of the North Parish was. 

Population. — The population of the parish in 
1810 was thirteen hundred and fifby-four. 

The following is the census of the North Parish 
in1K20: 

Free white mnlos under 10 190 

" " " of lOiiml nniler Ifi 107 

" " " of 10 nml antler 20 153 

" " " of 26 and under 45 145 

" " " of 45 and upwards 123 

Colored personx 23 

Free white females under 10 ISl 

" " of lOiiud under 10 113 

" " " of 16 and under 26 151 

" " " of 26 and under 45 166 

•* " " of 45 and upwards 134 

Foreigners not naturali7.e<l 4 

Nuuiber of dwelling-bouses 220 

Total number of inhabitants 1480 

Population in 1830, 1953, with the following de- 
tails : 

3/„/r«.— llnderS, 120; 6to 10.112; 10 to 16,129; 16 lo 20, 
122; 20 to .^0, 177; 30 to 40, 105; 40 to 60, 73; 60 to 60, 36; 
60 lo 70, 41 ; 70 to 80, 19 ; 80 to 00, 8 ; 00 to 100, I. 

>Vm'Jc«.— Under 6, 122; 5 to 10, 110; 10 to 15, 102; 15 to 
20,92; 20 to .30,211; 30to40,'l06; 40 to 50,85; 50 to 60, 58; 
60 to 70, 42 ; 70 to 80, 24; 80 to 90, 9; 90 to 100, 0. 

Colored persons : 

3fa/eff.— Under 10, 6; 10 to 24, 9; 24 to 36, 3; 36 to 55, 3; 

65 to 100, 2. 

/"ema/rff.— Under 10, 3; 10 to 24, 5; 24 to 36, 1 ; 36 to 55, 4; 

66 U> 100,4. 

Population in 1840, 2094, with the following do- 
tails: 

Afa/et.—Under 6, 0; 5 to 10, 170; 10 to 15, 147; 15 to 20, 
156; 20 to 30, 167; 30 to 40, 187; 40 to 50, 93; 50 to 60,72; 
60 to 70, 30 ; 70 t«» 80, 23 ; 80 to 90, 1 1 ; 90 to 100, 2. ToUl, 
1068. 

/V»Mfi/<«.— Under .O, 0; 5 to 10, 170; 10 to 15, 1.15; 15 to 20, 
114; 20 to 30, 132; 30 to 40. 202; 40 io 60, 100; 60 to 60, 72; 
60 to 70, 48 ; 70 to 80, 26; 80 to 00, 15 ; 90 to 100, 0. Total, 
1014. Colored, 22. 

Population in 1850, 3939, with the following de- 
tails: 

Under 1, 101 ; 1 to 5, 379; 6 to 10, 418; 10 to 15, 364; 15 to 
20, 462 ; 20 to 26, 449 ; 25 to 30, 402 ; .30 to .35, 320 ; 35 to 40, 
248; 40 to 46, 198; 46 to 50, 156; 50 to 55, 115; 56 to 60, 91; 
60 to 06, 79 ; 66 to 70, 66; 70 to 75, .35 ; 75 to 80, 21; 80 to 
85, 13; 86 to 90, 6; 90 to 95, 4 ; 95 to 100, 3; colored, 30. 
Total, 3939. 



Population in 1855, 5205, by the State census, 
with the following details : 

Under 5, 707; 5 to 10, 533; 10 to 15, 623; 15 to 20, 507; 20 
to 30, 1125 ; 30 to 40, 790; 40 to 50, 451; 50 to 60, 298; 60 to 
70, 170; 70 to 80, 71 ; 80 to 90, 15; 90 to 100, 2. 

Population in 1860, 6584, with the following de- 
tails : 

ifa/<».— Under 1, 92; 1 to 6, 397; 5 to 10, 361; 10 to 15, 
298; 15 to 20, 360; 20 to 30, 705: 30 to 40, 490; 40 to 50, 
338 ; 50 to 60, 171 ; 60 to 70, 99; 70 to 80, 47 ; 80 to 90, 8; 90 
to 100, 1. Total, 3367. 

Fema/e«.— Under 1, 118; 1 to 5, 347; 5 to 10, 343; 10 to 15, 
248; 15 to 20, 292; 20 to 30, 694; 30 io 40, 462; 40 io 50, 
288; 50 to 60, 200; 60 to 70, 115 ; 70 io 80, 61 ; 80 to 90, 12 ; 
90 to 100, 0. ToUl, 3185. 

Colored people: 

^/»/r«.-~Umler 1, ; 1 to 2, 4 ; 6 to 10, 3 ; 10 to 16, 1 ; 16 to 
20, 1 ; 20 to 30, 2; SO io 40, 3 ; 40 io 50, 1; 50 to 60, 1 ; 60 io 
70, 1. Total, 18. 

/'eiim/eff.— Under 1, 0; 1 to 5, 2; 5 io 10, 8; 10 to 15, 0; 
15 to 20, 1 ; 20 to 30, 3 ; 30 to 40, 3 ; 40 to 50, 1 ; 50 to 60, ; 
60 to 70, 1. Totiil, 14. Number of dwelling-hoases, 1023; 
number of families, 1377. 

Population in 1806,6335. Number of dwellings, 1249. Num- 
ber of families, 1391. Number of oburehee, 8. Number of 
school-houses, 15. Number of ratable polls, 1708. Number of 
legal voters, 1362. Number of naturalised yoiore, 141. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

First Coverings for the Feet— Modem Shoes — Boot and Shoo 
Trade in New Kngland — Store Trade in Massaohusoita — 
Improvements in Manufacturing — Iniroduoiion of Machinery 
— Early Shoe Manufaeturers — Statisiieal Tables for Brock- 
ion — Brockton as a Boot and Shoe Manufacturing Ciiy. 

Boot and Shoe Hannfaotnre. — This important 
industrial interest, having assumed such wonderful 
proportions, and towering as it does above all its com- 
peers in magnitude and importance, deserves more 
than a passing notice. When we consider the amount 
of capital devoted to this branch of the mechanic arts, 
the energy and perseverance of. the leading men en- 
gaged in the same, we cannot fail to give it a place 
among the greatest of manufactures. It is a curious 
and interesting study to trace the various changes 
that have taken place in coverings for UiefeeL 

The first known to have been used were fifleeii 
hundred years before Christ, and the first or oldest 
form was the sandal Those used by the poorer 
classes consisted of flat slices of the palm-leaf, lapped 
in the centre, forming the solo, and a double band of 
twisted leaves secured and strengthened the edge. A 
thong of strong fibres of the same plant was affixed 
to each side of the instep, and was secured round the 
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foot, while those of the wealthy classes were made of 
leather, and frequently lined with cloth, tlio point or 
end turning up like a pair of modern skatcM. Speci- 
mens of tiiese sandals, made of leaves or ]mpyrus, are 
DOW on exhibition in the British Museum. Among 
the Hebrews, shoes were oden made of wood, and 
those for soldiers of brass or iron. Among the Qreeks 
and Romans the use of shoes was not common, and 
the Spartan youths were early taught to go bare- 
footed, females only being allowed to wear shoes. 

From the earliest days there has always been a great 
diversity of style in the different periods of time. The 
Lacademonians wore red shoes. Roman senators and 
patricians wore high, black, laced buskins, with orna- 
ments of ivory. Some were made with tops of great 
length, to cover the legs, and were called boots, the 
tops often being made of skins of wild animals laced 
up in front, great care being taken to procure an exact 
fit. 

The Jews commonly went without covering for the 
feet, except when on very long journeys it became 
necessary to wear something, — in such cases sandals, 
made simply of a sole with one or two straps across 
the instep, heels being seldom used. 

During the reign of Kdward the Tiiird of Knglund, 
those that worked at the shoe-trade were denominated 
the " gentle craft," as they produced shoes of the most 
gorgeous descriptions ; the greatest variety of pattern 
was devised and the richest contrast of color elabo- 
rated. Coming down to the reign of Richard the 
Second, boots and shoes were made of great length, so 
that they were chained to the knee of the wearer with 
gold and silver straps or cord. This fashion was 
in use till Parliament, in 1463, forbade shoemakers 
making points on shoes over two inches long for the 
unprivileged classes under penalty of twenty shillings, 
and for those that wore them excommunication was 
denounced against any persons wearing such. This 
move hud the effect to widen the toes to such an 
absurd extent that Queen Mary limited the width to 
six inches. 

During the reign of Charles the First, in the six- 
teenth century, boots were made of elegant Spanish 
buff leather, with tops of such enornnous dimen- 
sions as to obstruct walking with ease. The dis- 
tinguishing mark of gentility during the reign of 
George the First and Second was red heels. The 
ladies wore silk or velvet in prerorciicc to leather, and 
the favorite color was figured blue silk, with bright 
red heels and silver buckles. In 1790 the low, flat 
slipper was introduced, and the shoe-buckle disap- 
peared and the plain shoe-string was introduced. The 
Prince of Wales endeavored to preserve the use of the 



buckle, in order to assist the buckle-makers, but 
fashion was too ])owerful for him. 

Tlie shoes of the Orioutal ladies are highly orna- 
mented, the covering Unng wntnghl with gold, silvor, 
and silk, and set with jewels. The iobot is a shoe 
peculiar to France, and is made of wood, very clumsy, 
but warm and comfortable. 

Of all the varieties of shoes none are so curious as 
the Chinese, none are so costly or elaborate, and none 
so unnatural. Their feet are kept bandaged from their 
infancy, so that when they arrive at maturity they 
are enabled to wear shoes of three or four inches in 
length, which are usually made of beautiful silk. 

During the ninth and tenth centuries wooden shoes 
were quite common, and even now the peasantry of 
Europe wear them to a great extent. 

or the boots and shoes of modern days, those man- 
ufactured in America excel all others in style and 
variety of kinds. The celebrated gaiter-boot inaugu- 
rated a new era in coverings for the feet, and its in- 
troduction is attributed to the Countess of Blessington ; 
but owing to the labor of lacing and unlacing, holes 
wearing out, breaking off, etc., these g:ive way to the 
elastic gaiter, which has been universally adopted and 
approved. The Anicriuuns are rapidly securing to 
themselves a superiority over all other nations in this 
most important of manufacturing interests, and they 
are now regarded as the manufacturers of the world. 
American ingenuity and skill has completely rivaled 
the best specimens of Parisian handicraft, and the 
importation of French gaiters has nearly ceased. 
Narrowing our limits down to home interests, we may 
safely say that the highest perfection of this branch of 
the mechanic arts has been attained in Massachusetts. 

Early in the seventeenth century the Lords of 
Trade reported to Parliament that the greater portion 
of leather used within the province was made in 
Massachusetts. During the war of the Rev<ihition, 
Massachusetts supplied large quantities of shoes for 
the army, and during the late Rebellion she supplied 
the demand of the government 

The boot and shoe trade of New England is of 
modern date. Previous to the war of 1812, those 
engaged in shoeniaking consisted of the ** village 
cobbler," and those whose custom it was to travel 
from house to house and place to place, to repair and 
jaoke shoes for the families, enough to last them till 
he came around again, which was usually once a year. 
Shoes were not made up in large quantities as at the 
present time, and it was by degrees that the shoe- 
makers procured a little leather and made it into 
shoes, and bartered them at a neighboring store for 
groceries, or exchanged them with the tanners for 
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leather. At ]cii(vtli tlio 8t«»rc-keejiei-8 kept a few RhocR 
on band for sale. 

The store trade of Massachusetts may be said to 
have begun in or about 1818, when the first cargo 
of shoes and boots was shipped to New York to 
Messrs. Spofford & Tilcston, boot and shoe jobbers. 
The trade has since continued to increase^ till it now 
forms one-third part of the total manufacturing 
power of the country. Nearly every small country 
town in New England does something iu the manu- 
facture of boots and shoes, and it has been estimated 
that every eighth man is a shoemaker. 

The shoes that were made previous to 1818 were 
mostly of the sewed kind, until a patent was obUined 
for riveting the up|)er8 to the bottoms, a stool plate 
having been used for that purpose. Then came 
wooden pegs, said to have been first used by Joseph 
Walker, of Hopkinton, Mass. Soon afler pegs had 
come into common use, it produced a great revolu- 
tion in the manufacture of sale work. Women and 
boys were employed to peg shoes that could not so 
well be employed on sewed work, and hence the 
number of shoemakers increased very fast. If we 
stop to consider the great improvements made in the 
manufacture of sale work by machinery, we cannot 
fail to see that it has become one of the most import- 
ant of business pursuits. We now find, instead of 
the nianufaeturers sending out leather to make into 
shocB, as in ibrmcr times, largo numbers of men are 
engaged in making shoes in the manufacturing shops 
by the dilTcrent machines that are in use, of which 
there is a great variety. Instead of cutting leather 
with a hand-knife, it is now cut with dies, propelled 
either by machinery or by hand ; and in place of the 
uppers being sewed by hand as they were formerly, 
machines do the work nicer and much quicker. 
Then we have (he patent last-holder, for assisting in 
the process of lasting the shoes ; from this the shoe 
passes to the pegging-machine, where, in an almost 
incredible time, the shoe is pegged ; from thence the 
shoe is passed to the leveling machine, which is a 
powerful engine for rubbing down the bottoms. 
Then the shoe is handed from one person to another 
to do tho difTcrcnt parts, of finishing the edges, and 
grinding the bottoms, putting on of heels, etc. 
Af^er they are finished, by grinding the bottoms, 
they are colored and tied in pairs, or placed in single 
pairs in a paper box, and packed in cases for ship- 
ment. We have already seen that shoemakiiig and 
ninniifaeturing are not what they were once. Manu- 
faehiring shops, instead of being smnll buildings, 
having a few cutters only, are now largo and com- 
modious buildings, several stories high, filled with 



machinery of different kinds, and propelled by stoam- 
power. Iu one room, usually the basement, is the 
steam-boiler and engine, and machines for cutting 
sole-leather, rolling it and cutting out the soles at a 
single stroke. In another lofl the leather is secured 
to the last, and the outer soles prepared for the 
pegging operation. This machine is supplied with 
a thin strip of wood, like a watoh-spring, its width 
being the length of the peg. From the coil at each 
revolution of the machine, a peg is clipped, that falls 
into a cell, ready to be introduced by its next move- 
ment into its place in the shoe. The pegs are thus 
produced at the rate of fourteen in a second. 

With the recent introduction of machinery there 
has been an incrcsiso in the amount of goods, with 
less help than formerly was required on the same 
quantity of goods. 

The shoe manufacture in this town has become 
the prominent business of the town, giving employ- 
ment to a large number of persons, both male and 
female. It commenced and became one of the lead- 
ing branches of business previous to the incorpora- 
tion of the town. 

Mr. Micah Faxon was probably the first person 
that manufactured shoes for the wholesale trade in 
the town. He came from Randolph in 1811, and 
commenced cutting and making shoes in the house 
that was formerly occupied by tho late Matthew 
Packard, and on the same lot that Mr. Faxon*s houBO 
now stands. At that time there was no one in town 
that could bind tho vamps and put the shoes together, 
and they were sent to Rjmdolph to be made. At 
first he made one hundred pairs of fine calf spring- 
heel shoes, and carried them to Boston on horseback. 
II is first lot was sold to Messrs. Monroe & Nash, a 
firm on Ijong Wharf, Boston, who were among the 
first to send goods to the South. When carriages 
came into common use, he carried his shoes into the 
city in wagons, and brought out his own leather. 
The market- men and those that carried wood and 
other goods to market used* to bring out stock for 
him, which, of course, was in small lots at first. 
Soon aller this time Messrs. Silas Packard and Col. 
Edward Southworth became engaged in tho same 
business in connection with their store, on the comer 
of Court and Main Streets, where David Cobb's store 
now stands. Col. Southworth soon after built the 
store that he now occupies, which was in 1816. 
From that time to the present the business has con- 
tinued to increase, till, iu 1837, we find the amount of 
boots manufiictured to bo 79,000 pairs, beside 22,300 
pairs of shoos, amounting in all to $184,200, giving 
employment to 750 males and 375 females. In 1845 
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the tables of industry show the amoant of boots and 
shoos inanufacturcd in North Bridgowater to bo 
9179,716. Number of pairs of shoes, 155,476 ; 
number of pairs of boots, 4-1,711 ; giving employ- 
ment to 301 males and 203 females. 

By the above tables we see the amount of goods 
manufactured has decreased during the eight years 
intervening the dates above ; we also find the number 
of shoes has increased by more than seven times, 
while the number of boots is much less. We aoeount 
for the number of hands employed being so much 
less by the introduction of machinery, requiring less 
help to perform the same amount of work. 

In 1855 the amount of goods had greatly increased, 
and the number of both boots and shoes has also in- 
creased in number, and a corresponding number of 
persons employed, which is as follows: Number of 
boots manufactured, 66,956 pairs ; number of shoes, 
694,740 pairs ; value of the same, $724,847 ; number 
of males employed, 692 ; number of females, 484. 

In 1865 the number of boots manufactured was 
103,066 pairs; number of shoos, 1,009,700 pairs; 
number of males euiployod, lOf)!) ; number of feinalcH 
employed, 208. Total value of goods manufactured, 
91,466,900. During the last ten yiuirs we find the 
increase to be 9742,153 in amount; increase in the 
number of boots manufactured, 37,150 pairs ; increase 
of shoes manufactured, 314,960 pairs. 

Among those who have been engaged in the manu- 
facture of boots or shoes, we publish the following 



names: 



Mioah Faxon. 
Col. Bdward Soutliworth. 
Silai Packard. 
Maj. Nathan Ilayward. 
Benjamin Kingman. 
Isaac F. Curiii. 
Noah Cboaman. 
David Howard, 
llonry Howunl. 
(Joorgo W. liryant. 
Thomas A. Ford. 
Charles L. Hauthaway. 
Samuel S. Brett. 
Edward S. Packard. 
Francis M. French. 
William French. 
Ambrose Packard. 
Oliver Leach. 
Oliver F. Leach. 
Marcus Leach. 
Peleg S. Leach. 
Cyrus B. Kingman. 
Martin L. Keith. 
Charles P. Keith. 
Charles Keith. 
Franklin Keith. 
Aru B. Keith. 



George B. Blanclnird. 
George C. Cary. 
Allen Leach. 
Henry Cross. 
Charles R. Ford. 
Riohard M. Fullorion. 
Marcus Holmes. 
Daniel S. Howard. 
F. 0. Huwnril. 
Cyrus Jornogan. 
Fearing W. Bent. 
Frederio Q. Jones. 
George A. Haven. 
0. 0. Patten. 
J. 0. Patten. 
Nathaniel R. Packard. 
Washburn Packard. 
George Sawyer. 
H. B. Packard. 
Enos Reynolds. 
K. L. Thayer. 
George R. Thompson. 
Levi B. White. 
Welcome White. 
Varanes Wales. 
Darius Howard. 
Frederio Howard. 



Albert Keith. 
Howard P. Keith. 
Willard Keith. 
Elmer Keith. 
Thomas Young. 
Thomas Swift. 
B. F. Hayward. 
Samuel D. Keith. 
Horace Bryant. 
WillUm Snell. 
John 0. Knienon. 
Gcorgo Stevens. 
Gardner J. Kingman. 
Howard Reynolds. 
Gardner Reynolds. 
M. V. A J. W. Reynolds. 
George Jjoring A Co. 
B. G. Stutldard. 
B. Cary, Jr. 
W. H. H. Hobard. 
Benjamin F. Reynolds. 
Peres Marshall. 
Russell Alden. 



Howard Tilden. 
John Tilden. 
Calob Howard, Jr. 
David Kldrid, Jr. 
Isaac Pork ins. 
William S. Huntington. 
Alpheus Andrews. 
Robert A. Stoddard. 
Simeon Dunbar. 
Lysander Howanl. 
Geurgo Clark. 
F. O. Tliayor. 
F. A. Thayer. 
Lewis, Whiltier A Griffin. 
Aaron B. Drake. 
Josiah Fuller. 
Arxa Keith. 
George W. Dunbar. 
Bradford Dunl>ar. 
Howard T. Marshall. 
Henry A. Ford. 
Edwin C. Ames. 



During 1865 there was a decided increase in the 
number of manufacturers, and several steam-engines, 
with the requisite machinery for nmkin<; shoes, were 
iiitroducetl. A year or two since McKsrH. A. t^ A. H. 
Keith iiitriMluced a new method of making sIioch by 
new and iiiiprovod iiiacliiiics. This finii w:ih the first 
in the country to adopt nearly all machinery, such as 
pegging, sewing, cutting, scouring, etc. They had a 
large factory at Campello, and another in Raynham, 
where they manufactured a large amount of goods 
for the Southern market, having a store in Pearl 
Street, Boston, for the sale of their goods. This firm 
have retired from business. Martin L. Keith had a 
large establishment for manufacturing goods at Cam- 
pello, and a store in Pearl Street for the sale of his 
goods. His factory was totally destroyed by fire, and 
Mr. Keith is in other business in Boston. 

Among the manufacturers who early introduced 
steam-engines in the manuHicture of boots and shoos, 
was the late Charles Jl. h\>i*d, who erected a very 
large building in the north part of the Centre, on 
Main Street; Daniel S. Howard had a large manu- 
factory on Montello Street, and formerly used a hot-air 
engine for power, now uses steam-power ; F. 0. & F. 
A. Thayer had a largo new engine in their manu- 
factory on Centre Street; Samuel Herrod also intro- 
duced steam-power in his factory, at the north end of 
the city, on Main Street ; George Stevens had a large 
and commodious building for manufacturing boots 
and shoes by steam-power, on Montello Street, Cam- 
pello. This was in 1865. 

The foregoing manufacturers were the first to use 
steam for power ; now they are numbered to over a 
hundred who have steam boilers in the city. 
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Vrobnlily no city in the country lins Ruperior ad- 
vantages or fncilitics fur lunnuracturing boots and 
shoes than the city of Brockton ; the facilities of 
transportation to Boston and New York are conve- 
nient, and workmen of all kinds arc at hand to do 
any amount of labor that may be required. 

In 1835, George W. Bryant manufactured custom 
boots and shoes, and sold leather to manufacturers. 

B. P. Davis commenced the reUiil boot and shoe 
business on Main Street in 1850, and is the oldest 
dealer in that business in the city. Charles D. Brig- 
ham had a boot and shoe store at 423 Main Street. 
Thomas P. Reynolds had a custom boot and shoe 
store ill Central Block, on Centre Street. 

The present retail dealers are Benjamin P. Davis, 
A. M. Niles, E. E. Carll & Co., Oeorge II. Jameson, 
Walter C. Packard, John H. Carr, Sweetzer & Son, 
Thayer & Whitman, T. A. Corcoran, Kent & Hickey. 

We present to the reader the following list of the 
shipments of boots and shoes at different dates, giv- 
ing an idea of the growth and prosperity in that 
leading branch of business of Brockton. A careful 
examination of the tables explain themselves. 

It will be understood that the figures in each col- 
umn represent first the shipments for the week ending 
on the date opposite which they are placed, the foot- 
ings for the month being placed afler the figures for 
the last week in the month. The columns under 
Brockton show the shipments from the whole city, 
including Campello ; those under Campello the ship- 
ments from Campello alone. 

COMPARATIVE BCIIBDULE. 

1878. 1877. 

January 3 1631 1408 

10 1779 1938 

17 3027 3297 

21 2U'I0 .3378 

31 'M2r.— 1.V02 3823— I.V44 

Fcbrimry 7 3730 4774 

14 4159 4449 

21 4402 4810 

28 4710—17,001 6210—19,255 

March 7 4354 6021 

14 4063 6383 

21 4018 6347 

28 4353—10,788 4997—20,761 

April 4 4249 6251 

11 4203 4610 

18 4109 8914 

25 4129—16,690 4081—17,850 

May 2 3896 3,322 

9 3698 3793 

16 .3243 3160 

23 .3026 2922 

30 2573—16,436 2780—16,967 

Juno 2171 2125 

13 2147 2267 

20 1867 2124 

27 1617— 7,832 1709— 8,225 

July 4 1802 1502 

11 1186 1103 

18 1533 1866 

23 2173— 6,604 2249— 6,720 

August 1 2600 3418 

8 3047 2926 



1878. 1877. 

August 15 .3312 3107 

22 3716 3642 

29 3840—16,646 3141—16,134 

September 6 3966 3569 

12 3886 .3708 

19 4126 3178 

26 .3727—15,704 3290—13,740 

October 3 .3S30 3636 

10 2149 1976 

17 3714 2963 

24 3362 2810 

31 2881—16,936 2049—18,334 

NoTombor 7 2318 2000 

14 1943 1279 

21 1660 1106 

28 1624— 7,4.35 1060— 6,444 

December 6 808 810 

12 920 884 

19 974 1262 

26 1286— 3,987 1080— 4,026 

Totals 164,610 154,296 

Number of oases Bbippod in 1876, 142,010. 

1878. 1879. 

, • . , . . 

Drock- Cam- »r«i-i Brock- Cam- t^li 

ton. p«llo. ^*»*»'- ton. pello. ^*»*''- 

Jan. 2 840 691 1631 703 605 1208 

9 1210 669 1779 1162 682 1744 

16 2111 916 3027 1669 872 2631 

23 2129 811 2940 1849 1001 2860 

30 3105 1020 4126 2468 1062 8630 

Feb. 6 2580 1150 3730 2662 1249 .3911 

13 2861 1298 4159 2820 1314 4134 

20 3323 1139 4462 3296 1241 4636 

27 3490 1220 4710 3240 1228 4468 

March 6 3426 928 4364 3086 1419 4606 

13 2936 1127 4063 3387 1463 4840 

20 2865 1163 4018 3682 1480 6162 

27 3001 1.362 4363 3460 1647 6007 

April 3 3105 1144 4249 3666 1467 6022 

10 3177 1026 4203 2962 1279 4241 

17 3313 796 4109 3495 1610 6006 

24 3075 1064 4129 3111 1292 4408 

May 1 2871 1025 3890 8466 1320 4786 

8 2665 1033 .3698 2420 1128 3648 

Totals 52,083 19,452 71,636 62.472 23,049 76,621 

OOMPARATIVE TABLE OF SIIIPIIENTS OF GASES OF BOOTS 

AND SHOES FBOiL 

Brockton. Campello. 

1881. 1880. 1881 1880. 

Jammry 7 :nRI 4M:) 1174 1521 

H 44:U 44H7 1072 l*2iil 

21.... 4076 6291 1600 1546 

28 •4959—17,240 4124—18,746 1526—6,871 1280-6,648 

February 4.... him 37ti2 2Mb 1370 

1 1 A743 30(15 1777 1.323 

18 5572 64>40 1816 i:t:(4 

26..... 0108—23,169 6528-18,184 18U0— 7,443 1494—6,677 

March 4 A068 6901 1906 lOI.) 

11 0243 6927 1046 1680 

18 0316 0(111 1991 1081 

25 0048—26,175 5400—23,380 2121—7,062 1634—0,614 

April 1»... 0521 3807 2117 1501 

8..... 4644 4:«0 1406 1200 

16..... 4899 5075 1002 1622 

22 6573 4849 1704 1600 

20 5:n5— 26,862 4035—22,080 1190—8,084 1422—7,371 

May 0..... 4084 472:i 1848 1809 

13 4920 4100 1880 1306 

20-... 4704 8710 1814 1349 

27 4379—19,053 3685—10,124 1714—7,256 2318—6,841 

June 3 2036 2871 912 032 

10 8421 2980 1213 836 

17...» 3070 3172 1080 1427 

24 2627—11,063 2360—11,383 1076—4,280 756—3,960 

Jnly 1 2991 2263 1008 490 

8 1f«00 1352 606 388 

16 248:J 2200 756 650 

22..... :J476 2757 1136 8.'« 

29>... 4068—14,808 .3000-12,262 1284-4,780 1048—3,316 

August 6 4378 3847 1642 1216 

12..... 6(r7» 4473 1440 1208 

10..... 4780 4566 1881 1316 

«6«... 4086-10,218 4466-17,360 1826-6.788 1411-6,240 
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4 — 

11 

IS 

i 

30..... 



xovuv* ••«••••• ••« 



IMl. 

4sn 

4Q2S 

4IM— M,108 
4M9 
SUM 



sito 

SIM 



46ai 

4647 

aoi4— 1M14 

3746 

aciH 

S4M 
IMl— 11A<T 



ITtt 
ltl5 



1771 
1iO«— 1,716 

liao 



1431 

Ifllt 



1440 
14fll 
12Sft 
1306 
1A0B— 7;0SS 

iior 
iioe 
iffi 

MM— 4jnA 



t24a->iiAtt 

192S 
2M0 
1611 
80QO 

aoxi— 11^ 

SIS,7W 



i&3i 

1531 

lOfiO 
lOM 
M33 
IftSS 

1074— t;ns 



870 
7OS-4,O0i 



017 
017 

8S6— ojno 

644 

700 
733 



on 

810 
1811 
7tf6~4,9n 670-3,^0 



180,400 



74.147 



03^8 



Totel AipMMiti for 1870, 181,872; for 1878, 164,610; for 18n, 164,806; 
for 1876, 148/nO. 



Brockton. 



CSunpdlo. 



Jftoaary 



Fabnuuy 



lUrdi 



April 



6... 
IS... 
80... 
87... 

8... 
10... 
17... 
24... 

S.M 

10... 

17... 

24... 

31... 
7... 

14... 

21... 

88... 
6... 

12... 

10... 

26.. 
2... 
0... 

16... 

23... 

80... 
7... 

14... 

21... 

28... 
Aofuft 4... 

11... 

18... 

26... 

Beptombar I... 

8... 

16... 

22... 

20... 
October 6... 

13... 

20... 

27... 
Nuvombor .'i... 

10... 

17... 

24... 
Dooembar 1... 

16... 
22... 
20... 



Mm, 



Jnno 



Joly 



1882. 

4440 
4466 

4110'i 

6701—10,068 

6606 

6016 

6378 

6600—26,080 

6670 

6806 

7001 

7328 

7162-94,067 

6188 

0077 

6048 

6.117-26,430 

0336 

6UU3 

C410 

6301—18,288 

6176 

4060 

4810 

4102 

8218—28,866 

3201 

2316 

3283 

4106-12,006 

6071 

4063 

6140 

6040-20,704 

62G4 

0412 

6083 

6008 

6642—20,770 

6316 

6140 

4090 

4081—20,430 

4001 

3704 

3407 

2300—14,638 

2016 

2417 

3266 

3804 

8704—16,160 



Totiilt.. 



261,067 



1881. 

3181 

44:U 

4676 

40&0— 17,249 

6676 

6743 

6672 

6168-23,160 

6068 

6243 

6316 

6048 

0621—26,176 

4644 

4809 

6673 

6:116—26,862 

40O4 

4026 

4764 

4370— 19,063 

2636 

8421 

3070 

2627—11,663 

2901 

1800 

8483 

.1476 

4068-14,808 

4.178 

bffjr» 

4780 

4986—19,218 

6246 

4833 

6268 

4622 

4164—24,108 

4640 

3(U0 

:t8ll3 

:t604— 16,178 

319U 

3100 

2022 

2240—11,642 

1026 

2U40 

1611 

3000 

8021—11,667 

218,726 



1882. 

1207 

1761 

2100 

1400— 7,617 

2197 

2086 

2118 

2464—8,861 

2761 

2066 

2401 

2344 

8131—11,993 

10:i8 

1048 

80CI8 

1020—7,800 

1308 

1861 

1701 

1714— 8^68 

1726 

1726 

1744 

1281 

060-7,426 

900 

018 
1022 

17:)3— 6,182 
1920 
1711 
1021 

2109— 7,760 
2402 
2679 
2122 
2t72 

1880—11,116 
1738 
1713 
1778 

100O— 6,887 
1360 
1028 
1278 
1687— 6,237 

971 

918 
1873 
1406 
1177— 6,936 



1881. 

1174 

1072 

1600 

1626-6,871 

2346 

1777 . 

1816 

1806—7,443 

1006 

1046 

1001 

2121 

2117-7,902 

14116 

1608 

1704 

1100— 4t/)84 

1848 

1880 

1814 

1714—7,260 

912 
1218 
1080 

1076-4,280 
1008 

666 

766 
1i:iO 

1281-4,780 
1042 
1410 
1881 

7826—0,788 
1752 
1M16 
1848 

nn 

1604—8,796 
1130 

900 
14:12 

1:104-4,682 
1200 
1200 

879 

762-4,063 

628 

873 

810 
1211 

786-4,303 



02,807 



74,147 



The total tblpmente for 1880 were 189,400; in 1879, 281,372; 1878> 
164,610; 1877, 164,206; 1870, 142,010. 



Brockton. 



Oampello. 



January 



Vebruary 



6... 
12... 
19... 
20... 

8... 

9... 
10... 



1883. 

6109 

6144 

G519 

6490—26,662 

7487 

7046 

8104 



1882. 

4440 
4466 

4982 

6791—19,908 

6606 

6910 

0378 



1883. 

2419 

1811 

2006 

2421— 9,266 

2228 

2G0U 

2776 



23... 7637—81,174 6699—86,689 2800—10,460 



1882. 

1267 

1761 

2100 

249(»— 

2197 

2086 

2110 

8464— 



7,617 



Aprfl 



May 



1. 

0. 
16. 
83. 
3D. 

6. 
13. 
90. 
27- 

4. 
Il- 
ls. 
8ft. 

1. 

8. 
16. 
22. 



7066 

7831 



70M. 



7767— 49/n8 

MM 

•481 



•IM 
8818 



TOTS 
614S 



Jaly 



8. 
13. 
90. 
27. 

3, 
10. 
17. 
24. 
31. 

7. 
H. 
21, 
28. 

6. 

12 

19 

26. 

Moreoiber 2. 

8. 
16 
23 
30, 

7. 
14 
21 
28. 



6611— (3^780 

4880 

6186 

4143 

4208 

4H4S-8a,U8 



•418 

6381-18,98 

6178 

4000 

4810 

4188 



atDl 
2318 



2874 S7C1 

SilS 2U66 

8U8 8401 

2613 SM4 

900-12,887 9431-.|l,88a 

2818 1908 

9833 1018 

9168 9nas 

9148—8^869 1990— 7,808 

Sill 1388 

1861 

1701 

1746— 8,293 1714— •JUg 

1096 1T98 

1078 1716 

1338 1744 

1813 1X81 
2U0|~ 8,656 86«>- 7,4 



October 



. 4718 

.. 4796 

.. 4981 

.. 6617 

.. 6790-86,774 

.. 6997 

.. 6437 

.. 6389 

.. 8108—94,871 

.. 6111 

.. 6060 

.. 6781 



4108—19,808 

6071 

4863 

6140 

6940 



788 

lai 

1727— 6,104 
1670 
1481 
1040 



818 
1888 
1738- 6,189 



1 



6412 



.. 4930 

.. 4176 

.. 4246 

.. 3001 

.. 3661—20,973 

.. 3421 

.. 3016 

.. :i046 

.. 4193—14,574 



6068 

6042— 94JD15 
6316 
6140 

wvw 

4981-20^438 

4061 

3704 

3467 

3306 

2916-17,463 

2417 

2804 
3701—13,241 



8,418 



9196 
2108 

2II8— 8,352 
831 
1863 
1720 

1867— 7,361 
1446 
1018 
1697 
1614 

1380^ 6,826 
1219 
1<r7K 
1328 
1397— 6jfl61 



1711 
1821 
2198 



2878 
9122 
2072 
18MO- 8,863 

irj8 

1713 
1778 
1880— 6,887 

loss 

1272 
1687 

871— 8,906 

918 
i:i73 
1498 
1177— 4,964 



Totab. 



300,au2 



261,ri5l 



09,taM; 



92,367 



8,861 



Tbe total ■bIpinenU for 1881 were 218,796; for 1880, 180,480; 1879, 
181,379 ; 1878, 164,610; ISH, 164,206 ; 1876, 142i)10. 

Brookton as a Boot and Shoe Hannfaotnring 
City. — Brockton is one of the most active and enter- 
prising mannfacturing towns of its siie in Massachu- 
setts. In this city, which comprises the wide-awake 
little village of Campello, there are between seventy 
and eighty slioe manufachircrs, cni)>loyiiig in the 
prosecution of the business in all its different depart- 
ments between four million and five million dollars, 
and from three thousand five hundred to four thou- 
sand operatives or workmen. There is but very little 
ladies' work made hero, but the great bulk Ih men's, 
boys', and youths' congress, Alexis, l^aluionds, and, 
in fact, all the different kinds of men's and boys' 
goods which are sold everywhere. 

Heretofore Brockton has had a reputation of making 
cheap goods, and, while this is still true at the present 
time to a certain extent, it may be said with equal 
truthfulness that she makes whatever the demand is 
for; and while, in these depressed times, the con- 
sumer is obliged to make a dollar go as fur as possible, 
and can only pay for a cheap shoe, her manufacturers 
are on the alert to comply with the demand, and let 
no opportunity escape to convert their leather into the 
kind of goods that will sell in the market. But it 
gives pleasure to note the gradual iuiprovcmcnt and the 
growing inclination on the part of the manufacturers 
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ench year to substitute good solid leather work, made 
*' upon honor/' for the cheap, low-priced goods, filled 
in with what is commonly known as shoddy. In 
1875 this new departure was made in a large way, — 
although previous to this date some fine work was 
made, — and now there are some six or eight large fac- 
tories whose machinery is run altogether on fine, first- 
class work, and the workmen in which are all skilled 
in the higher branches of the business. Brockton 
people are justly very proud at the turn manufactur- 
ing has taken in this direction, and it can be stated, 
without fear of successful contradiction, that some of 
the finest, most *' nobby," and yet serviceable, mcn*8 
goods to be found in the country are turned out at 
this cntorprising shoe centre. Ijooking through the 
stock- and sample-rooms, one is forcibly impressed with 
this radical change from cheap to high-grade goods, 
as the leather used for both " uppers" and '* soles" is 
of the very best quality and tannage, and the " sam- 
ples," in the almost numberless varieties of styles and 
patterns, are certainly worthy to grace, as they do, the 
counters and shelves of many of the first-class boot 
and shoe stores. 

From those early days to the present, the manufac- 
ture of boots and shoes hns been a distinctive business 
with the people of this city, and with the march of 
improvement and the adoption of the modern facilities 
for prosecuting the growing buHiiioss, l^rockton hns 
kf*pt pace, and from a few little ob.senre rooms once 
uh(m1, su])plied with ntdely-conKtructed shocniakerH* 
benches, old-nishioned awls, waxod-cnds, etc., have 
sprung up large two-, three-, and four-story buildings, 
constructed on modern principles and supplied with 
all the latest and most improved machinery known or 
used in the prosecution of the business. Nowhere 
has capital boon more lavishly expended to secure 
the best facilities, and nowhere is a greater degree of 
enterprise manifested to keep up with the times and 
compete successfully with other manufacturing towns 
and cities. 

])aniel S. Howard is one of the pioneers and most 
succcKsful shoe manufacturers in the city of Drocktim. 
lie connnonccd this business about thirty-six years 
ago, with small c^npital, and is imw said to be the 
wi;altliiest shoe manufacturer in the city. Uc has a 
large factory on Montello Street, and employs about 
12.^)0 workmen ; daily ciipacity of factory, 1500 pairs. 

George Elden Keith, one of the leading and most 
succA«isful m an ufactu roll's of Southeastern Massachu- 
pctls, was lM)ni in Oanipello, Feb. 8, 1850. lie re- 
ctMved Ihe educatir)n afl'ordcd by the common and 
hii:li schools of his native town, and was a member 
of the first class at the opening of the high school at 



Brockton. Idleness formed no part of Mr. Keith's 
life. While in school the mornings and nights were 
employed in working at the bench, making boots and 
shoes. Afler leaving school he continued at this 
work until July 1, 1874, when, in company with W. 
S. Oreen, he commenced manufacturing under the 
firm-name of Green & Keith. This copartnership 
continued until 1880, when he disposed of his inter- 
est to Mr. Green and erected his present large fac- 
tory, and has since carried on the business as sole 
proprietor. This is one of the largest boot and shoe 
manufactories in this part of the State, the value of 
the annual product being from six hundred to seven 
hundred thousand dollars, and employing three hun- 
dred hands. It is a representative institution, and 
reflects great credit upon its enterprising proprietor, 
who in the brief period of ten years has gone from 
the bench to the ownership of this immense establish- 
ment. 

Mr. Keith is a Republican in politics, and was a 
member of the first board of aldermen of the city of 
Brockton. He is president of the Campello Loan 
Association, and a director in the Brockton National 
Bank, and also in the Brockton Savings-Bank. In 
religion he is a Congregational ist, and a member of 
the South Congregational Church. 

Oct. 23, 1877, he united in marriage with Anna 
G. Rce<l, daughter of the Hon. W. L. Reed, of South 
Abington, and they havo one child, Elden B., bom 
Oct. 18, 187J). 

Mr. Keith traces his ancestry to Rev. James 
Keith, who came from Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1662. 
He was the first ordained minister in Bridgewater, 
having been ordained in February, 1664. The line 
of descent is as follows: Rev. James, Timothy, 
Timothy, licvi, Benjamin, Capt. Ziba, Franklin. 
Franklin married Betsey, daughter of Paul Bailey, 
of Sidney, Me., and had six children, of whom 
George E. was the fourth. 

George Elden Keith is essentially a self-made man. 
He has gained nothing by mere luck, but everything 
by perseverance and well-digested plans, and the intel- 
ligent application of his energies to the end in view. 
In social life ho is gentlemanly and aflfable, and is one 
of Campello's most enterprising and honored citisens. 

Preston B. Keith traces his ancestry in this coun- 
try to the Rev. James Keith, who came from Aber- 
deen, Scotland, in 1662. He was the first ordained 
minister in Bridgewater. The line of descent is as 
foll(»W8 : Timothy, Timothy, Levi, Benjamin, Charles, 
and Charles Perkins, the father of the subject of this 
sketch, who was born June 20, 1820, and married 
Mary K., daughter of Josiah Williams, Deo. 4, 1843, 
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aod had three children, — Sarah Williams, Preston 
Bond, and Rafus Perkins. 

Preaton Bond Keith was bom in Campello, Oct. 
18, 1847. He was educated at the High School in 
Brockton, and at the age of eighteen went to Beaton, 
and entered the employ of Martin L. Keith, who was 
a shoe manufacturer in Brockton, with a store in 
Boston. Here he remained five and a half years, 
mastering the shoe business. Returning to Brockton 
in 1871, he commenced business for himself in Cam- 
pello, ill a factory which st^Knl on Main Street, where 
he continued three years, when he removed the build- 
ing to Clifton Avenue, and enlarged it. Three years 
later Mr. Keith leased this property and erected hb 
present largo manufactory, which was opened in July, 
1878. At the commencement of business the annual 
product amounted to about ninety thousand dollars, 
and ho employed from thirty, to forty hands. Mr. 
Keith has increased the business until at the present 
time the value of the annual product amounts to over 
four hundred thousand dollars, employing one hun- 
dred and seventy-five persons. A business man, with 
large manufacturing interests to direct and care for, 
Mr. Keith has found but little time to devote to the 
public business. Tie was elected member of the hmn\ 
of aldermen in 1882, and re-elected in 1883. lie is 
a director in the Home National Bank, and has been 
since its organization. He is a director in the street 
railway company, and vice-president of the Cumpello 
Co-operative Bank. He is a Republican in politics, 
and a member of the South Congregational Church. 

Dec. 8, 1869, Mr. Keith united in marriage with 
Eidora Louisa, daughter of Josiuli W. and Margaret 
(Dunlap) Kingman, and they have one child, Allie, 
born April 2, 1877. 

James S. Allen, in East Bridgewater. (See bi- 
ography of) 

Warren A. Howard commenced business in 1870. 
His factory is one hundred by thirty-five feet, four 
stories high. He manufactures about 1200 pairs of 
shoes per day, and employs about 200 hands. 

S. Gardner Jones commenced the manufacture of 
shoes in 1878, and has continued to the present time. 
He employs 100 hands, and the value of the annual 
product amounts to $200,000. Probably there is no 
establishment in the city that manufactures finer goods 
than Mr. Jones. He is a live man and always abreast 
of the times in style. Mr. Jones shows his good taste 
in the care of his manufactory and grounds, which are 
very attractive. 

Burt & Packard, on Pond Street. This firm was 
originally Jones & Packard, and commenced business 
in 1872. In 1875, Fred Packard was solo proprietor, 



afterwards Fred Packard k Co. till 1881, when John 
W. Burt, of New York, was admitted as a paKuer. 
The busineas was started with $5000 capital, and has 
been remarkably succenful, till now tlio firm has a 
capital of $160,000, employing 225 men, manufao- 
turing all kinds of fine goods for retail trade. Thia 
is one of the representative establishments of the 
city. 

Tlie financial agent of this firm is Hon. Edward 
Crocker, son of Pcrei and FnHslove (ThomptmH) 
Crocker. He was bom in Broiikton, March Iti, 1814. 
In his early youth he attended the common schools 
of his native town, and at the age of thirteen en- 
gaged as a clerk in a store at Boston Highlands, 
where he remained five years, and then (1838) 
removing to New Bedford, entered the employ of 
William II. Crocker, a merchant of that city. Ho 
continued with Mr. Crocker until 1837, when he pur- 
chased the establishment and conducted the business 
as sole proprietor until 1842, when, having disposed 
of his dry-goods store, he commenced furnishing sup- 
plies for whaling vessels, there being at that time about 
four hundred hailing from that famous old whaling 
town. In 1849, well remembered as the year of the 
great exodus lo the gold fields of ('ulil^imia, Mr. 
Crocker joined the adventurous pioneers, and going to 
California located in Bcuicia, where, in company with 
Samuel C. Gray, ho commenced general merchandising, 
and hero remained until 1859. In that year ho re- 
turned to New Bedford, and in 1864 to his native 
town, where he has since resided. While in Benieia 
he was chosen one of the trustees of the first female 
academy established in the State of California. 

Mr. Crocker is held in high esteem by his fellow- 
citizens, and has been honored with various positions 
of trust and responsibility. In 1868 he represented 
his district in the State Senate ; has been an assessor 
of the town three years ; was a member of the first 
City Council, and is now one of the commiKsioners of 
the sinking fund. He is a director in the Homo 
National Bank, and has been since its organization, in 
1873. 

Feb. 3, 1840, while residing in New Bedford, he 
united in marriage with Caroline H. Blaekmcr, of 
that city, and they had one child, Edward Leslie, who 
died at the age of four years. 

In 1873, Mr. Crocker became financial agent of the 
firm of Burt & Packard, shoe manufacturers, and has 
continued in that position to the present time, and it 
is only justice to add that no man in the city of 
Brockton has done more than Edward Crocker to 
aid its manufa<;turing onterpriHo.s by C4)unsol and ad- 
vice ; his practical knowledge of business rcndoring 
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liitn nil iinporUiiit factor in this largo and mpidly-iu- 
c'lvasiiip; iiianuraduriiij:; cciitro. 

The Cliarlcs W. Copeland Manufacturing Company 
is a corporation formed under the laws of the com- 
niouwcaltli of Massachusetts, and has succeeded to 
the business of the well-known firm of Charles W. 
Cnpclaiid & Co. This company owns a largo factory 
at Campcllo, five stories high, and well equipped with 
the latest improved machinery. The capacity is from 
80 to 100 cases of boots and shoes every day. 

Martin Wild, Jr. Wild & Robinson founded this 
business in 1869, and one year later it passed into 
the possession of Mr. Wild, who still carries it on. 
Value of annual product at beginning, $30,000; 
present value, $200,000 ; employs 85 hands. 

A. M. Ilerrod & Co. This business was established 
by Reynolds fc Ilcrrod in 1872. In 1874 the firm 
changed to Ilerrod & Grant, which continued until 
1879, when the firm became A. M. Hcrrod & Co. 
In the beginning employed about 30 persons; now 
employ 100. In 1872 the value of the annual pro- 
duct amounted to about $80,000 ; present annual 
product, $175,000. 

Jj. M. Reynolds k Co. Business was commenced 
in 1881 on Montello Street, in Charles Howard & 
Co.'s needle- factory, occupying the two lower floors. 
In the fall of 1883 built a large factory on a private 
way off" from Court Street, just cast of the railroad. 
iim\ ol* factory, one hundred and twenty feet long by 
thirty wide, three stories. Kni[)loy 100 to 150 hands. 
Annual sales amount to $200,000. 

C. F. Porter & Co. This business was established 
in 1865, under the firm -name of Porter & Packard, 
and continued until 1873, when it passed into the 
hands of Mr. Porter, who has since continued it as 
pnlo proprietor, n^taining, however, the firm-name of 
C. F. J*ortcr & Co. Value of annual product, 
$200,000. Employ 125 hands. 

The firm of N. R. Packard & Co. was established 
in 1869. When starting they employed about 40 
hands, and now employ, when running full force, 
about 25t). Their product is from 40 to 50 24-pair 
cases daily. Capt. R. B. G rover became associated 
with Mr. I'ackard in 1872, and severed his connec- 
tion with him in November, 1883, and is now one of 
the firm of M. A. Packard & Co. 

W. S. Green & Co. Business founded by Green 
k Keith in 1874. In 1880, Mr. Green purchased 
Mr. Keith's interest, and the firm became Green, 
Thomas & Green, and one year later W. S. Green & 
Co., consisting of Mr. Green and Myron F. Thomas. 
Value of annual product, $300,000. Employ 250 
hands. 



Flavol B. Keith commenced business in 1873, in 
a factory on Montello Street, and remained there 
until the erection of his new factory, about six years 
ago. In 1873, employed about 50 hands; now, 100. 
Annual sales at commencement, about $75,000 to 
$100,000; now, $250,000 to $300,000. 

Nahum Johnson & Son. Nalium Johnson com- 
menced the manufacture of shoes about thirty years 
ago at South Easton. The present firm was estab- 
lished in 1876. Employ 75 hands. 

E. H. Reynolds commenced business in 1857, and 
continued until 1863, when the firm became Reynolds 
& Parks. In 1866 it changed to Reynolds & Co., 
which continued about five years, when Mr. Reynolds 
became sole proprietor, and has continued as such to 
the present time. Value of annual product at begin- 
ning, about $10,000; present value, $75,000. Em- 
ploys 50 hands. 

L. C. Bliss & Co. established their present busi- 
ness Jan. 1, 1881, and their sales the first year 
amounted to about $100,000. The present annual 
product is $125,000. Employ 60 bands. 

Churchill & Alden, established in 1877, under the 
firm-name of Whitman, Churchill & Alden, and con- 
tinued for five years, then changed to present firm. 
At beginning of business employed about 25 hands ; 
now employ 175, with annual production of 
$400,000. 

Henry M. Kingman commenced business in 1882, 
on Spring Street. In August, 1884, removed to his 
new factory near Court Street. This building is one 
hundred and fifty by thirty-five feet, three stories, 
with basement Employs 150 hands. Capacity, 60 
cases per day. 

Emerson, Weeks & Co. established Dec. 1, 1881, 
and commenced business in MarshaU's factory, on 
Franklin Street. In 1883 removed to their present 
factory on North Main Street In the beginning 
employed about 50 hands, and value of annual pro- 
duct was $100,000; now employ 125 hands, and 
annual product amounts to $200,000. Charles 0. 
Emerson, D. L. Weeks. 

The firm of Stacy, Adams & Co., was established 
in 1875 as Stacy, Adams & Jones. In 1878, Mr. 
Jones was succeeded by Mr. 0. B. Quimby, who had 
been book-keeper for the earlier firm, who associated 
himself with Messrs. Stacy & Adams, and the firm 
took its present name. They employ 225 men and 
women, and manufacture fully 125,000 pairs of shoes 
annually. 

George G. Snow started in business about the year 
1874, in the old marble- works building, corner Main 
and Crescent Streets. Commenced in a small way. 
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with about 15 or 20 hands. He now employs 260 
hands, and the value of his annual product amounts 
to $250,000. 

Jay B. Reynolds began business May, 1874, in 
a room on Pleasant Street; commenced in a small 
way, employing not over 2 or 3 hands. He now em- 
ploys, when running full, from 150 to 175 operatives. 
His annual product amounts to $250,000. 

Keith Brothers commenced business in 1874, in a 
small way, on Chestnut Street, employing at tho time 
8 or 10 hands. Afterwards removed to the Mitchell 
factory, on Clifton Avenue, which was burned. They 
removed to their present location in 1881. This con- 
cern employs at the present time about 50 hands. 
The annual production at commencement of business 
was $25,000, and at the present time, $75,000. 

The busincHS is owned solely by Mr. Edwin Keith, 
although the concern continues under the name of 
Keith Brothers. 

L. E. Keith & Co. commenced business in 1877, 
the firm consisting of L. E. Keith and C. Y. Keith. 
They are located at Campello. 

H. W. Reynolds & Co., founded in 1865, employ 
100 hands. Capacity, 300 pairs per day. 

Marcus Jicach commenced tho shoo business in 
1847, on the old Leach homestead, in a small way, 
and has continued alone to the present time, except 
one year, 1857, when P. S. and Lucius Leach were 
associated with him, under the firm-name of M. k L. 
Leach. 

Jonas Reynolds & Co. This business was established 
by Whitten & Reynolds about 1869. About three 
years Inter Mr. Reynolds purchased his partner's in- 
terest. The present firm consbts of Mr. Reynolds 
and Charles E. Drake. Employ 25 hands, and turn 
out 15 24-pair cases per week. Located at Marshal's 
Corner. 

Packard k Grover commenced business April 1, 
1884, succeeding M. A. Packard k Co. M. A. 
Packard k Co. commenced in December, 1879. 
Previous to that Mr. Packard was in business alone. 
Mr. Orover was formerly firm of N. R. Packard k 
Co. They turn out between 40 and 50 24-pair cases 
per day. Hands employed when running full time, 
from 150 to 200. 

H. F. Marshall commenced business in 1867. 
He now employs 90 hands, and his annual sales 
amount to $150,000. 

Howard k French. F. 0. Howard commenced 
the shoe manufacture in 1852. In 1876 the present 
firm was establbhed. They employ about 125 hands, 
and the annual product amounts to $150,000. 

Eaton k Terry. Business established Aug. 1 , 1 883, 



with about 20 hands employed ; now employ 50 ; 
firm, Charles Eaton, L. B. Terry. 

H. H. Mitchell commenced bosineas Doc. 1, 1882, 
and turned out the first year about $71,000 worth of 
goods ; employed 50 hands ; now employs 75 hands, 
and the value of the annual product amounts to 
$130,000. 

I. A. Beals k Co. Established 1882 as Beals k 
Perkins ; name changed to I. A. Beals k Co. July 9, 
1883, Mr. Perkins retiring from tho business; hand.s 
employed when starting, 60; now employ 150; 
at commencement turned out from 10 to 15 cases per 
day ; now from 25 to 35. 

• Perkins k Joyce. Over in Factory Village, a 
local appellation for one section of the city, Messrs. 
Perkins k Joyce are operating a large factory. Al- 
though a young firm, they have been remarkably suc- 
cessful. Beginning in 1878 with 20 hands, they now 
employ over 125 men and women, and make from 
300 to 500 pairs every day. These two young men 
constitute one of the young and enterprbing firms 
of this city. 

Richard M. Fullerton commenced the manufacture 
of shoes in 1858, being one of the oldest houses in 
the city. Employs 30 hands, with a daily capacity 
of 500 pairs. 

The firm of Whitman k Keith was established in 
August, 1883. The present product is 90 cases per 
week, and the number of hands employed, 50. It is 
composed of W. E. Whitman and D. N. Keith. 

Among other shoe manufacturers are L. C. Ward, 
Jumes Means k Co., D. C. Bird, Thompson Bros., 
Sylvanus Keith, L. M. Ixmuh, llollis Itrus., K. E. 
White, W. L. Douglass, George H. Kingman, I. S. 
Emerson, Houghton k Coolidge, A. W. Jones, Lilly 
k Brackett, D. W. Field, D. B. Closson, I. K. Snell. 



CHAPTER XVIL 

Mills — Manufkotarei — Bridgewater Manufaoturtng Company — 
Shoe-Tool Manafooturera — Tanners — Blacksmiths — Tailors 
and Clothing — Ilattors — Bakers — Saildlers — Wheelwrights 
— Cuo|iurs — Clocks — Watolimakom and .Tcwclors — Miisic:il 
Instruments — Dentists — Drugs and Medicines — Furniture 
Manufacturers — Carpenters — Painters— Masons — Tin-Plate 
and Sheet-Iron Workers — Blacking and Stain Manufacturing 
— Miscellaneous ManuCaoturing — List of Inrentions — Jesse 
Reed. - 

Mills. — During the first settlement of the North 
Parish the attention of the settlers was first directed 
to clearing tho hinds and preparing tho same for ttgri- 
cultural purposes. They very soon, however, erected 
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saw- uiid grist- 111 ills, many of which arc numbered 
among the things that were. 

One of the first mills erected in the North Parish 
was a saw-mill on the dam south of the residence of 
the late Azor Packard, said to have been built by 
Abijah Thayer and others, and was near the main 
street leading from Campello to West Bridgewatcr. 
The remains of the dam are to be seen at the present 
time. We should judge this mill was of small power, 
as it is related of a man who was passing the works, 
while on his way from Bridgewater to Boston, a dis- 
tance of over twenty miles away, the saw was going 
up, and when he returned it was just coming down. 

Previous to 1800 there was a 8aw-mill a short dis- 
tance north of Colons fulling-mill, late Wheeler's tack- 
works, which was owned by Zebcdce Sncll, Parmenas 
Piickard, and others. There was another saw- mill a 
short distance north of the lato John Tilden's resi- 
dence, in the west part of the town, and east of Hay- 
ward Marshall's residence. The mill was owned by 
John Tilden, Nathaniel Manly, and others, in shares. 
About the same time Matthew Kingman and others 
erected a mill where Chandler Sprague's saw-mill 
now stands, in the Factory Village, or Spragueville, 
and was known by the name of Kingman's mill, and 
has been owned by Luke Perkins, Abel and Eli- 
phalet Kingman, Parmenas Brett, John Ritdiie, and 
latdy by O. F. Curtis. 

Col. Caleb Howard built a mill near his furnace 
on Pond Street, which h:us been owned by his heirs 
ever since, and is now used for sawing box-boards, 
shingles, etc. 

The first grist-mill in the town was erected on the 
spot now occupied by Ellis Packard & Co. It was 
built by John Packard, and owned by him for many 
years, and aflorwanls chsinged hands, as follows: 
Bridgewater Manufacturing Company, Tyler Cobb, 
Joslyn & Keith, Bela Keith, A. B. Wheeler, Lewis 
Keith, and Ellis Packard & Co. Deacon Zenas 
Packard was miller for a long time at this mill, and 
was well known as the ** honest miller." The present 
steam works were ercct^id by Bela and Lewis Keith 
a few yeai-s since, and are used for planing, box- 
making, grist-mill, and the manufacture of shoe 
tools. It is situated quite near the village, on the 
road leading from thence to Abiugton, and is a valu- 
able property, being near the railroad. There was 
another grist-mill, erected by John Tilden, and after- 
wards rebuilt by John Brett, in the west part of the 
town, near the turnpike ; the mill sUtod for many 
years, and was occupied by Lewis A. Kingman as a 
wheelwright-shop. 

The Bridgewater Manufacturing Company owned 



a grist-mill situated on the north side of Crescent 
Street, and near Mr. Spraguo's office, which they 
purchased of Messrs. Abel Kingman, Nehemiah Lin- 
coln and others. There is another grist-mill near 
where Col. Caleb Howard's furnace stood, on Bel- 
mont Street, a short distance from the Centre Vil- 
lage, now owned by Thomas J. and Welcome How- 
ard. 

In the early settlement of the parish it is said there 
was a windmill, the only one in town, situated on the 
hill north of the late Eliphalet Kingman's residence, 
on the locality known as " Windmill Hill," probably 
owned by Matthew Kingman & Co., and used as a 
grist-mill. 

Manufactures. — One of the first manufacturing 
establishments in the North Parish was the forgo 
erected and carried on by Ensign Constant South- 
worth, which stood on or near where Sprague's mill 
now stands. Mr. South worth was a practical work- 
man, having served a faithful apprenticeship at the 
business, and did a large business at smelting iron 
ore for the people in that vicinity. There was a large 
amount of ore dug in the westerly part of the town 
in the early settlement of the parish, and he had as 
much as his power could do. A short time since, in 
removing the old road-bed across Sprague's Pond, 
quantities of cinder and iron scraps were found that 
came from these works. These works changed hands 
several times, among whom we find Alpheus and Par- 
menas Brett conyeycd all right, title, and interest in 
and to the trip-hammer or water-shop to the Bridge- 
water Manufacturing Company July 26, 1813. 

At one time Messrs. James and Luke Perkins man- 
ufactured muskets, small anchors, scythes, shovels, 
plow-points, etc., at this place. During the year 
181.3 the above-named manufacturing company pur- 
chased all the shops and mills contiguous to the forge 
for the purpose of erecting a large cotton- and woolen- 
factory. The following is a copy of the original sub- 
scription paper, showing the names of stockholders : 

"BltllHlRWATKIt MANirPAGTUUIirG CoMPANr. 

"liRilKlKWATKR, Maj 13, 1813. 

** Wo, tho RiiUsoribore, proposing to ongago in tlio inantiroo- 
turo of wool and cotton, do agroo to form ourRolvos into a com- 
pany, bj the name of the Bridgewater Wool and Cotton Manu- 
facturing Company ; nnd for carrying into effect said object we 
prnpoflo Bfi a capital oif;lit thousand dollars, to bo divided into 
forty shares, and we sererally pledge ourselves to defray the 
expense arising on the number of shares annexed to our indi- 
vidual names : 






No. of 
SliaroM. 

Kliphalot lioach 1 

Afartin Kingman 1 

Thoiiiim Wales 2 

Alvan Perry 1 



Mo. of 
SliarM. 

Bela llayward 

RIlis Holmes , 

Joif^ph SilvoNlor, tir ] 

Daniel Amos 1 



1 
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No. of 
Stmnni. 

1 

I 



No. of 
Sliarfli. 

Puuiol Altlon I 

PiMkaril A Porkiiit, Jr 1 

l)Mvi« Ptiok»nl 1 

TlloyOiiry 1 

lloituii Allien 1 

MioabSliaw 2 

Howard Packard 1 

Samuol BattiM 2 

Packard A Souihworth 1 

Jeremiah Beala, Jr 1 

John Kitchie 1 

Daniel Ford 1 

Joel Briggs 1 

Richard Thayer 2 

John Kitchie 2 

Andrew Kitchie 2" 



Charlofl Sii«ll 

Nathaniel Hiiell 

Jonathan Keynoldn 1 

huvid lloyuuIdH 1 

Abul Kiugutaii .'{ 

Perci Southworth I 

Ichabod Howard 1 

Thomas Thompson 1 

Isaiah Packard 2 

Packard A Ames 1 

Benjamin Keith 1 

Peres Crocker 2 

8cth Snow 1 

Alpheus Brett. I 

Parmenas Brett 1 

Micah Faxon 1 

Joel Ames 1 

The following is the act of incorporation as granted 
by the Legislature of Massachusetts : 

''BninnKWATKR Manupacturinq Company. 

"June 14, 181. S. Al^el Kingman, Thomas Thompson. Isaiah 
Packard, Porex Crocker, Miotili Shaw, Tcliahod Howard, and 
Samuel Battles, together with such as nmy associate with them, 
were incorporated into a manufacturing company for (he pur- 
pose of making cotton and woollen cloth and yarn, in the town 
of Bridgewater, with power to hold Real Estate to amount of 
fifty thousand, and personal estate not exceeding one hundred 
thousand, as may he necessary and convenient for the purposes 
as above namod." 

This company continued to manufacture until March 
10, 1837, when the corporation name was changed to 
Kitchie Manufacturing Company. 

Mr. Ritchie continued to manufacture for several 
years, and sold the factory, with all their power and 
privileges, to Chandler Sprague, Esq., who, soon after, 
converted the building into a manufactory of shoe- 
lasU and wood-turning establishment. 

At the time the forge of Mr. Southworth was in 
successful operation, there was a furnace erected by 
a few individuals of the town, which stood on or near 
the works of the late Col. Caleb Howard, more re- 
cently known as Howard's mill, where large quanti- 
ties of hollow-ware were manufactured. The works 
were afterwards given up on account of the scarcity of 
wood. Mr. Bowdoin, of Boston, bought the furnace, 
which was successively owned by Col. Hobart, of 
Abington ; Mr. Perry, of Easton ; Qeorge Howard, 
of Bridgewater ; and later by Col. Caleb Howard and 
Thomas J. & Welcome Howard. The building has 
since been used by various parties for manufacturing 
purposes, mostly shoe-tools, and sawing of box-boards. 
This mill was near the corner of Pond and Belmont 
Streets. 

About the year 1790, Benjamin Silvester built a 
mill on Salisbury River, near the residence of Galen 
Packard, for a fulling-mill. He sold his interest to 
his brother, Seth Silvester, who was succeeded by 
John Wales, who established a carding-mill. Mr. 
Ephraim Cole bought the privilege of Mr. Wales, and 



continued till 1825, when he sold out to Qalen Pack- 
ard, who soon conimcnood manufacturing ship-HpikuH, 
nails, and all kinds of ship-work, using a trip-ham- 
mer. Mr. ]^lckard H<ild out lo JofTttrHun liiNlNU), who 
came from Canton, and began to manufacture hay 
and manure forks. B. F. Wheeler has recently pur- 
chased the works, and manufactured small nails, tacks, 
shoe-nails, and carpet tacks. Benjamin Franklin 
Kingman succeeded Mr. Wheeler, and the works 
have been successfully conducted by William W. 
Cross for several years. 

About the year 1814, James Easton & Sons built 
a dam, erected a building, and commenced manufac- 
turing spikes, axes, adzes, plane-irons, chisels, bar- 
iron, axles, etc., a short distance north on the same 
stream. They continued businofis for about six years 
and failed. Caleb and Sylvnnu.s Easton continued the 
business for ton years longer, under the name of C. & 
8. Easton, when they retired. 

Lower on the stream and just south of Pleasant 
Street, Sidney Perkins manufactured hay and man- 
ure-forks. He was in that business but a few years, 
and sold out to Ilcxckiah Simmons, and lie was huc- 
ceoded by Nathaniel B. Harlow in the same business. 
Scvenil years since there was a mill situated on Trtmt 
Brook, a short distance south of Howard Street, that 
leads to East Randolph. The remains of the dam 
are in existence at the present day. The flowage of 
this meadow was for a long time a source of litigation 
in the county courts. 

E. D. & 0. B. Reynolds used a portion of this fac- 
tory for the manufacturing of agricultural implements 
till they removed to near Court Street, and became 
interested in the Reynolds Plow Company in 1882. 

About the year 1836, William Perry was engaged 
in the manufacture of brassware and castings ; his 
foundry was situated near where Faxon's awl manu- 
factory was located. Several years since Mr. Chand- 
ler R. Humphrey conimunced making gnive-stones 
at the shop of John Wales, corner of Main and Bel- 
mont Streets, now owned by Rufus P. Kingman. 
Since that time Sidney S. Green came to town, and 
was engaged for a time in that business on Centre 
Street. Soon after George W. Bryant, Esq., became 
associated with him in business, under the firm-name 
of Bryant k Green, in Central Block. Mr. Bryant 
continued alone in the business for a time, on the 
corner of Main and Crescent Streets. 

In the spring of 1845, Messrs. George B. Dunbar 
and Cakes S. Soule became associated in business, 
under the firm-name of Dunbar & Soule, for the sale 
of all kinds of lumber, on the corner of Montollo and 
Court Streets, near the railroad. In 18G2 the firm 
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wnfl dissolved, Mr. Dunbnr retiring. Since tbnt time 
Mr. 8oulo 1i:is continued in tlio Imsincfts ns t)orore. 

HurnalinH Kdson ninnnfachired tlic \^vi^i (piality of 
log )>unip8 at his residence, in the eastern part of the 
town, on Pine Street. He afterwards moved to the 
Centre Village. 

Tanners. — Probably tlie first tanner in the North 
Parish (now Brockton) was William Shaw, who had 
a tannery southwest of the house now occupied by 
Lawrence Copcland, in the easterly part of the town. 
His son, Micah, succeeded him in business, which was 
given up many years ago. He manufactured upper- 
and sole-leather. Levi Keith carried on the tanning 
business ; also his son, Benjamin, succeeded by Capt. 
/iilNi Krilli, east of Main Street in (-anqiollo. near 
where Montello Street now is. Maj. Daniel Cary liad 
a tannery south of Belmont Street, next to the river. 
Israel Packard was his successor. Nathaniel W. 
Stoddard was a manufacturer of patent-enameled 
leather in the north part of the village, on Montello 
Street. 

Blacksmiths. — One of the lii*st things done after 
the making of iron from the ore in this town, was the 
making of nails by hand. This branch of manufac- 
ture was one of the most prominent of any in the 
town. It furnished employment for a large number 
of boys and men. At first, they were forged singly ; 
and as the machines for cutting and heading were in- 
troduced, hammered nails went out of use. Nearly 
every farmer had a nail-shop for his boys to occupy 
their leisure time, when not engaged upon the farm. 
Indeed, nail-shops were as common as shoe-shops are 
at the present day. Upon the introduction of ma- 
chines for cutting and heading nails, — which were in- 
vented by Col. Jesse Heed, a native of the town, — 
the business of making nails was confined to different 
manufacturing companies, and were made in large 
quantities at a much lower price. We now find in 
the town only here and there a blacksmith-shop, for 
shoeing cattle and horses, and other job-work. Among 
the blacksmiths in the parish were Capt. Jesse Per- 
kins, who had a shop near where Col. E. Southworth's 
store now stands. Asa Howard had a shop nearly 
opposite Centre Street. Capt. Anthony Dike had a 
shop near the Alva Noyes place, on the road to 
Abington. He made the first shovels in the vi- 
cinity, at about the time the " Ames" commenced 
in Easton. Josiah Perkins had a shop on Summer 
Street, opposite the residence of Nahum Perkins, who 
became his successor in that business. Alpheus Brett 
had a shop in Factory Village (now Spraguo's). Ho 
manufactured bar-iron, plow-points, hanies, hoes, etc. 
Nehemiah Lincoln was also in the same business in 
44 



that village, manufactured cart and harness trim- 
mings, hanics, hoes, scrapers, plow-point«, etc. Bo- 
side^ these, the traders of the town bought iron rods, 
and let them out to be made, by the pound, in the 
same manner as leather was let out to be made into 
shoes. Messrs. Ide & Trow commenced business on 
the spot where Waldo Bradford, who succeeded that 
firm, carried on business till 1845, when he sold out 
to Tyler Cobb, who conducted the business ten years. 
In 1865 he sold out to Mr. Bradford, who has con- 
tinued for a long time, and associated with him Mr. 
Allen Crocker, of East Stoughton, who at length be- 
came sole proprietor. Sumner A. Hayward, of 
Kingston, commenced on Main Street several years 
since. His shop was nearly opposite where the Whit- 
man school- house now stands, south of his dwell- 
ing, and on the present road-bed leading to Campello, 
and in the south part of the village. He sold to 
Charles W. Strout, of Brookline, who was succeeded 
by Hiram F. Peck. 

There was a blacksmith-shop erected on Montello 
Street east of the residence of the late Capt. Ziba 
Keith, conducted by Patrick Donnovan, which has 
since been given up. 

Lorenzo Wade had a blacksmith-shop in the 
" West Shares," or Northwest Bridgewater (now 
Huntington Heights, Seventh Ward), opposite the 
residence of the late Isaac Packard, which was after- 
wards removed to its present location, occupied by 
Orrcn Wade, on the turnpike leading to Stoughton. 
The business is now carried on by Albert K. Wade. 

B. C. Snell erected a shop near Sprague's factory, 
about 1853, and was succeeded by A. D. Tyler, and 
later by S. W. Haley. 

Shoe-Tool Manufacturers. — For a long time 
North Bridgewater Inis been celebrated for the excel- 
lence of her shoe-tools and awls, lasts, and boot-trees, 
shoe-knives, spoke-shaves, rolling-machines, etc. 

Among the first to inrro<luco this kind of goods in 
the town were Ephraim Howard & Co., who made it 
a special branch of business ; they occupied the build- 
ing now used by Messrs. Howard, Clark & Co. as a 
furniture wareroom, using steam-power.' They man- 
ufactured hammers, presses, wheels, spoke-shaves, 
knives, punches, awl-handles, etc. 

Charles Howard and Lewis Fisher have since manu- 
factured the same kind of goods under the firm-name 
of Howard & Fisher. J. B. Munn conducted that kind 
of business for sovcnd years, — since removed to 
Stoughton. Sidney Perkins has also made shoe- 
knives, hammers, and patent grindstones, etc. Tyler 



> Probably this was iho firit ■toam-engine used in the town. 
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Cobb coiniiienccd manufacturing shootools in 1845, 
6uoh 08 liauiniora, awltf, spoke-slmvos, steel compiutfteB,* 
brad-awls, and chopping-knives. Qeorge Willis 
manufactured this kind of goods for a time, until he 
removed to Worcester. 

Since the introduction of American awls in this 
country there has been a large amount manufactured 
in this town, by Mr. William Faxon, Charles Lincoln. 
Josiah S. Lincoln, and Charles B. Lincoln, who is 
now engaged in that business. Millions of sewing- 
and pegging-awls are sent to various parts of the 
country from this town every year. 

David Peeler manufactured shoe-tools in Howard's 
mill in 183G, when removed to Boston. J. Wallace 
Packard commenoed manufacturing stitching- and 
machine-needles for all kinds of sewing-machines in 
March, 1858. Sndl & Athcrton manufacture a 
variety of shoe-tools, spoke-sliavcs, etc., in Ellis Pack- 
ard & Co.'s mill. 

William Hall manufactured shoe-pegs at the mill 
on Howard Street several years since. John W. 
Kingman has furnished the shoemakers with machines 
for rolling leather, and shoe-benches, as well as coal- 
sifters, washing-machines, and patent roofing. Wil- 
liam 8. Gay and Jabess Qay niunufactured l^odKlcuulH, 
chopping-knives, and awl-handles at the old mill 
known as Packard's grist-mill, or Keith's mill. 

In 1836, Chandler Sprague, Esq., commenced 
making lasts and boot-trees in the mill owned by T. J. 
& W. Howard, well known as Howard's mill. In 
1837 ho purchased the right of UNiug Thomas Blan- 
chard's machine for turning irregular forms. He 
continued in that mill until 18d2, doing a small busi- 
ness, which has increased to a large and profitable 
branch of manufacturing. He purchased the build- 
ing and power known as the '* Old Cotton Factory," 
owned by Mr. Bitchie, and converted it into a manu- 
factory ; and, although he has been highly prospered 
in his business pursuit, yet he continues to give his 
personal attention to the detail of his business, and 
has added several branches to his original calling. E. 
Sumner Snell manufactured shoe-tools in his factory, 
also manufactured machinery, under the firm- name of 
E. S. Snell & Co., Mr. Sprague being the special 
partner. 

Wilbor Webster commenced manufacturing shoe- 
knives, near Sprague's, in 1863. Mr. S. Y. Tuck also 
manufactured shoe-knives, carving-knives, etc., of a 
Superior quality. 

Harrison Smith manufactured bedsteads in the old 
mill known as Keith *s mill. Archibald Thompson 
made the first spinning-wheel in the country ; lived 
near where John Thompson now resides. His pos- 



terity have continued to make wheels since that time. 
Jonas Beynolds also made spinning-wheels in the 
'* West Shares." Moses Cary made hay-rakes in the 
northeast part of the town. 

Sweetser & Merritt started in business on High 
Street, under the name of William A. Sweetser, 
March 1, 1869. Afterwards removed to corner of 
Centre and Montello Streeta, and continued under the 
present title, Sweetser & Merritt, Aug. 1, 1878. 
Manufacture shoe machinery and upright drills. 
Employ 20 men. 

Snell & Atherton, manufacturers of shoe-tools, heel- 
shaves, etc. This branch of industry was founded by 
Yaranus Snell and Lemuel Atherton in 1853. Mr. 
Atherton died in 1860, and was succeeded by Henry 
H. Atherton, who continued in the firm about seven 
years. Since that time Mr. Snell hum conducted the 
business as sole proprietor, retaining, however, the 
original firm-name. Employ 38 hands. 

Before the invention of Blancbard's machine for 
turning irreguhir forms, lasts and boot-trees were made 
by hand. Nathaniel Wales was probably the first 
person in the town engaged in that buHiuess. llol>ert 
A. Stoddard, Marcus Shaw, and Chandler Sprague 
have Kinco botui engaged in liiat lino (»f nianuraelun*. 
When Chandler Sprague began to manufacture by 
machinery, there was no use for lasts made by hand. 
Those made by machinery have become one of the 
great improvements of the age, and so far surpass 
those made by hand as to quality that there are no 
others in the market. 

Tailors and Clothing. — It was the custom in the 
early settlement of the tu\rn for ladies to cut and 
make gentlemen's garments. After a time men cut- 
ters went from house to house making clothes enough 
for the year at one time. The first tailor in Brockton 
was Nathaniel Snell, who went out to work for twenty- 
five cents per day and board. John Slianklaiid wtiH 
the next tailor; then came Michael O^Ncil, who 
opened a tailoring-shop in the '* West Shares" (now 
*< Brockton Heights"), and afterwards in the store 
afterwards occupied by Col. Nathan Jones, in South- 
worth's building, in the Centre. Elislia B. Bumpas 
came from Warehani in September, 1 838, and opened 
a clothing-shop in the building then owned by Arza 
Leonard, opposite Henry Cross' shoe manufactory, on 
the east side of Main Street, now the site of ^* Mer- 
cantile Block ;" he afterwards removed to a room over 
Robinson's dry-goods store, from this place he re- 
moved to Howard, Clark & Co.'s building. Luther 
W. Durant was a tailor in 183G two doors south of 
Patriot ofllce, on the site of the ** Merciintile Block." 
William Ryder came from West Bridgewater and 
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ciirried on tho uicrcIiaDt-tniloriiig business for several 
ycsiw ill liis buiUliiit; on Main Street, where Jlyder's 
block now stands. Edward 0*Noil was employed as 
a foreman in Messrs. Brett & Kingman's tailoring 
department in 1849 in Kingman's brick block. In 
1859 he became associated with Mr. James B. Samp- 
son, for the purpose of conducting tho merchant- 
tailoring business in Tyler Cobb's building, on Main 
Street, under the firm-name of O'Neil & Sampson. Mr. 
Sampson retired from the firm in 1861 and went into 
the army. Mr. 0*Neil continued in business alone 
till 1864, when he removed to Alexandria, Ya., and 
afterwards removed to Providence, R. I., where he 
now resides. Walter Scott came to town from Boston 
ill 1S(»(), was employed by Mr. O'Neil for four years, 
and afterwards conducted the merchant-tailoring busi- 
ness on his own account. George E. Wilbour came 
from Wareham in 1859, and was connected with 
Henry A. Brett in the clothing business. L. W. 
Wade and Daniel F. Leonard were in town several 
years since and made ganiicnts. Most of the larger 
dry-goods stores have a journeyman tailor connected 
with their establishments and manufactured custom 
goods, therefore it would be impossible to note all the 
changes that have occurred. Peter F. Hollywood 
came from Wareham, and was employed in Brett & 
Kingman's store for several years, and afterwards 
opened a tailoring establishment on his own account 
in Ellis J. Morton's building, now occupied by B. U. 
Clapp, on Main Street, and is now doing business 
op))osite the " (Jazette Building." Daniel Logue had 
a tailor-shop opposite Southworth & Noyes' grocery 
store, on Main Street, for a short time. In January, 
1854, George E. Bryant opened a clothing store in 
D. F. Studley's building, and in 1855 Henry L. 
j^ryaiit was associated with him in the business, under 
the firm-name of G. E. & II. L. Bryant ; aderwards oc- 
cupied extensive rooms on the present site of " Bryant's 
Block," now used as a post-office, at the corner of 
Main and Centre Streets. This firm continued in 
trade for a long time, doing a very successful and 
profituhlo hii8ini*Hs. Since that time Henry A. Brett 
has opened another clothing store in Bixby's block, 
where ho is doing a largo and highly lucrative business. 

Messrs. Brett & Kingman, David Cobb, H. W. 
Robinson, W. P. Howard, and other traders, have 
usually kept ready-made clothing; thus the public 
have always had unsurpassed facilities for obtaining 
the best custom garments and the cheapest. 

The Boston Clothing Company is doing business in 
the " Home Bank Building," Henry A. Brett, manager. 

Howard k Caldwell are in the same business in 
" Kingman's Block." 



Henry E. Lincoln & Co., in " Bixby's Block," are 
doing a good business in the clothing line ; McElroy 
& Cushman, in *' City Block," and the " Massasoit 
Clothing House," Edward S. Lincoln, proprietor, on 
Main Street. 

This business has been among the leading branches 
of trade in the city, and those engaged in the same 
have been successful merchants. 

Hatters. — The first hatter in the town was Perez 
Crocker, who conducted business near where David 
Howard's boot manufactory recently stood, in the 
north part of the village. He was succeeded by Capt. 
John Battles, and he by Ellis J. Morton. There is 
no hat manufactory in the town at the present time i 
customers are supplied at the various stores in tho 
town, of which there are many, as before seen. 

The principal dealers in this lino of goods now are 
Henry E. Lincoln & Co., in " Bixby's Block," How- 
ard & Caldwell, in " Kingman's Block," Tolman 
Brothers, in *< Washburn's Block," and Charles 
Emory, in the same building. 

Bakers. — B. C. Hatch and Cyrus Packard (2d) 
commenced the baking business about 1830, and con- 
tinued about three years in the building that had 
formerly been used as a school-house, on the lot now 
occupied by the bank building south of the hotel. 
In 1833, Mr. Packard sold his interest to Mr. Hatch. 
In 1834, David Wilder and Mr. Hatch were associated 
together in the bu.siness, under the firm-name of Hatch 
&. Wilder. Shortly aRer that time Mr. J. C. Wilder 
purchased Mr. Hatch's interest in the business, and 
the firm was changed to J. C. k D. Wilder. After- 
wards J. C. Wilder sold to John W. Hunt, who has 
continued with Mr. Wilder, under the firm-name of 
Hunt & Wilder. Their business was very successful, 
and in 1856 they erected a new and more commodious 
building, using horse-power for mixing, stamping, and 
cutting crackers, bread, and small cakes. 

A Mr. Buckley conducted the baking business at the 
old stand afterwards used by Hunt k Wilder, on Cres- 
cent Street. Several years since Parmenas k Simeon 
Brett did a small busiiiesfl for a short time in tho 
Factory Village. F. B. Washburn makes nice cake 
and fancy pastry at his refectory on Main Street, on 
the present site of the *' Washburn Block ;" also con- 
fectionery of all kinds and fancy baking. 

Mr. Washburn has within a few years erected a 
large brick building in the rear of his block, where 
he does the largest wholesale and retail business in 
baking and confectionery in Plymouth County. 

Felix Kaiser does a fancy cake and pastry baking 
on Pleasant Street, with a store in Tyler Cobb's 
building. 



692 



HISTORY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



Oeorge E. Bates, bread and eake baker, is doing 
bnaineas on Montello Street, near South Street, Cam- 
pello. 

Saddlers. — In tlio days wIkui every one traveled 
on horseback the saddler's business was a prominent 
trade. After the introduction of wheel carriages 
harness-making was added to their trade, also trunk- 
making. Among those who have conducted this 
trade are Seth Snow, a short distance below the 
bridge on the road leading to Campello, in the Isaac 
Keith House; Elbridge H. Packard, in the north 
part of the village ; also Nathaniel H. Cross, in 1836, 
in the Centre Village. A few years since A. M. 
Leavitt came from East Bridgewater, and located 
where George W. Bryant's marble works were, 
corner of Main and Crescent Streets. Lemuel T. 
Bird is now doing busincsH on High Street. A Mr. 
Bartlett opened a harness-shop on School Street about 
1864. William H. Flagg, Leighton & Co., and 
Thomas Finnerty are now in that line of business. 

Wheelwrights. — Abel Kingman, Esq., was one of 
the oldest wheelwrights in the parish. He made ox- 
wagons, carts, wooden plows, rakes, etc. Zuchuriah 
and Zebedee Snell made wooden plows, rakes, and 
grain-cradles, etc., in the northwest part of the town. 
Jabez Kingman, son of Abel Kingman, lilsq., had a 
wheelwright-shop on Centre Street, near Shaw's Cor- 
ner. Kuel Richmond had a large and commodious 
carriage man u factory on the corner of Main and 
School Streets, which was the principal shop in town 
for several years. John C. H. Eaton had a wheel- 
wright-shop on Prospect Hill. Mason Sc Fletcher 
manufactured carriages and did job-work on High 
Street. From 1852 to 1855, Tyler Cobb manufac- 
tured carriages, etc., on High Street. Waldo Brad- 
ford & Co. also manufactured carriages on High 
Street. Lyman E. Tribou had a wheelwright-shop 
in the Factory Village, or " Salisbury Square," oppo- 
site A. D. Tyler's blacksmith-shop, and Lewis A. 
Kingman has a shop on Liberty Street, near Tilden's 
Comer, otherwise known as " Marshall's Comer," in 
the west part of the city. I. R. Cozsens, James 0. 
Macomber, and Lurin Snow are now the principal 
wheelwrights in the city. 

Coopers. — Daniel Pettingill made tubs, pails, 
churns, etc., at the place occupied by the late John 
W. SucU, on South Street. Lemuel Terrill carried 
on the coopering trade at cho James Willis Place, 
opposite Arnold Kingman's. Joseph Whiton made 
nail -casks, tubs, dye- vats, churns, cheese-hoops, etc., 
in the Factory Village. He removed to Hingham. 
Lemuel Terrill, Jr., and Jacob Dunbar made nikes, 
measures, soythe-handles, mop- and broom-handles, 



etc. Jonas Reynolds made spinning-wheels, wooden 
plows, rakes, eto., in the '' West Shares," now '* Brock- 
ton Heights." 

Clookf. — Previous to 1800, Ksokicl UochI made 
clocks near where Alphens Holmes resided, on 
Belmont Street, in Downingville. Also, several 
years since, Rodney Brace came from Torrington, 
Conn., and commenced the manufacture of small 
wooden clocks at the West Shares, or Northwest 
Bridgewater, now Brockton Heights, with Isaac 
Packard. They sent them to all parts of the country 
in wagons, and were among the first to introduce 
small clocks. 

The late David F. Studley was the principal dealer 
in these goods for a long time. 

Luther Studley, Gurney Brothers, Herman Hew- 
ott, and Sumner Ciiss are the present dealern, in c^ni- 
nection with watches and jewelry. 

Watoh-Makers and Jewelers. — David F. Stud- 
ley came from Hanover, Mass., in September, 1834, 
and made watches and jewelry, also repaired all 
kinds of clocks, in the building now occupied by him. 
He afterwards erected a new and more c<}niinmli(>us 
building south of Samuel Howard's house, where he 
became asHoeiated with his brother, liUther Studley, 
in the business ; he aflerwarda sold out his interest 
to his brother and retired from business. At the 
time Mr. Studley came to the town there was no es- 
tablishment of the kind in the vicinity. Since that 
time there have been other establishments of the 
same description, among whom is Augustus Mitchell, 
who leil town in 1862 and removed to Provincetown. 
Ilennan Ilewett oinne from liridgewater to the town 
in the autumn of 1863, and is now in business in 
Tyler Cobb's building, 421 Main Street. Lysander 
F. Ourney came from Abington and opeiie<! a store 
in D. F. Studley 's building a short time since. Lu- 
ther Studley was at the old stand of D. F. Studley & 
Co., on Main Street, and is now located on School 
Street. 

Mosioal Instruments.—This town has been noted 
for the excellence of the musical instraments manu- 
factured in the town. Caleb H. Packard was the first 
person in the town that engaged in the nmuufaeture 
of musical instruments. He commenced the business 
of making melodcons in 1839, and was the first to 
introduce piano-keys to those instruments, which was 
a great improvement. 

A few years since Calvin Hatch, Nelson J. Foss, and 
Isaac T. Packard were associated together, under the 
firm-name of Packard, Foss & Co., for the purpose of 
manufacturing serapliinos, melodcons, and recti organs. 
This firm was in business for several years over the 
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store formerly occupied by B. Swain, and previously 
occupied by Sidney Packard in Campello, now tbe 
provision store of Lucas W. Aldcn. 

Mr. A. B. Marston commenced making musical 
instruments in July, 1855, in the shop that had for- 
merly been occupied by Caleb H. Packard. Mr. 
Marston purchased the stock and interest of Mr. 
Packard, and conducted business at the old stand till 
the building and contents were destroyed by Arc, 
Sept. 2, 1858. Mr. Marston then erected a new and 
commodious building on Depot Street, Campello, in 
January, 1859, where he continued to manufacture 
the best quality of instruments for several years. He 
is now manufacturing cabinet organs on Montcllo, 
near South Street. Messrs. Isaac T. Packard and 
Edmund Packard were engaged in the same kind of 
business for several years, in the rooms over L. D. 
Hervey*s house-furnishing store, in the Centre, oppo- 
site Centre Street. Edmund Packard afterwards con- 
tinued the business alone till May 1, 1862, when he 
sold to Philip Reynolds, of Stoughton, who was en- 
gaged in that line of business for several yeai*s. 

Dentists. — The first person who did anything in 
the way of dental operations (except tooth-pulling, 
which was usually done by the physicians) was Dr. 
J. L. Lyman, who usually came to town once a year, 
and did all there was to be done in that line. It soon 
incr<MiH(Ml lo Huch an oxl^uit as to ninko it a perma- 
nent local business. Dr. Julius Thompson next 
occupied an office over D. F. Studlcy's jewelry store. 
He was succeeded by Dr. George R. Whitney, who 
came from Provincetown May 1, 1854. The next 
person in the business was Dr. Loring W. Puffer, 
who came from Stoughton, and occupied an office in 
1)rayton\s building on Main Street. He now hits his 
offitw on (Sroen notir Main Street. The next person 
engaged in that calling was Dr. Josiali E. Packard, 
who commenced in August, 1856 ; he had an office 
over Benner & Co.*s dry-goods store on Main Street. 
He is now located in his own block, corner Main and 
East Elm Streets. 

Those engaged in that business at the present time 
arc Dr. J'uflcr, Packard Brothera, E. J. Thompson, J. 
J. Vincent, Edward S. Powers, Henry H. Filoor, 
George D. Burnet, W. J. Currier, Fred. S. Faxon, 
and J. F. Allen at Campello. Many of the offices 
in this department are elegant, and the work done in 
Brockton is first class. 

Drugs and Medicines. — J. A. Rainsford was the 
first person eiigiiged in this business in the town. 
Ills room wan at the n^idence of the late Franklin 
AnioM, on Main Street, north of the Porter Church. 
David F. Stndlcy also kept a good stock of drugs and 



medicines in connection with his watch and jewehry 
business till 1845, when he sold his stock of medi- 
cines to Tyler Cobb, who continued in that trade 
till 1884, when he sold his building and business to 
S. B. & Q. E. Curtis. The next person that did 
anything in that kind of goods was the late Edward 
Southworth, Jr., in what is now the Gazette Building. 

In October, 1852, C. C. Bixby opened an apothe- 
cixry store, in connection with books, stationery, and 
fancy goods, at the corner of Main and School Streets. 
In 1864, Mr. Goldthwait became associated with him 
as partner in the business, under the firm-name of C. C. 
Bixby & Co. Besides the above, many of the variety 
stores in the town keep an assortment of the various 
patent medicines in use. 

This business has grown to an extensive trade, 
there being now thirteen apothecaries, viz., H. S. 
Bagnall & Co., Bowen & Packard, Fred. A. Brig- 
ham, Brockton Drug Store, Tyler Cobb, M. B. Cro- 
well & Co., William B. Foster, L. S. M. Glidden, 
William Jones, N. D. Toppan, John J. Whipple & 
Co., George II. Leach, and Frans L. Braconier, at 
Campello. 

Furniture Manufacturers. — Among the first of 
those engaged in this branch of business were Oliver 
Dike, Samuel Dike, Asaph Howard, Moses Cary, Jon- 
athan Cary. Thomas Wales had a furniture store in 
the north ]iart of the town, and was the principal man- 
ufacturer for many years. Samuel Carter was in the 
business at the West Shares (now Brockton Heights) 
for a short time. Jonathan Beal kept furniture store 
in the house afterwards occupied by Lemuel French, 
near where Ruel Richmond's house formerly stood, at 
the Centre, now the site of the " Home Bank Build- 
ing." Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., commenced the 
niatinfacture of bureaus, tables, etc., f<ir iho wholosalo 
trade about 1825, in the south part of the town, now 
Campello, which business he continued with success 
till May 23, 1853, when his entire establishment was 
destroyed by fire. 

Samuel Howard came from Randolph to this town 
in 1827 and opened a furniture wareroom. In 
1829, Mr. Lyman Clark became a partner, under the 
firm-name of Howard & Clark, and who continued to 
do a large and profitable business. In 1859, Mr. 
Howard died. The firm now in the business at the old 
stand consists of the following persons : Lyman Clark, 
Eben Rhodes, Rufus C. Kimball, under the name and 
st^le of Howard, Clark & Co., who keep a largo and 
varied assortment of all kinds of furniture at retail, 
and manufacture largely for the wholesale trade. 
Soraiies Dunham came from Fall River in 1846, was 
employed for a few years at Josiah W. Kingman's 
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manufaotory in Campdlo ; he aflorwards opened a job- 
bing-shop in the north part of the village, making and 
repairing all kinds of furniture. A few years since 
Frederio Hanson opened a furniture wareroom in the 
building owned by George W. Bryant, eomer of Main 
and Crescent Streets, which continued but a short 
time, Mr. Hanson engaging in the marble business 
near the railroad station. The leading furniture 
dealers in the city now are Howard, Clark & Co., 
William H. Tobey, and McCann Brothers. 

Carpenters. — Prominent among those of this 
branch of mechanics are Col. Simeon Cary, Col. Jo- 
siah Hayden, Deacon Jonathan Cary, Barnabas Pratt, 
Thomas Pratt, Job Bryant, Qamaliel Bryant, Samuel 
Hayden, Phineas Paine, Jeremiah Beals, Isaac Pack- 
ard, Jonathan Edson, Bela Keith, Marcus Packard, 
Cary Howard, Oakcs S. Soule, George B. Dunbar, 
Charles S. Johnson, Barnabas Snow, William Gray, 
John T. Peterson, Otis Cobb, Jason Perkins, Bar- 
nabas H. Gray, Vinal Lyon, John F. Beals, Franklin 
Ward, Samuel McLaughlin, Jabez Field, Joseph Hay- 
ward, Charles Cole, George Sawyer, James Sherman, 
Augustus Jones, Bosseter Jones, Martin L. llcynolds, 
Thaddens GifTurd, Thaddeua K. Gilford, AlpheuH 
Alden, Daniel U. Cary, Samuel Harris, and Cephas 
Soule. 

Painters. — Until within a few years nearly all of 
the houses were shingled, and the painting of them 
required but little skill. It usually consisted of 
Venetian red or yellow ochre, mixed with lin.secd 
oil, put on in the coarsest manner by any person. 
After the custom of clapboarding and finishing in 
modern style was introduced, painting became a sep- 
arate branch of industry. It is now a trade in which 
people have shown the greatest skill and proficiency, 
both in house and fancy painting. Among those who 
have been engaged in that branch of business are 
William Tileston, William Voho, William licwis, 
Jabez Lamson, Philo W. Richmond, Lucius Ilich- 
mond, James 0. Clapp, Samuel A. Sargent, William 
G. Marston, A. K. Harmon, John M. Sharpe, C. E. 
Lawrence, John Wales, Jonathan Beal. 

Masons. — William French, Joseph Brett, Samuel 
Battles, David Battles, Nahum Battles, F. B. Wash- 
burn, Lewis Washburn, Sidney Washburn, Freeman 
Washburn, and David Mason are among those who 
have worked at this branch of business. 

Tin-Plate and Sheet-Iron Workers. — Iiorenzo 
D. Hervey removed from West Bridge water to Cam- 
pello in April, 1839, and established a tin-ware 
manufactory in company with David Hervey, in the 
building north of the residence of Bela Keith, Esq. 
The firm was dissolved in about one year, and David 



Hervey sold his interest to llobort Smith, of Now 
Bedford, who continued one year, when Mr. Smith 
removed to New Bedford. Mr. Hervey removed to 
the Centre Village, and oooupied the building that 
had previously been used as a shoe manufactory by 
Bradford Dunbar & Co., opposite William llydor*8 
residence, north of the Catholic Church. At this time 
Mr. Smith again became associated with him under the 
firm-name of Smith & Hervey. This firm continued 
to do business for fourteen years, since which time 
Mr. Hervey has continued nhine in biiHiiii^s, tm Main 
Street, nearly opposite Centre Street. The business 
has consisted mostly in making tin-ware for the various 
peddlers who have driven from there to all parts of 
the country, and dealing in all kinds of kitchen- 
furnishing goods, stoves, etc. 

Soon after the above dissolution of the copartner- 
ship of Smith & Hervey, Mr. Smith opened a hard- 
ware and furnishing store in Bizby's block, and was 
suoceeded by Liberty D. Packard in the same business. 

James D. Baldwin came from Pittsburgh, Pa., in 
1802, and opene<l a store for' the manufacture of 
stoves, tin-ware, and kitchen-furnishing goods, in the 
building formerly ooiMipiiHl by Ullis J. Morttni oh a 
hat manufactory. Mr. Baldwin was succeeded by E. 
Z. Stevens & Co. 

Lorenzo Tuck came to town many years since, and 
opened a store of the above kind in the building 
formerly occupied by Messrs. William F. Brett & Co. 
as a t4iilor*8 shop, on the north side of School Street. 

Blacking and Stain Mannfaotnre. — Charles L. 
Hauthaway commenced in the smallest way to manu- 
facture boot- and shoe-blacking, ink, etc., in 1845, 
which business has increased to such an extent that 
it has, become the leading article in the American 
market, and also extensively used in other countries. 
His business had increased to such an extent as to re- 
quire a partner. Acconlingly ho fornuid a partnership 
with his sons, who now are among the largest manu- 
facturers in the market, and their goods are widely 
known. The firm is known as C. L. Hauthaway k 
Sons. They have an office at 233 Congress Street, 
Boston, with factories at Lynn and South Boston. 

George H. Wood & Co. are proprietors of Lincoln 
Blacking Company, manufacturers of all kinds of 
leather-dressing, ink, stains, ^' ladies' blacking," etc., 
under the management of Charles B. Lincoln. Their 
factory is in Brockton, with an office at 49 High 
Street, Boston. 

David Whittemore, Elisha Washburn, Thomas W. 
Pope, and Billings & Bassett have been more or less 
engaged in this kind of manufacturing. 

0. 0. Patten & Co. commenced the manufiicture 
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of drossiiip;, blacking, and burnishing inks, cements, 
wax, etc., ill ISO?. Mr. Patten was formerly a shoo 
manufacturer and a pioneer in the fine shoe business. 
The present firm consists of 0. 0. Patten, W. H. 
Wade, and E. E. Averill. 

T. W. Pope commenced the manufacture of burn- 
ishing ink, stains, etc., in 1852, and has continued to 
the present time. lie has a largo sale throughout 
the United States. 

Miscellaneous Manufactures. — Brockton Stay 
Company was organized in 1878, the firm being Gay- 
ner & Campbell, with a capital of $1000. In 1881 
the firm became Oayner & Walker. Value of annual 
product, about $50,000. Employ 10 hands. 

F. M. Shaw & Son commenced business in 1878 
for the manufacture of heels, and extracting oils from 
scrap leather. Began in a small way, and when 
started employed about 12 hands; now employ over 
100. In addition to this business they run a naphtha 
establishment for (he purpose of extracting oil and 
bleaching calf-skirting. Make specialty of renovating 
carpets and clothing by the naphtha process. 

Maloon & Peircc cslabliHlicd business about the 
year 1872 for the purpose of crimping, stamping, 
scotching, perforating, and pinking. Commenced the 
manufacture of shoes in June, 1883. When started 
employed 7 or 8 hands, and now employ 60. Their 
business is iiioreasing, turning out 20 eases per dny. 
Finn, E. J. Maloon, C. J. Peircc. 

Baxondnle & Co., box-toe mnnufacturcrs. This 
business was cstabliMhed about 1872, and now manu- 
factures more box-toes for men's boots and shoes than 
any other firm exclusively engaged in the business in 
the country. In the months of January and Febru- 
ary of this year this firm made 1,100,000 pairs, or 
2,200,000 box-toc8. Each box was handled in the 
process of sorting, skiving, pressing, sand-papering, 
finishing, counting, etc., nine times, — that is, during 
these two months there were performed in this little 
factory, outside of the general work of preparing dies, 
shipping goods, etc., 108,000,000 of distinct manipu- 
latioiiH. Employ 20 liatulM. 'JMio building occupied 
by this firm was formerly the Adclphian Aciidciny, 
nil old landmark of Brockton, corner Centre and 
Montello Streets. 

Charles Howard & Co., needle manufacturers. This 
establishment was founded in 1857 by Mr. Howard, 
who continued it as sole proprietor until 1869, when 
his WHIR, Charlies and H. 11. Howard, became associ- 
ated with him, under tho lirm-namc of Charles How- 
ard & Co. Mr. Howard retired in 1872, and the 
business has since been conducted by Charles and H. 
H., retaining, however, the firm-name of Charles 



Howard k Co. During the first year the production 
did not exceed 75,000 needles. They now manufacture 
nearly 10,009,000 per year, employing 125 hands, 
value of annual product amounting to $100,000. 

Reed Brothers, tack manufacturers. This business 
was established by D. L. & F. S. Reed in 1877, in 
the old Packard mill. In 1881 the firm built a rolling- 
mill at Matficld, and in 1884 erected a largo factory, 
one hundred and seventy-five by forty feet, two stories, 
which is supplied with a one hundred and seventy- 
five horse-power engine. In 1885 the Matfield rolling- 
mill, erected in 1881, will be removed to Brockton 
and enlarged, and the business will be greatly in- 
creased. Every branch of the manufacture will be 
conducted on a large scale, including tacks, spikes, cut 
nails, and steel shanks for boots and shoes. 

W. W. Cross & Co., tack manufacturers. The old 
factory now occupied by Mr. Cross for the manufac- 
ture of tacks and nails, as far as can be learned, has 
been occupied by various concerns for the past one 
hundred years. Mr. Cross, when starting in 18G9, 
employed about 10 hands, and now employs 20. 

Among other manufactures are Field & Kendrick 
and D. S. Packard & Co. (see biography of D. 8. 
Packard), manufacturers of counters and stiffenings; 
0. A. Miller, maker of tho Miller treeing-machines ; 
D. Remilliard, dies ; M. Linfield & Co., lasts ; Tuck 
Manufacturing Company, shoe-tools ; Brockton Ma- 
chine Company; Charles E. Stone, patent pipings; 
Robert CliiTord & Co., machine awls ; J. A. Nelson, 
paper boxes ; Brockton Mallet Company ; Herbert & 
Rapp Company, rubber cloth. 

LIST or PATENTS GRANTED TO BROCKTON PEOPLE, WITH 
THE DATES OF THE SAME. 

Names. Date. Description of Patent 

,. , t >i iQni f Making iinile from lioated 

JrnKollooil Jmho 0, 1801 J ^j^» 

•• " «....Jii1y Ifi, lWi2...1U»IIIniclrHnfor imlle. 

•• •• Fob. 22,l}<U7...CuUlngandlicndiiiRnalle. 

" « Jane », IWS { *';,»^« '"' '"•?*"« ^^•^ 

" " April 15, 18aO...WIi«elforfooflliiRlron platei. 

•• *« Sept. 10, 18I0...Nail enlUng and lieadlng. 

" " Not. 14,1811... " " 

" « .....Oct 22,1814... •• " 

«• " Dec. 16, 1814...Bfanafactnring nails. 

«* " Ang. l,lRI6...MnklnglnckR. 

" " April 2l,18^{»'5i;[;Sl'!"" *"** f««»»»'if«P- 

M •• Vvb. 3, lR2A...(;io»Mnliig Boa luIaiMl tt»Uon. 

„ .. , _ -o-, f Kiiriinri*togrnf*ratAWlcanifor 

*• " •»»"• ^*^^^^[ cnllnnrrpurpuaes. 

«• " Aug. C, 18:)l...lmpruTf<l piiinp.2 

M " Sept. 1, 183l...Corn-§liplli?r. 

James Hall ....Jnly 27, ]832...Machlue for polnUng pegs. 

Jeese Reed Nor. 19, 1833...0Mt iron nnmp. 

" •• J«1T ««.lW3{"3.V.-i'"'"""-^ '" 

John Hall May 6, 1836... Machine for making shoes. 

JeaM R««k1 July 24, 1838...Improved pninp. 

.,,-_, . „- ,p.rtf Improved method of tanning 

A*elII.Bn«»l -Ang. 25. 1840 1 ^»,e.|eather. 

Jm<o IUmmI April 10, IMl...Tnipnivwl piimp.< 

JiNwph .1. OiMich Miirch 27, IH40...MfichliHi f«»r drilling nicks. 

Julius ThoroiMon ....Sept 7.1862...Blow-pll>o for denUsU. 

Isaac T. Packard .Sept 28, 1862 1 .l„,„,^nts. 

Henry IWdy Sept 10, I864...1mpn>ved beehive. 

8M»n« D«nh«n D». M. 18M { ^'■'£:^'* "•""^ " "•"«*»« 
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NamM. DftU. Dwerlptioa of PfctMit. 

Imuu) a. Dnnhitin Jiin« 24, 1866...Slio«iuik«ri* cdgtt-pUnot. 

Martin Snow ^prll 8, 186G...8|iok»-«lwYos. 

¥Y.».. V.I.I. i.» - ,«*•»/ '""proTad mode of oonrtract- 

{Improvod metliud of a4)uit- 
ing and holding kniv«t on 
•puk«*aliftvt«. 
Edg»>plui«t for trimming 

boot and shoe woUm, 
Maobino for prteklDg and 

oattiug haala. 
HMl-ahaTea for boots and 
•ho«a. 



' 



Iiaae A. Dunham Sapt. 22, 1857 

I. Sumner Snail March 9,1868 

YaranM Snail ...July 20, 18A8 • 

Danlal O. Graena, aa-) 
sicuor to Mif and V Aug. 30, 1869...ImproYad wagon wrmch. 
William Na»h. j 

(Machine for tklrlng, trlm- 

Wllllam n. Rounds Feb. 7, 1960-1 mluic. and ehamfariug 

( leather. 

B. Sumner Bnell April 10, 1800 { *1«;^»»"- *»' ***»*" "'^ 

Aael Reynold. April H, 1800 1 8*3i«3^"P««^' '•»' »- 

Caleb H. Packard Teb. 22, 1802...ImproTed elothca-wringer. 

John W. Kingman — , 1862...0umpoaitlon for roofing. 

"'j^hnKUIsV^'^'***} **•"** ~» 1863...ImproTed wood-aaw frames. 

T. K. Hoed Aug. — , 1804...Rjroletting machine. 

Rood & Packnnl Aug. 23, 1M04 ...(latch buttttn. 

Abenleen Keith Sept " IM* | *'i;;l*o"c^„^^lio?;" '*'**"' 

B. D. A 0. B. Reynolds... Jan. 24, 1866 p;;^*"**' *^"»"^»*«' "^ »>•'■ 

T. K. Reed March — , 1866...ImproTed month for bags. 

Walker A Tribou April - 1866{^^'«»' «^n*«« ^»»eel- 

We take great pleasure in recording the above list 
to show to what extent the people of the town have 
been an inventive people. By these we can see that 
there has been a considerable of patience and perse- 
vering industry in the town since the year 1800. 

JiisSE Rrbd. — Among the prominent ones, and 
deserving special notice, b that of Jesse Reed, who 
was born in North Bridgewater, Aug. 29, 1778. At 
the age of nine years he went to Easton to reside with 
Mr. Dean, with whom he resided three years, during 
which time his mechanical taste was displayed in the 
construction of a trip-hamnier^ put in operation by a 
wheel and cam-shaft, propelled by water. At the 
age of twelve he returned to his father, and soon 
after constructed the main part of a wooden clock. 
At the age of fifteen he was apprenticed to a joiner 
in Randolph, Mass., where he served a Regular 
apprenticeship at that business. 

During this period ho tried his skill on perpetual 
motion^ and the result of his labors is thus given in 
his own words : '* I worked two days and three nighti 
without sleep. The last night, a little before day- 
light, I got it ready to put into operation ; and, to 
avoid notice, I went into a little pine grove with a 
friend to put it together and set it in motion. I 
found that, as soon as it was put together, it would 
go as well one way as the other, and that it would 
not go cither way without help. I was then fully 
convinced that it was out of the power of man to 
put machinery together so as to produce perpetual 
motion, and that nothing short of the power to create 
could do it. To this belief I have ever since ad- 



hered." His first invention was a rolarif pump^ 
which was soon laid aside. Ilia mind was next 
drawn to improvements in the manufacture of cat 
nails fVom heated rods ; his next plan was to roll the 
iron to a thickness, and slit it into pieces of the right 
sise for the body of the nail, and flatten the point ; 
but this plan failed. The next plan was to cut and 
head nails at one operation. Soon after this he 
established a machine-shop in a small house, near a 
waterfall, the upper part of which he used as a 
residence, the lower portion as a shop. Ilere he 
built two or three nail-machines, which caused him 
pecuniary embarrassment, and ha lost all, — his labor 
and money. From thence he removed to Boston 
and worked at his trade o{ jomer^ and was employed 
in constructing the first lock on the canal through 
Me<lway. lie then removed to rrovidcnce, R. I. ; 
from thence he removed to West Bridgewater, and 
commenced making a machine for making fourpeany 
nails, to be propelled by foot, making sixty-two nails 
per minute. He next made machines for fourpenny 
and sixpenny nails, and set up in Plymouth, Mass. ; 
from thence he removed to Kingston, in 1808. 
About this time he invented a machine for pulver- 
i'/ang dye-wooils, for Messrs. Barrett «^ Shatiiick, 
silk dyers, of Maiden. Since that time he has 
invented several machines for difierent purposes, as 
machines for steering vessels, different kinds of 
pumps, cotton-gins, treenail-machines, etc. 

Mr. Reed was a man of indefatigable industry, 
and of indomitable perseverance. He made and lost 
several fortunes in his day. Free and generous iu 
his manners, he was not one who hoarded his gains 
to increase his own stores, but considered himself as 
a public servant, and expended on new inventions 
the fruits of previous toils. In his old age, not a 
millionaire resting from his labors, he was ever at 
work, with a mind as active and vigorous \v& when 
young, at Marshfield, Mass., where he closed bin 
eventful life. 

Among the inventions of Mr. Reed we notice sev- 
eral of the patents are for use in the making of shoes 
and boots, which have been of great service to the 
public. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Publio Roads — Streets, Avenues, and Places in Brookton — ^Tho 

Old Turnpike. 

Public Roads. — The laying out of public roads has 
some interest to the stranger, serving to loctito somo 
of the early residents of the town. The proiniiiout 
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tlioroughfare through this town was what was termed 
the " Old Bay Path," rcaohing far out towards the 
shore towns. This was also called, in the records of 
early date, the *' Country Road,'* and which extended 
the entire length of the town, and at first was very 
crooked. Many of the earliest roads were but the 
foot-paths of Indians, and it was common to build 
roads in the tracks that were used by them in their 
travels. 

The following are published, hoping they may be 
of some interest to the people of the town in which 
they are located : 

1873. Thonina Snell wm to make and maintain two hone 
bridges, one at tlio hitlior end of Ralisbur j Plain over tlie broolc, 
and anollinr over Uin rivnr. 

1 7-1 1. A rotui rroni Amos' Innd, l>y Downey's liouso, and so 
on, between Abiol Paolcard's and Daniel Richards' land, to the 
Conntrj road. 

1742, September. Layed out a way from Day Patli or Coun- 
try rond to William Packard's house, past David Packard, Jr.'s, 
house. 

1744, March .^0. Roail from Daniel Ames', running between 
Daniel llichanls' and Downey's house. 

1781, March 10. Iload from Abram Packard's, by land of 
Benjamin Kingman and Lieut. Henry Kingman, to Simoon 
Packard's. 

1785, March 14. From Widow Mary Howard's, at the head 
of the way, easterly of Mrs. Howard's, continuing the same 
point to the southwest corner of Abington. 

1780, March 28. A road one hundred rods long on westerly 
side of Day road, northerly side of Rev. John Porter's land, 
and ndjoining llonjamin Packard's Innd, to Tliomns Macom- 
ber's house. 

178U, March 2i. Road beginning at road loading from Jo- 
soph HnoU's and Joseph, Jr.'s, at Nathan Koilh's lino, to the 
southeast corner of Akerman Pottingill's land, by Ephraim 
Jackson's and Anna and Keziah Keith's land, to the rood lead- 
ing to Jacob Dunbiir's. 

1790, March 19. Road beginning at southwest corner of 
Jacob Rickard's land, and then running west in the two-mile 
grant to Easton. 

1700, Miireh 10. Another road a little soulh from Mark 
Ford's, running cast to Jonas Piickard's house. 

1701, March 14. From north boundary of Asa Keith's land, 
then to Mio hnd;;o north of Salisbury Plain, called Drift road. 

179.'*, March 11. Road beginning where the road through 
the West Shares (so called) in the North Precinct strikes the 
four-mile line, running easterly on said line to road leading by 
Dr. Philip llrynm's. 

1799, May 1.3. Road beginning at colony lino, between Ed- 
ward Faxon's and John Hunt's, then running south, then east 
(o Abington lino. 

1801, April ft. Road from ridge near John Uisbee's, on Rea- 
ver Brook, to Deacon David Edson's, to where a gate lately 
stood. 

1801, October 12. Road beginning at the intersecting of two 
roads at westerly end of mill-dam at Howard's saw-mill, so 
oilkil, cast and north over siiid dam, and callcl the Mill-Dam 
roiul. 

1H0.*{, April 25. llo:ul beginning at middle of rotui opitoKito 
southwest corner of Nathaniel Snell's wood-land, lying on road 
leading rruni Shop:ird Sncll's to Samuel V. Turner's. 

1803, April 25. Also a road beginning oast side of rood lead- 



ing from Lieut. Samuel Brett's to Deooon Josiah Barnes' houe, 
at southeast corner of Innd of Josiah Packard's heirs, oast to 
Abington line. 

1818, October 29. Drift road laid out at Campello, from the 
burying-ground to Sprague's factory. 

1821, October 29. Road from John Smith's, near school-honse, 
to bridge west of Abel Kingman's. 

1822, November 4. Road from Oalen Packard's to Street, 

Iciuling by Ephraim Cole's. 

1823, May 12. Rood from near Samuel Ford's to Jonoa Rey- 
nolds'. 

1823, September 22. Road loading from noar Jacob Pack- 
ard's to where it intersects the road west of Jaoob Fuller's, now 
known as "Town Farm." 

1831, December 19. Road leading from nearly front of Wil- 
liam Gary's dwelling-house, running northerly till it intersects 
the old road leading from William Gary's to Mike's Brook. 

1831, November 1. Road from Capt. Asa Jones' to Joseph 
Brett*s, built by John Packard. 

1830, July 11. Road loading from Gapt. Ziba Keith's to West 
Bridgcwater line and East Bridgewater. 

1837, April 4. Road from Galeb Gopeland's to Jesse Pack- 
ard's widened and straightened. 

1841. Road from Sidney Howard's to Willard Sncll's. 

1841, July 21. Road from north corner of Tyler Gobb's to A. 
K. Borden's. 

1842, March 14. Road from Gapt. David Ames' to Benjamin 
Amos'. 

1844, April 22. Road from John Ido's house to Warren God- 
dard's. 

1848, March 4. Road south portion of Pond Street and Elm 
Street. 

1848, June 15. Montello Street, from Linooln to Centre 
Streets. 

1847, March 20. Uond from Main Street, in Campello, to 
Cam]iolio depot. 

1850, April 10. Eliot Street, from Asa B. Jones' to Montello 
Street, and acroHS railroa«l, east. 

1851, October 6. Pond Street, from Warren Qoddard's to 
Spring Street. 

1852, March 22. Road from corner Roekland Street, near 
Austin Snow's dwelling-house, running west to Turnpike Street. 

1852, February 27. Road from Sidney Packard's house east 
to Curtis' land. 

1853, February 28. Roail from hotel to Crescent Street. 

1853, March 28. Road from Spring Street north to Apolos 
Piiokard's. 

1854, February 14. Road from the late Galeb Howard's farm 
to the turnpike. 

1854, February 14. North side of Elm Street widened. 

1854, December 7. Road from westerly side of Montello 
Street, noar William Sncll's house, to Main Street, in Ganipello. 

1850, Juno 15. Roail from northeast corner of Lyman Clark's 
land, past railroad depot, to Axel Packard's.* 

18G0, Fobniary 15. drove Street, from Main Street to rail- 
road. 



1 When the commissioners — John B. Turner, of Scituote, 
Thomas Savery, of Wareham, and Joshua Smith, of Hanson — 
were called to lap out Centre Street, that leads from Robinson's 
storo to railroad depot, and so on to Abington road, passing 
tho cometery, ihey thought it c<mld not be called a public tlior- 
onglifare. The road was finally built through the generosity of 
public-spirited individnnis, among whom were Col. Edward 
Soulhworth, Friiuklin Amos, Esq., Charles Packard, and others 
interested. 
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1881. Green Street, Acrois ParUh Qreen, from Col. B. South- 
worth's atoro, to Pond Street. 

StreetSi Avenaes, and Places in Brockton. — 

The following list comprises the differeDt streets in 
the city as named and on record : 

Mftin Street, from Old Colony line, Bast Stoughton, to Weet 
Bridgewater line. Albion Street, from John May'a oomer to 
Howard Street. 

Howard Street, from Main, near William C. Leonard*!, to 
Baft Randolph lino. 

Winter Street, from Howard Street, near Willard Snell's, to 
the oorncr near Widow Martin Carj's. 

Quinoy Slroct, from Randolph lino, at Sassafras Stake, to 
the oomer near Samuel Packard's. 

Chestnut Street, from Randolph line, near Daniel Faxon's, 
to Quincy Street, near Simeon Warren's. 

Ashland Street, from Main, noiir the burying-ground, to 
Abington line. 

Cary Street, from Crescent, near F. Sylvester's, crossing Ash- 
land, by Kdwanl H. Packard's, to Quincy Street. 

Ames Avenue, from Main, near David Ames', to Cary Stroot. 

Montello Street, from Amos A venue, near the burying-ground, 
to Plain Street. 

Court Street, from Main, near David Cobb's store, crossing 
Montello, Cary, and Quinoy Streets, to Abington line. 

Centre Street, from Main, near Lyman Clark's, crossing Mon- 
tello, Cary, and Quincy Streets, to Abington lino. 

Short Street, from Centre, near Alvah Noyes', to Court Street, 
near widow Relianco Amos'. 

CrcBitont Street, from Main, near Mioah Faxon'ri, to (7untro 
Strcut. 

School Street, from Main to Crescent. 

Pine Street, from Crescent, near Sprague's Factory, to South 
Abington line. 

Plain Street, from Main, near Ziba Keith's, to West Bridge- 
water line, near Josiah Dunbar's. 

Summer Street, from Pino to Plain Street. 

Bast Street, from Summer, near Jesse Packard's (2d), to West 
Bridgewater line, by Enos Thayer's. 

Hummond Street, from Pine to East Strcot. 

South Street, from Main, near Josiah W. Kingman's, to 
Liberty Street, at (Jalen and Salmon Manly's. 

Belmont Street, from Main, near Uufas P. Kingman's, to 
Baston line. 

Manly Street, from Belmont, near Martin Dunbar's, to Lib- 
erty, near Oalcn Manly's. 

MillStrpot, from Manly to Bolmunt Stroot. 

Linwood Street, from Belmont, near Fisko Amos' to West 
Bridgewater line. 

Ash Street, from Belmont, by Peres Crocker's, to South 
Street. 

Grove Street, from Main to Sprague's Factory. 

Pond Street, from Belmont, near Josiah Packard's, to the 
corner near Freeman Dex tor's. 

Blm Street, from Main, near W. F. Brett's, to Pond Street 

High Street, from Main to Pond Street, near Rev, Warren 
Goddard's, on "Goddard Heights." 

Pleasant Street, from Main, near First Congregational Chureh, 
to Baston line. 

Spring Street, from Main, near John Battles', to Pleasant 
Street. , 

Prospect Street, from Main, near Asa D. Jones', to Pleasant 
Street, near Cross Taok Factory. 

Oak Street, from Main, near William 0. Leonard's, to Turn- 
pike Street. 



Battles Street, from Main, noar Thomas Wales', t4» Oak Stroot. 

Baton Stroot, from Proepoot to Battles Strcot, near Nahuiu 
Battles'. 

Cross Street, from Prospoct to Battles Strcot, near Zibeon 
Brett's. 

Turnpike Street, from Stoughton line to West Bridgewater 
line. 

Sumner Street, from Pleasant, noar Moritt Frenoh's, to 
Stoughton line. 

West Street, from Pleasant, near Bliphalot Thayer's, to Bel- 
mont Strcot. 

Rockland Street, from Belmont, near Piske Amos', crossing 
Turnpike Street, to Baston lino. 

Church Stroot, from Itookland, near Silas Snow's, to Turn- 
pike Street. 

Liberty Street, from Turnpike, at Til den's Comer, to West 
Bridgewater line. 

Stone Hill Stroot, from Turnpike, near M. L. Reynold's, to 
Baston line. 

Chapul Street, from Main to Montello, near David Howard's. 

Abbott Place, from Pruspeol, southerly. 

Allen, from Montello to Main, noar the bridge. 

Almshouse Lane, from Hammond to the almshouse. 

Alton, from 399 Main to High. 

Ames, from Main, between Battles and Oak, to Cary. 

Ames road, from Belmont, near West, to North Baston line. 

Appleton, from Wyman to Prospeot. 

Arch (private way), from Main to Montello. 

Arlington, from Belmont, opposite Newton, to West Blm. 

Atherton Court, from 320 Main Street. 

Auburn, from Main, noar Winthnip wont, to Pond. 

Auburn, from Perkins Avenue, to Otto (Campello). 

Bartlett, from 533 Main, near the bridge, to l*ond. 

Bay, from Crescent, near Snell St Atherton's faotory, to Centre. 

Beacon, from opposite 14 Spring to Pleasant. 

Bolair, from Prospect to Ploasant. 

Belmont Avenue, from Belmont to West Elm, Winehester 
Park. 

Birch, from Centre to Hill. 

Bolton Avenuo, from Montello to Allen. 

lloydon, from Court, near the Catholic Cemetery, north. 

Bradford Place, from Centre, near railroad, nurth. 

Brett, from Belmont to West Blm. 

Broad, from Main to Montello, between Ames and Howard. 

Brook, from Belmont to beyond West Bartlett. 

Brunswick, from Brett to Blm Avenue. 

Bryant, from Court to Sylvo*ler (Ploasantvillo). 

Byron Avenue, from Belmont to Kim (Winchostor Park). 

Calmar, from Main, M. H. Reynolds' factory, west. 

Canal, from West Blm to Belmont, next above Pond. 

Cedar, from Winter to Sylvan (Huntington Heights). 

Charles, from Main, near A. T. Jones' house, to Montollo. 

Cherry, from Prospect, near Pond, to Ford. 

Chester Avenue, from Belmont to West Bartlett. 

Chestnut, from North Abington line, noar Quincy, to Hol- 
brook line. 

Church, from 410 Main, opposite Lyman Block, to railroad 
depot. 

Clark's Court, from 393 Main. 

Clifton Avenue, from Main (Campello) to beyond Pond. 

Clinton, from Grove, near Old Colony Railroad (Campello), 
to Montollo. 

Clinton Avenue, from Belmont, opposite Cottage, to 20 Elm. 

Oopoland, from Market to West Bridgewater line (Campello). 

Coral, from Forost to Summer (Campollo). 

Cottxkge, from Belmont, opposite Clinton Avenue, to 5 Bartlett. 
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Orowonl IMnoo, from Crwrriit-, onni of miiniad, Routh. 

OiirtiK, fruiii CroRconi, opposite to Lyman, to Pino. 

Curve, from Grove north. 

Denton, from Tribon south to Calmar (Cnnipollo). 

Depot (Cnmpcllo), from Mnin, opposite Orthodox Church, to 
railroad ilcpot. 

Dover, from Main to Pond. 

Dyer, from Winter to William (Huntington Iloij^hts). 

Bast Dridgcwatcr road or Plain Street, from Main (Cau- 
pello) to East Dridgevrater lino. 

Kast Kim, from Main, opposite mini, t^ Montello. 

Kast Union, from Grove to Old Colony llatlroad. 

Kdson, from Summer, near Copeland sohool to East. 

Elliot, from Main, near Ford's shoe- factory, to Emmet. 

Elm Avenue, from Belmont to West Elm (Winchester Park). 

Emerson Avenue, from Main, near Howard, to Extension 
(Montello). 

Kmnioi, from Hlliot to Axhland, near Old Colony Uiiilroad. 

Kntcrprisc, from Droad north, between Main and Montello. 

Essex, from Trcmont north. 

Everett, from Centre, near the bridge, to Court. 

Field's Avenue, from Prospect to Pleasant. 

Field Lane, from 290 Main, westerly. 

First, from Myrtle to Menio (Menio Park). 

Floroncr, from Main, opposite Packard, to beyond Pond. 

Ford, from Main, near Ashland, to Pond. 

Forest, from Coral to Auburn (Campollo). 

Ko rest Avenue, from Main beyond Pond, projected to Fair 
Ground. 

Foster, from Pond, near Hcrvey, westerly. 

Franklin, from Main, opposite First Congregational Church, 
to Montello. 

Fremont, from Main, near Huntington, to Montello. 

French's Court, from 316 Main, westerly. 

Fnlirr, from noliiiont to W<M«t Hart lot t. 

Fulton, from (Miosluiit north, botwrtMi Main and Pond. 

Garllnld, from Main to Montello (Campelio). 

Glen wood, from PloaMnnt to Highland. 

Glenwood Avenue, from Gleuwood, westerly. 

Glen wood Square, from Pleasant to Glenwood. 

Grand, from Main to Montello (Campelio). 

Grant, from Cary to Forest Avenue. 

Green, from 371 Main to Pond. 

(]rcon Plaoe, from Clifton Avenue, near Pond, southerly 
(Campollo). 

Hancock, from Main to Montello, north of Grove. 

Hardy Avenue, from South, beyond Pond, southerly (Cam- 
pelio). 

Harvard, from Main, next Winthrop, to beyond Pond. 

Haverhill, from 310 Main to Walnut. 

Hayes Avenue, olT Court, east of Old Colony Railroad. 

Hay ward, from Railroad Avenue to Day. 

Henry, from (hirtis to Stephenson Avenue. 

Herrod's Avenue, from Main, near A. M. Herrod's shop. 

llervey, from Main, next Dover, to I'ond. 

Highland, from 66 Pond, near High, westerly, toward West. 

Hill, from Mnssivsoit Avenue. 

Howard Plaoe, from West Dartlett, between Newton and 
Drook. 

Hunt, from Court to Centre. 

Huntington, from Main, beyond Pronpect, westerly, to Pond. 

Huntington lloightj<, on Ohl (!olony Uailroiul, noiir Cary Hill. 

.lai^kMon, from Perkins Avenue to RIverview. 

tloslyn (/ourt, from Main to (Centre. 

Kuitli Avenue, from Main, at C. P. Koitirs ri^sidenco, to Pond 
(Cam)>ello). 



Kimball Lane, from Pond to Alton. 

Kingman, from Curtis, north, to Gontro. 

Kingman Avenue, from Curtis to Pine, beyond Sylvan. 

L, from High, near Main, to Pond. 

Lake, from Howard to Monument (Huntington Heights). 

Laureston, from Calmar, to below Sheppard (Campelio). 

T^wrenoe, from Main, passing the briok factory, to Grove. 

Leach's Avenue, from Copeland (Campelio). 

Leavitt, from Brook, westerly. 

Leyden, from Summer to Uiverview (Campelio). 

Leyden Park, off East llridgewator road (Campelio). 

Lincoln, from School, near Main, to Bay. 

Linden, from Main, near Spring, to Montello. 

Lyman, from Crescent, junction Curtis, to Pine. 

Lyon Avenue (Campelio), from Main, westerly, below Market. 

Main, from East Stoughton Line to West Bridgewater line. 

Maple Avenue, from Main, opposite the Catholic Church, to 
Crescent, 

Market, from Montello, across Main, to Pond, and to beyond 
Copeland Extension (Compello). 

Marshall's Corner, junction Belmont, Mill, Turnpike, and 
S ton chouse Hill road. 

Ma9on, from Centre, near Crescent, to Court. 

Ma^sasoit Avenue, from Curtis to Centre. 

Mcnlo, from Pond west (Menio Park). 

Menio Park, west of Pond and south of Forest Avenue. 

Mcrritt's Court, from Pond, near Spring, to Nahant. 

Monument, from Winter to Lake (Huntington Heights). 

Morse, from Rum ford Avenue north. 

Mulberry, from Elliot, near Old Colony Railroad, to Ashland. 

Myrtle, from Pond west (Menio Park). 

Ncvin's Avenue, from Main, east between Hancock and Pack- 
ard. 

Newton, from Belmont, opposite Arlington, south to West 
Barllolt. 

NilMson, (Voui Montollo, by Swedish Church, to Pond (Cam- 
iiello). 

North Montello, from Ashland, opposite Montello, to Main. 

Oak, from Main, op|>osite Howard, to turnpike, also to Bast 
Stoughton line. 

Otis, from Lawrence, near Grove, to Crescent. 

Otto, from Summer to Plain (Campelio). 

Owens Avenue, from Packard to Hancock. 

Packard, from Main, next south of Union, to Montello. 

Park, from Main, below the bridge, westerly, to Pond. 

Pay ton Plaoe, from Albion, near Howard (Huntington 
HeighU). 

Peckham Avenue, from Court, northerly. 

Perkins, from Lawrence, near the railroad, north to Crescent. 

Perkins Avenue, from Montello (Campelio) to Summer. 

Perkin's Place, from Court, oast of Old Colony Railroad. 

Pino Avenue, from Clinton, near Old Colony Railroad (Cam- 
pollo), to Salisbury Plain River. 

Pinkham, from Main, nearly opposite Tremont, to Montello 
(Campelio). 

Plain, from Main (Campelio) to East Bridgewater line. 

Pleasant Plaoe, from Pleasant, southerly, between Main and 
Pond. 

PIcasantville, a district lying south of Court, near the Cath- 
olic Cemetery, west of Cary, and north of Centre, opposite 
Union Cemetery. 

Pond, from (>lifton, crossing Belmont, to Oak, near Main. 

]*ro8peot Avenue, ohange«l to Warren Avenue. 

Race Course, west of Main, neivr Campollo. 

Railroad, from School to Centre, beyond the railnMuL 

Richmond, from Battles, westerly. 
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Ridgway lAne, fropi Montello noxt south of Allea. 

liiver, from AHhland to Kminet. 

lliTonriew, from Perkins Avenue to Lejdon (Campello). 

Rossoter, from Main to Montello. 

Rumford ATonue, from Kingmau to Moavtuioit Arenue. 

Salisbury Square, Junotion Orescent and Grore. 

Sansom, from Jackson to Leyden. 

Second, from Myrtle to Monlo Park. 

Shaw's Corner, Quinoy, Junotion Centre. 

Sheppard, from Main (Campello) to South Pond. 

Skinner, from Lawrence, near Orovo, to Otis. 

South Centre, from Montello, between Alton and Lawrence, 
extended. 

Southworth Court, from 476 Main. 

Stand ish, from Tyler to Cary. 

Standish Avenue, from Kingman to Massasoit Avenue. 

Stoddard Avenue, from 318 Main. 

Hill Road, from Marshall's Comer to Torrey. 

Stephenson Avenue, from Massasoit Avenue to Henry. 

Sylvan, from Lake to Monument (Huntington Heights). 

Sylvester, from Bryant, westerly (Ploawuitvillo). 

Sylvester's Corner, Junction Centre, (^roscont, and Cary. 

Tuber, from Court, beyond the railroad. 

Temple, from Main to Montello (Campello). 

Thatcher, from Pine to Hammond. 

Thayer, from Cary, near Ashland, to Ashland. 

Tipperary, a district lying south of Ashland, east of Old 
Colony Railroad, and north of BlIioL 

Torrey, from Belmont at fair-grounds. 

Truck, from Foster to Florence. 

Troinont, from Main, near Orlliudox Church, to l*oud (Cam- 
pello). 

Tribou, from Main, near Swedish Church, to beyond Pond 
(Campello). 

Turner, from Wyman, northerly. 

Tyler, from Central to Court, beyond the bridge. 

XJmeo, from Calmar, south to Laureston (Campello). 

Union, from Main, next south of Lawrence, to Montello. 

IJuion Avenue, from Huntington to Battles. 

Wales Avenue (private way), from Main to Belmont, rear 
Catholic Church. 

Wall, from Belmont, beyond Arlington, to West BIm. 

Walnut, from Prospect to beyond Wyman, projected to 
Spring. 

Walnut Avenue, from Walnut to Pond. 

Ward, from Main, opposite Green, to Montello. 

Warren Avenue, from Pond, opposite Walnut, to Prospoct. 

Wayland, from Prospect to Huntington. 

West Ashland, from Main, opposite Ashland, to Pond. 

West Bartlett, from Chester Avenue to Brook. 

West Shares, Turnpike, between Pleasant and Rockland. 

Whitman Place, from Montello, near Crescent, west, 

Whitney, from Rumford Avenue north. 

William, from Centre to Bay. 

William's Place, from Main, near Hervey. 

Winchester Park district, west of Pond, between West Elm 
and Belmont. 

Winthrup, from Main to boyond Pond. 

Wood Park, near Pine and Summer. 

Wyman, from 2U9 Main to Pond. 

The Old Turnpike. — The road known as the old 
** Taunton Turnpike" extended from South Boston to 
TauntonT^ptissing through the towns of llaynhain, 
Easton, West Bridgowatcr, Brockton, Stoughton, 



BAodolpli, and Milton. Its location was like most 
other roads of that day, — it was laid out in as near a 
straight line as could conveniently he done, without 
regard to hills or valleys, helioviiig the shortest way 
to be the most expeditious. 

This road was chartered as a turnpike corporation 
to Messrs. John Oilmore, Joshua Qilmore, Samuel 
Bass, and William P. Whiting, and constituted tlie 
'* Taunton and South Boston Turnpike Ck>r|)oration'* 
in June, 180G, and was built during 1806 and 1807. 

Til is road ran through the westerly portion of tho 
town, or what is well known as the " West Shares" 
or Northwest Bridgewater, now " Brockton Heights." 
At one time there was a large amount of travel upon 
this route, both by stages and heavy baggage teams. 

It is, however, of very little account as a toll-road 
at present, tho counties thrtiugh which it passes hav- 
ing taken it into their own hands to repair and use 
for the publio good. 
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The old Turnpike is a pike no more. 

Wide open stands the gate; 
We have made us a road for our horse to stride. 

Which we ride at a flying rato. 

"Wo have HIUmI tho vailoys and Uivolod tliu hills. 
And tiinnuliMl tho niuuntNiu sido; 
And 'round tho rough crag's dixxy vorgu 
Fearlessly now we ride." 



CHAPTER XIX. 

EARLY HABITS AND CUSTOMS. 

Social Life — Parties — Spinning Matches — Raising Flax — 
Process of Manufacture — Dress of Men and Women — 
Amusements — Raisings — Style of Architecture — Use of 
Cranes — Tinder- Boxos — Food of tho Karly TnhabiUints — 
Drinks— Woll-Sweep— Rising and Retiring Barly— Attend- 
ance on Church Worship. 

Thk people of Brockton, in its early settlement, 
were on a footing of remarkable equality. Their 
social manners and customs were very simple, 
friendly, and unceremonious. Visiting was common 
and frequent among neighbors, and without the for- 
malities of invitation. When a company of neigh- 
bors were invited, the women went early, taking their 
knitting and babies with them, and spent the a(\4>r- 
noon, and the men went in season to take 8upi)cr and 
return in the evening. Many of the social gatherings 
partook of the useful as well as the agreeable. They 
joined together to help their neighbors husk their 
corn or to raise a building, and occasionally some 
neighboring housewire had a quilting |nirty, in which 
all the gooii housewives gave an afternoon to make a 
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covering for n bed. In the pocial gatherings of the 
young pco[)lef dancing was n favorite niuuscniont, and 
generally using a fiddle. If that could not be had, 
they used to dance by whistling and singing the tune. 
Spinning matches, at one time, were quite common, 
and the people made their own cloth and yarn, and 
hence were obliged to raise their flax. Nearly every 
farmer in town owned and cultivated a pat^h of 
ground devoted to that purpose. Wo here give an 
account of the method of preparing it for use. The 
quantity of seed required for an acre varied from 
one-half to three bushels. The stalk or stem, when 
grown, was of a pea-green, and from two to three 
foot in height, bearing a blue blossom, which ripened 
into a ball that contained the flaxseed. When the 
flax was ripe, it was pulled carefully by the roots, 
tied into small handfuls, lefl to dry on the ground a 
day or two, then set up in small stocks, and, aOcr 
becoming well dried, was stacked in a field a fort- 
night or more. Then the seed were thrashed out, 
and sometimes dipped in water for a week or more, 
and evenly and thinly spread out on the grass to be 
rotted. This being sufficiently done, it was packed 
away for the winter, and, as soon as the fair days ap- 
peared in spring, there was a general turn-out of men 
for dressing flnx, which consisted of separating the 
fibrous thread from the stalk. This had to be done 
by several implements, called the brake, the hatchel, 
the swingling-board and knife. A smart man dresses 
nearly forty ]H)unds a day. Aft^r the procioss of 
dressing and twisting it into bunclici^, it was handed 
over to the good woman and her daughters to spin, 
weave, whiten, and convert into thread, cloth, and 
neat, beautiful garments. We shall describe the 
process of manufacture, as follows : first, the hatchel 
was brought and fastened into a chair with a string 
or stick, and the mother, with her checked apron, and 
a handkerchief pinned about her neck, and another 
hantlkerchicf tied about her head to keep off the dust, 
sat in another chair. Winding one end of the flax 
tightly around the fingers of the right hand, and hold- 
ing it, she drew the flax through the hat'Ohel till it was 
thoroughly combed ; then, changing, she combed in a 
similar manner the other end. Next, it was snarled or 
wound on the distafl', and spun into thread or yarn 
upon the foot- or linen-wheel. That drawn out by 
haichelivg was called tow^ which was carded by hand, 
with hand-cards, and spun upon the large wheel. 
That was called tow-t/nrn. From the wheel it went 
t4> th(! rrr/y and from the reel to the W;/?', which 
nearly every family had, and every woman knew how 
to UH(«, although some families let out their flax to bo 
made into cloth and yarn. 



Thus we see our ancestors were independent of 
foreign looms and spindles for their ordinary dress, 
and for mere decorations, such as are common at the 
present day, they had but little regard ; and, indeed, 
a showy costume would have excited contempt rather 
than emulation. Their attire on the Sabbath, as well 
as on working-days, was plain. The father's common 
dress consisted of a woolen coat, a striped woolen 
frock, tow frock, and woolen, velvet, tow, or leather 
breeches. These, with long stockings, were fastened 
at the knee by a buckle ; in winter they wore woolen 
or leather buskins, and thick cowhide shoes, fastened 
with buckles on the instep. Their best hata were 
what are now called "cocked-up hats,** turned up 
with three corners, and the more noted men wore 



wigs. 



The ordinary outer dress of the women in sum- 
mer was tow and linen gowna^ cliecked " tyers," or 
** aprons,** and in winter woolen gow}i9 and aprons, 
thick woolen stockings, and cowhide shoes. The 
clothing was all of their own manufacture, and every 
house might properly be called a "home factory.*' 
They not only spun their own flax and wool, but 
wove their cloth in a hand-loom. They also made 
garments for fathers, sons, and brothers with their 
own hands. They disdained no kind of domestic 
labor; they needed no help. Contentment and 
happiness reigned in their abodes, and amid all their 
laborious toil, ])crsonal wants were few, and, even 
with their limited means of supply, few remained 
nnsntisfied. Boys and girls (for such they were till 
married) were early taught to work, and, as soon as 
they acquired muscular power, were taught to make 
the most of life, and apply it to some useful purpose, 
and none were allowed to waste it in idleness and 
dissipation. There was no distinction between the 
laborer and employer, no difference between the 
kitchen and the parlor; for that was almost un- 
known, and generally shut up, except on public days, 
as Thanksgiving days, fasts and the like, most of 
the year. Balls, concerts, and places of amusement, 
scenic exhibitions, and the long list of modern 
devices for killing time were unknown. A %ing^ a 
hrcy a raining^ a hmking party, or a domestic circle, 
a sicigh-rido in the winter, or a oherry-ride in the 
summer, were sufficient for all the purposes of recre- 
ation and social intercourse, and for those that wished 
for enjoyment of a more questionable character, the 
means and associates were to be found in other locali- 
ties. The amusements and recreation of young men 
were mostly of the athletic kind, as " playing ball,** 
which was always practiced, and is now kept up in 
spring and fall. Wrestling was very common, espe- 
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cially at raisings and social and public gatherings. 
Wbon at tho raising of buildings the labor was over, 
and the men stimulated by tho treat all had received, 
they usually commenced raising or lowering one 
another. This sport commenced by two young 
persons getting inside of a ring formed by specta- 
tors, then older persons joined in the same exercise. 
Wagers would be laid, and a little more stimulant 
taken to give elasticity and strength to the parties. 
In course of time parties would get in earnest, angry 
words and defiant gestures would be made, and it 
generally ended in a fight. These wrestling-matches, 
we are happy to say, are nearly gone by. It may be 
said here that, at the raising of buildings, it was 
customary to call the men of the town together, and 
the owner was expected to furnish the drinks and 
lunch, and, as soon as the ridgepole was fairly in 
place, for the master workman to dedicate the whole 
by dashing a bottle of rum upon the frame, followed 
by three hearty cheers from the company present. 

We will now give the reader some idea of the 
early customs in regard to living, the dwellings, and 
other ancient matters. First in order are tho 

Dwelling-Honses. — The first were built of logs, 
and called log cabins, erected on land which waH usu- 
ally laid out in lots and ningcs. Next, vSi^x the in- 
troduction of saw-mills, came the frame house of one 
story in height, and about sixteen by twenty-four or 
twenty-five feet on the ground, and containing from 
one to three rooms. The next in order of architecture 
was a two- story house, with gambrel roof; and some 
were two-story in front, with a roof slanting back to 
one story at the back part. The third order of 
houses was the hip-roof, and was introduced soon 
after the Revolutionary war, and consisted of a two- 
story house, with two front-rooms, a door in the mid- 
dle, with a hall running through the centre, and gen- 
erally a one-story L, on the backside, for a kitchen, — 
such as the house of Benjamin Kingman, tho late 
Eliab Whitman, David Cobb, in the village, and 
Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., at Campello, that was 
burned in 1853. The windows in the earliest dwell- 
ings were either of mica or diamond-shaped glass, set 
in tin or lead. The chimneys were first built of stone, 
with mammoth fireplaces, and an oven on one side 
running back, which, with the chimney, occupied 
nearly as much room as a modern bedroom. In the 
chimney, running from end to end, was a lug-pole, 
usually made of oak, from two to four inches in diam- 
eter, on which were hung hooks and trammels of 
wrought iron, so constructed as to be raised and low- 
ered at pleasure to suit the various sized kettles, 
which were hung over the fire fur culinary uses. In 



the course of time these lug-poles gave way to the 
old iron crane, on account of their liability to burn, 
which was made to swing into the room or lo liung 
over the fire. Cranes were first used in this town 
about 1750. The fire was made of large logs,— one 
large one, called a back-log, being placed on the back- 
side of the fireplace, usually from two to four feet in 
length ; two stones were used for andirons, and a 
large forestick resting on the stones to keep up the 
fire, besides a backstick or the back-log ; then a suffi- 
ciency of smaller fire- wood was piled up, a pitch-pine 
knot being placed under the forestick and lighted, 
made a rousing fire. At each end of the fireplaces 
were small benches or stools, on which the children 
usually sat, warming one side and then the other, till 
they were thoroughly warmed through, while the old 
folks were seated in front upon a " settle" enjoying 
the full blaze. With this they needed no modem 
gas-light, no oil, nor candles, for in the evening pitch- 
pine knots were used, which gave a strong and bril- 
liant light. Splinters were used to carry about the 
house, or into the cellar for cider and apples, instead 
of lanqis and candles. Previous to the inlrudiiction 
of friction mutches, which arc of a recent date, every 
family was 8up|)osed to have a tinder-bnx, which 
consisted of a round tin l)ox about »ix inches in 
diameter, two inches deep, with a fiat cover of tin, on 
the outside of which could be inserted a candle. The 
box contained tinder, made of burnt linen cloth or 
pieces of punk. By the use of a piece of flint upon 
the corners of a file or steel a spark would catch in 
the punk, and then a stick, with brimstone on the 
end, coming in contact with the spark set the stick 
on fire, from whence the kindling in the fireplace was 
lighted. Another method in general practice was to 
cover " live" coals in the fireplace with ashes, so as to 
keep the fire alive on the hearth till morning. When 
this failed the tinder-box was resort^^d to. 

Food. — The morning and evening meal usually 
consisted of bean or pea porridge, dipped out with a 
wooden spoon into a wooden bowl, with bread and 
butter. Coffee and chocolate were added upon extra 
occasions. Tea was seldom used, especially by the 
children. The bread consisted of rye and Indian 
meal ; occasionally wheat bread. Tho dinner con- 
sisted of salt beef or pork, with vegetables boiled. 
Fresh meat was a rarity. Potatoes are an article of 
comparatively recent culture. For pudding, they had 
baked or boiled Indian meal. The dishes used in 
early days were mostly of wood. The plates wore 
called trenchers. These wooden utensils were the first 
used ; they gnidually gave way to pewter, and still 
later to crockery and earthen ware. 
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Drinks. — Malt bocr was a very coninion drink in 
the early Rottlcmeiit of tlio country, which was made 
from barley, and was raised by nearly every farnicr. 
Next came cider, wliich soon supplanted beer. This 
was a uni versa] drink, morning, noon, and night, each 
family laying in from ten to thirty barrels for a yearns 
stock. So common was the use of cider that it was 
considered a mark of disrespect not to pass it round 
when a neighbor or traveler called. Another very 
common drink was ///)>, which was made of beer 
sweetened with sugar, with a " loggerhead," or red- 
hot iron, thrust into it; a little new rum was then 
poured in, and nutmeg sprinkled into it. l^oddy was 
another favorite beverage, made of rum and water, 
well swoelened. A stick, flattened on the eml, for 
eruHliing the HUgar and stirring it up, was called the 
" tiuMy -stick.*' The ring of the tumblers, as it hit 
the sides in mixing, had its peculiar music, with which 
nearly every one was familiar. 

Skillful men made graceful flourishes in making 
another excellent drink called " egg-nog," otherwise 
known as " Tom and Jerry," which was composed of 
sugar, milk, and spirits, mixed with a beaten egg, 
stirred in rapidly till the whole was made into froth, 
and drank hot. There are many now who have not 
forgott-en how it tastes, and relish it quite well. 

Having mentioned many of the drinks that were 
stimulating, we will ntiw describe another kind, — cold 
Wftff'i'. This Ik obtained frnni the earth, and is a 
natural production. A'^arious means have been in use 
for obtaining this liquid. The most ancient is the 
'* well-sweep." A well was usually dug at a distance 
of from ten to fifty or more feet from the house; and 
but a few feet from the same a post was erected, hav- 
ing a crotch on the top end, in which a long pole was 
so nearly balanced and swung upon an iron or wooden 
pin, that when a bucket suspended u[>on the end of 
another smaller pole that descended into the water 
was filled, it could easily be drawn out. Tliere arc 
but few of this kind of apparatus for drawing water 
now to be found, only here and there a solitary one. 
Another means of obtaining water is by a windlass 
erected directly over a well, turned by a crank, the 
bucket being fastened to the end of a rope that passes 
over the windlass, and even this has given place to 
the pumj) and pipe. Here and there is a natural 
spring, from which water is conducted by pipes to 
houses, supplying pure, unadulterated liquid. 

The custom of retiring and rising early was uni- 
versal. The time of retiring was eight to nine 
o'clock ; that of rising, at dawn of day. 

The nnnnltwcr on church worMp was also a 
custom wliich nearly all practiced. Elderly people 



that owned horses rode double. The wife was seated 
behind her hupband upon the pillion, with her arm 
around him. In summer the young men went bare- 
foot, or with shoes in hand ; the young women wore 
coarse shoes, carrying a better pair in hand, with 
stockings, to change before entering the meeting- 
house. Going to meeting on foot was not confined 
to young people ; many women walked three to five 
miles to attend church. In winter it was customary 
for the women to carry small foot-stoves, which were 
usually made of perforated tin, fastened in a wooden 
frame, about eight or nine inches square, in which 
were placed hot coals. These stoves were all the 
warming allowed in church. The usual time for 
church service was one and a half hours, — from half- 
past ten to twelve o'clock, or one glass and a half long, 
as hourglasses were their time-pieces in the absence 
of clocks. The intermissions were short, being one 
hour in winter and one hour and a half in summer. 
The interval was generally spent in the nearest neigh- 
bors' houses, who always had a good blazing fire in 
winter, and plenty of coals with which to replenish 
their foot-stoves. This intermission was a grand op- 
portunity for the people of the remote portions of the 
parish to meet every week and become acquainted, as 
it promoted social union and good feeling throughout 
the society. Every new and interesting event was 
discussed; and while partaking of their lunch they 
had brought with them, the father would request the 
boys to bring in and pass round the cider. The after- 
noon services being over, people might have been seen 
gathering around the horse-block that stood a short 
distance south of the church, on the green, which was 
a large flat-topped stone for the use of women in 
mounting and alighting from their horses. The 
means of locomotion in the days of our fathers con- 
sisted of an ox-cart, or the back of a horse. A 
chaise or wagon was a curiosity. A journey of forty 
or fifly miles was a great undertaking, requiring much 
preparation ; while now many travel by steam hun- 
dreds of miles in a day, and think it nothing compared 
to that in early days. 

A journey from Brockton to Boston was the labor 
of two days with oxen and cart. The same journey 
is now performed in one day, and nothing thought of 
its being hard. It is one hour's ride in a steam train, 
and the trains run in such a manner that a person can 
leave home aller dinner, go to the city, and return in 
the evening train, and have several hours for business. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

SLAVBRY. 

It is diffioult to fix tho nainbor of slaves that have 
been owned in the North Parish; but, however 
disagreeable it may seem to many, we have to record 
the fact that the " peculiar institution" did exist in 
(he town previous to the Revolutionary war. It was 
not thought improper for the clergy, deacons, or 
physicians to hold slaves. Col. Simeon Gary had a 
slave named King Ring, of whom it is said '* he 
whipped the apple-trees to make them grow." He 
had children, — Patience, Jenny, Mary, and Fanny. 
Many persons are now living who can remember 
Patience Ring, who always lived in the family of 
Col. Cary and his descendants. 

Another colored man lived nearly opposite tho 
residence of the late Oliver Dike, who is said to have 
been a slave by the name of Toby Tarbet. 

We find in the records of the parish the names of 
several colored persons, who undoubtedly were ser- 
vants in families, if not " slaves,*' as it was quite 
oommon for slaves to be known by one name only, 
like those we find in the list of marriages, as Plato, 
Pompoy, Nero, Tobias, Violet, and tho like, and fur 
a surname thoy usually took the name of their 
owner. 

In 1780 the adoption of the State Constitution 
forbade traffic or ownership of colored people, and 
from that time all have been alike free. Those who 
were slaves generally remained with their former 
masters as a matter of choice, and many of them 
had large families. 

Among the colored people in the town, we find the 
names of several persons whose descendants are not 
in the town, many of them having removed to other 
localities, as Calvin and Luther Jotham, who re- 
moved to Maine, Thomas Mitchell, Amos Cordner, 
Moses Sash, Cuff Robin, Bennett O. Ratton, Henry 
Traveller, Elias Sewell, Boston Foye, Cicsar Easton, 
CufTee Wright, Susannah Huggins, and Oxford, who 
were married while servants in the family of Daniel 
Howard, Esq., Segmo Scott, and Primus Freeman. 

The number of colored persons in the town at 
difilerent periods were as follows: in 1820, 23; in 
1830, 40; in 1840, 22; in 1850, 30; in 1860, 32. 

There is one family of these people who have 
become quite numerous, — the descendants of James 
Easton, who came from Middleboro* previous to the 
incorporation of the town. He had seven children, 
three of whom settled in this vicinity. Caleb mar- 
ried, and had six children, some of whom are now 
residents of the town. 



The anti-slavery movement in this town did not 
meet with that favor which it received in many other 
places. It began by the circulation of tracts upon 
that subject, and witli lectures by variuus {leniouri, 
among whom were W. L. Qarrison, Parker Pillsbury, 
S. S. Foster, C. C. Burleigh, and, later, Wendell 
Phillips and Frederick Douglau». These persons were 
the champions of the cause, and their efibrts have, no 
doubt, produced some good results. 

Political parties have changed from time to time, 
till, in the election of Governor Andrew and Abraham 
Lincoln, the town has shown, by their votes, that they 
were in earnest in the cause of freedom. 

Temperance. — Previous to 1800, it was a oommon 
custom to use liquors as a beverage ; and even till 
about 1830 it was the practice to have it at public 
gatherings, weddings, ministerial aK.sociationH, auctiiins, 
raisings, military parades, and such occasions were not 
complete without their punch. 

It was also indispensable that those who acted the 
part of bearers at funerals should have something to 
stimulate or keep up their spirits. All the grocery 
stores in the country kept liquor for sale as much as 
they did molasses. Upon an examination of some of 
the old account-books of lliose that kept gnM;erios, we 
found about one half the charges were for rum, gin, 
brandy, etc., which were included in the list of neces- 
saries of life. 

The first item we find recorded in regard to re- 
stricting the open sale of intoxicating liquors, was 
" to post the names of those who were reputed as 
< drunkards,' or * common tipplers,* in the houses of 
those that held licenses for retailing liquor,'* which 
duty devolved upon the selectmen, as well as to forbid 
their selling to such persons. 

Previous to 1820, licenses were granted by the 
Court of Sessions in each county to a certain num- 
ber in each town to sell liquor, subject to the approval 
of the "Fathers of the Town." Alter that date, 
they were granted by the county commissioners. 

The first efifort we find recorded of an efifort to stop 
the peddling of *' ardent sperit" was Oct. 8, 1800, 
when the parish, at a meeting held on that day, 
" voted that there be no sellers of liquor and carts on 
the green, and that the parish committee see that the 
above order is complied with." This vote was passed 
for a special occasion, — that of the ordination of Rev. 
Asa Meeeh, Oct. 15, 1800. 

Again, Sept. 23, 1812, the parish " voted that the 
parish committee keep the green clear of carts and 
sellers of lickers," etc. 

Fob. 5, 1813, a society was formed in Boston 
under the name of " Massachusetts Society for the 
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Suppression of Tiiteiupcrancc/* tlio object of which 
was to discontinue and suppress the too frco use of 
ardent spirits, and its kindred vices, profanoness and 
gaming, and to promote temperance and general 
morality. This society labored hard against tlie 
tide of public opinion till 1825, when the subject 
began to be discussed so freely that a still more effi- 
cient method was proposed, and new means were taken 
to spread the fearful effects of intoxication before the 
people. 

A meeting was held by a few individuals during 
the year, which resulted in the foundation of the 
American Temperance Society, whose grand princi- 
ple was abstinence from strong drink, and its object, 
by light and love, to change the habits of the nation 
with regard to the use of intoxicating liquors. On 
the 13th of February, 1826, the society was regu- 
larly organized, officers chosen, and a constitution 
prepared. 

This society employed agents to travel through the 
country, preaching, and delivering tcni])cranco lec- 
tures, arousing the iieople to the evil cflects of liquor. 
Among those engaged in that calling were Rev. 
Nathaniel llewett, Rev. Joshua J^eavitt, and Daniel 
G. Axtell. These men came to this town and gave 
lectures to arouse the people of the town to a sense 
of their responsibility, and which had its effect. 

In 1829 we Gnd the following on the records of the 
town, in answer to a call for a town-meeting, ** to see 
what measures the town will take to prevent the too 
frequent use of ardent spirit." 

March 9, 1829, 'Woted to raise a committee of 
twenty persons, to prevent the improper use of ar- 
dent spirits.'^ The following persons were chosen as 
that committee: Joseph Sylvester, Esq., Darius 
Howard, Isaac Keith, Eliphalet Kingman, Deacon 
Jacob Fuller, Lieut. Isaac Packard, Deacon Jonathan 
Perkins, Lieut. Ephraim Cole, Micah Shaw, Nathan- 
iel Ames, Ensign Mark Perkins, Capt. Abel King- 
man, Perez Crocker, Jesse Perkins, Esq., Benjamin 
Ames, Edward South worth, David Cobb, Caleb How- 
ard, Esq., Silas Packard, Esq., and Joseph Packard. 
Again, Monday, April 6, 1829, " voted to direct 
the* selectmen to post up the names of such persons 
as, in their judgment, drink too much ardent spirit.*' 
Also, made choice of the following persons, to con- 
stitute a committee, to give the selectmen informa- 
tion of such persons namely: Edward Southworth,^ 
Thomas Wales, Martin Cary, Micah Shaw, Isaac 
Curtis, (l'i])t. Thomas Thompson, Capt. Ziba Keith, 
Turner Torrcy, Mark Perkins, Lieut. Isaac Packard, 
and Lieut. Ephraim Cole. 

Again, Feb. 26, 1830, an attempt was made to re- 
4G 



duco the number of persons licensed to sell liquor. 
The town " voted to leave the subject of lioenaes to 
the selectmen." 

In 1840, the '' Washingtonian Movement'* com- 
menced, which was started in Baltimore by a few indi- 
viduals. At this time there was a complete overhaul- 
ing of the temperance question. Speeches were made, 
picnics were frequent, and every effort made to induce 
people to join in the enterprise. Societies were formed 
among the children, " cold water armies" were organ- 
ized, who held meetings for mutual benefit and social 
intercourse. 

Next came the '' Maine Law,*' that originated in 
Portland, Me., by Neal Dow. This caused a new 
movement among the temperance people. Votes 
were passed at nearly every town-meeting to prose- 
cute and bring to the law those who violated the same, 
by using or selling liquor. 

March 15, 1847, the town *' voted that the select- 
men be instructed to take effectual measures to sup- 
prcsH the sale of ardent spirits within the town." 

March 10, 1848, "voted to choose seven persons 
to prosecute to conviction, if practicable, those that 
deal in intoxicating drinks." 

April 10, 1848, in town-meeting, Messrs. George 
W. Bryant, Esq., 'George B. Dunbar, and Alpheos 
liolmes were chosen a committee to draft a set of by- 
laws for the action of that meeting, and who submitted 
the following report, namely : 

"WnntiKASy It (vpponrs to the inliabitatits, in towii>tnooting 
luuieiiiblod, that, in order to proeorvo the peaeo, good ordor, and 
internal police of the town, it haa become neoesearj to ar^l 
ourselves of the advantage of making Town By-Laws for the 
suppression of intemperance agreeablj to authoritj veated bj 
the Legislature of Massachusetts; 

" Therefore he it enacted by the town of North Bridgeioater, 
in letjal me*itiufj aeeemhled : 

''Sbo. 1. That no person within said town shall presume to 
be a retailor or seller of Cider, Strong Beer, Ale, Porter, or anj 
other fermented liquors, in less quantities than twenty-eight 
gallons, and that delivered and carried awaj all at one time, 
under pain of forfeiting the sum of Twenty-Five Dollars for 
each offenoe. 

"Bko. 2. All forfeitures incurred under tlio foregoing shall be 
put to suoh use as the town shall from time to time direct.'' 

March 19, 1849, a committee of seven were chosen 
to prosecute all violations of the liquor law with un- 
limited authority. 

March 11, 1850, at a meeting held this day it was 
<< voted that any person guilty of the violation of any 
law regulating the sale of spirituous or fermented 
rK|uors shall receive from the treasurer of the town 
(he sum of twenty-five dollars for the expense attend- 
ing said prosecutions, the same to be paid on applica- 
tion, afler having been approved by the selectmen.*' 
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Daring the month of May, 1851, Rev. Henry 
Morgan came into town, and created no lit He entlm- 
•iaam thronghont the town on the sabjcct of temper- 
ance. Hia cauio was the theme of couvcraatioii in 
the parlor, workahop, and by the way. Parenta, 
cooaina, and ftienda Joined in the work with children 
and youth. The clergymen, also, rendered valuable 
aid ; ao that, when Mr. Morgan lefl town, it waa with 
a cheerful heart, and a Hat of aeventeen hundred 
aignera to the pledge, which waa more names, in pro- 
portion to the population, than he had obtained in 
any other town. 

Among thoae who were especially entitled to credit 
for being active in the labor of procuring signers to 
the pledge, were Gardner J. Kingman, Joseph Yin- 
cent, BIlia V. Lyon, Frederic Packard, Lucretia A. 
Drake, Alma F. Jjc:ic1i, Bradford K. Jones, Ellen A. 
Howard, Martha A. Packard, and Jiuthiu J I ay ward. 

The citizens of the town held a public meeting at 
Satucket Hall, Sept. 10, 1851. The meeting was 
called to order by George 6. Dunbar, and Dr. Henry 
Eddy chosen president, and the following resolution 
was passed : 

'' Uetoheti, That tb« frienda of temporaiico In this town aro 
in favor of onforoiiig tba law for tliu MiipproMlon of I ho lalu and 
UM of intoxiuating drlnkf, now and aiwaye, by evury menus in 
their power, l>oth legal and moral, and that, too, againitt the 
whims and moans of a eonsoienoelcss class of persons who are 
willing for a few dollars to scatter destruotlon amongst their 
fellow-oltisens." 

Jan. 21, 1852, a mammoth petition, containing 
one hundred and twenty thousand names in favor of 
the '* Maine Law,'* was presented to the Lcgislnturo 
of Massachusetts. Many friends (one hundred and 
twenty-six) of the temperance movement repaired to 
Boston, to join in a procession that was fonncd at 
Treroont Temple, to accompany tlio roll to the State- 
House. 

March 1, 1852, *' voted to instruct our town rep- 
resentative to vote for the bill to prohibit the manu- 
facture and sale of intoxicating drinks, as originally 
reported to the Senate by the committee, and that he 
also bo instructed to oppose the sending of the bill to 
the people for their ratification." 

A public temperance meeting was held at the vestry 
of the Methodist Church, Aug. 9, 1852, Dr. Henry 
Eddy, president, at which a committee of forty-two 
were chosen to inform of, and furnish evidence of, 
violations of the new and stringent law for the sup- 
pression of the sale of intoxicating liquors. 

March 20, 1854, '* voted to exclude alcoholic drinks 
iVom the fire department." Also, *' voted that any 
member of the same that shall become intoxicated 



while on duty at a fire ahall be excluded from the 
de|iartmcnt** 

SiNOLAiR Band or Hope (establiahed in 1858). — 
This association waa under the direction of the Ku)ier- 
intendent of the Porter Church Sabbath-school, the 
object of which waa to eooonrage the young to abstain 
from the use of intoxicating liquors, tobacco, and pro- 
fanity. 

North Star Division, No. 88, Sons of Tku- 
PRRANOK. — Tliis division was institutetl l^eb. 23, 
1859, and was known by the above name. "The 
design of this assot:iation is to shield all «tla.ss44i from 
the evils of intemperance, afford mutual assistance 
in case of sickness, and elevate their characters as 
men." The charter of this association was surren- 
dered Dec. 4, 18G3. 

FllATKHNAL T4OIHIK, No. 21, InDKVKNDKNT Oli- 

DKU OF (looi) TkmpIiAIIH. — Tliis organiyjilioii was 
iii»tituted Sept. 28, 18(i0, under the above name, 
the object of which was similar to the North Star 
Division. 

There was another division of the Sons of Tem- 
perance in the town, Ciillcd the Crystal Fount Divi- 
sion, in 1847 1 which is not in existence at the present 
time. 

Another organ iz:itiun, known as the Kagle Wing 
Division, No. 109, was instituted at Campello, Jan. 1, 
18G1, which lived only a short time. 

Aug. 14, 18G3, the State of Massachusetts wsis 
divided into thirty districts, and in each was formed 
u District Temperance Union. Such an one was 
formed, including North Bridgewater East, and 
West Bridgewater, Lakeville and Carver, and was 
known as the Old Colony District Temperance Union. 
George B. Dunbar was vice-president, and Rev. 
William A. Start secretary and treasurer. 

We have thus far seen that the movements of the 
temperance cause in Brockton aro not unlike those in 
most country towns. There have, at different times, 
been various temperance organizations, both among 
the adult population and the children, but the partic- 
ulars of which are not at hand. It is to be hoped 
that the eflforts to restrain the free use of intoxicating 
liquors may still continue as in times past, that the 
baneful efiects of intoxication may not increase, but 
grow beautifully less. 
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CIIAPTKll XXI. 

PHYSICIANS. 

I>r, Philip Drjant — Dr. Peter Drynnt — Dr. Luiher Carj — Dr. 
iHHchar Snoll— Dr. EHsba Tilson— Dr. Ziba Bass— Dr. Na- 
than Perry — Dr. Jonathan P. Crafls — Dr. Ilonrj P. Borden 
— J)r. A<loI|)hii8 K. Borden — Dr. Abel AV. Kingman — Dr. 
James F. Kiohards — Dr. £<lgar £. Dean — Dr. Horatio Bry- 
ant — Dr. Thonins Stockbridgo — Dr. Jnnios Kaston — Dr. Na- 
biim Smith— Dr. K. U. Wade— Dr. Ilonry Kddj— Dr. Jnmes 
L. Hunt — Dr. Silas L. Looniis — Dr. Lafayette Charles Loomis 
— Present Physicians. 

Dr. Philip Bryant was born in Middleboro*, 
Mass., in December, 1732. lie lived some time with 
bis futbor in Titiciit (Tcigbtncpiid), a parish fonned 
of part of Aliddlcboro* and part of South Bridge- 
water. With his father, he removed to North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), concerning which lie was wont 
to say tbat he remembered tbe time wlicn a greater 
part of it was thought quite unfit for tlie purposes of 
settlement. lie studied medicine with Dr. Abiel 
Howard, of West Bridgcwatcr, wbose daughter ho 
married, lie was a man of great bodily activity, a 
calm and even temper, healthful liabits, and kindly 
manners. He continued to practice medicine with 
much success to a very old age, which was terminated 
by his death, which took place February, 1817, in the 
eighty-finh year of his ago. llo was buried in the 
small graveyard near tbe westerly portion of the Agri- 
cultural Society*s grounds. 

Dr. Peter Bryant, son of Dr. Fliilip Bryant, was 
born in North Bridgewater (now Brockton), Aug. 12, 
1767. This man early distinguished himself by his 
love of study. ^In his frequent visits to the house of 
his grandfather. Dr. Abiel Howard, of West Bridge- 
water, ho found, in a library well stocked for that time, 
the means of gratifying his thirst for knowledge. He 
studied medicine and surgery, completing his course 
with Dr. Lewis Leprilet«, a French physician of emi- 
nent skill and a celebrated surgeon of Norton, Mass. 
He then removed to Cummington, in the western part 
of ]MaMsaclins<>ttH, which was just beginning to fill up 
rnpidly with settlers from the eastern counties of the 
State. Here ho established himself as a physician, 
and married a daughter of Ebeneser Snell, Esq., also 
a North Bridgewater family. 

For several years ho represented the town of Cum- 
mington in the Legislature of tbe State, and in the 
latter part of his life held a seat in the Senate. While 
in the Legislature he took a prominent part in bring- 
ing forward and passing laws still in force to raise the 
standard of medical education in the State. In poli- 
tics he belonged to the Federal party, whoso doctrines 



and measures he supported with zeal. He wrote for 
the county paper — JIampshire Gazette — certain hu- 
morous poems of a satirical cast, the design of which 
was political. With these he took great pains, 
pruning and retouching them, and polishing and in- 
vigorating the lines. His scholarship, though not 
extensive, was remarkably %xact. Ho had, subse- 
quently to his settlement in Cummington, made a 
voyage to the Indian Ocean, and passed six months 
in the Isle of Franco, where he acquired the French 
language, and preserved his familiarity with it for the 
rest of his life. Ho was a surgeon of great dexterity, 
firmness of hand, and precision in his operations ; in 
private life amiable and much beloved. His life was 
clos(^d in consumption the 19th of March, 1820. 
William CuUcn Bryant, Esq., the well-known Ameri- 
can poet, was his son. 

JiUthor Cary wjis son of Zachariah and Susannah 
(Bass) Cary, and was born in North Bridgewater 
(now Brockton), May 30, 1761 ; married Nabby, 
daughter of Benjamin King, of Raynham, Mass.; 
studied medicine with Dr. James Freeland, of Sut- 
ton, Worcester Co., Mass., 1782 ; appointed justice 
of the peace June 8, 1800, justice of peace and of 
quorum Aug. 23, 1804, and justice of the Court of 
(yoiumon Pleas for Oxford County March 30, 1805. 
lie first resided at Sterling, Mass.; removed from 
there to Williamsburgh, Mass., from which plaoo ho 
removed to Turner, Oxford Co., Me., April 2, 1798. 
He was an excellent physician, had a very extensive 
practice, and was very successful ; raised up a large 
and respectable family, the most of whom are now 
living, one, a clergyman, residing in Iowa. 

Issachar Snell was son of Issachar, Esq., and Mary 
(Keith) Snell; was bom in North Bridgewater (now 
Brockton), Mass., June, 1775 ; graduated at Harvard 
College in 1797 ; studied medicine and became an 
eminent physician. He had given especial attention 
to surgery, and had practiced as a physician previous 
to his removal to Winthrop, Me. He had performed 
the operation of lithotomy with great success, and soon 
gained a largo practice in town, especially among thoso 
that emigrated from Bridgewater, Mass., of whom 
there were not a few. His sucecss as a surgeon gave 
him such celebrity that he was oflen called to the 
neighboring towns, many miles away from his home, 
to perform operations. To the great regret of the 
people of Winthrop he removed to Augusta, Me., in 
1828, where he continued to practice till his death, 
which took place very suddenly, in 1847, aged seventy- 
two years and five months. He was a member of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Dr. Elisha Tillson resided in Brockton a short time 
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only; married Mollji daughter of Capt. Zebedce 
Snell, Sept. 2, 1792, and had one son, Elishu Snell, 
bom in 1794 ; married Betsy Chandler, of Easton, 
1819. 

Ziba Baas, M.D., was son of Edward Bass. He 
was born in Braintree, May 28, 1774 ; studied medi- 
cine with Dr. Ebenezcr * Alden, of Randolph, Mass., 
and commenced practice in North Bridgewater (now 
Brockton) about 1800 under the most favorable au- 
spices, with the fairest prospects of usefulness to his 
felloW'mcn. He was a man of very pleasing address, 
of an affectionate and amiable disposition, and ^vo 
unwearied attention to the welfare of his patients. 
His assiduity in search of knowledge, and his con- 
stant and undeviating fidelity in all the duties of his 
profession, won the affection and established the con- 
fidence of a numerous class of the community in the 
circle of his acquaintance; but he was suddenly called, 
soon after commencing in life, from his earthly labors, 
leaving a weeping multitude to deplore his loss. The 
following is on his tombstone : 

" Erected to the memory of Dr. Zibn Bass, who died Septem- 
ber 28, A.B. 1804, in tbo tbirty-first >eiir of his ago, giTinj; full 
proof that ueefalneu waa his grand object in life. He was a 
pattern of modeaty, temperance, fidelity, prudence, economy, 
and uprigbtDesB, and died in bopo of oteinal rest and glory .^ 
Hence the following appropriation : ' Bleued are the dead 
who die in the Lord from henceforth : Tea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labora ; and their works do follow 
them.' " 

Dr. Nathan Perry. This good man was born in 
Norton, May 27, 1776 ; was educated in the common 
schools of his native town, never having received a 
college education ; pursued the study of medicine 
under the direction of Dr. Isaac Fowler, of Rehoboth, 
Mass., and Dr. Ebenezer Alden, Sr., of Randolph, 
both of whom were physicians of eminence in their 
day, and accustomed to the instruction of young men. 
Having completed his pupilage, Dr. Perry commenced 
practice in Heading, Mass., 1802 or 1803, whero he 
acquired a good reputation and a competent share of 
employment. On the death of Dr. Ziba Bass, which 
took place Sept. 3, 1804, at North Bridgewater (now 
Brockton), on the recommendation of his instructor, 
and by the solicitations of many respectable citizens 
of that town, he was induced to change his residence, 
and take the place of his deceased friend. He was 
immediately introduced into a wide circle of practice, 
and during a period of nearly thirty years was the 
principal physician in the town. At length, in con- 
nection with reverses in his worldly circumstances 
and the loss of most of the members of his family 
by death, his spirits became depressed and his mind 
impaired. Subsequently he suffered from paralysis, 



and never fully recovered the perfect exercise of either 
his bodily or mental powers ; consequently, during the 
last twenty-five years of his life, he relinqui.shcd to a 
great extent the active duties of his proltsisioii. In 
1823 he became a fellow of the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society by election, and a retired member in 1830. 
He was a good physician, a man of sound judgment 
and sterling integrity, always pursuing the course he 
judged to be right, whatever might bo the conse- 
quences to himself. In early life ho made a public 
profession of his faith in Ohrist, and his character 
was in perfect harmony with his profession, lie died 
peacefully in a ripe old age, more from the debility 
incident to decay of his vital powers than from any 
manifest disease. Such was Dr. Perry, a good man 
and a worthy citizen. He closed his earthly career 
Sabbath morning, Aug. 10, 1857, at the advanoetl 
age of eighty-one years, leaving behind a memory 
cherished with affectionate r^rd by those who have 
shared his friendships and benefited by his counsels. 
The following incident in relation to Dr. Perry is 
found in Clark's " History of Norton :" 

''About the yoar 17U2, Nathan Perry, aftorwunl Dr. I*urry, 
of North Bridgewater, then a youth of some sixteen yearn of 
age, was one day passing by Judge Leonard's door-|mrk, in Nor- 
ton ; he pluyfully reached his hands through the fence and 
took hold of one of the old buck's horns, and for some time an- 
noyed him in that way. At length the deer got out of patience, 
broke away from hid hold, and quite unexpectedly leiiped over 
the fence, seven or eight foet high, and made a furious attack 
upon young Porry, throwing him upon the ground ; but, very for- 
tunately, the horns of the enraged deer, instead of striking hia 
body, passed down on each side of it. While in this )>osition Na- 
than grasped the horns of the buck, and succeeded in preventing 
him from doing any injury till his brothers, (lanllnor and Al- 
vin, with one of Judge Leonard's men, cauA and rescued hiui 
from his perilous situation." 

Dr. Jonathan Porter Grafls was son of John and 
Olive (Porter) Crafls; born in North Bridgewater 
(now Brockton), Sept. 9, 1792 ; graduated at Browu 
University, Providence, 11. T., in 1817 ; Htudie<l med- 
icine, but never practiced his profession ; he died in 
1822, aged thirty years. 

Adolphus Kinsman Borden, M.D., was bom in the 
town of Horton, Nova Scotia, Jan. 26, 1802. He 
was the oldest son of David and Elizabeth Borden, 
the former being a direct descendant from the Borden 
family who came to England from Normandy at the 
time of the conquest. He received his early educa- 
tion under private tuition, and came to the United 
States at about the age of nineteen years, where he 
took up his abode with his uncle, Samuel Borden, of 
Fairhaven, Mass, lie soon afterwards went to East 
Bridgewater, Mass., where he commenced the study 
of medicine in the office of Dr. Hector Orr. Jjatcr 
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lio Biiidiod in the ofTico of the l:ito i)r. Jacob Bigo- 
iow, of Boston, and ailcr attending two courses of 
lectures at the Harvard Medical School, received his 
degree of M.D. from that university August, 1824. 
He went to the town of Wareham, Mass., where ho 
practiced his profession about one year, and then re- 
turned to Kast Bridgcwater, where, on the twenty- 
second day of December, 1825, he was joined in mar- 
riage U) Lucy Ann Lazcll, daughter of Bartholomew 
and Betsey Brown, by the llev. Uichard M. [lodges. 
As a result of this union the following children were 
born to him : Elizabeth Kinsman (died in infancy), 
George Kinsman, Edward Adolphus, Mary Mitchell, 
and Henry Francis, the latter being a practicing phy- 
sician in the city of Brockton at the present time. 

He removed to North Bridgcwater (now Brockton), 
and coninicnced his career as a physician in that place 
by settling in that part of the town known as the 
West Shares (now Brockton Heights). About one 
year later he removed to the central part of the town- 
ship. His practice was extensive and successful, and 
he continued it without rest until within a few months 
of his death, which took place on Jan. 29, 1875, after 
severe suffering from a sub-acute abscess of the brain 
and meningitis. As a physician he was an acute and 
careful observer, a thorough believer in the methods 
of study as laid down by Lord Bacon, viz. : " obser- 
vation and induction.*' Always cool and cliocrful in 
the sick-room, he was able to study his coses without 
any preconceived notion as to their nature, but ready 
to state them as he found their nature and extent to 
be. As a man, he was one of the kindest of hus- 
bands and fathers, sensitive in his nature, strong in 
his likes and dislikes, and quick to resent anything 
that tended to place him in the light of any character 
that was otherwise than honorable. 

Abel VV. Kingman, M.D., is son of Abel and Lucy 
(Washburn) Kingman, born in North Bridgewater, 
April 22, 1806 ; graduated at Amherst College in 
1830 ; commenced the practice of physician and sur- 
geon at North Bridgewater, where he resided till his 
dentil, which t^)ok place May 4, 1883. He wiui a|>- 
pointed postmaster of Brockton during Buchanan*s 
ad mi nisi ration. 

James K. Uichards, M.D., is son of Col. Jason and 
S<>pliia (Forsaith) Richards, of Plainfield, Mass. ; was 
born July 1(), 1832; t.aught school in Virginia; 
studied medicine with Dr. Forsaith, M.D., of South 
Abington, Mass. ; graduated at the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons of New York in 1859, and was a 
resident of Campello, enjoying a lucrative practice. 
He i.s now a resident of Andover, IMass. 

Edgar Everett Dean, M.D., is a son of Charles 



Dean, of Easton, Mass. ; born Dec. 17, 1837 ; camo 
to Brockton in June, 1861, and succeeded Dr. Alex- 
ander Hichborn in the practice of medicine. He re- 
ceived his early education in the district schools of 
his native town till he was fourteen years of age ; 
student at Bristol Academy from 1853 to 1856; 
studied medicine with Dr. Luther Clark, of Pinokney 
Street, Boston ; graduated at Medical School, Har- 
vard, March 6, 1801 ; practiced in Boston for a short 
time, and from thence to this city, where he enjoys a 
lucrative and successful practice. 

Horatio Bryant, M.D., is son of Micah and Dru- 
silla (Harlow) Bryant; boru in Plympton, Mass.; 
fitted for college with llev. Elijah Dexter, and at 
Amherst Academy ; entered Amherst College; taught 
school at Castleton, Vt. ; graduated at Union College, 
Schenectady, N. Y. ; taught academy at Plainfield, 
N. J. ; studied medicine at Yale College, where he 
graduated in 1839 ; he commenced practice as a phy- 
sician and surgeon at Blandford, Mass., where he re- 
mained several years. He married Lucretia, daugh- 
ter of Ebenezer Clark, of Conway, Mass., and has 
one daughter. He removed from Blandford to Cam- 
pello, Mass., about 1848. He now resides at Inde-> 
pendencc, Iowa. 

Dr. Thomas Stockbridge was born in Scituate, 
Mass. ; came to Brockton about 1837, and practiced 
lis a phyf ioian several years, until he removed to New 
York ; ho continued his practice in that city till about 
1855, when he returned to Brockton, and continued 
to practice as before till his death, which took place 
Jan. 14, 1863. 

Dr. James Easton was in practice for some time. 

Dr. Nahum Smith was a botanic physicfan in the 
town for many years, till he removed to Haverhill, 
Mass. 

Dr. E. R. Wade came to Brockton about thirty- 
five years since, and was a botanic physician. 

Henry Eddy, M.D., came to Brockton as a physi- 
cian from Guilford, Conn. . He was formerly an Or- 
thodox clergyman ; settled in East Stoughton, Mass. ; 
he died sevend years since. 

Dr. James Lewis Hunt was bom in Jay, Essex Co., 
N. Y., Nov. 27, 1817 ; educated at Kimball Union 
Academy, Meridcn, N. H., and graduated at Dart- 
mouth College, Hanover, N. IL, in 1842; attended 
medical lectures at Cleveland and Cincinnati, Ohio ; 
graduated at the Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati, in 
1851 ; married Miss Maria Baldwin, of Medina, 
Ohio, Sept. 11, 1850; practiced medicine at Belle- 
Vue, Ohio, Plymouth, Mass., and Brockton ; removed 
from the last-named place but a few years since, and 
now resides at Painesville, Ohio. 
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Dr. George B. Cogswell had an oflBce in Wheeler's 
Block in 1859, where he remained but a short time. 

Br. Alexander Ilichborn had an office in the vil- 
lage, and practiced as a physician till 1861, when he 
enlisted as a captain in Company F, Twelfth Regiment, 
Col. Fletcher Webster ; afterwards became surgeon in 
the army. 

Silas L. Loomis, A.M., M.D., was bom in North 
Coventry, Conn., May 22, 1832; son of Silos and 
Esther (Case) Loomis ; eduositcd at the public schools 
of hb native town till iburtecn years of age ; studictl 
six months at Wesleyan Academy, Wilbruham, Mass., 
three years at Holliston, Mass. ; graduated at Wes- 
leyan University, Middletown, Conn., at the age of 
sixteen ; taught school ; elected teacher of Mathe- 
matics and Natural Sciences at Ilolliston Academy in 
1830 ; hold Uiat position during proptiniUiry and part 
of his collegiate studies; in connection with his 
brother, established the Adelphian Academy in North 
Bridgewater (now Brockton) in 1844, of which he 
was associate principal for ten years; was elected 
member of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science in 1853, at the Cleveland meet- 
ing; principal of Western Academy, Washington, 
D. C, 185G; graduated Doctor of Mcdicino, Gooi*gc- 
town College, 1856 ; accepted the appointment of 
chief astronomer of the United States Lake Survey 
Expedition in 1856 ; published the *' Normal Arith- 
metic" and *' Analytical Arithmetic" in 1859 ; elected 
professor of Chemistry, Physiology, and Hygiene of 
Georgetown College in 1861, and the same year was 
elected president of the Washington Scientific Asso- 
ciation ; in 1862 was appointed assistant surgeon 
U. S. A., and accompanied the Union army of Gen. 
McClellan from Fortress Monroe to Harrison's Land- 
ing, and afterwards stationed at the United States 
general hospitals ; in 1863, elected to the chair 
of Chemistry and Toxicology, Medical Deptirtmcnt, 
Georgetown College, and has written various articles 
upon medical and scientific subjects, many of which 
are highly recommended by the press and distinguished 
men of all classes. 

Lafayette Charles Loomis, A.M., M.D., born in 
North Coventry, Conn., July 7, 1824; son of Silas 
and Esther (Case) Loomis ; he was educated at the 
public school till the age of thirteen ; studied at 
Wesleyan Academy, Wilbraham, Mass., and at Ilol- 
liston, Mass.; graduated at Wesleyan University, 
Middletown, Conn., in 1844 ; he commenced teach- 
ing in the public schools at the age of fifteen, which 
he continued to do winters through his academic and 
collegiate studies ; in connection with his brother, es- 
tablished the Adelphian Academy in North Bridge- 



water (now Brockton) in 1844, of which ho was as- 
sociate principal till 1851 ; afterwards prineiptd of 
Irving Institute, Tarryt4>wn, N. Y., in 1852-53; 
elected professor of Rhetoric and Nutunil Sciuncc in 
Wesleyan Female College, Wilmington, Del., in 1853 ; 
professor of Moral and Mental Philosophy in 185-1, 
which chair he held till his election as president of 
the college, in 1857. Several articles appeared in 
the National Magazine during that time, lie was 
elected a member of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science in I85(>. In 1857 
elected president of the Delaware State Teachers' 
Association. In 1858 he published *' Mispah, Prayer 
and Friendship," a devotional work of great merit ; 
removed to Washington, D. C, and established the 
Lafayette Institute, a geminary for young ladies ; ed- 
ited '^ Mrs. IMionias' Travels in hiUro|>c, lOgypt, and 
Palestine" in 1860 and in 1861 ; wrote upon various 
subjects ; graduated Doctor of Medicine and Surgery, 
Medical Department, Georgetown College, in 1863. 

Present PhysicianB. — Among the present practi- 
tioners of medicine of Brockton are the following : 
Henry F. ]k)rden, George E. Freeman, E. A. Dakin, 
James C. Swan, A. Eliott Paine, E. A. Chase, S. 
J. Gruver, J. E. Bacon, Bradlord Allen, liencdict 
Donnovan, Chauncy M. Marston, W. P. Chisholm, 
Daniel A. Dimock, Fred. A. Bipley, E. E. Dean, 
Henry G. Ford, T. F. Roche, E. H. Sprague, Bar- 
tholomew W. Taber, Miss Ellen 11. Blackwood, Mrs. 
J. I). Wheeler (eclectic), Mrs. M. K. Stebbin.s, Fred. 
Crockett (magnetic). 

Rolan^ Hammond and Jesse II. Averill are located 
in Cam pel lo. 

Dr. Henry F. Borden is the son of Dr. A. K. 
Borden, one of the oldest physicians of the past gen- 
eration, and was born and educated in his native 
town, and is a successful member of the profession. 

Dr. James C. Swan is the son of Dr. Cidob Swan, 
of Easton, born of a family eminent for their skill as 
physicians, and it would be strange indeed if the son 
should not inherit some of the skill and success for 
which his father was noted. Although born in 
Easton and settled in West Bridgewater, yet he has 
a large and lucrative practice in Brockton, and has 
become one of the leading physicians in the county. 
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OIIAPTKR XXII. 

Burying-Qrounds — Melrose Cemetery — HearRe — ^Town Pound 
— liOek-Up — Poor — Town llou^e — Telcgrnph — Telephone^ 
StagoK — Pont-Onicoy Public Blocks, Hnlls, etc. 

Burying-Gronnds. — The custom of burying tlic 
dead in public places prevailed among the most an- 
cient nations. The Romans observed this custom in 
the earliest days, and in the more flourishing periods 
of the republic they burnt their dead, and only buried 
their ashes in urns. The ancient Oonuans deposited 
their dead in groves consecrated by their priests, and 
with the introduction of the Christian religion conso- 
cmted ptaci^s of burial have l)een appropriated fur 
that purpose all over the world. Christians of all 
denominations are beginning to regard the burial- 
places of their friends with that reverence due to the 
departed. 

Few evidences of a more refined sentiment can be 
found more marked than the selection of beautiful 
and choice grounds for the final resting-place of their 
friends. The once cheerless and gloomy aspect of 
our old burying-grounds has became attractive by 
the removal of all noxious weeds, thistles, and briers, 
and the yards neatly laid out with walks ** round 
about." 

In the early settlement of the country buryiug-lots 
were seleeled more with regard to eonvenieiice than 
for l<K)ks. Now iKsiutilul spots of ground are selected 
in retired localities, in some shaded grove, or in some 
rural locality. Costly monuments are erected with- 
out regard to expense. Formerly, after the bodies 
were buried, the care of the grave ceased. Now 
neat headstones are erected, and beautiful flowers are 
kept in bloom over the remains of loved ones. 

Probably the first bnrial-placo in Brockton was 
that situated on the westerly side of the main street, 
leading from the Centre to Carapcllo, and but a 
short distance from the residence of the late William 
Tribou. These grounds are of small size, and contain 
one tomb, and that of ancient date. In this yard 
many of the headstones are broken, or rough and ir- 
regularly placed, and some covered with moss, ren- 
dering the names quite illegible. This yard shows 
how little regard so many in the community pay to 
the final resting-place of their friends. It would 
scorn as though the friends and posterity of those 
buried there would try to improve a spot so exposed 
as that, on one of the public streets of the txiwn. A 
few trees set out would change the appearance very 
much, and a trifling expense in rearranging might 
make it 4]uito attractive. We hope ere long to see 
some improvements in that direction. 



Another yard was situated nearly opposite the 
Salisbury House, Campello, which was a very small 
family yard belonging to a few individuals. The first 
person buried there was Jonas Keith, the former 
ownor of the land, who died of the smallpox. The 
occupanta or proprietors of this lot have removed the 
remains of their friends to the new Union Cemetery. 
There was a family tomb in the yard belonging to 
the heirs of the late Simeon Keith. This lot was 
small, and situated quite near many houses, and was 
in so exposed a condition that it was given up as a 
burial-place several years since. 

There is still another quite largo burying-ground 
at the north end of the Centre, forming the corner of 
Mnin and Ashland Streets. This is an old yard, and 
is well filled with graves. How long this has been 
used for the purposes of burial we have no means of 
knowing. It is, however, one of the oldest in the 
town, and, like the first mentioned, needs care and 
some expense to make it attractive. There is one 
tomb in this yard erected by Col. Caleb Howard. 

There is also another burial-ground near the resi- 
dence of the late Ezekiel Merritt. This is probably 
quite an old spot, and is not much used of late, very 
few families being interested in the lot. The grand- 
father of William Cullen Bryant and others of the 
Bryant family lie buried here. 

Following Belmont Street to the west till we oomo 
near the mill at Tiidcn's Corner, on Liberty Street, 
we find a neat little yard, fenced with a substantial 
stone wall, with but a few graves in it, and those that 
are there seem to exhibit some care. 

We find another small burying-gronnd on Pleasant 
Street, near the residence of Charles T. Reynolds, in 
which are but a few graves. 

There is also a burying-ground in the easterly part 
of the town, on Pino Street, near the residence of the 
late Samuel Packard, in very good order. 

On Summer Street, near the residence of the late 
John Thompson, is another small yard, inclosed with 
a substantial stone fence, in which are several graves 
of comparatively recent date. 

Melrose Cemetery. — Traveling on the road from 
Brockton to Stoughton, on the Taunton turnpike, 
we find a modcrato-siziC spot of ground set apart for 
burial purposes, under the above name. In these 
grounds is one tomb belonging to the heirs of the late 
Capt. Lemuel Packard. This yard has the appear- 
ance of neatness, and is a very desirable looation for 
a cemetery. 

In 1848, Messrs. Chandler Sprague, Esq., and 
William F. Brett purchased a lot of land containing 
about fifteen acres, of Azel Packard, extending from 
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Centre Street on the north to Crescent Street on the 
south, and bordering upon Sprague's Pond on the 
west, for the purpose of a cemetery. The lund was 
divided into lots, walks, and avenues, and sold to 
various individuals for burial purposes. 

The following persons were organized into a cor- 
poration under the name of Union Cemetery, Oak 
Grove, of North Bridgewater, April 27, 1849, namely: 
Benjamin Kinsman, Oeorge B. Dunbar, Abel King- 
man, George W. Bryant, David Howard, Chandler 
Sprague, Francis M. French, Robert Smith, Lorenzo 
D. Ilervcy, William P. Howard, Edward South- 
worth, Jr., Charles S. Johnson, and William F. 
Brett. 

The cemetery was consecrated by appropriate ex- 
ercises May 21, 1849, at which Rev. Daniel Hunting- 
ton, of Campello, delivered an able address appropri- 
ate to the occasion. 

There is also another cemetery on the north side 
of Court Street, near Perez Southworth's, containing 
about three acres, which is occupied by the friends 
of the Catholic persuasion, under care of Rev. T. B. 
McNulty, called St. Patrick's Cemetery. 

Hearse. — In the early history of towns we find it 
was customary to carry the remains of departed 
friendi^ to the grave upon a bier made for that pur- 
pose.. It was usually carried upon the shoulders of 
men selected for that service, who were called bear- 
ers. Upon the introduction of carriages an effort 
was made to procure a hearse to take the place of the 
bier. 

In a warrant calling a meeting of the North Parish 
in April, 1818, we find an article **to see if the 
parish would build, or cause to be built, a hearse or 
decent carriage to carry the dead to a place of inter- 
ment, and a building to keep the same in." <* Voted 
not to act upon the article." 

Judging by a vote passed in November, 1828, we 
should suppose that a hearse and house were built 
by private enterprise. The vote is as follows: 
« Voted to accept of the hearse and house as pre- 
sented by the proprietors to the town of North 
Bridgewater, and that said town will pay the balance 
due to Captain David Ames for building suid house, 
amounting t4 fifly-two dollars." 

The house stood on the old church green until 
Aug. 10, 1835, when the parish voted to have it 
removed on aooount of building the parsonugo house. 

Nov. 4, 1850, a committee was chosen to-day to 
repair the old or build a new hearse. Franklin Ames, 
Eliphalet Kingman, and Ruel Richmond were the 
oommittee. A new hearse was procured during the 
year, and is the one now owned by the town. 



March 18, 1788, at a meeting held this day in the 
North Parish *' to see if the parish will vote to purchis 
a burying oloath, and choose a man or men to purchis 
the same," it was << voted that the precinct committee 
purchis a burying eloath, and they use their Discresion 
in that afair." 

Town Pound. — In the early settlement of the towns 
throughout the province swine were allowed to run at 
large, upon their being properly yoked, lietween April 
1st and October 15tli, and ** ringed in the nose all 
the rest of the year," under a penalty of six))onoe 
each. Also all sheep running at large, and nut under 
a shepherd, between May Ist and October 31st to a 
fine of threepence each. The several towns could, by 
vote of a majority, allow them to run at largo, but 
when they voted not to have them run there was need 
of a place to put those who should violate the law 
and break into corn-fields or private inclosures. lu 
1698 a law was passed requiring towns to make and 
keep a pound, as follows : 

'' That there shall be a safficient pound or pounds made and 
maintained, from time to time, in every town and preoinoi 
within this province, in suob part or places thereof as the sulect- 
men shall direct and appoint, at a cost and charge of such town 
and precinct, for the iinpuundiii;; or roftmining of any swine, 
neat cattle, horses, or Khoop as shall lio found ilauiago-ffmMint lu 
any corn-field or othur enclosures; or swinu, unyoked orun- 
ringed, neat cattle, horses, or sheep going upon the common, 
not allowed to feed there by the major part of the Propriety," etc. 

In accordance with the above rec^uirement the town 
of Bridgewater maintained a town pound from its first 
settlement, and when it wus divided into precincts 
each precinct was required to erect one within their 
limits. The North Parish (now Bruukton) being u 
law-loving and law-abiding people, erected one upon 
or near the meeting-house green, which remained till 
1828, when, by a vote of the town of North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), it was removed. April 7, 
1828, the following record jvppcars on the town books: 
'^ Voted to accept the oiTor of Buiijaniin Kingman, 
which is to furnish the town with a pound for forty 
years, and remove the stone of the pound for his own 
use as a compensation." 

Mr. Kingman furnished the same according to 
agreement. 

When the lands of our fathers were wild and un- 
fenoed, the ^'oattell," "hoggs, "sheap," and ** bosses'* 
were allowed to run at large in the fields and roads, 
and then the cattle were usually marked in sonic 
way, generally by a slit in one or both of the ears, 
and the marks were recorded upon the records of the 
town, and a bell was also attached to their necks. 
The hogs wore either " yoaked" or had ** wrings" in 
their noses to prevent their doing damage, and the 
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sliccp wore yokes also ; llie horses were fettered with 
a chain passing from one ankle to another, that they 
might be taken at pleasure. 

As the country became settled, people began to 
fence their lots and farms, and swine were placed in 
small pens, the sheep placed in folds, and the cattle 
inclosed in lots used as pasture. 

Lock-up. — The next thing in order should be the 
lock-up. Provision having been mndo for penning 
cattle and other animals, there was also a need of some 
place in which persons committing crimes, and who 
could not take care of themselves, could be placed for 
safe-keeping, or be kept until they could have a trial. 

The number of such persons was very few previous 
to about 1852, when the town voted to provide a 
place for the safe-keeping of criminals. The first place 
provided was the building that had previously been 
used as a hearse-house, which was fitted for that pur- 
pose, and used till 1857, when the town voted to dis- 
pose of the lock-up, and provide a suitable place for 
the safe-koopiiig of criminals upon the town farm. 

Again, Nov. 30, 1857, the town 'Woted to choose 
a conimittoe of three to build a lock-up for the deten- 
tion of criminals, and that said committee be and are 
hereby authorized to purchase or lease a lot of land 
within the limits of the Watch District." Qeorge B. 
Dunbar, Elijah H. Joslyn, and Lyman Clark were the 
conimittoe, who ])rocc(Ml(Ml to (*roct the snuie upon a 
hit of land purchaKcd of \V. lloliiston Whitman, a 
short diKtance south of Crescent Street. The build- 
ing is built of brick, with cells fitted with iron bed- 
steads, bars, and bolts, in a durable form. The build- 
ing was inclosed by a board fence several feet high. 
There is now a regularly organized police established 
in the city, and a lock-up was made connected with 
the police-station. 

Poor. — Until within a few years it was the custom 
of the different towns of Massachusetts to " vendue 
the poor ;*' that is, to sell the support of the poor to 
the one who would do it the cheapest. The last vote 
we find on record in relation to selling the poor in the 
town of Urockton was April 1, 1822, as follows: 
'* Voted that all paupers who cannot by themselves or 
friends procure a home, to be put out at public auc- 
tion or private sale, for one year from the 15th inst, 
the remainder to bo provided for by the seleotmen.*' 

In 18l>0 the propriety of building a house for 
the use of the town, and to provide a place for 
the poor, was brought to the attention of the citi- 
zens in town-meeting, and a committee appointed to 
examine and report concerning the expediency of 
purchasing a ]ioor-li(mse. Mark JVrkins, Caleb 
Howard, Esc]., Eliphalet Kingman, Jonathan Cary, 



and Jiela Keith, Esq., were the committee, who. re- 
ported that the subject of purchasing a town farm 
was worthy the attention of the town. Accordingly, 
April 4, 1831, Benjamin Kingman, Micah Packard, 
and Abel Kingman were appointed a committee with 
full power to purchase a house and land for the use 
of the town's poor. April 25, 1831, a farm was pur- 
chased of Benjamin King, Esq., in the easterly part 
of the town, consisting of ninety-four and throe- 
quarters acres of land and buildings thereon, formerly 
known as the Deacon Jacob Fuller farm, for the sum 
of two thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
A superintendent was appointed yearly to manage the 
farm and take proper care of the poor. Deacon 
Jacob Fuller was the first person placed in charge. 
Theron Ames, Josiah Dunbar, Weston Simmons, Gol- 
wcll Jones, and the present superintendent, Howard, 
have had the management since the first. A board of 
faithful and trusty overseers of the poor are annually 
elected by the town, who have the general oversight 
of the poor and provide for their wants, and we are 
satisfied that the poor of the town are well oared for. 

This farm, with additions made by purchase at dif- 
ferent times, is the present City Farm, consisting now 
of one hundred and twenty-five acres. The old 
buildings having been out of repair and unfit for alms- 
house purposes for some time, the matter of better 
acconimodatioti has been a subject of discussion for 
some years. 

By vote of the City Council, in 1883, the joint 
standing Committee on Public Property and the 
Overseers of the Poor, acting jointly, were author- 
ized to contract for a house and barn, and cause the 
same to be erected on such a location on the City 
Farm as they may select. Acting under this vote, a 
location was selected on the west side of Thatcher 
Street, and June 9th the committee advertised for 
bids for the erection of the buildings. Nine pro- 
posals were received. They were opened June 23d. 
John F. Beals being the lowest bidder, the contract 
was awarded to him July 6th, he contracting to build 
and complete (excepting heating) the buildings for 
eleven thousand three hundred dollars. The contract 
for heating was later awarded to R. G. Shepard, for 
the sum of seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

The building contract called for a house consisting 
of a main or central portion three stories high, thirty 
feet long, thirty-nine feet wide, with two wings, each 
thirty-six feet long and thirty-one feet wide, two and 
a half stories high ; also a barn, seventy feet long and 
forty feet wide. The buildings have been completed 
to our satisfaction. The inmates were transferred 
from the old house Deo. 31, 1883. The house is 



714 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



admirably adapted for the business, being heated 
throughout by steam, ample hospital accommodations 
in the upper story of the main house (a necessity 
which has long existed), pleasant, well-ventilated 
sleeping-rooms, complete arrangements for cooking, 
hot and cold water in wash-room, — in fact, every 
arrangment for the proper care and comfort of forty 
inmates. 

The barn is well fitted, having accommodations for 
eighteen cattle and several horses, and ample con- 
veniences fur their care. The city is to be congratu- 
lated upon the completion of these buildings, and that 
the poor can be well provided for. 

Warning out of Town. — The people in ancient 
days resorted to various means to prevent immigrants 
coming into town from becoming chargeable upon the 
public. A custom much in use in the town of 
Bridgcwater was to notify or warn the parties mov- 
ing into the town *' to depart hence." We insert a 
copy of one handed to us as a specimen of early 
notions : 

" Plymouth «•. 

''To John Tildrn, Joinku: 
** By virtue of a warrant from tlio selcotmen of the town of 
Bridgewatcr, you are requested to depart the HmitB of said 
town within fifteen days, you not having obtained leave of in- 
habiting the same. 

"JOXATUAN KkITII, OoMtubU. 

" November 26, 1789." 

Town-Honse. — The first town-meeting in the town 
of North Bridgewatcr (now Brockton) was held in 
the meeting-house of the First Congregational Church, 
in 1821 . Since that time the meeting has been holdcn 
in the various public halls in the village. Several 
attempts have been made to see if the town would 
build a house suitable for holding town-meetings. 
The first move in that direction was in 1843, as 
appears by vote of the town Deo. 16, 1843. At a 
meeting held on that day to see if the town would 
purchase the Second Congregational meeting-house, 
it was " voted to choose a committee of three to con- 
sider of the matter, and report at a future meeting." 
Benjamin Kingman, Jesse Perkins, and Eliphalet 
Kingman were the committee. In 1847 the subject 
was brought before the town at a meeting held in 
May, at which it was " voted to postpone building a 
town-house at present.*' Again, *< March 11, 1850, 
Bola Keith, Esq., Jesse Perkins, Esq., Col. Edward 
South worth, Caleb Copeland, Marcus Packard, Isaac 
Hartwell, and Capt. Henry French were chosen a 
committee to procure a plan of a building, and the 
probable cost of the same, also the subject of pur- 
chasing a lot of land, and report at a future meet- 
ing.*' A report was made, and, Sept. G, 1850, the 



committee were instructed to purchase a lot of land 
of William P. Howard, which was done. The lot 
situated opposite II. W. Robinson's store, corner of 
Main and Centre Streets, the lot on which Bryant's 
Block stands, and Brockton's elegant post-ofiice, was 
purchased of Mr. Howard for the sum of fiHoen hun- 
dred dollars. April 30, 1855, the town voted to 
authorize the selectmen to sell the town-house lot at 
public auction within thirty days. The lot was sold 
to Mr. David F. Stndlcy and othern for thrfo thou- 
sand and fifty dollars. 

The above is the last we have heard in reference 
to erecting a town-house. 

Telegraph. — The first electric current that passed 
through the town of North Bridgewatcr (now Brock- 
ton) on wires was in 1856. The line was rnn from 
Boston to Myrick's Station, on the line of the Full 
llivcr liailroad. The proprietors were Messrs. Brewer 
and Baldwin. At first the nearest office to this town 
was at Bridgewatcr. A short time had elapsed after 
the completion of the wires when an effort was made 
to have an office established nearer to this town, and 
through the eiforts of Fnuiklin Ames, 1^^., one was 
opened to the public May G, 185G. The following 
is the first message to the citizens of the town, and 
was from the editor of the Barnstable l\Urwt^ to the 
editor of the North Bridgewater Gazette : 

"To Georor Puimnby: 

"We oongrntulale you, und oihers of North ISridgowator, on 
the opening of a tolegntph-offioe nt jrour plaoe. I am happy to 
shako hauils with you this p.m. Qod bless and prosfier you. 

"8. B. Phinnhy." 
Reply, 
''To Major Puinnby: 

** Wo roceivo your oongratulations upon the ocoasion of open- 
ing a telegraph-office here with heartfelt pleasure. May the 
connection this day effected between North Bridgewater and 
Ca)>e Cod never be severed. With the hope that thu Union may 
be preserved, " I remain yours truly, 

"(IBOIUIK PniNKKY." 

Telephone. — ^Tho Brockton Telephone Company's 
business was started in April, 1878, by building a lino 
from Brockton to Campello, one and one-half miles 
distant. 

In 1880 a company was organized for the purpose 
of establishing a lino to Boston and local extensions, 
with a capital of ten thousand dollars, which was 
aftorwards increased to seventeen thousand dollars. 
Col. John J. Whipple was president; (jieorge K. Bry- 
ant, Henry E. Lincoln, Augustus T. Jones, and D. 
T. Burrell, of Brockton, with C. D. Nash, of South 
Abington, and C. A. Stearns, of Boston, directors ; 
Charles W. Sumner, clerk and treasurer. 

The first communication from Brockton to Boston 
was by A. K. Sproul, IDsq., the c^)rrespondcnt of the 
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fhix/nii Herald^ May 27, 1881, the evening]; on wliicli 
llio line \v:i8 completed. Tluis tlie city of UrockUm 
is ill comiJiunic«ntioii with the outer world by tele- 
phone to any point witliin speaking distance. 

Stages. — Who is there that does not reeullect how 
the old mail-coach sounded as it rattled over the stone 
roads from Brockton to Boston, flrst tri- weekly, then 
daily, carrying the mails? IIow the people gathered 
around the driver to c^itch the latest news on the 
route, for a stage-driver was the greatest man of the 
age. Hear the crack of his whip as he reins the 
horses up to every person^s door, and piles on the 
trunks and bandboxes. Now the iron horse takes the 
])lace of horse-flesh, and steam the place of oats and 

hay. 

The first public stage that ran through or from 
Brockton was about 1820 ; it was a joint-stock com- 
pany, of whom Silas Packard, Esq., of Brockton, 
Seth Allen, of Halifax, Capt. Nathaniel H. Cross, of 
Kast Bridgewater, and Capt. Asa l*ratt, of South 
Bridgewatcr, were part owners. It consisted of a two- 
horse cjirriage that was formerly used by Governor 
riiillips as a private carriage. Col. Nathan Jones, of 
Brockton, was a driver for one year. It started from 
Bridgewater three times a week. After running about 
two years, the company sold their interest to Messrs. A. 
M. Withington and Burr, who afterwards sold to Na- 
Ihanif^l Blako and Whooler. Soon nfU^r Mr. Wheeler 
sold his interest to Jacob Churchill, and he to Newton 
ITodgcH, who continued to conduct the lino with Mr. 
Blake. At the time Mr. Withington bought of the 
company. Col. Jones lefl the line and started a two- 
horse coach from Brockton, running from that place on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays, in and out from 
Boston the same day. While Col. Jones was running 
his coach, Mr. John Madden, of Randolph, put on a 
coach to run from that place to Boston. Mr. Madden 
and Col. Jones soon put their teams together and ran 
from Brockton for two years. At the end of that 
time they ran their coach to Bridgewater. Messrs. 
Hodge and Blake continued to own and run the line, 
carrying the mails from Bridgewater through Brook- 
ton, they running one day, and Messrs. Jones and 
Madd(Mi running opposite days. Mr. Blako then sold 
his interest to Col. Jones, and ho to John Long, who 
continued till the opening of the railroad. 

An opposition coach was started in 1837 or 1838 
by Jabcz Gould, and ran to Boston daily from Brock- 
ton Village till the '< Stoughton Branch Railroad*' 
was built, when he ran in connection with tho oars ; 
ho ceased to run when the "Fall River Railroad'* 
began to run their cars, in 18iG. Another line of 
coaches passed through the "West Shares" in the 



west part of tho town, on tho old turnpike fVom 
Taunton to Boston. The line was owned for many 
years by Jesse Smith, of Taunton. 

S. D. Butler commenced running a line of coaches 
in connection with the Stoughton cars, from tho Sal- 
i>bury House, Campello, Oct. 2, 1854, but continued 
for a short time only. May 13, 1857, A. 8. Porter 
commenced a line to Boston three times a week, and 
in the middle of next month commenced to run a 
daily line. I. Tisdale, of Stoughton, and John 0. 
Hudson, of East Bridgewater, ran a ooach from 
Stoughton to Plymouth for a year or more about 
twelve years since. There was also a line of stages 
connecting at Bridgewater with a coach for New Bed- 
ford, owned by Pelatiah Gould, that passed through 
the town to Boston tri-weekly about the same time. 

Fost-Offices. — The first post-office established in 
Brockton was in 1816. Tlie following are the names 
of the postmasters from 1816 to the present time : 

Olmilnfi racknrtl Nov. 2, 1810. 

Nnthtmicl Crosp. July 1, 1820. 

Kihvnrd Southwortb, Jr Sept. 10, 1830. 

Aaron B. Drake July 20, 1853. 

Abol W. Kingtnnn Doo. 11, 1855. 

Henry French 1801. 

Augustus T. Jones 

George II. Fullerton 

Joseph M. Hollywood is the present postmaster. 
A post-office was established in the west part of the 
town in 1828, called Northwest Bridgewater, now 
" Brockton Heights,'* with the following appoint- 
ments: 

llctnan Pnckard Nor. I.'?, 1828. 

Nathaniel II. Cross July 1, 1829. 

George Clark Feb. 11, 1831. 

Levi French Sept. 6, 1840. 

Previous to the establishment of a post-office in 
the North Parish and the running of a mail-ooach, 
the letters and what few newspapers people had in 
those days were brought to town by poet-riders,' 
market-wagons, and other private conveyances from 
Boston. At the time of the incorporation of the 
town of North Bridgewater (now Brockton), in 1821, 
a regular established line of mail communication hav- 
ing been provided by the government, there was one 
mail per day from the city, and since tho mail has been 
earned by railroad there are six mails each way daily. 

Previous to 1850 the people of Campello had for 
some time hired the mail for that village brought 
down to them by a special messenger, for distribution 
at the store ; but finding the business increasing to 
such an extensive amount daily, a few publio-spirited 
individuals of that place petitioned for the establish- 
Hient of a separate post-office. This was granted to 
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them Feb. 12, 1850, at which time Mr. Nelson J. 
Fo68 was appointed postmaster. 

Albert Keith has held that office for several years, 
and is the present incumbent. The post-offioe at 
Brockton is one of the best-arranged offices in the 
country, having the most approved boxes, and in a 
fine brick block owned by George E. Bryant, Esq. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, BLOCKS, HALLS, BTC. 

Aoademy of Moflo, Main, corner Main and Crescent Streeta. 

Alroslioafle, AlmshouBO Lane, west side of Thatcher Street. 

Athorton blook, Moin, 0|i|»osito Ilavorliill Street. 

Atou block, Linden Street. 

Bixby bailding, comer Main and School Streets. 

Bryant building, corner Main and Centre Streets. 

Control block, comer Main and Centre Streets. 

City block, corner Midn and Ward Streets. 

Clark's block, comer Main and Centre Streets. 

Concert Hall, corner Main and High Streets. 

Court-house, corner Main and Kast Elm Streets. 

Cunningham Hall, on Bast Elm Street. 

Forester's Hall, on East Elm Street. 

Gasette building, opposite First Church. 

Gardner's block, comer Montello and Centre Streets. 

Goodall's blook. Main Street (Campello). 

Grond Army Republic Hall, Ryder's block. Main, opposite 
Belmont Street. 

Jlibemian Hall, East Elm, near Main Street. 

Home Bank building, ooriior Main and Church Streets. 

Howard block. Main, opposite Church Street. 

Howard, Clark A Co., nearly opposite Church Street. 

Joslyn block, Centre Street, near Main Street. 

Keith's block. Main, corner Depot Street (Campello). 

Kingman's block. Main, near School Streets. 

Linden block, comer Main and Linden Streets. 

Lyman block. Main, uuar High Street. 

Masonic Hall, in city block, corner Main and High Street. 

Mechanic's Hall in Packard block. Main, corner Main and 
East Elm StreeU. 

Mercantile building, comer Main and East Elm Streets. 

Music Hall, in Mercantile building. 

New Church Hall, basement New Jerasalem Church, Main 
Street, near comer Crescent Street. 

Odd-Fellows' Hall, Howard block. Main, near High Street. 

Opera House block. Mercantile building. Main, corner East 
Elm Street. 

Packard Block, corner Main and Bast Elm Streets. 

Perkins block, corner Main and Green Streets. 

Perkins Hall, in Perkins blook, corner Main and Green 
Streets. 

Perry's block. Centre, beyond railroad crossing. 

Public Library, in Satucket block, corner Khn and Main 
Streets. 

Richmond building, Church Street. 

Ryder building, Main, opposite Hotel Belmont. 

Satucket block, corner Main and Elm Streets. 

Spanlding building, next south of Kingman's blook. 

Star building, Main, near High Street. 

SL Patrick's ToUl Abstinence Society's Hall, Kingman's 
block, Main Street. 

Studley block, 415 Main. 

Theatre building. East Elm, near Main Street. 

Tyler Cobb's (now Curtis Bros.') building, corner Main and 
High StreeU. 



Washburn's blook, comer Main ami Sohool Streets. 
Webster Hall, East Elm, near Main Strei-L 
White's block. Main, opposite Hotel Belmont 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

SOCIETIES— MISCELLANEOUS. 

Masonio. — Paul liEVEEB Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons. — This lodge was instituted Feb. 
5, 185G, and is in a flourisliing cunditiun, with a 
prospect of extended usefulness under its excellent 
officers. The original petitioners were Lucien B. 
Keith, Oeorge Clark, Ix>rcnso D. Hcrvey, llobert 
Smith, Alexander Hichborn, Jonus R. Perkins, Esq., 
Augustus Mitchell, David Cohb, Tliouins May, Samuel 
Howard, and Hiram Packard. 

The following were the officers at the formation of 
society : Lucien B. Keith, W. M. ; George Clark, S. 
W. ; Lorenso D. Hervey, J. W. ; Augustus Mitchell, 
S. D. ; Alexander Hichborn, J. D. ; Robert Smith, 
Treas. ; Jonas R. Perkins, Sec. ; Hirum Packard, S. 
S. ; Thomas Mayhew, Tyler. 

Pr(!Mont officers: Edward Parker, Jr., W. M. ; 
David W. Battles, S. W. ; Robert L. Williams, J. 
W. ; Bradford E. Jones, Treas. ; Frederick R. French, 
Sec. ; Loyed E. Chamberlain, S. D. ; Henry Hartwell, 
J. D. ; Albert Manley, S. S. ; James C. Tannatt, J. 
S. ; Henry C. Qurney, Organist ; Oeorge B. Bryant 
(2) Tyler; Rev. A. Everett Ooodeuougli, Chap. 

Satucket Royal Auch Ciiai>i*kh. — The follow- 
ing persons petitioned for a chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, which was granted Dec. 7, 1869: Charles 
C. Bixby, Baalis Sanford, Jr., Francis M. French, 
Enos H. Reynolds, Loring W. Puffer, Francis B. 
Washburn, Davis S. Packard, Francis A. Thayer, 
Samuel B. Hinckley, L. Bradford Howard, Alfred 
JiawM, Rufus E. Brett, Allen Crocker, Jonas R. Per- 
kins, Peter F. Hollywood, Francis M. Sylvester, E. 
I. Packard, W. S. Ourney, James H. Cooper, Henry 
A. Brett, Edgar E. Dean, E. Wilson Morse, William 
W. Cross, Benjamin R. Clap)>, J. D. Mitchell. 

The following is u list of the first officers : Haalis 
Sanford, Jr., H. P. ; Charles C. Bixby, K. ; Francis 
M. French, S.; Alfred Laws, C. of H.; Enos H. 
Reynolds, P. S.; E. Austin Packard, R. A. C. ; 
James H. Cooper, M. 3d V. ; Davis S. Packard, M. 
2d v.; Charles A. P. Mason, M. IstV. ; Francis A. 
Thayer, Treas. ; Jonas R. Perkins, Sec. ; Oeorge Q. 
Withington, Chap. ; John Underhay, S. S. ; Vorunus 
Filoon, J. S. ; Hiram D. Kendriek, Tyler. 

Present officers, 1884 : Veranus Filoon, M. E. 
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II. P.; Dnvid W. Bnttlcs, K.; John Wr«tp:nto, iS.; 
Albion n. Howe, C. of 11. ; David W. Blnnkinnliip, 
P. 8. ; Davis S. Packard, Trcas. ; Fred. R. French, Sec. ; 
Rev. Saiuuc) llodgkiss, Chap. ; Joseph Horsey, M. 3d 
V. ; F. A. Kingman, M. 2d V. ; Albert Manley, M. 
let v.; John A. Jackson, R. A. C. ; Oeorge E. 
Bryant (2d), Tyler. 

Bay State Commanderyof Knights Templab. 
— A 8|>ccial assembly of the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island was called to meet 
at Brockton, Mass., June 24, 1874, for the purpose 
of constituting the " Bay State Commandery." The 
day was all that could be desired, a gala day for Brock- 
ton ; bright uniforms and beautiful banners made a 
grand display, which, together with fine music, the 
scene was not soon forgotten. The assembly met in 
Music Ilnll, where were the ceremonies. A banquet 
was served in Murray Hull, which was in the style for 
which the citizens of Brockton are famous. This 
was the first public introduction of Knights Templar 
Masonry into the t.own. 

List of original monibcrs: Bnalis Snnford, Jr., 
Davis Snow l*ackard, Kverett Austin Packard, Henry 
Copeland, John 0. Emerson, Joseph W. Freeman, 
Henry W. Gammon, John Smith Fuller, Leonard 
Church Stetson, George F. Coughlin, Henry B. Wood, 
Hiram C. Aldeu, William H. Alden, Jason G. How- 
ard, Knos Hawes Reynolds, Lewis Porter, George 
Richardson Thompson, Albion Harrison Howe, James 
H. Cooper, Edward Oman Noyes, Charles A. P. 
Mason, Thomas Reed, Allen Crocker, Elbridgo Wilson 
Morse, Rufus E. Brett, Charles Chancy Bixby, Frank 
Morton, J. Winsor Pratt, George B. Coggswell, 
Henry Herbert Howard, Jonas Reynolds Perkins, 
Lysander Bradford Howard, Francis Mortimer 
French, George Edward Freeman, David Brayton, 
Edgar Everett Dean, Samuel Jiond Hinckley, Oscar 
Calkins, Theodore Meyers House, A. J. Gove, George 
Brott, ()harl(!H Francis l^orter, Fred. Jj. Brett, Edward 
Parker, Jr. 

List of first ofiicers : Edward Parker, E. C. ; 
Baalis Sanfnrd, Jr., Gen.; Henry H. Packard, Capt. 
Gen.; Theodore M. House, Prel. ; Hiram C. Alden, 
S. W. ; Enos H. Reynolds, J. W. ; John 0. Emer- 
son, Treas. ; H. Herbert Howard, Rec. ; George R. 
Thompson, 8w. B. ; Henry W. Gammons, St. B. ; 
James H. Cooper, W. ; Jofteph W. Freeman, E. Aus- 
tin Packard, John S. Fuller, C.'s of the G. ; Albion 
H. Howe, Sent. 

Present organization of oflicers : Elmer W. Wal- 
ker, E. C. ; A. Cranston Thompson, Gen. ; Veranus 
Filoon, Capt. Gen. ; Mirandus R. Dustin, Prel. ; Ben- 
jamin 0. Caldwell, S. W. ; Albion H. Howe, J. W. ; 



Davis S. Packard, Trcas. ; Baalis San ford, Rcc. ; John 
A. Jackson, St. B. ; Walter Bradford, Sw. B. ; David 
W. Blankinship, W. ; Edward 8. Powers, 0. of G. ; 
F. A. Kingman, 2d G. ; William H. Wade, 3d G. ; 
George E. Bryant (2d), Tyler. 

Brockton Council, Royal and Select Mas- 
ters. — Chartered April, 1884. 

Veranus Filoon, T. L M. ; A. Cranston Thompson, 
Dep. ; Edward S. Powers, P. C. W, ; Davis S. Pack- 
ard, Treas. ; Baalis San ford, Reo. ; Charles C. Bixby, 

C. of G. ; Edward Parker, Jr., Con. ; Rev. Samuel 
Hodgkiss, Chap. ; Enos H. Reynolds, M. ; James 
Edgar, St. ; Stephen W. Leigh ton, Sent. Meet on 
the third Friday of each month, in " Masonic Hall,'* 
City Block, Main Street. 

St. Georoe IxtDQE OF Free and Accepted 
Masons, Campello. — Chartered Feb. 20, 1878; 
meet in GoodalFs Block, Main Street. 

Charter members : Fred. W. Park, Damon King- 
man, Thomas W. Child, Elmer L. Keith, Peter Dal- 
ton, J. E. Merchant, George A. Haven, Howard P. 
Keith, Charles H. Dalton, Horace B. Rogers, George 
M. Skinner, H. A. Monk, William Richards, H. N. 
P. Hubbard, George Stevens, Lyman E. Keith, Wil- 
liam S. Green, J. M. Hyde, Flavel B. Keith, Gardner 
J. Kingman. 

Number of members in 1884, sixty-two. 

Massasoit Lodge of I. 0. of 0. F., No. 69. — ^This 
lodge w:is instituted in June, 184G. Among the 
members of the society were the following persons, 
who held some office at its beginning : Robert Smith, 
Waldo Bradford, James F. Packard, Cephas W. 
Drake, Ellis Packard, Samuel Webster, Lorenzo D. 
Hervey, Lorenzo Dillingham, T. 8. Mitchell, and 
Aaron B. Drake. 

In 1876, Ellis Packard, Noah Chesman, Lorenzo 

D. Hervey, Horatio E. Paine, Rufus E. Brett, Oakes 
S. Soule, and George R. Whitney petitioned for a new 
charter, which was granted, and they were reinstitnted 
by Rev. A. St John Chambre, deputy, Feb. 16, 1871. 
The following were the first officers of the lodge: 
Noah Chesman, N. G. ; Lorenzo D. Hervey, V. Q. ; 
Rufus E. Brett, Sec. ; Oakes S. Soule, Treas. 

Officers for the year 1 884 /Nathan T. Soule. N. G. ; 
Daniel P. Kenney, V. G. ; Daniel H. Leach, Reo. 
Sec. ; William H. Savage, Treas. ; Elmer B. Hay- 
ward, P. S. ; Albert R. Wade, W. ; Joshua M. Jen- 
ney, Con. ; William H. Mackey, O. G. ; Bradford R. 
Parks, I. G. 

Membership, two hundred and twenty-five. Meet- 
ings every Thursday, in Odd-Fellows' Hall, Howard 
Block, Main Street. 

Nemasket Encampment, 1. 0. of 0. F., No. 44. — 
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—Chartered Aug. 2, 1871. Instituted Oct. 9, 
1871. 

Petitiouiug members : J. W. Freeman, H. F. Bor- 
den, Walter Scott, llufus E. Brett, Sewall P. Howard, 
H. Herbert Howard, E. E. Packard, W. F. Strattoo, 
O^orgo £. Minzej. 

Oflicers at the organization, 1871 : Henry F. Bor- 
den, C. P. ; Walter Scott, S. W. ; Rufus B. Brett, 
Scribe ; Sewall P. Howard, Treas. ; H. Herbert 
Howard, J. W.; E. E. Packard, Guide; W. F. 
Stratton, I. 8.; George E. Minzej, 0. S. ; A. St. 
John Chambre, H. P. 

Officers for the year 1884 : Arthur P. Starrett, 
C. P. ; Kenelm W. Shaw, H. P. ; Otis Churchill, 
S. W. ; Adelbert Belcher, J. W. ; George Garland, 
Scribe ; Henry B. Caldwell, Treas. 

Membership, one hundred and twenty-five. Meet- 
ings second and fourth Mondays, monthly, in Odd- 
Fellows' Hall, Howard Block, Main Street. 

Beatrice Lodge, No. 28, Daughters of Rebec- 
oah. — This lodge was instituted on Tuesday, Feb. 15, 
1876. Officers of the Grand Lodge officiating. 

The following is a Ibt of the officers elected at the 
first meeting : N. G., Col. John J. Whipple ; V. G., 
Mrs. Emeline F. Allen; II. S., Mrs. Enicliue H. 
Gould ; F. S., E. M. Shaw ; Treas., Mrs. II. B. Cald- 
well ; R. S. N. G., Mrs. Augustus B. Loring ; L. S. 
N. G., Mrs. William H. Savage ; W., H. H. Howard ; 
C, Mrs. H. M. Bartlett; R. S. V. G., John 0. Em- 
erson ; L. S. V. G., J. S. Paine ; I. S., Augustus B. 
Loring; 0. S., 0. B. Hervey. 

There were fifly ladies who have become members 
of this institution. 

Knights of Honor. — Buockton Lodge, No. 218, 
instituted Jan. 27, 1876. Charter members : George 
R. Fullerton, Henry H. Filoon, James R. Drew, W. 
W. Kidder, H. N. P. Hubbard, George W. Kecd, 
Eli A. Chase, James H. Cooper, Charles 0. Wilbur, 
Myron II. Packard, Frederic E. French, S. B. 11 ink- 
ley, Leonard C. Stetson, Augustus B. Loring, Edward 
O. Noyes, George C. Holmes, John S. Fuller, Charles 
Roundy. 

Officers: George M. Copeland, D. ; William E. 
Bird, V. D. ; Ethan Allen, A. D. ; Frank E. Shaw, 
P. D. ; George R. Lyons, Chap. ; Charles Hartwell, 
G. ; David W. Blankinship, Rep. ; Charles Perkins, 
Fin. Rep. ; John McCarty, Treas. ; Frederic Schroo- 
ter, G. ; John Kohler, S. ; Edward 0. Noyes, James 
H. Cooper, Rufos E. Packard, trustees. 

Royal Arcanum. — Brockton Council, No. 848, 
instituted August, 1884. L. Morton Packard, R. ; 
Daniel J. Terhune, P. R. ; Joseph W. Terhuno, V. 
R.; Charles N. SwiR, 0.; T. G. Nye, Jr., Sec; 
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David W. Blankinship, Col. ; Charles Perkins, Treas. ; 
Charles O. Bates, G. ; George M. Co|>clflnd, Cliiip. ; 
Allston Holbrook, W. ; Alfred G. Churchill, O. S. 
Charter members: Charles Perkins, DanittI J. Ter- 
huno, L. Morton Packard, Allston Holbrook, Samuel 
J. Gruver, George M. Copeland, Joseph W. Terhune, 
Frank H. Wales, Charles H. Shannon, E. H. Shan- 
non, Charles 0. Bates, Charles N. Swift, T. G. Nye, 
Jr., Alfred G. Churchill, Fred. M. Atwood, John 
Burbour, Frank Plummer, J. Porter Scnddcr, Henry 
E. Adums, W. L. Draper, Luther C. Howe, Willis 
E. Webster, David W. Blankinship, (jloorgo F. Gar- 
land, J. C. Henry, C. C. Fisher, George S. Adams, 
E. P. Butler, W. H. Bailey. 

Ancient Order of United Workmen. — Cam- 
rRLi«o IjODQK, No. HO, organised July 8, 1881. Char- 
ter nicmbors: J. N. Reed, P. M. W. ; Jc.s.se H. 
Aver ill, M. W. ; William H. Car]>cnter, F. ; L. i). 
Doteii, 0. ; H. F. Packard, R. ; Eugene B. Estes, 
F. ; Augustus Davenport, R. ; M. L. Keene, G. ; 
Frank W. Osborne, L W. ; J. H. Miles, 0. W. ; 
Albert P. Hardy, Frans L. Braconier. 

"Eternal Truth, Justice, Honesty, and Mutual 
Aid." 

This organi'zation is cstahlisheil " for (ho eniMMir- 
agoment and support of brothers in sickness, out 
of employment, or on travel, to the amount of two 
thousand dollars. For the practice of charity, the 
inspiration of hope, and the protection of all good.'* 
Constituted by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 
Caleb 11. Sprague, G. M. W. ; Hugh Doherty, G. R. ; 
July 8, 1881. 

Junior Order United American Mechanics. — 
Satuckrt Council, No. 6. This council was in- 
stituted at James' Hall, by officers of the State Coun- 
cil, Tuesday, Feb. 1, 1881. There were about thirty 
members present, and others proposed to join. Thu 
following is the list of officers : 

C, Bforton F. Perkins; V. 0., E. Bindfurd South- 
worth ; R. S., Zephaniah T. Sherman ; Asst. R. S., 
W. Herbert Morton; F. S., A. N. Ward; Treas., 
Edgar S. Willis ; C, A. E. Davis ; W., F. W. Os- 
borne ; I. S., J. A. Fisher ; 0. S., F. F. Horton. 

United Order of the Oolden Cross. — Gabpielp 
Commander V, No. 158. This commandery was in- 
stituted by J. H. Morgan, Deputy Grand Commander 
of Miissachusetts, on Wednesday, Sept. 21, 1881. 
The objects of this order are to unite fraternally all 
acceptable persons for social pleasure and improve- 
ment ; to give moral and material aid, by encourage- 
ment in business and aid when in distress, and pro« 
vide a fund for the family of a deceased member. 
The following were the officers for 1881 : N. 0., N. S. 
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Wood; V. ()., Josc)>li M. Poole; P., 11. II. llarlow; 
K. of R., Ti. K. Hinl ; Treaa., Henry M. liittlcOoia ; 
F. K. of R., W. A. Rrodcrick; II., Allisoii Howes; 
W. of I. 0., Mrs. L. F. Bird ; W. of O. 0., J. H. 
Jameson; P. N. C, G. A. Joy ; M. E., J. E. Bacon. 

Odd-FeUow8* Relief Association. — Tlic object 
of this society is mutual benefit and assistance in case 
of sickness. 

Tbe officers of ibis association arc as follows: 
Josbua M. Jcnncy, President; Rufus E. Packard, 
Vice-President; George C Holmes, Secretary ; Elmer 

B. Hayward, Treasurer ; Josbua M. Jenney, Cbarles 
M. Holbrook, George C. Holmes, Rufus E. Packard, 
Ricbard H. Aldoes, Elmer B. Hayward, William E. 
C Tbomas, Directors. 

Knights of the Maccabees. — Tins order was first 
introduced into Canada, wliere it was instituted and 
organised Aug. 7, 1878, tbe object of wbicb is 
" Brotberbood, and to make provision for deceased 
members.*' A " Tent" in Brockton was organized 
May 15(;, 1871), witb tbe following olTicors : 

F. M. Tiukbam, Excellent Sir Knigbt Gen. Com.'; 
Rev. S. M. Bcal, S. K. Gen. Com.; A. M. Turner, 
S. K. Lieut. Com. ; W. A. Broderick, S. K. Prelate ; 
E. S. Willis, S. K. Record Keeper ; N. J. Spinney, 
S. K. Finance Keeper; L. S. Hamilton, S. K. Sergt. ; 

C. H. Saunders, S. K. M. at A. ; Alva N. Ward, S. 
K. M. of G. ; T. J. Lee, S. K. 2d M. of G. ; James 
Foley, S. K. Sentinel ; Tbomas G. Palmer, S. K. 
Picket. 

Members: George G. Wbitten, E. E. Willis, H. Ji. 
Willis, C. H. Cbase, C. 11. Holt, L. W. llamm, A. 
C. Gardiner, F. E. Osborne, L S. Foster, E. Bradford 
Soutbwortb, L. F. Cbampion, E. C. Holmes, W. B. 
Packard, Denton Crane, W. H. Rounds, G. D. Jones, 
Cbester Peck bam. Tbis society bad a sbort existence. 

United Fellowship. — Star Counoil, No. 10, or- 
ganised Sept. 18, 1882. William F. Jones, P. B.; 
Dr. E. Arthur Dakin, D. ; Dr. William P. Cbisbolm, 
V. D. ; Cbarles W. Kingman, C. ; Cbarles D. Fuller- 
ton, Sec. ; William S. Noyes, Treas. ; Mary Smith, 
I. ; E. Bradford Jones, G. ; Eunice Blanobard, W. ; 
0. S. SwectiKjr, Minerva Cbisbolm, Mary C. Puffer, 
Trustees; C. S. Simpson, Hattie S. Faxon, Emma 
Blancbard, tloj^ic Crooker, Fannie D. liconard, Mary 
L. Packard, W. F. Jones, Social Committee ; E. E. 
Kent, 0. S. Sweetser, N. Hayward, Committee on 
Hall ; Dr. E. Artbur Dakin, and Dr. William P. 
Cbisbolm, Medical Examiners. Tbe object of tbis 
society was social and mutual aid, and bad but a sbort 
existence. 

American Legion of Honor.— ExoeIiSior Coun- 
OIL, No. IG, was instituted April 24, 1879. Officers : 



Baalis Sanford, C. ; Dr. William Ricbards, V. C. ; 
Lucius F. Alden, 0. ; Col. Jobn J. Wbipple, P. 0. ; 
llov. Z. T. Sullivan, C. ; George T. Prince, Sec. ; 
William Kcitb, Col. ; Edward 0. Noyes, Treas. ; S. 
F. Cole, G.; William F. Field, W.; George R. 
Tbonipson, S. 

Members : Eli A. Cbase, William Kcitb, George 
C. Holmes, C. D. Fullcrton, Jobn J. Wbipple, Daniel 
S. Tolman, Hamilton L. Gibbs, S. Frank Cole, A. 
Eliot Paine, Edward 0. Noyes, W. J. Jcnks, Jobn 

B. Tobey, Jobn 0. Emerson, Baalis Sanford, Jr., 
Lucius M. Leacb, Otis Cobb, Henry Thompson, 
George M. Skinner, Daniel T. Burrell, Rufus L 
Tbatcber, W. B. Foster, George B. Bryant, Josiah R. 
Drew, George T. Prince, Elmer W. Walker, Na- 
tbaniel T. Ryder, William F. Field, Jobn Kendall, 
Solomon Leigbton, Walter Bradford, Dr. William 
Ricbards, Horace B. Rogers, Jobn N. Reed, Thomas 
W. Cbilds, George W. Stevens, Melctiab Tobey, 
Cbarles E. Ripley, Milliard H. Poole, Z. T. Sullivan, 
William II. Tobey, Lucius F. Alden, George M. 
Copcland, George H. Jameson, George R. Thompson, 
Frank L. Boyden, Rufus E. Packard, James Porter, 
Elijah Hamilton, Abbott W. Packard, Albert F. 
Small, Jobn A. Jackson, C. Frank Copeland, Elmer 
Fullcrton, David Brayton, Charles Tolman, Harrison 

C. Tbomas, Mctcalf B. Sumner. 

Grand Army of the Republic, Department of 
Massachusetts. — Flktciiku Webstkii Post, No. 
13. This post was named in honor of the colonel 
of the Tweldli Regiment of Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, in which there were a largo number from 
Brockton in the army. 

It was organized July 1, 1867, with the following 
charter members : Uriah Macoy, James A. Packard, 
Amasa S. Glover, Ephraim Tinkham, E. Z. Stevens, 
Howard Keith, Charles L. Sproul, Asa F. Crosby, 
George W. Andrews, Thomas Doyle, Herbert Phil- 
lips, Clarence E. Hartwcll, L. B. Andrews, William 
F. Robinson, J. T. Lurvey. 

A. S. CUBHMAN. [L.8.] 

Officei-8 for 1884 : George A. Grant, C. ; Frank W. 
Luce, S. V. C. ; Jobn A. Hall, J. V. C. ; William R. 
Bunker, Adjt. ; Fred. Hanson, Q. M. ; A. Eliot Paine, 
Surg. ; F. M. Shaw, Chap. ; Frank L. Boyden, 0. D. ; 
Elijah Thompson, 0. G. 

Following are the names of the executive officers 
of tbe post since its formation : 



Term of Office. Commandttr. 

1807 Uriah Mnooj. 

18C7 A. IS. Jlolmos. 

]8fi8 A. B. HolincB. 



AcUatant. 

C. K. llartwell. 
K. T. Cowell. 



J. P. Chipman. 

18AQ noorgo W. Loaoh. Charles W. Mitehell. 

1870 Ooorso W. Lonoh. Charles K. Osgood. 

1870 Bteklol Packard. Charles E. Osgood. 



720 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



TttimofOfllM, Oom0iaDd«r. A^Jntant. 

1871 Oeorgo W. Lencli. Thonioii Clarkson. 

1872 George M. Skiiiuor. Cbarloa E. Osgood. 

1873 George M. Skinner. Cbarlei R. Osgood. 

1873 Henry A. Willis. Charles D. Paokard. 

1874 William H. Wado. Charles D. Pnokard. 

1874 Geo. H. Fallerton. W. W. Kidder. 

1875 George M. Skinner. W. W. Kidder. 

1870 W. W. Kidder. Ilenrj K. nrusing. 

1877 W. W. Kidder. Henry R. Brosing. 

1878 W. W. Kidder. Henry R. Brosing. 

1879 Alfred 0. Monroe. Edward A. Trask. 

1880 Alfred 0. Monroe. W. R. Bunker. 

1881 Alfred C. Monroe. W. R. Bunker. 

1882 Alfred C. Monroe. W. R. Bunkor. 

1883 George A. Grant. W. R. Bunker. 

AH but four of this list arc still living. 

The post have assisted at the following ceremonies 
and celebrations: Dedication of soldiers* monument 
at Boston, Sept. 17, 1877; dedication of soldiers' 
monument at West Bridgewater, July 4, 1 879 ; dedi- 
cation of soldiers' monument at Easton, May 30, 
1882; Webster centennial at Marshfiold, Oct. 12, 
1882. 



MEMORIAL TO THE PATRIOTIC DEAD, WITH THEIR 

RESTING-PLACES. 



Union Cbuktbrt. 



Charles B. Athorton. 
George B. Allen. 
W. A. Allen. 
Jumes F. Andrews. 
Lyman Allen. 
John Bams. 
Thomas B. Broadhnrst. 
H. A. Barnes. 
J. N. Brett. 
George F. Bunker. 
Willard Bryant. 
Horaoo Clark. 
J. W. Crosby. 

Orapo. 

Frank Dunbar. 
Frank Drake. 
Leander Durant. 
Henry Edson. 
Josiah Edson. 
Walter T. Kuller. 
Charles Faunoe. 
Asbury Foss. 
D. F. Fullerton. 
B. N. Gardner. 
Albert D. Hunt. 
Harry Hunt. 
George E. Holniee. 
L. M. Hamilton. 
Alex. Hitohbom. 
L. P. Howard. 
A. 8. Hamilton. 
John E. llollis. 
Orrin 0. Holmes. 
Walter Holmes. 
Ellis Howard. 
J. Johnson. 
H. M. Jackson. 



L. F. Kingman. 
Thaddeus Keith. 
M. M. Keith. 
George W. Leaoh. 
J. Leavitt. 
Fred Moan. 
R. E. Matthews. 
H. Henry McClue. 
Charles E. Nelson. 
Henry F. Nash. 
Charles E. Otigoocl. 
S. T. Packanl. 
Riohard Packard. 
Morrill Perkins. 
W. F. Paokard. 
George F. Packard. 

Randall. 

Dixon Rochester. 
Gardner Reynolds. 
W. F. RuhinHon. 
John S. Stoddard. 
Charles Strum mett. 
John Sanford. 
Frank Sanford. 
8. A. Smith. 
A. A.Spnulding. 
William Stevens. 
George 11. Story. 
J. S. Tannatt. 
Albert Thompson. 
George Thompson. 
Fraitkliii Wnrd. 
Willis Whipple. 
Henry L. Winter. 
Richard Wilbur. 
John W. Filoon. 



St. Patrick's CsuKraRr. 



Christopher Brannigan. 
Philip Boms. 
Patrick Collins. 
Timothy Connolly. 
James Dooahne. 
Philip Donahue. 
E. Duvire. 
Michael Early. 
William Flannigan. 
William Griffin. 
James Grady. 
J. Hannigan. 
T. J. Kneeland. 
Thomas Malony. 

Old Burial- 
Caleb Badger. 



DaTid MeOairo. 
David Murphy. 
Patrick Melutee. 
John Mulntoo. 
Michael McDonald. 
Edwin McGrane. 
Thomas Monahan. 
William O'Brien. 
D. O'Brien. 
Timothy Regan. 
Philip Russell. 
P. Riley. 
John Sullivan. 

Ground. 

Daniel W. Ross. 



Ckmktbrt Across tiik Railroad. 

Austin Packard. George A. Perkins. 

Charles T. Packard. 

TiIOMIIION'H CKMKTKUr. 

William Shepson. Fred. Robinson. 

Melrosb Cbubtbrt, Brockton Hbights. 

A. G. Drake. Augustus Hall. 

A. J. Frost. C. H. Phillips. 

Frank Goodwin. Hiram Thayer. 

E. L. Tiiayrr's Ckmktbrt. 
Joseph C. Bstcs. Thomas Dean. 

Okmktkuv at Maiimiiall'h (•(MINKU. 

Clarenoe Calkins. Nathan Paokard. 

David W. Graves. Daniel W. Willis. 

Arthur Humphries. George H. Willis. 

John R. Mills. Galen Manley. 

George W. Pope. Stillman Dunbar. 
J. H. Packard. 

Sons of Veterans. — James A. Qarfikld Gamp, 
No. 17. Original members: Frederic 0. Parker, Cliiirlcs 
A. Dustin, Geon^o L. Tilton, E. II. TiltoD, Edward 
E. Tilton, Fred. W. Doane, Martin T. Packard, WU- 
liom C. Andrews, Fred. S. Alden, Linus H. Shaw, 
Norman B. Shaw, Rufus E. Tilton, Frank E. Shaw, 
Charles McElroj, C. A. Sturtevant, Samuel Shaw, 
Arthur V» [lolmoH, TTarry H. WiIHh, GcNirj^o Tjorinii;. 

The above-named persons, together with thirty-one 
others, were mustered into the order of Sons of Vet- 
erans Feb. 19, 1883. Voted to surrender charter 
and apply for admission to the '* Sons of Veterans of 
the United States of America," May IG, 1884. Con- 
stituted a Ciimp of the " Sons of Vcteraiis," to bo 
known as Gen. James A. Garfield Camp, No. 17, 
located at Brockton. 

Oflicers for 1884: S. Oscar Martland, Capt. ; L. 
Warren Howard, First Lieut. ; Charles E. Sturtevant, 
Second Lieut. ; George Tilton, Chap. ; Charles F. 
Cole, Surg. ; George Parker, Q. M. 

Ilooms in Grand Army of the llepublic Hall, 
Ryder's Block, Main Street. 
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Woman's State Relief Corps, Dcpartmont of 
Miifi8ac1iU8ctt8, auxiliary to tho Qraiid Army of the 
Ropublic: S. Agnes Parker, A. H. Dickerinan, M. 
Ada Pratt, Ellen F. Holmes, Margaret Hanson, 
Susie Trask, Bessie F. Hunt, M. Estes, Ellen Parks, 
Elizabeth Tribou, Augusta Hunt, Hattie A. Porter, 
Flora U. l^ilmcr, Sarah E. Osborne, Minnie F. Entcs, 
Susan E. Hall, Amy E. Hall, Mary F. Southwick, 
Filiza M. Ilolloway, Eva T. Porchcron, II. A. Grant, 
Hattie A. French, Phebe M. Gibbi, Sarah B. Kidder, 
Olive M. Henderson, Mary E. Davenport, M. T. 
HoIIis. 

Mrlyina a. Brat.r^ Department Sficretary. 
Fi.KTCiiKR Wrustru Rki.irp (!oRi*f>, No. 7, or 

TIIR V\TY OK lllUMJKTON. 

Hv SauAII I'I. Flll.l.KIt, Dfjutiimrnt l*i'rn'nlrnl, 

CAiinKiDGK, Oct. 28, 1870. 

Present officers, 1884: Mrs. Sarah W. Murdock, 
Pres. ; Mrs. L. Annie Grant, S. V. P. ; Mrs. Eva C. 
Porcheron, J. V. P. ; Mrs. Helen U. Bird, Sec. ; 
Mrs. liaitie A. French, Treas. ; Mre. Harriet \\. 
Shaw, Chap. ; Mrs. Bessie I. Hunt, Con. ; Mrs. Emily 
Mayer, G. 

Brockton Soldiers* Aid Society. — Agreeably to 
a notice previously given, the ladies of Brockton, 
feeling a deep interest in the welfare of those wlio 
had gone forth to fight the battles of our country, 
met at theoliajH^I of the l<*irst Congregational Church, 
and organized themselves into a society under the 
name of Soldiers' Aid Society, and made choice of 
the following officers: Mrs. George Wilbour, presi- 
dent; Mrs. H. W. Robinson, vice-president; Mrs. 
Clara C. Wheldon, secretary and treasurer; Mrs. 

Henry Howard, Mrs. A. Harris, Mrs. Snow, 

Mrs. Elijah Tolman, Mrs. Darius Howard, Mrs. M. J. 
Clark, Mrs. Russell Alden, directors. 

The society held its meetings every Tuesday, in tho 
Engine Hall, on Elm Street, for the transaction of 
business. The object of the society was the collec- 
tion of clothing and packages, such as are needed by 
the soldiers, and forwarding them to their proper 
places. Much goml was accomplished by them. 
During the first year of this society's exist-ence, the 
amount contributed in cash by the dirPerent societies 
was $278.43, the amount of clothing and other 
goods sent to the Sanitary Commission at Boston 
amounted to $800, making a total of $1078.43. 
During the year ending October, 1803, the amount 
of goods, clothing, supplies, etc., sent to the Sanitary 
('omniission at Boston was $827.45, tho amount 
of C4ish contribut'Cd was $170.05, making a total of 
$1003.50. During the year ending October, 18G4, 
the amount sent to the Sanitary Commission at Bos- 
46 



ton was $1327.11. The amount of cash contributed 
in various ways, including the proceeds of the Sani- 
tary Fair for Soldiers of $800, was $1034, making a 
total of $2361.11; the handsome sum of $4443.04 
being contributed for the benefit and relief of the 
soldiers up to October, 1864. 

Freedmen's Belief Association of Brockton. — 
July 8, 1864, an association was formed under the 
above name as an auxiliary to the National Freedmen's 
Relief Association of New York City, having for its ob- 
ject the improvement of the freedmen of the colored 
race, by raising money, clothing, and necessary mate- 
rial for their relief, and teaching them civilisation and 
Christianity, to imbue their minds with correct ideas of 
order, industry, economy, self-reliance, and to elevate 
them in the scale of humanity by inspiring them 
with sel -respect. The following was a list of the 
officers: Augustus T. Jones, president; A. B. Keith, 
vice-president ; Mrs. E. L. Clark, secretary ; Frances 
French, treasurer; J. R. Perkins, George Copeland, 
Capt. Henry French, Thaddeus E. QifFord, A. T. 
Jones, and A. B. Keith, executive committee. 

Franklin Debating Association. — A society was 
organized during the winter of 1836, with the above 
name, for the promotion of useful knowledge and de- 
bating. The last question for discussion was, *' Are 
dancing-schools, balls, cotillion parties, etc., worthy 
the support and encouragf^nent of the community?" 
The decision has not as yet come to the writer's 
notice. 

Pi Beta Society. — This society was established 
Sept. 17, 1844, and was in active operation about eight 
years. Its object was the mental improvement of its 
members, for the accomplishment of which, beside the 
literary exercises of its regular meetings, it had a read- 
ing-room, and a cabinet of natural history of nearly 
two thousand specimens, and a library of two hundred 
volumes, most of which were presented the first six 
months of its existence. The society held weekly 
meetings, and had addresses from distinguished speak- 
ers from time to time. During the active term this 
society was in existence it had gathered one thou- 
sand volumes and ten thousand specimens of cabiuct 
curiosities of various kinds. 

The Messrs. Loomis, of the academy, had the care 
of the society, it being connected with the Adelpbian 
Academy. 

The officers of the institution, in 1851, were 
Charles R. Ford, president; Jacob Emerson, Jr., of 
Methucn, recording secretary ; John II. Bourne, of 
Marshfield, corresponding secretary ; Caleb Howard, 
trcixsurer ; Silas L. Loomis, librarian ; L. F. C. lioomis, 
superintendent of cabinet; Jacob Emerson, Charles R. 
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Weeden, La?oioe N. Guild, pradentul oommiUee, be- 
•idefl nuiDy honorary inomboni. 

Philomaihian AMOoiation. — The aboye is the 
name of an aaaociation connected with Mr. S. D. 
Hunt's academy, the object of which was mutual 
improyement It was formed in 1855, soon afler he 
opened his school, and was in existence till the close. 
Weekly meetings were held by the members, at which 
exercises, consisting of debates, declamations, lectures, 
essays, critiques, and the reading of a paper published 
monthly by the association, was read. 

Alpha Epsilon Literary Society. — Organised 
April 14, 1874. This society is composed of gradu- 
ates of the high school of Brockton, associatcid for 
literary exercises and as a debating club. The first 
fiye members at its organization were Frank E. Pack- 
ard, Frederic U. French, Ucnjnrain W. Cobb, Arthur 
E. Kendrick, and Loycd E. Cliamborlain. The meet- 
ings of this society are held in the high-school room, 
on Tuesday evenings, and are well attended. Here 
follows a list of the earlier members : Frank E. Pack- 
ard (1874), B. W. Cobb (1875, deceased), Fred. R. 
French (1874). A. E. Kendrick (1875), L. E. Cham- 
berlain fl875), James Poyntz (1875), W. C. Keith. 
(1875), Edgar B. Stevens (1875), E. Kingman, Jr., 
H. C. Severance (1876), J. E. C. Lagergreon (1876), 
S. E. Fobs (1875), John Gilmore, Jr. (1876), George 
Woodward, E. L. Emerson (1877), Charles F. Jen- 
ney (1878), J. Robert McCarty (1877), C. H. King- 
man (1877), W. S. Bennett (1878), Edward T. Ford 
(1878), Horace Richmond, 11. N. Packard, E. H. 
Foss, H. L Mitchell, A. C. Gill, Willie E. Porter, 
George H. Bryant, W. J. Keith (1878), Fred. K. 
Tribou, R. E. Brayton, W. F. Brooks. 

In 1880 the number had reached thirty-five mem- 
bers. Social entertainments are held yearly. 

Brockton AthensBum (organized 1884).-^Thi8 so- 
ciety meets twice every month for literary impruvc- 
ment and progress of the arts, sciences, and promotion 
of thinking, and the consideration of current ques- 
tions of the day. 

Officers : Jjoyed E. Chamberlain, Esq., president ; 
Charles E. Robinson, vice-president; Warren A. Reed, 
secretary and treasurer. 

Members: E. Bradford Jones, Dr. Henry H. 
Filoon, Albert F. Poole, Herbert H. Chase, Henry 
C. Gurney, Henry T. Anglim, Waldo V. Howard, 
Frank G. Jaeger, William E. Beals, William F. Jones, 
B. Frank Simmons, B. Ellis Eaton, William J. Loheed, 
(jj^orge C. Howard, Russell S. Beale, Frank A. Dun- 
ham, C. E. Small, Eliot L. Packard, Emil A. Lager- 
green. 

St. Patrick's Literary and Benevolent Society 



was organised in 1871 for the purpose of rendering 
assistance to such of its members as niigiit lie noc<ly, 
and also furnish reading matter for such as divired it. 

Libraries. — ^Tlie first public or social library iu 
Brockton was raised by subscription about 1781, and 
was kept for most of the time in private houses. 
The last librarian was Col. Edward Southworth, and 
the library was given up. 

In 1842 the Legislature appropriated fif\een dollars 
for the use of every school district in the common- 
wealth that should raise an equal amount for the pur- 
chase of a school district library. With this encour- 
agement many of the districts raised the requisite 
amount and purchased libraries. They are now, how- 
ever, nearly laid by. 

At a regular town -meeting, held March 30, 1857, 
the town ^' voted to purchase a town library, the 
amount not to exceed $1400, or one dollar on every 
poll paid in the town." For this purpose the follow- 
ing committee were chosen, namely, Edward South- 
worth, Jr., C. C. Bixby, Dr. Alexander Hichbom, 
David L. Cowell, Ellis Packard, Jonas R. Perkins, 
Lucius (lurney (2d), Jonathan White, and M. L. 
Keith, who proceeded in the selection and purchase 
of Hucli IxHiks as were thought suitalile to the wiuits 
of the community. The library was well selected^ 
and consisted of many of the best works extant. 
Many persons, not wishing that the town should 
have any library, raised an opposition to the plan, 
and as the result the town "voted. May 1, 1857, 
that all books, ciTects, and appurtenances of the Town 
Library be placed in the hands of the selectmen, to 
be disposed of in the best manner fi)r the interest of 
the town." And in accordance with these instruc- 
tions the selectmen sold the library of books, that 
cost eleven hundred and eighty-three dollars, to an 
association called the North Bridge water Library 
Association. The price for the entire lot was six 
hundred dollars. 

North Bridgewater Library Association. — 
Thb association was formed by a few individuals for 
the purpose of holding a library. It was organised 
under a statute made for such purposes July II, 
1858. Euoh member paying five dollars becomes a 
stockholder, and an additional one dollar annually en- 
titles him to all the rights and privileges of a member 
of the association. It has over two thousand volumes, 
and is in a flourishing oondition. The officers at the 
organiscatiou of the association were David L. Cowell, 
president; Rufus L. Thatcher, vice-president; Au- 
gustus Hay ward, secretary ; David F. Studley, treas- 
urer; Henry A. Ford, John L. Hunt, Alpheus 
Holmes, Charles B. Crocker, Darius Howard, Edward 
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Soti til worth, Jr., Lorenzo D. Ilorvey, Ghnrlcs Curtis, 
Jr., Wnahbuni Packard, directors. 

Library Association. — Prior to the year 1847 
the town of North Bridgewater had not enjoyed the 
privilege of many literary or scientiBo lectures or 
social gatherings. During the winter of that year 
the principals of the Adclphian Academy, ftteling an 
interest in the matter, and the want of some elevated 
and improving intercourse for the multitude of young 
IMH)ple in the town, proposed and finally arranged a 
series of social levees or gatherings, composed mostly 
of members of the school. The exercises consisted 
of brief essays and addresses, interspersed with music 
and a season of social conversation. 

This a.<^>ciation was reorganized in October, 1851, 
or a new one formed under the above name; and a 
series of useful lectures was given by able lecturers, 
together with excellent musical entertainments. 

North Bridgewater Agricultural Library As- 
sociation. — An association under the above name 
was formed April 3, 1851), the object of which was 
to obtain a library of agricultural books, papers, etc., 
such as would tend to the improvement of agricul- 
tural pursuits. The following persons were its 
olficorR: Cliamllor Sprngne, Ks(|., president; Isaac 
Kingman, vice-president; Alpheus Holmes, treasurer 
and librarian ; II. W. Robinson, secretary. 

Brockton Public Library. — The city has a good 
public library in Satucket Block, corner of Main and 
Elm Streets, containing upwards of eight thousand 
volumes. The committee of the library are Warren 
L. Copeland, David L. Cowell, Loring W. Puffer, 
DeWitt Clinton Packard, Preston B. Keith, Jonathan 
White, Edward Parker, Jr., Alfred Laws, W. W. 
Wilkins. Myra F. South worth, librarian ; Lizzie H. 
Williams, assisfAUt librarian. 

Sabbath-Schools. — The first Sabbath-school in 
Brockton commenced in May, 1818, through the 
efforts of Mrs. Huntington, the wife of the pastor. 
The school consisted of one hundred and seven girls 
and seventy-eight boys. These were divided into 
classes of from four to eight persons, according to 
their ages, the males under the care of teachers of 
their own sex, and the females under the oaro of 
teachers of their sex, the whole number under the 
direction of the superintendent. The time allotted for 
the school was during the intermission between the 
morning and aflemoon services on the Sabbath, and 
was usually one hour long. 

The books in use during the early part of its exist- 
ence were the New Testament, Emerson's " Evangeli- 
cal Primer," and ** Hymns for Infant Minds." Most 
of the scholars, during the first term, were well versed 



in the primer, and in addition to that, for the first 
sixteen Sabbaths, they had committed thirty-two thou- 
sand six hundred and seventy-four verses of Scrip- 
ture, and twenty-seven thousand three hundred verses 
of hymns, which were recited. 

The first term of the Sabbath-school closed with 
public religious exercises on the day of the annual 
meeting of the Bridgewater Evangelical Society. The 
sacred music on the occasion was performed princi- 
pally by the scholars. 

There are at the present time schools connected 
with all the churches in the town, together with 
extensive libraries of well-selected books. 

Music. — According to a universal custom in early 
times there was nothing but congregational singing. 
Tunes were few, and for want of books the exercises 
were read a line at a time and then all would join in 
singing; then the good deacon would read another 
line, and thus the service was ** deaconed" through the 
whole of the verses. 

The first music-book in the country was brought 
by the Pilgrims, and entitled ** Ainsworth Version of 
the Psalms." This gave way to the '* Bay Psalm 
Book," the first book printed in America, which went 
through seventy editions, and in 1758 was revised 
and republished by llev. Thomas Prince, of Boston.' 

Previous to 1765 or 1770 there were no choirs in 
the churches, and as these were formed the custom 
of lining or ^'deaconing" the hymns grew into disuse, 
but not till alYer a great deal of determined opposition. 
The custom had been introduced by the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines, and hence could not easily be 
surrendered. 

The first choir in now Brockton was established 
about 1801 under the leadership of Maj. Daniel Cary, 
a noted singer of that day. Previous to that time 
there were no seats specially provided for singers. 
Those persons who had thought of forming a choir in 
1801 asked that seats might be provided for them. 

Jan. 12, 1801, we find an article in the parish 
records for meetings as follows : 

" To see if the parish will erect, or suffer to be 
erected, seats for the singers, in the front of pews in 
the front gallery." Jan. 19, 1801, " Votod to erect 
seats in the front gallery for the singers, in front of 
the front pews." Also, " Voted that the above seats 
for the singers be erected in a ' Burkerlerforme.^ " 

1 In 1090 there were but six tunei known in the prorinoe, 
namely, "Oxford," "Litohneld," "York," "Windsor," "St, 
DaridV' *ad "Martyrs," and no new tunee ooald be Intro- 
dnced without a rote of the oharoh. The flrst tone-book espe- 
cially devoted to musie was published by Rer. William Walter 
in 1721, and was the first musie with bars printed in Amerioa. 
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Maj. Daniel Gary, Moses Gary, and Col. Caleb 
Howard were ** ohoeeo a committee to git the abo?e 
•eats built.'* The above seats were specially set apart 
for the use of those who had become '* lametJC^ in 
the rules of " mutieky 

Oliver Bryant, Josiah Brett, Isaac Packard, John 
Field, John Cobb, and Luke Lincoln were " choristers*' 
in the pansh until the town was incorporated. Since 
that time, Thomas J. Gurney, then living in Abiug- 
ton, was invited to lead the choir and teach them to 
sing, in 1829, who was the first person that received 
any compensation for services in singing. Com- 
mencing in 1829, Mr. Gurney continued to lead the 
choir and teach singing-schools until 1840, when he 
removed to Abington. From that time the choir of 
the First Chiirch has been led by Mr. Seth Sumner, 
who became celebrated for his bucccks in teaching 
singing-schools in the immediate vicinity, and Messrs. 
Isaac T. Packard, of this town. Whiting, Brown, and 
Appleton, of Boston, and Edmund Packard. 

When the Porter Church was formed in the town, 
in 1850, Mr. Gurney was invited to take charge of 
their choir, which he continued to do till April 1, 
1864, when he resigned. Mr. T. Emerson Gurney 
was organist at the Porter Church from 1850 to 1855 ; 
Mr. Joshua V. Gurney from 1855 to 1858. 

The First Congregational Church had the first 
organ, in their old church, which was exchanged for 
a new one in 1854, for their new house. At one 
time there were four organs in the churches : namely, 
in the First Congregational Church, Porter Evan- 
gelical Church, Second Methodist, and the Catholic 
Church. 

There was a musical society formed in the county 
of Plymouth, called the Old Colony Musical Society, 
which was for the benefit of singers throughout the 
county. Bartholomew Brown, Esq., was leader ; Rev. 
Daniel Huntington was president. This society fell 
through for want of support. Mr. Huntington was 
a man of fine musical talent, and did much to elevate 
the standard of church music in the first part of his 
ministry, when so little attention had been paid to 
rulable music. 

The next musical club formed for the purpose of 
improving the singing was the Calcott Singing So- 
ciety, which was about 1827 or 1828, and included 
the four Bridgewaters. lie v. Daniel Huntington was 
their first president ; Nathan Lazell, of Bridgewater, 
was leader. 

Next in order was the Union Hannonic Society ; 
that was in existence about 1835. From that time 
to the present it would be impossible to give a full 
detail of the various singing-schools, rehearsals, clubs. 



etc. But probably no town in the county has given 
more attention to music, or been more sucocsHful in 
the production of talented singers and highly enter- 
taining performances than Brockton. The church 
music of this city is of the highest order, and much 
time is devoted to the improvement of the singing 
throughout all the societies. 

This town has sent forth some excellent tcsichers of 
music and performerH of inHtnuneiitnl niusii:, among 
whom are Thomas J. Gurney, T. Emerson (jluniey, 
George T. Atherton, and William Faxon, who have 
made music a profession. 

Band Music. — About the year 1840, a few indi- 
viduals met together for the purpose of diill and 
practice in music upon various brass instruments, 
drums, etc., under the lead of Samuel M. Holmes, 
under the name of the North Bridgewater Brass 
Band. They met every week or oflener for practice, 
and were very sucoessful, so that after a time they 
were engaged in all the surrounding places to play 
upon public occasions, and their fame soon spread 
abroad, and it is at present one of the best bands of 
the kind in that section. A large delegation of this 
band joined the Twelfth Massachusetts Regiment in 
the Kebellion of 18G1. 

Soon after this band was formed, another was or- 
ganized at Campello, under the lead of Martin L. 
Keith. The following persons were among the mem- 
bers of that band, namely : Charles P. Keith, Theo- 
dore Lilley, Sylvanus Keith, Albert Keith, Bela B. 
Hayward, Jarvis W. Reynolds, James C. Snell, 
Thomas French, Lucius Hayward, and Uarrisiin 
Bryant. This company continued only about six 
months, when some of the number joined the Centre 
Band. 

About the same period there was another band at the 
^* West Shares,** under the leadership of Ellis Packard, 
which continued about a year, and was then given up, 
some of its members joining the Centre Hand. 

The members of this band that joined the Twelfth 
Massachusetts Regiment received the highest praise 
from Gen. Sherman, and it is said that this was his 
favorite band, and was conducted under the leader- 
ship of William J. Martland. 

Campello Brass Band. — The Cam|>ello Bnihs 
Band was organized Aug. 7, 1877, with the following 
seventeen members : Fred. H. Packard, D. Curey 
Keith, Myron L. Keith, 0. Hayward, H. A. Monk, 
John Monk, Frank Monk, C. E. Packard, D. C. 
Berry, J. B. Pratt, Frank Aldcn, A. J. Guild, H. 
N. Hunt, Frank Brown, Myron Thomas, Lyman 
Carlson, T. II. lioring. Mr. S. 0. Perkins, of Brock- 
ton, was engaged as leader and teacher, and for about 
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l\T(i iiioiiliiH ivfuular inootinfrs worn hold. Tlio nm- 
ym\y of the players woro young aii<l inoxporiciiocil, 
Revcrnl of thcni knowiiip; nothing of reading music, 
and meeting with unforeseen difficulties, the interest 
died out, and from Nov. 8, 1877, to May 17, 1878, 
no general gathering of members took place. About 
tlic hitler date, however, Mr. George K. Kinsley was 
employed to direct them, and n good number of the 
original company, with others who were unwilling to 
see the experiment end in failure, commenced a sec- 
ond series of meetings for practice, which has been 
continued with pleasant results. The membership 
comprises the following players: William Swanson, 
1st K-flat c(»rnet ; Otho Tiny ward, 2d E-flat cornet; 
Arthur I'cekhani, Ist It flat cornet; liyninn Carlson, 
2d B-flat cornet; Frank Alden, 1st B-flat clarionet; 
M. L. Keith, solo alto ; John Monk, Ist alto ; Wen- 
dell White, 2d alto; Daniel Berry, Ist tenor; Aug. 
Hellburg, 2d tenor ; Andrew Guild, baritone ; Frank 
Brown, trombone; Charles Martin, tuba; Corydon 
Andrews, l<Mlat baKs; Frank Monk, E-flat bass; Mel- 
vin Washburn, bassdrnm; Norman Cobb, snare-drum; 
Willinni Joyce, cymbals. 

Thespian Society. — In February, 1836, a com- 
pany of gentlemen and ladies were organized into a 
society, under the above name, for the purpose of 
giving dramatic performances. The orchestra con- 
sisted of fin^en members, and was under the leader- 
ship of 8ihon Packard. The songs, duets, and cho- 
ruses were of a high order, and were performed before 
crowded assemblies. A slight fee was asked, to pay 
expenses of scenery, and expenses only. 

Union Musical Association.— About the Is^ of 
May, 1864, a new musical association was formed, 
under the above title, for the purpose of improvement 
in singing, practicing choruses, oratorios, etc. It was 
regularly organized, with a constitution and by-laws. 
The following were the officers: Henry W. Robinson, 
president; Charles R. Ford, vice-president; F. A. 
Thayer, secretary; Sumner A. Hay ward, treasurer; 
James Porter, librarian ; Charles J. F. Packard, Wil- 
liam H. Faxon, iSaniucl Mcljauthlin, Thomas Jjoon- 
ard, S. Franklin Patikard, 1). B. TjovcII, trusU^cs; Wil- 
liam 11. Faxon, muKical director. 

Union Musical Society, organized April 6, 1869. 
Sumner A. Hayward, president ; Ziba C. Keith, vice- 
president; Charles J. F. Packard, treasurer and li- 
brarian ; Hiram Wilde, of Boston, musical director, 
(consisted of about two hundred members. Met 
Friday evenings in the vestry of the First Church. 

Brockton Temperance Union. — Rev. Samuel L. 
Real, Prest. ; Mrs. L. B. Willis, David Seabury, Vice- 
Pres. ; Mrs. W. W. Packard, Sec. ; W. A. Broderick, 



Treas. ; Eloazcr Cole, Marshal ; George W. Baston/ 
licwis Ford, Mrs. F. E. Osborne, F. C. Gardner, Mrs. 
H. L. Collier, Alpheus Holmes, N. J. Spinney, Ex- 
ecutive Committee; Mrs. W. W. Packard, Mrs. F. 
E. Osborne, Mrs. G. Y. Scott, Mrs. F. L. Stone, Miss 
Mary Anna Gardner, G. V. Scott, Frank E. Johnson, 
N. J. Spinney, Frank Lincoln, Entertainmont Com- 
mittee. 

This Union was organized by Rev. C. M. Winches- 
ter, Oct. 9, 1875, who was, by its constitution, made 
its perpetual president, and who, until February, 1877, 
managed its affairs. On the 17th of that month Rev. 
S. L. Beal was chosen president; Rev. C. M. Win- 
chester, vice-president; R. F. Eaton, Miss Eva M. 
Bates, Herbert L. Willis, secretaries; Thomas Keith, 
organist. Music, readings, speeches, temperance dis- 
cussions, and kindred exercises formed the basis of the 
meetings, which attracted a large number of young 
people, and the signatures to the pledge amounted to 
three hundred and fourteen, and a membership of 
two hundred and fifty-five was secured under and 
during Mr. Winchester's management. 

On the 3d of February, 1877, Mr. Winchester, 
being about to leave town, resigned, and on the 17th 
of the same month a committee consisting of Lewis 
Ford, Mrs. W. W. Packard, Mrs. L. B. Willis, and 
C. F. Woodbury, were elected, Feb. 10, 1877, to ra- 
vise the constitution. On the 17th a new constitu- 
tion was adopted, among which are the following ar- 
ticles : 

" 1st. Tho object of tlio Union shall be the roformation of any 
and all persons trho sell or use intoxicating drinks, and to help 
each other to watch and guard against the encroachments of a 
common foe. We trill diligentljr labor, using such lawful means 
and measures as may seem to us most effectiTe in oreating a 
healthful public sentiment which shall rout this monster enemy, 
Intouipcmncey from our firesides and social circles, the Church 
and the State. And while we deem it important to guard 
ngainst any partisan or sectarian feeling or discussion in our 
delibcrntions, we belicTe it the right and privilege of any one 
to proclaim against any and everything standing in the way of 
tho onward march of tho cause we have espoused. And we invoke 
the help of Almighty God that we may be enabled to attack the 
enemy whenever or wherever wo may find him, without fear or 
comproiiii»e. 

"2(1. Any person may boc(»me a moinbor of the Union by 
assenting to tho constitution, taking the ph^dge, and paying 
the sum of twenty-five cents, each member contributing to tho 
funds of tho Union from week to week, as his or her means will 
allow. 

" 3d. Pledge: 1 solemnly promise, with the help of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that I will not make, buy, soli, or use any spirit- 
uous or malt liquors, wine, or cider as a beverage. And I will 
use my best endeavors to Induce all others to form and keep tho 
same good resolution." 

At this meeting the following officers were chosen : 
llcv. 8. L. Beal, president ; William E. Houghton, 
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Mn. Fannie WinehoBtar, Mn. Clara Packard, C F. 
Woodbarj, troaanrer; H. L. Uiggina, maralial. 

For aome reaaon iha Union met at Goneert HaU^ 
Not. 30, 1 879, when the Union waa diaMlred, aa ap- 
peara bj the following retoludon, which waa adopted : 

** R99olvd, Tlutt in rlew of the present oondition of tbe Tem* 
pentnee esoae in oar midft, and in view of tbe inportMiee of 
eoneentnUed effort, we, m a eoeiet j, ditband, hoping bj oneneei 
of action in tbe general morement already inaogurated in 
Broekton to eflTeet tbe more speedy triampb of our cause." 

A committee, oonsbting of W. A. Brodcrick, licwia 
Ford, and Mrs. W. W. Packard, were appointed to 
aettle the affairs of the Union. 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union of 
Brockton. — This association was organised Feb. 28, 
1878. The first meeting was held in the Methodist 
Church. The following were the officers : Mrs. R. 
Bailey, president ; Mrs. A. Gurney, secretary ; Mrs. 
Alden Goshee, Mrs. fi. Bailey, Mrs. H. Merritt, Mrs. 
E. Holmes, vice-presidents. 

** The chief object of this union shall be to inaugu- 
rate effective measures whereby the traffic in intozi- 
oanta shall be banished from among us." 

Meetings are held weekly in Joslyn's block. 

Chrystal Rook Javenile Templars. — Corrinne 
Holmes, G. T. ; Herbert Dalton, V. T. ; Ruth Loth- 
rop, C. ; Charles Fanning, S. ; Minnie De Neves, 
A. 8. ; Walter N. Foss, F. S. ; William Moors, T. ; 
Lina Macoy, W. ; Walter Packard, D. M. ; Sumner 
Cobb, R. H. S. ; Herman Davenport, L. H. S. ; 
Leonard Stearns, P. C. T. 

St Patrick's Total Abstinence Society. — This 
is the title of a new organisation formed in the inter- 
ests of the temperance cause. The principal and 
leading spirit in this movement was Rev. Patrick H. 
Clark, an assistant curate (now in the West) in St. 
Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, of which the Rev. 
Thomas B. MoNuIty was the pastor, now a resident in 
the West. His earnest efforts in this direction, and 
in promoting the welfare of the young people of 
Brockton, arc well remembered by all those with 
whom ho became acquainted. The officers were Rev. 
Patrick H. Clark, president; Daniel Conclly, vice- 
president ; John J. Morton, recording secretary ; Mat- 
thew Morris, financial secretary ; Patrick Kent, treas- 
urer; Arthur Diamond, Charles L. McCann, Patrick 
Gihnore, Joseph Murphy, T. J. Smith, directors. 

St. Patrick's Total Abstinence Cadets is a col- 
lection of two hundred or more boys under fifteen 
years of age who signed the pledge to abstain from 
all intoxicating liquors until they arrive to the age of 
twenty-one years. They were organized on Sunday, 
May 15, 1881, by Father Doherty. 



InilependeBt Order of Good Templan.— Tbm plk 
LoDQK, Campello, inalitotcd Ai^. 7, 1871. First 
officers : WUIiam H. Bounds, W. C. T. ; Klena Ma- 
coy, W. y. T. ; George H. Haven, W. C ; S. Ndlie 
Foaa, W. 8. E. C. ; Nathan H. Waahbum, W. A. 8. ; 
Joseph R. Reach, W. P. 8. ; Edmund B. Fanning, W. 
Trees. ; William H. Thayer, W. M. ; Lydia C. Daven- 
port, W. D. M. ; Emily C. Wood, W. I. O. ; Oeoige 
C. Sawyer, W. O. G. ; Mary 0. Washburn, W. R. 
II. 8. ; Rebecca Bf . Davenport, W. L. 11. S. ; George 
Churchill, P. W. C. T. George P. Ilawkca, G. W. S., 
George S. Ball, G. W. C. T. 

Oood Samaritan Society. — This waa aa organt- 
lation established October, 1876, in the interest of 
general reform work, particularly temperance, lectures, 
and entertainments, literary and musical ; a reading- 
room was established, and regular club meetings were 
held in the reading-room on Wednesday evenings. 
The difierent religious societies have kindly oo-oper- 
ated in their efibrts at reform work of every kind 
with this society. The society had the names of over 
six hundred on their pledge, very few of which have 
ever been violated. 

A similar organization was established at Campello, 
doing the same kind of work, having the same object 
in view, viz., that of general reform w«>rk, in which 
political or sectarian discussion is prohibited by their 
constitution. 

The Swedish Benevolent Society of Brockton, 
organized Jan. 3, 1882. — The aim and object of 
this society is to promote friendship and true patriotic 
love between all of Scandinavian birth or nationality, 
to encourage virtue and honesty, to promote honor for 
ourselves and our native and adopted countries, to 
advise and assist each other in need and sickness, ac- 
cording to circumstances governed by a code of by- 
laws adopted by this society Jan. 11, 1882. 

The following are the officers of the society, elected 
March 29, 1882 : Frank 11. Lawson, president; So- 
phia Johnson, Andrew Benson, vice-presidents; G. 
H. Olstrom, secretary; Charles Hellberg, assistant 
secretary; A. J. Rydqvist, treasurer; Hugo Sletten- 
green, Gus. A. Hellberg, Sigrid Wennstrbm, recep- 
tion committee ; Martin JjiifHtroni, musical director. 
Meet in Clark's block the second and fourth Wednes- 
days of each month, at eight o'clock P.M. 

M. C. 0. P. (St. Thomas Court, No. 21)) or- 
ganized and constituted on Thursday evening, Feb. 
17, 1881, in Hibernian Hall, by the Worthy High 
Chief Ranger Sullivan, of Boston, with the following 
officera : Patrick Gihnore, C. R. ; Daniel Connolly, 
V. C. R. ; James P. Conley, R. Sec. ; Philip Mc- 
Donald, F. Sec. ; Patrick McCarthy, Trcas. ; Thomas 
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J. Smith, S. C. ; Thorans Nolan, J. C. ; John Mor- 
ion, I. S. ; David Burke, 0. S. ; Gharlos L. Mc- 
Gann, James Dorgan, Patrick Breonao, Trustees; 
Benedict Donoovan, M.D., Physician. 

The Massachusetts Court, Order of Foresters, above 
named, is similar in its objects to the Knights of Honor, 
one thousand dollars being secured to the heirs of the 
deceased member or whoever is designated. There 
were about thirty members belonging to this organ- 
ization, who met in Hibernian Hull twice every 
month. The name of " St. Thomas" was given in 
honor of Rev. Thomas B. McNuIty, who has for a 
long time been the pastor of St. Patrick's Church. 

Sanctuary Society is composed of several hundred 
female monibors, and through their personal efforts 
have collected a large library. Any person belong- 
ing to the Catholic Church can have the books 
on payment of one cent per day for each book 
taken. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians (Division No. 1) 
orgunizcd Jan. 9, 1875. OITiecrs for 1884: Florence 
McGill, Pres. ; Michael 0*Neil, Vice-Pres. ; John 
Kenny, Sec. ; T. F. Connelly, Fin. Sec. ; Michael 
Casey, Treas. 

Spiritualist Society. — A society under this name 
has been organized in 1884, having the following offi- 
cers, viz. : Rev. Samuel L. Beal, Pres. ; William Os- 
horno, Vice-Pres. ; James A. Kent, Sec. Riid Trons. ; 
TliiMxhiro Jioring, Charles Delano, W. Dickerman, 
and James A. Kent, Kxec. Com. ; Mrs. M. A. Dicker- 
man, Mrs. Rogers, and Mrs. Arabel Ames, Aud. 
Com. 

Society of Progressive Spiritualists. — A society 
with the above name was organized on the seventh 
day of April, 1878, with officers as follows: H.- F. 
Rird, Pres.; Dr. F. WohHter, Vice-Pres. ; K. 0. 
Sparrow, See. ; Nelson Iluckins, Treas. ; Nelson 
Huckins, Dr. F. Webster, and A. Ames, Trustees ; 
L. W. Hill, Collector. Meetings in Cunningham 
Hall. 

The Woman's Mission Society is connected with 
the Congregational Churches of the city. President, 
Mrs. Albert Keith ; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. George E. 
Miirtin, Mrs. F. A. WarGeld, Mrs. John T. Blades; 
Secretary, Mrs. George C. Cary; Treasurer, Miss 
Mary K. Keith ; Executive Committee, Mrs. C. 
Hnidford, Mrs. 0. Crossman, Miss Cornelia Eddy, 
Mrs. S. Foss; Collectors, Mrs. Jane P. Reed, Mrs. 
Miiiot Niles, Mrs. Charles Curtis, Mrs. Almiron 
licncli. Miss Annie Moors, Miss Mary C. Keith. 

Brockton Woman's Suffrage Association. — On 
Monday, Oct. 2, 1870, the friends of reniale suffrage 
met in Lower Music Hall, David L. Cowell, Esq., 



presiding, to listen to an addrof» by Miss Matilda 
Ilindman, after which a form of constitution was 
presented, which set forth the objects of this organi- 
zation, whose principles may best be told in the two 
following articles : 

" 1st. Believing in the natural equality of the two 
sex(!S and their consequent right to equal elective and 
legal privileges, and in the wrong inflicted upon 
women by withholding the same, resulting in incal- 
culable loss to society, the undersigned agree to unite 
in an association to be called ' The Brockton Woman's 
Suffrage Association.' 

" 2d. The object of this Association shall be to 
effect by moral and political effort, changes in public 
sentinunit, resulting in the acknowledged right of 
suffrage for women, and placing her in all respects on 
an equal footing with man." 

This constitution was adopted, and twenty- five 
names placed upon the list of members. The officers 
elected were Mrs. Lydia B. Willis, president; Mrs. 
Millcy Estes, Lewis Ford, Rev. S. L. Beal, Mrs. 
Ja.son Packard, vice-presidents ; Richard Humphrey, 
treasurer; Rev. C. M. Winchester, secretary. The 
president, treasurer, secretary, Edward E. Bennett, 
and Ellen Slade constitute the executive committee. 

Enterprise Association, Campello. — This is an 
association of persons leagued together for the pur- 
pose of beautifying and ornamenting the village with 
shade and ornamental trees, and otherwise improving 
the api)earancc of that portion where they reside, and 
in which they have a deep interest. 

Campello Sportsmen's Club. — Several parties in- 
terested in shooting and practice in glass-ball matches 
met together and formed a club under the above name. 
President, Henry P. Thayer; Treasurer, Frank P. 
Keith ; Swn^lary, J. 1). Fiske. The secretary, treas- 
urer, president, Howard P. Keith, and J. E. Carr, 
were executive committee. Members: Henry F. 
Thayer, Frank P. Keith. J. D. Fiske, J. E. Carr, 
Howard P. Keith, Manuel P. Nevis, Charles B. 
Tribou, Charles E. Martin, Paul Hartwig, Henry B. 
Wood, Alton M. Thayer, Charles J. Turner, Walton 
E. Keith , Joseph A. Jennings, Harry A. Copeland, 
Stephen M. Thresher, W. Dexter Pierce, William F. 
Ryder, Japhet B. Packard, L. Sumner Packard, 
Warren R. Thayer, Edmund Baker, 0. G. Tinkham. 

The ground used for practice by the club was a lot 
east of the river at Campello, on land belonging to 
Nathan Keith. 

City Bicycle Club is the largest organisation of 
the kind in Southeastern Massachusetts. It was 
formed in 1881. President, William Briggs; Captain, 
George P. Johnson ; Secretary and Treasurer, Fred. 
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M. Bizbj. Their present heedqaarters b in Theatre 
Baildiiig, Eaat Elm Street, which waj» oficned to tlieir 
nae Jan. 1, 1883. Starting with fourteen original 
members, it has increased to forty, and growing in 
nambern. 

This oitj has two other cinbc, the ** Brockton" and 
" Union." 

Broekton Bicycle Club, organized Jane 1, 1879, 
twenty-two members. William II. Bryant, president ; 
Pred. B. Howard, secretary and treasnrer; P. H. 
Johnson, captain. 

Broekton Panciers* Club was formed Not. 11, 
1878. It is an association of persons interested in 
the improvement of poultry, pigeons, and pets, etc., 
and in holding exhibitions for the purpose of encour- 
aging the special raising of the best varieties. Pres- 
ident, William Rankin ; Vice-President, J. W. Prec- 
man ; Corresponding Secretary, Abbott W. I'ackurd ; 
Recording Secretary, R. W. Shaw ; Treasurer, W. P. 
Pield ; £zecutivo Committee, Bradford Wild, 0. T. 
Randall, W. H. Sylvester, L. A. Tower, of Brockton, 
and Oziaa Millet t, of South Abington. 

Fire Department. — Wuter is the grund agent that 
nature has provided for the extiugubhment of flames, 
and the different ways and means for applying it with 
effect have been sought for in every civilized country. 
In the absence of more suitable implements, buckets 
and other portable vessels of capacity ut hand have 
always been seized to throw water upon fire, and when 
used with celerity and presence of mind in the early 
commencement of a fire have oflcn been sufficient, 
but when a conflagration extends beyond their reach 
the fate of the burning pile too often resembles that 
of the ships of "uEneas," — 

'* Nor buoketi poured, nor lirength of human hand, 
Can the viotorious element withstand." 

Hence the necessity of some device by which a 
stream of wuter may be forced from a distance on 
flames. Ingenious men of former days were stimu- 
lated to an unusual degree to invent machines for that 
purpose. The first machine used for throwing wuter 
upon fire was the common syringe. Pire was the 
most dostructive agent employed in ancient wars, 
hence every effort that could be made by ingenuity 
for protection from the assaults of pitch, oil, and fire, 
that were thrown from the ramparts, was made. 

The introduction of fire-engines was an important 
event in the country, and indicates a certain degree of 
refinement in civilization and nn advanced state of 
the mechanic arts. If we review the progress of fire- 
engines in modern times, from the syringe to the 
splendid engine of to-day, wo cannot fuil to observe 
that progress murks the ago. At firat was used the 



single cylinder, then the double cylinder and air- 
ehamber, whioli was first used in 1825.^ 

Fire-Enginat. — ^The first finMHigino in Brockton 
was pnrchasiHl by suliscription in IBtH, and was 
owned by a private company. The following is a 
copy of the original subseription paper : 

** ThU pro|ioaes a netliod for obtaining a fire engine, to be 
kept near the road betwixt the Old Meeting Iloiue and Mr. 
Wbitnan'f ofllee, for the use of the inbabitanttf of North 
Bridgcwater who are liable to «ufler loes by fire. And to 
aeeomplish laid object, twenty-tbrcc eharen, valued at twenty 
dollar! each, are oflbred to tlioee who may foci intercf^tod to 
become proprieiore thereof. Kaeh snbeeribor will annex to hi« 
name how many sharei he takes, and if lees than one, what 
pari. And we, the sobecribert, du severally feel under obliga- 
tione ttj pay, agreeably to our subeeription, to the propriet«»rs, 
treasurer, <>r agent duly authorised by a majority of proprietors 
to receive their money, and to procure their engine. 

<< North Hridgowater, February 10, IKL7.'* 



Snfascribem' naiuM. 



Nu.of 
Sliares. 



SafascrilMni* names. 



No. of 
SItarM. 



Kliab Whitman One. 

Nathan Perry " 

Bdward South worth ** 

Silas I'aokard ** 

Jabes Field " 

Benjamin Kingman *' 

John Wales ** 

David Amos ** 

Hosseter Jones *' 

Micah Faxon '* 

Nathan liny ward " 

Area lioonurd " 

Asel Wood " 

Ijemuel French ** 

Zibeon French *' 

Peres Crocker " 

John Battlort " 






*4 



Bliphalet Kingman..One-half. 

Bela Keith *' 

Bphraim Howard " 

William Faxon *' 

Nathan Jones " 

David Packanl 

John pNukanI 

Nstlianiol II. OniM... 

Charles Packard '' 

Hiram AlhcrtiHi ** 

Asor Paukanl Onu-(iuartur. 

Josiah W. Kingman. 
Benjamin Stoddard... 

John Crafts 

Thomas Wales.Three-quarters. 
Nath. B. Harlow..Ono-qnarler. 
Sidney Perkins... 






II 
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This engine was called the *^ Union, No. 1," and 
was a bucket-tub to be filled by hand. The machine 
passed out of the proprietors' hands to the town, on 
condition that the town would put the engine in per- 
fect order, and keep it in order for use at fires. They 
also furnished a hook-and-ladder carriage, with fire- 
hooks, ladders, chains, etc. 

The above constituted all the facilities fur extin- 
guishing fires previous to 1815. At that date the 
town, finding the alarms of fire growing more numer- 
ous as new buildings were erected, and were so near 
together, " voted to procure two now and improved 
suction fire-engines." This vote passed Feb. 9, 1846. 
The town appropriated one thousand dollars, provided 
the citiKcns would subscribe one thousand dollars 
more. The subscription was promptly raised, and 
Benjamin Kingman and Amasa Edson appointed a 
committee to purchase the machines. Previous to 
this time the management at fires was under the 
direction of " tire wards" appointed by the town. 

The two new engines were manufactured by Messrs. 

^ The find firo-ongino in uao iu tliis oounlry wiut ini|iortud 
from lIuHuud fur lliu uity of Now York, in Dooumlior, I7>ll. 
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T. & E. Thayer, eostin<]; seven hundred and fifly dol- 
lam ca(!h, and were contpletod and recoivcd Feb. H, 
1847. One of them was called " Protector," and 
was kept in the Centre Village; the other, called 
" Enterprise," was located at Canipello. 

The "fire department" of 1865 was organized by 
nn act of* incorporation by the Legislature of Massa- 
chusottH, March 18, 184rt, and at the time of* the 
receipt of the two new engines consisted of the fol- 
lowing: one old engine, the " Union," Capt. Henry 
L. Bryant ; " Protector, No. 3," Capt. B. P. Lucas, 
— motto, " We will endeavor;" "Enterprise, No. 2," 
Capt. Aaron B. Drake, — motto, " Always ready ;" 
one hook-and-ladder carriage, with the fixtures, and 
one old and two new engine-houses. 

In 1850 the town purchA.sed a large engine of John 
Agncw, of Philadelphia, Pn., costing seventeen hun- 
dred dollars, which was called the " Protector, No. 3." 
The old engine of that name was changed to " Relief, 
No. 4," — motto, " Our aim, the public good." In 
May, 1853, a new machine was purchased by private 
subscription, by the name of " Independence, No. 5," 
— motto, " Still live." About the same time, the 
" Relief Engine, No. 4," was sold to the town of 
Randolph, and located at South Randolph. In the 
fall of 1853 a new engine was purchased of L. But- 
ton & Co., of Waterford, N. Y., named ** Mayflower, 
No. 4," which name was changed t^ " Columbian, No. 
5,"_inotU», " On tho alert." 

In the spring of 18G1 the t4»wn voted to sell " Pro- 
tector, No. 3," which was done during the year, by 
exchange with William Je£fers, of Pawtucket, for one 
of his engines, using the same name and number. 
In 1854 " Enterprise Engine, No. 2," was transferred 
to the " West Shares," or Northwest Bridgewater, 
and the name changed to " Niagara, No. G." During 
that year a new engine was purchased of L. Button 
& Co., of Waterford, N. T., to take the place of the 
old engine, adopting the same name, and was located 
at Canipello. In 1805 the "Niagara Engine" was 
sold to go to South Easton, and a new engine was 
pnrchastMl at Charle^ttown, named " Hancock, No. 1." 

In 1H()5 the (ire department of Brockton consisted 
of "Hancock Engine, No. 1," Capt. Isaac H. Hart- 
well, located at the "West Shares," — motto, "Our 
aim, the public good ;" " Enterprise Engine, No. 2," 
Ca]»t. William Stevens, located at Campello, — motto, 
" Always ready ;" " Protector Engine, No. 3," Capt. 
Henry B. Packard, located in the Centre Village, — 
motto, " We will ende:ivor ;" " Columbian Engine, 
No. 5," Capt. E. Z. Stevens, also located in the 
Centre Village, — motto, " On the alert ;" and one 
hook-and-ladder carriage and three engine-houses. 



On Saturday, the 2l8t of October, 1865, the fire 
companies made a trial of fire-engines for a silver 
trumpet. " Protector" took tho prise, playing hori- 
zontally two hundred and twenty feet. 

The fire department, as constituted in 1884, con- 
sists of three steam fire engines, with fifleen men 
each, three extinguishers, one hook-and-ladder com- 
pany, and one hand-engine. 

The board of engineers are Davis R. Eldred, as- 
sisted by Nehemiah S. Holmes, Charles Eaton, Zonas 
L. Marston, and Alexander Fanning. Nehemiah S. 
Holmes, clerk. 

The fire department of Brockton has ever had a 
good reputation for efficiency, and when it is considered 
how many wooden buildings are compactly located, 
the city has been remarkably fortunate in not having 
many conflagrations. 

Fire Alarm. — The city has an excellent system of 
fire-alnrnis through its territory, which facilitates the 
getting to fires at the earliest possible moment. 

Brockton Special Fire Police. — This is an or- 
ganization of persons appointed by the mayor and 
aldermen, whose duty it shall be, as soon as an alarm 
of fire is given, to repair to the spot designated by 
the fire-alarm, and take charge of the personal prop- 
erty in and around the burning buildings, subject to 
orders from the chief engineer. 

This is a very valuable aid to the fire department, 
and prevents) depredation and all sorts of mischief. 

The force for 1883 was as follows: 

David Eldred, captain ; Thomas W. Kennedy, first 
assistant; Arthur P. Alden, second assistant; Alden 
W. Skinner, clerk and treasurer; Clarence Oill, 
David Glover, and Michael 0. Neal. Members, Wil- 
liam Brett, John Dean, George F. Tinkham, Alex- 
ander Frasor, John S. Perry, E. J. Hartford, Oliver 
L. Joy. Uufus E. Packard, Elmer L. Fellows, Charles 
N. Hudson, Melvin F. Packard, Jason H. Baymond, 
J. Emery Merchant. 

Railroads. — March 25, 1845, the Legislatuve of 
Massachusetts granted a charter to Messrs. Artemas 
Hale, Nalium Stetson, Aaron Hobart, Solomon Ager, 
Benjamin B. Howard, Dwelly Fobes, Edward South- 
worth, Benjamin Kingman, Henry Blanchard, Eben- 
ezcr Alden, Royal Turner, and David Blanchard, aud 
their associates and successors, to build a railroad from 
the Old Colony Railroad at South Braintree, running 
through Randolph, Stoughton, and Brockton, to 
Bridgewater, to connect with the Middleboro* and 
Bridgewater Railroad, under the name of the ** Ran- 
dolph and Bridgewater Railroad Corporation.*' The 
road was finished and commenced running cars to 
Brockton in 1846. Previous to this the " Fall River 
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BrtDoh Bailroftd" had been in existence for some time 
from Mjriok'B Station, on the '' Taanton Branch Rail- 
road/' to Fall River. Another short road was oliar- 
tered to ran from Bridgewater to Mjfrick'a Station, to 
connect with the *' Fall River Branch Railroad,'* thoa 
making a condnnoas ronte from the Old Colon j Road 
at South Braintree to Fall River, and three different 
corporations. These were united in one, under the 
name of the '* Fall River Railroad Corporation," by 
which it was known until by an act of the Jjcgisla- 
turo, March 25, 1854, the " Old Colony Railroad 
Company" and the " Fall River Railroad Company" 
were made into one corporation, under the name of 
the " Old Colony and Fall River Railroad Corpora- 
tion." The road has since changed its name, upon 
the completion of the road to Newport, to *^ Old 
Colony and Newport Railway Company." The city 
has now direct communication with Boston, Fall 
River, Newport, Middleboro', and towns on Cape 
Cod, and also to Fairhaven. Mr. Joseph O. Ben- 
nett was the first station agent at the Centre, who 
was succeeded by George W. Bryant, Calvin Keith, 
and J. Tlormnn French, who is now tliu Huporin- 
tendent. 

There is another depot at Campello, one and a half 
miles 80uth of the Centre. Varanes Wales was the 
first station agent, and he was succeeded by Isaac T. 
Packard and Nelson J. Foss. 

During the year 1845 a charter was applied for, to 
build a branch road from Stoughton to North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), with a capital of two hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Brockton Oas-Light Company. — During the 
year 1858 several of the citizens in the thickest 
settled portions of the town began to discuss the sub- 
ject of a belter means of lighting the stores, factories, 
and dwelling-houses ; or, in other words, the people 
wanted more light, and as is always the case when 
people wish for light it can bo had. For tluH pur- 
pose a few public-spirited individuals were called 
together July 22, 1859, to see what measures it was 
thought best to adopt. Subscription papers were 
opened, and stock taken to the amount of twelve thou- 
sand dollars, divided into shares of one hundred dol- 
lars each. A company was organized Sept. 5, 1859, 
with the following officers : William F. Brett, presi- 
dent ; David F. Studley, trcaBurcr ; Noah Chcsman, 
H. W. Robinson, and Jonas R. Perkins, Esq., direc- 
tors. 

The present officers are Noah Chesman, president ; 
Henry W. Robinson, treasurer; Jonas R. Perkins, 
clerk; David Brayton, superintendent. Office on 
Montello, near School Street. 



The Ediion Bleetrie ninminating Ckimpany. — 
This company organised March 5, 1883, with a oap- 
ital of one hundred thousand dolhira, for the purpose 
of conducting business in Brookton. Tlio following 
is the list of officers : President, Charles G. Whits, 
of Boston ; Clerk and Treasurer, William L. Oarri- 
Bon ; Directors, Oeorge P. Denny, James P. Tolman, 
Frank J. Cobnm, Calvin B. PrescoU, and F. O. 
White ; Manager, W. J. Jenks. 

On Monday evening, Oct 1, 1883, at quarter-past 
six o'clock P.M., the alM)Vo system of lighting was 
successfully introduced into the city of Brockton, and 
has now become one of the principal institutions of 
the city. The reputation of Brockton is second to 
none in introducing the best and newest of all im- 
provements and in sustaining all well-directed enter- 
prises. That there is a growing feeling in favor of 
electricity in Brockton is evident by the increased 
demand for its introduction into private houses and 
stores, and that it will come into general use we have 
no doubt. 

The central station or headquarters of Uiis com- 
pany i.Hat the corner of MonU;lIoand Lincoln Streets, 
where the company are provided with a ccminiodious 
brick building and steaui-])ower of the niotst approved 
kind. 

Jenny Electric Light and Power Company, of 
Brockton, organised May 2, 1884, capital fifty thou- 
sand dollars, located at the corner of Montello and 
Crescent Streets. Oeorge £. Keith, president; 
Henry E. Lincoln, clerk and treasurer; Oeorge £. 
Keith, Henry E. Lincoln, Ziba C. Keith, Col. John 
J. Whipple, directors. Works in a building one hun- 
dred by ihirty-five feet, on Montello, south of Cres- 
cent Street. 

Lights have been placed on the streets by this com- 
pany within a few weeks, and have proved highly 
satisfactory. There f^re a large number of prominent 
firms who have signified their intention to xism this 
light. 

Brookton Street Railway Company. — This 
corporation was duly organized Jan. 8, 1881, with the 
following ofiicers: George F. Hall, Henry Towle, 
and Fred. Nourse, of Boston, Charles R. Ford and 
Ziba C. Keith, of Brockton, directors. George F. 
Hall was elected president, and Fred. Nourse clerk. 
The capital tstock was ftirty thousand d(»llars. 

The cars ran over the road for the first time on 
Wednesday, July 6, 1881, and commenced regular 
trips from the beginning, being well patronised. Cars 
were decorated on the occasion of opening of the road, 
which at first exten^led fnmi ClilVon Avenue, nesir 
the southerly boundary of the town in Campello, 
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through the wain thoroughfare of the city as far as 
the manufactory of Eoos H. Reynolds, at the north end. 
Trips were made every twenty minutes. At first six 
box and three open cars, and thirty-nine horses, were 
required to run the road in a proper manner. 

At the commencement of running the horse-cars, 
there was a line of large omnibuses running from 
Campcllo to Brockton, which the railroad company 
purchnscd, including the horses, coaches, harness, 
etc., belonging to Pendar & Rogers. The company 
also leased the stable of the proprietors for five years 
fur the purposes of the new railroad. Horace B. 
Rogers immediately took the management of the road 
as superintendent, for which position he was admira- 
bly qualified, and under whose direction the road has 
proved a success. In the early part of 1884, the people 
of Kast Stoughton wishing for accommodations and 
convenient connection with Brockton, the company ex- 
tended their track to the Randolph line, thus making 
a conq)lotc line from Randolph, through the main 
streets of East Stouj;hU)n and Brockton to West 
Uridgewater. This cor|M)rat.i()n is very judiciously 
managed, and has proved remunerative to the Ktock- 
holders, and tends very much to equalize the difierent 
sections of the city, by opening up the vacant lands, 
and adding to the growth of the same. 

North Bridgewater Board of Trade. — This was 
an organixation having for i(H object the lollnwing : 
" In order to promote the clHciency and extend (he use- 
fulncKH of the business men of North Bridgewater, 
and in order to secure unity and harmony of action in 
reference to any initiated or prospective enterprises 
affecting its welfare, and especially in order to afford 
a fund of counsel to secure the proper consideration 
of all questions pertaining to the financial, commercial, 
and industrial interests of our community, this asso- 
ciation on this 29lh day of March, 1871, is hereby 
formed.** Meetings were held in Mercantile Building. 

At a meeting held on Wednesday evening. April 
5, 1871, the following ofiicers were elected: Ellis 
Packard, president; Henry W. Robinson, Albert 
Keith, viccprcsident.s ; Ira Copeland, secretary; 
George E. Bryant, treasurer; Directors, Oakes S. 
Soule, E. li. Thayer, Edward Southworth, Jr., 
Rufus P. Kingman, Enos H. Reynolds, Eben 6. 
Rhodes, Charles P. Porter, Nelson J. Fobs, Edward 
Crocker, Charles R. Ford, William W. Cross, Davis 
S. Packard. 

Independent Order of Good Templars. — Fra- 
TKUNAL IjODOE, No. 24.'— Many of the earliest efforts 



in the temperance cause were according to the methods 
of the Independent Order of Good Templars. Every 
representative of the Good Templar ideal is an 
apostle of temperance ideas and principles, and their 
influence is more widely felt than that of most any 
other order. 

This lodge was constituted Sept. 22, 1860, by the 
Grand Temple of the Independent Order of Good 
Templars of the State of Massachusetts, who granted 
unto the following members to be a lodge, located at 
North Bridgewater (now Brockton), under the name 
of Fraternal Lodge, No. 24 : 

Charter Members, — Isaac T. Packard, George R. 
Whitney, Clement Ells, C. F. Sylvester, C. G. Keeney, 
Charles W. Gardner, II. F. Perkins, D. T. Soper, L. 
Preston Howard, John W. Porter, Robert Clifford, 
H. C. R. Sherman, Isaac Littlefield, Elisabeth F. 
Gardner, Catharine P. Cobb, Elizabeth Pierce, L. W« 
Harmon, A. P. Kingman, Charles N. Pierce, Ephraim 
Bailey, Hannah Bailey, Jennie Bryant, John Filoon. 

Ojficers.—Isavic T. Packard, W. C. T. ; Catharine 
P. Cobb, W. V. T. ; H. C. R. Sherman, Chap. ; C. 
F. Sylvester, Sec. ; Hannah Bailey, A. S. ; C. G. 
Kenney, F. S. ; A. P. Kingman, Treas. ; Charles 
W. Gardner, Mar. ; Maria Fletcher, D. M. ; Jennie 
Bryant, J. G. ; John W. Porter, 0. G. ; Lydia Fuller, 
R. 11. S. ; Hattie E. Dealing, L. H. S. ; George R. 
Whitney, P. W. C. T. 

A new charter was granted and a new lodge con- 
stituted May 20, 1867, with the following member- 
ship : Rufus L. Thatcher, Alpheus Holmes, H. H. 
Filoon, Benjamin P. Lucas, Frank Hervey, N. W. 
Stoddard, 0. B. Hervey, R. L. Thatcher, Jr., Pauline 
B. Whitney, Wealthy Packard, Catherine P. Cobb, 
George R. Whitney, Joseph M. Hyde, Julia Hyde, 
Charles W. Gardner, Betsy Copeland, Abigail Holmes, 
Hannah Bailey, E. S. Fletcher, M. K. Hayward, 
George M. Copeland, Nelson Marble, Eliiabeth F. 
Gardner, L. E. Packard, George B. Dunbar, W. 
Lithgow, G. W. S. ; E. S. Mitchell, G. W. C. T. 



' Sinoo printing tlio mnttor in rcreronce to thin lodge on page 
706, the abore data have been obtained. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Rrockion a8 a Citj — The Inauguration of the First Munioipal 
Gorornmeni of the City — Inauguration Proeeodlngs — Oity 
Charter— City Seal— Wards of the City— City OoTernment 
and Oflioors. 

a 

Brookton as a City. — In the history of Broekton 
we have given the inoorporation of the original 
town of Bridgewater, the inoorporation of the North 
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Parish, as well as tho inporporation of the town of 
North Bridgewater, and, as this town and Brockton 
are now in common, it is proper to give a brief 
account of the present municipality known as the 
city of Brockton. 

From 1821 to 1870 the territory within the limits 
of Brockton was known as North Bridgewater. 
During the year 1870 a large number of the citisens 
began to consider the expediency of a change of 
name, substituting a shorter name, and one not so 
easily confounded with other localities similar in their 
pronunciation. The reasons given were many, — some 
very good, others of but little account. In the early 
part of 1871 various names were suggested as being 
appropriate, among which was the Pilgrim name of 
*' Winslow.*' At an informal meeting of tho friends 
of a proposition for changing the name, held in the 
selectmen's room Monday evening, Jan. 23, 1871, 
several names were suggested, and one or two ballots 
were taken. The following were among the many 
proposed : Standish, Madison, Pyrola, Oriole, Lang- 
don, Gaston, Aberdale, Alden, Montello, and Norwood, 
a decided preference being given to the last mentioned. 
This meeting ended without definite action. 

The next move was a petition signed by nearly two 
hundred and fidy persons in favor of a change, headed 
by the name of Hon. Edward Southworth, Jr., and 
asking for a public meeting, which was held in Mur* 
ray Hall, Friday evening, Jan. 27, 1871, for a discus- 
sion of the whole subject. The town voted February 
8th to petition the Legblature to change the name to 
Standish, as follows : 

" To the Hon. Senate and Houee of Bepreeentativee of the Oom' 
monwealth of Maeeaehueette, iu Oeueral (hurt aeeembUd : 
"The undenigned, in obedience to a vote passed at a town- 
meeting, held on the 8th daj of February, 1871, respeotfallj 
petition your honorable body to ohange the oorporate name of 
our town from North Bridgewater to Standish, and, as in duty 
bound, will erer pray. 

"Nmlsom J. Foas, 
''Isaac KiMaMAv, 
"Hknry a. Fonn, 
" Selectmen of North Bridgewater, 
«No. Vridgbwatbb, Feb. IS, 1871." 

A numerously-signed petition was also presented 
to the Committee on Towns of the Legislature, by 
Welcome H. Wales, Esq., then the rcprescntutive of 
the town, in aid of the above petition, as follows : 

" To the Honorable Senate and Houte of Hepretentattvee : 

'* The undersigned legal voters of the town of North Bridge- 
water endorse the action of the town at a legal meeting held on 
the 8lh of February, instant, in voting to potition tlie Logislu- 
ture to change the name of the town. 

"Ohahlks C. Bixby a 802 Otukuh." 



And aderwards, on tho 20th of Bf arch, tho town 
reconsidered the vote, and substituted the name of 
<* SUnton,*' by a vote of 136 for Stanton and 77 for 
** Standish." A public hearing was held before tho 
legislative committee March 16, 1871, and at that 
time it seemed as though the name of " Standbh" 
would be adopted. But at a meeting of the commit- 
tee held later a new name was suggested, and a meet- 
ing was called to act upon a new name. This meet- 
ing was held March 20, 1871, and the following 
article (9th) was taken up and acted upon as ftillows : 

" To see if the Town will rote to substitute, in the petition 
already presented to the Legislature for 'Standish,' some more 
simple and desirable name as the name of tho Town." 

" Voted, That it is tho Sense of the Town to Substitute the 
nMno of < Stanton' for ' Standish' as the corporate name of the 
Town." 

" Voted f To insiruot our Representative to pruout to the 
committee of the Legislature on Towns a copy of the previous 
Vote." 

This action suggested another name, and the fol- 
lowing petition was brought to the attention of the 
committee : 

" To the Honorable Senate and Jiouee of Repreeentatieee : 

"The undersignod, I«ogal Votors of the Town of North 
Bridgewater, ruspeotfully pray your honorable body to substi- 
tute the name of ' Amburg* in place of Staqtun, in the petition 
already presented to the Legislature for a change in the Corpor- 
ate name of North Bridgewater. 

<<L. D. lUuvKY k 926 Othkhs." 

A hearing was had, with all these petitions and the 
original petition of tho selectmen, by vote of the town 
before them, and, afler all parties had been heard, they 
took the view that as the town had originally voted 
for " Standish," they thought a petition from n cor- 
porate body in public town-meeting, duly notified, was 
of more weight than a lot of petitions handed around 
for signatures, and therefore reported a bill, of which 
the following is a copy : 

*'0<)IIIIONWHAI.TII OV MAHMAtiUIIHNTrH. 

*' In the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy -one. 

"An act to Ohange the Name of the Town of North Bridge- 
water. 

" Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives, in 
General Court assembled, and by authority of the same, as fol- 
lows: 

"SaoTiOH 1. The town of North Bridgewater shall take the 
name of Standish. 

"Sbot. 2. This shall not take effect unless accepted by a ma- 
jority of the legal voters of said town, present und voting 
thereon by ballot, at a special meeting hold upon nutice given 
at least seveu days befure the tinio of said mooting, and the 
polls shall bo opened at nine o'clock in tho forenoon of said 
day, and shall not be closed before four o'clock in the afternoon 
of said day, nor remain open longer than six o'clock in the 
afternoon of said day. 

*' SKtrr. .S. It shull bo tho duty of tho suloutmou of said towu 
to corlify and return as soou as may l>e the number of ballota 
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In faror of the aooeptnnoo of this octj and the number of bal- 
lots against the acooptanoe of the same, to the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth ; nnd if it shall appear that a majority of suoh 
ballots is in faror of the aooeptanoe of this aot, the Secretary 
shall immediately issue and publish his certifloate decUring 
this act to have been duly accepted. 

"Srct. 4. Said meeting shall be held within ninety days 
from the passngo of this act. 

"Skct. 5. This act shall take elToot upon its passage. 

" Ilouse of Ropreeentativee, 

"April 18, 1871. 
" Passed to be enacted. 

" Harvrt Jrwrll, Speaker. 

" In Senate, April 18,1871. 

" Passed to be enacted. 

" IIoiiACR II. OooLinoK, President, 

" April 19, 1871. 

** Approyc<l. 

"Wll.UAM Ol.AKI.IN." 

The citizens of the town were not a little surprised 
nt tlio rcHult of the coiniuittcc's concluHions. How- 
ever, at a town-meeting held on Tuesday, May 9, 
1871, the number of votes passed upon tlie accept- 
ance or rejection of the act, entitled *^An Act to 
change the name of the Town of North Bridgewater,*' 
was 887, of which 460 were for acceptance and 427 
for rejection. 

We next find a movement to have the name of the 
town changed to Brockton, and this time it was suc- 
cessful. 

Here follows a copy of the petition to the General 
i\)\ul of MnKHiH'.husf^Lls hy the RoloctnK'u of the town 
by a special vole of the town : 

'* 7'<fi the llouornhlf Sninte mid llounf nf Hrprmrnlntivfii of the 
Co ntmnnwr tilth of Atnuitnchnitettt in General Court niinemhled : 
"The undersigned Soleotuion of the Town of North Bridge- 
water, in accordance with a vote passed by the Town at a 
meeting held on (he sixth day of February instant, hereby pe- 
tition your llonornblo body to pass an Act changing the cor- 
porate nainn of "ur Town to * Itrocktun.' 

" IsAAi; KlNilMAN, 

"IIrnuv a. Foko, 
"W. II. Walks, 
" Selectmen of North Bridgewater, 
"North Vrii>grwatbu, Feb. 7, 1874." 

After a hearing in the matter, during which sev- 
eral p<!(itionH were proH<Mitcd, and after much contro- 
versy, the result was as follows : 

"COMMONWRAI.TII or MaSHACIIIIRKTTS. 

• 

" lIouRR OF Kbprrskntatives, March 13, 1874. 
"The Committee on Towns, to whom wns committed the pe- 
tition of the selectmen of North Bridgewater that the corporate 
iinuio of said town may be chnnged from North Bridgewater to 
Brockton; and the petition of CO. Bixby and 1021 others, 
of Isaac Kingmnn and .33 others, and of George II. Ourney 
nnd 102 olliorf. In iiiil of stihl petition of the selectmen ; and 
also the petition of F. A. Thayer and 314 others, for a change 
of the name of North Brldgnwator to Allorton; together with 
the renioiislraiiee of Alpheus (aurney and 106 others, of Ly* 
mnn Clark and 102 others, against the change of the name 



of North Bridgewater to Brockton, hare duly oonsidered the 
same and report the accompanying Bill. 

" Per order, 

"8. 6. GlHHODO.'* 

" Chapter oxiii. of the Aots of 1874. 

" An Act to authorise the Town of North Bridgewater to 
change its Name. 

" lie it enacted, Ae., a* foUown : 

" SRcrr. 1. The town of North Bridgewater may take the name 
of Brockton, AUerton, or Avon. 

"Sect. 2. A ipeoial meeting of the legal roten of said town 
shall be held on the first Tuesday of May of the onrrent year, 
for the purpose of determining which of said three names shall 
be the name of said town. The voting shall be by ballot, and 
each voter way vote for one of said names only, and any ballot 
having thereon any other name or more than one of said names 
shall not be counted. The polls shall be opened at nine o'clock 
in the forenoon of said day, and shall be closed at seven o'clock 
in the afternoon of said day. 

"Skct. 3. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of said town 
to certify and return, as soon as may be, the number of ballots 
in favor of each of said throe names to the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, who shall immediately issue and publish his 
oortifioate, declaring the name which shall be found to have the 
most ballots in its favor to have been adopted by said town, and 
the same shall thereupon bcoome and be the name of said town. 

"Srct. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

" Approved March 28, 1874. 

" North Bridobwatrr, May 5, 1874. 
" To the HoHorahU Secretary of the Commonwealth of i/assa- 
chueette : 
" The undersigned Selectmen of North Bridgewater hereby 
certify that in accordance with a recent Act of the Legislature 
n town meeting was held on this fiah day of May, 1874, for the 
piir)»oso' of choosing cither MIrookton,' 'Allorton,' or 'Avon' 
lis tlio future name of the town, their choice being by ballot. 
And we further certiTy that the whole number of ballots thrown 
at said meeting for that purpose was 1401. Of this number ton 
hundred And eighty (1080) were for ' Brockton,' and four hun- 
dred and eleven (411) were for ' Avon.' 

" Hbiiry a. Ford, 
" Isaac Kingman, 
" Wrtxx)Me II. Walrs, 
" Selretmen of North Jiridgewater, 
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Filed in the ofiice of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
Feb. 6, 1874. 

In accordance with the act above mentioned, on 
the Gth day of May, 1874, the secretary issued bis 
proclamation declaring " Brockton" to have been 
chosen by the town. 

City of Brockton. — The first effort made in the 
direction of obtaining a city charter was at an informal 
gathering of a few of the leading citizens of the town 
held in the ofiice of Elbridge L. Brown, Esq., civil 
engineer, on Tuesday evening, Deo. 21, 1880. Au- 
gustus T. Jones (chairman), Baalis Sanford, Jr. (sec- 
retary), Dr. Loring W. Puffer, Charles R. Ford| 
Lyniaii Clark, Charles W. Sumner, John J. Whipplo, 
William W. Cross, Dr. Henry H. Filoon, Charles 0. 
Bixby, Francis B. Washburn, F. B. Qardnor, K. 0. 
llbodes, Bradford E. Jones, Lucius liichmond, 0. 0. 
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Patten, George E. Bryant, and others took the lead 
in ezproflsing their viewB, and arranj^ements were 
made for a full meeting to be held in the Opera- House, 
Deo. 29, 1880, at which, after remarks by several 
persons, Qeorge M. Copeland offered the following 
motion, which was carried without opposition, via.: 

"Thftt tho Mleotmen of Brockton b« requested to i«aue ibeir 
wamnt Tor a town -meeting for the purpose of formally apply- 
ing in their corporate eapaeitj to the inooming Legislature for 
a eity charter, said meeting to be hold within ten days." 

Agreeably to this vote, the selectmen called a town- 
meeting on lOtli day of January, 1881, at which it 
was voted that the selectmen be instructed to petition 
the Legislature for a city charter. 

The following is a copy of the petition as presented 
to the Legislature : 

" To the IIoMurabU Seuate aud J/otue of Hepreteutativea in OeU' 
etal Court aisembled : 
** Htaptet/uUjf repreMtM the undersigned Selectmen of the 
Town of Brockton, that at a legal meeting of the inhabitants 
of said town, held on the tenth day of January, 1881, it was 
votedf — 

" To instruct their Selectmen to petition the Legislature to 
grant to the inhabitants of tho town of Brockton a City Char- 
ter. 

*' Wherefore, the undersigned ros|»ectfully petition your Ilon- 
orablo bodios to grant to said inliabitiuits a Charter wliurvby tho 
Town of Brockton may become the City of Brockton, aud estab- 
lish a city form of government. 

"William W. Cross. 
'MIbnry a. Ford. 
** Hbhuy U. Packard. 
''William S. Grbkh. 
''Henry B. Lihoolm. 
" SsUetmen of Brockton, 
"Brockton, Jan. 29, 1881." 

" Common wealth op Mamsacudsbtts. 
"Secretary's Department, Boston, Nov. 1st, 1884. 

" A true copy. 

"AtUst, 

"Henry B. Peirce, 
"Secretary of the Commonwealth" 

A bill wns reported, Feb. !28, 1881, and tho act of 
incorporation of the '* City of Brockton" passed April 
9, 1881. 

Agreeably to the terms of the act, the inhabitants 
of the town of Brockton met in the Opcni-Honse, on 
Monday, the 23d day of May, 1881, at two o'clock 
P.M., and voted on the acceptance of the act of the 
Ijegislature for 1881, chapter one hundred and ninety- 
two. 

DeWitt Clinton Packard, Esq., town clerk, filed 
the following vote in the office of the secretary of the 
commonwealth, viz. : 

Yes. 729 

No 240 

Whole number of ballots UGU 



The Inaug^aratioii of the First Mnnieipal Oot- 
enunent of the City of Brockton.— Brockt^m had a 

splendid day for her first inauguration, tho brilliant 
sunlight reflccteil on the fnwhly fnllou snow netting 
everything in a glory of light, while the crisp, braeing 
air seemed specially designed to raise the spirits of 
every citizen up to the standard of the day. At 
half-past seven o'clock in the morning the belb of 
the First and Porter Congregational Churches at the 
north end, and the South Coii*;regatiunal and Bfcthi>- 
di»t Churches at Canipcllo united in merry |m»U for 
half an hour to celebrate the happy event. 

The opera-house was nearly filled some time before 
the exercises were begun, and soon aAer the pro- 
gramme was openetl all the seats of the parquet and 
nearly every one in the gallery were occupied, and 
not a few found standing-room in the outer aisles. 
The centre section of the parquet seats were reserved 
for the members of the new City Council and the invited 
guests of the occasion, while the stage was occupied 
by the out-going town officers, dbtinguished guests, 
and the band. In the foreground of the platform on 
the loft sat chainnan II. 11. Packard, aiitl Win nKsoci- 
ates on the board of selectmen, Kev. Warren (atid- 
dard, Hon. Jonathan Wliil^, ('X-Sehtctnirn Whipplo 
and Cro^», Uov. 11. Ij. Kelsey, Judge Perkins, and 
Bradford Kingman, Esq. On the right were ranged, 
as honored guests of the day, some of the venerable 
citizens of the town, including Father Simeon Pack- 
ard, the only man present who voted at the first town- 
meeting held after North Bridgewater was incorpo- 
rated, Josiah W. Kingman, Esq., Capt. Henry French, 
Augubtus Junes, Deacon Galen Pratt, William Faxon, 
Addison Shaw, Daniel Ford, Elbridge 0. Lincoln, 
Deacon Elbridge H. Packard, Lyman Clark, Deacon 
Cary Howard, Frederick Howard, Deacon Alpheus 
Alden ; in the centre sat Governor Long and Mayor- 
elect Keith, who were greeted as thoy came upon the 
platform with a strain of " Hail to the (/liief " from 
the band, and eiitliusiiuttic cheers from the audience. 

Inaag^oration Proceedings. — Promptly at 10 
o'clock Chairman H. H. Packard rose, and, calling 
the assemblage to order, said he held in his hand 
the act of the Legislature incorporating the city of 
Brockton, which was accepted by vote of the town 
on the 23d of May last, and which began a change 
from a town to a city form of government, which 
was now about to be consummated by the inaugu- 
ration of the officers elected under its provisions. 
Before bidding adieu to the town government, the 
speaker said it seemed fitting to glance at some points 
in the history of the tAiwn which wore of peculiar 
interest at this time. This Mr. Packard did in a 
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very interesting manuer, reviewing briefly the history 
of the town from its establishment, in 1821, to the 
election of its first city government, presenting in de- 
ttiil some of the most important salient events in the 
interval. 

At the close of Mr. Packard's address the band 
played the overture, " L*Espoir de L* Alsace,** after 
which Rev. II. L. Kelsey, of the First Congre<rational 
Church, offered an earnest prayer, fervently imploring 
the divine guidance and blessing upon the young 
city, and the members of the new government, to the 
end that the best good of the^ people may be con- 
served, and Qod*s will be done through their minis- 
trations. 

Iloiiry A. Ford, Ksq., the denc.^of the retiring 
Board of Selectmen, then read the record of the vote 
at the first city election, showing that the total vole 
for Ziba C. Keith, for mayor, was 1371, and for all 
others 1075. The votes for members of the City 
Council wore siroilnrly given. 

Chairman Tnckard next called the list of aldcnnen 
and (Mminion councilinon-eloct, who, as their names 
wore called, rose in their places in the front itoctions 



of the orchestra seats. The chairman then escorted 
the mayor-elect to the front of the stage, and his in- 
troduction of him to the City Council as the first 
mayor of the first city of Plymouth County was re- 
ceived with cheers. Fie then placed in his hands the 
charier of the city, and with it the interests and future 
welfare of the young city, hoping that under his ad- 
ministration it might increase in prosperity and add 
new lustre to its name. 

Judge J. R. Perkins then proceeded to administer 
the oath of office to the mayor first, then to the alder- 
men, and last to the common councilmen, the cere- 
mony being performed in so solemn and impressive a 
manner as tu leave a deep impression upon the audi- 
ence, who listened to it with the most rapt attention. 
This ceremony over, the mayor and City Council re- 
sumed their seats, and after the playing of "The 
Flowers of Alsace,** by the band, Mr. Keith proceeded 
Ui rciid his inaugural address, which follows in full : 

MAYOR KEITH'S ADDUKSS. 

'* (ieiittemen of the City Council : 

** Aa wo aro about to aMume the duties imposed upon us by 
(ho sufTragcs of our follow -citizens, it is befitting that we should 
rai«o our thank-oflfcring for the prosperity of onr town during 
these llirccsoore yoars, and that we should invoke the Dirine 
blessing for the future welfare of our city. 

" As this day marks a new era in our municipal career, it may 
not ho iitiprofitable to reviow in a brief manner the history of 
our town from the period of its settlement to the present time, 
to mnrk the great changes which two centuries have wrought, 
and thereby prepare ourselves the more fully to realise the 
trusts and responsibilities committed to our hands. 



"On a small rooky hill, anciently oalled Sachem's Rock, a 
little south of the former site of Whitman's mill, in tbo present 
town of Bast Bridgewater, on the 23d of Maroh, 1640, were 
assembled a party of men representing on the one side the pro- 
prietors of a plantation granted them by the Old Colony Court 
at Plymouth, on the other the Indian saohem Ousameqnin, 
afterward and better known as Massasoit, who was present to 
execute a deed of a tract of land called Satuckei, dosoribed in 
this instrument as ' extending in the length and breadth thereof 
as followeth, that is to say : from the wear [weir] at Satuoket 
seven miles due east, and from the said wear seven miles due 
west, and from the said wear seven miles due north, and from 
the said wear seven miles due south, to have and to hold to 
Miles Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant Southworth, in 
behalf of all the townsmen of the town of Daxbury, to them 
and their heirs forever. In eonsideration of this bargain and 
sale, Miles Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant Southworth 
bind themselves to pay for the same seven coats (a yard and a 
half in a coat), 9 hatchets, 8 hoes, 20 knives, 4 moose skins, 10^ 
yards of cotton.' This, then, was the original price paid for what 
now constitutes Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, West Bridge- 
wator, Brockton, and a part of Abington. 

** Eleven years later, in June, 1656, Bridgewater was incor- 
porated into a distinct township, being the first interior town 
in the Old Colony. Each Hottier had at first a grant of a house- 
loi uf six acres on the Town lliver, tlie first lots being taken in 
what is now West Bridgewater, where also the first houses were 
built and tho (irst improvoinents mado. llardly had this sottle- 
inout made a beginning when the war, known as the King 
Philip's, burst upon them. Being wholly an interior settlement, 
and remote from their friends on the seaboard, they were 
strongly urged to desert their dwellings and repair to the better 
protected towns by the ooant. This, however, they resolutely 
refused to do, but kept their ground, defended their homes, and 
enofuiragod and nssiotod other towns to do the same. 

" In oarly times tho hintory of tho ohuioh was the history of 
the town, hence the frequent reference in early records to par- 
ishes and procinots. Previous to 1716 Bridgewater had but one 
place of religious worship, but in June of that year the General 
Court incorporated a new parish, which was called the South. 
From this time the old parish took the name of the North, and 
eom prised the territory of what is now Brookton and West 
Bridgewater. 

" No settlements are known to have been made in the present 
city of Itrockton prior to the year 1700, but very soon after this 
porioil sotlloments began to extend northward, and had In- 
oreased to such an extent that in 1738 54 individuals belonging 
in the northerly part of the parish, feeling that ' by reason of 
the great dintance but few of their families ooald attend public 
worship in the West Precinct,' set forth their grievances in a 
petition to the General Court praying that ' they might bo set 
off as a distinct and separato township,' whloh poUtioo WM so 
far granted as to allow them the powers and privileges osnally 
given to parishes. For fifty-five years thereafter the people of the 
North Parish remained apparently contented in their oonnoo- 
tion with the other parishes of the town. In 1703, however . 
the desiro to become a separate township became so strong that 
stops were taken looking towards the incorporation, of a town, 
including, as was proposed in this instance, the West and North 
Parishes. This failed, as did similar attempts in 1814 and 1816. 

*' At a meeting held May 5, 1818, the question of a division 
of the old town of Bridgowator was practically settled by a 
vote of 112 in favor to 10 against, and at a meeting held March 
25, 1810, the parish voted to petition 'the next session of the 
Legislature for a division of the town.' This petition was duly 
presented, and an act to establish the town of North Bridge- 
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water was paaatd Jane 16, 18S1. The first town«meetiog after 
the inoorporation was held July 4, 1821. Joseph Sylveateri 
Bsq., was ohoeeo moderator, and Col. Bdward Southwortb, town 
olerk. Abel Kingman, Bsq., Howard Gary, Bsq., and Capt. 
Zaohariah Gurney were ohoaen selootmen. One at least who 
took part in that first town-meeting sixty years ago, and a few 
others who were old enough to l>e present, are with us to-day. 
?roud are we to weleome them to this platform, men whose in- 
terest in the welfare and improvement of our beloved town has 
ever been active, and whieh, in 1881, is still unabated ! But 
how few ! Many, so many, have fallen by tho way until not a 
soore remain. Yet we know these hearts thrill with pride and 
gratitude that a sparing mercy has permitted them to see this 
day and allowed them to witness these inaugural oeremoniot. 

" As to-day we part with all these old township associations 
and assume a place in tho sisterhood of cities, let us renew from 
the heart the oath which our lips have just uttered. 

** Let us retrace our steps for a moment to consider our growth 
in population which these years have developeil. The fact that 
Bridgewater was an interior sottlement, and iier soil not tho 
most productive, induced many familios during tlio twunty-fivo 
years proooding 1704 to oiiiigrate to llio woMtorn purt uf tho 
State, while not a few found homes in the State of Maine, then 
a part of Massachusetts. Notwithstanding this emigration, the 
oensus of 1704 showed a population of 833 ; 

that of 1810, a population of 1,354, a gain of 521 
" 1820, " 1,480, *« 120 

** 1830, " 1,953, " 473 

" 1840, " 2,004, " HI 

" 1860, " 3,939, " 1846 

•' 1800, " 0,384, " 2446 

" 1870, " 8,007, " 1823 

" 1880, " 13,008, " 1601 

** Reference to these statistics shows that not until 1840 did 
there seem to l>e any unusual growth. Previous to this date it 
had been slow and steady, due doubtless to the fact that we wore 
more an agricultural than a manufacturing people. From this 
point our progress and material prosperity has been more rapid 
and substantial. 

**0( our industrial pursuits, the manufacture of l>oots and 
shoes stands pre-eminently at the head. Gomuienoing in 1811 
with tho first shoes manufactured by Micah Faxon, who was 
wont to take a load of shoes on horseback to Boston and return 
with material for the manufacture of more, we find this indus- 
try had grown to such an extent that the census of 1846 showed 
the total number of pairs of boots and shoes manufactured in 
this town as being 200,187, at an estimated value of $179,710; 
those of 1866, 701,716, estimated value $724,827 ; those of 1866, 
1,112,700, estimated value, $1,466,900, while those for 1876 
showed a production the estimated value of which was $6,687,- 
406. A comparison of these statistics shows that the growth 
of this industry has more than kept pace with our increase in 

population. 

** A oomparison of the valuation of the taxable property in 
1860 (the central date in our town's history) with that of 1880, 
the amount raised by taxation on the saiuo, as also some statis- 
tics in relation to our schools, may prove interesting, and are 
given herewith : 

** Valuation of Uxable property in 1850, $1,293,000 
" " " 1881, 6,870,407 

** Amount raised by tax in 1850, 9,781.75 

« « ** 1880, 104,886.00 

*< Number of schools in 1854 was 16 with 1124 scholars. 
« •< 1881 was 48 with 2457 scholars. 

"Amount appropriated for schools in 1850, $2,000 

1880, 25,500 
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"These oonparisons show that in material wealth and sehool 
appropriations we have advanoed quite as rapidly as in popu- 
lation and mannfaetures. 

" North Bridgewater revieweil would bo incomplete witliout 
reference to hor military history, — tho part tfhe liure in the 
struggles through which the nation has patfsed, and wo refer 
with pride to those who in times of danger rallied to their 
country's call, and in a measure matle this growth and pros- 
perity possible. In the old French and Indian war« the North 
Parish fkirnished her share of men and means for the defense 
of the settlers. In the Revolutionary war a company of fifty 
men, under the oommand of Capt. .l«ii»iHli liny den, was fur- 
nished from this part of old Bridgewater, boMidos many who 
enlistetl in othor organizations, for a detiiilod a««<niut of whiuli 
I refer you to Kingman's ' liislory uf North Hridgowalor.' ^ in 
the war of the Rebellion we recall the spirit and patriotism 
which the attack on Port Sumter inspired in the hearts of the 
people, and how, on the evening of April 21, 1801, in yonder 
church vestry, more than one hundred mon, the very llowor of 
our thon thriving town, came forward and enlisted in tho scr- 
viuo of thuir country. Nor shall wo himiu forgot with what fool- 
ings wo bade tho oomroilos of Company F, Twolflli Musifa- 
ohusetts Regiment, Qod-speed on their way to the front, from 
which so few returned; of Company I, First Massachusetts 
Regiment of Cavalry, Capt. Lucius Richmond, a company 
which we had so often admired on parade, then more admired 
because of their voluntary response to the call of duty ; to the 
hundreds of others who under othor commands and in other 
fields did liononiblo sorvice for Ihoir C4iuiitry. All tlioso wo 
hold in grateful roiucmbrauce. Never again as a town uan wo 
allude to thoso heroes or do tlieiu honor for their liduliiy and 
patriotism. And its to-day wo seal tier history, shall wo not 
resolve to do all in our power to perpetuate their names and 
fame? 

** Much might be said in a review of the eoclesiaatiual, the 
educational, and the biographical history of Brockton, but time 
will not ptTuiit. With the past |>assing in reviow, shall wo not 
thereby l>e stimulated to toalous endeavors still to nmintaiu 
for our city the name and fame she has now as a town for hor 
business enterprise, and as scalously guard her oducjitional and 
moral interests, that in them she may excel, if piMsiblo, hor in- 
dustrial fame ? Before closing this iM>ok of tho )»ast we desire 
to express our thanks to the retiring Board of Selectmen fur the 
care and pains taken in preparing the way for the election and 
organisiition of the new government, and they may well feel 
satisfied that in this transition the work has been so smoothly 
and correotly accomplished. 

" Let us now otmsider for a moment the duties that confront us 
to-day. As the forthcoming report of the Board of Selectmen 
will present and cover the business of the past year, I shall an- 
ticipate very little in that direction, but shall in a measure defer 
to their judgment, which I have l>eon allowed to avail myself of. 

"In the judgment of your town offioers, as expressed hereto- 
fore in their annual reports, there seems to be a neccssiiy for 
increased aocommodations and improved facilities for the caro 
of the poor at the almshouse. I therefore call your attention 
to this subject, believing that in tho duty which we owe to the 
unfortunate poor, sympathy should have cousitloration as well 
as economy. 

" Our highways generally are in a very good condition, but 
by reason of recent changes in the grade of Main Street, with 
no suitable material at hand with which to reconstruct, it is at 
present in a very bad condition, and will demand prompt at- 
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tontion, which in luj judgment can only be permancntlj done 
by ronomlftniixing or paving a portion of this street. Consider- 
ing tho improved condition of this oar main thoronghfaro, the 
extensive improvement of Pond Street eontemplated by onr 
ooonty eommissionorSy the building of streets already laid out, 
liberal appropriations will be required at your hands. 

** Our sohoolfl wore novor, as a whole, in a more nvtisfactory 
oondition than at the present time, and their high character, 
we i>cliove, has oontributod largely to the rapid and vigorous 
growth of onr town. The amount appropriated in this depart- 
ment 8how8 in what estimation our iMliu^itional privileges are 
held, nnd a dcloruiinatinn on the part of tho pcopio thnt sup- 
port shall not bo wanting to secure tho licst result nttaiuable. 

"The protection which the introduction of water affords, n« 
well as the comfort and convenience provided for our people, 
in its use for domestic and other pur|)08es, mark this enter- 
prise as a wise and necessary measure, and notwithstanding 
tho hravy outlay, tho nuiuerous a|i|ilicationM for water sorvice 
indicate that it will soon hvcomo soir-supporling. liiliiimlvly 
connected with this snbjoct is that of sewerage. 

"At no very distant day the question of drainage and sewer- 
age will force itsolf upon us, and I would suggest tlint immedi- 
ate steps be taken to investigate this matter, tliat whatever is 
best may be sought out and applied, when moile a necessity. 

"Our fire department is in a most sntisfootory oondition, nnd 
is regarde<l liy our people with honest pride, not only for elli- 
t'ient services rendered, but for the manly conduct of its ofli- 
cers and men. >Vhile we have been remarkably exempt from 
destructive fires in the past, no cfTort should ho sparetl to keep 
this department in its present eflioient condition. 

"The position of police oihcer is one of great responsibility, 
calling for courage, judgment, sobriety, and honesty, and no 
such force can be made eflfoctive unless harmimy prevails 
among its members; they should know no party, no friend, no 
foe; know nnd obey only lite call of duty in tho oxiMMiiion or 
nil hiwSy firiuly ynt fairly and impartially. As a foioo it is 
strong, being clothed with the authority of tho law, yet weak 
and inefTicient without the support of the people. 

"The position which our new city takes on the (piestion of 
license for the sale of intoxicating liquors is positive and plain, 
and indicates not only a desire but a purpose to curtail this 
traflnc, which has been a discredit to our |>eople, and a reproach 
upon the good name of our town. I trust, with this expression 
of the popular will and with oflBcers who should be in sympathy 
with the execution of the liquor as well as all other laws, that 
our first year's liistory as a city shall not be marred by the con- 
tinuance of this evil, which now so threatens our welfare. 

"Tho bonded debt of tho city, Doc. .31, 1881, was as follows : 

" School -house loan, 1871 $30,000.00 

Water loan, 1878 .30,000.00 

Brockton water loan, 1879 120,000.00 

Brockton i^nter loan, 1880 50,000.00 

Totol $236,000.00 

"Of the water loan of 1880, about $10,000 remains anex- 
|)ended. Considering the demnnd which a rapid growth like 
ours makes upon the treasury for the construction of water- 
works, for the building of new roads, and the widening and im- 
proving of the old, for the su]>port and improvement of a fire 
department, for the building of new school-houses, and the 
many other expensive luxuries which a city implies, we ought 
to congratulate ourselves that onr burden of debt is so light, 
and yet it ought not now to be increased unless urgent neoessity 
requires. 

" In conclusion, I congratulate you that our business interests 
have l>eon prospered tlie )iast year, that in substantial growth 
the past has far exceeded that of any previoas year in our his- 



tory. Go in whatever direction you will, ooey and oomfortable 
dwellings and businoss straotures are to be seen in prooen of 
erection. Many have thus provided themselves with homes the 
past year, and donbtless many more will find homes and em- 
ployment within our borders daring the year to oome. And 
now that the horison of our city's future is clearing of the smoke 
of tho reoent municipal campaign, do we notdiseover rising oe- 
fore us interests against which those of party weigh as nothing ; 
i nterests which are dear alike to every oititen of Brockton 7 And 
does not the outlook reveal to you the necessity for harmony in 
council, seal for tho promotion of whatever is best oalculated to 
SROuru and advance the welfare of all its citizens, for economy 
in expenditure, and fidelity to true business principles in the 
management of its business affairs? Gentlemen of the City 
Council, to your hands do the people of this city ' commit this 
trust.' " 

After tlic conclusion of his address, tho mayor, in 
a lew fitting words, introduced Governor Long, who 
was greeted with enthusiastic applause, and said, — 

GOVERNOR LONG'S ADDRESS. 

" T 8hould think it fitting for the governor of Massachusetts 
to be present in any case when a part of one of her ancient 
towns takes on the form of a city. But to-day I come not 
murnly in an oOicial cajiacity, representing the oommonwealth, 
but as an Old Cidony descendant, and a resident of Plymouth 
County, to witness the inauguration of the first mayor elected 
within her borders. It is an event which, transfonning your 
town into a city of 15,000 inhabitants, with a valuation of 
nearly $7,000,000, marks the rapid growth and the centring of 
great manufacturing and business interests. It is a oaoie at 
once of pride and of solicitude— pride in the swift progreii of 
wiiinh it is a mark, and solicitude for the welfare of those whom 
it will horoarior ooncorn. A city is not a result: It Is simply a 
moauH, — the inonns by which the oonvenienco of its oitisens, no 
longer promoted by the old forms, seeks now ones. For the 
town-nieoting, in which every voter has a voice, it substitutes 
a system of representation, and removes the administration of 
affairs one step further from the people. Its risks are those of 
less economy, and the tendency to let the public interest drift oat 
of the ]>ublio scrutiny into tho hands of selfish combinations. I 
congratulate yon, Mr. Mayor, my former associate in the House 
of Representatives, upon the great honor of being the first to 
hold the office, which you owe to your integrity and high char- 
acter, and which has just been so gracefully transferred to yon 
by the chairman of the retiring board of selectmen : and I oon- 
gratulate tho city of Brockton upon stariing with so exeellont 
a government in all its branches. But the history of all cities 
warns us that the time is almost certain to come in fntare years 
when, with the attention of your oititens withdrawn from pablio 
affairs, they will wake to find thomselvee afllictod with the fame 
evils that have befallen their older sisters. There will then be 
overturn and renewed popular interest and added tafeguards, 
anil all will of course bo well again. All progress and perfeot- 
ing come from discipline. Meantime, however, let tho leesont 
of other municipalities warn us of the neoessity of oonstaat 
vigilance, of prudenee in expenditure, of holding oflioials to 
sharp aocountability, and of sustaining them when they assume 
the responsibility and do right in spite of all obstacles, of fear- 
less indejtendenee in city affairs, of electing only true men, and 
of the application of business prinoiples. Then shall we have 
the full benefit of tho advantages of the city system,— the 
growth, the activity, the generous abundance, the wholesome 
amusements, tho literary culture, the schools, the ohurohes, tho 
halls, the oharities, the great life of a great, well-governed, and 
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wtll-goTerning body of people. Tbon shall bo bo worthy of iho 
Old Colony, worthy of our aooient Plynouth County, worthy of 
Ita oonmon wealth, worthy of frend oM Bridgewater, a town 
amarpaMod in the worth of Its ftoek of men, in the ebaraeter 
of ita people, in the oontribationi It bae made to erery depart- 
ment of the intelligent progreii of Maaiaohnietts. In this 
hope, and with the moot oordial intereft in this oeeiuion, and in 
tlio opening fatnre of the now nity of lirockton, I bring to it 
and to you and ita eitixena, for the coromonwealth and myaelf, a 
happy New Year, and many a happy New Year following this." 

The mayor then introduced Bradford Kingman, 
Esq., the hiatorian, who had prepared an elaborate 
account of the town from ita first settlement, contain- 
ing much new and interesting material concerning the 
growth and prosperity of the old town of Bridgewater, 
showing its relations to the " Old Colony of Plymouth," 
but owing to sudden illness was unable to proceed with 
his address. 

Hon. Matthew H. Cushing, of Middleboro', mem- 
ber of the Executive Council, was introduced, and 
made an extremely happy and pleasant speech. He 
said he took great pleasure in being present at the 
first inauguration ceremonies of the oldest city in 
Plymouth County, though the youngest in the com- 
monwealth, and he extended the heartiest congratu- 
lations of hiniHclf and his (own. lie was glad the 
town had not hastened to put olF the childish gar- 
ments of town government and assume the dignities 
of a city. He loved the old town-meeting, which 
had fitly been termed the poor man's congress, in 
which he could vote as liberal a supply for the educa- 
tion of his children as the man who pays the largest 
taxes. He was glad the town had allowed itself to 
develop till it had grown too populous for the town 
system, and was obliged to take on the larger form of 
government. He compared Brockton with Southern 
towns, where abundant water privileges were running 
to waste, while in Brockton the people not only used 
all their water, but most of it to make steam, and he 
believed their water board had urged them not to use 
too much of it as a beverage I This, however, ho 
understood to be a matter of economy. He com- 
pared the growth of Brockton with that of Middle- 
boro*, and repeated that Middleboro' sends to Brock- 
ton her kindliest greotingH. 

The band played a lively galop, and before it was 
finished Congressman Harris came in, and was greeted 
with applause. As soon as the music was ended, 
Hon. Benjamin W. Harris, member of Congress, was 
then introduced by Mayor Keith, and said he had 
not come to make a speech, and if he had he couldn't 
very well, as he had just driven over in the cold from 
East Bridgewater, and had not fully thawed out. He 
oongratulatcd the now city on her present prosperity 



and future prospects, and said that she had a right to 
be proud, but wo on the borders must not be ignored. 
Wo were a part of the same ancient Bridgewater. 
Only as long ago as 1700 Brockton had not an 
inhabitant in her territory. She settled her first 
minister in 1780, over a congregation of twenty-five 
members. He did not want to imply that Brocktuu 
was not entitled to honor, but to show that while be- 
hind at the start, she was ahead of all her sister towns 
at the present time. All are proud of it. lie al- 
luded to the slow increase of population up to 180(1, 
and showed how it had increased with rapid strides, 
till in 1880 it had reached thirteen thousand six 
hundred and eight, and was now Ood knows how 
many. It was like a city rising out of Uie dust, and 
few towns even in the West have had an equal 
growth in ten years. He liegged the citizens uf 
Brockton in their just pride not to forget those who 
are of kin and participate in the benefits of their 
progress. He told them that, having thrown off the 
form by which every individual participated in the 
government, they had reached a point where they 
could exercise a p<iwer and control over municipal 
affairs no less iinfiortant, and even more ni.s)M)nsiblo. 
ITc rcfurrod to the prt»H|H!ril.y uf the nation, ami hai«l 
there were a thousand municipalities rising as great 
and happy as Brockton in the general prosperity. 
The country was at peace, and had no army, no navy, 
— if we need one. He had a notion that when we 
put the navy on wheels we should bring it to Brock- 
ton, where everything on wheels goes well. He con- 
tinued for some time, finally exhorting the people to 
be always what they are to-day, — happy, rich, pros- 
perous; he knew that they would be distinguished 
for education, refinement, and intelligence, and that 
they would continue in the future as they have been 
in the past, a law-abiding, country-loving people. 

The mayor then announced thi^t the inviteil guesU 
would be served to a collation in the theatre building 
at twelve o'clock, and the large audience dispersed to 
music by the band. The collation, which was served 
up in McLeod's best style, was partaken of by about 
sixty of the invited guests, including Congressman 
Harris and others, and was an extremely enjoyable 
affair. 

ACT TO BSTABLI8II TilK CITY OF BROCKTON. 
lit ii emtvtedf dre.f a« /olt<no§ : 

Skct. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Brockton shall con- 
tinue to bo a body {lolitio and eorporuto under the name of the 
City of Brockton, and as such shall havo, oxeroim), and enjoy 
all tho rights, iuiuunilios, powers, and privileges, and shall l>e 
subject to all the duties and obligations, now inourolient upon 
and |M)rtaining to tho said town tM a uiunioipal curptmUiun. 

Skct. 2. Tho administration of all the lisoal, prudential, and 
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iininiciptil iifTnirfl of tlio nn'ul oily, with llic i^ovoriimont ilioroof, 
simll bo vcctotl in ono ofltccr, etylcil tbo mayor, ono council of 
seven to be called the bo»rd of aldermen, and one council of 
twenty-one to be called the common council, wliich boards, in 
tboir joint capacity, Hiall bo denominated the city council; and 
tfin mciiihrrR thereof ^hall be nworn to the faithful porfonnnnoe 
of their rcMpcctivo duties. A majority of each hoard shall con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and no mem- 
ber of either board shall reccivoany compensation for his services. 

Skct. 3. The election of city and ward officers shall take place 
on the Tufsdny next after the first Monday of December of each 
year; and the municipal year shall begin on the first Monday 
of January following. 

Srct. 4. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of said town, 
as soon as may bo after the passage of this act and its aoeopt- 
anco ns herein prnvide<1, to divide said town into seven wanls, 
so that they shall contain, as nearly as may bo consistent with 
well dofiucil limits to each ward, an equal number of voters in 
onch ward, wliinh flivisioH umy bo revincd by the oity council 
within four years from the passage hereof. The oily council 
may, in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-flve and in every 
fifth year thereafter, make a now division of said wards, so that 
they shall contain, as nearly as may be consistent with well de- 
fined limits to each ward, an equal number of voters in each 
ward, aiH^ording to the census to be taken in the months of May 
or June in said years. 

Sr.(T. 5. On the Tuesday next after the first Monday of De- 
oorober, nnnually, there shall be elected by ballot, in each of 
said wards, a warden, olork, nnd three inspectors of elections, 
who shall bo difl'erent persons, residents in the ward, who shall 
hold their ofliocs one year, and until others are cho!<en and quali- 
fied in their stead. Said wardens shall preside at all ward 
meetings with the power of moderators in town meetings, and 
if at any meeting the warden is not present the clerk shall pre- 
side nuiil a wiirdon pro tmifwrf is elected by ballot; if both 
the wnrden and olork aro absent, the senior in age of the in- 
iqtectors present shall preside until a warden pro tempore is 
ele<!tei1 ; and if all said ofiicors aro ahsont any legnl voter in 
said ward may preside until a warden pro tempore is elected. 
When any ward oHicor is absent, or neglects to perform his duty, 
bis office shall be filled pro tempore. The clerk shall record all 
the proceedings and certify the votes, and deliver to bis succes- 
sor in office all such records and journals, together with all other 
documents and papers held by him in his said capacity. Tho 
itispeetois shall nssist tho warden in receiving, assorting, and 
counting the votes. All said offioors shall bo sworn to a faith- 
ful discharge of their duties; said oath to be administered l»y 
the clerk lo tho warden, and by tho warden to the olork, and to 
tho inspectors, or to either of said officers by any justice of tho 
peace; a certificate of such oath shall be made by the clerk 
u|>on the wanl records. All warrants for meetings of tho oiti- 
Rons for municipal purposes shall bo issued by the mayor and 
aldermen, nnd shall bo in such form, and servod and returned 
in such manner and at such times as the oity council shall di- 
rei't. The compensation of the ward officers shall bo fixed by 
concurrent vote of the city council. 

8K(rr. 6. The mayor and aldermen are authorized, when no 
eonvenient ward room for holding ward meetings of the oitisens 
of either of the wards of the oily can be had within the terri- 
torlal limits of such wnrd, to nppoint and direct, in the warrants 
for calling the ward meetings of snob wards, the said meetings 
to be held in some convenient and proximate place within the 
limits of tiiiy other of the wards of said city ; and for snob pur- 
|H)ses the place so assigned for the meeting of suob ward shall 
be d<H«mcd and taken to be included In and part of said wanl, 
as though the snmo was within the territorial limits thereof. 
47 



Skit. 7. Tho mayor shall bo olcoUxl by and from tho qualified 
voters of the oity at large, voting in their respeotive wards, and 
shall hold his offiee for the munioipal year next following his 
eleotion, and until another shall bo elected and qualified in his 
plaoe. 

Skct. 8. One aldermnn and throe eommon eoaneilraen shall 
be elected by and from the voters of eaeh ward, and shall at tho 
time of their election be residents of the wards respootively in 
whioh they are elected; they shall hold their ofiioes for the 
municipal year next following their election, and until a ma- 
jority of tho new board shall bo olectod and qualified in their 
places. 

Sect. 9. On the Tuesday next after tho first Monday of De- 
oember, annually, the qualified voters in the seyeral wards shall 
give in their votes by ballot for mayor, aldermen and common 
oounoilmon, in aocordanoo with the provisions of this not, and 
all the votes so given shall be assorted, counted, declared and 
recorded in open ward meeting, by causing the names of per- 
sons voted for, and tho number givon for each, to bo written 
in the ward record at length. The olork of the ward, within 
twenty-four hours thereafter, shall deliver to the persons olootod 
members of the common council certificates of their eleotion, 
respectively, signed by the warden and olork and a majority 
of the inspeotors of elections, and shall deliver to the oity olork 
a copy of the roconl of such elections, certified in like manner : 
provided^ however, that if the eboice of members of the common 
council shall not bo efi'ected on that day in any ward, the meet- 
ing in such a ward may be adjourned from time to time to com- 
plete such election. Tho board of aldermen shall within ten 
days thereafter examine the copies of tho records of the several 
wards certified as aforesaid, and shall cause tho person who 
shall have been elected mayor to be notified in writing of his 
election ; but if it shall appear that there is no choice, or if the 
person elected shall refuse to nccopt the office, the board shall 
issue warrants for a new election, and the same proceedings 
shall be had in all respects as aro herein before provided for 
the election of mayor, and from time to timo shall be repeated 
until a mnyor shnll be elected and shall aoccpt said offiee. In 
case of tho decease, resignation or absenoe of the mayor, or of 
his inability to perform the duties of his office, it shall be tho 
duty of the board of aldermen and oommon ooonoil, respoot- 
ively, by vote, to declare that a vacancy exists, and the cause 
thereof; and thereupon the two boards shall meet in conven- 
tion and elect a mayor to fill such vacancy ; and the mayor thus 
oleetod shall hold his offiee until tho inability causing such 
vacancy shall be removed, or until a now election. Bach alder- 
man shall be notified in writing of his eleotion by tho ma^'or 
and aldermen for tho time being. The oath prosoribod by this 
act shall be administered to the mayor by the city clerk, or by 
any justice of tbc peace. The aldermen and common council- 
men eleet shall on tho first Monday of January, at ton o'clock 
in tho forenoon, meet in eonvention, when the oath required 
by this act shall be administered to the members of the two 
boards present, by the mayor, or by any justice of tho poaoe, 
and the ocrtiflcato of such oath having boon taken shall bo en- 
tered on the journal of tho mayor and aldermen and of the oom- 
mon eouncil by their respeotive elerks. And whenever it shall 
appear that a mayor has not been elected previous to the first 
Monday of January aforesaid, tho mayor and aldermen for the 
time being shall make a record of that faot, an attested copy of 
which the city« clerk shall read at the opening of the eonven- 
tion to l>o hold as aforesaid. After tho oath has boon adminis- 
tered as aforesaid, the two boanls shall separate, and the eom- 
mon eouncil shall bo organised by tlieohoioe of a president and 
elerk, to ludd their offices respootively during the pleasure of 
the eommon council, the clerk to be under oath faithfully to 
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perform the dnties of his laid ofRoe, and his oomponsaiiun shall 
be flzeil by oooourrent vole of thu city oouncil. In oiM^e of the 
abeenoe of the mayor eleot on the flrat Monday of January, or 
if the mayor shall not then have been oleoted, the oity eounell 
shall organise itself in the manner herein before provided, and 
may proeeed to business in the same manner, as if the mayor 
was present; and the oath of ofllce may, at any time thereafter, 
in eonrention of the two boards, be administered to the mayor 
and any mmnber of the oity conncil who may have been absent 
at the organization. The board of aldermen may«ohoose a 
president who shall preside at all meetings of the board and in 
joint oonvention of the city oounuil in tlieabsonoe of the mayor. 
Each board shall keep a reoord of its proceedings and judge of 
the election of its own members; and in ease of failure of eleo- 
tion, or in case of vacancy doclarod by either board, the mayor 
and aldermen shall issue their warrant for a new election. 

Sbot. 10. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the 
eity. He shall enforce the laws and regulations of the oity, and 
have a general supervision of all the subordinate officers. And 
be may, whenever in his opinion the public good may require, 
remove, with the consent of the appointing power, except as 
provided in section twelve, any officer over whose appointment 
he hai«, in accordance with the prnvisions of this charter, exer- 
cised the power of nomination. He may call special meetings 
of the boards of aldermen and common council, or either of 
them, when in his opinion the intoreHts of tlie city require it, 
by causing notice to be left at the usual place of residence of 
each meml>er of thu board or boards to bo convened. He shall, 
Arom time to time, communicate to Ixitli boards such informa- 
tion and recommend such measures as the business and inter- 
ests of the city may in his opinion require. He shall preside 
in the board of aldermen, and in convention of the two boards. 
His salary for the first five years, under this charter, shall be 
fixed by the oity oouncil, but shall not exceed the sum of five 
hundred dollars per annum. Afterwards it shall be fixed by 
the concurrent vote of the city council. It shall be payable at 
stated periods, but shall not at any time be increased or dimin- 
ished during the year for which he is chosen. He shall receive 
no other oompensation. 

Sbot. 11. Every ordinance, order, resolution or vote to which 
thu oonourrcnoe of the board of nldormon and of the common 
oouncil may be necessary, except on a question of a convention 
of the two branches or the election of an officer, and every order 
of either branch of the eity council involving the expenditure 
of' money, shall be presented to the mayor. If he approves 
thereof he shall signify his approval by signing the sitiue; but 
if ho does not a^iprove thereof, he shall return the ordinance, 
order, resolution ur vote, with his ohjuotions In writing, to the 
branch of the oity oouncil in which it orlgiuatu^l. Such hraiioh 
shall enter the objections of the mayor at large on its records, 
and proceed to reoonsider said ordinance, order, resolution or 
vote; and if, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that 
branch, present and voting, notwithstanding such objections, 
agree to pass such ordinance, order, resolution or vote, it shall, 
together with the objections of the mayor, be sent to the other 
branch of the city council, if it originally required concurrent 
action, where it shall also be reconsidered ; and if approved by 
two-thirds of the members present and voting, it shall be in 
force; but in all cases the vote shall be determined by yeas and 
nays; and if sueh ordinanoe, order, resolution or vote is not re- 
turned by the mayor within ten days after it. has been pre- 
sented to him, the same shall be in force. 

Sbct. 12. The executive power of said oity generally and the 
administration, with all the powers herelofure vested in the 
selectmen of Brockton, shall be vested in and may be exercised 
by the mayor and aldermen as fully as if the same were herein 



speeially enumerated. The mayor and aldennon shall have 
full and oxelusive |iowor to ap|>oint a eonntublu ur ooiisluhhui, 
and a city marshal and assiiitanttf, with the )Miw(*rs and ilutitM 
of constables, and all other fiolioo uflioers, any of whom tlio 
mayor may remove, and fill the vaoauoy or vaeancien su matlo, 
by appointment; bat at the next meeting of the k>oard of alder- 
men he shall nominate as provided in this aoi. And the mayor 
and aldermen may require any person, who may l>e appointed 
marshal or oonstablo of the eity, to give bunds for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of the office, with sueh security and to 
sueh amount as they may deem reasonable and pro)>er, njion 
which bonds the like proooedings and reiuedivs may be had as 
are by law provided in case of ooustables' bonds, taken by the 
selectmen of towns. The oompensation of the |»olico and other 
sulNirdinate offieers shall be fixed by concurrent vote of the city 
council. 

Sect. IS. In all cases in which appointments are directed to 
be made by the mayor or aldermen, the mayor shall have the 
exclusive power of nomination, being subject howuver to con- 
firmation or rejection by the board of aldermen ; but if a per- 
fOn so nominated shall be rojoctod, the mayor mIimII uiitku an- 
other nomination within one month from the time of such 
rejection. No person shall be eligible by appointment or elec- 
tion to any office of emolument the salary of which is payable 
out of the eity treasury, who, at the time of such appoinluicnt 
or election, shall be a member of the board of aldermen or of 
the common council. All sittings of the mayor and aldermen, 
of the uotnmon council and of the city oouncil, shall be publio 
when they are not engaged in executive bu»inuiis. 

Srct. 14. The city council shall annually, as soon after their 
organisation as may be oonvenieni, elect by joint ballot, in con- 
vention, a city clerk, treaiturur, eollvetur of taxcp, one or more 
superintendents of streets, eity solicitor, oity physician, and eity 
auditor, who shall hold their offices respectively for the term of 
one year, and until their successors shall l>e chosen and quali- 
fied; provitledf however, that either of the officers nsmed in 
this section may be removed at any time by the city council for 
sufficient cause. Vacancies occurring in the above named offi- 
ces may be filled by joint ballot of the oity oouncil at any time. 
The coui|>ensation of the oiliucrs mentioned in this tK}otiuu shall 
be lixod by wmourrent vote of the city oouncil. 

Skct. 15. The eity clurk shall bu sworn to the faithful dia- 
charge of the duties of his offiee. He shall have charge of all 
journals, records, papers, and documents of the oity, sign all 
warrants issued by the mayor and aldermen, and tlo such other 
acts in his vaid eapaoity as the oity council may lawfully and 
roiisonably re((uire of hiui ; and shall dolivur all journals, reo- 
onls, papers and doeumuntN, and other tliingn intruntrd to him 
as city clerk, to his suucusmir in office. Ilu sliull aUo purfurui 
all the duties and exeruise all thu powers by law incumbent 
upon or vested in clerks of towns of this Commonwealth. He 
shall be clerk of the board of aldermen ; shall attend said board 
when the same is in session, and keep a journal of its acts, votes, 
and proceedings; also of the city council when in oonvention. 
He shall engross all the ordinamtes passed by thu city council 
in a book provided for that purpose, and shall a<ld pn»|H:r in- 
dexes, which book shall be deemed a public record of such ordi- 
nances; and he shall perform such othor duties as shall l>e pre- 
scribed by the board of aldermen. In ease of the temporary 
absence of the city clerk, the mayor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the k>oard of aldermen, may appoint a clerk pro 
tewporef who shall be duly qualiflcil. 

SKc*r. 10. The board of overseers of the poor in the eity of 
Brockton shall consist of throe monibors, residents of the city, 
and of the mayor and oity mar^liul who sliitll be ex ujfiviu mem- 
bers of the board. The mayor shall bo ex ttjffioio chairman of 
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Hio l>oard. Thn clljr cniinnil gliall oloct hy fnint bnllotf in con- 
rentioti, niv soon nflor their organisation nn may bo oonvonlont, 
three persons to bo members of the board oT overseers of the 
poor, one for one year, one for two years, and one for three 
years ; and thereafter the city council shall annually, as soon 
after their orgnnlxation as may bo convenient, olrot in the same 
manner one person to hold oflice for the term of three years. 
But no more than one of the three mombors so to bo e1cotc<l 
shnll 1)0 eligible from any one ward of said city. Vacnnoics oc- 
curring in the board may be flilod by joint ballot of the city 
council at any time, the members so o1ecte<l to hold oflioo only 
for the unexpired term of the member who has ceased to hold 
ollice. The city council may at any time remove members of 
said board from oflice for cause. The board shall be organised 
annually on the third Monday in January. The eomponsatlon 
of the overseers of the poor shall bo fixed by concurrent vote of 
the city council. 

Skct. it. Thn city council elected in December, in the year 
tightoon luindrtHi and eighty-one, shall, as soon after thoir or- 
ganisation as may bo convenient, elect by Joint ballot in con- 
vention tiireo persons to be assessors of taxes, one for three 
years, one for two years, and one for one year ; and thereafter 
the city council shall annually, as soon after their organisation 
as may be oonvenient, elect in the same manner one person who 
shall hold his office for the term of three years next ensuing, and 
until another shall he elected and qualified in his stead. The 
persons so elected shall constitute the board of assessors, and 
shall exerctfte the powers and be subject to the liabilities and 
duties of aj^srssors in towns. Vticancies oct^urring in the board 
may be filled by joint ballot of the city council at any time, the 
members so elected to hold oflice only for the unexpired term 
of the member who had censed to hold office. All taxes shall 
be assessed, apportioned, and collected in the manner pre- 
scribed by the general Inws of the Commonwealth: provided f 
Ao»*»ri'rr, that the city counnil may establish further or addi- 
llonal provisions for the cdilcrtion thereof. The coiiipeuRation 
of the asKcsHors shall bo fixed by c«>n current vote of the city 
council. 

SKtrr. 18. The ([ualificd voters of ench ward, at their respect- 
ive annual ward meetings for the choice of officers, shall elect by 
ballot one person in each ward, who shall be a resident of said 
ward, to be an assistant assessor ; and it shall be the duty of the 
persons so chosen to furnish the assessors with all necessary in- 
formtition relative to persons and property taxable in their re- 
spective wants ; and they shall he sworn to the faithful perform- 
ance of their duty. Their com])en8al ion shall bo fixed by con- 
current vote of tho city council. 

8K(rr. 10. The city council electetl in December in the year 
otic thousand eight hundred and eighty-one, shall, as soon after 
their organisation as may be convenient, elect by joint ballot 
in convention three persons to act as water commissioners, one 
for throe years, one for two years, and one for one year; and 
theroaflcr tho city council shall annually, as soon after their or- 
ganisation as may be convenient, elect in tho same manner one 
person who shall hold his office for the term of three years next 
«nsuing, and until another shall be eloctod and qualified in his 
stead. Vacancies occurring in the commission may be filled by 
joint ballot of the city council at any time. Tho city council 
may at any time remove any member of said commission from 
office for cause. The compensation of the water eommissiooors 
shall be fixed by concurrent vote of the city counoil. 

SKiT. 20. The city council may establish a fire deparimont 
for said city, to consist of a chief engineer, and of as many as- 
sistant engineers, engine-men, hose-men, hook-and-laddor-mon 
and assistants, as the city council by ordinance shall from time to 
lime prescribe; and said oouneil shall have authority to fix tho 



time of their appointment and tho term of their sonrioe, to define 
their office and duties, and in general to make snoh rogulaUom 
ooneerning the pay, conduct, and goVcrnmont of suoh depart- 
ment, the management of fires, and the conduct of persons at- 
tending fires, as thoy may deem expedient, and may fix suob 
penalties for any violation of suoh regulations, or any of themi 
as are provided for the breaoh of the ordinances of said oity. 
The ap)K>intment of all tho officers and members of such depart- 
ment shall bo vested in the mayor and aldermen oxelusiToly, 
who shall also have authority to remove from office any officer 
or member, for cause, in their discretion. The engineert so ap- 
polntoil shall he the fire wards of the city, but the mayor and al- 
dermen may appoint additional fire wards. The compensation 
of the department shall be fixed by concurrent vote of the oity 
council. 

Skct. 21. The city council shall, in such manner as they shall 
determine, elect or appoint all other 'subordinate offieerSi for 
wlio<io election or appointment other provisions aro not herein 
mnde, dcline their duties and fix their oomponsation. 

Shtt. 22. Tho qualified voters of the oity, voting in their re- 
spective wards, shall on the Tuesday next after the first Monday 
of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty -one, elect by ballot, nine persons to be meml>ers of the 
school committee, three to be chosen for three years, three for 
two years, and three for one year from the first Monday in Jan- 
uary, in the year one thousand eight hundfed and eighty-two ; 
and thereafter three persons shall be chosen at eaoh annual 
meeting, for the term of three years from the first Monday of 
January next ensuing, and the persons bo chosen shall, with 
the mayor, constitute the school committee, and have the oare 
and superintendence of the public schools. The mayor shall be 
ex ojfficio chairman of the board, and all the rights and obliga- 
tions of the town of Brockton in relation to the grant and ap- 
propriation of money to tho support of the sobools, and the 
speciul )>owors and authority heretofore oonferreil by law upon 
the inhnbitants of snid town, to niiso money for the support of 
schools therein, shall bo merged in tho powers and obligations 
of the city, to bo exercised in the same manner as over other 
subjects of taxation ; and all grants and appropriations of money 
for the support of schools, and the erection and repair of lehool- 
houses in said city, shall be made by the eity counoil in the 
same manner as grants and appropriations are made for other 
city purposes. Vacancies occurring in the board may be filled 
by the joint ballot of the city council and sohool committee, in 
convention, tho members so oboson to hold office only for the 
remainder of tho municipal year. 

8bot. 23. Should there fail to be a ohoiee of members of the 
school committee or assistant assessors on the day of the annual 
ward meeting, the meeting shall be aeiyourned from time to 
time until the election shall be completed. 

Setrr. 24. All city and ward officers shall bo held to discbarge 
the dutins of the offices to which thoy have boon reepootively 
elected, notwithstanding their removal after their election out of 
their respective wards into any other wards of the oity ; but a 
permanent residence out of the oity shall oause a racanoy to 
exist in the offices to which they were elected. 

Skct. 25. The eity counoil shall take oare that no money shall 
be paid from the treasury unless granted or appropriated, and 
shall secure a just and proper accountability by requiring bondi, 
with sufficient penalties and sureties, from all persons intrusted 
with the receipt, oustody, or disbursement of money. They 
shall have tho care and superintendence of the city buildings 
and the custody and management of all oity property, with 
power to let or to sell what may legally bo let or sold, and to pur- 
chase property, real or personal, in the name and for the use of 
the oity, whenever its interests or oonvenienoe may, in their 
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jmAfpmtmt, r«|«fr« iL And tb«j tkmll, m ofUii m o«c« • ji 

to h% pablbiMd, for Um mm of tbo inbabibuiU, » fjariionlMr 
int of Iko roeoipU Mid •xpooJilurw »o«l a aebeJiilo of oily 
proportj ft»(l of tbo ettj dobla. 

Sscr. 36. Tbo eitj ooaoeil »h»ll kutm tbo •»««• |M»wert in reia- 
tloa to tbo bijrfns oat» •crcfilMMO, olloriai^ or diaeuDtiBMBS of 
•tfocts Mid vftjfy ood tbo intMioot of damoges, wbieb seloei- 
■«■ uid inbabitaDtf of toviu now bavo bj biw, all petitions 
aad qscstioM robUiag to tbo umbo, bowerM*, being first aeted 
oa by tbo major and aldermeB. Aaj person aggriered by any 
proeeediogs of tbo major snd akleniien, or oi tbo eitj eooneil, 
•ndcr tbis prorision, sball bavo all tbe rights and pririleges 
sow allowed in appeals from tbe decisions uf selectmen or tbo 
inbabitauts of towns. No street or waj shall hereafter bo 
opened in tbe eitj of Brockton over anj private land bj tbe 
owners thereof, and dedicated to and permitted to l>e <ise«l bj 
tbe public, of a less width than furtj feet, except with the con- 
sent oi said major and aldermen in writing, first had and ob- 
tained for that purpose. 

8£CT. 27. Tbe eitj council maj make ordinances, with suit- 
able penalties, for tho Inspociion and Nnrvoj, mcaMuremeiit Hnd 
sale of lumber, wood, haj, coal, and hark, hruught into or ex- 
posed in tbe eitj fur sale, and shall have the same powers as 
tbe town had in reference to the sus|*ensiun of the laws fur the 
protection and preservation of useful birds, and of all other 
laws, the operation or suspension of which is subject to the 
action of tbe towns thereon. The citj council maj also make 
all such salntarj and needful bj-l»ws us tuwns, hj the lawn of 
this Commonwealth, have |K>wcr to iiiuku and e«t4hliMli, niid to 
annex penalties, not exceeding twenty dollars, for the breach 
thereof, which bj-lnws sball take ofleut and be in force froiii and 
after tbe time therein respectivolj limited : proviJct/, hutower, 
that all laws and regulations in force In the town of Drocktnn 
sball, until tbej expire bj their own limitation, or are revisoil 
or repealed bj the oitj council, remain in force, and all fines 
and forfeitures for the breach of anj bj-law or ordinance sball 
be paid Into the oit j treasurj. 

Sicr. 28. All elections of national, state, conntj, and district 
offlceri, who are voted for bj the people, sball l>c held at meet- 
ings of the citizens qualified to vote at such eleotiomi, in their 
respoetive wards, at tho time fixed bj law for these elections 
respectivclj. 

Sbct. 2tf. Fifteen dajs prior to every election, tbe major and 
aldermen shall make out lists of all the citizens of each ward 
ijualiAod to vote in such uleotions, in the manner in which so- 
lectmen of towns are retpiired to make out lists of voters, and 
for that pnrposo they shall have full accoss to tho ttSM4»tt«ors' 
hooks and lists, and uru «m|>oworcd Ut eitll for llio oHNislaiicn of 
thu assessors, assistant assessors, and other city oflicerH, and 
they shall deliver tbo lists so prepared and oorroctod to the 
clerks of the several wards, to be uved at such elections, and no 
person shall be entitled to vote whoso name is not borne on such 
list. A list of the voters in each ward shall he posted in one 
or more public places in each ward. 

SacT. MO. All power and nulhoritj now vested by law in tho 
board of health of the town of llrockton, or the selectmen 
thereof, shall be transferred to and vested in a board of health 
to be appointed by the mayor and aldermen, as provided in 
chapter one hundred and thirty-three of tho acts of tho year 
eighteen hundred and soventy-sovon, who shall have nnd exer- 
cise all the powers ami duties therein granted. 

Skot. 31. The power and authority vested in said town of 
Brockton by chapter one hundred and twenty-four of the nets 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, entitled " An 
Act to supply the town of Brockton with pure water," and by 
tbe vote of said town accepted, in tooordaneo with tho pro. 



of aabl act, sluUI eoBtiaae in Iwcvr. The pavers Ihcrcky 
Miferred shall be oxervised by tbe city coaacil. 
Hk4T. 32. Ueaeral Meetings of tbe citiums i|Mali6nl ta vuio 
ty from time to time be bcid to euasalt upon tbe pablie good, 
to iastniei their rcprvwuativcs, and ta take all lawfal mc«b» 
to obtain redrcM for any grievaaees, aeaordiag to tbe right s«> 
evred to tbo people by tbe eoostitation of tbb ComoMmvealth, 
aad saeb meetings may and sball be doly warned by tbe Mayor 
ami aMenaen, upon tbe rcqaest in writing, setting forth the 
pnrpoees thereof, of fifty qnalificd voters. 

Sacr. 3.^. AH acts and |iarU of acts inconsistent with this act 
are hereby repealed : pruriUetl, htmcwxr, that the rr|*cal of tbe 
said acts shall not afcet any aet done, nor any ri;;ht at^niiu;; 
or aocruoti or eHlaldisbcd, nor any i^uit or pruccoiiin;; bad ur 
commenced in any civil case, before tbe time when such repeatl 
sball take effect ; and that no offense commiltod,and no penalty 
or forfeiture incurred, under any act hereby rcfiealcti, and be- 
fore the time when such repeal sball takeelfcet, sball be affected 
by the re)ieal ; and that no suit or prosecution pending at the 
time of the said re]ieal for any oflTense committed, or for the 
rtHMtvery of any iienalty or forfeiture inciirnul under joid ael^, 
shall be aflocled by such refieal ; and yrarvUd, utw, that all 
persiins who, at the time of said repeal taking effect, shall bold 
any office under the said acts shall continue to hold the same 
until the organization of the city government contemplated bj 
this charter shall be effected completely. 

Skct. 34. For the purpose of organising the system of gov- 
ernment hereby establislieil, and putting; tho same in operation 
in tho fiml instanm^ thn M'letdnien of the town of llr«H*kt«»n, for 
the time being, shall issue their warrants seven days at least 
prcviuus to the Tuc^lay next afler first Monday of hettuiihor 
of the present jear, calling meetings of the citizens uf each 
ward on that day, at such place and hour as they may deem 
expedient, for the purpose of choosing a warden, elork, and in- 
spectors of each ward, and all other officers whose election is 
provided for in tho preceding sections of this act; and the 
transcript of the records in each wanl, specifying the votoe 
given for the several oflicors aforesaid, certified by the wanlen 
and clerk of tbe ward at said first meeting, shall be returnoil to 
said selectmen, wbtMO duty it shall be to examine and compare 
the same; and in case such elections should not ho oumpleloil at 
tho first meeting, then to issue new warnints until snob elec- 
tions shall he completed, and to give notice thereof in manner 
before provided to the several persons elected ; and at said first 
nieoting u list of voters in each ward, prepared an«I corructod 
by the selectmen for tho time being, shall bo delivered to the 
clerk of each ward when elc(;tnd, to he UMcd as herein beforu 
provi«lu<l. After tho elioieu of Iheeily olVhntrH u.s ufore^^aid, or 
a majority of Imtli lioards, the seluetnieii shall np|Hiint a plueu 
for their first mooting, and shall, by written notice left at tho 
place of residence of each member, notify them thorcof. And 
after this first election of city officers, and this first meeting lor 
tho organization of tho city council, according to the provisions 
of section nine of this act, as providoil for in this section, the 
day of holding the annual elections nnd the day and hour for 
the meeting of the oily council for the purpose of orgunitntiou 
shall remain a« provided in said ninth section of this net. It 
shall he the duly of the city council ininiediatcly after the finst 
organization to carry into oiToclthe several provisions of this act. 
Skct. 35. This act shall be void unless the inhabitants of the 
town of Brockton, at a legal meeting caIlo«l for that purpose, to 
be held within one year from the passage of this act, shull, by 
a vote of a majority of the voters present and voting thereon, 
as hereinafter provided, determine to adopt tho sauio. At said 
meeting tho voles shall bo taken by written or prtntotl hallotji, 
and the ptills shall he kept open not loss Hum six hours. The 
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MpcIiikmi plinll ]>r(^ido in said incpling, ninl in rvcvivin;; ntiu\ 
ballots pIiaII u8o ilio cheek -livls in the «auio inannor as ihoy aro 
nsotl in the election of state ofHcers. 

Srct. .Ifi. This act shnll take ofToct n|)on its pASSAgc. [Ap- 
prornf April 9, 1 88 1. J 

The City Seal. — The 804il of the city is circular in 
form, within which is a ring inclosing a shield, on 
which is a representation of " Sncheiu*s Rock," with 
Miles Standish and Massasoit treating for the pur- 
chase of the IJridgewatcrs, and hcneath which rcpro- 
Hontatioii is the inscription, "Sachenrs llock, 101!);** 
across the upper and central portion of the seal, and 
crossing said ring and shield, the words, '^ Educa- 
tion," "Industry," "Progress;" at the top of the 
whole design, and crossing said ring, a keystone- 
hhnpcd osculclKMin hrnring thn di?vice nf a hoe hive ; 
on the right, across said ring, a rccUingular shield on 
which is n*pro.scn(cd the electric light ; and on the 
lefl a similarly-placed and shaped escutcheon with the 
globe for a device ; the upper portion of said ring 
having the inscription, " Settled, 1700," on the left, 
"A Town, 1821;" on the right, and on the lower 
portion of the same, the words, " City of Brockton, 
1881." 

Adopted by the city government July 24, 1882. 

Wards of the City. — The boundaries of the sev- 
eral wards in this city are as follows : 

Ward One. — Beginning in the west line of the 
Old (^)lony Jlnilrond, in the middle of Court Street, 
theiico wtvilorly by the middle of Court Street (o Main 
Street ; thence across Main Street to the middle of 
IMcLsant Street; thence westerly by the middle of 
Pleasant Street to Easton line ; thence southerly by 
the town-line to Torrey Street; thence easterly by 
the middle of Torrey Street and the middle of Bel- 
mont Street to the middle of the northern (<erniinufl 
of Ash Street; thence northerly in a line pnrallel 
with a private way known as Byron Avenue to a 
point intersected by a line drawn from Arlington 
Street westerly through the middle of Elm Street; 
thence easterly from said point by the line so drawn 
and by the middle of West Elm Street and East Elm 
Street (o School Street; thence ciisterly by the mid- 
dle of School Street to the west line of the Old Colony 
Bailrnnfl ; and thence northerly by the west line of 
said railroad to the point of beginning. 

Wnrd Tint, — Beginning in the west line of the 
Old Colony llailroad, in the middle of Lawrence 
Street, thence westerly by the middle of Jjawrence 
Street to Main Street; thence southerly by the mid- 
dle of Main Street to Winthrop Street; thence west- 
erly by the middle of Winthrop Street to Pond Street ; 
thenee westerly to a point in Ash Si.reet forty-two 
rods 8outli(M'ly irom the middle of Belmont Street 



(measuring by the middle of Ash Street) ; thouce 
northerly by the middle of Ash Street to Belmont 
Street ; and thence northerly by a line parallel with a 
private way known as Byron Avenue to a point in- 
tersected by a line drawn from Arlington Street west- 
erly through the middle of Elm Street ; thenco east- 
erly from said point by the line so drawn and by the 
middle of West Elm Street and East Elm Street to 
School Street; thence easterly by the middle of 
School Street to the west lino of the Old Colony llail- 
road ; and thence southerly by the west line of said 
railroad to the point of beginning. 

Ward Three. — Beginning in the middle of Main 
Street at West Bridgewater line, thence northerly by 
the middle of Main Street i*} Winthrop Street; 
thenco westerly by the middle of Winthrop Street to 
Pond Street ; and thence westerly to a point in the 
middle of Ash Street forty-two rods southerly from 
the middle of Belmont Street (measuring by the 
middle of Ash Street) ; thence northerly by the middle 
of Ash Street to Belmont Street ; thonoe westerly by 
the middle of Belmont Street to Torrey Street ; and 
by the middle of Torrey Street to Easton line ; and 
thence southerly by Easton line and easterly by West 
Bridgewater line to the point of beginning. 

Ward Four, — Beginning in West Bridgewater 
line, in the middle of Main Street, thence northerly by 
the iniddl(M)f Main Street to Lawrence Street; thenco 
easterly by the middle of Lawrence Street to Mon- 
telle Street, and across Montello Street in the same 
course to Salisbury lliver; thence southerly by the 
channel of the river to a point due west from the 
middle of the western terminus of Hammond Street ; 
thence due east to the middle of the western terminus 
of Hammond Street; thence easterly by the middle 
of Hammond Street to Thatcher Street; thence south- 
easterly by the middle of Thatcher Street to East 
Bridgewater line ; and thence southerly, westerly, 
northerly, and again westerly, by the town-line to the 
point of beginning. 

Ward Five, — Beginning in the middle of Lawrence 
Street, in the west line of the Old Colony llailroad, 
thence by the west line of said railroad northerly to 
Centre Street ; thenco by the middle of Centre 
Street easterly to the middle of the channel of 
the river; thence northerly by the middle of the 
channel of the river or pond to Court Street ; thence 
easterly by the middle of Court Street to Abington 
line ; thence southerly by the town-line to Thatcher 
Street; thence northwesterly by the middle of 
Thatcher Street to Hammond Street; thence west- 
erly by the middle of Hammond Street to East Street, 
and thence due west to Salisbury lliver; thence 
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Dortherlj by the channel of the rifer to a point inter- 
sected by a line drawn eaMicrly tlironj^h J/awrenoe 
Street ; thence westerly from said point by the line 
80 drawn, and through the middle of Ijawrence 
Street, to the point of beginning. 

Ward Six, — Beginning in the middle of Main 
Street in Stoughton line, thence southerly by the 
middle of Main Street to Court Street ; thence east- 
erly by the middle of Court Street to the west line of 
the Old Colony llailroail ; thence southerly by the 
west line of said railroad to Centre Street ; thence 
easterly by the middle of Centre Street to the middle 
of the channel of the river ; thence northerly by the 
middle of the channel of the river or pond to Court 
Street ; thence by the middle of Court Street easterly 
to Abington lino ; and thence northerly and westerly 
to the |K)int of beginning. 

Ward Seven. — Beginning in the middle of Main 
Street, in Stoughton line, thence southerly by the 
middle of Main Street to Pleasant Street; thence west- 
erly by the middle of Pleasant Street to Eoston line ; 
and thence northerly and easterly by the town-line to 
the point of beginning. 

Passed to be ordained July 24, 1882.. 

OrrY GOVERNMENT AND Oi'FICKUS. 

1882. 
Major, Hon. Ziba 0. Keith. 
Aldormon : Ward 1, Ilonry E. Lincoln; Ward 2, Ilufiis P. 

Kingman ; Ward 8, Qeorgu Ciiurohill; Ward '1, (iourgo E. 

Keith; Ward 6, Ward Thompson; Ward G, Enos II. Hey- 

nolds; Ward 7, Bradford E. Jones. 
City Cleric, De Witt Clinton Packard. 
Common Coanoil: Ward 1, William If. Savage, William H. 

Tobey, Ueorgo M. Copelaud; Ward 2, Sunford Winter, 

William L. Douglas, Isaiah A. Ueals; Ward 3, George L. 

Knapp, Lemuel P. Churchill, Hiram A. Monk; Ward 4, 

Patrick McCarty, Nathan Keith, John A. Howard ; Ward 

6, Martin T. Packard, Blbridge G. Hale, Daniel Connolly ; 

Ward 8, Charles H. Cary, Henry South worth, Elbridge L. 

Brown ; Ward 7, George A. Packard, Augustus T. Jones, 

EdwHrd Cn>ckor. Prusidoiit, Augustus T. Juhom; Clerk, 

Elbridge L. Brown. 
City Treasurer, Henry A. Ford. 
City Solicitor, Jonathan White. 
Auditor, Baalis Sauford. 
Collector of Taxes, William Keith. 
Superintendent of Streets, Henry B. Packard. 
Assessors, William Ilunkin (for three years), Ira Copohvnd (fur 

two years), Noah Chesman (for one year). 
Assistiint Assessors: Ward 1, Franctti B. (hirdncr; Ward 2, 

Thaddous E. GilTord; Ward », David llorvny; Ward 4, 

William A. Thompson; Ward 6, it'aac Kingman; Ward 

6, David Burke; Ward 7, Ellis Brett. 
Overseers of the Poor, Francis B. Gardner (for three years), 

][enry A. Ford (for two years), Isaac Kingman (for one 

year). 
Sohool Committee (Hon. Ziba C. Keith, chairman vx opinio), 

Baalis Sanford, Jonathan Whito, Diivid L. (^uwull (for 

three years), 8. F. Packard, C. F. Copelaud, Mrs. Martha 



J. Farwell (for two yean), Rer. S. L. Heal, Ariliar K. 

KonUriek, T>. W. (\ Paekanl (for o»o year). 
Trustees of the Publio Library, Jonalluui While, Kdwanl 

Parker, Jr., D. W. 0. Packard (for three years), David L. 

Cuwull, Alfred Iaws, Warrou T. (2u|»cbud (for two ytnuv), 

L. W. Puffer, Preston B. Keith, William W. Wilkins (for 

one year). 
Water Commissioners, Walter F. Cieaveland (for three years), 

William W. Cross (for two years), John J. Whipple (for 

one year). 
City Messenger, Rieliard T. Sollis. 
City Physician, Dr. K. A. Dakin. 
Board of Health, Dr. K. A. Dakin, Henry M. Littlcttukl (for 

two years), Francijt B. Uarduur (for one year). 
Feueo Viewers, David Hervey, Hylvauus Paekanl, Charlva S. 

Johnson. 
Inspector of Milk, Henry M. LiUlefiekl. 
Sealer of Weights and Measures, George F. Perkins. 
Surveyors of Lumber, Cephas Soule, Otis C-obb, fsam Mitchell. 
Measurers of Woo«l and Bark, Thaddeus E. Gilford, lloraev 

Jtakor, Istwc Harris, ('liarluH S. JuhiiM*H. 
Engineers of the Fire De|)artment, Davis It. Eldrud, chief; 

Nehemiah 8. Holmee, 1st asst.; Zenas L. Marston, 2d 

asst. ; Henry A. Willis, 3d asst. ; Charles Eaton, 4ib asst. 
City Marshal, Uriah Maeoy. 
Keeper of Lookup, Thomas Drohan. 
Assistant Marshals, Henry M. Littlefield, Ist asst.; Thomaa 

Druliaii, 2d as«L 
Poliotiiiiuu, Peter Davis, Zeuas W. Ijcwis, Hubert W. Smith, 

Audrew Jaukiion (2d). 
OonstiililoM, Aliira S. Porter, Henry S. Porter, Andrew Jack- 
sou (2d). 

1883. 

Mayor, Hon. Henry H. Packard. 

Aldermen : Ward 1, Etlgar E. Dean; Ward 2, Uufus P. Kiug. 
umn; Ward 3, Preston B. Keith; Ward 4, Isaac S. Rmor- 
sou; Ward 5, George G. Snow; Ward 6, Charles F. Por- 
ter; Ward 7, Abbott W. Packard. 

City Clerk, D. W. C. Packard. 

Common Council : Ward 1, Dexter E. Wilbur, Elmer W. 
Walker, Charles W. Tilton; Ward 2, M'illium L. Douglas, 
Henry S. Porter, Sewall P. Howard; Ward 3, Hiram A. 
Monk, Lemuel P. Churchill, Jonas Reynolds; Ward 4, 
Patrick McCarty, John Alurphy, James O'Reilly ; Ward 5, 
Elbridge G. Hale, Martin T. Packard, Daniel Connolly; 
Ward 0, Charles H. Cary, Elbridge L. Brown, Frederic A. 
Leavitt; Ward 7, Albert R. Wade, Benjamin F. Battles, 
Charles E. Stone. President, Elbrid'^e L. llruwii; Clerk, 
Daniel Connolly. 

Joint Standittg Committee§, 

Finance: The mayor and Aldermen Keith ond Kingman, the 
president of the Common Council, Councilmon Churchill, 
McCarty, Monk, and Reynolds. 

Claims: The mayor and Aldermtin Kingman, the president of 
the Common Council, Councilmen Cary and Howard. 

Accounts: Aldermen Eniei-son and Snoiv, Councilmen Doui;- 
las, Howard, and Battles. 

Public Property: Aldermen Pmtkanl and Emerson, Council- 
mon Hale, O'Reilly, and Battles. 

Water: Aldermen Dean and Snow, the president of the Com- 
mon Council, Couuciluieu Connolly and Stone. 

Fuel and Street Lights: Aldermen Keith and Packard, Coun- 
cilmen Packarti, Tilton, and O'Reilly. 

Fire Dopttrliuciit : Aldormon Kiuui-miu imd Porter, ('Oiiucilmou 
Churchill, Wilbur, and Porter. 
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lltfhwnjK: AMcrnioii Pocknrd and Keith, Connoilinon Carj, 

Wiulo, hihI I'orlcr. 
Printing: Aldorinnn Kingman, Ck>onoi1men Ilalo and Stone. 
Ordinances: Aldermen Snow and Keitliy Coanoilmen Monic, 

Connolly, and Walter. 

iStanding Committee9 of the Board of Aldermen, 
Police : the Mayor, Aldermen Porter and Emerson. 
Elections and Kcturns: Aldermen Porter and Dean. 
Enrolled Ordinances and llosolntlons : Aldermen Keith and 

Snow. 
Licenses: Aldermen Kingman, Porter, and Snow. 
Health : Aldermen Dean, Keith, and Paolcard. 
State Aid and Soldiers' Relief: Aldermen Emerson, Snow, and 

Kingman. 

Standing Committeea of the Common Conneil, 
Elections and Kotums: Conncilmon Doaglas,Tilton, and Wade. 

Enrolled Ordinanoos and Resolutions: Councilmen Walker, 
Leavitt, and Miirpliy. 

City Solicitor, llosca Kingman, Esq. 
Citj Trensurer, Henry A. Ford. 

City Auditor, Baalis Sanford. 

Assessors, Noah Chesman (three years), William Rankin (two 
years), Ira Copeland (one year). 

Assistant Assessors: Ward 1, Francis B. Gardner; Ward 2, 
Porter n. Hnnoook ; Wartl H, Zina Hay ward; Ward 4, Wil- 
liam A. Thompson; Ward 5, Isaac Kingman; Ward 0, 
Henry Southworth ; Ward 7, Ellis Brett. 

Collector of Taxes, William Keith. 

Water Commissioners, Charles C. Bixby (three years), Walter 
F. Cleaveland (two years), John J. Whipple (one year). 

Superintendent of Streets, Henry B. Packard. 

OTersoers of the Poor, Isaac Kingman (three years), Francis 
B. Gardner (two yearn), Henry A. Ford (one year) 

School Committoo (linn. Henry II. Packard, ohainnan ex offi- 
ftio), William Rankin, William A. Sanford, Arthur E. 
Kondrick (for three years); BiuiUs Sanford, Jonathan 
White, David 1i. Cowcll (for two years); S. F. PackanI, 
(/*. V, Copolnnd, Martha J. Farwoll (for one year). 

Trustees of the Public Library, William W. Wilkins, Loring 
W. Puffer, M. R. Dustin (for three years); Jonathan 
White, Edward Parker, Jr., D. W. C. Packard (for two 
years) ; Darid L. Cowell, Alfred Laws, Warren T. Cope- 
land (for one year). 

City Physician, Dr. Jonas E. Bacon. 

Board of llnallli, Harvey F. Bird (two years) ; John W. Porter 
(one year); Dr. J. E. Bacon. 

City McFRcngor, Richanl T. Sollis. 

Engineers of Fire Department, David R. Eldred, ehief ; Ncho- 
miah S. Holmes, 1st asst. ; Zenas L. Marston, 2d asst. ; Wil- 
liam H. Jacobs, 8d asst. ; Charles Eaton, 4th asst. 

Superintendent of Fire Alarm, Richard T. Sollis. 

Inspector of Milk, Porter B. Hancock. 

Sealer of Weights and Mtinsures, George F. Perkins. 

Measurers of Wood and Bark, Isaac Harris, Thaddeus E. Gif- 
ford, Horace Baker, Hovenden L. Howard, William L. 
Holmes. 

Surveyors of Lumber, Cephas Soulo, Charles 8. Johnson, Otis 
Cubb, Isam Mitchell. 

City Marshal, David S. Brigham; First Assistant, George 
Thatcher ; Second Assistant, George M. Tower. 

Policemen, Friincts E. Allen, Zenas W. Iiowis, Sidney II. 
Packard, Potor Davis, Oliver D. Appleton, Robert W. 
Smith. 

Constables, Ahira S. Porter, Frank F. Porter, Andrew Jackson 
(2d). 

Keeper of Lookup, Solomon Leighton. 



1884. 

Mayor, Hon. Ziba C. Keith. 

Aldermen : Ward 1, John J. Whipple ; Ward 2, Rufus P. King- 
man ; Ward 8, Preston B. Keith ; Ward 4, Issao S. Emer- 
son ; Ward 6, George G. Snow ; Ward 0, Charles H. Gary ; 
Ward 7, Albert R. Wade. 

City Clerk, D. W. C. Packard. . 

Common Council: Ward I, Elmer W. Walker, Charles W. Til- 
ton, Oliver 0. Pntten ; Ward 2, Sewall P. Howard, Henry 
S. Porter, Lucius Richmond; Ward 8, Hiram A. Monk, 
Jonas Reynolds, John F. Cooper; Ward 4, James O'Reilly, 
George W. Cobb, Lyman E. Keith; Ward 6, Oliver F. 
Leach, Gideon F. Swain, Everett B. Joyee; Ward <l, John 
W. Porter, Harrison Morse, Edwin Sawtell ; Ward 7, Ben- 
jamin F. Battles, Charles E. Stone, Eugene LInebam. 
President, Elmer W. Walker; Clerk, George W. Cobb. 

Joint Standing Oommitteee, 

Finance : The mayor, Aldermen Kingman and Keith, the presi- 
dent of the Common Council, Councilmen Reynolds, Leaoh, 
Howard, and Richmond. 

Claims : The mayor. Alderman Kingman, the president of the 
Common Council, Councilmen Monk and Patten. 

Accounts: Aldermen Wade and Whipple, Couneilmen H. S. 
Porter, Linehan, and Joyce. 

Public Property: Aldermen Whipple and Cary, Councilmen 
Tilton, Leaoh, and O'Reilly. 

Water : Aldermen Cary and Wade, the president of the Common 
Council, Councilmen Sawtell and Keith. 

Fuel and Street Lights: Aldermen Keith and Emerson, Coun- 
cilmen Battles, Patten, and Cooper; 

Fire Department: Aldermen Emerson and Whipple, Council- 
men II. S. Porter, Stone, and Tilton. 

Highways: Aldermen Keith and Cary, Couneilmen J. W. 
Porter, Morse, and Swsin. 

Printing: Alderman Emerson, Councilmen Battles and Cobb. 

Ordinanoos : Aldermen Snow and Wade, Councilmen Richmond, 
Linnhnn, and Joyce. 

Sewerage and Drainage: Aldermen Whipple and Kingman, 
Councilmen Howard, Stone, and Monk. 

Standing Committeet of the Board of Atdermen. 
Police : The mayor and Aldermen Kingman and Cary. 
Elections and Returns: Aldermen Wade and Keith. 
Enrolled Ordinances: Aldermen Snow and Emerson. 
Licenses : Aldermen Cary, Keith, and Kingman. 
Health : Aldermen Whipple, Keith, and Kingmnn. 
State Aid and Soldiers' Relief: Aldermen Emerson, Whipple, 
and Wado. 

Standing Committeee of the Common Conneil, 
Elections and Returns : Councilmen Cooper, Keith, and H. S. 

Porter! 
Enrolled Ordinances and Resolutions: Councilmen Reynolds, 

Sawtell, and Swain. 
City Trensurer, Henry A Ford. 
Auditor, Baalis Ssnford. 
City Solicitor, Ilosea Kingmnn. 
City Physician, Fred. J. Ripley. 
City Messenger, Chnrles C. Rogers. 
Superintendent of Streets, Henry B. Packard. 
Water Commissioners, Walter F. Cleaveland, Charles C. Blxby, 

Francis B. Gardner. 
Engineers of Fire De|)artment: Davis R. Eldred, ehief; Zenas 

W. Marston, 2d asst. (for three years); Nehemiah 8. 

Holmes, 1st asst., Charles Eaton, 3d asst. (for two years) ; 

William H. Jaoobs, 4th asst., Alexander Fanning, 6th asst. 

(for one year). 
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iMpMior of Milk, P«trttl«UB, Md YlmfM, Portas B. IIm- 



iMlir of Wdfbte mmi Mmmrm, acorg* F. Pcrfciafl. 

MMMTWt or Wood Md Bark, Imo lUrrU, Uotmo lUkor, 
HoToftdoa L. llov»rd. 

Bwnrojon of Loaibor, CopliM 8o«lo ftad Chariot 8. JohMoa. 
WUIU« RoaklB, Hook CkoMMui, nbridgo O. Uolo. 
Amtmon: Ward 1, Fraaeio B. Waokbom; Ward 2, 
Okarlof B. Lanbort; Ward 3, Ziaa Hayirard; Ward 4, 
Daatol Donbar ; Ward 6, Iamo Kingman ; Ward 6, David 
Dnrkoi Ward 7, KIIU BroU. 

City Umahtd, Qoorgo A. Wboolor. 

FInt AMlftant Marshal, (loorgo M. Towor. 

Booond AflrtoUat Marshal, Uriah Maooj. 

Polioonion, Olirer D. Applolon, Eooirell 0. Anisdon, Poier 
Darif, Zonas W. Lowis, Robort W. Smith, Oliver L. Joy, 
Bidnoy II. Packard. 

OoBStabloi, Ahira 8. Portor, Prank F. Porter, Thomas Droliaa. 

Ororsoors of the Poor, Ilenrj A. Ford, Iiaao Kingman, Francis 
B. Gardner (clerk). 

Board of Health, Ilarvoj F. Bird (chairman), KiUha II. Jooljrn, 
Fred. J. Kipley. 

School Committee, Uon. Ziba C. Keith (chairman ex ojicio), 
8. Franklin Packard, Cyrus F. Copoland, Martha J.* Par- 
well (for three years), William lUukin, William A. San- 
ford, Arthur B. Kendrick (for two years), Jonathan White, 
Baalls Sanford, David L. Cowell (for one year). 

Trostees of the Public Library, David L. Cowell, Alfred I^aws, 
Warren T. Copoland (for three years), William W. WiU 
kins, Loring W. Puffer, M. R. Dnstin (for two years), 
Jonathan White, Edward Parker, Jr., D. W. C. Packanl 
for one year. 

ReprefleDtatiTes from Brockton since the formation 

of the city : 

William L. DougUs, 1882-83; Enos II. Reynolds, 1882-83. 

Among those who have been instrumental in ad- 
rancing the oity*ii prosperity and in an oflicial capacity 
senred its interests, are Franklin Ames, Ziba 0. Keith, 
and W. H. Wales. 

No history of Brockton, or sketch of the lives of 
those men who have contributed to the advancement 
of the social and material growth of this locality 
would be complete with the name of the late Hon. 
Franklin Ames omitted. 

He was born in North Bridgewator, now Brockton, 
Sept. 30, 1806, and with the exception of a brief 
absence resided in his native town during his entire 
life. 

Mr. Ames was a man of marked prominence in this 
town, l^ossossing a genial and uifuble disposition, a 
taste and an ability for the discharge of public duties, 
a judgment well balanced and almost uniformly cor- 
rect in its results, and an integrity of character that 
was never touched by whisper or reflection, it is not 
strange that he was selected even early in life by his 
fellow-citisens as one fitted to assume and administer 
public trusts in a variety of town relations. For 
nearly twenty years, commencing in 183G, ho wus 
practically the postmaster of the town, performing all 



the doties belongisg lo that positioo, though the office 
iCMlf was held by Kdward Suothwurth, Jr. In 18:t8 
be was ehcsen town elerk and treamurer, and waa re- 
eleetod almosi without oppoiftUoa to both ofliooa, an 
also oollaetor of tazea, antO 1855, a period ofstzteen 
years ; and nowhere in the public records are evidences 
of greater care and aecoracy than throogh the volamea 
where his broad and beautiful handwriting is found. 
In 185G he was called by his fcllow-town.smen to a 
position of still greater responsibility, being elected 
that year as one of the selectmen, and by vote of liiii 
colleagues as chairman of the board. By this action, 
and in accordance with the usages of the times, almosi 
the entire administration of the public aflairs of the 
town was placed in his hands, and that he proved 
equal to the place is shown in the fact that he was 
annually re-elected till 1864, when he accepted a posi- 
tion offered him through the intervention of Governor 
Andrew, as paymaster in the United States army 
frith the rank of major. 

The happy termination of the war soon after gave 
to him but a brief period of service, but the prompt- 
ness and fidelity with which he dischargetl his duti4« 
in this capacity won for him the special commenda- 
tions of the officers of the army with whom he wax 
associated. 

A notable incident occurred during the time he was 
paymaster, illustrating the confidence reposed in him 
by the government. He was commissioned to take 
14,000,000 from New York and Philadelphia to New 
Orleans. lie acceptctl the trusty and unaccoui)>aniod 
by an escort, conveyed this large sum of niimey safely 
to the ** Crescent City.*' He was also Uiiitcil Stah^ 
Assessor and a member of the Governor's Council. 

lieturning to civil life, he became interested in a 
slate quarry in Pennsylvania, which promised to be 
of value, and in 1865 decided to remove thither with 
his family. The severance of social ties which Itound 
him to his native town cost him many a 8trug«;le, and 
he brought himself to it only by cherishing the liO|»c 
and expectation that afler a temporary absence he and 
his might return to their old home again. 

They returned to their native'towii in April, 1881, 
and three iiionlhs later, August 1st, Mr. Xttum p;i884Hl 
away in the seventy-fifth year of his age, leaving a 
wife and two children. 

He married May 20, 18o2, Martha Kingman, 
daughter of Capt. ThomiLs Thompson, and their chil- 
dren were ab follows : Thomas Franklin, born July 
19, 1835, died March 8, 1854, drowned at sea; 
Martha Augusta, born May 12,1 844 ; <lied at the 
age of sixteen; Chnrlotte Thompson, horn May 14, 
1847, married Joel P. Bradford, of Fairhaven, Mass. j 




(j/^Z^^nI^^J^h^n£j 




/7^ ^-^^^ 



HISTORY OF BROCKTON. 



745 



Lizzie Sti-awbridgo, born July 22, 1851, mnrricd S. J. 
(iruvcr, M.l)., :iiu1 iWitlos in l^rookton. 

Frnnkliu Aiucs Icfl behind him a name and record 
unsullied by any questionable transaction in nil his 
public and official career, while in private life he was 
a citizen coniniandin^ the universal esteem and confi- 
dence of his fellow-men and a Christian whose life 
exemplified the principles of the gospel. 

/iiba C. Keith was born in 1842, in the old homo- 
8tead at the junction of Main and JMain StrecKs and 
the East Bridgewatcr road, Campcllo, under whose 
roof-tree six generations of the family have lived and 
died. His father was Capt. Ziba Keith, the well- 
known rouunnnder of a company of militia years 
nu'o, in llu^ days of old- fashioned niuslers. In boy- 
hood Mr. Keith atl-endtHl the schools in his native 
town, and afterwards the Pierce Academy at Middle- 
boro'. Entering upon a business life, he was for 
five years book-keeper and salesman in the office of 
his brother, Martin L. Keith, in Boston. In 1864 
ho r(*tnrnod to ('atnpello, mid in partnership with 
Knihort Howard (now of the firm of Howard & 
('ahlwell) opened a general store for the sale of every- 
thing, from groceries to dry goods. The firm was 
known as Howard & Keith. After a couple of years 
he sold out to Jonas Reynolds, buying the business 
back again at the end of six months. For a year or 
two H. N. P. Hnhbard eondiictod the dry gouds dc- 
]>ar(inont of the business, then Mr. Keith purchased 
the entire control, and continued the business until 
1S82. 

In 1875, Mr. Keith was a successful competitor 
with Hon. Jonathan White for the honor of being 
the Republican nominee for representative. The re- 
sult was (juite close, and intense interest shown, some 
eight hundred ballots being citst. Mr. Keith was 
('1cc(4m1, served his term, and was re-elected the fol- 
lowing year. In 18T9 ho was elected and served as 
a inrniber of the board <)f selectmen. 

He wjis elected the first mayor of the city in 1881. 
He was renominated and defeated by six votes. He 
again reiteived the nomination in 188)^, and was 
elected by ove.r six hundred majority, and is tho 
present mayor. 

Mr. Keith has never been a lay figure in the social 
or business circles of the town. He is a member of 
the South Congregational Church, and prominently 
identified with commandery, chapter, and lodge of 
tho local Masonic fraternity. He was largely instru- 
mental in organizing the (>ainpello Co-operative Hank, 
which has done so much to build up that part of tho 
town, and foster aiuoiiu: workin<:riiicn an ambition to 
own and occupy homes of their own, and is now 



trea.mircr of the association. Mr. Keith is also vioe- 
president of tho Brockton Savings-Bank, and a 
director in tho Brockton National Bank ; ako treas- 
urer of the street railway company. He has also 
been largely interested in building movements at the 
South End. 

Ziba C. Keith is as universally liked and esteemed 
!U) any man in town. No one could meet him and 
know him without being impressed with his sterling 
integrity of character, while admiring his frankness 
and kindly bearing towards every one, irrespective of 
station or nationality. Mr. Keith has acknowledged 
executive ability. While in the Legislature, Mr. 
Keith always sided with prohibitory measures. As 
a member of the license board of selectmen of 1879 
he was one of the minority, voting against the grant- 
ing of licenses. While he is in favor of all possible 
restrictions of the liquor traffic, he still believes that 
spirituous liquors should be sold at some place or 
places for medicinal and mechanical purposes. He 
favored the Gothcnborg plan, during its contiuuanoo, 
as an improvement upon indiscriminate or general 
licensing. Ho is a temperance man, but not a radical 
prohibitionist. 

Deo. 31, 1865, Mr. Keith united in marriage with 
3Iiss Abbie F. Jackson, and has one son, William C. 
Keith. 

Welcome Howard Wales, son of John and Olive 
(Howard) Wales, was born in North Bridgcwater 
(now Brockton), Jan. 20, 18*J1, at the old Wales 
homestead, which was located on the site now occu- 
pied by the residence of R. P. Kingman, Esq., corner 
of Main and Belmont Streets. During the years 
which immediately followed his majority, Mr. Wales 
engaged in machine manufacture, and continued in 
this business until tho year 18G2. At the town 
election in March, 18t)2, he was chosen to the office 
of town clerk, a position for which he was especially 
adapted. CJpon assuming control of the office he 
det-ermined to discharge its duties with an eye single 
to the public welfare, and how faithful he was to the 
trust imposed is evidenced by the fact that ho was 
re-elected annually for a period of sixteen successive 
years, and oftentimes by a substantially unanimous 
vote. His sphere of usefulness, however, was not 
confined to this office alone. In 1864 he was chosen 
collector of taxes, and held the position until his 
death, and so well did he discharge tho delicate and 
difficult duties of this office that he was designated as 
the *' model collector.'* Ho represented the town in 
the liCgislature in 1869 and 1871, and in 1873 was 
ehoseii a selectman, and re-elected oach succeeding 
year. He was also chairman of the selectmen several 
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years. It was hb constant aim to please those with 
whom he came in contact, and to perform in a con- 
scientioas manner the various trusts which defolvcd 
upon him. 

In hb death the town lost an experienced and 
valued servant, and the public one who was ardently 
interested in all that pertained to the advancement of 
the various interests of Brockton. 

Oct. 16, 1845, Mr. Wales united in marriage with 
Lois, daughter of John W. and Almira C. Kingman, 
and their family consisted of one child, Abbie Peiin, 
born Aug. 28, 1848, and died Feb. 8, 1866. Mr. 
Wales died July 2, 1879. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



BANKS. 



North Bridgewater Bank — North Bridgewater Saringt-Bank — 
Brockton Savingi-Bank — Socarity Co-operative Bank — Cam- 
pello Oo-operatire Bank — Home National Bank — Brockton 
National Bank. 

The business of the town of Brockton had in- 
creased to such an extent, and the wants of the people 
were such, as to induce a few public-spirited indi- 
viduals to petition the Legislature for a charter to do 
banking business, which was granted to Messrs. Bela 
Keith, Benjamin Kingman, and Jesse Perkins, March 
28, 1854, with a capital of one hundred thousand 
dollars, divided into shares of one hundred dollars 
each. The bank was organized under the name of 
the North Bridgewater Bank, with the following 
officers, namely: Martin Wales, of Stoughtou, presi- 
dent ; Ilufus P. Kingman, cashier ; Benjamin King- 
man, Frederick Howard, Chandler Sprague, William 
F. Brett, Ebcnezer Tucker, and Pardon Copeland, 
directors. In 1857, Mr. Jkctt resigned his office, 
and in 1860, Elijah Howard, of Easton, was elected to 
fill the vacancy. 

The first bills were issued from this institution 
Sept. 4, 1854. For some years it was in successful 
operation, and proved a valuable addition to the busi- 
ness facilities of the town, and a mark of the enter- 
prise of her citizens. Previous to the establishment 
of this bank the business people, wishing banking 
aeoommodntions, were obliged to go out of town for 
the same. 

This bank ceased doing business in 1866. 

Horth Bridgewater Savings-Bank. — The benefi- 
cent spirit of the present age is in nothing more re- 
markably displayed than in the combined energy with 



which individuals of the highest rank in society are 
laboring to promote the welfare of the lower order. 
The advantages that have arisen, bt>th to the indi- 
vidual contributors and the public, by thcso institu- 
tions have been great. The first attempt made to 
give effiict to a plan for enabling the laboring ]>oor 
to provide support for themselves in sickness, as well 
as old ago, was in 1789. Again, in 1808, a bill was 
introduced in the '* ITouse of Commons'* for prouio- 
ting in'dustry among the laboring clusses, and (or the 
relief of the |KM)r, which was slh folhiws : 

" WuEBRAS, suob of tbo I»boriiig poor m are dt»irous of 
making out of their earniogi tome tavingty as a futare proria- 
ion for themtelree or their familiei, are diseoaraged from so 
doing by the diffleultjr of placing out securely the smaH sums 
which thuy aro ablu to save; and believing it would temt to 
promote habits of industry and frugality, and onouurago tlie 
|)oor to uiakoa provision for themselves aud their faiui lies, if an 
establishmeut was formed in which they might invest ihuir 
money with security and advantage." 

These institutions are in general intended for that 
class of poor but industrious persons who deserve 
help by endeavoring to help themselves, the primary 
object not being for gain, but bciK^volonco, aii4l are 
for the benefit of the widow, the orphan, and the 

UgOil. 

Many a penny that is now safely deposited in the 
vaults of these savings institutions in the country 
might have gone where the possessor would never 
have seen them again ; for thb reason savings-banks 
are a gre^it blessing to the community. 

In the city of Brockton there were individuals that 
looked to the interests of others as well as theiusolves, 
and having at the same time an eye to the interests 
of the community generally, they petitioned for an 
act of incorporation as a savings-bank, which was 
granted to Messrs. Franklin Ames, Kdward South- 
worth, and George B. Dunbar, April 24, 1851, under 
the name of the North Bridgewater Saviiig8-Hank. 
The following were the oilieers of the institution at 
the time of its organization in 1851, namely: Col. 
Edward Southworth, president; Franklin Ames, 
George B. Dunbar, vice-presidents ; Edward South- 
worth, Jr., secretary and treasurer ; Edward South- 
worth, lioreiizo 1). Ilervey, Henry V. French, Frank- 
lin Ames, Algernon S. Sylvester, Oakes S. Soule, 
George B. Dunbar, Edward Southworth, Jr., trus- 
tees. 

By the death of Edward Southworth, Jr., March 
3, 1877, Ilufus P. Kingman, Esq., was elected treas- 
urer of the above bank, and after a careful examina- 
tion into the condition of affairs, it was found neces- 
sary to appoint receivers and clo.se up llie institution. 
On the liUh of November of that year, llnfus I*. 
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Kiiigumn, Enq., of Brockton, and Ellis Ames, Esq., 
i>f Canton, were appointed by the Supremo Court to 
wind up the affairs, which has been done in a highly 
creditable manner to the receivers as well as pleasing 
to the depositors, resulting in a series of dividends 
amounting to ninety-four and forty -six hundredths 
per cent. 

Brockton Savings-Bank. — On the third day of 
March, 1881, the Legislature of Massachusetts in- 
corporated the following persons into a savings-bank, 
viz. : J. J. Whipple, W. W. Cross, Davis S. Packard, 
L. F. Severance, E. II. Joslyn, D. 8. Volman, Henry 
A. Ford, Henry E. Lincoln, Qeorge E. Freeman, Ziba 
C. Keith, George E. Keith, Loring W. Puffer, B. 0. 
(/aid well, Sanford Winter. H. H. Packard, their asso- 
ciates and successors, were made a corporation by the 
name of the Brockton Savings-Bank, located in the 
city of Brockton. They commenced business May 1, 
1881, with the following officers: President, Sanford 
Winter ; Vice-Presidents, John J. Whipple, Ziba C. 
Keith ; Treasurer, Clarence R. Fillebrown ; Trustees, 
Sanford Winter, John J. Whipple, Ziba C. Keith, 
William W. Cross, Henry A. Ford, George E. Keith, 
George E. Freeman, Lorenzo F. Severance, Patrick 
Gilmore, Rev. Thomas B. McNulty, David S. Pack- 
ard, Sumner A. Hayward, Gardner J. Kingman, 
Bradford E. Jones^ Charles W. Sumner, Elisha H. 
Joslyn, Henry H. Packard ; Board of Investment, 
Davis S. Packard, Sumner A. Hayward, Bradford E. 
Jones, Gardner J. Kingman, John J. Whipple. 

The officers for 1884 are John J. Whipple, presi- 
dent; Ziba C. Keith and Bradford E. Jones, vice- 
presidents ; Enos H. Reynolds, in place of Sumner 
A. Hayward, deceased, — otherwise the same as at the 
commencement. 

Security Co-operative Bank. — This organization 
was charu*red as the ** Security Savings Fund and 
lioan Association of Brockton.'* The title was changed 
by law in 1883. The original officers were as follows : 
Baalis Sanford, Jr., president ; Henry U. Packard, 
Francis B. Washburn, and Otis F. Curtis, vice-presi- 
dents; Daniel S. Howard, Ijorcnzo F. Severance, Brad- 
ford E. Jones, William H. Tobey, H. Herbert How- 
ard, Embcrt Howard, William II. Savage, Leonard C. 
Stetson, Sanford Winter, Emerson Goldthwait, John 
0. Emerson, John J. Whipple, Benjamin 0. Cald- 
well, James H. Cooper, Augustus B. Loring, Harry 
O. Thomas, directors. William W. Cross, secretary; 
Charles D. Fullcrton, treasurer ; Gorham B. Howard, 
George H. Fullcrton, Albert II. Fuller, auditors; 
Hamilton L. Gibbs, attorney. 

Campello Co-operatiye Bank (formerly Campollo 
Co-operative Saving Fund and Loan Association), 



organized Sept. 21, 1877; chartered Oct. 3, 1877", 
authorized capital, $100,000. Albert Keith, pres.; 
Daniel Dunbar, vioe-pres. ; Warren T. Gopeland, sec. ; 
Ziba C. Keith, treas. Charter members: Charles 
Henry Cole, Ziba Cary Keith, Minot Leonard Dan- 
forth, John Henderson, Hiram Alexander Monk, 
George Mortimer Skinner, Fred. Herbert Packard, 
Lucas Wales Alden, Lewis Dclmar Stinohfield, 
Joshua Reed, Austin Cary Packard, ESdmnnd Bar- 
clay Fanning, Albert Keith, Nathan Henry Wash- 
burn, Benjamin Loring Boomer, Stephen Merick 
Thrasher, Daniel Dunbar, Sylvanus Keith, Walter 
Chamberlain, Simeon Franklin Packard, William 
Snow Green, George Sldeo Keith, William Henry 
Stiuthworth, Warren Turner Copeland, Charles Au- 
gustus Dunbar, William Dexter Pierce, Preston Bond 
Keith, Gardner Josiah Kingman, William Richards, 
Isaac Stevens Jt!mer8on, Lyman Carlson, Howard 
Warren Reynolds, (}eorge Sawyer, Rnfus Perkins 
Keith, Flavel Bailey Keith, John Harvey Cole, Ed- 
gar S. Putnam, Ernest Everett Emerson, Joseph 
Emery Merchant, Damon Kingman, Thomas Webber 
Child, Otis Cobb, Nathan Keith. 

Present officers : George Elden Keith, pres. ; Pres- 
ton Bond Keith, vice-pres. ; Warren Turner Cope- 
land, sec. ; Ziba Cary Keith, treas. 

The president of this association from its organiia- 
tion to 1883, Albert Keith, one of the leading and 
honored citizens of Campello, was born in that village 
Dec. 31, 1823. He is the son of Arsa and Marcia 
(Kingman) Keith. His mother was the daughter of 
Abel Kingman, Esq., who was commissioned justice of 
the peace Feb. 22, 1811. The subject of this sketch 
is descended from Rev. James Keith, the first or- 
dained minister of Bridgewater, the line of descent 
being as follows : Timothy', Timothy*, Levi', Benj.^ 
Arza*, Albert*. i 

Ansa Keith was one of the first shoe manufacturers 
in this town, and with him young Albert worked 
until about seventeen years of age, when he went to 
Fozboro*, and entered the store of Otis Cary as 
clerk, where he remained five years. He then went 
into the mercantile business pn his own aooonnt at 
Attlcboro', which he conducted until 1851, when he 
sold out, and, returning to his native town, formed 
a copartnership with his brother, Arsa B., in the shoe 
manufacture, and in the following year their factory 
was erected. Mr. Keith continued in this branch of 
business until 1871, when he disposed of hb interest 
to his brother, and from that time until 1882 was en- 
gaged in the coal and grain trade. Mr. Keith's sno- 
cess has been largely duo to his energy, industry, and 
determination, coupled with good judgment and clear 
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bnaineas foresight. He has been ospcoially active in 
adfanoing the interests of Campullo, and has labored 
indubtrioosly to that end. He wus appointed post- 
master at Oampello in 1873, and has held the office 
to the present time. He was selectman one year, 
member of the school board seven years, assessor two 
years, and was commissioned justice of the peace in 
1874, a position he still holds. He also represented 
the town in the General Court in 1880 and 1881. 
Upon the organisation of the Go-operative Bunk at 
Campello, in 1877, Mr. Keith was chosen its presi- 
dent, and continued in that capacity until 1883. He 
is Republican in politics. 

In 1842 he became a member of the South Congre- 
gational Church, and has been prominently identified 
with it since, serving on the committee twelve years, 
and for ten years officiated as superintendent of the 
Sunday-school. 

April 1, 1847, Mr. Keith united in marriage with 
Charlotte Pearce, of Attleboro', and their family 
consisted of five children, — Marcia Adelaide (de- 
ceased), Alice Maria, Herbert (deceased), Charlotte 
R., and Lillian M. Mrs. Keith died May 29, 1874 ; 
and July 14, 1875, he married Cynthia Bonney, of 
Hadley, Mass., who died Feb. 12, 1876. March 13, 
1878, Mr. Keith united in marriage with his present 
wife, Mrs. Susan J. Allen, of Springville, N. Y. 

Home BTational Bank. — Prior to 1874 there had 
been no National Bank in the city. Feeling the ne- 
cessity of increased facilities for banking accommo- 
dations, the Home National Bank was chartered, and 
its existence authorised on June 8th of that year. Its 
first officers were Rufus P. Kingman, president, C. 
D. Fullerton, cashier. Its authorized capital was 
placed at $200,000. There have been but few changes 
in its officers, Mr. Kingman retaining the presidency 
to the present time (1884). Fred B. Howard is its 
cashier. Its location is corner Main and Church 
Streets. 

Probably no living resident has been more active 
in contributing to the advancement of the interests 
of Brockton, or more closely connected with its suc- 
cess, than Rufus P. Kingman, Esq., the president of 
the Home National Bank. 

Rufus Packard Kingman is the son of Benjamin 
and Rebecca (Packard) Kingman, born in North 
Uridgewater (now Brockton), Mass., Nov. 4, 1821, and 
is in the seventh generation in a direct lino from 
Henry and Joanna Kingman, who came from Wey- 
mouth, England, in 1635, and settled in Weymouth, 
Mass. His education was in the schools of his na- 
tive town, and under the private instruction of Mrs. 
Nathan Jones, Miss Julia Perry, Deacon Ilcman 



Packard, and Jonathan Coo. At the ago of twelve 
years he entered upon the duties incident to life in a 
hotel, his father then being the only hotcl-keci»cr in 
the town, which was from 1833 to 1837. Soon after 
this time, upon the retirement of his father from the 
hotel, he assisted in conducting his father's farm till 
ho arrived at the age of eighteen. In 1840 he en- 
tered the dry-goods and variety store of William F. 
Brett, then the leading store in the town, which was 
in the hotel building, where " Washburn's block" 
now stands. Here he remained till 1846, when he 
became a partner in the business, under the firm-name 
of Brett & Kingman, giving his entire time and 
energy to the business till 1854, at which time he 
retired on account of feeble health. 

It was while engaged in the above business, in 
1850, that Mr. Kingman erected the first brick block 
in the city, on the lot adjoining the hotel on Main 
Street, known as *' Kingman's block." 

During the year 1854, shortly after his retirement 
from the store, the first bank in the town was organ- 
iied, and Mr. Kingman was called to the position of 
cashier. In this he remained till the new banking 
law of the United States came into operation, which 
required a two-thirds vote of the stockholders to 
change it into a national bank. Failing to obtain 
the required vote, the bank closed its doors in 1866. 

While acting as cashier, the town showed their 
confidence in Mr. Kingman by electing him to the 
office of treasurer in 1856, and their confidence in 
him was renewed for nine successive years, when he 
retired. In 1872 he was elected assessor of town 
taxes, and reelected in 1873-74. In 1874 the busi- 
ness of the town had become so extensive that the 
wants of her many merchants and manufacturers 
were such that they felt a pressing need of banking 
facilities, and a new bank was chartered under the 
national banking law by the name uf the Homo Na- 
tional Bank, and Mr. Kingman was ulocted its first 
president, which position he now fills with honor to 
himself and for the interest of the stockholders. 

Upon the death of Hon. Edward South worth, in 
1876, Mr. Kingman was appointed treasurer of the 
North Bridgowater Savings- Bank, and afler a careful 
examination into the condition of the affairs of the 
bank, it was thought best to wind up its business. 
Accordingly Mr. Kingman and Ellis Ames, Esq., of 
Canton, were appointed by the Supreme Court of 
Massachusetts as receivers to close the same, which, 
under their judicious management, has been able to 
pay the depositors 94iVff per cent. 

In 1881, the last year of the town's cxistcniki, 
Mr. Kingman was elected one of tlie solcotmcn of the 
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town, nod wns prominent in arranging the afTaim for 
the incoming of the new city government. During 
the year 1881, when the town of Brockton took on 
tlie robes of a city, Mr. Kingman was elected alder- 
man of Ward Two, and upon the organization of that 
board ho was made president of the same, which 
position lie now holds, very much to his credit ; and 
his having been elected from the first to the same 
position, without opposition, s|>eaks for itself. Upon 
the death of his father, April 13, 1870, Mr. King- 
man was immediately appointed to succeed him as the 
agent of the Hiugham Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, and afterwards, in 1871, was elected a director 
of the same. 

IIp<in the oMahlishuient of the North Bridgewntor 
Board of Trade, Mr. Kingman was elected director, 
and in 1874 he was one of the corporate members of 
Brockton Agricultural Society, and was chosen one of 
the first directors, and for two years treasurer of the 
society, and is now vice-president of the same. 

At the organization of the Commercial Club, in 
January, 1883, he was elected its president. 

As a man, Mr. Kingman is plain, honest, straight- 
forward, firm, and decided when decision is needed ; a 
person of excellent judgment in all matters of busi- 
ness, and his large experience in financial affairs in 
which he has been so successful for himself has shown 
him to be the right kind of a man to be in the coun- 
cils of the city government. He has no ambition for 
public honor nor notoriety, and never active in the 
strifes of political life, although he is over ready by 
his vote to promote the public good. In politics he 
has been a firm Whig as well as Republican, and be- 
longs to a family well known for their being prominent 
in all affairs of a local nature. Mr. Kingman has 
often been intrusted with matters of great import- 
ance, where honesty and integrity is needed, and has 
never been found wanting. 

In his private life he is most genial and interesting, 
fond of company, possessing no small share of wit, 
always cheerful and buoyant, and is quick at repartee; 
naturally fond of home, he is the life of the social 
circle, tender and affectionate. 

Mr. Kingman married Abhy, only child of Capt. 
Winthrop Soars and Sally (llawes) Baker, of Yar- 
mouth, Mass., Aug. 30, 1852. 

Brockton National Bank. — The Brockton Na- 
tional Bank was organized in 1881, and was incorpo- 
rated with a capital of one hundred thousand dollars. 
Davis iS. Packard was its first president, and C. R. 
Fillcbrown its fii-st cashier. They are the present 
iiicumlienis of their respective offices. The first 
board of directora were Davis S. Packard, president ; 



William W. Cross, vice-president; Henry E. Lin- 
coln, John J. Whipple, Sumner A. Hayward, Qeorgo 
E. Keith, Ziba C. Keith, Charles W. Sumner, James 
C. Leach, I. N. Nutter, Gardner J. Kingman. Its 
location is in the City Block on Main Street. 

The president of |.he Brockton National Bank is 
Davis S. Packard, one of the leading manufacturers 
and business men of Brockton, and was born here 
Juno 24, 182G. lie attended the common schools of 
his native town, and at an early age commenced the 
business of a boot-maker, which honorable vocation 
he followed with close application until 1858, when 
in company with Aberdeen Keith, he commenced the 
manufacture of boot- and shoe- counters under the 
firm-iianio of Keith tc Ptu;kard. This copartnership 
continued until 187G, when Mr. Packard purchased 
the interest of Mr. Keith, and conducted the business 
as sole proprietor until 1879, when he associated with 
him Veramus Filoon and Abbott W. Packard, under 
the firm-name of D. S. Packard & Co. The growth 
of this manufacture, of which Mr. Packard has ever 
been the moving spirit, has been almost phenomenal. 
From a product the first year amounting to about ten 
thousand dollars, the business has increased until at 
the present time the annual product amounts to 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; and where 
only about five persons were employed in the begin- 
ning, the pay-roll now shows twenty-five. This is 
one of the representative institutions of Brockton, 
and its success is largely due to the clear business 
foresight and executive ability of Davis S. Packard. 
Other interests also have received Mr. Packard*s at- 
tention, and profited by his excellent judgment. 
Upon the organization of the Brockton National 
Bank, in February, 1881, he was made its president, 
and has remained in that capacity to the present 
time. lie is also a trustee in the Brockton Savings- 
Bank, and president of the Board of Investment. 

While Mr. Packard has been actively engaged in 
the management of large business interests, he has 
never shrank from the duties of citizenship, and has 
1?erved his town and city faithfully and well, and dis- 
charged the duties of the various positions to which 
he has been called to the ontiro satisfaction of his 
fellow-citizens. Ue was selectman in 1875, 1876, 
1878, and represented the city in the State Legislature 
in 1881 and 1882; and on April 8, 1884, was elected 
a commissioner of the sinking fund. 

Oct. 1, 1849, Mr. Packard united in marriage 
with Minerva Bradford, a native of Plynipton, and 
they had one child, Alice May, who married James 
T. Sherman, M.D., of Dorchester, Mass., and died 
April 13, 1878. Mrs. Packard died Sept. 11, 1857. 
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lo 1870, Mr. Packard roarriod Emma S. Gumej, a 
native of ArliiigtOD, MuifM., and Oiuir children nro hh 
follows: Sumner T., bom July 4, 1874; liuth B., 
born March 9, 1876; and Kmma S., born May 16, 
1880. Mrs. Packard died June 4, 1880. 

The Packard family is one of the most ancient and 
honorable in the commonwealth. Davis S. Packard 
traces his ancestry to Samuel Packard, who came 
from Windham near Hingham, England, in the ship 
'* Diligence.*' He first settled in Hingham, Mass., in 
1638, and from thence removed to West Bridgewatcr. 
All of this name who have gone from the Bridge- 
waters were doubtless descendants of his, and nearly 
all of the name in this country can be traced to that 
place. The line of descent from Samuel is as fol- 
lows : Zaccheus, Capt. Abiel, Thomas, Capt Par- 
menas, Appollos, and Davis S. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Rev. Jamei Thoinpioii — Rer. John Porter, Jr. — Rov. Hanting- 
ton Portor — Rov. Bliphalet Porter — Ror. Tliomiis Omrta — 
Rov. Asii Piiokard — Rov. llcxttkiHli Piu;ktir<l — Rov. Joftliuii 
Cusbman — Rov. Naptali 8baw — Rov. Tbeopbilus Paokanl, 
D.D.— Rev. JoDM PerkinB— Rev. Bliphalet P. Crafta— Rev. 
Levi Paokard — Rov. Auatln Cary — Rev. Zaehariah Howard 
— Rev. Nathaniel Walea — Rev. Mathew Kingman — ^Thomaa 
Jefferson Snow — Samael Fuller Dike — Frederio Crafta, A.M. 
— Deacon Ileman Paokard — Rev. Abel Kingman Paokard — 
Rev. Lyaander Diokerman — Rov. Zenaa P. Wild — Rev. Asa- 
riahB. Wheeler— Rev. Adelbort Franklin Keith— Profesaor 
Henry B. Naaon — Hon. Otis Cary — Augustus T. Jonos, 
A.M. — Rov. Homan Paokard Do Forest — S. D. Hunt. 

Rbv. Jambs Thompson was the son of Archibald 
Thompson, who came from Ireland to America in 
1724 ; graduated at the New Jersey College, Prince- 
ton, N. J., in 1761 ; became a clergyman ; preached 
only a short time ; was a preceptor of* an academy at 
Charleston, S. C. 

Rbv. John Portbr, Jr., was the son of Rev. John 
and Mary (Huntington) Porter; was born in North- 
Bridgewatcr (now Brockton), Feb. 27, 1752 ; gradu- 
ated at Yale College, New Haven, Conn., in 1770 ; 
studied divinity, and became a minister. Soon afler 
the war broke out between England and America, in 
1775, he received a captain's commission and went 
into the army, where he is said to have been a su- 
perior officer. From captain he was promoted to 
major ; left the army but a short time before peace 
was declared. He afterward went to the West Indies, 
and there died. 

Rby. Huntinoton Portbr was the son of Rev. 



John and Mary (Huntington) Porter ; was bom in 
North Bridgewatcr (now Hrockti»n), March 27, 
1755; graduated at Harvard College, Cambridge, 
Mass., in 1777 ; married Susannah Hargcnt,of Haver- 
hill, Mass. ; oommenccd preaching at Rye, N. H., In 
August, 1784, supplying the pulpit till Deo. 29, 
1784 ; he was ordained a colleague pastor with Rev. 
Samuel Parsons. He continued to preach in that 
place for upwards of fifly years. Tlie people of this 
society were for a long series of years remarkable for 
their unanimity in their religious as well as civil con- 
cerns, and for more than thirty years there was no 
division. All attended his church ; union and peace 
was the prevailing sentiment among the people. 
After that time other denominations sprang up ; still 
he continued to labor until 1828, when the civil con- 
tract between him and his society was dissolved. He 
continued to preach occasionally for several years 
after that time, till near the dose of his life. 

Rbv. Eliphalbt Portbr, D.D., was bom in 
North Bridgewatcr (now Brockton), June 11, 1758; 
was son of Rev. John and Mary (Huntington) Porter'; 
graduated at Harvard College, 1777; was sotilod as 
pastor of the '* First Church" in Iloxbury, Mass., Oct. 
2, 1782. lie was vixWivl i*} supply a vac^uicy (uuimnl 
by the death of Rov. Anius Adums, who died in 1775. 
Of his pastoral labors, we may say they were well 
suited to the times in which he lived. Frequent 
visits for social intercourse were not expected, and for 
these he had neither taste nor fitness ; his manners 
were grave and did not encourage familiarity, nor had 
he that easy flow of language so essential to sustain a 
converssition on the familiar topics of the day. But 
in the chamber of the sick, or wherever there was 
affliction which the sympathies of a pastor could alle- 
viate, he was a constant and welcome visitor. Says 
one who knew him well, ** Few men ever spoke with 
more meaning or to so good a purpose. He did not 
dazzle, but he enlightened; and the weight of his 
influence and character, and the remarkable purity 
and uprightness of his life, gave an influence and 
interest to whatever he said, and impressed his sen- 
tentious remarks deeply on the mind.** As a citizen, 
his influence was widely and beneficially felt ; he had 
frequent calls for assistance and counsel in the secular 
afiiaii-s of the town. In the various offices of trust to 
which he was often called, whether for objects of 
charity or for the promotion of education or religion, 
they were fulfilled with a characteristic caution, pru- 
dence, and fidelity, which obtained and justified un- 
limited confidence. In 1818 he was elected Fellow of 
Harvard College. The period of his connection with 
this institution was one of great difficulty, yet he took 
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his full Blitiro of tlio lul>(»i*8 and rc8poii8ibilitic8 incident 
to his official ])osition. lie was a warm, constant 
friend of tlio college, and the notices of his death on 
the records of the corporation manifest the strong 
sense of " the great loss our literary and religious 
community have sustained by the death of this learned 
divine and exemplary Christian, whose int<;lligence, 
Gdolity, and zeal in support of the interests of litera- 
ture, and especially of those connected with the pros- 
perity of Harvard University, they have had uniform 
occasion to witness during the many years he has been 
one of the members of this board.** As a preacher, 
Dr. Poller exhibited few, if any, of the characteristics 
of a popular preacher of the present day, although 
few modern proacherK of to-day are listened to more 
attentively or regarded with more reverence than he 
was. He was not excitable; therefore he was not 
likely to produce excitement in others. There was a 
calmness and solemnity in his manner which gave to 
his discourses a peculiar inipressivcncss. He never 
was dogmatical or bigoted ; he had clear and settled 
opinions on the controverted points of theology, and 
was always ready to sustain them ; but he had no taste 
for controveray, and therefore rarely preached on sub- 
jects which occasioned it. He regarded the religious 
opinions of others without prejudice, and never allowed 
a difference of opinion to interrupt Christian fellow- 
ship. Dr. Porter died at Hoxbury, Dec. 7, ISilli, 
aged seventy-six years. The funeral was held in his 
church Dec. 11, 18HIJ, Rev. Dr. Lowell offering the 
funeral prayer. Rev. (Jcorge J'utnam, D.D., preached 
the funeral sermon from Genesis xxv. 8 : *' He died 
in a good old age, an old man, and full of years ; and 
was gathered to his people." Rev. John Pierce, 
D.D., of Brookline, made the concluding prayer. 

Rkv. Tiiomak Ckakts was the son of Dr. John 
8lapl(» Cral'ts (from Newton); was born in North 
Bridgewater (now Brockton) ; graduated at Harvard 
College, 1783 ; married Polly, daughter of Rev. John 
Porter, Dec. 28, 178G ; settled at Princeton, Mass., 
1786, and dismissed in 1791, and settled at Middle- 
boro'. Afi^jor remaining at Princeton several years, 
his physicians decided that his life depended on his 
leaving the ministry and engaging in more active or 
some out-of-door pursuit. He consequently removed 
to Weymouth, Mass., where he entered into commer- 
cial business, and was quite successful. After his 
health had become somewhat improved he received a 
call to preach from the Middleboro' and Taunton 
Precinct, and was installed in 180*2, where he en- 
joyed a happy ministry for many years, and there 
died, Feb. 27, 1819, aged sixty years. His family 
then removed to North Bridgewater. 



Rkv. Aha Paokard was the sou of Jacob and Do- 
rothy (Perkins) Packard ; was born in North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), May 3, 1758. His life was 
a very eventful one. At the age of sixteen he eD- 
tered the Revolutionary service as a fifer. In an en- 
gagement near Harlem Heights, in 1776, a com- 
panion who had made great boasts of his bravery 
seissed Mr. Paokard*s fife, and, handing him his mas- 
ket in return, fled to a place of safety, preferring, it 
would seem, the music he could make with a stolen 
fife to that made by the balls of the enemy. Mr. 
Packard, thus armed, engaged in the conflict, but 
soon received a wound which nearly proved fatal. 
The ball entered his back just above the hip, and 
though an attempt was made to extract it, yet so se- 
vere was the operation that the surgeon feared he 
would die in his hands, and so was induced to desist. 
A severe illness followed in consequence, and when 
sufiiciently recovered he left the army and returned 
home, and commenced a course of studies preparatory 
to entering college. The ball he received was never 
extracted, but remained in his back during his life. 
Mr. Packard was a man of great faoetiousness, and 
oflen alluded in pleasantry to the circumstance of his 
having fought and bled for his country. Once in a 
merry circle he said, *' I bear about in my body a 
weighty testimonial of my bravery." To which a 
jovial companion replied, '* I think from the position 
of the wound our hero must have been playing a 
retreat.** 

** Playing a retreat 1" said Mr. Packard ; " I had a 
musket in my hand, and was found skillful as a gren- 
adier.'* 

** I think,** rejoined the other, " our friend must 
have been skilled in the motion < to the right about 
face I* and must have i»erforimHl it well when he re- 
ceived his wound.*' 

The joke was appreciated by Mr. Packard and the 
rest of the company. Mr. Packard graduated at Har- 
vard University in 1783 ; received a call, and settled 
in Marlboro*, March 23, 1785, — a day long to be re- 
membered, from the fact that the snow was so deep 
as to cover the tops of the fences, notwithstanding 
there had been a thaw which settled the snow, so 
that, in freezing, it became sufficiently solid to bear 
up a team. The people went to the ordination in 
their sleighs upon the crust across lots, over the 
tops of fences and walls without difficulty. The 
depth of snow was so remarkable that it became and 
continued for a long time a standard of comparison. 
He was settled on a salary of one hundred pounds 
** and twenty cords of good marketable oak wood, out 
and brought to the door annually, flo long as he re- 
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iDftiiiB our miouCer." They also voted him a seiile- 
ment of three hundred pounds, — one half to be paid 
in one year, tlie other half in two years from hb or- 
dination. Mr. Packard was a man of sprightly 
talent, and was noted for his readiness rather than for 
his profundity. He had great conversational powers, 
and was remarkable for his eccentricity. His ser- 
mons were practical rather than doctrinal, and more 
distinguished for happy descriptions of life and man- 
ners than for connected views of gospel truths. He 
was libera] in his theological opinions, belonging to 
what is denominated the Arminian school. As Uni- 
tarian ism developed itself in Massachusetts, he was 
considered as coinciding with that class of his breth- 
ren, though later in life his sentiments are supposed 
to have undergone some change. *' Perhaps it will 
be more correct to say that he never formed for him- 
self any definite system of doctrinal belief; his mind 
was more distinguished for its readiness than for its 
method, and seemed to have held opinions in regard to 
different doctrines which were not consistent with 
each other, and which could not have been blended 
into a logical system. Different persons who knew 
him well have, for this reason, claimed him with dif- 
ferent denominations, since on some points his views 
seemed to coincide with Unitarians, and on others with 
the Orthodox standard of doctrine.*' These are the 
views entertained by one of the most distinguished 
preachers of New England on his theological opin- 
ions. Mr. Packard remained pastor of the first and 
the only parish in Marlboro' for about twenty years, 
and the people were happy under his ministry. In 
the year 1805 an unpleasant controversy arose in re- 
gard to the subject of locating a meeting-house, which 
ended in the erection of two houses, and ultimately in 
two parishes. During this controversy he remained 
neutral, both parties anxious to retain him ; but he 
continued to remain in tlio old church, and being un- 
willing to take part in the dedicati(»n of the new liimse, 
and realizing that a majority had a right to command 
his services while he remained their pastor, he wisely 
asked a dismission from the church and society as the 
best way of avoiding a public approval of the removal 
of the meeting-house, which was the sole cause of iho 
unhappy feeling. On March 6, 180G, the matter 
was brought before the Marlboro' Association, and 
afler due consideration it was decided by them that 
the town had a claim to Mr. Packard in the new 
house. '* The association, while they lament the oc- 
casion for it, both on their own and the people^s ac- 
count, cannot but acquiesce in his determination to be 
dismissed." Afler much opposition, the West Parish 
in Marlboro' received an act of incorporation, Feb. 



23, 1808, by the name of the Second Parish in Marl- 
boro' ; OD the 23d of March, the same year, llev. Asa 
Packard, who had labored with the society since his 
dismission from the town, was installed over the West 
Parish, and retained his pastoral relation until May 
12, 1819, when he took a diamisdon and removed to 
l^ncaster, where he rcnded till his death, which took 
place March 20, 1843, in the eighty-fifth year of his 
age. He was in his usual health in the morning, and 
on coming into the house, he sat down to listen to a 
letter from a distant brother ; while it was being read 
he sunk back, and immediately expired. 

RsY. Hezekiah Packard, D.D., was bom in 
North Bridgewater (now Brockton), Mass., Dec. G, 
17G1, son of Jacob and Dorothy (Perkins) Packard, 
and was the youngest of ten children ; and of his 
parents and their influence he used to speak with 
pleasure, affection, and respect. Being the youngest 
of the family, he, no doubt, experienced the indul- 
gence common to the youngest of a large family. 
The humble circumstances of his father's family ao- 
customed him to habits of active industry, rigid eoon- 
omy, and self-reliance. Their narrow moans, together 
with their discretion, restrained him from associating 
with other lads. One amusement his parents indulged 
him in had an influence they little thought of lie 
says, " At what precise period I procured a fife I do 
not distinctly remember ; but the acquisition was to 
me very gratifying and delightful. Martial musio 
was very animating to me, and I soon learned several 
martial airs. The tunes sung and played during the 
incipient state of the Revolution had a wonderful in- 
fluence. The exciting remarks made in favor of the 
Revolution had a thrilling effect upon my mind. I 
became anxious to attend musters and meetings for 
enlisting soldiers. The battle of Bunker Hill had an 
exciting influence. It seemed to electrify the whole 
C(»nimunity. On that moniorablu day \ was in 21 
nciglilMir's Hold, hiMting iM»ni, and lumnl lliu roaring 
of the cannon. I was then in my fourteenth year. 
The captain of the militia lived near my father's, and 
as he knew the family were high Whigs, and that I 
had some skill with the fife, he appointed me a fifer 
in the company under \m connnand. Smm af^or this 
he was drafted for five months, and solicited mo to go 
with him as fifer, promising to use me as a son, which 
promise he always kept. Although young and fond 
of home, I never had any scruples or hesitation about 
enlisting, nor do I recollect that my parents opened 
their lips in the way of discouragement. 

*' Distinctly do I remember when my mother took 
my hand, and said, ' Hezekiah, remember, praying will 
make thee leave sinning, and sinning will make thee 
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Icnvc pniying/ These words were to lue full of nicnn- 
iiig and of practical trutli. Indeed, the devout dcHires 
and earnest prayers of iny affectionate and pious parents 
were, as it appeared to me, preserved as memorials 
before God on my behalf; for, though J neglected 
prayer when a soldier, my moral habits were in other 
rrs|>cH,M correct. T wan averse lo vici»H in the army to 
which youth are exposed ; no profane word escaped 
my ]i{)s from the time I left my fathcr^s house till I 
ix*turned to it again. I was more and more disgusted 
at the profanencss common among the soldiers, and 
even the officers, of the Revolution. My brother (the 
late Rev. Asa Packard, of Marlboro*, Mass.) had al- 
ready become a soldier in the eight months* service, 
and was stationed at Roxbury. The rrgimcnt h> which 
1 belonged was ordered to Cambridge, and we dwelt 
in tents near Cambridgeport. Soon afler we pitched 
our tents and drew our provisions from College Hall, 
where beef, pork, etc., were kept for our army, and 
other arrangements were made for a campaign, and I 
felt myself a soldier in camp, I had a furlough for a 
day or two to visit my brother at Roxbury. From the 
time we marched into Boston, late in autumn, until 
the following June, Col. Sargent^s regiment, in which 
my name was enrolled, was destined to occupy several 
stations. AAer being in Boston a few weeks we were 
ordered to Bunker Hill. In the spring of 177G we 
were stationed at Castle William (now Fort Inde- 
pendence). Hero we remained till Juno, when orders 
were given for us to march to New York. We went 
to New London by land, and from thence by water to 
New York. The regiment was stationed near Hurl- 
gate. 

" Six miles below the city, upon the banks of East 
River, opposite to our fort, on the other side of the 
river, the enemy built a fort to annoy us, the distance 
between the two forLs being a little over a mile. A 
soldier, soon afler tlio balls and bombs began to fly 
into our camp, walking proudly upon the parapet, 
boastfully exclaimed Yhat the ball had not been made 
that was to kill him. Not many minutes ader a ball 
came and almost cut him asunder, thus warning others 
not to expose themselves needlessly. Iliis cainionad- 
iiig and Imnibarding continued for several weeks, 
killing some and wounding some. 1 remember an 
old man belonging to our camp who, seeing a bomb 
fall and bury itself in the ground a few rods from 
him, started hastily toward the spot hoping to save 
the powder, for which he would get a dollar; but just 
Ix^fore he rt'ached the place there was a tremendous 
explosion, and he was covered with dirt and nearly 
snflbcated. He received, however, no serious injury, 
and was for a time the subject of facetious remark. 
48 



About the same time two young men belonging to 
the same mess found a bomb, the fuse of which had 
been somehow extinguished, and thoughtlessly at- 
tempted to open the vent with a piokaxe. Thb rash 
and inconsiderate attempt was fatal to both. A spark 
from the axe reached the powder, and these young 
men were awfully mangled by the explosion. One 
expired immediately, the other survived a few days. 
Soon after this there was a general excitement. In- 
telligence reached us that troops were leaving Long 
Island, and that the British were pressing upon them, 
orders being given for retreat, and New York was 
evacuated. It was the Sabbath, in the last of Au- 
gust or the first of September. The heat was ex- 
treme, the roads were crowdc<l with troops, with men, 
women, and children, together with cattle, goods, and 
chattels, overspread with thick clouds of dust. The 
night following was dark and rainy. I slept under a 
blanket with my captain, who had always treated me 
like a son, according to the promise he made when I 
enlisted. 

'* The next morning, while the oooks were preparing 
breakfast and the soldiers were adjusting their packs 
and cleaning their guns, etc., af\er the rain, alarm- 
guns were heard ; our army was aroused ; the enemy 
were at hand. A detachment of one hundred and 
thirty-six in number, among them my brother, was 
sent (»nt to check the enemy, and in a few hours he 
was on his way to the hospital at West Chester. On 
the same day was the battle of Harlaem Heights. 
Our regiment was near the centre of the line, extend- 
ing from Hudson to East River. The line of battle 
was not far from King*s bridge. The number of 
killed and wounded I do not remember. The sick 
and wounded were taken to the hospital. I visited 
my brother several times. His wound became alarm- 
ing, and his surgeons gave no encouragement. W^e 
both nearly despaired of his restoration. At the 
second or third visit I took charge of a letter to our 
parents, in which he took leave of them and of the 
family, and we took leave of each other. I afterward 
went to the hospital, not knowing whether he was 
among the living, and found him somewhat relieved. 
His body was less swollen; his hop<is of recovery 
revived. Afler this, as far as my memory serves, we 
did not see each other till we met at homo in our 
father*s house. In the autumn of that year I was 
sick, and destined to breathe the polluting, infectious 
air of the hospital, and suffered much for want of 
things comfortable. Having the itch shockingly, 
without the means of getting rid of that loathsome 
disease, and being reduced by other complaints with- 
out the medical aid I required, I thought much of 
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homo and a mother's cares ; but I wa8 a strnnfrcr in a 
strange land. The hospital was extremely filthy, its 
atmosphere pestilential. My case was so much ne- 
glected and my whole frame so diseased and shattered 
that I had serioos apprehensions I should not long 
survive. My term of service expired at the end of 
the year ; I was no longer a soldier. 

*' Finding myself somewhat better, although still 
feeble, I set my face and directed my tottering steps 
towards home. The first day I traveled about throe or 
four miles towards the object of my affection. About 
the third day on my homeward march I reached the 
great road from White Plains to my native home, 
and was providentially overtaken by my captain*s elder 
brother and his waiter. Re had purchased a cheap 
horse before he loft camp, and was homeward bound ; 
but finding mc feeble, unprotected, and solitory, he 
readily dismounted, and allowed me the privilege of 
riding. I rode nearly the whole distance of two hun- 
dred miles. I have no remembrance of my friend's 
riding hye miles till we reached Easton, Mass., his 
native town, and where my oldest brother then lived. 
We often received many a good bit on our way, in 
consequence of the piteous and oft-repeated story my 
friend told of the poor, destitute, and sufTcring fifor 
upon the horse, so that people were kind to us, cheered, 
and comforted us on our way homeward. My parents 
had not heard a word from me afler the battle at Har- 
laem Heights, except that I was there, but in doubt 
what to expect. My brother's letter not reaching 
home, the same doubt existed in regard to him. 
Afler my return from the army I was so reduced in 
strength, my whole frame so dbeased and wrecked, 
that for a long time I was unfit for business. I was 
long exposed to suffering, and unable to labor. I was, 
however, afterwards induced to enlist for six months. 
That I should have again entered the army was a 
mystery. I was stationed at Providence, and after- 
wards at Newport. Gen. Sullivan, who had command, 
intended to gain possession of Newport, then in the 
hands of the British. After quitting the service I 
made up my mind to live at homo and become a farmer. 
But changes and events occurred in our domestic circle 
which greatly affected my condition and prospects. 
(My father died Feb. 2, 1777, aged fifty-six.) My 
brother, as before mentioned, being wounded, was 
probably led by that circumstance to change his pur- 
pose of life. He accordingly fitted for college, and 
entered Harvard in the sumnier of 1779. In the 
course of the revival of 1780 did I first receive my 
religious impressions. At a meeting called by my 
brother my mind was deeply and solemnly impressed. 
r did feel I had some encouraging evidence that God 



in Christ did appeal for mo in mercy. Tlio burden 
of sin which had borne with oppressive weight ui>ou 
my soul was removed, and I think I found peace in 
believing. Calmness, peace, and serenity prevailed iu 
my own mind. Availing myself as I had opportunity 
of the advice and experienoe of neighbors, I had the 
reputation of taking good care of the farm and ren- 
dering it productive. I labored to the extent of my 
strength, and made some improvements by suliduing 
rough parts of the land and building walki. Meeting 
the approbation of my neighbors and family, and see- 
ing the good effect of my labors, I acquired a fondness 
for husbandry, and readily devoted myself to it. 

" I was well satisfied with my condition and sphere 
of life, and had no idea of relinquishing the pursuits 
of agriculture until the spring of 1782. At that 
time I was nfHictcd and diseonragiHl by an injury done 
my arm in making wall. Being young and ambitious, 
1 strained my arm at the elbow. The injury was 
such that it disqualified me from pursuing my favorite 
occupation. I showed my arm to several physicians, 
but received no encouragement. I then made arrange- 
ments fur acquiring an e<lucation, and soon left home 
and placed myself under the instruction of llev. Dr. 
John Jleoil, niiniHtcr of the Wciit PariHh. T purMue<l 
my studies with great diligence, deducting the time 
I was obliged to suspend my studies on account of 
weak eyes. I was not more than a year fitting for 
college. When fitting I often visited the home of 
my childhood and early youth, and reluctantly denied 
myself its endearments. The distance nut being 
more than five or six miles, I could easily walk homo 
Saturday night and return on Monday morning. In 
July, 1783, that being Cambridge commencement, I 
entered college with rather gloomy prospects, — my 
small patrimony, in consequenoe of bad debts and 
fraudulent men, was reduced from five or six hundred 
dollars to a mere trifle ; I had no patron to whom I 
could go for advice, encouragement, and help ; 1 had 
no place I could properly call home ; I had no place 
to call my home through my college studies ; I had 
to make my way through many difficulties. I spent 
most of my vacations at college, where I had good 
opportunity for study, and I defrayed the expenses of 
board by keeping a morning school for misses, by the 
care of college buildings, etc. I kept school nine or 
ten weeks winters. I waited in Common Hall more 
than three years during college life. In justice to 
myself, and for the benefit of others, I can state with 
all the confidence of truth that I passed through col- 
lege without fine or censure, and with a respectable 
literary character. The first year after leaving aA- 
lege I kept a grammar school in Cambridge. The 
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ycnr pamed plcnsnntly, and I found niyscIF in the way 
of iinprovenient. The next year I took charge of the 
library as assistant ; was one of the three who in the 
course of the year prepared the first printed catalogue 
of the college library. The other two were Rev. 
Isaac Smith, the librarian, and Professor Se wall. At 
the coinuicncenient of 1789 I entered the tutorship 
in the Mathematical Department as successor of Mr. 
(aAcrwards Professor and subsequently President) 
Webber. T continued as tutor four years, cnjoyin<; 
enligh toned society in college and in the town and 
vicinity of Cambridge." 

In October, 179H, Mr. Packard was ordained over 
the church in Chelmsford, with the prospect of a 
comfortable and useful ministry, where ho labored 
with conscientious diligence in the work of the min- 
istry eight years, when, receiving an invitation to settle 
at Wiscasset, Me., he asked his dismission, and it was 
granted by a mutual council called July 29, 1802. 
He was installed at Wiscasset, Me., Sept. 8, 1802, 
Professor Toppan, of Cambridge College, preaching 
the sermon. He entered upon his new field of labor 
with a fair pr(»Bpect of comfort and usefulness. When 
he had been in Wiscasset three or four years he was 
invited to take charge of a private school. The school 
was full, and succeeded so well that in the course of 
the year a plan for an academy was in train. A brick 
building was erected, costing four thousand dollars. 
lie kept this academy several years, and his labors in 
it, and his pastoral and ministerial duties), were too 
much for his constitution, and brought on infirmities 
which have been at times troublesome companions. 
His labors at this place were terminated by a mutual 
council in the spring of 1830. Again Providence 
opened for him a smaller field of labor and usefulness 
at Middlesex village, a remote part of his former 
parish in Chelmsford, where were living many of 
those who, as parents or children, had been under his 
preaching thirty years before. It was while residing 
at this place his son, William, then a student of Bow- 
doin College, died, January, 1834. He exercised his 
ministry at Middle}<ex six years, and in the fall of 
183G dissolved his connection with that church. He 
moved to Saco, Me., Nov. 11, 1836. During the re- 
maining years of Mr. Packard's life ho resided at 
Saco, Me., Salem, Mass., and Brunswick, Me., mak- 
ing occasional visits to each and all of his children. 
He took a lively interest in passing events and social 
life, and to the last had a cheerful temperament and 
strong social affections. Ho never secluded himself, 
nor seemed to feel too old to meet and fulfill the claims 
of society upon him. In his eighty-fiflh year he took 
the principal charge of a garden, and in winter he 



used the axe and saw. He participated in all schemes 
for good, mourned with those that mourned, rejoiced 
with those that rejoiced. The passer-by ever met 
him with a kind word or bow. He possessed great 
dignity of bearing and character, combined with ease 
and elegance of manners which adorn the most culti- 
vated society, and an ever-playful, genial humor. 
For nearly fiAy years he was connected with various 
literary institutions, much of the time being engaged 
in training the youth. For seventeen years he was a 
trustee of Bowdoin College, and ten years vice-presi- 
dent of the same, and from the day of his admission 
to the university he was a college man to the close of 
his days, always glowing in college scenes, reminis- 
cences, and attachments. He was the originator of 
the Bible Society in Lincoln County, Me. He died 
April 25, 1849. Agreeable to his own request, his 
remains were conveyed to Wiscasset for interment, 
the place where he had labored twenty years before. 
The funeral took the place of the aOcrnoon service, 
Rev. Dr. Adams, of Brunswick, preaching the sermon. 



** The lost long journey of hifl life now o'er; 
His gentle yoice and olieerfnl itnile no more 
Shall tell the tale of life's uneertain dream ; 
For he is now in heaven, — a higher theme." 

Rev. Joshua Cushman was born 1758 or 1759, 
and resided in North Bridgewater (now Brockton), 
Mass. ; groduatcd at Harvard College in 1787. In 
the early part of the Revolutionary war, at the age 
of seventeen or eighteen, he entered the military ser- 
vice of the United States. A paper found among his 
papers and books contains the following account of 
his services in that war in his own handwriting: 

" I enlisted on the 1st day of April, 1777, un^er 
Caleb King, then in Bridgewater, Mass., and served 
in the Ninth Regiment of the HaHsochusctts lino. 
The field-officers were Col. Wesson, Lieut.- Col. Mel- 
lon, and Maj. Badlam. I was in Capt. Bartlett's 
company. My first rendezvous was at Cambridge, 
near Boston ; then proceeded to Albany ; thence up 
the Mohawk to the Oennan Flats ; joined Arnold's 
iittachnicnt from Qates^s army for the relief of Fort 
Stanviz. After the dispersion of the enemy we 
joined the Northern army, near Stillwater, on the 
Hudson ; thence took ground and encamped on 
Bemis Heights ; was in the decisive battle which led 
to the capture of the British forces in that quarter. 
Afler the surrender of Burgoyne we moved down the 
Hudson to Albany, and thence across the country to 
While Marsh, in Pennsylvania. Ailer facing the 
enemy for a day or two, we went into winter quarters 
at Valley Forge. After the enemy evacuated Phila- 
delphia we moved with the main army under Gates, 
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first to Daobury, then to Hartford, Conn., thcnco to 
Fblikill. There, and in the vicinity of West Point, 
N. Y., I was stationed with the regiment during the 
rest of my term of servioe. I was discharged the 
latter part of March, 1780, having completed the 
term of my engagement lacking a few days, an indul- 
gence obtained through the courtesy of the colonel." 
AfVer leaving the military service, he fitted for col- 
lege, graduated in the same class with Hon. John 
Qttincy Adams, studied theology with llov. Ephraiui 
Briggs, and was ordained as pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church in Winslow, Me., on June 10, 1795, 
at the age of thirty-six, where he remained nearly 
twenty years. At a little later period after his settle- 
ment, he adopted the views of that branch of Con- 
gregational ists called Unitarians. His ordination ser- 
mon was preached by llev. Mr. Whitman, of Pem- 
broke, and the other services of the occasion were 
performed by Rev. Mr. Porter, of Roxbury, Rev. 
Mr. Porter, of Rye, N. H., Rev. Mr. Winthrop, of 
Woolwich, Me., Rev. Mr. Ellis, of Topsham, Me., 
and Rev. Mr. Calef, of Canaan, Me. The church 
where his ordination took place not being large enough 
to contain the audience, a bower was made, covered 
with green boughs and supporteil by twenty pillars, 
interwoven at the sides, and, when filled with people, 
presented quite a unique and picturesque appearance. 
Ader his dismissal from the ministry, which was not 
from any disagreement between him and the parish, 
but from inability to support a minister, he continued 
to preach in that vicinity for a while, but never was 
installed over any society. He soon became an emi- 
nent political man, commencing by representing the 
county of Kennebec in the Senate of Massachusetts 
(of which Maine was then a part) in the political 
year 1810 ; represented the town of Winslow in the 
House of Representatives in 1811 and 1812; was 
elected on the Executive Council of Massaclinsetts, 
but declined the office; in 1819 was elected as rep- 
resentative to Congress from the Kennebec District, 
and after Maine was separated from Massachusetts, in 
1820, he continued in Congress for six consecutive 
years. In 1828 he was again elected from his dis- 
trict to the Senate, and in 1834 again represented his 
adopted town of Winslow in the House, ond this was 
the lust of his public services. ** His course was run, 
his days were numbered." Being, the senior member 
at the opening of the Legislature in January, 1834, 
it became his duty to call the House to order at its 
organisBstion ; but his health being feeble, ho never 
took his seat again in that body. He died at his 
boarding-house Monday morning, Jan. 27, 1834, aged 
seventy-five years. Immediately upon the opening 



of the two branches of the Ix)gislatnre, the Houhs 
voted to adjourn, and the muniborH to wear black 
crape during the remainder of the session as a ninrk 
of respect to the memory of lion. Joshua Ciishiuan. 
And the Senate also adjourned from a regard to his 
services and worth. His funeral was attended by 
the members of both branches of the liCgialature ; 
and, although the snow was extremely deep at the time, 
there was a large gathering, and the duty of follow- 
ing his remains was constH|ueutly fatiguing, lie was 
interred at Augusta, Mo., and a plain marble slab 
erected to his memory, bearing this simple inscription : 
" Our fathers, where are they ?** The Legislature of 
Maine afterwards, however, removed his remains to the 
tomb erected for the burial of those who died in the 
service of the government, and his name was ciigravetl 
on the top of the tomb among tliose who had gone 
before him. He was a good scholar, was imbued with 
Christian and statesmanlike principles, and was a 
respectable speaker. Progress and reform were among 
the leading traits of his mind. The test of time and 
the judgment of men which truly tries the character 
and acts of all has pronounced its verdict , — ** A goo<l 
and faithful servant." 

''Tnuiquil aiuid«t aUriui 
It foand biin on the field, 
A veteran slumbering on his arms, 
Beneath his rod cross shield." 

Ukv. Naphtali Shaw was the son of William 
and Hannah (West) Shaw, bom in North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), June 20, 1764. His ances- 
tors, as far back as he had any knowledge of them, 
were pious people. When a lad he had but little 
time for reading, excepting on the Sabbath, then ho 
read the Bible and religious books. He was relig- 
iously educated, and from such works as he had he 
early received religious impressions which proved of 
the greatest value to him. Of the divine authority 
of the Scriptures he never had a doubt, and ui un 
early period of his life he had determined to make 
them the rule of his faith and practice. At the age 
of fifteen he enlbted in the service as a soldier of the 
Revolutionary war, for a special service at Rhode 
Island, and again the next year, with his two older 
brothers, marched to the call of his country to aid in 
suppressing Shay*s rebellion and a threatened assault 
on one of our maritime places. In all this he did not 
have to engage in battle. He was, however, always 
through life patriotic. When he came back from 
military service the last time, being then seventeen 
years of age, he prevailed upon others in his native 
town to unite with him in purchasing a M)cinl library, 
and the first book he selected was '* Mason on Self- 
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Knowlo(l«2;c/* which ho always thought was of f^roat 
value to him, atid oiio that no person could study 
without profit. AfVer preparation for collej^c, under 
the care of Dr. Crane, a physician of Titicut Parish, 
and Rev. Dr. John Reed, of West Brid^rewater, in 
17SG, at the fkjj^e of twenty-two, he entered Dartmouth 
Colle«;e, Hanover, N. H., where, afU^r applyin*; hiui- 
seir closely to his studies, and aftiT a hard Htru<!^le 
with dilTicuUios :iriHin«!: from liniit^^d means and a now 
s(a(.o orihini>;s in the vicinity of the college, he grad- 
uated with honor in 1790, receiving the bachelor's 
degree. After this he taught school in Easton, Mass., 
and Boston, as an assistant of Mr. Caleb Brigham, an 
instructor of great celebrity. After studying theology 
seven months, he was npprnliated (:is it was then called) 
by the Plymouth Association of Ministers Aug. 1, 
17D2. He pursued the study of theology under the 
care of Rev. Zedekiah Sanger, D.D., of Bridgewater, 
who was in the habit of instructing young men for 
the ministry. Immediately aft«r he was licensed to 
preach, he recu^ived a call to preach at K<Mising(4)n, 
N. H., where they had already heard more than 
twenty candidates. Ho was ordained at that place 
Jan. 30, 1793, as pastor of the Congregational Church, 
then at the age of twenty-nine years. He remained 
in that place till Jan. 13, 1813, when, his health fail- 
ing him, he had to ask his resignation. His ministry 
was paeifio mid useful, peace and harmony were re- 
stored, and the CJiuse of education, morals, and relig- 
ion was promoted. Upon his resigning his p:ist43ral 
labors, his health continued such that he devoted him- 
self to agricultural pursuits. He purchased a farm 
in Bradford, Vt., where he continued during the re- 
maining forty years of his life, giving up preaching 
entirely. In due time he united with the Congrega- 
tional Church in Bradford, Vt., and to the day of his 
death cim tinned a most worthy and exemplary mem- 
ber, highly respected by all who knew him. Although 
an educated man, he was far from being dictatorial 
or overbearing or fault-finding, but habitually exhib- 
ited that meek, humble, and quiet spirit that mani- 
Awted itself in all his actions, and which, in the sight 
of God, is of great price. 

Rkv. TiiKOPiiirjTR Paokard, D.D., was the son 
of Abel nnd Kslher (Porter) Packard, and Was born 
in North Bridgewater (now Brockton), Mass., March 
4, 17G9. When he was five years old he removed 
with his father*s family to Cumraington, Mass., the. 
western part of the State, where he lived until he 
entered Dartmouth College. His early years wore 
spent in working upon his father *s farm. At the age 
»»f twenty-one he began to fit up a farm for himself; 
but, by overtasking his bodily powers, he disabled 



himself in a great degree for that kind of labor. 
Shortly after this his mind became deeply exercised 
on the subject of religion ; and at length so far settled 
that he became a member of the church. Ho began 
now to meditate the purpose of devoting himself to 
the Christian ministry; and, with a view to this, 
commenced his preparation for college under the 
instriiclioii of his pastor, the Rev. James Briggs. 
He entere<l collego in 1792, and graduated in 179(i. 
Immediately after his graduation ho commenced the 
study of theology under the Rev. Dr. Burton, of 
Thetford, Vt., and at the end of six motaths was 
licensed to preach by the Orange Association, to 
which his theological teacher belonged. His first 
labors as a minist^er were among the churches in the 
region in which he was licensed. He went to Shel- 
burne, Mass., to preach as a candidate, early in the 
autumn of 1798. He was ordained on the 20th of 
February, 1799, the sermon being preached by the 
Rev. John Bmerson, of Conway, Mass. The hon- 
orary degree of doctor of divinity was conferred upon 
fiim by Dartmouth College in 1824. Dr. Packard 
continued in sole charge of the church at Shelbame 
until March 12, 1828, when his son Theophilus was 
ordained as his colleague. The charge was given to 
the young pastor by the Rev. Jonathan Qrout, of Haw- 
ley, who had performed the same service in connection 
with his father's ordination twenty-nine years before. 
From this time the father and son continued to sup- 
ply the pulpit alternately till Feb. 20, 1842, when 
Dr. Packard gave notice to his people that he should 
relinquish all pastoral service, and from that time he 
never received from them any compensation. He 
was, however, not dismissed, but retained the pastoral 
relation till his death. During the fourteen years in 
which the two were associated in supplying the Shel- 
burne pulpit, they both labored extensively in desti- 
tute parishes in the neighborhood, and were instru- 
mental, in several instances, in preparing the way for 
a stated ministry. Dr. Packard, having reached the 
age of seventy-three, and finding the infirmities of 
age were rapidly increasing upon him, went, in the 
spring of 184G, to live with a widowed daughter in 
South Doerfield. Here he remained four years, but 
returned to Shelburne in the summer of 1854. His 
last sermon was preached in Deerfield in November, 
1817. He suffered severe injury from a fall upon 
the ice in the early part of January, 1855, and from 
that time was confined to his house, and mostly to 
his bed. He was afflicted by a complication of mal- 
adies, from which, during the last few weeks of his 
life particularly, he experienced intense suffering. 
He died on the 17th of September, 1855. The 
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Franklin Oounty Church Conference and Benevolent 
Anniversaries having been appointed to be held on 
the 18th and 19th, hia funeral took the place of the 
conference ezorcbes on the afternoon of the 19th, a 
very large number of mioidters being in attendance. 
His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Hitchcock, late president of Amherst College. He 
was married to Mary, daughter of Isaac Tirrill, of 
Abington, Mass., Feb. 9, 1800. He had eight chil- 
dren, one of whom, Theophilus, was graduated at 
Amherst College in 1823, and, as has been already 
noticed, was associated with his father in the uiliiistry. 
Mrs. Packard was living in 1856. Dr. Packard, in 
the course of his ministry, instructed thirty-one 
students in theology, all of whom became preachers 
of the gospel. 

Rbv. Jonas Prrkins was the oldest son of Jasiah 
and Anna (Reynolds) Perkins; was born in the 
North Parish of Bridajewater (now Brockton) Oct. 
15, 1790. At the ago of seventeen he commenced 
fitting for college at Phillips Academy, Andover, 
Mass., having from the time of his conversion, at the' 
age of ten, a strong desire to devote himself to the min- 
istry of the gospel. Ho enjoyed the instruction of 
Rev. Mark Newman and John Adams at the acad- 
emy, and when examined for admission to Brown 
University, offered himself as a candidate for ad- 
vanced standing, and was received as a member of the 
Sophomore class. He graduated at this institution 
with distinguished honor in 1813. He immediately 
commenced a course of theological studies under the 
instruction of Rev. Qtis Thompson, of Rehoboth, 
Mass., was licensed by the Mendon Association Oct. 
11, 1814, and was invited to preach as a candidate 
for the Union Society of Weymouth and Braintree, 
at the age of twenty-four. Afler preaching a short 
time, he received a unanimous call to become their 
pastor, which call he accepted, and was ordained 
June 14, 1815. With this society he has labored 
for forty-six years, prosperous, united, and happy, 
and the church under his care has been constantly 
increasing in numbers. At the annual meeting of 
the society, in 1861, he gave them notice that he 
should resign his pastoral charge at his seventieth 
birthday, the 15th of the following October. Ac- 
comingly, he preached his farewell sermon on the 
Sabbath following that day, and by the mutual con- 
sent of pastor and people and approved of a council, 
his official connection with them was dissolved. At 
a meeting of the church and parish which was hold 
soon afler, the following resolutions were passed, 
showing the estimation in which his labors were held 
by them : 



** R€tol»ed, That w« rMOgnlie with d«rout gratitude the 
goodneM of God to thia sooioty in praeerring th« lifo and oon- 
tinaing the lubori of our pastor, Hot. Jonas I'orkins, so many 
yoars. 

** Unolvtd, Thiit tlio union and prusporiiy or tliis oliuroh 
and people during his pastorate tostify to his fldolity and sue- 
cess as a minister of Jesus Christ. 

** /te9otif0d. That we tender our heartfelt tlianlis to him at 
the shepherd of this Uook, Tor his oonstancy and his unwearied 
efforts to promote our spiritual and temporal good. 

" ResuloeUt Tliat while the dissolution of this roUtion awak- 
ens many tender and painrul emotions, wo are comfortod and 
oheered by the thought that he and his belored oom)>anion are 
to s|Mmii the evening of their lire with um, and that wu Khali 
still enjoy tUuir oounsoltf, the light of their oxauiplu, and ihoir 
prayers. 

" RetoheH, That we assure him and his family of our eon- 
tinued respect and lore, and that we fully reciprooate the wish 
expreiseJ ia his farewell discourse, for a mutual ami truly 
Christian remembrance until death." 

RkV. KlJlMlALKT P. OllAVl*H is the SOU of ilov. 

Thomas and Polly (Porter) Crafls ; was born in North 
Bridgewater (now Brockton) Nov. 23, 1800. At an 
early age he, with the rest of the family, removed to 
Middleboro*, where he received his early education ; 
fitted for college with his father ; graduated at Brown 
Univorsiry, Providoncu, II. [., in 18*21 ; Htuditid tho- 
ology at the theological school of Canibridgo, where he 
graduated for the ministry. (Ic was first settled at 
East Bridgewater in 1828, where he enjoyed a happy 
ministry for seven years, and was dismissed at his 
own ro(]uest. After regaining his health, he was in- 
stalled over the First Congregational Church and So- 
ciety at Sandwich, Mass., in 1839, ministering to a 
harmonious and affectionate people for about fifteen 
years. Receiving a dismission, at his request, he re- 
moved to Lexington, Mass., where he has been en- 
gaged in educating young Spanish gentlemen, also 
supplying vacant pulpits in Lexington and vicinity. 

IIbv. Lkvi Packard was the son of Levi and Ruth 
(Snow) Packard, born in North Bridgewater (now 
Brockton), Mass., Feb. 4, 1703. His oarly days were 
spent under the parental roof in the discharge of filial 
and fraternal duty. At the age of fourteen he be- 
came the hopeful subject of renewing grace, and was 
received into the communion of the church in his 
native town. Here he gave himself up to Ood, it is 
believed, with a " purpose of heart to cleave unto 
him,** which was never relinquished. His thoughts 
were early turned towards the Christian ministry, 
and he longed to devote himself to the work of 
preaching that gospel which he had found so precious ; 
but his circumstances were unfavorable, and for sev- 
eral years he endured a painful mental oonflicc on the 
subject. Still he urged the anxious inquiry, *' Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?*' cherishing the hopo 
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from year to year tliat the Saviour whom ho loved 
wutiKl yet permit him, as aii under shepherd, tu feed 
his lambs. Having at length attained his majority, 
he felt at liberty to devote the avails of his personal 
labor to (he object which lay nearest his heart, and 
which ycara of doubt and diflicuhy had but rendered 
more atid more dear to him. Flis preparation for 
college was retarded by the expedients which he was 
constrained to adopt for defraying its expenses ; but 
at length, at the age of twenty-eight, his efforts and 
sacrifices were rewarded, and he graduated with the 
highest honors at Brown University. He then con- 
tinued his theological studies under private instructors, 
and after having preached temporarily in several 
plain^H, ho w:iH ordained at Spencer, MasH., the llth 
day of June, J82G. A ministry of twenty-seven 
years in that place leaves but little need of any testi- 
mony to his personal or official character. Ho had 
learned the truths of the gospel experimentally, and 
lie preached them in a corresponding manner. He 
preached plainly, directly, alToctiunately, unreservedly, 
practically. Though he sought not literary distinc- 
tion, or the gratification of intellectual pride, he was 
not wanting in originality of thought ; he was not a 
retailer of other men's ideas ; his sermons were his 
own, — the fruits of his own inquiry, solemn medita- 
tion, and earnest prayer. He shunned no subject on 
account of its difficulty or its unpopularity, but aimed 
to declnro the whole counsel of Uod. The cross was 
over pnmiinent in the religious instruction which ho 
gave ; yet, while determined not to know anything 
among his people save Jesus Christ and him crucified, 
be ever remembered that the object of the Lord's 
coming was to destroy the works of the devil, and that 
the gospel develops and enforces principles and rules 
of action applicable to all the relations, obligations, 
and interests of social life. While desirous that every 
sermon should have a Saviour in it, he endeavored to 
give each doctrine and precept of revealed religion its 
place and proportion in the Christian system. 

Not constitutionally inclined to controversy, ho 
opposed error, not so much by direct attack as by 
giving his hearers an opportunity to detect it for 
themselves in the light of the truth which shone 
upon it. Against every violation of divine law, 
whether in the private walks of life or in the high 
places of public authority, by individuals or commu- 
nities, he bore his honest and fearless testimony, 
esteeming it comparatively a light thing to be judged 
of man's judgment, and mainly anxious to be free 
from ** the blood of all men," even should his faith- 
fulness as a reprover provoke the displeasure of those 
whohc friendship he most highly valued, and whom 



ho was most reluctant to offend. At length h< 
having received the impression that he could no 
longer be useful as a pastor — resolved that for their 
good he would seek employment in some other vine- 
yard. His pastoral attachment, however, still survived, 
making a request ** that his last sennon to them should 
bo from his silent lips, and that his dust might lie 
among those with whom he had taken sweet counsel, 
and with whom he hoped to meet in the sanctuary 
above." Mr. Packard was not long allowed to re- 
main idle. He was dbmissed from his people in 
Spencer in September, 1853, and was settled over 
the Congregational Church in Woonsocket, R. I., in 
December of the same year. Plere he labored about 
one year. From that time he gradually failed, 
through the withering power of pulmonary disease, 
until his death, which took place at Stafford Springs, 
Conn., Jan. 11, 1857. The most remarkable charac- 
teristic of Mr. Packard may be designated as honesty. 
In whatever he said or did he was sincere, frank, and 
guileless. No one could hear him preach without 
coming to the conclusion that he felt what he said. 
There was no room for suspicion, and for simplicity of 
character he may be considered as a model ; and during 
all his last long sickness, says one who was seldom 
absent from his bed of languishing, " ho has given us 
a bright pattern of patience and quiet submission to 
his lieiivenly Father's will." 

"Sorvatit of OlirisI, woU doiiol 
rrn'iRo bo tliy dow omploj; 
AimI wliilo eternal ages run, 
Uc8t in thj 8aTioar*8 joy." 

Rev. Austin Cary was the son of James and Han- 
nah (Wales) Cary ; born in North Bridgewater (now 
Brockton), Oct. 1, 1809. His early life was marked 
with amiableness and morality, and as is usual with 
children of pious parents, ho was from his early years 
the subject of serious impressions. The first he dis- 
tinctly remembered was when he was about seven 
years old ; but, as he advanced in youth, he left the 
Sabbath-school, as is the dangerous custom of many 
lads when they begin to approach manhood. From 
that time, though extremely fond of reading, he neg- 
lected the Bible and lost all relish for it. He also, 
for the pleasure of showing what ho could say, and of 
provoking discussion, allowed himself to advance ob- 
jections against its divine origin. As the result, he 
became skeptical, and ultimately an atheist, entirely 
callous to religious impressions. "His recovery from 
this state was peculiar and striking. Returning home 
late at night, he had fallen asleep in the wagon, as ho 
was wont to do when thus kept abroad by business, 
liis thoughts had not been turned to the subject of 
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Ood'9 ezistenoe, or atij kindred Riibjcct, citlior then 
or for Honio liino before. Tlie niglit wuh cloudy. Ah 
lie iiwoke and looked on the dim objectM about him, a 
strong and instantaneous impression was on his mind, — 
'* There is a God. He keeps myself and everything 
in being ; he is here, he is everywhere.*' This sudden 
and abiding convietion he nsoribed to the Spirit of 
Ood. From that time he became the subject of fre- 
quent religions impressions. He re-entered the Sab- 
bath-school now as a teacher ; but the employment 
only made him wretched by conscious unfitness. 
These occasional impressions and periods even of 
wretchedness he concealed. In this state he con- 
tinued about two years ; at the end of this time, and 
near the close of a protracted meeting, he finally and 
forever gave his heart to Christ, and openly avowed 
himself his disciple. Soon afler this, in the spring 
of 1832 and in the twenty-third year of his age, ho 
began fitting for college with the hope of entering the 
ministry. In 1833 he entered Waterville College, 
Me., from which, in the Sophomore year, he removed 
to Amherst, where he graduated with honor in 1837. 
The same year he entered the Theological Seminary 
at East Windsor, Conn., where he completed his 
theological course in 1840. lie soon afior rooiHved 
calls from three churches. lie accepted that from 
Sunderland, where he was ordained Nov. 11, 1840. 
Here he labored with great fidelity and success. He 
enjoyed two special revivals in 1843 and 1849, and 
one hundred and thirty-six were added to the church 
during his ministry. 

In the autumn of 1849 it pleased Ood to send dis- 
tressing sickness on all the members of his family, 
which interrupted his public labors. The last time 
he preached, he went from the bedside of his wife, 
then scarcely expected to recover, and preached ex- 
temporaneously from these words : " We all do fade 
as a leaf." His last public act was on a Sabbath sub- 
sequent to his last sermon, when he left his sick 
family long enough to baptise six children. As his 
family became slightly better, worn out himself with 
fatigue and anxiety, he was attacked by hemorrhage 
from the lungs, followed by three similar attacks. 
He became, however, more comfortable, and his phy- 
sician entertained the hope that, afler a few months, 
he might be restored to a measure of comfortable 
health ; but a typhoid fever set io, and he died soon 
after, on Tuesday, Nov. 27, 1849, at ten o'clock p.m., 
aged forty years, afler a ministry of nine years. He 
was remarkably winning in his manners, speedily se- 
curing the interest of a stranger, which was usually 
increased and consolidated into friendship by further 
acquaintance. He was always modest and unassum- 



ing; he was ardent in his foolingM, firm and truitt- 
worthy in his friendshipH ; ho was social, frank, and 
generous above all shadow of meanness ; ho was emi- 
nently manly, and remarkably unselfish. Before ex- 
periencing religion, he was becoming more and moro 
absorbed in the love of money ; he was bent upon 
being rich, but grace had effected a complete triumph 
over this ; his heart was not set on property ; money 
flowed from him freely for every good object, lie 
was firm in his decisions, and in the least as well as 
the greatest matter, where principle was at stake, ab- 
solutely inflexible, and yet he maintained his convic- 
tions and carried through his purposes with such 
suavity that they who yielded to his decision seemed 
almost to suppose that he had yielded to them. He 
possessed sound judgment and strong common sense. 
With all his warmth of feeling, he had gri'^it self- 
oontrol ; and few, if any, have seen him thrown off 
his guard by even a momentary passion. He had 
immense energy, and what he undertook he would at 
all hazards accomplisih, and this, with his scrupulous 
fidelity, caused any matters pcrtuining to the intercsto 
of the church which were intruhteil t4> him to l>e dono 
sea84)nably and thoroughly, and in whatever he un- 
dert'Ook he was aluimt riHiklcMly unsparing of hinituilf. 
His own convenience, interests, time, and health 
seemed literally the last thing he ever thought of. 
Hence he was led unquestionably to an unjustifiable 
excess of labor, which the remonstrances of friends 
were inadequate to restrain, and which brought him 
to an untimely end. As a preacher and writer he 
had ability, as his prize tract on dancing, and his re- 
port on the desecration of the Sabbath show. Ilis 
peculiar characteristic was unction ; he was a son of 
consolation rather than a Boanerges ; a John rather 
than a Peter. He spoke to the heart, and the pecu- 
liar warmth of his soul glowed in his sermons and 
melted the heartji of his hearers. Ah a (/lirintian, ho 
was unusually spiritual. Ho spoke of " free and con- 
fiding intimacy with God in Christ, and comparing 
the Christian to a little child flinging his arms around 
his parentis neck, and affectionately whispering his 
wants in his ear.*' 

As a pastor, he felt an absorbing interest in his 
people. In his last hours any reference to the in- 
terests of the church seemed to arouse him when 
nothing else would. He was one of the most active 
in fonning and executing plans to promote the general 
interests of the churches in the county ; and few men 
of nine years' standing in the ministry had been 
called on so many councils, or had so great an in- 
fluence in them. The following epitaph is on his 
gravestone : 
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" Hfn uniform Cliristiati doporimoni, hin xcnl, fldoliiy. And 
RHiVCfv in tho enxwn nmiriiit, liavo cnpravon h\n nioinorial ini- 
poritliably upon tho hearts of those wlio know him. 

" Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when he cometh, 
shall find so doing." 

Rkv. Zaciiauiaii Howard was the son of Robert 
and Abigail (Snell) Howard ; born in North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), May 21, 1758. For a short 
time lie waH a soldier in tho Revolutionary army; 
graduated at Harvard College in 1784; settled in 
the ministry as sueeessor of Rev. Samuel Dunbar, 
over the First Church in Stoughton,' 1787, where he 
died in 1806, leaving no children. His widow died 
at Canton, March 11, 1856, aged ninety-five years. 

Rkv. Natiianikl Walks was the son of Thomas 
and Polly (Hobart) Wales; born in North Bridgewater 
(now Brockton), April 2, 1793 ; studied theology at 
Bangor Theological Seminary ; settled in the ministry 
at Belfast, Me., Sept. 26, 1827. At the time of 
his entering the ministry the church over which he 
was settled was supporte<l ]>arlly by niis.sionary aid, 
and was in a neighborhood where he met with an 
unusual op|H)si(ion from those who diflered from him 
in their belief. They were unusually hostile to the 
faith his churcli professed. The wealth, fashion, and 
influence of the place were arrayed against its young 
men, who were early taught not to frequent their 
house of worship. Seldom has a church sprung up 
with such a strong op|M)Hi(ion as the one over which 
he was placed. To breast this influence and make 
progress agiiinst it they needed a man of strength of 
mind and moral courage. In Mr. Wales the church 
found such a man. He, having entered the ministry 
late in life, had the advantage of mature years. He 
had no fear of man ; for, having been called of God 
to preach tho everlasting gospel, he shunned not to 
declare the counsel of God, however received by men. 
He wannly embraced the " faith once delivere<l to the 
sainti^,** — the faith of the Pilgrim fathers, — not doubt- 
ing that its faithful exposition and enforcement were 
God's appointed means of spiritual profit. His was no 
time-serving policy ; he had not learned that to win 
souls the ofTonsive features of divine truth must be 
ignored (»r kept out of sight. 

As a s|)eaker, Mr. Wales was bold, emphatic, and 
impn^sive. Ho gnisped the truth with a strong 
hand, and sent it forth on its mission all glowing with 
the ardor of his own intense feeling. His honest pur- 
poses, his ardent desire to do good savingly, to bless 
those to whom he ministered, could not be doubted. 
He sought to make his influence tell upon tho eternal 

1 Thiil |M>rti(in of iSioiij^lilon wlioro this chiiruh is looiiloil was 
incorponitcd into a (own by tho name of Canton, Feb. 2.1, 1707. 



well-being of his people. He was abundant in labor, 
preaching much in the surrounding towns, striving to 
win and save wherever he went. He was an earnest 
student, an able preacher, a faithful pastor, cheerfully 
spending and being spent, that he might enlarge the 
boundaries of the Redeemer's kingdom, and bring 
glory to Him on whom all his own hopes reposed ; 
nor did he labor in vain. While his ministry was 
too brief to reap large results, ho still made an im- 
pression on the community in favor of the true gospel 
and a faithful ministry, whose influence is felt to this 
day ; so that the once feeble church has, under his 
and his successors' instrumentality, gathered courage 
and strength till it has grown to be one of the able 
chundics of that vicinity. In stature Mr. Wales was 
above the medium ; he had a manly countenance and 
dignified bearing ; the sight of him inspired respect. 
In the warm season of 1828, while returning home 
from a public meeting, he took a severe cold, which 
fastened upon his lungs and brought on consumption. 
His disease baflled medical skill and tho most assidu- 
ous care. He gradually declined till, on the 20th 
day of January, 1829, he sunk peacefully to rest, and 
a rising light was thus early quenched. His early 
death was one of those mysterious providences that 
try the faith, and one which was sincerely mourned 
by the people of his charge and by numerous friends. 
" Blessed arc the dead who die in the Ijord." " The 
memory of the just is blessed." Says one who was 
an intimate friend, — 

" My recollections of Mr. Wales are very pleasant, 
and I cherish great respect for his memory, and as 
being a man of more than ordinary power." 

Rev. Matthew Kingman is the son of Eliphalet 
and Zilpha (Edson) Kingman ; bom in Brockton, 
Feb. 24, 1807. He was engaged in early life in 
(<>aeliing school ; studied theology at Qilmanton, 
N. H.; was aflerward agent of that institution for 
one year; was ordained in the ministry June 26, 
1845, at Bethel, Vt. ; dismissed from there April 19, 
1854 ; was installed pastor of the First Congregational 
Church in Charlemont, Mass., June 6, 1854. While 
preaching at Bethel, the degree of Master of Arts 
was conferred upon him. 

Thomas JEFrsiisoN Snow was the son of Jona- 
than and Huldah Snow; born Feb. 21,1802, in that 
part of North Bridgewater (now Brockton) called 
Northwest Bridgewater, or West Shares (now Brock- 
ton Heights). He had early in life acquired a fond- 
ness for books, and his parents, discovering that he 
had more than ordinary thinking powers and a desire 
for beaming, decided to give him a collegiate educa- 
tion ; ho fitted for college under the tuition of Dr. 
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Caleb Swan, of Easton, Mass., and Thomas Tolman, 
Esq., of Canton, Mass.; ho ontercd Brown Univer- 
sity, Providence, R. I., a year in advance, and gradu- 
ated in 1825, with the usual honors. His natural 
inclinations were of a literary order. He never pub- 
lished works of any kind, but was frequently em- 
ployed to deliver lectures. The most uf hb life was 
spent in teaching, with the exception of three years. 
He was a very successful teacher. He was first prin- 
cipal of Hiiij^ham Academy ; afterwards principid of 
Franklin High School, in Nantucket, Mass.; he then 
accepted the principalship of the Milton Acuduniy, 
Milton, Mass., where he taught six years, and was 
elected honorary member of Harvard College. This 
position he resigned for the purpose of removing 
West, which was in 1835, when he moved to Michi- 
gan City, in the northern part of Indiana; from 
thence he removed to Kentucky, where he resided 
twelve years, teaching and educating his sons ; but 
fearing to have his sons brought up and coming 
under the influence of slavery, he removed to Illinois 
in 1851. He opened a school the same year in Pe- 
oria, where he taught till his death, Oct. 6, 1851, aged 
forty-nine years. He was buried in the Masonic 
Cemetery with the honors of that order. He held 
the office of Royal Arch Mason. lie lofl a wife and 
seven children to mourn his loss as a kind friend, a 
good teacher, and good counselor; he was a warm 
receiver and firm advocate of the doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem Church. His eldest son. Hector 0. 
Snow, was formerly professor in Shelby ville College ; 
also professor in the commercial colleges, Chicago, 
and is now principal of the Tazewell High School, 
Tazewell County, III. ; his second son, Orin T. Snow, 
is principal of Batavia High School, Kane County, 
III. ; Croyden P. Snow is principal of the Second 
District Grammar School, Peoria, III. ; Herman W. 
Snow was a teacher in the last-named school for seven 
years, when he resigned to enter u|)on the profession 
of law, and is now settled in Peoria, III., attorney-at- 
law, member of Peoria bar. 

Rev. Samuel Fuller Dike is the son of Samuel 
and Betsey (Burrill) Dike; was born in North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), March 17, 1815 ; fitted for col- 
lege under the instruction of Rev. Daniel Huntington, 
and at the Weymouth and Braintree Aotidemy, Samuel 
T. Worcester instructor, and the Bridgewatcr Acad- 
emy, Hon. John Shaw instructor; entered Brown 
University, Providence, R. I., in 1834 ; graduated in 
1838; was a preceptor of Yarmouth Academy, Yar- 
mouth Port, Mass., one and a half years; studied 
theology with Rev. Thomas Worcester, of Boston ; 
completed his studies for the ministry in 1840 ; was 



ordained as minister of the New Jerusalem Church 
at the session of the Oenenil Convention of Now 
Jerusalem Churches, at Philadelphia, June 7, 1840, 
by Rev. Thomas Worcester, of Boston ; commenced 
preaching as a candidate in Bath, Me., June 14, 1840. 
At the end of the same year he received a call to settle 
with the society where he now labors ; this call he 
accepted, and was duly installed Sunday, Oct. 10, 
1841. He has continued his labors of love to that 
church and society to the present time. On the Sab- 
bath, June 13, 1847, he was made an ordaining min- 
ister of the New Jerusalem Churcli(») by the (Icneral 
Convention holden in the city of New York. He 
has been president of the Maine and New Hampshire 
Association of the New Jerusalem Churches for nearly 
twenty years; also superintendent of the public schools 
of Bath for over twenty years, from 1847. 

Frkdeiiigk CiiAFTs, A.M., was the son of Rev. 
Thomas and Polly (Porter) Crafts, born June 5, 1797. 
In early life he resided in the West Parish of Mid- 
dleboro', Mass., of which his father was pastor ; he 
fitted for college at Pierce Academy, Middleboro* ; 
graduated at Brown University, Providence, R. I., in 
1816; studied law, and was admitted to the bar of 
Plymouth County. He soon lefl the practice of law, 
and after teaching at Boston, Taunton, and other 
places was appointed principal of the Bridge water 
Academy, where he remained till 1861, when he re- 
signed. He was a resident of Bridgewater at the 
time of his death. 

Deacon Heman Paokard, born in North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton) about 1 800 ; was the son of licvi 
and Ruth (Snow) Packard; resided in that town teach- 
ing school for many years ; at length, his health being 
such that he could not reside in the northern climate, 
he engaged in traveling as colporteur ; for four years 
he distributed tracts up and down the Mississippi 
among the flatboat- and rafls-men coming down tho 
river. In the year 1842 he was ap|M)inted c(»lporteur 
for the American Bible Society in the city of New 
Orleans, afterwards receiving the agency of the 
Southwest Bible Society and American Sunday-School 
Union, also of the Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
He was a warm-hearted, devoted Christian man, whose 
whole aim and purpose seemed to be devoted to doing 
good, cheerfully giving of his time and substance to 
that object. He lefl his native town about tho year 
1838 or 1840, having spent about twenty years in his 
labor of love. He died Jan. 12, 1858, at New Orleans. 

At a meeting of the Bible Society, held at Now Or- 
leans on the day of his death, resolutions were passed 
expressive of the sorrow for the friends of the departed, 
also, *' that in his death the society has lost one of its 
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l>cst and truest friciuls and servants. So Ion<; as ho 
lived we always felt that it had the caniost, laithful, 
effectual, and fervent prayers of a righteous man 
ascending to the throne of God*8 grace in its hehalf." 

Rev. Abel Kingman Packard is the son of 
Deacon Simeon and Harmony (Kingman) Packard ; 
was horn in North Bridgewater (now Brockton) March 
19, 1823 ; became a member of the First Congrega- 
tional Church in Brockton, Nov. 6, 1836 ; graduated 
at Phillips Academy, Andover, August, 1841 ; en- 
tered Amherst College the same year, and graduated 
Aug. 14, 1845 ; became principal of an academy at 
Millbury, Mass., where he remained two years ; grad- 
uated at Andover Theological Seminary, Andover, 
Ma.HR., Sept. 4, 1850 ; was a resident licentiate and 
student one year ; was ordained pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church at Yarmouth, Mass., Dec. 16, 1851 ; 
was dismissed, at his own request, Oct. 17, 1859, and 
removed immediately to Minnesota ; supplied the Con- 
gregational Church at St. Anthony six months, during 
the absence of their pastor, and wtis installed pastor 
of the church at Anoka, Minn., Juno 14, 1800, where 
he now resides. 

Rev. Lysandeh Dickerman is the son of Ly- 
man and Vienna (Sproat) Dickerman ; born in North 
Bridgewater (now Brockton), June 8, 1825; began 
a preparatory course of study with the Rev. Paul 
Couch, of that town ; entered Phillips Academy, 
Andover, M:iss., under the care of Samuel 11. Taylor, 
LL.D. In the autumn of 1847 he entered the 
Freshman Clitss of Brown Univcr.sity, Providence, 
R. I., and graduated in 1851 ; was principal of 
Rockingham Academy, Hampton Falls, N. H., two 
years; entered the Theological Seminary, Andover, 
Mass., in 1853, and graduated in 1856. And on 
leaving the seminary, his health being poor, he was 
not Htittletl till April 29, 1858, when ho was ordained 
and installed pastor of the Congregational Church in 
Qloucester, Mass. ; was dismissed by an ecclesiastical 
council from the pastorate of that church Jan. 19, 
1860, and was installed as pastor over the Congrega- 
tional Church and Society in Weymouth, where Rev. 
Jonas Perkins had preached for forty-six years, Jan. 
17, 18G1. 

Rev. Zen as P. Wild was born in North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), Oct. 16, 1818; united with 
the church under the care of Rev. John Dwight, at 
Campello, Mass., 1837; fitted for college at Pierce 
Academy, Middleboro* ; became a member of the 
Baptist Church at North Randolph, Mass., and was 
there licensed to preach ; afterwards studied theology 
at Thomaston and Water ville, Me., also with Rev. K, 
B. Smith, D.D., of New Hampton, N. H., and Rev. 



John Newton Brown, D.D., graduating in 1844. He 
then received an invitation to preach at Union ville 
(now Ashland), Mass., where he was ordained in 
March, 1845. With this people he remained two 
years, laboring with great success, large numbers 
being added to the list of church members. He next 
became pastor of the Baptist Church in Marblehead, 
Mass., remaining there two years. Receiving a call 
to settle with the Baptist Church in Rowley, Mass., 
he remained with them three years, with satisfactory 
results ; was pastor of the Baptist Church in Billerica, 
Mass., two years ; since then settled at West Boylston, 
Mass. ; from thence he removed to New York, where 
he labored as pastor for four years, when, his health 
failing, he resigned the office of pastor and received 
an appointment from the City Tract Society as city 
missionary April, I860, whore he now resides. 

Rev. Azariau B. WueelerIs the sonof Beriah 
and Lucy Wheeler, of East Haddam, Conn. ; bora 
March 23, 1817. He pursued his academic studies 
at the E:\st lladdam Academy ; was ordained in the 
ministry in 1840. AH^r preaching in various places, 
he Wiis stationed at Brockton as pastor of the Second 
Methodist Episcopal Church in April, 1851. He 
has held several public offices ; at one time was presi- 
dent of the North Bridgewater Loan Fund Associa- 
tion. In 1855 he was a representative to the General 
Court from North Bridgewater. In 1856 was senator 
from Plymouth County, also a member of the Fremont 
Electoral College. 

Rev. Adelheiit Fuanklin Keith is the son of 
Franklin and Betsy (Bailey) Keith, born in Cam- 
pello Aug. 2, 1841. Ailer usual studies in the schools 
of his native village, Mr. Keith fitted for college io 
the North Bridgewater Academy, and became a clerk 
for three years in the Treasury Department at Wash- 
ington ; afterward stutlied theology in the seminary at 
Hartford, Conn., graduating in 1870 ; settled in Wind- 
ham, Conn., from 1870-1875; in Danielson ville, 
Conn., 1875-1877 ; in North Providence, 1877-1884. 

Professor Henry Bradford Nabon, son of 
Elias and Susanna (Keith) Nason, of Campello, was 
born June 22, 1831 ; fitted for college at Adelphian 
Academy at Brockton and Williston Seminary, East 
Hampton, Mass. ; graduated at Amherst College in 
1855, and Gottingen in 1857; and, after extensive 
study in this and foreign countries, became manager 
of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute of Troy, 
N. Y. He is also a skillful chemist, as well as 
author. 

Hon. Ot[8 Cary, son of James and Hannah 
(Wales) Cary, was born in Brockton June 14, 1804. 
He has been a very active and successful business 
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man, engaged in the manufactare of iron castings 
and foundry busineati. He has been selectman of 
Foxboro' for several years, and represented that town 
in the IiCgislntaro in 18()0 and 18HI ; senator from 
Norfolk County in 18G3~64, justice of the peace 
since 1852, president of Savings- Bank in Foxboro*, 
also of the Loan Fund Association, and vice-president 
of the Norfolk County Agricultural Society. 

Anoasras T. Jones, A.M., was bom in North 
Bridgcwater (now Brockton), May 21, 1832 ; fitted 
for college at Adclphian Academy and at Phillips 
Academy, Andover, Mass. ; entered Amherst College 
September, 1854, where he remained two years ; en- 
tered junior class at Yale College, New Haven, Conn., 
September, 1856, and graduated in July, 1858; had 
the degree of Master of Arts conferred upon him in 
1802 ; was principal of high hcIkniI at Willinmsburgh, 
Mass., from 1860 to 1862; began to publish the 
North BridgewcUer Gazette in September, 1863, of 
which he was publisher and editor till Sept. 1, 1884. 
He has also been postmaster of Brockton. 

Heman Packard De Forest^ is the son of Isaac 
and Jane Baker (Packard) Packard, born Aug. 20, 
1839. After receiving the usual common-school 
education in his native school district, at the age of 
fifleen he entered the North Bridgewater Academy, 
which had then been in existence but a short time; 
commenced fitting for college in the fall of 1856 ; 
graduated at Yale College in July, 1862 ; entered 
Yale Theological Seminary in September, 1863. Mr. 
De Forest is now an Orthodox clergyman ; was in- 
stalled at Westboro*, Mass., Aug. 10, 1871. 

S. D. Hunt was born in Sudbury, Mass., June 8, 
1823; son of Sewall Hunt; received his education 
at the academies in Derry, N. H., and Framingham, 
Mass. ; taught high school at Concord, Mass., eight 
years, ending 1854 ; removed to North Bridgewater 
(now Brockton), and established the North Bridge- 
water Academy in 1855. 
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BENJAMIN KINUMAN. 

Benjamin Kingman was the third son of Seth and 
Judith (Washburn) Kingman. Ho was born in the 
North Parish of the old town of Bridgewater, now 
Brockton, Dec. 3, 1793, and, like most men in his 

^ Tbo nain« of Do Forost U an adoptod aame ia honor of 
David 0. De Forest, who had left a sum of monoy to Yalo Col- 
lego to be appropriated to the eduoation of thoso who should 
adopt bif name. ^ 



day, worked upon the old homestead farm, which ho 
af^rwards owned, situated in what is well known as 
the Kingman neighborhood, on Summer Street, in the 
easterly section of the city of Unnikton. Bt^Kidi^ the 
service rendered to his father on the farm during the 
summer season, he with his brothers spent their 
leisure time during the days and long winter evenings 
by hammering and making wrought nails, then the 
only nail used which were all made by hand. At the 
age of seventeen years he oommcnccil his apprentice- 
ship with Josiah Perkins, nc«'ir his house, to learn 
the blacksmith trade. Upon arriving at the age of 
twenty-one, he embarked in trade, keeping a variety 
store in the house now standing at the corner of 
Main and Chestnut Streets, formerly the residence 
of the late Isaac Keith, in Campello. He afterwards 
removed his htiHincss to the stiiro at the C4»rnor of 
Main and Belmont Streets, now oocupie<l by Hotel 
Belmont. 

While engaged in trade at the latter place, about 
1821, the year of the incorporation of the town of 
North Bridgewater (now Brockton), he commenced 
the manufacture of shoes for the wholesale trade, and 
was one of the earliest manufacturers in this city. 
During the winter season he would go to Savannah, 
Qa., to sell his goods, where he had a store, and at 
the time of the great fire, in which a large portion of 
the city was destroyed, his was the only one in his 
section that was saved. He afterwards spent one win- 
ter in Cuba, West Indies, selling his goods. 

In 1812 he was a member of Capt. Nehemiah 
Lincoln's company of militia, and was c:illod to do 
duty at Plymouth. His widow now draws a pension 
for the same. He was the first person engaged in the 
sale of lumber in the town. He opened a lumber- 
yard on the land now occupied by the brick dwelling- 
house of the late Hon. Edward South worth, on Main 
Street. He was also engaged in building houses on 
contract. When the third meeting-house was erected, 
in 1827, Mr. Kingman was the most active member 
of the building committee, and was the agent to carry 
out all the plans in removing the old church and 
building the new, and at the dedication of the same 
he was on the committee of arrangements. Aug. 10, 
1835, he was appointed agent to build the parsonage 
house for the First Congregational Church, which 
stood on the spot now occupied by ** Perkins* Brick 
Block." 

In 1833, in company with Bela Keith, Esq., Mr. 
Kingman built the public-house, which was the only 
one in the city for a long time, and recently destroyed 
by fire, at the corner of Main and School Streets, now 
occupied by ** Wtushburn's Block." Ho was the first 
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proprietor, where lie remnincd but ii few years. At 
niiotlier time lie beciiuie joint owucr oC tlic public- 
liouse now known :is the Ilyland House, in Bridge- 
water. 

Jn ail the walks of private and daily life, Mr. King- 
wan was liiglily respected as a citizen, unostentatious, 
<|uiot, honest, and decided, lie Wiis possessed of an 
active mind, and was very coniniunicative to others 
and hi<;hly enjoyed life, fond of society, and felt a 
deep interest in all the great topics of the day. A 
person of excellent judgment, calm and considerate 
in ail of his movements, his conduct was prudent 
and discreet, and in public affairs over reliable. He 
seldom took part in the strife of political life, except- 
ii'^Oi* a voUt, but wits always firm as a Whig and 
unwavering as a Republican. 

That he enjoyed the full confidence of his fellow- 
citizens may be seen in his having frequently been 
called to fill offices of trust and responsibility. 
He was prominent in ail the public affairs of his 
native town, and filled nearly all the offices in the 
gift of the town. He was one of the selectmen, 
overseers of the poor, represented the town in the 
Massachusetts Legislature, and for upwards of thirty 
years was a deputy sheriff for the county of Plym- 
outh. He was one of the first directors of the Ran- 
dolph and Bridgewater Railroad corporation, now 
merged into, and forming a portion of, the present 
Old Colony Railroad Company. At the time of the 
incor|H>ration of the first bank of discount in the 
city, Mr. Kingman was the chief promoter and 
organizer, and became one of its directors. At the 
time of his death he was an agent and director of the 
Hingham Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 

Although Mr. Kingman never made any public 

\^ ))rofc8sion of religion and belonged to no particular 

■ denomination, yet there wiis no ))erson more devoted 

to the interests of and success in the First Parish 

than he. In his early life, and almost to the close, he 

. was a regular attendant on the public services of the 

sanctuary, and bad a deep interest in its prosperity. He 

was the principal man in maintaining tlie legal rights 

of the parish, in ctmrt and out, during the long term 

that the name was in litigation ; and in the settlement 

of all matters pertaining to the same, where there 

were any difiierenees, he was the leading spirit. He 

was the principal in building and completion of the 

present elegant meeting-house, erected in 1854. 

Mr. Kingman passed peacefully away from the 
scrii(*8 of earth on the I3th of April, 1870, at the 
age of seventy-seven years. 

II is interest in the parish matters as a public officer 
cea.sed by his resignation. May 14, 1860, upon the 



reception of which the society passed the foUowing 
resolutions, which wo find on their records : 

" WiiKRKAB, by the resignation of Benjamin Kingmao, in tlie 
offioe of Chairman of the Standing Committee of thii parish, 
after having filled the same for a long series of joars, and 
therein acted a prominent part in our history as a parish, we, 
the mombors of the Parish, are led to consider the energy, the 
largo oxpcrioiioo, the sound judgment, and the public spirit 
which he has manifested in the discharge of the duties of that 
olfico; now, therefore, 

" RennhrAl, That his services in said office are entitled to our 
grateful aeknowledgments. and thai we deem it a just and 
proper act, as well as a pleasant one, to place upon the record 
this testimonial of our appreciation of those services and of the 
benefits resulting to us therefrom. 

"JOIIATIIAII WniTK. 

" JoifAS R. Prrkins, 
"William P. Bhktt, 

" Committee," 



UBNRY SOUTIIWORTH. 

The Southworth family is one of the most ancient 
in the commonwealth. Widow Alice Southworth 
having arrived at Plymouth in the ship **Ann,'* 
August, 1623. Her two sons arrived in 1628, and 
both became distinguished men in the Old Colony. 
The widow married Qovemor William Bradford. 
The line of descent to the subject of our memoir is 
as follows: Constant, Edward, Edward, Peres, and 
Martin, who was born Jan. 2, 1788, and married Ruth 
Packard Nov. 11, 1811, and had four children, of 
whom Henry was the third. 

Henry Southworth was born in North Bridge- 
water, Jan. 12, 1820. He was always a resident of 
this place, as his father was before him, and was 
noted all through life for his sterling integrity, hon- 
esty of purpose, and bis high standing as a man and 
a citizen. He was a man of few words, but of sound 
judgment, and he will be long remembered by those 
with whom he Wiis accustomed to associate. In early 
life he followed the trade of a shoemaker, but at the 
age of thirty, aA«r a short connection with a store at 
Factory Village (now Salisbury Square), he entered 
the employ of the late William F. Brett, a prominent 
merchant in this place, with whom he remained sev- 
cnd years. In 1801, just after the breaking out of 
the liebcllion, Mr. Southworth went into partnership 
with E. 0. Noyes in the hardware and grocery busi- 
ness, under the firm-name of Southworth & Noyes. 
His connection with the firm extended over a period 
of fourteen years, until 1875, when he retired from 
active business life and engaged in the management 
of his home estate. In 1877, Mr. Southworth was 
elected a member of the Board of Selectmen, and 
served in that capacity one year. In 1882 he was 
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oho8en a member of tbe Common Coancil from Ward 
Six to fil! the vacancy caused by tho resignation of 
John W. Porter, and in 1883 was elected assistant 
assessor for his wsrd. His was tho first death which 
had taken place among those that constituted the first 
city government of Brockton, and at a meeting of the 
Common Council of 1882 these resolutions were 
adopted : 

**WuKHKASf Our foriiior iistooiato in tho Coiiimon Cuuiioil of 
1882, Ilonry Suulhwortli, Iim bcon eiilled by Uoath from llio 
foene of hit earlhljr labort; 

** JUtohed, Thni wo see in this dispensAtion of rrovidenoo 
the hand of biui who indeed ' moves in a myhlorious way/ but 
whose worlis are done in righteousness and wiiidom. 

" Rfolvtd, That in the death of Mr. Southworth the city has 
lost one who was ever true to its l»cst interest:*, whotto cuunsols 
and serrices in the official stations to which he was repeatedly 
oalled were given with an honest purpose, and with a careful 
Judgment that always aimed for the highest welfare of the 
people. 

" Reaolvedf That it is with a deep sense of our personal loss 
that we note tho first death in the number of those who were 
associated together in the first city government of Brockton, 
and that we ohorish the memory of him who has fallen as one 
that was faithful in tho duties that were laid upon him, ready 
to bear his part in the rcsponsibilitiea of tho untried eourse 
through which we walked, oourteouf in his interoourse with all 
his fellow-members, and exhibiting an integrity of life that 
gave respect and eharaoter to tho body of which he was a 
member. 

** Rfolved, That we ehoose a delegation to attend his funeral, 
and that a copy of these resolutions be presented to his afflioted 
family, with tho auuranoe of our heartfelt sympathy in this the 
hour of their great sorrow." 

He died May 20, 1883. Jan. 15, 1846, Mr. 
Southworth united in marriage with Eleanor Clark, 
daughter of Azel and Pamela (Reynolds) Packard, 
and their family consists of tho following: It). Brad- 
ford, M. Norman, and R. Minnebel, all of whom re- 
side in Brockton. The sons, in connection with other 
parties, are proprietors and sole manufacturers of the 
patent duplex shipping tags, under the name of the 
Duplex Tag Company. 

Henry Southworth always resided in his native 
town, and secured a strong hold upon the afiiections 
of his fellow-townsmen, and died as he had lived, one 
of Brockton's most honored and esteemed oitisBens. 



BBLA KEITH. 
Bela Keith, son of Benjamin and Martha (Cary) 
Keith, was born in Campello, then Bridgcwater, Feb. 
2, 1793. He was a branch of the numerous and 
honored Keith family who were descended from Rev. 
James Keith, the first ordained minister in Bridge- 
water. The line of descent is as follows : Rev. James, 
Timothy, Timothy, Levi, Benjamin, and Bela. 



From early manhood till his death Bela Keith wtis 
prominently identified with the interests of Cam- 
pello, and was an active worker in all measures which 
had for their object tho advancement of the social, 
material, and religious welfare of the town. He was 
a carpenter and builder by occupation, and carried on 
a large business in the erection of residences, churches, 
etc. He built the second church edifice belonging to 
the Congregational Church at Brockton, and almi (ho 
first house of worship at Campello. Mr. Keith also 
owned a farm at Campello, upon which a portion of 
the village is now located, lie was a safe and pru- 
dent man to trust in the management of town affairs, 
and as early as 1837 he was commiHsioncHl jiiHtice of 
the peace. He was chosen selectman in 1845, and 
again in 1848-51 and 1854, and was also assessor and 
overseer of the poor for a number of years, and in all 
of these various official positions he discharged their 
duties with an eye single to the public good, and died 
honored and esteemed by his fellow-citizens, and a 
large circle of friends and relatives. He was a con- 
sistent Christian, and one of the principal founders of 
the South Congregational Society. He died Sept. 6, 
1867. 

Jan. 1, 1821, Mr. Keith nnite<l in nmrriago with 
Mary, daughter of Seth and Judith Kingman, and 
their family consisted of the following : Lewis, bom 
Nov. 12, 1821, married first Charlotte L. White, of 
Mansfield, and second, June 5, 1855, Mariet White, of 
Norton, — he died June 11, 1859; Seth Kingman, 
born Sept. 23, 1823, died Aug. 12, 1825; Henry 
Kingman, bom Deo. 17, 182G, married Vesta S. 
Cary, July 18, 1847; Mary Kingman, born Oct. 12, 
1828; Louisa, born Sept. 20, 1830, married Simeon 
Franklin Packard, Jan. 25, 1855; Ellen Sherman, 
bom Sept. 16, 1836, married Jonas Reynolds, Nov. 
29, 1866. 



JOHN WASHBURN KINQMAN. 

John Washbum Kingman was bom in that portion 
of the old North Parish of Bridgewater, aflerwards 
known as North Bridgewater—now the city of Brock- 
ton—July 24, 1804. He was the son of Seth and 
Judith (Washburn) Kingman. His father being a 
farmer, he was early taught to work u|M)n the farm 
and assist in the labors incident to a farmer's life. 
When he arrived at a proper age to learn a trade he 
was placed under tho care and apprenticeship of his 
brother Abicl Kingman, who was a manufacturer of 
cabinet furniture in tho Kingman neighborhood, near 
the place of his birth, on Summer Street In the 
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spring of 1831 lie removed to Rending, Mass., to t4iko 
the ninnngement of his brother Henry's business, who 
was also a manufacturer of cabinet furniture in that 
town. There he remained for two years, when ho 
returned to his native town. About that time Marcus 
Shaw commenced tlie manufacture of rolling machines 
for the purpose of hardening leather, thus superseding 
the old method of using the hammer and lap-stone in 
the making of boota and shoes. Mr. Kingman pur- 
chased his interest in that business, and ader making 
several improvements he continued making these 
machines and supplying the shoemakers throughout 
Plymouth County and surrounding towns. In this 
business he continued Huccossfully for several years, 
when \w. Hold the Knnie to his son-in-law, Weh;onie II. 
Wales, Esq., who continued the same for a few years, 
and who sold to Oustavus II. Farrar. 

Mr. Kingman was appointed ensign in the militia 
of Massachusetts July 15, 1825 ; captain, July 4, 
1828. During the latter part of his life he was en- 
gaged in the care of his real estate. 

lie became an active member of the First Congre- 
gational Church at an early age, and was often called 
to advise and assist in its management, in which he 
took a deep interest. 

In the days when the subject of the abolition of 
slavery was unpopular, he was one of the most active 
and strongest sustainers of the principles advocated by 
Garrison, Pliillips, Douglass, and others, for the eman- 
cipation of the colored race, and lived to see four mil- 
lions of slaves liberated from the thraldom of slavery. 
As a promoter of good morals and advocate of all 
social reforms of the times, he has left no uncertain 
record. He died Jan. 30, 1876. Of the estimation 
in which he was held by the church of which he was 
a member, we find the following record : 

" Our heavenly Father having taken from our midat Brother 
John W. Kingman, wo desire to place upon record some ex- 
pression of our feeling of loss. We shall miss him from his 
seat in the sanctuary, from his place in our social meetings and 
Sabbath -school, and in his earnest endeavors to promote the 
interest of this church and society in every department of his 
work. For many years he hns stood as a leader, devoting a 
full share of that energy for which he was markotl to the dc- 
funsu or (ho Truth wn lirld hy this chiirnli. Devoutly would wo 
thank our heavenly Father for the long consistent life of our 
brother in the midst of this people, for his bold advocacy of 
every true reform, and the pleasant memories which remain of 
his social intercourse with us, while to us his death seems only 
loss. We know to him It was gain, having lived his threescore 
and ten ynars lirrc, nnd finished the work given him to do, he 
hns oiilrroil n|H»u (hr lifo i*liirnal,aHd coiiimrncod the service of 
heaven. Knuilaling his example, let us, ns followers of Christ, 
be aclive ami carncKt, that when the ttmo for our dopnrturo 
comcN wn Iw founil ready, so may this aflliction work out for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. We alfo 



desire to express our sympathy with the alllietod family, and 
commend them to the God of all consolation, lie who has styled 
himself the widow's God, and the Father of the fatherleu, in 
whom is all blessing. F. B. Oardrbr, Clerk" 



JOSIAII WASHBURN KINGMAN. 

Josiah Washburn Kingman is the sixth son of Seth 
and Judith (Washburn) Kingman, of Brockton, Mass. 
He was born Feb. 6, 1802, on Summer Street, in that 
part of the city known as the " Kingman neighbor- 
hood." His early life, like most boys of that day, 
was rather uneventful, consisting of plenty of work 
and no play sort of a boyhood. There were several 
abln-liodiod boys in his father's family, and they each 
had lo contribute to the common interests of agricul- 
ture by exercising upon the farm during the summer 
season, while in the winter they indulged in the luxury 
of hammering nails, which in those early days were 
all that were made (the quick-moving machines for 
making cut-nails had not then been invented). It 
will be borne in mind that at the time of his boyhood 
there was no Massachusetts Board of Education, no 
high schools, and only now and then an academy in 
the commonwealth, therefore but a very limited por- 
tion of the year was spent in school in acquiring an 
education. When Mr. Kingman had arrived at the 
age of ten the militia company, under command of 
Capt. Nehemiah Lincoln, was called to the defense of 
Plymouth Harbor in the war of 1812. The glitter- 
ing Hwords and bright uniforms of the company wero 
too much for the young lad, and having a brother in 
the rank and file he was also fired with military ardor, 
and volunteered to the country's service by carting 
supplies for the company. 

At the age of seventeen years he became an ap- 
prentice to his brother, Abiel Kingman, with whom 
he remained for four years, learning the cabinet- 
maker's trade. Upon arriving at the ago of twenty- 
one Mr. Kingman commenced manufacturing furni- 
ture for the wholesale trade, suooeeding his brother 
Abiel, in a building aflerwards finished into a dwell- 
ing-house, and for a long time occupied by the late 
Peleg Holmes, near to the old homestead, and thus 
commenced a business which he conducted for up- 
wards of thirty years with signal success. 

In 1825, the business having outgrown its original 
limits, he began to look about for more extensive ao- 
commodations, and, in a short time after, at the solic- 
itation of personal friends, he purchased a lot of land 
of Bcla Keith, Esq., situated at the corner of Main 
and South streets, on what was then known as " The 
riaiii," now the thriving village of Campello, where 
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he pitched his tent, and became one of the then few 
inhabittttittf occupying ihat Hcctioii of the town. 

In the lucun time ho was married, and resided for 
a time in the house of Bohi Keith, Esq., at the 
corner of Main and Depot Streets, till ho erected 
a house of his own. After becoming fully estab- 
lished in housekeeping, he entered upon the cares 
of business by building a manufacturing shop, 
and soon entered upon the wholesale trade, at first 
finding a market in Boston, and from thence ex- 
tending his business to other cities of New Eng- 
land. The business soon became an established suc- 
cess, and the facilities for conducting the same were 
increased, building after building were added, till at 
length a large warehouse and store-rooms were erected, 
iu which a large stock of furniture of every descrip- 
tion, bedding, and other housekeeping goods were 
kept for the retail trade. 

When Mr. Kingman commenced business he em- 
ployed at first such water privileges as the immediate 
vicinity afforded, and afterward erected a mill con- 
ducted by horse-power nearer home, which served his 
purpose for a time, till his trade, which had extended 
to the rapidly-growing Western and Southern States, 
required additional facilities for the prosecution of his 
business, and in 1851 he erected a large building for 
steam-power, on the westerly borders of his grounds, 
which had then become nearly covered by the various 
buildings used in manufacturing. In this mill the 
most modern and most approved machinery was intro- 
duced, so that at that time no establishment in South- 
eastern Massachusetts had better, if as good, facilities 
for conducting the rapidly-growing business. 

After a lapse of two years and the erection of this 
new mill, with a prospect of a large expansion in busi- 
ness, the entire establishment was destroyed by fire on 
the 23d of May, 1853, entailing a loss of nearly fifty 
thousand dollars. At the time of this fire, besides 
the manufacturing buildings, the dwelling-house and 
home of Mr. Kingman were destroyed, and by this 
calamity a large number of persons were thrown out 
of employment, and the growth of the village of Cam- 
pello was for a time retarded. It lias, however, re- 
covered from this stroke of adversity, and is now in a 
thrifty condition. 

Previous to 1836 the people of Campello for church 
worship were dependent upon the First Church in the 
Centre. The population of the southerly portion of 
the town at that date was small, and among those 
who felt the necessity for church accommodations 
nearer home was Mr. Kingman. He was a pioneer 
in a movement in that direction, and was active in 
the procuring of land and the erection of a meet- 



ing-house, and has ever been active in promoting the 
intcruHtM of both church nnd Hociuty. I n I liu inirly his- 
tory of the church ho was always on couimittoes con- 
nected with and intorcatcil in this ohurrli, and when 
they were fairly organised a Sabbath -school was 
formed, and Mr. Kingman was elected their first 
superintendent, which office he held for many years. 
He was an early, active, prominent, and consistent 
member of the church, and enjoys the confidence of 
his friends and fellow-citizens to an eminent d^ee. 

After a life of activity, varied as most lives are, 
he lives a calm, serene life at the ripe old age of 
eighty-three, at a point beyond the time allotted to 
the average of man ; and his qualities of mind and 
experiences of life make him still a most entertaining 
and instructive companion. He is still youthful iu 
spirit, social and affable in his manners, and takes a 
lively interest in the events of every-day life. In 
1838 he was chosen one of the board of selectmen of 
the town, an office to which he was nine years re- 
elected. In 1847 and 1848 he represented the town 
of North Bridge water (now Brockton) in the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts. He was often on the board 
of overseers of the i>oor, a-ssessor of the town, and one 
of the firat cngineei'S of tlio fire department. During 
the Uebellion of 18G1 he was ap|M>inted by the pro- 
vost-marshal as recruiting officer for this section. In 
1875 he was one of the road commissioners for the 
town. He was also on the committee foi^ introducing 
the first public water-works into the town. He was 
appointed justice of the peace by Governor John A. 
Andrew, Jan. 14, 1864. 

In all and every position to which he Wiis callod, 
his public spirit, his wise yet liberal judgment, his 
earnest devotion to the interests of the town, and his 
large comprehension of its needs have been marked, 
and rendered him a valuable public officer. 

His comparative freedom from active business pur- 
suits, and the excellent qualifications he has exhibited 
iu town and other public afiairs, have pointed him 
out to his fellow -citizens for their frequent and re- 
peated choice to positions of responsibility and honor, 
in all of which he has shown himself worthy of the 
confidence reposed iu him. 



BLLIS PACKARD. 

Among the oldest business men, and one who has 
been intimately identified with the rise and develop- 
ment of Brockton is Ellis Packard. He is a son of 
Micha and Lucinda (Hartshorn) Packard, and was 
born in Brockton (then North Bridgewatcr) July 30, 
1820. Ilis early education was acquired at the com- 
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moil schools of liis tmtive town, supplcinontcd by a 
course at TauDtoii and Uardwick Acadetnies. At 
the age of eighteen he went to Cincinnati as clerk in 
a store, where he remained two years, and returned 
to Brockton. In 1862 he commenced business on 
his own account, dealing in grain and coal. In this 
business lie was eminently successful, and in 1882 
retired with a competency, the business now being 
conducted by his son, Elmer C. Mr. Packard has 
ever been considered one of the solid business men of 
the town, and has been a director in the Home Na- 
tional Bank since its organisation. He was originally 
a Whig, and has been a Republican since the organ- 
ization of the party. He has been a member of the 
Hchool committee, and was selectman in 1855 and 
1861, and justice of the peace in 1857. Mr. Pack- 
ard was married, June 12, 1844, to Nancy G. RoveS) 
who died July 10, 1845. June 15, 1847, he united 
in marriage with Abby Heard, a native of Wayland, 
Mass., and their family has been as follows : Clara 
Gray, born Sept. 28, 1819, died Feb. 13, 1875 ; 
Warren Newell, born April 8, 1852, died Oct. 11, 
1861; KImcr C, born March 8, 1854; Marion 
Heard, born July 9, 1855, died Nov. 7, 1879; 
Allen Ellis, born March 3, 1859 ; Horace Newell, 
born Dec. 12, 1862 ; and Isabel Abby. 



FURDKRICK HOWARD. 

It is always a pleasure to place upon the page of 
hist4)ry " passing incidents" in the life of one whoso 
career has been marked by unostentatious benevo- 
lence, and whose kindly spirit has carried sunshine 
into many homes of suffering and want. Such an 
one is Frederick Howard, the subject of this sketch. 

He was born in Brockton, then the north parish 
4)f J^ridgcwator, Feb. 14, 1815, and has passed liis 
entire life in his native town. His education was 
confined to the common schools, and at the early age 
of thirteen years he entered the employ of Lysander 
Howard, dressing and cutting shoes, receiving the 
inoagi'c salary of one Hhilling per day for the first six 
weeks. Ho rcmainod here until twenty-one years of 
ago, and then, after having worked one year for Rufus 
E. Howard in the same business, in 1837, he com- 
menced in a small way for himself in the manufacture 
of boots and shoes, which he continued six years, 
when failing health compelled him to relinquish the 
])U8ines8. Since that time he has dealt some in real 
oHtato, and botm more or less engaged in town affairs. 
He was Kolectman, assessor, and overseer of the poor 
one year (in 1849), and was special county commis- 
sioner nine years. He has also been somewhat engaged 
49 



in settling estates. Ho was also a director in tho 
North Bridgewater Bank during its existence, and is 
the only surviving director of that old institution. He 
is a Republican, and has been from the organization 
of the party. Quiet and unostentatious in the be- 
stowal of his charities, Mr. Howard expends thou- 
sands of dollars .that the public know not of, and 
rests in the sweet satisfaction of having done his 
duty to his fellow-man. Blany there are, not only in 
this State but in others, that can speak of the benevo- 
lence of Mr. Howard. He is a kind neighbor, and 
one of Brockton's most honored citizens. 

Mr. Howard traces his ancestry in this country to 
John Howard, who came from England, and first 
settled in Duxbury, and later (1651) in West Bridge- 
water. When a lad John Howard is said to have lived 
in the family of Miles Standish. He was a man of 
great influence in the new plantation, and was one of 
the first military officers in Bridgewater. The line of 
descent is as follows: John, John (2), Capt. Robert 
(one of tho first settlers of the North Parish), Dan- 
iel, Darius, and Frederick. Darius married Sophia, 
daughter of Jonas Howard, June 3, 1804, by whom 
he had three children. His wife died Aug. 15, 1807, 
and June 5, 1808, he married Huldah, daughter of 
Jonathan Qary, and their family consisted of seven 
children, of whom Frederick was the fourth. His 
father died April 8, 1836. He was a selectman of 
the town, and also deputy sheriff several yean. 

In addition to other matters in North Bridgewater 
in which ho manifested a decided interest, he was for 
a long series of years actively engaged in improving 
the thoroughfares of the town, and many of the note- 
worthy improvements in the roads and streets are 
largely the result of his energy and good judgment. 



. MARCUS PACKARD. 

Marcus Packard, son of Luke and Lucinda (Battles) 
Packard, was bom in North Bridgewater (now Brook- 
ton), Mass., Sept. 7, 1808. He was descended in a 
direct line from Samuel Packard, who came from 
Windham, near Hingham, England, to America in 
the ship '* Diligence," and settled first in Hingham, 
Mass., in 1638, but aflerwards removed to West 
Bridgewater, where he was a constable and tavern- 
keeper, and a man of some consequence in the com- 
munity. Here he resided till his death, and was the 
founder of a family who, through tho various genera- 
tions to the present time, have been numerically and 
otherwise of prominence and importance in the town. 
Most, if not all, of the Packards of New England 
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are descended from him. The line of descent to 
Marcus is as follows: SamueP, Zaochous', Capt. 
Abie]', Josiali^ Josiah^ Oupt. Luke*, Marcus ^ 

The educational advantages of Marcus Packard 
were limited to the common schools of his locality, 
and when he grew up to manhood he chose the trade 
of carpenter and builder as his avocation. This was 
the field of labor in which most of the active years of 
his life were spent, and many of the best buildings 
erected in that vicinity at that period attest his handi- 
work. He was a skillful and honest mechanic, and 
achieved not only local repute in his calling but also 
success financially. 

Being prudent, industrious, and of primitive habits, 
he was enabled to gradually build up nut wealth ' hut 
an ample competence. He purchased a farm near 
the old homestead, and on it erected a beautiful resi- 
dence, where ho passed many years of,. his life, de- 
voting during his latter years most, of his attention 
to husbandry. Marcus Packard belongQd j tO: that 
class of New Englandcrs who, while unostentatious 
and unpretending, are yet the true benefactors of 
the coniniuuity in which they live, in that they add 
to the material prosperity of their respective localities 
and leave behind them tangible results of their life's 
work. He was a man who preferred the quiet walks 
of life to the turmoil of public strife, and conse- 
quently never sought political or official distinction, 
The only capacity in which hq ever. figured in.. public 
affairs was as selecto^an. and overseer.. of: the poor in 
his native town. 

He was deeply religious in his nature, and an active, 
earnest member of the First Congregational Church. 
In this society he did much .useful work, and lefl the 
accumulations of his lifetime to its uses and benefit 
after the decease of his wife, the estate being left in 
trust to her during her lifetime. 

He married Lucinda Bates, Nov. 28, 1833. To 
their marriage there was no issue. Ho died Doc. 0, 
1871. 



WILLIAM FRBNCII BRBTT. 

William French Brett, the subject of this skctcK^ 
was bom July 13, 1816, in the North Parish of an- 
cient Bridgewater, or what is now Brockton. He 
was the seventh generation from his immigrant an- 
cestor, William Brett, who came to this township 
about 1656. The line being, in brief, as follows: 

First generation, William Brett, who married Mar- 
garet . 

Second generation, Nathaniel Brett, married Sarah 
Hayward. 



Third generation, Seth Brett, married Sarah Alden. 

Fourth generation, Samuel Brett, married Hannah 
Packard. 

Fifth generation, William Brett, married M(»lly 
Allen. 

Sixth generation, Zenas Brett, married Sibbil 
French. 

Seventh generation, William F. Brett, married 
Rebecca Packard. 

The first William Brett came from Knglund, and 
was at Duxbury, according to Judge Mitchell, in 1645. 
He was one of the original proprietors of the town of 
Bridgewater, and lived in what is now West Bridge- 
water. He was a devout man, an elder in the church, 
preaching in the absence or sickness of the IVitv. 
James Keith, the first pastor of Bridgewater, and in 
every way was a leading man in the town and prov- 
ince, and oflen a representative to the Old Colony 
Court . 

: The; old homestead, where William French Brett 
was borii, and the home of at least two or more gen- 
erations, that preceded him, was situated not far from 
the rcBideneo of Charles Johnson, l^lnq., on North 
Main Street, in this city, and was occupied for many 
years by tho late Lucit^n B. Keith. 

Mr. William F. Brett came of good stock. In his 
veins ran some of the best blood of the Plymouth 
Colony. He was a lineal descendant of Experience 
Mitchell, Thomas Hayward, John Alden, Samuel 
Packard, John Cary, John Howard, John and Wil- 
liam Ames, forefathers and original settlers in this 
section of Massachusetts. With such an ancestry, 
wo may well conceive that he l)elieved in nnuscular 
Christianity. His attendance at church, although not 
a member, was as constant as that of his ancestor, who 
was deacon in the First Church of this ancient town. 

The Brett family have been distinguished fur ability 
from the earliest period in our colonial history. In 
tho past filly years of tho business history of North 
Bridgewater there are two men whoso lives, standing 
out in bold relief from the masses, have exercised a 
very potent sway in influencing and shaping public 
sentiment and dominating the popular will. This 
honor should be divided between the Hon. H. W. 
Ilobinson, who now lives, and William French Brett, 
the subject of this sketch. At no period since the 
settlement of the Plymouth Colony has any one man 
possessed or exercised the mercantile business influence, 
or wielded it so wisely and beneficially, as has Mr. 
Brett, of Massachusetts. He was born a merchant. 
Commencing at the early age of seventeen years, the 
whole trend of his nature seemed to be in a mercan- 
tile direction. At this early age he opened a small 
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store near the old homestead on North Main Street. 
This was continued until 1835, when, the hnsincss 
incrcsising, he removed to the green near the church, 
on the west side of Main Street, then known as the 
Ephraim Howard store. The next year he formed a 
copartnership with Albert Smith, which continued 
but a sliort time. In 184G, Rufus P. Kingman be- 
came a partner, under the firm-name of Brett & 
Kingman. This diRtinguishcd firm occupied a lead- 
ing place among the mcrcliants of riymouth County 
for many years. In 1854 the partnership was dis- 
solved, and a new firm formed of Brett, Ellis, Ripley 
& 0*Neil. At this time he also commenced a whole- 
sale business in Boston, being interested as whole or 
part owner in more than thirty country Hi^on^H in New 
England, among which may be mentioned those in 
Kingston, Duxbury, Foxboro', Wareham, Palmer, 
Quincy, East Randolph, Halifax, Abington, Bridge- 
water, Plymouth, and Stoughton, in Massachusetts ; 
also at Lewiston, in Maine, and Portsmouth, in New 
]1am))shire. Disi)08ing of his intcresta in Massachu- 
setts in 18G4, he removed to Washington, D. C, 
where he remained in business until 1872. From 
that date until he died, in 1882, he was engaged in 
business in Boston, Chicago, and other cities in the 
Western States. 

He married, Jan. 21, 1836, Rebecca, daughter of 
Caleb Packard, and by her had children born as fol- 
lows: William Ilonry, N«v. IG, 1838 ; Rufus Emery, 
July 31, 1840 ; Fred. Lyman, July 21, 1843 ; Alice 
Maria, May 1, 1848; Clara Amelia, Deo. 12, 1852. 

Mr. Brett was a man of very peculiar tempera- 
ment, — shrewd, genial, manly, and without pretense, 
yet dignified and generous. With a heart as tender 



as that of a woman, no one in business or distress 
ever applied to him for advice or assistance in vain. 
Unceasing attention to business marked every week- 
day of his mercantile career. The use of praise was 
almost unknown to him. The absence of criticism 
or silence was considered the highest commendation 
by his subordinates. 

His ideas and business methods in many respects 
were undoubtedly largely in advance of the ago in 
which ho lived. Some of the most distinguished mer- 
chants of to-day in Massachusetts and elsewhere re- 
ceived their first lessons in a mercantile career from 
Mr. Brett. Among those who have become distin- 
guished in business or achieved social distinction may 
bo mentioned Hon. II. II. Packard, R. P. Kingman, 
C. C. Bixby, H. A. Brett, W. W. Cross, and others, 
of Brockton ; the Hon. Nathaniel Wales, of Stough- 
ton ; Thomas H. Wood, of New York ; George B. 
Tolman, of Lynn ; H. K. Keith, of Kingston ; Henry 
C. Jackson, of Boston ; and Ira Conant, of Bridge- 
water. 

Mr. Brett built a beautiful residence in his native 
town, which still stands a monument to his taste and 
business judgment. His gentle nature and inflexible 
honesty prevented that large accumulation of prop- 
erty that oflen times in these days curses the recipient. 
His mission in life was a noble one, and a grand suc- 
cess, as all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance 
well know. He believed that integrity was the prime 
element of success. The influence of his example 
will last with his friends until the last one is called 
home, while the future residents of this city will 
pleasantly note in our cemetery the monument erected 
by his grateful and admiring townsmen. 
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The town of Bridgewater, whioh was originally the 
South Precinct of the ancient town that comprised 
Bast and West Bridgewater, Bridgewater, and Brock- 
ton, is pleasantly situated midway between Boston 
and New Bedford. In the early years of this century 
some of the leading citizens, alive to the interests of 
the town, were instrumental in constructing a turnpike 
that connected it with the two cities, and the Bridge- 
water Hotel was for many years styled the half-way 
house for the stage lines of that day. Town River, 
which takes its rise in Easton and Nippenicket Pond, 
winds through the northern and eastern sections, fur- 
nishing excellent water-power and healthy drainage. 
Olay-beds upon a portion of its banks furnish superior 
facilities for the manufacture of bricks, and the inter- 
vale meadows are well suited to grass and cultivation. 
The soil generally partakes of the character of sandy 
loam, and is well wooded in some portions that were 
formerly under cultivation. Oak and pine arc the 
prevailing forests, and the latter enters largely into 
the manufacture of boxes, which is carried on quite 
extensively. The town is in some portions pleasantly 
undulating, and from many points presents to view a 
varied and beautiful landscape. The town is well 
supplied with lively springs of pure water, and the 
wells afford an ample supply of like quality. 

The gentle slopes render it attractive and healthy 
for residences, and the pleasant streets that centre at 
the village square are evidence that these characteris- 
tics have had their influence in the growth of the 
town. The Old Colony Railroad, which was built in 
1846, and the Abington Branch, constructed the same 
year, furnish convenient communication with Boston, 
Plymouth, and Fall River. 

In early times it had a good reputation as a farm- 
ing town, and its productive resources were such that 
it not only supplied its own needs, but was able to 
furnish quantities of grain for the neighboring mar- 
kets of Weymouth and Plymouth. The pioneers in 
the settlement of the town were a sturdy band that 
subdued the forests, and the virgin soil was generous 



in return. The ancient stone walls that bound and 
divide the estates and far-reaching woodlands are 
still monuments to their indomitable will and cease- 
less industry. The early homos were mere log houses 
and humble cottages, so constructed as to render them 
a protection against the incursions of hostile savages. 
Under such circumstances the growth of the settle- 
ment was slow, and its progress in establbhing all 
social and civil institutions most difficult. But the 
fact that they were of a colony that came to these 
shores for a distinct purpose seems to stand forth 
prominently in all their acts, hence the church and the 
school had the first place as a prerequisite t-o the found- 
ing of a commonwealth. 

The early records of the court of the Old Colony 
at Plymouth, in 1645, show that certain inhabitants 
of Duxbury were granted apportion of land in the 
westerly part of that plantation, and " are to have it 
four miles every way from the place where they shall 
set up their centre.** Capt. Miles Standish, Mr. John 
Alden, Qeorge Soule, Constant Southworth, John 
Rogers, and William Brett were appointed to lay out 
and divide said lands to the inhabitants. Said in- 
habitants confirmed this division by an agreement 
among themselves and were denominated original pro- 
prietors. Their names, as appears from the town rec- 
ords, are as follows : 



WUliam Bradford. 
BUward HaU. 
WiUiam Bferrlek. 
NioholM Robbini. 
John Bradford. 
Tbomaa Hayward. 
Abram Pieroe. 
Mr. Ralph Partridge. 
John Rogers. 
Nathaniel Willia. 
Qeorge Partridge. 
John Willis. 
John Starr. 
Thomas Bonney. 
Mr. John Aldcii. 
William Collier. 
Mr. Miles Standish. 



John Fobes. 
John Washburn, Jr. 
Samuel Nash. 
John Ames. 
Abram Sampson. 
Thomas GannetL 
George Soule. 
Wiiliam Brett. 
Kxporionco Mitoholl. 
Bdttiund Hunt. 
Henry How land. 
William Clark. 
Henry Sampson. 
William Ford. 
.Tohn Drown. 

Mr. Constant Southworth, 
John Hay ward. 
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Clirintoplior NVntlftwortli. 
Ih»vo HnwHtor. 

.loll II PftlNMly. 

John Irish. 
William Pabodj. 
Philip Delnno. 
FriinoiK Sprnguc. 
Arthur llnrrip. 
Williiiiii Iliifflctt. 
John Washburn. 



John Oaroy. 
Francis Wosl. 
Edmund Worton. 
William Tubbs. 
Samuel TomplEins. 
James Lindall. 
Kdiiinnd Chandler. 
Samuel Knton. 
M<»H08 Simmons. 
Solomon Leonard. 



To these ti fly-four shares if ere subseqaently added 
two more, one to Rev. James Keith and one to Dea- 
con Samuel Edson. 

Mr. Keith was the first minister, and Deacon Edson, 
who was from Salem, was the proprietor of the first 
mill. The p^mnt of this plantation was simply a rif^ht 
to purchase of the Indians, and Capt. Miles Standish, 
Samuel Nash, and Constant Southworth were ap- 
pointed to make the purchase. 

This purchase and contract were said to have been 
made on a rocky hill in the cast parish, anciently 
callcil " Sachcnrs liock,** a little south of Whitman's 
mill, whore the ninnufactunn«; establishment of the 
Carver Cotton-Oin Compuny now is, near the house 
where Seth Latham formerly lived, and the place 
now owned by David Qurney. The weir, which was 
the central point of this purchase, was directly back 
of the William Harris house, on the south side, and 
of the William Allen pln(*e, on (ho north side of the 
river. Traces of the old dam and fordin><: place arc 
still visible on both sides of the strenm. This neigh- 
borhood and the river still reUiiii the name of Sa- 
tucket. In 1656, eleven years after the grant of the 
plantation, and the same year in which Bridgewater 
was incorporated into a distinct township, a grant of 
three hundred acres was made to Miles Standish, 
*^ with a competency of meadow to such a proportion 
of upland, lying and being at Satucket Pond, now 
known as ]lobbin*s Pond, provided that it did not 
come within the court's grant of Bridgewater.'* 

The town received an order from the court at 
New Plymouth to " fix and set up the centre of their 
town in order to the laying out of Mr. Alexander 
Standish 's land, joining to the outside of said Bridge- 
water four-mile lino from the centre, which l)Ging, 
according to said order, done about the year 1659, 
the centre being a small white-oak tree, standing on 
high ground on the westerly side of a stony swamp 
and brook about ten rods to the westerly side of said 
brook, on the south side of the highway, it being a 
mile and a (pinrtcr t-o the eastward of Bridgewater 
meeting-house." This entry was nmde upon the 
records at a much later date, and, according to 
Mitchell, was made nearly thirty years after the work 



was performed. It also appears that the court's com- 
mittee, and not the town, fixed the centre, as the 
monumental tree bore the initials of Constant South- 
worth, who doubtless performed the work. Capt. 
Miles Standish had deceased in the mean time, and 
the land was laid out to his son, Alexander. There 
is no evidence of dissatisfaction on the part of Bridge- 
water. The centre was near the house of Thomas 
ITay ward, and but a short distance from the East and 
West Bridgewater depot. 

The original town embraced what now constitutes 
the greater part of Hanson, and was the first interior 
settlement in the Old Colony. The grant of the plan- 
tation was as early as 1645, but the actual settlement 
was not commenced until after 1650. In 1658 it 
was found desirable to add to the western borders of 
the town a large tract known as the Hockomock 
meadows. 

The following original purchasers became perma- 
nent settlers : 

Thomas llayward, John Cary, Nathaniel Willis, 
Samuel Tompkins, John Willis, Arthur Harris, Wil- 
liam Bnssett, John Fobes, John Washburn, John 
Washburn, Jr., Experience Mitchell, John Hayward, 
John Ames, Solomon Leonard, Thomas Gannett, 
Mr. James Keith, William Brett, Deacon Samuel 
Edson. 

Williain Bassctt and Experience Mitchell wore of 
the company that came in some of the three first 
vessels, — the " Mayflower," the " Fortune," or the 
" Ann." The most of the Bridgewater proprietors 
came before 1630. 

The plantation was incorporated into a town June, 
1656. The name of Bridgewater was probably 
adopted from fancy, as none of the inhabitants are 
known to have come from Bridgewater, England. 
The first officer chosen by the town was John Cary, 
who was elected constable in 1656. 

In May, 1657, the town officers chosen were John 
Willis, deputy ; Lawrence Willis, grand juror ; Sam- 
uel Tompkins, constable ; Arthur Harris and John 
llayward, surveyors of highways. The first freemen 
were William Brett, Ensign Josiah Standish, Wil- 
liam Bassett, John Cary, Thomas llayward, Ijawrcnoe 
Willis, John Willis, Thomas Howard, Jr., Samuel 
Tompkins, Arthur Harris. In 1657 we find the ad- 
ditional names as freemen, — Samuel Edson, Mark 
Lothrop, Francis Godfrey, William Snow, John Ames, 
John Hay ward. Guide Bay ley. 

The first settlements were along the river banks of 
West Bridgewater, and it was here that the first 
church was established and the first meeting-house 
was erected. The settlement extended south towards 
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Taunton, and the proprietary inlereata were managed 
in town-meetings, the records being Icept for several 
years by the town clerk. In the year 1674 the town 
ordered the purchase of a new book for' the recording 
of lands. 

1695. Chose Lieut. Hay ward and John Field to 
have oversight in the recording of lands for the pur- 
chasers and proprietors. 

The town clerks have been John Cary, 1656-^1 ; 
Thomas Tlayward, 1682-83 ; Samuel Allen, 1083- 
1702 ; Nathaniel Brett, 1702-30 ; Nathaniel BreU, 
Jr., 1730-79 (with the exception that Col. Josiuh 
Edson served a few years previous to 1745) ; Capt. 
Eliakim Howard, 1779-1822, when the town was 
divided. 

The first military officers were Josiah Standish, 
lieutenant, 1000; Thomas Hayward, Jr., lieutenant; 
John Hayward, ensign, 1004. Capt. John llayward 
was the first magistrate in town, and one of the Gov- 
ernor's Council in 1090; he was also a judge, and was 
killed by a fall from his horse while on his way to 
Marshfield, Aug. 15, 1098. Elihu Brett succeeded 
him as judge, but died suddenly in his chair, Jan. 12, 
1712. In 1689, << David Perkins, John Ames, and 
Samuel Washburn to get in Mr. Keith's salary by all 
loving persuasions and legal means.*' 

King Philip's War. — This town haj much in 
common with the early settlements of the Old Colony 
whereof to note relative to its early history. It can 
hardly be imagined what hardships fell to the lot of 
the pioneer settlers. In 1075, Philip, the great sa- 
chem of Mount Hope, became prejudiced against 
Governor Winslow, and made war upon the little 
colony. The people of Swanzy being in great dis- 
tress, a requisition was made by Governor Winslow 
for twenty mounted men from Bridgewater, all to 
be forthwith dispatched to their relief. But seven- 
teen men could be found, and June 21st they were 
on the march. ''They met some of the Swanzy 
people between here and Taunton, who persuaded 
them to return back." But .they proceeded, and the 
next day they came upon a party of Indians thirty in 
number, who discharged their guns and gave a shout 
and lefl. They then proceeded to the garrison. A 
company of whites were attacked by a band of In- 
dians, and six were killed outright. The Bridge- 
water men pursued them, and a few days after had 
an encounter, killing several Indians. On the 20th 
of July this party of Bridgewater men captured six- 
teen Indians. The inhabitants had experienced fre- 
quent assaults from the Indians a short time previous, 
and several dwellings had been destroyed, five of them 
in the town, as it was called, and eight in the out- 



skirts of the settlement. About 'three hundred In- 
dians were engaged in this attack, "Tisguogen** being 
their chief leader. This was at the easterly quarter 
of the town on the south side of the river. *' Under 
God the courage of the inhabitants was a great means 
of their preservation." 

July 31 St. A party of Bridgewater men went in 
pursuit of Philip, and succeeded in killing several of his 
particular friends, and soon afler, with CapL Church, 
killed and captured one hundred and thirty Indians. 
The Plymouth County men were in the fight when 
Philip was slain, and also in the great swamp fight 
which closed the scene of this long and bloody strug- 
gle. The Bridgewater company that participated in 
the many engagements, and traversed the trackless 
wilderness in the snow of midwinter, was in command 
of Thomas Hayward, Jr. ; John Hayward, Sr., was 
ensign. Jacob Mitchell, who was slain by the In- 
dians at Dartmouth, was son of Experience Mitchell, 
of Bridgewater, who was one of the Pilgrims; the 
wife of Jacob Mitchell was. likewise slain, and it is 
said they were the first victims to the tomahawk. 
The son of Jacob Mitchell, one of the children who 
escaped the first butchery, was Thomas Mitoholl, 
whoso remains are inlxsrrod in the old graveyartl in 
Bridgewater. 

Williams Latham, Esq., who vicited the battle- 
ground of the ** swamp fight" a few years since, found 
much of it under cultivation and with but little in its 
appearance that could give a clear impression of its 
condition two hundred years ago. But the great 
battle should be commemorated by some appropriate 
monument to mark the spot where the decisive blow 
was struck that opened New England to the advance 
of civilization and enlightenment by our intrepid an- 
cestors. 

(The foregoing, it will be understood,* applies 
mainly to the ancient town that embraced the three 
Bridgewaters and Brockton.) 

The Early Ministry. — The early ministry of 
Bridgewater is so closely connected with the entire 
social fabric of the ancient town that even an epitome 
of a town hbtory would be incomplete without it. 
The settlement of llev. James Keith as the first min- 
ister, in 1004, gave to the sparsely -settled neighbor- 
hood a man of marked ability, and to the colony an 
example of rare Christrian traits and sound learning. 
He was educated in Scotland, and his aggressive spirit 
that ventured to explore the wild and untried shores 
of New England at once found in this wilderness 
ample scope for an un trammeled utterance upon the 
subject of religion, to which he was most ardently 
devoted. He was indorsed by the Mathers, and his 
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loiij; career (»r nearly sixty years provc^d him worthy 
of tlic saered trust coiiiniiltcd to liis hands, ilis 
church gave character to the entire region, and within 
its influence sound morals and a lore of learning was 
soon mnniFcRt. 

Ilis posterity, so numerous, have honored their 
ancestry, and the name of the first minifiter is worthy 
of the highest place among the founders of the Old 
Colony. It is much regretted that the early records 
of the fii-st church have been lost, and much that 
would have been treasured in the history of the first 
parish remains only in tradition. 

First Congregational Society. — A second pre- 
cinct or parish was incorporated June 1, 171G, in 
what was then called South Hridgewater. This em- 
braced what is now Bridgewater substantially. The 
Qeneral Court appointed a committee to consider the 
matter, and it was in pursuance of a favorable report 
that this action was taken, but with this condition, 
" That the whole town stand oblige to an honorable 
maintenance of llcv. James Keith, their present aged 
minister, if he should outlive his powei-s and capacities 
of discharging the oflice and duty of their minister.*' 

The parish erected a meeting-house upon the site 
of the present Unitarian Church, the land, together 
with the churchyard, being the gift of John Wash- 
burn. The dedication of the new mcetiug-house took 
place June 14, 1717 ; Rev. James Keith delivered the 
sermon appropriate to the occasion. 

Rev. Benjamin Allen, the first pastor, was ordained 
July 0, 1718, and continued his pastorate for thirteen 
years. Mr. Allen was a native of Tisbury, Martha's 
Vineyard, and graduated at Yale College (1708). He 
preached his first sermon in the new meeting-house 
Aug. 18, 1717, and his last Oct. 11, 1730. He built 
the house on Central Square, now owned and occupied 
by Mrs. Nahum Washburn, and which was owned 
and occupied by Col. Josiah Edson in 1775, and by 
Deacon Isaac Lazell in 1810. Mr. Allen removed to 
Cape Elizabeth, and was the first minister in that 
place, where he died in 1754, aged sixty-five years. 

Rev. John Shaw, son of Joseph Shaw, of East 
Ikidgewatcr, was the successor of Mr. Allen. Ho 
was ii graduate of Harvard College (1729), and was 
ordained Nov. 17, 1731, continuing his pastorate until 
his death (1791), the remarkable period of sixty years. 
His intellectual endowments were of a superior order, 
and his call to the ministry in Bridgewater was most 
fortunate for the parish, as he was not only gifted in 
his 8|>ccial calling as a preacher and theologian, but 
his literary (uste gave a fresh impulse to education 
that continued t^ be felt for several generations. 

The house which he built in 1740 is still standing, 



having been occupied by his son. Dr. Samuel Shaw, 
and by his grandson, the late Hon. John A. Shaw, and 
is still remaining in the family. From this historic 
parsonage have gone out large numbers of students that 
were fitted for college under the ministry by Mr. Shaw. 
The veneration and love manifested towards Mr. Shaw 
was without abatement to the close of his long life. 
His children inherited the virtues and talents of their 
father, and several of them were ministers of the 
gos{>el. Rev. Oukcs Shaw, his eldest son, settled in 
Barnstable, and was the father of the distinguished 
Lemuel Shaw, chief justice of the Supreme Court; 
Bezaliel, the second son of Rev. John, born 1738, 
graduated at Harvard in 1762, and settled in the min- 
istry at Nantucket; William, the third son, born 1741, 
graduated at Harvard College, and settled in the min- 
istry at Marshfield ; John, the fiflh son, graduated at 
Harvard College, and settled in the ministry at Hav- 
erhill ; Samuel, his sixth son, studied medicine, and 
settled in l^idgewater. 

The following elegy was occasioned by the death of 
Rev. John Shaw, but by whom written is uncertain : 



(( 



Lo ! virgin vpring on genial wings returns, 

Unlike herself in raven plumage drest, 

*Ti8 Shaw's sad fate in tenderness she moumSy 

While pallid grief sits swooning on her crest. 

The groat divine is snatched from mortal sight; 

Mad envy, hostile malice, wail at heart ; 

In bloHBoin'd ago ho took his eagle flight, 

J>cath stay'd his hand, and nature cast the dart. 

Alas ! he's gone ! the melancholy knoll 

In 1ong-<lniwn notosi prrralainiH the proaehor doAd ; 

Yet hope, assnasive hope, delights to tell 

To realms of bliss the enraptured spirit fled. 

No more those golden days to as belong ; 

No more, alas ! those years are seen to roll, 

When from his lips bless'd Gabriers song 

Enforced attention and engaged the soul. 

Religion sheds the fond maternal tear. 

And, sorrowing, casts her mouniful look around; 

Yet may his memory, held forever dear. 

To listening captives sing a joyful sound. 

Sweetly his drama dosed, life almost gone. 

No stinging thoughts his tranquil mind assails, 

Hope winged his spirit, and religion's sun 

Burst through the gloom and cheered the livid veil. 

Insensate archer ! Can none thy terrors bravo 7 

From thy arrost can nothing hand relief 7 

Ah, surely no ! kings crowd th' unsocial grave, 

The Roman conqueror, and the Qreoian chief." 



Nov. 19, 1759. The South Parish voted to build a 
new meeting-house sixty-four by fifly feet. 

November 30th. The parish voted to use the old 
meeting-house in building the new one, and to take 
it down when they shall think proper. 

March 3, 17G0. Voted not to build a belfry. 

Forty-seven pews were sold upon completion for 
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£3775, old tenor ; twelve pews sold in front gallery 
for £1012, old tenor. 

Six pews on the men's side of the meeting-house, 
and six pews on the women's side, sold for £474 10<. 
old tenor. 

1766. Col. Edson to procure a curtain for the 
pulpit. 

1767. Jacob Washburn t Co. to purchase a bell. 
Lieut. Washburn to hang the bell. 

Voted. That the bell be rung on all public days in 
the year according to the custom of other parishes, 
and to be rung at nine o'clock if free of charge to the 
parbh, and at funerals, if desired, free of charge. 
Abram Washburn to ring the bell at the rate of £3 
15s. per year. 

1773. Voted to paint the outside of the meeting- 
house as much as has been painted heretofore, and, 
the inside, the canopy, pulpit, the front work of the 
galleries, the pillars under the galleries, the posts and 
braces. 

The first meeting-house was forty-three by thirty- 
eight, eighteen feet posts. It fronted south with a 
large door in the middle and " small doors on oast 
and west side in the middle, stairs on east side, men's 
stairs on west side." 

The Rev. Zedekiah Sanger, D.D., settled as col- 
league of Dr. Shaw Dec. 17, 1788. He was a native 
of Sherborn, born in 1747, graduated at Harvard Uni- 
versity in 1771, and his first settlement was at Dux- 
bury. His call to Bridgewater proved him a worthy 
successor of his distinguished associate, who, in a 
little more than two years afler this connection, was 
called to the rewards of the just. The settlement of 
Dr. Sanger was just ader the close of the war of the 
Revolution, when the people were greatly impoverished 
by the inevitable taxation of that period. His salary 
was four hundred dollars and twenty cords of wood 
delivered. Dr. Sanger proved himself not only an 
able and faithful spiritual adviser, but an earnest and 
efficient promoter of education. The church and 
parish prospered under his ministry, and his influence 
was felt throughout the town. He was also held in 
high esteem by the clergy of the Old Colony as a con- 
spicuous example of piety and sound learning. From 
the time of his settlement until the establishment of 
the academy, his home was a school for the prepara- 
tion of young men for college, and in subsequent 
years he had many students in theology. His home 
was what is now known as the Stetson farm, and like 
the ministers of his day he was a practical farmer. 
His family of five sons and five daughters grew up to 
adorn with social graces the parish of their father. 

Several of his sons were liberally educated. Ralph, 



the third son, graduated at Harvard in 1808, and 
was a distinguished clergyman in Dover, Mass., and 
was the father of Judge George P. Sanger, of Boston. 
Richard graduated also at Harvard in 1800, and was 
preceptor of Bridgewater Academy from 1805 to 
1810. Zedekiah, the youngest son, graduated at 
Harvard in 1807, and was preceptor of the Bridge- 
water Academy from 1810 to 1815. Samuel, born 
1788, remained for many years upon the ancestral 
estate, and his long life was that of an exemplary 
Christian gentleman. He attained the age of nearly 
ninety years, lie lefl no children. There was but 
one meeting-house in the village in Dr. Sanger's time, 
and the congregation was large, and the church har- 
monious. It was not until near the close of his pas- 
torate that doctrinal dissensions disturbed the churches 
of this region. Dr. Sanger was in agroenient with 
the pronounced views of the ministry in this region, 
and his sermons are said to have been very impres- 
sive. His life was one of thorough devotion to his 
charge, and although of a remarkably strong physique, 
his incessant labors gradually impaired his health, 
and he was called from earth Nov. 17, 1820. Dr. 
Reed, of West Bridgewater, preached his funeral ser- 
mon, in which ho dcliiieatod with much ]Miwer the 
eminent career of the distinguished minuter. 

The church in which Dr. Sanger was installed was 
built in 1760, the timber of the original church being 
used in part in its construction. It was enlarged in 
1810, and was taken down to give place to the present 
beautiful edifice of the parish in 1845. 

Rev. Richard M. Hodges, the fourth minister of 
the South Parish, succeeded Dr. Sanger, and was set- 
tled Sept. 12, 1821. He was bom in Salem, Aug. 5, 
1794, and graduated at Harvard College in 1815, in 
a class peculiarly distinguished for its men of emi- 
nence in the ministerial profession. 

The council invited to solenini'/e Mr. HiMlgiis' or- 
dination convened at the Academy Hall, and organ- 
ized under the direction of Dr. John Reed, of the 
West Parish, assisted by a classmate, Rev. John O. 
Palfrey, of Boston, as scribe. Afterwards, at tho 
church, were celebrated the solemnities of the occa- 
sion, which took place in the following order: Rev. 
Ralph Sanger, of Dover, made the introductory 
prayer; Rev. Charles Lowell, of Boston, preached 
the sermon ; Rev. Thaddeus M. Harris, of Dor- 
chester, offered the ordaining prayer ; Rev. John 
Prince, of Salem, gave the charge; Rev. Charles 
Briggs, of Lexington, presented the right hand of 
fellowship; and Rev. J. 0. Palfrey made the con- 
cluding prayer. 

Rev. Mr. Hodges assumed the responsible duties of 
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his ministry nt a period of f^cni controvcrRy, which 
ioudcd to tlio goncral Bcparatiou of the Evangelical 
and Unitarian elements of the ch arches, and in the 
coarse of his pastorate witnessed the withdrawal of a 
number of his parishioners, who became identified 
with the newly-organized charch in Scotland, of which 
Rev. Ebcuczcr Gay was the first pastor. Mr. Hodges 
was inclined to the conservative school of his denomi- 
nation, adhering to the views of Clianning, which 
prevailed largely among the Unitarians of New Eng- 
land. Possessed of marked literary acquirements 
and a genial and accomplished manner, he manifested 
his devotion to his sacred calling by a most earnest 
and faithful service among his people, and at his own 
rncpumt, :it the expiration of twelve years, in 1833, 
received a peaceable dismission from his pastoral 
duties. 

Mr. Hodges* connection with his people was the 
foundation of an abiding friendship and an ardent 
interest in the church and parish. He was a frequent 
visitor to the scenes of his early labors, ministering 
consolation in seasons of sorrow and bereavement, 
and mingling in the social gatherings of festive occa- 
sions. 

On the fiftieth anniversary of his settlement (1871 ) 
Mr. Hodges preached a fitting and eloquent sermon, 
commemorative of the event, from the text, ** And ye 
shall hallow the fiftieth year.*' But of those who had 
acted as a ooniniittce in behalf of the parish to invite 
him to settle, not one was among the living. For 
more than forty years Mr. Hodges was a rcHident of 
Cambridge, where, with the blessings of an ample 
fortune, he was permitted to enjoy the social and lit- 
erary associations of its classic walks. Mr. Hodges 
died Aug. 12, 1878, leaving three children, — a son, 
Dr. R. M. Hodges, an eminent physician, and two 
married daughters. 

Rev. Theophilus P. Doggett, a graduate of Brown 
University, was the fifth minister of the First Church, 
and was the son of Rev. Simeon Doggett, of Rayn- 
ham, and grandson of Rev. Perez Fobes, of Rayn- 
ham, a native of Bridge water. Mr. Doggett was or- 
dained Nov. 13, 1833, as successor of Rev. Mr. 
Hodges. The clergymen who participated in the 
services of his ordination were Rev. Pitt Clark, of 
Norton, moderator ; Rev. Mr. Edes, of Canton, scribe ; 
Rev. Mr. Bigelow, of Taunton, who addressed the 
society ; Rev. Mr. Hodges, who offered the introduc- 
tory prayer ; Rev. George Parkman, of Boston, who 
gave the charge to the pastor ; Rev. Mr. Cra(\s, of 
East Bridgewater, who gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship ; Rev. Charles Lowell, of Boston, and Rev. Dr. 
Kendal], of Plymouth. 



Mr. Doggett continued the pastor for eleven years, 
when, by reason of bronchial disease, he was disqual- 
ified for the duties of the pulpit, and resigned his 
pastorate. 

He subsequently was settled at Ashby, in 1847, 
continuing there for six years, and then removed to 
Barnstable, where he preached for seven years. Hi? 
last pastorate was at Pembroke, which was for thir- 
teen years. His death was from apoplexy, May 18, 
1875. 

First Congregational Society. — Rev. Claudius 
Bradford was the pastor of the First Congregational 
Church and Society from May 29, 1845, to July 26, 
1851, when dismission was granted. It was daring 
Mr. ]^radford*s pastorate that the present beautiful 
church was erected. 

Rev. John J. Putnam was installed pastor Jan. 16, 
1856, and dismissed in 1864. 

Rev. George Dexter, installed Jan. 25, 1865, and 
dismissed Dec. 17, 1866. 

Rev. George H. Hosmer was settled Dec. 15, 1868, 
and resigned his pastorate Deo. 15, 1878, afler a most 
harmonious connection of ten years, during which he 
won the warm respect and affection of his parish, 
while held in high esteem by the citizens of the town. 
Mr. Hosmer left Bridgewater to accept a most eli- 
gible position as pastor of a church in Salem, Mass. 

Rev. Albert E. Goodnough was pastor from Sept. 
25, 1879, to April, 1881. 

Rev. John Albert Wilson was ordained May 11, 
1882, and died in Bridgewater, Deo. 8, 1883. His 
brief pastorate was sadly ended by his sudden death, 
as he had preached on the Sabbath before his decease. 
He was much beloved for rare social gifla, and his 
funeral was largely attended by the people of the 
parish and neighboring clergymen. His remains rest 
in the cemetery of the village. 

The clerks of the First Congregational Society have 
been, — 

KleiiMr Carver, 1710, '17, '18. 

Riohftrd Davenport, 1719. 

.losiah Rdson, Nnthaniol Willii, RIcaior Carver, to 1724. 

Tliomiw JIayward, 1724, '26, '20, '27, '28, '2U, '30, '31, '32, '33, 

';h, ':»ft. 

Col. .loBinh Kdson, .Tr., 17X0, '37, '38, '39, '40, '41, M2, '43, '44, 
'46, '40, '47, '48, '49, '60, '61, '62, '63, '^4, '66, '60, '67, '68, 
'69, '00, '01, '02, '03, '04, '06, '00. 

Josiah Bdson, Jr., 1700, '07, '08, '09, '70, '71, '72, '73, '74, '76. 

Capt. Abrain Washburn, 1776, '70, '77, 78, '79, '80. 

Samuel Kinsley, 1781, '82, '83, '84, '86. 

Dr. Samuel Shaw, 1780, '87, '88. 

Winslow Hooper, 1780, '90. 

Isaao Laxen, 1791, '92, '93, '94 '96, '90, '97, '98, '99, 1800, '01, 
'02, '03, '04, '06, '00, '07, '08, '09. 

Caleb Cary, 1810, '11, '12, '13, '14, '16. 

Holmes Sprague, 1818, '17, '18, '19, '20, '21, '22. 
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Nathan Laioll, Jr., 1828, '24, '26, '26, '27, '28. 

Nabum KtoUon, 1820, '»0, "M. 

Mitehell Keith, 1830. 

Philo Leach, 1831, '32, '33, '34, '35, '30. '37, '38, '39, '40, '41, 

'42, '43, '44, '46, '46, '47, '48. 
Williams Latham, 1840, '60, '61, '62, '63, '64, '66, '60, '67. 
Bli Wathburn, 1867, '68, '60, '00, '01, '02, '03, '04, '06, '00, '07, 

'08, '09, '70, 71, '72, '73, '74, '75, '70, '77. 
Henry T. Pratt, 1877. 

Among the namos of the fathers whoso memories 
wo would ever ohorish may he mentioned those of the 
worthy deaoons who were associated with the organi- 
sation and growth of the church of the South Parish. 
Though no date may indicate the time of the choice 
of the first stondard-hearers of Mr. Allen's pastorate, 
the duties of the ofiico devolved upon two honored 
members of the community whose Pilgrim names, 
Carver and Alden, have ever graced the banner of 
the Old Colony. 

It was not, however, till Oct. 17, 1734, sixteen 
years after the settlement of the first pastor, that 
'* the brethren, being met together at the public meet- 
ing-house, declared it as their judgment that there 
ought to be an ordination of deacons,** and upon 
the choice of Thomas Hayward as deacon, whose 
home overlooked the woods and vales of Pratt Town, 
arranged for the solemn service of ordination to take 
place November 17th, on the third anniversary of 
Mr. Shaw's settlement. 

This occasion can have been of no ordinary inter- 
est to the welfare of the infant church, the member- 
ship of which was rapidly increasing under the care 
of its youthful pastor, and, with the establishment of 
schools, was to determine the perpetuity of religion 
and good learning in the community. Wo would 
'seek to know more of the character and lives of those 
who gathered to witness these services and who were 
so scattered from Titicut and'Nippenickett to the little 
hamlet of Satucket We can be quite sure that 
among the number were two of the sons of Minister 
Keith, — Samuel of Scotland, and John of South 
Street, — who had early become identified with the 
welfare of the church and would watch with interest 
the growth of a vine of their father*s planting. 

Deacon Elcazer Carver and Deacon Joseph Alden 
lived to witness the prosperity of the church, and in 
a ripe old age, before the decease of Deacon Elayward, 
in 1741, were considerably relieved of the responsi- 
bilities of their office by the appointment of Capt. 
Josiah Edson, who lived near the site of the old 
Pratt Tavern, and of Solomon Pratt, whose farm must 
have extended into the valley of the forge. The va- 
cancy caused by the death of Deacon Pratt, in 1757, 
was filled by the choice of Jacob Hayward, of Pratt- 



town, who upon the decease of Oapt. Eilson, in 1763, 
was probably assisted in the duties of the oifico by 
Col. Josiah Edson, who at this time, with Lieut. 
Joshua Alden, was a *' tuner of the psalms.*' In 177^, 
nearly three years before the dose of Deacon Hay- 
ward's life, occurred the election of Benjamin Willis, 
Jr., and Seth Pratt, the former an honored judge, 
whose mansion still stands near ancestral trees, on 
the way to Woodward*s bridge, the latter a nephew 
of Deacon Solomon and of prominence as a select- 
man for many years. Deacon Pratt and Deacon 
Willis were the last of the eight recorded deacons of 
Mr. Shaw's long pastorate, and lived not only to wit- 
ness the installation of Mr. Sanger as colleague of 
their uge<i minister, but to cheer for many years their 
pastor's life. Faithful in the maintenance of the or- 
dinances of the gospel in the town, these fathers were 
no less active in their chosen callings. But though 
time has thrown into oblivion many an incident of 
their lives, and left us but few landmarks to remind 
us of their names, we who have the inestimable 
legacy of Christian homes can strive to manifest in 
our lives their spirit and steadfast Christian char- 
acter, and inscribe above their resting-places the 
words of the Psalmist, so fittingly written of one of 
their number, '* Help, Lord, for the godly man 
ceaseth, for the faithful fail from among the children 
of men." 

At the beginning of Mr. Sangar's pastorate, in 
1788, the brethren of the church made choice of 
James Perkins, Jr., as an associate of Deacon Willis 
and Deacon Pratt, the former of whom was at that 
time quite advanced in years. Deacon Perkins was a 
great-grandson of the first settler of the name in 
Bridgewater, and resided but a few steps beyond the 
site of the old Trinity Church, not far from the site 
of the original family homestead. The enterprise 
and skill of Deacon Perkins as a gunsmith, in devel- 
oping the growth of the mechanical industries of the 
parish, were of no inferior order, and in the war of 
independence had been recognised in the manufacture 
of a thousand stand of arms for the American army. 
Subsequently, in the days of 1812, with his son, 
llufiis, and son-inlaw. Dr. Shnbael Ix>vell, he still 
continued to fill orders for the government. The 
gun-shop of Deacon Perkins still stands incorporated 
in the old mansion of the Lovell family, and in its 
concealment is expressive of the changes of a cen- 
tury, and of the obscurity of many a landmark of 
the Revolution. 

Two of Deacon Perkins' grandsons, Nehemiah and 
Lorenzo Lovell, were graduates of Brown University 
in 1833, and studied for the ministry. Shubael re- 
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niained upon tho homestead place, and, as a manu- 
facturer of straw goods, was long known as a business 
man uf energy and integrity. The old house of 
Deacon Perkins was destroyed by fire not many years 
before the close of his life, which occurred in 1827, 
in his eighty-first year. 

Another of Mr. Sanger's deacons was Ephraim 
Orcut, the son of Ichabod, whose early home, long 
since reuioved, once stood beyond South 13rook at the 
entrance of the road to the State work-house. He re- 
moved to the West Parish in 1806, but subsequently 
retunied to his native parish and lived at the Horton 
place (now owned by M. F. Barney), where he died 
in 1831, at the age of eighty-seven years. His 
widow and M(Wonil nienibers of his family removed 
to Chester, N. II. 

Deacon Orcut's humble sphere in life was no bar- 
rier to his recognition as a worthy and exemplary 
candidate for the sacred ofBce, and the intrinsic ex- 
cellence of his character was freely acknowledged in 
the thoughtful aflection of tlu* community. Of \m 
ancoMtry, as of his brethren, 

" Their nnniosy thoir jeaiv, fpelt bj tho unlotlored Mu8«, 
The place of fame and elegy supply, 
And many a holy text around ehe etrews, 
That teach the rustic moralist to die." 

A prominent man in Dr. Sanger's day was Maj. 
Isaac Lazoll, who, with Pot«r (/Onnnt, was chosen 
deacon as early as 1803. Deacon LazclFs name will 
long be revered as one which w:is connected not only 
with the work of the church, but with the develop- 
ment of all good objects of a public character. He 
was born in 1756, and his life spanned that deeply 
interesting Revolutionary period which so tested the 
patriotism of our countrymen. Fitted by sterling 
qualities of mind and heart to be a prudent adviser, 
he became one of Dr. Sanger's enduring friends, and 
in the capacity of clerk of the parish evinced his 
interest in its affairs by a faithful service of eighteen 
years. Associated with his brother, Nathan Lazell, 
Esq., at the old store, Maj. Lazell, with others, was 
active in the inauguration of the great manufacturing 
industry that for two generations has given distinc- 
tion to his native place, and reflected in its bunincsH 
management that solid integrity chanicteristic of the 
original firm. As merchant and manufacturer he was 
instrumental in concentrating about his home such 
enterprise as to render it the nucleus of the future 
village, and his participation in the endowment and 
erection of the academy of the county in 1701) was 
indicative not only of his foresight but his bounty. 
" May science flourish in the acsidcmy now raising," 
written in his day-book of June 20th, is but an ex- 



pression of those who sought the educational and 
moral elevation of the community and the blessings 
of good learning for thoir children. 

As proprietor of a public-house in later years, 
Maj. Lazell naturally felt a deep interest in the pro- 
ject of opening a grand turnpike road between Boston 
and New Bedford, and most significantly co-operated 
with his brother. Gen. Lazell, in its construction in 
1805. Deacon LazclKs home, with its poplars and 
oflisets and its walks of box, was brightened by the 
presence of a worthy helpmeet whoso refined nature 
fitted her for the prominence which she occupied in 
the social circle, and whose spirit of hospitality ren- 
dered so attractive the surroundings of tho deacon's 
inn. As (lie fortunate miHtrcss of such a homo she 
raised a large family of daughters, and upon the death 
of her husband, in 1810, continued to welcome to her 
board a gladsome company of students — oflen twenty 
or more — whose faces cheered the halls of the old 
academy. The spirit of generosity of her husband, 
Mrs. Lazell lived to see revived in the presentation 
of the commodious grounds of the second Academy 
by his heirs in 1822, and to the end of life in the 
home of her daughter, Mrs. Eddy, was the friend of 
many a student. 

An associate of Deacon Lazell was Peter Conant, 
the son of Phineas, and nephew of Rev. Silvanos 
Coimtit, a distinguished minister of Middleboro*. 
About the time of his marriage, in 1777, Mr. Conant 
took up his abode on the eastern slope of Oreat Hill, 
on an old bridle-path that now winds through quiet 
woodland not far from the site of the old family home- 
stead, which was owned by Lot Conant, son of the 
first Nathaniel. Mr. Conant was an artisan of 
acknowledged skill, and possessed the spirit of enter- 
prise and of loyal citizenship. In early life in com- 
pany with his brother, Phineas, and his undo. Lot, he 
was a soldier in Capt. Allen*8 Bridgewater company, 
and with several others of the name was foremost in 
patriotic service. Upon the death of Deacon Lazell, 
in 1810, with Deacon James Alger and Deacon Cor- 
nelius Holmes as asHociates, Deacon Conant continued 
to perform the duties of his office till a few years be- 
fore the close of Mr. Sanger's ministry, when ho be- 
came an attendant of the religious service at Scotland, 
and was an original member of that church. In 
1823, Deacon Conant sold his place and removed to 
Northfield, N. H., the home of his son. Rev. Lebbeus 
Conant, where he died surrounded by his kindred. 

James Alger, who acted as a deacon as early as 
1810, was the son of Lieut. James Alger, of the 
West Parish, and brother of Capt. Abizer Alger, a 
furnaceman of prominence, and father of Cyrus Alger, 
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the distinguished metallurgist and manufacturer. 
Deacon Alger lived on the old Samuel Keith place 
in Scotland, and for a number of years in partnership 
with Col. Salmon Fobes carried on an iron furnace and 
store at Freetown. He was an influential and re- 
spected member of the parish, especially interested in 
the welfare of the schools, and so long as his health 
permitted retained his official connection with the 
church. Upon his resignation, in 1822, Cyrus Cope- 
land, Sr., was chosen his successor. Deacon Alger 
was a devoted student of the Scriptures, and it was 
said of him that he would speculate with conHiderublo 
ability upon subjects that have found opposite advo- 
cates in the Christian Church. He was an occasional 
contributor to the Cliristian Register. He spent the 
last of his days with his son, Rev. Horatio Alger, 
who at that time was pastor of the Unitarian Church 
in Chelsea. Deacon Alger's wife was a daughter of 
Lieut. • Joseph Bassett, a descendant on her father's 
side of William Bassett, and on her mother's of Rob- 
ert Cushman, both of whom were among the Plymouth 
Pilgrims. 

The erection of the church at the East Precinct in 
1720, and the organization of a church in Halifax in 
1734, had slightly affected the membership of Mr. 
Shaw's parish ; but in 1743 the people of Titicut, by 
a petition for a separate precinct, created a more serious 
loss to its membership, and in course of time no small 
disturbance of its disciplinary peace. The preaching 
of Whitefield, Davenport, and the Tennents, and fid- 
wards, Hopkins, and Bullaniy, had at this time of 
the great awakening made a deep impression upon 
the churches of New England, and the controversy of 
the Old and New Lights was making inroads upon the 
churches of the established order, and given rise to the 
organization of separate parishes. The Old Lights 
favoring the undisturbed privileges of the established 
clergy, and relying upon the power of the civil law 
for the support of the ordinances of religion, were in 
direct conflict with the upholders of new measures, 
who aimed at the complete separation of Church and 
State. So great was the prejudice, moreover, against 
any innovation in the modes of preparation of the 
clergy for their sacred office, that in Connecticut, where 
the controversy more hotly raged, a law was enacted, 
prohibiting any person who had not been educated or 
graduated at ** Harvard, or Yule, or some other allowed 
Protestant college or university," from taking '^ the 
benefit of the law of the government, respecting the 
settlement and support of ministers." But, on the 
other hand, it was the express conviction of many, who 
sought the more pronounced views of republicanism, 
and advocated a more ardent spirituality of the church, 



that, to limit the functions of the gospel ministry to 
those only who had enjoyed the privileges of u liberal 
education, was to debar from most active sei^vioo a 
certain element in the church whoso quulificationa for 
the ministry was evinced by their efficiency and spirit- 
ual life. With fifty- three original members in 1718, 
and with seventy-five additional names during Mr. 
Allen's pastorate, the prosperity of Mr. Shaw's church 
had ever been apparent in the cheerful support of his 
ministerial labors, and in the coutinucil increase of its 
membership. The first ten yotirs of his ministry had 
witnesMod the reception of (»nc hundred and eight nioui- 
bers, fifty-peven of whom signed the covenant during 
the first three years, and the great revival of 1742 
had produced most gratifying results by the accession of 
thirty-three in January, thirty-seven in February, and 
fi(\y-seven during the remainder of the year. During 
the firitt twenty years of Mr. Shaw's ministry two 
hundred and fifty-eight had been added to the church. 
In 1741 and 1742, for a period of fourteen months, 
the preaching of Eliab Byram, at Titicut, had aroused 
a deep interest in the ordinances of the gospel, and 
the desire for the incorporation of a parish, which 
was granted with considerable delay. 

Silas Brett, John Wadsworth, Mr. Tucker, and 
Solomon llecd were among those who afterwards coq> 
ducted religious services there, but there was yet no 
permanent ministry. The efforts of Rev. Nathaniel 
Shepherd, of Attleboro', prepared the way for the ar- 
rival of Rev. Joseph Snow and Rev. Isaac Backus, 
the former a New Light minister of Pnividcnce, who8o 
father was a native of Bridgewater, and the latter a 
well-known Evangol'istic preacher, of Connecticut. 
Mr. Snow and Mr. Backus were hospitably enter- 
tained at the home of Setb Hay ward, a '* Christian 
brother," and on the following day Mr. Backus 
writes: ** We came down to Titicut, to Brother Satu- 
uol Alden's, where Brother Snow, who had labored in 
the place before, was welcomed with much rejoicing." 
Numerous services in December and January now 
aroused an interest in the speedy acknowledgment of 
a covenant, and a discourse of Mr. Backus upon the 
building and government of the church hastened the 
action of those who favored the claims of the New 
Lights. The precinct had already taken measures for 
the coujpletion of its plans. In the month of March, 
1747, at the home of Juuics Keith, a gnindson of 
Minister Keith, it was voted " to provide material to 
enclose and cover the meeting-house," but the meui- 
hers of neighboring churches could obtain no letters 
of dismission. The mutual jealousy of the Old 
Light Church of Bridgewater and the New Light 
Church of Mr. Conant, at Middleboro', that their 
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brethren at Titicut would not be beneath the proteot- 
itig wand of a suitable 8hepherd, finally led to a reso- 
lution .of the petitioners that they would be ** re- 
strained by such tyranny no longer/* and resulted in 
the or^nisution of a church in 1748, which soon 
accepted the ministrations of Rev. Isaac Backus. 
Sixteen persons signed the covenant, nine of whom 
were of the church of the South Parish. At this 
time the little church was increasing, and at the date 
of the ordination, April 13th, numbered thirty-four. 
** Only pastors of kindred churches, with del^ates 
of Norwich, Canterbury, Attleboro', and Providence, 
had been invited to participate in the ordination. 
Rev. Mr. Snow, of Providence, preached the sermon ; 
l)(»i(M)n Tsraitl Witshburn was chosen to lay on hands ; 
Brother Cleveland, of Canterbury, offered the first 
prayer; Brother Paine, of Canterbury, gave the 
charge ; Brother Hyde, of Norwich, gave the right 
hand of fellowship ; and Deacon Washburn made the 
concluding prayer.'* A period of violent commotion 
among the churches of New England respecting the 
modes and subject of baptism was the occasion of con- 
tinued discussion and distraction for several years, 
and the occurrence of five New Light councils from 
1751 to 1753, which followed Mr. Backus* decision 
in favor of believer's baptism, resulted in the decline 
of the growth of the church, and a gradual separation 
of conflicting elements. Mr. Backus ctmtinucd to 
preach as a Congrc^alionalist until the formation of a 
Baptist Church, January, 175G. The church called 
Mr. Backus, and June 23d witnessed his installation. 
This was the first Baptist Church organized between 
Boston and Rehoboth, and between Bellingham and 
the end of Cape Cod. 

Though favored with but a small number of ad- 
herents, Mr. Backus* church in 1779 had increased in 
membership from fifty-nine to one Imndred and thirty- 
eight, and at the expiration of forty years, with the 
changes that came from the decease of thirty-four, 
the dismission of sixty-one to other churches, it still 
possessed a thriving body of followers, who numbered 
ninety-one, and had already acquired the title of 
mother of ministers and churches. 

At the beginning of his ptwtorato at Titicut, Mr. 
Backus adopted the course of an Evangelistic preacher, 
and, like Wesley, called the world his parish, for of no 
part of the Old Colony was he unmindful. During 
the first eleven years of his ministry he delivered two 
thousand four hundred sermons, and traveled fourteen 
thouHJind seven hundred miles beyond the limits of 
his parish. This ctnirHc of life he pursued until 
4|uitc a(lvanc<Ml in yivirs, and delivered annually alHMit 
two hundred sermons. In the formation of kindred 



churches of Middleboro*, Barnstable, Marshfield, 
Cocheset, and Carver, we recognise the legitimate 
influence of the Christian code of Rhode Island, 
under the administration of an active reformer. With 
but six churches of his denomination in Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut before 1734, Mr. Backus wit- 
nessed a most remarkable growth of his cause in the 
establishment of forty-eight churches in Massachu- 
setts in the course of thirty years, and, before 1792, 
of a thousand churches in the country. 

His prominence in concentrating the strength of 
the Baptist element in New England, and promoting 
its claims of equality, found honored expression in 
his mission at Philadelphia in 1774, at the meeting 
of the First Continental Congress, and his protest 
against the establishment of old ecclesiastical laws in 
Massachusetts, and in his plea for the amendment of 
the Bill of Rights, placed him in the ranks of the 
mast noted advocates of religious liberty. Associated 
with President Manning, of the College of Rhode 
Island, of which he was trustee, Mr. Backus was 
heartily identified with the interests of liberal learn- 
ing, and was a dispenser of charities for the educa- 
tion of youth. His numerous publications upon both 
political and religious subjects attracted the attention 
of statesmen, and enlisted the sympathy of many. 
With an established fame as a preacher and historian 
he was also a recognized teacher in his profession, 
and welcomed not a few to his fellowship, who became 
eminent as clergymen. 

At his humble home, on Nov. 20, 1806, Mr. 
Backus passed away in the eighty- third year of his 
age, and the sixty-first of his ministry. He was bom 
in Norwich, Conn., Jan. 9, 1724. His father was a 
descendant of one of the first planters of Norwich 
(1660). His mother was of the family line of the 
Winslows, who were early settlers iu the Old Colony. 

Ecclesiastical History. — In 1821 certain mem- 
bers of the First Congregational Church withdrew 
and organized a new church, viz., the Trinitarian 
Congregational Church, and the following are the 
names of those who constituted said church at its 
organisation, Oct. 17, 1821 : John Conant, Deborah 
(/onant, Jason Dyer, Thcophilus Wontworth, Betsey 
Wentworth, Rufus Wood, Susannah Wood, Mary 
Conant, Mary Hooper, Nancy Washburn, Oliver Co- 
nant, Peter Conant, Jane Conant, Polly Conant, Levi 
Leach, Betsey Leach, Giles Leach, Deborah Conant, 
Ruth Keith. 

Nov. 10, 1821, an organization was had for the 
erection of a meeting-house, which was to be built in 
Hharits of one hundred dollars each, and the following 
persons were chosen building committee: Benjamin 
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Keith, Jason Dyer, Seth Conant, Zephaniah CaswcU, 
Esra Fobos, Jr., William Bassott, Calob F. liooiiard. 
It was agreed that there should be thirty shares, and 
the following persons are named as agreeing to take 
shares: Jason Dyer, Caleb F. Leonard, William 
Bassett, Benjamin Keith, Ezra Fobes, Jr., Nathan 
Bassett, Zephaniah Caswell, Josiah Ba&sett, Cornelius 
Holmes, Scth Conant, Rufus Wood, Oliver Conant, 
Joseph Bassett, Morton Eddy, Levi Hooper, George 
Bassett, Zephaniah Wilbar. 

Seth Conant and Ezra Fobes contracted to build 
the meeting-house, which was located in what is 
known as "Scotland.*' The church was completed 
during the year 1822, at a cost of three thousand 
dollars. Ezra Fobes, Oliver Keith, and Morton Eddy 
were chosen deacons. 

Jan. 29, 1823, this church installed the Rev. 
Ebenezer Gay as its pastor, Rev. Dr. Cod man, of 
Dorchester, preaching the sermon, and the following 
clergymen taking part in the exercises of the occa- 
sion : Dr. Calvin Hitchcock, of Randolph ; Rev. 
William Cogswell, of Dedham ; Rev. J. B. Fiske, of 
Sharon ; Rev. Elisha Fiske, of Wrentham ; Rev. 
Luther Sheldon, D.D., of Easton ; Rev. P. Colby, 
of Middleboro* ; Rev. Daniel Thomas, of Abington ; 
Rev. Sylvester Holmes, of New Bedford ; Rev. Mr. 
Shaw, of Middleboro*; Rev. Daniel Huntington, 
of North Bridgewater. Mr. Fiske was moderator; 
Mr. Sheldon, scribe. 

Mr. Gay continued his labors with success, and the 
following year about fifty were added to the church. 
After about fifteen years (in 1836) the members of 
the church in the Centre had increased, and a major- 
ity being in favor of removing to that locality, Mr. 
Gay, with much reluctance, parted with his Scotland 
charge, and established the church, with a new house 
of worship, on the west side of Central Square. This 
course was approved by neighboring clergymen and 
laymen, and proved to be what is now the stning and 
well-established Central Square Church. Rev. Mr. 
Gay was dismissed, at his own request, Dec. 29, 1841, 
and his successor was Rev. S. S. Tappan, who was 
the pastor for two years, — Morton Eddy, Cornelius 
Holmes, and Abiel Bassett, deacons. 

In 1845 (April 23d), Rev. Duvid Brigham was 
installed the pastor. The council was Rev. P. Colby, 
of Middleboro' ; Rev. Paul Couch, of North Bridge- 
water; Rev. Israel W. Putnam, of Middleboro*; 
Rev. Dennis Poivers, of Abington ; Rev. Daniel 
Huntington, of North Bridgewarter ; Rev. Baalis 
Sanford, of East Bridgewater; Rev. Willard Pierce, 
of Abington. * Sermon by Rev. Sewall Harding, of 
Medway. 



Mr. Brigham's pastorate continued until Dec. 24, 

1858, when he tendered his resignation, a(\er nearly 
fourteen years of faithful devotion to his sacroil call- 
ing, during which time there were many additions to 
the church. 

Rev. John M. Prince, from Georgetown, was the 
next pastor. His installation took place Fob. 23, 

1859, and gave promise of good for the church. 

In a few months he was stricken with fatal dis- 
ease, which terminated his brief but most devoted 
labors with this people, Nov. 16, 1859. Mr. Prince 
was very much beloved, and his death was deeply 
lamented. His remains were tenderly laid in the 
cemetery of this town with most touching exproasionfl 
of affection by his church and parish. 

The meeting-house, which was erected in 1836, 
was destroyed by fire in 1860. 

Rev. Ebenezer Douglass was the next minister, 
coming to the place the week before the church was 
destroyed. He engaged with seal in the interest of 
the church, and aided much in raising funds for 
rebuilding the present spacious and convenient edi- 
fice. The funds for the new meeting-house were 
raised by subscription and given to the corporate 
church that owned the land, on condition that tho 
annual rental of pews should be applied to tho sup- 
port of the gospel ministry and the incidental ex- 
penses of the church. 

The meeting- house was completed in the spring of 
1862. 

Solomon K. Eaton was the architect, and Ambrose 
Keith the master builder. 

The building committee were Joshua E. Crane, 
Philip D. Kingman, Christopher D. Copeland. 

There was a commendable spirit of liberality and 
self-saorifice manifested by the church and parish in 
accomplishing this work, which was carried on amid 
the trying season of the war of the Rebellion. 

Mr. Douglass was installed June 26, 1862, the 
following ministers participating in the exercises: 
Rev. E. A. Park, D.D., who preached the sermon 
(Boston) ; Rev. E. Thurston, D.D., charge to the 
pastor (Fall River) ; Rev. J. C. Seagrayes, Scotland ; 
Rev. N. II. Broughton, East and West Bridge- 
water; Rev. T. G. Brainard, Halifax; Rev. I. W. 
Putnam, D.D., Middleboro*; Rev. E. G. LiUle, 
North Middleboro* ; Rev. J. G. Haskell, Raynham ; 
Rev. F. Wallace, Boston. 

Mr. Douglass retained the pastorate for five yean 
and resigned, having accomplished much for the pros- 
perity of the church. 

Rev. Horace D. Walker was installed pastor April 
9, 1868, Rev. Eli Thurston preaching the sermon, 



HISTORY OF BRIDGKWATER. 



783 



continiiinp: n siiccossful ininiatry for twelve ycani, 
when he tendered his resignation. 

Rev. J. G. Bodwell, the present pastor, was in- 
stalled in 1880. 

The chureh edifice was enlarged for an organ-lofl, 
etc., and frescoed and much improved in 1883, at an 
expense of seventeen hundred dollars, by the gener- 
ous gifts of a few members of the parish. Under 
the faithful ministry of able and devoted pastors, the 
church and parish has strengthened in numbers, and 
its congregation is among the largest in the town. 
The Sabbath-school is well sustained, under the 
superintendence of Mr. George H. Martin. Deacons, 
Abiel Bassett, Levi Walker, George H. Martin ; 
Pansh Clerk, Alliert G. Boyden ; Treasurer, A. C. 
Boyden ; Standing Committee, Levi Walker, R. W. 
Wilbcr, James Reed ; Committee on Pews, James 
Reed, I. M. Conant, A. G. Boyden ; Collector, James 
Reed ; Auditor, John M. Stetson. 

Deacon Henry D. Sanford, who for many years was 
an efficient and devoted worker as deacon and as 
Sunday-school superintendent, was called from the 
scenes of earth, greatly lamented, February 14, 1883. 
He was the son of Rev. Baalis Sanford, of East 
Bridgewater. 

Trinity Chnroh. — In January, a.d. 1747, Samuel 
Edson, of Bridgewater, gave by deed, in trust, to the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
l^arts of the Church of England fourteen acres of 
land, the annual proceeds of which were " to be ap- 
plied to e mintainance of public worship & ministra- 
tion of e word and sacraments according to the rites 
and usages of e ch. of England." '^ A small society 
was formed, who commenced the building of e church 
in e spring of e year 1748." 

Among the names of those early builders were 
Samuel, Jr., John, Obed, Abel, and Ezra Edson, 
Thomas and Franciff Perkins. This first church 
building was not completed nor even glazed until 
long aAer public worship was held under its roof, 
according to the records. Some years after the 
raising, wo read of the sale of the wood on the glebe, 
by Ebenezer Keith, to obtain window-glass and to 
erect pulpit, reading-desk, and altar. It was not 
until sixty-eight years afterwards that the earnest 
and faithful John Edson, a descendant of the founder, 
at his own expense thoroughly repaired and com- 
pleted the first Trinity Church, which was then first 
consecrated by Bishop Griswold in 1816. This was 
a glad day for the church |)eople of Bridgewater, but 
the institution seems to have hardly less than a name 
to live until Rev. Matthias Monroe accepted the rec- 
torship in 1831, when the church was filled with a 



congregation. Rev. William Warland became the 
rector in 183G, and a new church was erected, to take 
the place of the old one of 1748, and consecrated by 
Bishop Griswold. 

The new Trinity ranked among the finest buildings 
of that day, with its fine mahogany pulpit, and when 
demolished, last November, had long been one of the 
most attractive objects in the rural landscape. A mong 
its rectors of this second period are many names that 
still live gratefully in the hearts and memories of 
parishioners. 

During the year 1883, by a combined effort of the 
friends of the church, a fine lot has been purchased, 
upon which the third and new Trinity Church is 
rising to gladden the hearts and eyes of Trinity people. 
The contracting builder is Mr. S. L. Ryder, of West 
Bridgewater. The new church, which is now well 
advanced towards completion, is seventy-seven by 
thirty-three, being a simple nave only, with a oomer 
tower, and was designed by Mr. Stephen C. Earle, of 
Worcester. 

Among those who have rendered faithful service as 
rectors of the church are the Rev. Charles Clark Harris, 
Rev. B. R. Gillord, and Rev. Joseph Jenks. 

The present rector is Rev. J. Milton Peck, under 
whose ministry this church of the fathers seems to 
have taken a new lease of life in Bridgewater. Mr. 
Peck is a native of Fall River, a graduate of Trinity 
College, Hartford, of the class of 1854, and was 
ordained in 185G as a minister of the gospel. 

New Jerusalem Church. — ^The society of the 
New Jerusalem Church was formed in 1824, and the 
first preacher was Mr. Artemas Stebbins, who was a 
zealous believer of the doctrines of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg. Mr. Eleazer Smith began to preach for the 
society in 1824 and continued until 1826, when the 
society arranged for service at the Academy Hall, 
where it was continued most of the time until 1831. 
In 1833 a church was organized by Rev. Thomas 
Worcester, with the following members: Seth Wash- 
bum, Sarah Washburn, Daniel Mitchell, Eunice 
Mitchell, Cyrus Benson, Lydia Benson, Thomas 
Broadhurst, Chloe Broadhurst, Thomas Cushman, 
Lucy Cushman, Simeon Leonard, Philander Wood^ 
Ralph Copelaud, Charles Pratt, William Snow, De- 
borah Hay ward, Polly Alden, Rebecca L. Conant, 
Mary Perkins, Susan Copeland, Bethiah Bates, Bo- 
adicea Leonard. 

On Sept. 3, 1834, the house of worship was dedi- 
cated. It was the first erected by this denomination 
in New England, Rev. M. M. Caril, of Philadelphia, 
as consecrating priest. Rev. C. I. Doughly and Rev. 
Samuel Worcester participated in the services. Mr. 
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Worcester continued the minister until 1839, when 
the society TOtcd to dissolve the relation. 

Roy. Thomas P. Rodman was the minister in 1845, 
and closed his pastorate in 1863. 

Mr. Rodman subsequently preached in Portland, 
Me., and at Philadelphia, where he died April, 1870. 
Mr. Rodman was an able, scholarly man, of ready 
speech, and most earnestly devoted to his ministerial 
office. The interest which he took in all public 
affairs, particularly the cause of education, gave him 
a prominent place as a citizen, and in humility he ex- 
emplified the Christian character. Mr. Redman was 
born in Newport, R. I., in 1811. 

Rev. T. B. Hayward was a stated supply for a 
number of years, closing his connection with the so- 
ciety in 1868. He was a graduate of Harvard Col- 
lege, and had a high standing as a student of the doc- 
trines of the New Church, and accouiplishcd much 
for the Boston society prior to his connection with the 
Bridgewater Church. His death occurred in 1878, 
ten years after leaving Bridgewater. 

Rev. Theodore F. Wright became the pastor in 
1869, when the society entered upon u prosperous 
experience, and proceeded to the erection of the new 
edifice, which was completed in 1871. The late Mr. 
Joseph A. Hyde was a liberal promoter of this enter- 
prise, giving the land for the church and contrib- 
uting generously to its building fund. The building 
committee were Philo Keith, E. H. Sprague, Spencer 
Leonard, M. H. Cornell, and Sumner Keith. The 
church building is a beautiful and convenient struc- 
ture, and an ornament to the village. The society is 
still favored with Mr. Wright's pastorate. 

Methodist Episcopal Church. — The Methodist 
Episcopal Church was organized in Bridgewater May 
3, 1874 ; the following persons holding church letters 
were enrolled as original members: George Adams, 
Margaret Adams, Albert Uarriman, Mahala Harri- 
man, Sarah A. Lawrence, John McBay, Jjotitia Mc- 
Bay, Abbie F. Lawrence, and Silva Shedd. 

The minbters who have served the charge are as 
follows : Revs. George H. Baker, J. R. Wood, W. G. 
Wilson, T. J. Everett, George W. Morgan, George 
W. Coon, W. F. Farrington, J. B. Hingeley, and W. 
A. Wright. 

For four yeara the church rented the old Sweden- 
borgian meeting-house. In the fifth year ste{)s were 
taken to purchase the house, and three years ago 
(1881) the debt for lot, building, and reiitting was en- 
tirely paid. The church has shown a commendable 
spirit of self-sacrifice, and seems to exert a good in- 
fiuence in the town. The officers arc H. F. Barnes, 
reeording steward ; Albert Harriman, collector ; F. C. 



Gkmmons, Sunday-school superintendent ; J. B. Ro- 
gers, assistant Sunday-school superintendent. 

Catholic Church. — The Catholic Church was built 
in this town in 1855, and has been an institution that 
has conferred much benefit upon the large class of 
adopted citizens. Rev. John Conlon is the pastor, 
and an able, scholarly preacher. 

Bridgewater Iron Manufacture. — From a very 
early date in the history of the country, Bridgewater 
has been identified with the manufacture of iron, and 
more than a century ago was a central point of this 
important enterprise. Even as early as 1 G28 special 
encouragement from the mother-country promoted a 
search for minerals, and gradually called into being 
important iron companies in Abington, Raynham, 
Middlcboro*, and Bridgewater. The ponds and bogs 
4)f the Old Colony wore found to yield an abun- 
dant supply of ore, and furnaces and forges for smelt- 
ing and working up the metal with charcoal from the 
swamps and hills presented scenes of primitive ac- 
tivity that can be but faintly realised. The earliest 
mention of iron manufacture in Bridgewater is re- 
corded in 1707, in a lease of land by Indians of Titi- 
cut to Capt. Edson, Edward Mitchell, Edward Fobes, 
Samuel Washburn, and Ephraim Howard, in consid- 
eration of an annual payment of twenty-five shillings, 
" to have liberty to set up iron works," and ^* to joyn 
their damm to our land, and also to improve what is 
needful for ponding." In 1737, Capt. Josiah Edson 
and others were engaged in the manufacture of hollow- 
ware at South Brook, near the present margin of 
Carver's Pond, and laid the foundation for an active 
trade in ** sk diets, cauldrons, and do<::8." The foun- 
dry of Amos Keith and others at the ^' old Forgo 
Brook" at Titicut, about the same time, were engaged 
in casting cannon, and the furnace of Jeremiah Keith 
& Brother, not far away, were among the establish- 
ments actively engaged in contributing supplies at this 
period. The rapid growth of our colonial industries, 
however, had in 1750 met with most rigorous re- 
strictive measures on the part of Oreat Britain in the 
prohibition of the further erection of slitting-mills, 
rolling-mills, and forges, and had called forth an im- 
mediate declaration of natural rights from the people 
of Massachusetts. It was therefore not until ailer the 
Revolution that iron manufacture was able to resume 
its former prominence in the colony. 

As a home of artisans and manufacturers Bridge- 
water became a centre of renewed activity, and iu 
1818, a short time before the division of the town, 
possessed three forges, two slitting-mills, two anchor- 
shops, four trip-hammers, three nail-factories, and one 
air furnace. At the present site of the Bridgewater 
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Iron Company's works was erected, in 1785, the 
second slittingmil] in the country, after the return of 
peace. Another slitting-niill was erected in 1793, and 
in 1795 the establishment and success of the busi- 
ness were indicated by the cutting and rolling of four 
hundred and forty-five tons of iron, of which one 
hundred tons were made into hoop- iron and for cut- 
ting nails. This branch of industry, through the 
foresight of Messrs. Isaac and Nathan Lazell and 
others, was steadily increased in magnitude and im- 
portance. In 182() an act of incorporation was ob- 
tained and the business was carried on under the 
name of Lazell, Perkins & Co. Without railroad 
accommodations, and at a distance of ten miles from 
a landing, the large business was pushed forward with 
success through the indomitable energy of the man- 
aging agents. After the death of Nathan Lazell, 
Esq., his son, Nathan Lazell, Jr., succeeded to the 
chief management until his death, in 1835, when Mr. 
Nahum Stetson was chosen his successor. With all 
the energy of youth and a rare executive ability he 
entered upon his most responsible duties. The busi- 
ness at this time had grown to large proportions, and 
it was on credit that goods were largely sold. It was 
at this period in its history that the panic of 1837 
burst upon the company, and, through the wise man- 
agement of its managers, withstood the shook, estab- 
lishing a credit that has been steadily maintained from 
that lime to the present. 

It was not until 184G, when railroad accommoda- 
tions were opened with Boston and Fall River, that 
this company was able to take its present prominence 
among the largest iron manufactories of the country. 
From that time forward it has been foremost in the de- 
partment of heavy castings and forgings. The shafls of 
the largest ocean steamers are made at this establish- 
ment. We will not attempt to enumerate the variety 
of work done by this company, as it embraces almost 
all kinds of heavy machinery. The manufacture of 
yellow metal and tubing is an important branch, and 
for several years the cutting of horse-nails has been 
carried on with success. The extent of these works 
is such that they cover an area of about ten acres. 
During the war of the Rebellion this company con- 
tributed much in the line of heavy forgings for the 
construction of the navy, and furnished the wrought- 
iron work of Ericsson's invincible " Monitor." It 
is but just in sketching the history of the Bridgewater 
Iron Company to make special allusion to Mr. Jacob 
Perkins, who early became connected with it as a 
practical millwright as well as owner, and to Qad and 
Jacob Robinson, who for many years occupied prom- 
inent places in the department requiring the greatest 
60 



skill in the working of metals. For more than twenty 
years Mr. James Ferguson has been superintendent 
of the works, and within that time has witnessed a 
great increase in their capacity. 

Paper Manufactures. — The site of the paper-mill 
at Pratt Town has long been occupied for manu- 
facturing purposes. The first dam was built as early 
as 1792, in its present position, about fifly rods above 
the old '* foot and horse'* bridge, which for many years 
accommodated the people of this neighborhood. The 
flume of the old grist-mill was built in 1794, At 
the time of which we write, Lieut. Hesekiah Hooper, 
Joseph Hooper, Winslow Hooper, Elijah Hayward, 
and Beza Hayward were among the movers in this 
enterprise, and formed with others the first mill com- 
pany, with Beza Hayward as clerk. In 1798 there 
had been added to the establishment a fulling-mill 
and a dressing- and dye-house ; the firm was Beza 
Hayward & Co. Mr. Joseph Hooper, whose father 
was a partner in this concern, remembers the early 
progress of this branch of the business and is author- 
ity for the date of the erection of the dam. In 1823, 
Mr. Joseph Hooper, with the aid of skillful artisans, 
manufactured a superior quality of paper of all grades 
of finish. This was the first paper-mill in the county. 
In 1830, Messrs. George Hooker and Silas Warren took 
control of the business and carried it on several years. 
Mr. Hooker continued the business until 1851, when 
ho was succeeded by Joshua Norton. In 1867 the 
Hollinsworth Company purchased the privilege, and 
have continued the business under the agency of Mr. 
Mark H. Cornell. This establishment is furnished 
with the most approved machinery for paper manu- 
facturing, with both steam- and water-power, and is 
prosperous under Mr. Cornells management. Al- 
though Bridgewater can lay no claim to paper manu- 
facturing earlier than 1823, she can with pride refer 
to the enterprise of Jeremiah Keith, who manufac- 
tured paper-mill screws, seven inches in diameter and 
three and one-half feet long, as early as 1785. 

The Eagle Cotton-Oin Company was formerly 
known as Bates, Hyde & Co., and established the 
manufacture of cotton-gins in 1833 on the site now 
occupied by Mr. Alfred Hall as his residence. Upon 
the completion of the railroad the works were re- 
moved to the present site, where the business was 
enlarged, and with improved facilities the company 
conducted a prosperous business. The main shop 
was destroyed by fire in 1852 or 1853, and rebuilt 
on a larger scale the same year. Joseph A. Hyde 
was the managing agent and the leading proprietor 
for more than twenty-five years until his death. 
This important industry has given employment to 
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a large number of men, and the Yarious improve- 
ments that have been added to the machine have 
given the Eagle gin a prominent place among the 
planters of the South. This company still do a large 
and prosperous business. In addition to the cotton- 
gin business, thb company for several years has done 
a large business in the manufacture of boxes. For 
many years Mr. Asa Copeland was connected with 
this company, and is the oldest and only person living 
who was engaged in the cotton-gin business with Mr. 
Eleaser Oarver, sixty years ago. 

Mr. Edwin Keith and Philo Keith were, during 
their lifetime, connected with this company, the former 
as foreman, and Mr. E. H. Keith has been for thirty 
years a prominent artisan in connection with these 
works. The president of the company is Mr. Henry 
Perkins ; treasurer, Samuel P. Gates. 

The iron foundry of Henry Perkins, situated oppo- 
site the Eagle Gin Company *s works, on the line of 
the Old Colony Railroad, has long held an important 
place among the manufacturing establishments of the 
town. It is a substantial brick structure with slate 
roof, commodious and convenient fur the purposes 
for which it was designed. Mr. Perkins established 
this business more than thirty years ago in connoc- 
4on with the cotton-gin works, carrying on the busi- 
ness in that locality until he occupied the present 
spacious establishment. 

The finest piano frames are extensively manufac- 
tured at this foundry, and Mr. Perkins has a high 
reputation in his special line of foundry business, as 
well as for his energy, promptness, and integrity as a 
business man. Mr. Perkins is a signal example of an 
untiring, energetic, self-made man. He has a family 
of five sons and four daughters. 

During the years 1864 and 1865 the United 
States tax upon all kinds of manufactures was heavy, 
and as an illustration we will give that of June, 18()5, 
as relates to two of our leading establishments. Ln- 
ssell, Perkins t Co. (Bridgewater Iron Company), 
tl560.38; Bates, Hyde & Co. (Eagle Coiton-Gin 
Company), t788.69. This it will be observed was for 
a single month. This, with the income tax, was a 
burden that no one who did not live in that day can 
but faintly comprehend. The remarkable demand 
for all kinds of goods enabled the manufacturers not 
only to meet this war tax, but also enabled tlieui tu 
make good dividends. This high tax was not long 
continued; had it been, most manufacturers would 
have retired from business. The income tax was 
gradually modified, and has for years been quite un- 
known, 

For the past ten years our manufacturers have had 



much to contend with, and the low prices of most 
domestic goods have depressed the price of manu- 
facturing stocks nearly one-half in valuation. It is 
quite evident that it is time for the government to in- 
terpose with more vigorous protective measures if our 
great industries are to prosper in New England. 

Biogpraphical. — Dr. Samuel, youngest son of Maj. 
Judah Alden, of the Revolution, was born upon the 
ancestral estate of John Alden, the Pilgrim, at Dux- 
bury, Jan. 24, 1803, and graduated at Harvard Col- 
lego in 1821, and from Dartmouth Medical College; 
settled in Bridgewater in 1825. Ho possessed bril- 
liant talents, and took a prominent position among 
the physicians of the county. His collegiate and 
medical course was marked with fine literary attain- 
ments, which gave him the prestige of high social 
position among the people of the town. He at an 
early period secured an extensive practice, and won 
the esteem and confidence of the entire community. 
His rare social gifts and ready, cheerful wit rendered 
him a welcome visitor in sickness and in health, and 
his fund of anecdotes dissipated much of the depress- 
ing atnio.sphere of the sick -chamber. For fifty years 
his life was devoted to the people of the town, and 
amid the storms of winter and in summer's boat his 
cheerful service was ready at their command. The 
families of the town have long held him in the most 
affectionate esteem, and his ready response to the oallfl 
of the poor, when no fee was to reward him, has long 
since accorded to him the title of a public benefactor. 
He was happily married to Mary A., daughter of the 
lute Ezra Hyde, Jan. 29, 1829, who shared with him 
more than fifty years of his professional life. They 
celebrated their golden wedding Jan. 29, 1879. Dr. 
Alden still retains his mental faculties to an unusual 
d^ree for one of his age, and sustains the infirmities 
of age with the same cheerful composure that has char- 
acterised his long and busy life. Dr. Alden is a 
lineal descendant of the distinguished Pilgrim in the 
sixth generation, and is an honored member of tho 
Society of the Cinoinnatus. His wife died May 31 , 
1883, aged seventy-seven years. 

Dr. Ijcwis S. Hopkins was born in Boston, Sept. 
15, 1815. He was the son of John Hopkins, a mer- 
chant, and fitted for college at Amherst, and entered 
college, but, on account of his health, failed to gnid- 
ualc. Ho graduated at the South Carolina Medical 
College in 1837, was physician at one of the city in- 
stitutions in Boston for two years, and then traveled 
for two years in Europe (after a few years of profes- 
sional life in Northampton). He settled in Bridge- 
water in 1864, and purchased the Judge David Per- 
kins place, where he still lives as a retired gcntlomaQ. 
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Dr. Hopkins is a man of 6ne literary endowments, an 
able theological sobolar and writer, a large-liearted, 
benevolent citizen. Ho is a member of the Central 
Square Church, and is held in esteem by his asso- 
ciates and by his townsmen, having been frequently 
chosen school committeeman and chairman of the 
Board of Health of his town. 

Col. Abram Washburn, who was a prominent citi- 
zen of Bridgewater during his long life, was a son of 
Nathaniel Washburn, and grandson of Capt. Abram 
Washburn, of Revolutionary fame. He spent his 
early years in Vermont, but in 1811, a number of 
years before bis father's return to his native place, he 
came to Bridgewater, and became of service to his 
uncle, Gipt. Abram Washburn, an active citizen of 
that day. He was thus early connected with the 
business of Carver, Washburn & Co. in the develop- 
ment of the cotton-gin business, and for a time trav- 
eled in the South in the interest of the concern, of 
which he was a subsequent partner. Col. Washburn 
was interested in all good objects for the promotion of 
the public welfare. He was when quite young active 
in the organization of the local rifle company in 1819, 
and, under Col. Samuel Leonard, who was at that 
time captain, he first served as lieutenant. He was 
possessed of a fine physique, and in the saddle pre- 
sented a most commanding figure as an ofiicor. He 
was an earnest ndvociitc of the tcinporanco reform, 
and curly synipatliizod with the anti-sluvcry cause. 
For his espoused principles of Christian living Col. 
Washburn was highly cstcemcci, and, though a man 
of strong prejudices, had a wide circle of friends. 
He was one of the early active members of the 
Plymouth Agricultural Society, and served in va- 
rious capacities as an officer. For many years he 
was a trustee of the academy, and was a firm friend 
of that institution. His first wife was Tumcla, 
daughter of Isaac Keith, and his second wife was 
Sarah, sister of Hon. John A. Shaw. He died May 
28, 1881, aged eighty-six years. 

Dr. Samuel H. Worcester, son of Rev. Samuel 
Worcester, was born in Gloucester, Mass., Feb. 16, 
1824. Fitted for college at the Bridgewater Acad- 
emy, pursued collegiate studies at Brown University, 
but owing to ill health lefl before graduating; taught 
school several years, among other schools had charge 
of Frauiingham Academy ; was ordained as a min- 
ister of the New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgian) 
in the year 1851 ; was settled as a clergyman at Baiti-' 
more, Md., for several years. In early life he pursued 
the study of medicine to some extent, and in 1850 
atlcnd(Ml uicdiciil lectures in the University of Mary- 
land, and in 1861 graduated at the New York IIo- 



mwopathio College ; had a large practice at Oioucea- 
ter, and later at Salem, Mass. ; retired to Bridgewater 
September, 1878, where he has since resided, engaged 
chiefly in literary labor. Dr. Worcester is a gentle- 
man of fine scholarly attainments, and has done much 
good work in connection with the school board of the 
town, of which he is chairman. 

Zebulon Pratt, Esq., was born Jan. 8, 1816, and 
was the son of Zebulon K. Pratt, of Middleboro*, a 
lineal descendant of Phineas Pratt, who landed at 
Plymouth in 1623. He was one of a large family of 
brothers, and was educated in the schools of his town 
and at the Bridgewater Academy. He engaged in 
teaching school for a few years, and at the age of 
twenty had a clerkship in Boston. Subsequently he 
engaged in the book -trade, starting for the West in 
1837, visiting the principal cities, selling his books 
at auction. He followed this business for twenty-five 
years, visiting such important points as Washington, 
New Orleans, Nashville, Cincinnati, St Louis, Cleve- 
land, and various places, and the trade-sales of New 
York. Possessed of great energy, and gifted as an 
auctioneer, he became widely known to the trade, and 
soon entered upon a career of prosperity that gave him 
an excellent credit in all central points where the 
book-trade was carried on. His brother, Benjamin, 
was for a time associated i^ith him and succeeded to 
the business when he retired, in 1862. Few men have 
seen more extended travel or have had a wider ac^ 
quaintanco. His promptness in meeting all his en- 
gagements was a oliaracteristio that secured his suc- 
cess, and rewarded him with an independent for- 
tune. He was married to Matilda, daughter of Silas 
Hathaway, in 1842. Mr. Pratt has been identified 
with all public enterprises in his neighborhood for 
many years, and was the chief promoter of the 
Pratt Free School when that institution was estab- 
lished, and was liberal in his gifts to the building of 
the church at Titicut. He removed to Bridgewater 
in 1873, and is still active in the care of his estate 
and in the promotion of the public interests of the 
town. He is a member of the Central Square Church, 
and of the American Board of Foreign Missions, and 
a liberal giver to the various religious and charitable 
associations of his denomination. He has been a 
trustee of the Pratt Free School from its organization, 
and for many years its president. Socially he is one 
of the live, wide-awake citizens of the town, and his 
beautiful residence is on the corner of South Street 
and Spring Hill Avenue. 

Edgar Parker, son of Charles Parker, was born in 
Franiinglmm, Mass., June 7, 1840; was educated at 
Norwich University, and received his degree of M.D. 
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from Haryard UnivorBity in 1863; entered the United 
States servioo as assistant surgeon Miircli, 1863; 
wounded at Gettysburg July 1/1863; and was dis- 
charged by reason of disability. 

Dr. Parker practiced his profession a few years as 
« physician, and then relinquished it for that of an 
artist in painting, for which he early had disclosed a 
<peoial talent He visited Europe, and had the ad- 
yantages afforded by such obseryation as was congenial 
to his taste. Haying established his studio in Boston, 
he soon receiyed the patronage of many distinguished 
persons as a portrait-painter, and his work has given 
him a high position among the profession. Dr. 
Parker has resided in Bridgewater for many years, 
and his wife is the daughter of the late Joseph A. 
Hyde. 

Jisfayetto Keith, Ksq., lias been a prominent oiti- 
len of the town for many years. He was the son of 
Solomon Keith, and was born Oct. 21, 1824. He 
was educated in the schools of the town, and early 
took an interest in public and political affairs. 

He was appointed postmaster of Bridgewater April 
1, 1854, continuing in that office until Jan. 1, 1862. 
Upon the enactment of the internal revenue law, in 
1862, he was appointed an officer in that department 
for this district, which position he has held with 
special acceptance to the government until the present 
time. 

At the annual meeting of the Plymouth County 
Agricultural Society (1863) he was chosen secretary 
in place of Williams Latham, Esq., which position 
he now holds. In 1872, at the organization of the 
Bridgewater Savings-Bank, he was chosen clerk of 
the corporation, and a member of the board of 
trustees. 

Mr. Keith is one of a family of six brothers and 
two sisters; five of the brothers and one sister are 
still living. In all the relations of life Mr. Keith 
has been an example of rectitude and moral upright- 
ness of character worthy of imitation. 

Hon. Philo Leach, who was born in Bridgewater in 
1797, occupied a prominent place as a citizen for many 
years. He was the son of Apollos Leach, a master 
builder and farmer, who gave to his son the best op- 
portunities for education that the schools of that day 
afforded. The subject of this notice was a young man 
of vigorous physique, and after finishing the allotted 
time for schooling made choice of the trade of his 
father, and became qualified to take his place as a 
master workman. For many years he was a successful 
and leading builder in the town. Mr. Leach early 
took an interest in public affairs, and was active in 
political movements of the day. When a little more 



than thirty years old he was chosen one of the select- 
men, and for nearly twenty years was chairman of 
that board. He was prompt and energetic, and as an 
assessor was vigilant in discovering the pro|iorty of 
citizens, and few escaped their share of the public 
burdens under his administration. He was specially 
active in looking up the settlements of persons who 
became a public charge, and at one time the alms- 
house was almost vacant through hb agency. He 
represented the town for several years, and was active 
and efficient upon committees. Ho hod a wide repu- 
tation as an expert in matters of settlement, and was 
employed upon that subject in various parts of the 
commonwealth. He was early identified with the 
Free-Soil party, and was elected a member of the 
Governor's Council, serving with signal ability upon 
that board, lie had an extensive ac(|uaintance with 
public men, and was discriminating in his judgment 
of human character. He was of strong mind, with 
decided opinions, which he held with great tenacity. 
' He was active in promoting the cause of education, 
and a zealous advocate of whatever was for the best 
interest of the town. 11 is death, which was sudden 
and greatly lamented, took place Sept. 7, 1853. 

Mr. Jacob Perkins, son of Francis Perkins, was 
early connected with the Messrs. Lazells as a mill- 
wright at the iron-works. He was a skillful mechanic, 
and his services were in great demand wherever a 
new mill was projected. His rare ability soon secured 
him recognition as an adviser in the improvements 
that were being made'at the Bridgewater works, and 
he became a partner under the style of Laiell, Per- 
kins k Co. He resided near the works, and had per- 
sonal oversight of much of the mechanical department 
for nearly forty years. Under his special charge suc- 
cess was assured, and his careful supcrviHion [termitted 
no neglect or waste about the premises. His kind and 
genial disposition won the friendship of the workmen, 
and they sought his adyice as that of a father. It 
was during his lifetime that the business of the iron 
company grew to large proportions, and it was in no 
small degree, owing to his wise counsel, that so great 
measure of success was attained. In his home he 
was an example of those virtues that win respect and 
admiration, and his large family of children grew up 
like olive-plants to love and venerate the kind aind 
indulgent parent. He was a liberal supporter of the 
institutions of religion and education, and his family 
shared a place in the best social circle of the town. 
He will long be associated with the great iron industry 
of Bridgewater, and his memory will be treasured 
among the distinguished citizens of a past generation. 
He died in 1853, aged seventy-seyen years. 
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Hon. Artenins Hale, the oldest surviying ex-niem- 
bcr of Coiip:rci!8 for ninny ycurs, nnd who died in 
Bridgewatcr Aug. 3, 1882, was born in Winchen- 
don, Ma8s., Oct. 20, 1783. His early life was spent 
on liis father's farm, with the limited opportunities 
for education, which he improved to the best of his 
ability. At the age of nineteen years, he became 
qualified to teach school and to do the surveying for 
the town for several years. Ho was subsequently 
called to Uingliara, Mass., where for several years 
he was a successful teacher, one of his pupils being 
the late Rev. Calvin Lincoln, who deceased, at the 
age of eighty-one years, a few years ago. Mr. Hale 
was t^mching at Hingham in 1813 at the time the 
British were menacing the seaports of the Now Kng- 
land coast, and was a spectator to the memorable fight 
between the " Shannon*' and the " Chesapeake** in Mas- 
sachusetts Bay. After the close of the war he engaged 
in mercantile business at East Bridgewater, and in 
1819 engaged with Lazcll, Perkins & Co., at Bridge- 
watcr, as clerk. Subsequently he associated himself 
with Klenzer Carver, and was a partner in the firm of 
Carver, Washburn & Co., who were engaged in the 
manufacture of cotton-gins, acting as the agent and 
treasurer. lie was a man of correct business habits, 
and proved a valuable acquisition to the new enter- 
prise. His sterling integrity and ability attracted 
the attention of his townsmen, and ho was called to 
various oflices of trust and responsibility which he 
filled with rare acceptance. lie was chosen to repre- 
sent the town in the Legislature in 1824, and was 
subsequently elected senator from Plymouth County, 
serving in both branches eight years. In 1846 he 
was elected to Congress, serving two terms with 
ability upon important committees. He was active 
in political aflfairs, being identified with the Whig 
party, and was a zealoiis advocate of the fMilicy of 
protection to home industry and internal improve- 
ments. In all the high social virtues that distin- 
guish and adorn the best New England homes he 
was an example worthy of imitation. With pro- 
nounced adherence to the Whig party until its mis- 
sion was accomplished, he naturally allied himself to 
the Republican party, with which he was identified 
during the remainder of his long life, and few men 
in the prime of life were so well informed upon all 
current political matters. His religious faith was 
such as sprung from a deep reverence for the Scrip- 
tures, while he was a liberal supporter of the ordi- 
nances of the church with which he was long con- 
nccUn]. Successful in the management of his own 
businoKS, ho was often consulted in the interests of 
others. He retained his physical and mental facul- 



ties to a remarkable degree until a few weeks before 
his death, and long awaited its summons with seren- 
ity and resignation. His death was deeply lamented 
by a wide circle, particularly by the citisens of the 
town to whoso interest and welfare his long life had 
been so largely devoted. 

lion. John Angier Shaw, who was long identified 
with his native town as a distinguished teacher, was 
the son of Dr. Samuel Shaw, and grandson of the 
second minister of Bridgewater, and was born Oct. 8, 
1792. His early education and preparation for col- 
lege was at the Bridgewater Academy, and he entered 
college at Harvard with Edward Everett, Nathaniel 
Frothingham, John C. Gray, and Harrison Gray 
Otis, graduating in 1811. In the choice of a pro- 
fession his religious nature suggested a theological 
course, which was completed ; but he subsequently 
relinquished it for the profession of teacher. He 
went to Mississippi, where his success gave him a 
high reputation, and after several years he was called 
to the prcceptorship of the Bridgewater Academy in 
1825. In connection with this school he was emi- 
nently successful, and his connection with it as teacher 
and president of the board of trustees forms a very 
important portion of its history. His entire connec- 
tion as preceptor, in point of time, was sixteen years, 
terminating in 1841. For many years he was an 
efficient member of the board of trustees, and at the 
time of his death, which was Oct. 4, 1873, was presi- 
dent of that body. His interest in public affairs was 
not circumscribed to the school-room, but his broad 
culture fitted him for other fields of usefulness. la 
1834 he was elected to the State Senate, and his sub- 
sequent election to that ofiice in 1835, and four elec- 
tions to the House of Representatives by the citisens 
of his town, indicated the measure of his popularity 
as a legislator, lie was distinguished for his deep 
interest in the cause of popular education, and was 
active in the many reforms of his time and prominent 
in reducing the number of representatives, which had 
become burdensome and unwieldy. In all the walks 
of social life he was endeared to those with whom he 
was associated as a man of great purity of heart, ex- 
erting a most beneficent influence upon all about him. 
He was early connected with the church of his fathers, 
and was ever a consistent example of the religion 
which ho professed. The long catalogue of his pupils 
would show the names of many persons of eminence 
in the learned professions, and his name is held by 
them with honor as a public benefactor. The town 
of his nativity, from which no allurements of station 
could estrange him, holds him in grateful remem- 
brance. Tlie institution of learning with which he 
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was ooDnected so olosely will most indelibly inscribe 
his name as chief among its friends, and cherish it as 
an important page in its history. Of an honored an- 
cestry he led a name alike honored, and his example 
of moral uprightness and Christian living cannot fail 
of its influence upon succeeding generations. 

Mr. Mitchell Hooper, who for half a century has 
been identified with the manufacture of bricks, an 
important industry in his native town, was born May 
29, 1808. He was the son of Capt. Joseph Hooper, 
a prominent man, who was active in the business of 
Bridgewuter in his generation. Mr. Hooper com- 
menced the manufacture of bricks in 1829, and from 
small beginnings has built up a large and prosperous 
business. His first yard was about half a mile below 
his present site, and Jeremiah Townsend was for a 
time A partner in tho business. Mr. Lloopur has 
given employment to a large number of men, and the 
production of a single year has been four millions. 
His life has been one of great industry, and his repu- 
tation for sterling integrity has never been questioned. 
His kind and generous nature has ever secured the 
friendship and respect of his workmen, while as a 
citizen he has ever been held in high esteem. His 
modest worth has frequently been recognized by his 
townsmen, and in 1861 he was the representative to 
the State Legislature. His quiet, unobtrusive man- 
ners have ever been a noticeable characteristic. He 
has held a prominent place in the First Congregational 
Church and parish, having been its treasurer, and a 
liberal supporter. He is still active for one of his 
age, and his home is the seat of a cheerful hospitality. 
His only son, Mr. George M. Hooper, is a well-known 
citizen^ and is active in the business with his father. 

Dr. Noah Fearing died June 20, 1824, aged fifty- 
four years. He practiced his profession in Bridge- 
water twenty-nine years. The cheerfulness with 
which he met every duty, and the faithful perform- 
ance which always ensued, gained for him general 
esteem and confidence. March 6, 1823, he was stricken 
with apoplexy, preventing him from practicing his 
profession, and his death was from a second shock. 
In domestic life he displayed those virtues which are 
calculated to make affection pure and enduring. He 
was the son of Gen. Israel Fearing, of Wareham ; 
graduated at Harvard University, 1791 ; married 
Anne, daughter of Maj. Isaac Lazell, 1799, and had 
Jane, George, and Thomas B. 

John Washburn was early at Duxbury, and had 
an action in court in 1632. He and his sons, John 
and Philip, were included among those able to bear 
arms in 1643. He and his son John were original 
proprietors, and became residents of Bridgewater in 



1665. John, Jr., married a daughter of Experience 
Mitchell, 1645, and had John, Thomas, Joseph, Sam- 
uel, Jonathan, Benjamin, Mary, Jane, Elizabeth, 
James, and Sarah. 

John (son of John, 2d) married Rebecca Lapham, 
1679 ; had Josiah, John, Joseph, William, Abigail, 
and llebecca. He died in 1724. 

Thomas, son of John (2d), lived near the iron- 
works, Bridgewater, and had Nathaniel, Thomas, and 
Timothy, and five daughters, one of whom, Elisa- 
beth, married Josiah Conant. Joseph, son of John 
(2d), married a daughter of Robert Latham. Samuel, 
son of John (2d), married Deborah, daughter of 
Samuel Packard, and had Samuel (1678), Noah 
(1682), Israel (1684), Nehemiah, Benjamin, and 
Hannah. He died in 1720, aged sixty-nine years; 
THra(;l,Hon (»f Samuel, married WailHtill Sumner, 1708, 
and had Sarah (1709), Deborah (1712), Seth (1714), 
and Israel. Israel (son of Israel) married Leah, 
daughter of Joshua Fobes, 1740 ; settled in Rayn- 
ham, and had Israel, Nehemiah, Seth, and Oliver. 

Israel's sons were Israel, Sidney, Benjamin Ruel, 
Elihu Philander, and Eli K. 

Israel Washburn was lK>rn in Raynham, in the old 
I10U.S0 which now stands, and where his brother, Kli 
K., lived and died. In the prime of life he removed 
te Maine, where he embarked in farming and trade as 
a country merchant. His sterling talents soon at- 
tracted attention, and he was called to stations of 
trust, representing his town in the Legislature and 
his county at the Senate board. Eight sons and 
three daughters were born to him, and under the 
guiding hand of such parents were educateil for Uvom 
of usefulness. Three sons have been Governors of 
three different States, and have had seats in Congress 
for a long term of years AH the brothers have been 
distinguished in their special callings. One has been 
a major-general in the Union army, another an elector 
of President (Lincoln) from California, editor of tho 
Alta Ccdifomia^ United States minister to South 
America, author of the " History of Paraguay ;** 
one has been minister to France for seven years 
during the French-Prussian war. The seventh son 
is the fourth member of Congress. Three of these 
brothers are graduates of Bowdoin College. The 
posterity of John Washburn had reached more than 
five hundred in number forty years ago. The mar- 
riage of John Washburn, Jr., to a daughter of Ex- 
perience Mitchell, of the Pilgrims, transmitted some 
of the best blood in the colony to the Wash burns. 
John Washburn, who donated the land to the First 
Congregational Society in 1717, was the same stock, 
residing in Bridgewater during his long life. Tho 
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Inte Govonior Emory Wnsbburn nnd Governor Wil- 
liam B. Wnsliburii, also John I). Wosliburn, arc of 
the same lineage. 

In the development of the various industries of 
Bridgewater few are entitled to more prominence 
than Mr. Eleazer Carver, who was early identified 
with the improvement and manufacture of the cotton- 
gin. Mr. Carver was the son of Dr. Eleazer Carver, 
and was born in Brid};cwatcr in 1785. With the 
limited advantages of his times, he made the most of 
his opportunities, and was able to gain what is con- 
sidered a fair common-school education. The place 
of his birth was near the works of Lasell, Perkins & 
Co., and amid such surroundings his attention was 
called to the mechanical industry there so prominent. 
He learned the trade of a millwright, which, with 
the increase of manufactures, gave promise of ready 
employment. His genius and energy, aflcr completing 
his trade, inclined him to seek new fields of labor. 
The wild regions of " York State" and Ohio were 
open for the young adventurer. With such a kit of 
tools as he could carry with him, he made his way 
over the AUeghanles to visit his friends and ply his 
trade as best he could, for a time, and then pressed 
into the wilderness, reaching the Ohio River. With 
no steamboats or public conveyance, but with the 
self-reliance of a pioneer, he soon constructed a boat, 
or *' duir-out,*' nnd, taking ndvautngo of tlio current, 
he made his way to the Mississippi, along the banks 
of which were a few scatU^rcd settlements of frontiers- 
men and planters. His mechanical skill found em- 
ployment in constructing their rude buildings, and, in 
the region of cotton -plan ting, in repairing the cotton- 
gin, which, with the increase of the cotton trade, in 
consequence of its invention, was in general demand. 
Mr. Carver spent several years in the region of 
Natchez, and saw the vast productive resources of the 
great Southwest. It was here that he conceived the 
great improvement of the cotton-gin. Aflcr a most 
eventful and interesting experience incident to such a 
life and vocation, he returned to his native town with 
his plans matured for the manufacture of the improved 
machine. It was upon his homeward journey in the 
saddle that Mr. Carver first saw the working of the 
primitive Whitney gin, and examined the model at 
Washington before the burning of the Capitol. In 
March, 1817, he formed a company under the style 
and name of Seth and Abram Washburn & Co., 
whii'h, under the conditions of a new agreement, in 
1811), was called Carver, Wsishburn & Co., and set 
up the cotton-gin business at the site near Carver's 
Pond. In 1820, Artemas Hale and Nathaniel Wash- 
burn became associated in the enterprise, the former 



of whom was a valuable acqursition to the concern as 
clerk and business agent. In 1822, Solomon Wash- 
burn was admitted into the company. The business, 
which started with small capital, rapidly increased, 
until the Carver gin became the leading machine 
throughout the South. 

The improvements which Mr. Carver made gave a 
new impulse to the great Southern industry, and but 
a few years later the Southerner in his pride was 
ready to crown it as " king'* among the great products 
of the country. Mr. Carver spent much time in ex- 
periments upon the gin, and his inventive genius was 
most noticeable for more than a quarter of a century. 
The importance of this special branch of manufacture 
founded by Mr. Carver was not confined to his town 
or State, but its influence was world-wide in its 
sweep, carrying trade and commerce over many a sea. 
Cotton-factories sprang up as if by magio throughout 
New England, and contributed to the great prosperity 
of the country. Mr. Carver continued in the manu- 
facturini; business until his firm was dissolved, in 
1848, after a prosperous career. Subsequently be 
had an interest in the East Bridgewater Company, 
which he retained until near the close of his life. 
As a citizen Mr. Carver sought no prominent activity 
in public affairs, but was content with the retirement 
of his occupation and his study. In constant devo- 
tioiv U) tlio development of his Southern interests, he 
manifested conservative views, and in all the relations 
of life, which ho sustained with manly independence, 
he acquired the esteem of a wide circle of friends^ 
and was adorned with the honor of his achievement. 
His only son, Joseph E. Carver, succeeded to the 
business of his father, and has been actively engaged 
in it for the past forty years, still connected with the 
Eagle Cotton Gin Company. Mr. Eleazer Carver 
died in 1866, aged eighty-one years. His only 
daughter, Mary, is the wife 5f Mr. John C. Alden. 

Among the men of Bridgewater who are pleasantly 
remembered for their many virtues and genial social 
qualities was Mr. Jonathan Gushing. He was a 
native of Boston, but came to Bridgewater when a 
boy, in 1800, and was educated at the academy. His 
first journey to the town was upon horseback with 
Miss Relief Jacobs, who was the mother of Charles 
Sumner. Miss Jacobs was learning the trade of a 
tailoress of Maj. Ilartwell, and young Gushing, then 
fourteen years old, was put in her charge, and ooou- 
picd the pillion with her in the journey from Soitu- 
ate to Bridgewater. Afler leaving the academy he 
engaged as clerk in the store of Nathan and Isaac 
Lazell, and subsequently married one of Esquire 
Lazell's daughters, 1809. He became a merchant in 
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Boston, and was associated with Nathaniel Fisher 
Ames, and for many years carried on a successful 
business in the West India goods trade, and as agents 
of the Braintree Cotton-Oin Company. Mr. Cushing 
retired from business in 1842, and lived in quiet ease 
and independence at his pleasant home on Main 
Street until his death, November, 1877, at the age of 
ninety-two years. He was esteemed for the many 
amiable and manly qualities that lend grace and 
lustre to a refined citizenship. His only daughter is 
the wife of Charles M. Reed, Esq., of Bridgowater. 

Rev. David Brigham, son of David, was born in 
Westboro', Mass., in 1794, and graduated at Union 
College in 1818, and studied theology with Nathaniel 
Emmons, D.D., of Franklin, and Rev. Dr. Jacob Ide, 
of Medway, and was ordained Dec. 29, 1819, over the 
Second Church in Randolph (now Holbrook), whore 
his pastorate continued until 1886. Dec. 2^9, 183G, 
he was installed over the Hollis Evangelical Church, 
Framingham, where he remained seven and one-half 
years. 1845, April 23d, was installed as pastor of 
the Trinitarian Congregational Church, Bridge water, 
where he continued until Deo. 31, 1858. Mr. Brig- 
ham subsequently supplied the churches at Falmouth, 
Plymouth, and various places until the infirmities of 
age disqualified him for that service. He married 
Elizabeth H. Durfee, of Fall River, who was born 
1796. Both are still living in Bridgowatcr. Their 
children are Elizabeth Durfee, 1821 ; David Sewell, 
1823; Lucy Harrington, 1827 ; Charles Durfee, 1831 ; 
Thomas R., 1834; Martha A., 1837 ; Mary A., 1839. 
Mr. Brigham was regarded as an able and faithful 
minister, and his theological views were esteemed as 
especially sound by his denomination. 

Rev. Ebenezer Gay is a lineal descendant of John 
Oay, who came to this country in 1630 in the ship 
** Mary and John," of the seventh generation. He 
was born in Walpole, Oct. 11, 1792, entered Harvard 
College in 1810, and graduated in 1814. In a class 
of sixty-two who graduated with him but three were 
living in 1 880. He studied theology with Rev. Joshua 
Bates, of Dedham, was ordained over the church in 
Stoughton in 1818, continuing five years, when doc- 
trinal dissensions were the cause of his asking a dis- 
mission. Mr. Gay was called to Scotland, Mass., in 
1823, where he had a prosperous ministry for about 
fiileen years. Subsequently the church removed to 
the Centre of Bridgewater, built a new church, in 
which he preached until 1842, when at his own 
request he was dismissed. He remained a resident of 
Bridgewater, supplying the churches in the vicinity, 
temporarily and statedly, for twenty-five years. His 
interest in education was manifested in special labor 



upon the school board of the town and as a trustee of 
the academy for a generation. As a preacher, Mr. 
Gay ranked among the ablest of his denomination, 
and his catholic spirit opened the pulpits of tho 
Unitarian Churches in the vicinity, where he fre- 
quently preached with acceptance. He removed from 
Bridgewater in 1876, and has since resided at Tomp- 
kins Cove, N. Y., with his youngest son. Rev. Eben- 
ezer Gay, Jr. He still retains his mental vigor, but 
great age has withdrawn him from active life. 

Dr. Theodore Edson was born in Bridgowatcr, 
Aug. 24, 1793, and was the son of John Edson, and 
brother of the late John Edson. He was educated 
at the Bridgewater Academy, and graduated at Har- 
vard College in 182U<with honors. His self-reliance 
prompted him to gratify an early desire to enter the 
ministry, towards which his deep religious convictions 
seemed to point. He took a theological course, and 
was ordained a deacon of the Episcopal Church in 
1822. On the 6th of March of that year he went 
to Lowell, and conducted the first religious service at 
that place since the days of Eliot. A church was 
extemporized under the direction of Mr. Boot, the 
pioneer manufacturer, and Mr. Edson was engaged as 
permanent pastor. In 1825 a new church was 
erected, under the patronage of Mr. Kirk Boot and 
Mr. Patrick T. Jackson, and consecrated by Bishop 
Griswold, who, at the same time, ordained Mr. Edson 
as the pastor. With marked success in his work, Dr. 
Edson witnessed the rapid growth of the rising city, 
and for twenty years devoted himself to philanthropic 
and mission work, in connection with his parish. In 
1844 he established the ** Rector's Library,** which 
was a blessing to the church and to that growing city. 
Subsequently he was active in establishing St. Ann*8 
Church. In 1875 he saw the realization of his hopes 
in the erection of St. Mary*s Orphanage, and tho fol- 
lowing year saw it organized under the statutes. He 
was not only the first minister of the city, but the 
leader in educational enterprises for two generations. 
For many years he was trustee of Trinity Church, 
Bridgewater. He died, greatly beloved and lamented, 
June 25, 1883. 

Rev. Isaac Dunham, son of Isaac Dunham, was 
born in Plymouth, Jan. 30, 1813, and married Mar- 
bra S. Brown, daughter of Rev. Parley Brown, of 
Douglass, Mass. He was ordained May 29, 1835, in 
Dennis, Mass., in which town he preached ten years, 
and thereafter in Pelham, N. H., five years; Dux- 
bury, Mass., ten years ; Westport, Mass., ten years ; 
Taunton, Mass., five years ; when from ill health he 
resigned, and removed to Bridgewater, serving for 
four years as chaplain of the Massachusetts Senate. 
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For the past three years he has supplied various 
churches lus his hciilth pormitUMl. Mr. Dunham has 
sustained a high reputation as an earnest and faithful 
minister of the gospel. He has one son and one 
daughter, the latter the wife of Rev. Mr. Hill, of 
Lynn. lie lost one son in the service of his country 
in the late war of the Rebellion. 

Hon. Elijah Hayward, who died at McConnelsville, 
Ohio, Sept. 22, 1864, was a native of Bridgowater, 
and the eldest son of Elijah Ilayward. He was born 
Nov. 17, 1786, and was educated by Hon. Beza Hay- 
ward, and at the academy. He was in early life en- 
gaged in mercantile affairs, and went to England in 
pursuit of business. Tic returned to his home with 
his plan of life changed, and engaged in the study 
of law with Judge Nahum Mitchell. He subse- 
quently was admitted to the bar, and went to Ohio, 
where he became distinguished in his profession. He 
was not only a diligent student of law. but was prom- 
inent in historicjU invcst.igatinn, and was in the latter 
part of his life engrossed in his favorite antiquarian 
and genealogical pursuits. He made frequent visits 
to his native town, and was greatly esteemed for his 
many superior qualities. He ever retained his love 
for the Old Colony, and was widely known and re- 
spected. 

Rev. Samuel T. Livermore was born March 16, 
1824, and is the son of Abel and Deborah Livermore, 
of Uernian, Chenango Co., N. Y. At the ago of six- 
teen he lefl homo with the dct^srmi nation of obtain- 
ing an education, and by his labor earned money to 
procure books for that purpose. He taught school 
in 1841, and in the summer of 1842 pursued his 
studies at Cortland Academy, at Homer, N. Y., and 
subsequently taught school at Virginia, near Bowl- 
ing Green, and at Cincinnatus in the winter of 1844- 
45. He entered college at Madison University, 
Hamilton, N. Y., graduating in 1850. Ho then 
spent two ycjirs at Rochester Theologicid Seminary, 
and was ordained as pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Livonia, N. Y., October, 1852, retaining the pastor- 
ate four and a half years. In 1853 he wius married 
to Mclvina T. Brown, daughter of Capt. William 
Brown, of Fall River. His second pastorate of 6ve 
and one-half years was at Cooperstown, N. Y., where 
he published a history of Cooperstown and Cooper. 
He was next settled at Lowville, N. Y., where he re- 
mained five years, after which he spent several years 
in the life insurance business and as superintendent 
of agencies. In 1870 he moved his family from Al- 
bany, N. v., to Bridgewatcr. In 1874 he became 
pastor of the church at Block Island. While there he 
published the history of Block Island. During 1881 



and 1882 he was engaged on the *' Biographical Cy- 
clopedia*' of Rhode Island, published by J. H. Ghco- 
vor, llSsq., by subscription, at twenty-five dollars per 
copy, in one volume. Among the articles which he pre- 
pared for this work may be mentioned the sketch of the 
life of Hon. William Beach Lawrence, of Newport. 

Dr. Calvin B. Pratt was a graduate of Amherst 
College (1832), and of Dartmouth (N. H.) Medical 
College. He practiced medicine for several years at 
Hanover, Mass., and settled then in Bridgewater, and 
continued the practice of his profession until his death, 
which occurred Aug. 25, 1862. He was regarded as 
a physician of good judgment, and possessed those 
qualities that endeared him to his patients and all 
with whom he associated. His election to the State 
Legislature and to various elective offices in the town, 
is evidence of the esteem in which he was held by his 
fellow-citizens. He married Mary, daughter of Mr. 
Jacob Perkins, and had two sons, Henry T. and Calvin 
Pratt, M.D., and two daughters, Mary Barton and 
Sarah. Dr. Pratt was most warm-hearted and sympa- 
thetic in his nature, and exemplified the best traits of 
the good physician. His death was most sincerely 
mourned, and the town regarded his demise, while 
hardly past the prime of life, a public loss. His second 
son, Calvin, inherited the best traits of his honored 
father, making choice of the same profession, and is 
settled in his native town with a successful practice. 
His youngest son, Jonathan Washburn, is also a phy- 
sician, and is connected with the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral JlospiUil, Boston. 

Dr. Nahum Washburn, who was the pioneer in the 
practice of dentistry in Southeastern Massachusetts, 
was the third son of Solomon Washburn, of Bridge- 
water, and of a family of nine sons and two daughters. 
Dr. Washburn was fitted for college at the academy 
in Bridgewater, and graduated at Dartmouth College 
in 1832. He early disclosed a taste for scientific 
study, and made choice of the profession of medicine, 
becoming a member of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society in 1835. He subsequently studied dentistry, 
and settled in Bridgewater, where he had an extensive 
practice for forty years. His native genius and skill 
won for him a reputation that extended to distant 
towns and cities, and he received the patronage of 
distinguished persons, even from beyond the limits of 
the State. With untiring industry he made himself 
master of his profession, while his rare conversational 
gift dissipated much of the dread that usually sur- 
rounds the dentist's chair. His inventive genius pro- 
duced most of the delicate instruments used in his 
profession, and a mill for grinding rock crystal for the 
manufacture of teeth. He was a close observer and 
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an enthusiaBtio lover of nature, which rendered his 
oompaDionship entertaining and instructive. His de- 
fective vision compelled the relinquishment of his 
profession about ten years ago, but his mental vigor 
was unabated, and his declining years were spent in 
the quiet of his historic home, surrounded with family 
and friends, in whose society he ever had the highest 
interest. He was never an active participant in public 
affairs, but was thoroughly informed upon the leading 
questions of the day, while his shafts of wit and sar- 
casm were never withheld against the follies of the 
times. His death took place Dec. 28, 1883, at the 
age of seven ty-seven years. 

John Ames was one of the original proprietors of 
Bridgewater, and married Elizabeth Hay ward in 1645. 
He was a man of large estate, but having no children 
deeded his property to his nephew, John Ames, son 
of his brother William, of Braintree, and to the sons 
of his said nephew. He died in 1689. John, nephew 
of John, married Sarah, daughter of John Willis, and 
came to Bridgewater (West Precinct) in 1672. Dr. 
Nathaniel Ames, a grandson of John, was born July 
22, 1708, was distinguished as a muthcmntician and 
as the maker of almanacs, publishing his first in 
1725; these wore published regularly by himself and 
son until 1765. lie removed to Dcdliam, and was 
father of the distinguished Fisher Ames, who gradu- 
ated from Harvard Collie in 1774. The late Oliver 
and Oakes Ames, of Easton, were descendants from 
the same ancestry. 

Hon. Lloyd Parsons, a native of Middleboro*, was 
a resident of Bridgewater for thirty years, and well 
known for his many excellent traits of character. 
He was for many years agent of the Eagle Cotton- 
Gin Company, and traveled widely through the South. 
He was a gentleman of most courteous manners, of 
clear intellect, which was recognized by his townsmen 
in calling him to various places of responsibility. He 
was identified with the Republican party, and for two 
years represented the town in the State Legislature. 
Subsequently he was State senator for two years, 
serving his district with acceptance and ability. He 
was for several years president of the Bridgewater 
Savings- Bank, which office he held at the time of his 
death, in 1882, and also trustee and treasurer for a 
time of the Plymouth County Agricultural Society. 
For many years he was a leader in musical circles, 
possessing rare and discriminating taste for that de- 
lightful and elevating science. His death was deeply 
lamented by the wide circle of his acquaintance, and 
by Fellowship Lodge of F. and A. M., of which he 
was a Past Master. His age was sixty-six years. 

Nathan E. Willis, son of Nathan and Rebecca 



Dean Willis, was bom in Bridgewater July 12, 1838; 
was educated at Bridgewater Academy, and at the 
State Normal School ; graduated at Amherst College 
(1862), and was teacher of the high school at Wey- 
mouth, and subsequently of the high school at Jamaica 
Plain, and later was appointed sub-master of the 
English high school, Boston. In 1872, on acoount 
of his wife's health, he resigned the position in Bos- 
ton, and went South, where ho was ordained as a 
minister of a colored church in Marion, Alabama. 
Here for two years he was engaged in teaching and 
in Christian work, with a devotion that reflected the 
spirit of the true missionary of the cross. Thus en- 
gaged, he was on his way to renew his labors among 
a benighted people, when, within a few hours* ride of 
his destination, he and his wife met with a tragic 
death by railroad accident. He died Sept. 21, 1874, 
and his wife survived but a few days. Mr. Willis' 
life was a remarkable example of devotion to duty, 
and his memory is cherished as a marked instance of 
self-sacrifice among the poor and lowly. Memorial 
services of the most deeply interesting character were 
held at the church in Bridgewater, in which the 
scholarly, Christian character of the devoted couple 
wax most toiichingly dolincaltul by Kov. II. 1). 
Walker and Rev. George W. Hosmer. Mr. Willis 
left one son, who escaped death in the accident that 
was fatal to his parents. 

Lewis Holmes, son of Joseph Holmes, of Plymouth, 
was born Sept. 17, 1806; settled in Bridgewater in 
1834, and for twenty-five years was in tradu as a 
merchant in the village ; was elected town clerk and 
treasurer in 1847 to 1850, and again town clerk from 
1859 to 1873, and again treasurer from 1859 to 1867. 
He was appointed postmaster in 1862, and has held 
the office to the present time ; was a member of the 
Legislature in 1873 ; justice of the peace from 1862 
to the present time ; and trial justice ten years. He 
was active in the early anti-slavery cause, and called 
the first meeting in the interest of that cause in 1839. 
His service as postmaster has been such as has won 
the popular favor of the citizens, and his kind and 
accommodating spirit is likely to direct that offioe 
until ago and infirmity disqualifies him from its 
duties. Mr. Holmes has ever taken a lively interest 
in public uflfairs, and has been a pronounced Repub- 
lican in politics since the organisation of that party. 
His health is still vigorous for one of hb advanced 
age. Few men have so long been identified with the 
affairs of the town, and none could more faithfully 
fill the place which he has so long occupied as post- 
master. 

Joshua E. Crane, son of Barsillai Crane, Esq., of 
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Berkley, Mara., was boro in that town July 9, 1823. 
His education was received in the public and private 
schools of his native town, and at the age of sixteen 
years he was placed in the office of a commission 
merchant in New York City. In 1844 he became 
associated with his uncle, Morton Eddy, a merchant 
in Bridgcwater, and continued in that relation for 
four years, when Mr. Eddy retired from the business. 
Since 1848, Mr. Crane has carried on the store busi- 
ness alone. lie was early active in politics, and cast 
his 6rst vote in 1844 for the candidates of the Lib- 
erty party, having been present at the organization of 
that party in Boston. Mr. Crane was subsequently 
active in the local political organizations, and was 
a delegate to the Worcester Convention that organ- 
ized the Republican party, at which Judge Charles 
Allen presided. For about twenty years he was 
chairman of the Republican town committee, and 
for many years was a member of the State Repub- 
lican Committee. He was elected representative to 
the Ocneral Court in 185G, and was the candidate 
for re-election in 1857. In 18GI, upon the breaking 
out of the Rebellion, when party lines wore in a 
measure dissolved, he was chosen senator from the 
South Plymouth District, and was again elected by 
almost a unanimous vote the following year, the 
Democracy of the district making no nomination 
against him. lie participated in two elections of 
Chnrlt'H iSunnior to tlio United Htatt^s Senate by the 
Ix^gislatnro, and served on the Conimitteos on Clninia 
and on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance. Mr. Crane 
served the town for ten years as town clerk and treas- 
urer, being 6rst elected in 1855. For thirty years 
he has been connected with the Plymouth County 
Agricultural Society in various capacities, and was 
for a number of years treasurer and a member of 
the board of the trustees. He delivered the histor- 
ical address on the occasion of the fidieth anniversary 
of the society, Sept. 30, 18G9. For the past twelve 
years he has been chairman of the board of trustees 
of the Bridgewater State Work- House, and for nearly 
twenty years has been a member of the board of 
trustees of the Bridgewater Academy, being active 
in the erection of the present school building. Mr. 
Crane hns long been actively identified with the 
Central Square Church, and was chairman of the 
building committee when the present church edifice 
was erected, in 1861. 

For a quarter of a century Mr. Crane has been a 
cor rcs|)on dent of the newspapers in this vicinity, and 
his historical sketches have been of interest to people 
of antiquarian t-astcs. 

lie was married Jan. 9, 1849, to Miss Luoy A., 



daughter of Quincy Reed, of Weymouth, and has 
six children, — Joshua E. Crane, Jr. (a graduate of 
Brown University), Charles Reed (of Covington, 
Ky.), Morton Eddy, Henry Lovell, Anna Howe, 
and Edward Appleton. Mr. Crane is a lineal de- 
scendant of Henry Crane, of Dorchester, and on 
his mother's side from Samuel Eddy, one of the Pil- 
grim band at Plymouth (1630). His mother was 
Lydia Eddy, daughter of Capt Joshua Eddy, of the 
Revolution. 

Capt. Abram Washburn, son of Capt. Abram, bom 
1779, whose home was adjoining Mr. Hale*s estate, was 
for two generations an active citizen of the town. The 
hotel was erected through his enterprise, and nearly 
all the mill-sites for ten miles around have the marks 
of his handiwork. In all public enterprises he was 
foremost, and he was esteemed as a reliable, large- 
hearted man. The wall around the old burial-ground 
was one of the monuments of his generosity and pub- 
lic spirit. For many years of his early life he was 
the village blacksmith, and he was a life-long sup- 
porter of the First Congregational Parish. Ho left 
no children. His wife was Mary, daughter of Dr. 
Eleazer Carver, married 1804. 

Capt. Washburn was in command of the Bridge- 
water company in 1818 and 1819. 

Nathan Willis, a lineal descendant of one of the 
original proprietors, is a resident of the town, and 
poHHC88od of many of the chamctoristics of the family. 
His (piict and industrious life has not only been de- 
voted to his farm and trade, but in good 'measure to 
that profitable reading that is the foundation of a 
well-stored and cultivated mind. Mr. Willis has 
ever been held in high respect, and is now among the 
few that well remember the scenes at the old town- 
meetings before the town was divided. 

Charles M. Reed was born in Lexington, Sept. 12, 
1819, and was the son of Charles Reed, a prominent 
and public-spirited citizen of that town. He was 
educated in the schools of his native town, and was 
early in life placed in a wholesale dry- goods store in 
Boston. Active and energetic, he, soon after attain- 
ing his majority, entered business in the firm of 
Pierce, Clark & Reed, dry-goods commission mer- 
chants. He was married, October, 1844, to Miss 
Mary Cushing, daughter of Jonathan Cushing, Esq., 
of Bridgewater. He was for twenty-five years en- 
gaged in business in Boston, and subsequently was 
engaged in business in New York City. Since 1875 
he has been in Bridgewater. In 1883 he represented 
his district in the State Legislature, and was active 
and efficient in the promotion of the interests of his 
constituents. His only son, Charles H. Reed, a 
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prominent merchant and a muoh-esteemed member of 
the Boston school board and a graduate of Norwich 
University, was accidentally killed by falling through 
a hatchway in his store, July 31, 1882. This crush- 
ing blow was sustained by Mr. Reed with a manly 
courage and fortitude seldom surpassed. Mr. Heed 
is still a resident of Bridgewater, where he is greatly 
respected. 

Bnsiness Hen. — The firm of Hooper & Clark, 
composed of Avery F. Hooper and P. 0. Clark, have 
a largo bubiness at the old store of the Bridgewater 
Iron Company. 

J. E. Crane, general store. Central Square, since 
1814. 

John H. Fairbanks, hardware, stoves, etc., was 
bom in Boston, Nov. 4, 1834 ; settled in Bridge- 
water in 1863. 

William Prophett, furniture, etc., bom in England 
in 1834, son of John, settled in Bridgewater in 1858. 

Nahum Washburn, apothecary, son of Nahnm, born 
July 30, 1839, graduated at the College of Pharmacy 
in Boston, 1872 ; established business in Bridgewater 
in 1874. 

Robert Ferguson, boots and shoes, born Jan. 18, 
1840. 

Darius Cushman, boots and shoes. 

H. N. Robinson, photographer. 

Charles F. Myer, clothing. 

E. A. Hewitt, jeweler. 
Thomas W. Crocker, dry goods. 
Sumner -Keith, coal. 

Herbert Prutt, dry goods. 
A. I. Simmons, market. 
0. B. Cole, apothecary. 
South worth Harlow, blacksmith. 
Richard W. Wilber, boots and shoes. 
H. T. Pratt, printer. 
Jerome B. Rogers, stoves, etc. 
Joshua Glbbs, harness-maker. 
John W. Perkins, groceries. 
Joseph A. Bowman, expressman. 
Sturtevant Brothers, groceries. 
John Done van & Co., groceries. 
John G. & Henry Braman, painters. 
A. S. Lyon, Ambrose Keith, George Hayward, 
builders. 

F. D. King, livery stable. 

Mr. William M. Whitney, a distinguished mer- 
chant of Albany, N. Y., has been a resident of 
Bridgewater since 1873. He is a native of Boston, 
and was born Jan. 12, 1829. Mr. Whitney is a gen- 
tleman of large business capacity, and ranks among 
the foremost of successful merchants of the Empire 



State. Hb modest worth and unostentatious bearing 
has won the esteem of his business associates and the 
community wherever he has resided. His homo, 
which is the mansion formerly owneil by the lato 
Capt. Thomas Q. Jewett, b the seat of a most gener- 
ous hospitality, and his reputation as a sterling, large-* 
hearted merchant has long been established. His 
eldest son, William, is associated with him in the 
famous business house at Albany. 

Capt. Edwin W. Barstow, a well-known shipmaster 
for thirty years, and a merchant for many years in 
New York, was, early in life, a resident of Bridge- 
water, and continued such until his death. May 16, 
1877. He commanded the ship " Bridgewater*' for 
many years, which was one of the largest class of ves- 
sels in the foreign trade. He was distinguished for 
his hospitality and high social qualities. The religious 
society with which he was connected lost a liberal 
contributor by his death, and the town one of its most 
public-spirited citizens, and his family a most affec- 
tionate husband and father. He left two sons and 
three daughters. His age was sixty-six years. 

Philip ]>. Kingman, son of Bcla Kingman, was a 
native of Middleboro*, but settled in Bridgewater in 
1834. fie held the office of deputy shcrilf for forty 
years, and was agent of the Hingham Insurance Com- 
pany for thirty years. He was a man of good ability, 
and as a law-officer had a wide reputation. Be was 
not only highly esteemed by the courts as an efficient 
and faithful officer, but in the more private relations 
of domestic life he was an example of those virtues 
that adorn the homo and fireside. His life was one 
of great activity, and he was widely known through- 
out the county, liis death was much lamented and 
his funeral largely attended by the legal officers and 
members of the bar of the county. 

Ho left a widow and three sons, F. M. Kingman, 
of East Bridgewater; Hosea Kingman, the well- 
known attorney-at-law ; Bradford S. Kingman, of 
Newmarket, N. H. 

Mr. Ira M. Conant is the son of Ira Conant, and 
was born in Bridgewater, Jan. 3, 1827, educated at 
the old academy, and was clerk in a store when a 
boy with Cobb k Sawin, and also with Lewis Holmii.s. 
He subsequently was in company with Mr. Holmes 
for a few years, and then engaged in business at 
Attleboro*, where he resided for several years, and car- 
ried on a dry-goods store. He subsequently em- 
barked in the manufacture of hoop-skirts, and trans- 
ferred his business to Boston, where, with his brother, 
it was enlarged and successfully carried on. The 
firm then engaged in the mauufucture of gossamer 
rubber goods, and were the pioneers in that enter- 
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prise. This proved a popalar business stroke and 
also u ])rufit4iblc one. About eighteen years ago Mr. 
Gonant took up his residence in Bridgewater and pur- 
chased the fine estate and mansion of Ocorge W. Bas- 
Hett, which ho now occupies. Starting in life without 
the aid of any one, he has by good judgment and good 
fortune won the goal of his highest ambition. Mr. 
Gonant has ever held a good position among his fel- 
low-citisens, and was, when a resident of Attleboro*, a 
ropn^cntativc of that town in the State liOgislaturc. 
He is a courteous and large-hearted gentleman, ready 
to lend his influence to promote the best welfare of 
the town. He has taken a lively interest in the Gen- 
tral Square Society for many years, and is a liberal 
contributor to its support. He married Mary, daugh- 
ter of the late Qeorge Bassett (1850), and has three 
sons. 

Scotland Trinitarian Congregational Church. — 
The Scotland Ghurch was organized July 4, 1836, 
being composed of that portioli of the church that 
rcninine<] when the original church removed to the 
centre of the town. This organization consisted of 
thirty-two members, retaining the same covenant and 
articles of faith to which they had subscribed. Ezra 
Fobes and Isaac Fobes were chosen deacons. Rev. 
Stetson Raymond became the pastor the same year, 
continuing until 1851. 

In August, 1851, Rev. D. D. Tappan became the 
minister, reninining a little more than a year. Kev. 
Gyrus Mann supplied the pulpit the following year 
until May, 1853, when Rev. James Farnsworth was 
called, and was installed September 1st of that year, 
Rev. Dr. Storrs, of Braintree, preaching the sermon. 
Mr. Farnsworth died in the midst of his duties on 
Sunday morning, Nov. 12, 1854, while reading his 
sermon preparatory to service, overwhelming his fam- 
ily and people with grief The pulpit was then sup- 
plied by Rev. Otis Rockwood for more than a year. 
January, 1857, Rev. James C. Scagrave became the 
minister, continuing with special acceptance for about 
eight years. The church was subsequently supplied 
by Rev, A. G. Duncan (six years). Rev. Isaac Dun- 
ham (five years), and for several years has enjoyed the 
ministry of Rev. Gharles W. Wood, formerly of 
Gampello. The original members of this church are 
nearly all deceased. The church has, in view of its 
losses by death and removals, shown a degree of 
vitality and spiritual life that is to be commended. 
The Scotland meeting-house was built and dedicated 
Jan. 29, 1823. 

Bridgewater in the French War.— Bridgewater 
had a largo share in the struggles that marked the 
continuance of the French wars. . 



In the expedition against Nova Scotia, in 1755, 
Lieut. Jonathan Garver and twelve men were under 
Gen. Winslow ; in the expedition against Grown Point 
were Gapt. Joseph Washburn and thirty-four men ; in 
Gapt. James House's company from Sept. 15, 1755, 
to Jan. 1, 1756, were Gorp. Obadiah Edson and five 
men. 

In the company of Gapt. John Loring, of the East 
Precinct, on the Grown Point expedition, from Feb- 
ruary to December, 1756, were fourt^icn men, and in 
May of the same year sixteen additional men were 
raised for the same officer. 

The following were with Gapt. John Glapp at Fort 
Edward, July, 1756 : 



Klisha Oiiriioy. 
(Icorge Monke. 
Benjamin Southward. 
Joseph Darling. 
David Leaoh. 
Joseph Cole. 
Zob" Field. 
Tho> Cornish (died). 
Both Kingman. 
Kben' Waile. 
King Howard. 
Lemuel Dunbar. 
Matthew Qannett. 
Jon* Boxworih. 
Caleb Packard. 
Nathan Hart well. 
David Conant, Jr. 
Hamiiol llowlioh. 
Humphrey BurrelU 
John Uamsdoll. 
Josiah Loach. • 

James Leach. 
John Whitman. 

The following men were 
company from Bridgewater, 

Eliphalot Phillips. 
8ami PratL 
Adam Kingman. 
Jamos Robinson. 
Abner Aldon. 
Jacob Alden. 
Ja" Shaw, Jr. 
Joshua W. Bird. 
Abner Kingman. 
Abner Pratt. 
Ichabod Thompson. 
Benj. Porter. 



Nathaniel Uayward. 
John Mitchell. 
Jona. Willis. 
Polycarpns Snell. 
Lemuel Orout. 
Joshua French, 
i^ Snell. 
Samuel Loach. 
Dan. Leonard. 
Jacob Reed. 
Daniel Leach. 
Bbeneier Pratt. 
Noah Wasbbum. 
Jos. Qannett. 
Sam* Orcnt. 
Joshua Shaw, Jr. 
Abner Bisbeo. 
Sami Loach, J r. 
Solomon Shaw. 
Samuel Pratt. 
Richard Buck. 
Joseph Parker. 
Isaac Pool. 

in Gapt. James House's 
August, 1757 : 

John llagen. 
Nathi Cole. 
Job Chamberlain. 
William Oorbit. 
Isaac Packard. 
William Snell. 
Jos. Bates. 
Sam* Soper. 
John Witherell. 
Joshua Cusbman. 
Prince Corwing. 



MuBter-roll of Gapt Thomas MitchelFs company, 
August, 1757: 



Daniel Pettingil. 
Beriah Willis. 
John Bolton. 
Tho« Carr. 
llohL Ripley. 
Benj. Monke. 



BeqJ. Mahurin. 
Henry Washburn. 
Jos. Keith. 
Stephen Leach. 
Bliab Washburn. 
Da?id Perkins, Jr. 
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Daniel LiUlefleld. 
Jona. Randall. 
Oba* Coring. 
James Allen. 
Bliphalet Carj. 
Tiin7 Hajward. 
Bdward Paekard. 
Blisha Hooper. 
Rob^ Gilmore. 
Joseph Sampson, 
Bphraim Allen. 
Geo. Harris. 
Joshua Willis, Jr. 
Perei Waterman, Jr. 
James Snow. 
Jonas Tamer. 
John Doaghty. 
Rob^ Leaoh. 
Henrj Chamberlain. 
Jona. Willis. 



Uriah Reeord. 
Abisha Loaoh. 
Josiah Maharin. 
William Barlow. 
Amos Hajrward. 
Joseph Har?ej. 
Isaao Lee. 
Jon> Pratt. 
Josiah Leach. 
Moses Sash. 
Matthew Book. 
Jos. Belcher. 
Geo. Buekard. 
Francis Howard. 
Hexekiah Mahurin. 
Timothy Fobes. 
Saml. Packard, Jr. 
Gregory Belcher. 
Ebeneter Edson. 



Boy. Mr. Backus, under duto of May 10, 1758, 
writes, '' 'Tis remarkable to see what a martial spirit 
prevails among us. Nearly twenty soldiers are* going 
out of Titicut Preoinct, among whom are Brethren 
Harvey, Campbell, and Wood, likewise Joshua Fobes, 
John Wood, and many others, who attend our meet- 
ings. There appears in our part of the land an un- 
common forwardness to enlist." 

Two months later ho writes, **Tho nunoni of 
slaughter, and garments rolled in blood, which we 
have from our army, fill many with distressing agita- 
tions of mind.** 

In Capt. Simeon Gary's company in Col. Doty's 
regiment, raised in the spring of 1758 for the reduc- 
tion of Canada, were Lieut. Jjemuel Dunbar, Seij. 
Eliphalet Cary, Corp. James Allen, and ninety-six 
men. In Capt. William Augier's company in Col. 
Williams* regiment, there were fifteen men, three in 
Capt. Foster's, and one man in Capt. NewhalFs. 

In 1759, the year that witnessed the capture of 
Quebec, Massachusetts furnished about seven thousand 
men, or one-sixth of all who were able to bear arms. 

In Col. Thomas Clapp*s regiment, to be placed 
under Gen. Amherst for the invasion of Canada, 
April 12, 1759, were officers Lemuel Dunbar, Eliph- 
alet Phillips, Josiah Dunbar, and eighty-eight men. 

On the muster-roll of Capt. Simeon Cary's com- 
pany, in the expedition against Canada, 1759, were 
the following Bridgewater men : 



Capt. Simeon Cary. 
Lieat. Mioah French. 
Sargeon Tboroas Willis. 
Burgeon Timothy Hay- 
ward. 
Surgeon Thomas Phillips. 
Surgeon Jona. Snow. 
John Davenport. 
Joseph Bgmon. 



Henry Chaiuberlaiu. 
Elisha Allen. 
Bbenezor Hay ward. 
Qideon Horriok. 
Thomas Leaoh. 
Beujumtn i*hiUips. 
Jesse Perkins. 
Joseph Pettingil. 
Josoph Pool. 



Daniel Hayward. 
Simoon Ames. 
Benjamin Byram. 
Joseph Beloher. 
Samuel Oole. 

The following Bridgewater 
expedition of 1760 : 

Nehemiah Washburn. 
Seth Latham. 
Benjamin Porter. 
Silas Pratt. 
Benjamin Skif. 
Daniel PoUingil. 
Henry Cary. 
Blisha Blaokman. 
Samuel Shaw. 
Joseph Shaw. 
Bben Drake. 
Reuben Curtis. 
Jesse llriggs. 
Solomon Loaoh. 
John Doty. 
Daniel Leonard. 
Benjamin Mahurin. 
Seth Mitchell. 
Jaeob Mitchell. 
Thomas Mitoholl. 



Benjamin Peterson. 
John llipley. 
James Snow. 
John SnoU. 

men were in the Canada 



Thomas Leaoh. 
Amasa Lewis. 
Samuel Paekard. 
Abiel Wood. 
Samuel Whitman. 
Timothy liuwanl. 
Nathaniel Howard. 
Daniel Leonard. 
Blisha Batton. 
John Benson. 
Thomas Hooper. 
Cliarlos Perkins. 
Henry Wanhburn. 
Jonathan Willis. 
Blgah Blossom. 
Jaeob Keith. 
Bphraim Cole. 
Benjamin PhUHps. 
Phineas Parris. 
Rdward Keith. 



Josiah Dunbar was first lieutenant in Capt Nathan 
Hodge's company at Crown Point in 175il, and was 
promoted to a captaincy. 

The following Bridgewater men died in the seryioOi 
under Capt. Josiah Dunbar, during the year 1760 : 

Jonathan Pratt (son of Jona- Barney Snow. 



than Pratt). 

Robert Snell. 

John Snell. 

Timothy Koith (son of Bph- 
raim Keith). 

Chandler Keith. 



James Turner. 
William Gilmore. 
Be^j. Washburn. 
Amasa Lewis. 
John Benson. 
Benj. Clark. 



Enlisted from Bridgewater in Capt. Josiah Dun- 
bar's company in 1761 : 



Josish Keith. 
Simeon Kipp. 
Benanuel Leaoh. 
Benannel lioaeh, Jr. 
Nathan Leaoh. 



James Mazom. 
Moses Snell. 
Seth Sweny. 
Noah Washburn. 



Pay-roll of Capt Lemuel Dunbar's company, Jan. 
18, 1761 : 



Lieut. John Hamnor. 
Bnsign Joseph Byram. 

Benjamin Johnson. 
Bbenexer Allen. 
Peter Dunbar. 
James Allen. 
Charles Bisbee. 
David Clark. 
James Chamberlain. 
Jesso Curtis. 



Privalta, 



Sergt. Thomas Ijatham. 
Sergt. Richard Bartlett. 

John Cully. 
Daniel Corthwell. 
Nathaniel Conani. 
John Doty. 
Samuel Drake. 
Bbenser Eddy. 
Nathan Kdsun. 
Blijah Kdsou. 
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Jiicob Koiili. 
tIaniM IjAtlmtu. 
Thomas Leaoh. 
Benjamin Marshall. 

Perkins. 

Stephen Pettengall. 
Bater Soper. 
Abner Torrey. 
Benjamin Washburn. 

Dunbar's company, De- 

Abijah Hill. 
Benoni Hunt. 
John Higgins. 
Jacob Keith. 
Nathan Viles. 
John Pratt. 
Philip Hoynolds. 
Nathaniel Rainsdoll. 
Moses 8 noil. 
Boriah Siioil. 
Bnooh Thayer. 
William Trask. 
Seth Woodward. 

Uoodrioh. 

Zeohariah Washburn. 
Michael White. 



Samuel Fuller. 
Charles Uibbs. 
John Gilnn. 
George Harris. 
John Higgins. 
Nathaniel Horsey. 
Seth Kingman. 
Adam Kingman. 
Benjamin Kipp. 

Pay-roll of Capt. Lemuel 
cember, 1762 : 

Lieut. Benjamin Snell. 

Ebeneier Allen. 

Joseph Allen. 

Josiah Allen. 

Seth Bryant. 

Charles Bisbee. 

Daniel Othman. 

Hugh Carr. 

Thomas Carr. 

Bbonexor Drake. 

John Doty. 

B. Eddy. 

Daniel Bdson. 

Samuel Fuller (son of 

Isaac, died). 
Charles Gibbe. 
Ephraim G rover. 

All enlisted men from Bridgcwater, and probably 
mostly natives of the town. 

Historical Eecord. — 1774. The following account 
of the action taken by the citizens of Bridgcwater is 
of interest in relation to Col. Josiah Edson, a man- 
damus councilor under the Kii«;li8h govcrninoiit. At 
a full meeting of the town on Monday, Aug. 24, 
1774, they unanimously voted the following resolves : 

"1st. BeBolved, That those persons who have taken the 
necessary oaths, and thereby qualified themselves to act as 
members of his Mi^estie's Counoil, according to a late act of 
Parliament have forfeited the love, regard, and confidence of 
their fellow-countrymen, and rendered themselves obnoxious to 
their just resentment and indignation. 

''2d. iicMohnlf That until the aforesaid persons utterly re- 
trnct from and renounce their appointment they shall be es- 
teemed inveterate enemies to their native country, lost to a 
sense of honor or humanityi and by their own voluntary exer- 
tions are still pursuing a total subvortion of oar charter and 
Constitution. And whereas sundry of the aforesaid gentlemen, 
conscious of having rendered themselves obnoxious to their fei- 
low-townsiitcn, have deserted their proper place of abmle. 

" l\d. firnolrtnif That while any of them persist in retaining 
their aforesaid places as Councollors wo will in nowiso lend 
them the least aid or protection, but, on the contrary, treat them 
with all the contempt and neglect that such unparalleled con- 
duct deserves. 

" 'Ith. Re.Holredf That a oommittee be chosen to confer with 
Col. Josiah Edson and demand his resignation, and in ease of 
his acquiesoenee, or refusal, to report to this body at their 
adjournment. 

**U{\\. Hi'nohr,l, That Messrs. Edward Mitchell, Nnthan 
Mitchell, Uiclmrd Perkins, Nathaniel Reynolds, and Thomas 
lloopnr he a committee to join (/ongrcss with the several com- 
mittees in the other towns in the County." 



At a full meeting of the inhabitants of the town 
at their adjourned meeting, September 12th, the com- 
mittee appointed to confer with Col. Edson and to 
demand his resignation reported that the continued 
absence of Col. Josiah £dson prevented their laying 
the before-mentioned resolves before the town. Then 
that body voted as follows : 

" Retolvtd^ That Col. Josiah Edson and others have long sinoe 
and still oontlnue in a perfidious, treaeheroas, and deoeitfal 
manner, and under pretence of being friends to the Government, 
to undermine the very foundations of oar ancient Gonstitntion 
by openly opposing at all times men and measures that are 
endeavoring and designing to frustrate the evil intentions of 
the British Ministry, working swiftly oar rain, openly and 
boldly declaring against the subject's right of resistanee, using 
every means in their power to baffle Town-Meetings on political 
alTatrs, and many such enormities, have forfeited the love, 
reganl, and confidence of this town, and they are deolared 
enemius, and unfit to be trusted in any oflice again. 

** lietiolved and vottd, That we will each of us (training soldierf 
and otherwise) provide ourselves immediately with every mili- 
tary accoutrement, and be ready to start to the assistanoe of any 
of our countrymen if needed. 

** Itfohed, Thnt a Committee of Correspondenoe be ehoten 
to confer with the other towns in the Provinee. Accordingly 
they made choice of Thomas Ames, Edward Mitchell, Riohard 
Perkins, Elenxer Cary, Nathan Mitchell, Nathaniel Reynoldf, 
Simeon Cary, Thomas Hooper, and David Kingman, oommitiea; 

" Retolved and voted, That a committee be ohosen to consider 
of the necessity and expediency of speedily providing the town 
with a large stock of military stores for the defence of them- 
selves, wives, children, and estates, and that they report at the 
adjournment of this meeting the ways and means most effeetnal 
to answer so desirable an intention." • 

The proceedings of these meetings indicate tho pa- 
triotic Bpirit of the town one hundred years and more 
ago. Col. Edson, whose adherence to the British 
government was the special cause of this action of the 
town, was a graduate of Harvard College, and a man 
distinguished in public affairs. He led his home and 
family and joined the British about tho time of the 
first-mentioned meeting, and died soon after. Ho 
owned the house on Central Square now owned by 
Mrs. Nahum Washburn. His son owned the old 
Withington house, and died before the close of the 
llevolution. 

Col. Edward Mitchell, one of the Committee of 
Correspondence, lived in the East Parish, and was 
grandson of Experience Mitchell, tho Pilgrim, and 
grandfather of Judge Nahum Mitchell, the historian. 
Thomas Ames, who was one of the committee, was, 
we think, the grandfather of the late Oliver Ames, 
and father of Rev. Sylvanus Ames. David Kingman 
was grandfather of the late Ezra Kingman, of East 
Bridgcwater, and of the wife of Professor Grcenleaf, 
of Harvard College, and Mrs. Ralph Sanger, of 
Dover. Simeon C^ary, another of the committee, was 
grandfather of Mrs. John Reed. Eleaser Cary was 
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grandfather of Governor Marcus Morton, and great- 
p;Tand father of C. C. Gilbert, of Boston, and of Judge 
Marcus Morton. All of the committee were more or 
less distinguished for their prominence and activity 
in supporting our cause through all the dark and 
trying years of the Revolution, and their descendants 
have likewise been distinguished in the various walks 
of life. The posterity of Col. Edson. have been nu- 
merous in this vicinity. 

The early records of the town but faintly outline 
the sacrifices, sufferings, and privations incident to the 
war of the Revolution. Nearly all the men of proper 
age were called into the service, leaving the wives and 
children with the men who were advanced in years to 
till the soil for a scanty subsistence. But enouprh is 
recorded to awaken admiration, and to inspire grateful 
acknowledgment from their descendants. Auioii«^ 
the soldiers of Bridgewater, probably none rendered 
more efficient service than Capt. Abram Washburn, 
who was early detailed in the quartermaster's depart- 
ment. He was engaged all through the war in col- 
lecting and purchasing beef for the Continental army, 
traversing the.scattercd settlements from Capo Cod to 
the most distant borders of New England, with a 
squad of men, who drove the cattle to Cambridge, 
where they were slaughtered. 

There was a beef tax levied upon the inhabitants, 
and the town, though poor, was prompt to respond to 
these repeated calls. 

The beef tax assessed in Bridgewater was as fol- 
j lows : 

SL «. d. 

1776, Feb. 12 46« 13 7 

1777, March 11 397 4 4 

1778, Jan. 26 4,204 6 3 

1779, Jan. 12 7,444 2 

1779, Deo. 14 19,038 3 

1780, Julys 8,719 6 

1780, Oct. 25 38,642 12 

1780,Nov. 4 47,788 18 

1781, Jan. Ill 81,474 3 

1782, Feb. 23 1,916 18 8 

1783, Fob. 22 605 7 3 

1784, Jan. 22 799 3 7 

1780. The tax for raising soldiers was £536 3«. 6(7. 
silver. 

1781. It was voted to complete the payment of the 
nine months* men, the three months' men ; also to 
defray the charge for horses rabed in town for the 
army, in silver at six shillings per dollar. The 
balance paid the soldiers, us above, was £682 2x. \d. 

Paid Deacon Josiah Richards for four horses lor 
army, £43 16«. M, 

Paid Eleazer Cary for seven horses for army, £78 
14s. 6(2. 



^ TbU WM wben tbe Continental money waa so dopreciiiied in 
value at to be aoaroely wortb five ocnta on the dollar. 



Paid Col. Josiah Haydcn for four horses for annj, 
£42 8f/. 5f. 

Paid Cnpt. Thomas Hooper for two horses for aniiy, 
£21 11)#/. 

Paid Simeon Dunbar, schoolmaster, eight and a 
half weeks. 

The following companies of militia were in the 
field, duly organised, in 1781 : 

Capt. Eliakim Howard's company, forty-four men. 

Capt. John Ames* company, forty-six men. 

Capt. Abram Washburn's beef squad, eight men. 

Capt. James Allen and thirty-six men. 

Capt. Nathan Allen and thirty-four men. 

Capt. David Kingman and thirty-three men. 

Capt. David Packard and thirty-five men. 

Capt. Nathan Packard and forty- four men. 

Titicnt eompimy, thirty- three men. 

1775, March 20. At a meeting of the precinct, 
John Willis, Esq., moderator, voted to recommend to 
the captains of the several companies of militia in 
the parish that they immediately call forth their com- 
panies and endeavor to enlist a company of soldiers 
who shall hold tlienisolvcs in rcmdinoss to march at the 
shortest notice, when certain information shall be by 
them received from proper authority that the inhabit- 
ants within the province shall be invaded, in their per- 
sons or property, by any foreign enemy ; and in case 
the Provincial Congress do not order them (and eaeh 
of them) suitable payment for such service, then the 
parish will pay and satbfy each man a reasonable sum 
according to his service rendered : 

*< Voted, That this parish will grant to each man, at well offi- 
cerB otf {tolJium, that for eaoh twonty-four hoiirc thry or eiilior 
of them shall be necessarily detained from home upon sueh 
alarm by the order of the oaptain, as aforesaid, four shillings 
of lawful money. 

** Yotedf Tbot the Knglish school shall go on as usual." 

Even amid the perplexities of war the school was 
sustained, and this was largely through the infiuenco 
of the devoted minister of the parish. Dr. Shaw. 

1779. The town chose a committee to fix the 
prices of labor and of the various articles of produce, 
not excepting that of New England rum. The price 
of labor upon the farm was three shillings from April 
to October, and two shillings sixpence the remainder of 
the year. The oominittce were eighteen in number, 
including the selectmen. 

Muster-roll of Capt. James Allen's company, in 
Col. John Bailee's regiment of foot in the Continental 
army, encamped at Roxbury, April 19, 1776 : 



Capt. James Allen, 
liiuut. Jacob Allen. 
Knsign Pores Waterman. 



Corp. Christopher Severs. 
Corp. Kli Hudson. 
Corp. Bphroim Orout. 
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BergL Williftm Porkins. 


Cor|). Caleb Koiih. 


Samuel Short. 


Bamum Hill. 


Sergt. Thomas Cushinan. 


Fifer Jacob Leonard. 


Soih Waterman. 


Ziba Hayward. 


Sergt. Moses Snoll. 


D rammer Joseph Egerton. 


Abram Thompson. 


Seth Pratt. 


SergU Caleb Gary. 




Theophilns Wentworth. 


Seth Hayward. 




PrivatM, 


Samuel F. Sanger. 


Jeremiah Hayward. 


Bdward Allen. 


Zibe Leonard. 


Bdwin Hayward. 


Reuben Hall. 


Nehemiah Allen. 


Jonathan Leach. 


Nathaniel Fitmer. 


Charles Holmes. 


Anlhnny Demo. 


Caleb f«oach. 


Sylvanus Conant. 


Henry Holmes. 


I^boiioxor Jamison. 


William lialham. 


/iOpliaiiiab Uoswoli. 


Ward Hanlen. 



Israel Bunker. 
Ebenoxor Byram. 
Jonathan Cary. 
Consider Cushman. 
Peter Conant. 
Sylvanus Conant. 
Beqjamin Conant. 
Solomon Conant. 
Simeon Dunbar. 
Thnxtor Dunbar. 
Samuel Dyer. 
John Doty. 
Caleb Fobes. 
Esra Fobes. 
James Dunbar. 
Samuel Green. 
Amos Harden. 
Daniel Harden. 
Calvin Hooper. 
Joseph Hamblin. 
Silos Harris. 
Israel Keith. 
Samuel Leonard. 
Daniel Leonard. 



Timothy Mitchell. 
Protheus Mitchell. 
Elins Mitchell. 
Benjamin Mahurin. 
Nathan Orcut. 
Samuel Harden. 
Daniel Pratt. 
Joseph Pratt. 
Jeremiah Pratt. 
Levi Pmtt. 
Abraham Perkins. 
Thomai Pope. 
Gideon Sole. 
Benjamin Sampson. 
Lemuel Sturtevant. 
Calvin Snow. 
Zcoliarinh Shaw. 
James Shaw. 
Eliab Washburn. 
Daniel Washburn. 
Salmon Washburn. 
Joseph Whiting. 
Robert Keith. 
Simeon Snow. 



1814. Cnpt. Scars Washburn's company that served 
at Plymouth : 

Liout. Edward Southworth. Surgoon Dr. Noah Fearing. 
2d Lieut. Shepard Fobes. 



PtivatM. 



George Chtpman. 
Abiel Richmond. 
Jonah Benson, Jr. 
Daniel Dyer. 
Joseph Hayward. 
Alien Kdson. 
Samuel Leonard. 
Isam Leonard. 
William S. Leonard. 
Charles Leonard. 
Alpheus Leach. 
Opher Mitchell. 
John H. Mitchell. 
Caleb Miteholl. 
Robert Orr. 
Benjamin Pratt. 
Nathan Pratt 
Francis Perkins. 
Almarine Hayward. 
Joseph Bassett. 
Cornelius Pratt. 
Cyrus Benson. 
.Tonathan Benson. 
Naltum Benson. 
Seth Benson. 
Martin Copeland. 
61 



William Bassett. 
James Bouldry. 
Josiah Bassett. 
Ebenexer Hall. 
Keith Bassett. 
Jabes Harden. 
Isaac Hooper. 
Sylvanus Hall. 
John Jackson. 
Otis Keith. 
Sion Swift. 
Beiganiin Sprague. 
Calvin Hayward. 
Asor Howe. 
Caleb Keith. 
Erastus Hayward. 
Levi Leach. 
Benjamin Keith. 
Oren Keith. 
Sylvanus Keith. 
Spencer Leonard. 
Ansel Leonard. 
Alpheus Fobes. 
Ruil Fobes. 
William Fuller. 
Daniel French. 



Thomas Cushman. 
Joseph Hooper. 
Jotham Dumphe. 
Lewis Harlow. 
Caleb Bassett, Jr. 
Blisha Richards. 
Elijah Pratt. 
Warde Copeland. 
Manasseh Andrews. 
Thomas Aldcn. 
Oliver Allen, Jr. 
Jonathan Bassett. 
Joseph Bassett. 
Cyrus Bassett. 



Jeremiah Hayward. 
Benjamin Pratt. 
Pardon Packard. 
John Pierce. 
Zadock Pierce. 
James Richmond. 
Isaac Swift. 
Benjamin Snell. 
Ruel Swift. 
Galon Conant. 
James Thompson. 
Nathaniel Whitman. 
George Williams. 
Andrew Conant. 



Levi Leach served in the East Bridgewater Gom- 
pany at Plymouth. Andrew Gonaot also served in 
the same company. Joseph Ilall was in the Light 
Infantry, under Capt. Cyrus Alden, and went to Bos- 
ton. Jacob Conant, Otis Hayward, Benjamin H, 
Keith, Eaton Aldrich, Henry Monroe, Gardner Wil- 
bur, and Nathan Bassett were at the Gurnet 

The rifle company organised in about 1819, by 
Samuel Leonard, who was captain ; Abram Washburn, 
lieutenant and color bearer ; Drummer, Martin Ben- 
son ; Fifcr, Enoch Conant. 

Willard Wood was the youngest member of the 
company, which consisted of forty men, nearly all 
under age. Of this company six are still living, vis., 
Thomas Cushman, Thomas Hooper, Stillman Tucker, 
Willard Wood, Benjamin Bryant, and Martin Benson. 
Abram Washburn succeeded Samuel Leonard as 
captain. 

The following Bridgewater men held commissions 
as colonels in the Third Regiment of Plymouth 
County Militia. 

Josiah Edson prior to 1775, Edward Mitchell, 
1776 to 1779 ; Eliphalct Cary, from April 28, 1779, 
to 1781; Salmon Fobes, 1817 to 1824; Abram 
Washburn, from 1829 to 1832; Franklin Leach, 
1838 to 1840. 

Lieutenant-Colonels were Theodore Mitchell, 1810 
to 1815 ; Salmon Fobes, 1815 to 1817 ; Samuel 
Leonard, 1824 to 1828 ; Abram Washburn, 1828 to 
1829 ; Benjamin Keith, 1838 to 1840. 

The following-named men were of the Second 
Company of Bridgewater, South Precinct, and served 
in the East Bridgewater Company at Plymouth, 
1814: 
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Nfttbaniol BilUngton. 
Philander Wood. 
Bphrftim Keith. 
Bselciel Djer. 
Joihua Fobei (2d). 
George Wilbar. 
Amaaa Alden. 
Solomon Keith, Jr. 
Zephaniah Keith. 
Iiaac Wilt>ar, Jr. 
Barao Wilbar. 
Iiraol Thrasher. 



Poleg Loaoli. 
Both Leaoh. 
Soranai Shaw. 
Bela Fobee. 
Lejinan Hooper. 
Barsillal Ilall. 
William Keith. 
Abner Keith. 
Oliver Keith. 
Solomon Alden, Jr. 
Salmon Keith. 



The retara of peace abated none of the interest in 
military affairs, and the organizations were kept up 
with a rank and file of sixty-two men on the roll of 
the Bridgewater company, in 1818, with the follow- 
ing officers : 

Captain, Abram Washburn ; Lieutenant, Shepard 
Fobes. 

In 1819 the same officers were in command of the 
company, with sixty-two men. 

1820. Ninety men were enrolled, with same officers. 

1821. Marshall Bessey was captain and Charles 
Pratt lieutenant. 

1823. Charles Pratt, lieutenant oommanding; Jo- 
siah Fobes, lieutenant; seventy-four men. 

1824. Charles Pratt, lioutcnnnt comimiiMling; Jo- 
siah ^obes, lieutenant; eighty men. 

1828. Winslow Mitchell, commanding ; Jabez Har- 
den, lieutenant; one hundred and seventeen men. 

1829. Winslow Mitchell, commanding; Jabez Har- 
den, lieutenant ; one hundred and eight men. 

1830. Winslow Mitchell, commanding; Jabez Har- 
den, lieutenant; one hundred and ten men. 

1831. Winslow Mitchell, commanding; Jabex 
Harden, lieutenant ; ninety-five men. 

1832. Jabez Harden, commanding ; Kenelem Wins- 
low, lieutenant ; eighty-three men. 

1833. Kenelem Winslow, commanding; Martin 
Leonard, lieutenant ; one hundred and forty-five men. 

1834. Kenelem Winslow, commanding; Martin 
Leonard, lieutenant ; one hundred and ten men. 

1835. Franklin Leach, commanding; Philip E. 
Hill, lieutenant ; one hundred and thirty-six men. 

1839. Benjamin Bryant, commanding ; Abiel Bas- 
sett, lieutenant ; one hundred and seventy-four men. 

From this date the military spirit declined in the 
Old Colony, and not until the outbreak of the Rebel- 
lion was it common to see a company of soldiers on 
parade. But it only required an occasion to call into 
the field a goodly number of young men of the town, 
not a few of whom were the descendants of those 
who had rendered loyal and patriotic service in the 
war of the Revolution. 

The annals of the town afford striking evidence of 



the valor of the men of Bridgewater, and tlie roll of 
honor that grace its ancient banner contained the 
names of some of the best blood of the colony. T^® 
record cannot fail to impress their posterity with the 
value of the institutions which they enjoy, and that 
were secured at such a cost. 

The War of the Bebellion.— The outbreak of 
the great Rebellion aroused the patriotism of the 
citizens of Bridgewater, and in answer to the call for 
troops there was a prompt response from the first call, 
April 15, 1861. The first town-meeting touching 
the subject was held April 2G, 18G1, and it was 
voted to hold in reserve the sum of fourteen hundred 
dollars, appropriated at a previous meeting for the re- 
pairs of highways, and the selectmen were instructed 
to request the county commissioners not to lay oat 
any new roads until we see to what extent we shall 
be called upon to exert ourselves in the defense of 
the country. 

Voted, To authorize the treasurer to borrow six 
thousand dollars, as it shall from time to time be 
needed. 

Voted, To pay each volunteer ten dollars per month 
while in the military service, also to provide aid for 
his family; and if any volunUtor hIuiII Im) kilKxl in 
battle or die of disease his children shall receive a 
proper education, and be put to some honorable call- 
ing or pursuit, " not as a charity, but as a debt due.*' 

Voted, That each volunteer be furnished with a re* 
volver and a bowie-knife. Artemas Hale, Joseph A. 
Hyde, Mitchell Hooper, Lafayette Keith, and Joshua 
£. Crane were appointed to carry the foregoing votes 
into effect. Rev. E. Douglass was invited to close 
the meeting with prayer. 

The call by the President, May 3, 1861, for vol- 
unteers for three years, unless sooner discharged, was 
largely responded to, and the committee, K. H. Keith, 
F. D. King, Arthur Byrnes, and B. F. Winslow, re- 
ported that eighty-five citizens had signed a roll. 
There was an attempt to organize a company of three 
months* men, but as the government would not ac- 
cept them many enlisted for three years. The town 
had frequent meetings to encourage enlistments, and 
in the succeeding calls for men show no abatement 
of the patriotic spirit. July 17, 1862, the town 
voted that it would raise thirty-six volunteers as their 
share of the number called for by the government, 
and also voted to pay each volunteer one hundred and 
sixty dollars, provided that he enlist within sixty 
days. In addition to the bounty offered by the town, 
there were liberal subscriptions by the citizens, and 
many that were drafled, or liable to draft, but whoso 
circumstances rendered it diflicult for them to serve 
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Jonah Benion. 
Woodbrige Brjant. 
Pbilo Oarror. 
J. K. P. Chamberlain. 
Oharlet W. OlIlTord. 
Both W. Ck>nani. 
Lnoini Oonant. 
Bliat Frawlej. 
Frederlok II. Faller. 
George F. Graref. 
Sllaa N. Qrosvenor. 
William S. Harlow. 
Edwin A. Hay ward. 
Saraael Jonei. 
A. Barllett Keith. 
Maurioe M. Keith. 
John 0. Lambert. 
AWIn Oonant. 

Bridobwatbr Mbn ih the 

Oreb F. Mltohell. 
Charlei L. Brjant. 
Lewis Jamee Holmef. 
Freeman Holmes. 
Benjamin Harden. 
George Harrison Lee. 
Arerj F. Keith. 
A. BartleU Keith. 
George 0. Alden. 
Bloater C. Alden. 
John B. Oobb. 
George F. Grares. 
Darid Riohmond. 
Joseph A. White. 
Alexander Dore, Jr. 
Martin M. Keith. 
William W. Hajden. 
Benjamin J. Keith. 
Henry B. Rogers. 
Edgar Parker, M.D. 
Horner 8. Leach. 
William Holmes. 
Maroos M. Alden. 
Jesse H. Briggs. 
John Elliot. 
George F. Danbar. 
Charles W. Wilbar. 
Jarius Gammons. 
C. Bradford Holmes. 
Marcus Holmes. 
Jared Robinson. 
Henry H. Lawton. 
Rufos W. Wood. 
Robert B. Smith. 
Charles S. Wentworth. 
William B. Wrightington. 
William Y. Tuttle. 
Edward 8. Jacobs. 
Jeremiah 8allivan. 
Edward Qrares. 
Charles Poroheroa. 
8ilas N. GrosTenor. 
Preston Hooper. 
Joshua Ramsdell. 
Charles W. Clifford. 
Amos L. Dorr. 



Homer 8. Leach. 
Frank E. Lee. 
Edgar H. Leonard. 
Lysander W. MItoholl. 
Nathan Mitchell. 
William Mitchell. 
William D. Mitchell. 
William T. Murphy. 
Calrin M. Perkins. 
Lucius Pierce. 
Joshua 8. Ramsdell. 
James H. Schneider. 
Rosooe Tucker. 
William B. Wrightington. 
Harry K. Washburn. 
Nathan Washburn. 
Benjamin F. WInslow. 
Rufus W. Wood. 

War op tub Rkbrlmon. 

Granrlllo Gould. 
Theodore Rodman. 
John C. Lambert. 
Francis A. Tuttle. 
James Ellis. 
Horace Wilbar. 
Franklin W. Ripley. 
William D. Mltohell. 
Benjamin T. Crocker. 
Lewis G. Lowe. 
8oth W. Coniint. 
John liolmos. 
Edwin Hayward. 
Besa Hayward. 
William V. Hinsman. 
Arthur Hooper. 
Goorge T. Keith. 
Francis D. King. 
Hosea Kingman. 
Edgar D. Keith. 
William T. Murphy. 
E. Herbert RIploy. 
Samuel Jones. 
Dexter M. Sturterant. 
John P. Townsend. 
John A. Winslow. 
Nathan H. Washburn. 
John M. Washburn. 
Alfred H. Perkins. 
Frederick A. Fuller. 
Francis M. Lambert. 
Zaooheus Lambert. 
Almansor Osborne. 
Lysander W. Mitchell. 
William Mitchell. 
Jauios W. Ijoo. 
Joseph C. Norton, Jr. 
Calvin Pratt. 
E. Harrison Keith. 
Lucius Pioroo. 
Timothy Drl«ooll. 
Lucius Conant. 
Henry A. Washburn. 
Jns. K. P. Cliiunborlain. 
Jonah Benson, Jr. 
Andrew II. Hayward. 



Adna P. Keith. 
Nathan Danbar. 
Zephaniah Dunbar. 
Daniel W. Learitt. 
William 8. Harlow. 
Elias Frawley. 
John Frawley. 
Albert Frasier. 
Eliab F. Dunbar. 
Nathan Washburn. 
Beriah T. Hillman. 
George B. Smith. 
Charles 11. Thompson. 
Frank D. Millet 
Henry V. Howes. 
Albert E. Winship. 
George L. Andrews. 
Samuel Breck. 
Samuel P. Gates. 
Joseph II. Keith. 
James II. Schneider. 
Edgar H. Leonard. 
Beigsmin F. WInslow. 
Enoch Pratt. 
William D. Burtcb. 
John H. Leonard. 
Giles R. Alexander. 
Martin Bagan. 
Ambrose Copeland. 
Hiram M. Wheeler. 
Rosooe Tucker. 
Rufus li. Willis. 
Joseph L. Locke. 
Sumner Keith. 
Sidney Keith. 
Calvin M. Perkins. 
Albert Harden. 
Arthur Byrnes. 
Alvln Conant. 



Woodbridge Bryant. 
Edwin A. Hayward. 
Benjamin W. Price. 
Philo Carver. 
Granville llartwoll. 
Maarice M. Keith. 
Frank B. Lee. 
Charles H. Nesmltli. 
Uriah Phelps. 
Henry W. Price. . 
Israel Richmond. 
James Brcnnon. 
V. Justiu Koith. 
James L. Keith. 
Riehaid Welch. 
Nathan Mitchell. 
Edward Mitchell. 
Jesse II. Jewett. 
Lucius Crocker. 
Freeman Jones. 
Nahum Loonard, Jr. 
Nathan Fobes. 
Samuel E. Hawes. 
Nahum Washburn, Jr. 
Marcellus G. Howard. 
Jos^h C. Norton. 
Isaao R. Alden. 
WilliaiiiS. Alden. 
Horaoe Wentworth. 
Horaoe B. Wentworth. 
Lnoian F. Wontworili. 
M. Lloyd Audiows. 
Caleb Alden. 
George D. Briggs. 
Hial Barney. 
Franeis T. Crafts. 
Newell F. Cushman. 
Patrick Frawley (2d). 



Capt. Orob F. Mitchell, son of Jjeonard MitohcII, 
bora Sept. 22, 1838, enlisted in the service of the 
United States as a private, bat was mastered as a 
first lieutenant Aug. 20, 1862. His character as a 
soldier won promotion, and he w4s commissioned cap- 
tain Nov. 7, 1863. He was engaged in the battle of 
Drury's Bluff, Va., where he lost hb left arm May 16, 
1864. He has held State offices at the Sute-Hooae, 
and was elected sergeant-at-arms of the State Legis- 
lature in 1875, which office he now holds. 

Capt. John P. Townsend, of the Fifty-eighth Regi- 
ment, enlisted in the service for three years, March 2, 
1864, us lieutenant; was promoted to captain May 3, 
1865 ; was taken prisoner with seven officers and 
ninety-one men Sept. 30, 1864, and sent to Libby 
Prison, from thence to Salisbury, S. C, and from there 
to Danville, Va., until exchanged, February, 1865. 
Capt. Townsend is the son of Jeremiah Townsend, 
a native of Taunton, and who was a brick-manufao- 
turcr in Bridgewater, in connection with M. Hooper, 
as early as 1840. 
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There are many other soldiers, who enlisted from 
Bridgewntcr, of whom much could he said creditable 
to their valor in the service of their country, did 
space permit. 

Capt. Nahum Leonard, Jr., son of Capt. Nahum 
Lepnard, was born in West Bridgewater, Sept. 24, 
1825. lie was educated at the Bridgewater Normal 
School, and was for a few years engaged in teaching 
school ; studied law with Judge Richardson, of Lowell, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1852. He was in the 
practice of his profession in the West for a few years, 
and then returned to Massachusetts. Upon the 
breaking out of the Rebellion he volunteered as a 
private, Aug. 31, 18G2 ; was commissioned and mus- 
tered second lieutenant March 23, 1864 ; transferred 
from Fortieth Regiment to the Fi Ay-eighth Regiment 
April, 1864 ; mustered in Company C, 1864, and 
mustered first lieutenant Aug. 8, 1864 ; captain in 
Company I, Nov. 1, 1864 ; appointed judge advocate. 
Second Division of Ninth Army Corps, May, 1865, 
holding the appointment until mustered out, July 14, 
1865. Capt. Leonard did valiant and patriotic service 
as a soldier, and won the respect and enduring friend- 
ship of his associates and companions in arms. He 
was appointed to the superintendence of the State 
Work-House in 1872 ; retaining the place with credit 
to himself and the commonwealth for twelve years, 
when he tendered his resignation. He has repre- 
sented his native town in the State Legislature, and 
is held in high esteem by all who are favored with his 
ac< plain tan ce. 

L. Dow Monroe enlisted from Plympton, March, 
1862, as a private in Company A, Heavy Artillery, 
stationed at Fort Warren ; served two years, and was 
promoted to second lieutenant in the Fifly-eighth 
Massachusetts Regiment Infantry in 1864, serving 
through the campaign ; was promoted to first lieu- 
tenant; was taken prisoner with seven officers and 
ninety-one men, Sept. 30, 1864 ; taken to Petersburg, 
Va., and subsequently, in October, sent to Libby 
Prison, Richmond, and thence to Salisbury, N. C. ; 
thence to Danville, Va., where he was confined till 
about a week before his exchange, when he was sent 
back to Richmond ; released Feb. 22, 1865 ; received 
a furlough and came home ; returned to Farmville, 
Va., April 9, 1865 ; was mustered out with the regi- 
ment July 14, 1865. 

For the pifst ten years Mr. Monroe has kept the 
Hyland House, Bridgewater, and has a family of four 
sons and two daughters. Mrs. Monroe is the daugh- 
ter of Col. Thomas E. Loring, a native of Plympton. 

Edwin II. Keith, son of Edwin Keith, enlisted in 
the United States navy July 19, 1862, as acting 



third assistant engineer; served on board United 
States steamer ** Augusta*' till September, 1863; then 
as fleet engineer's assistant; was promoted June 6, 
1864, to acting second assistant, and had command, 
for about three months, of ships " Edward" and 
" India," which were the repair-shops of the squad- 
ron ; subsequently was in charge of stores for South 
Atlantic Squadron, which position he held till date of 
his resignation, June 23, 1866. 

Granville Gould enlisted June, 1864, and served 
on board United States steamer " Fort Donelson" as 
yeoman, paymaster's steward, and afterwards as pay- 
master's clerk ; was engaged in both battles of Fort 
Fisher. Discharged July 20, 1865. 

Lucius Pierce, son of Albert Pierce, enlisted in the 
navy at New Orleans, and served on a gunboat, and 
was killed by the explosion of a boiler, June 16, 
1866. 

Richard A. Breek, a graduate of the Naval Acad- 
emy of the class of 1869, son of Samuel Breek, was 
master on the United States steamer " Yantie ;" was 
accidentally drowned at Amoy, China, Sept. 22, 1874. 
He was a young man of high character and most 
amiable and manly qualities. His steady advance- 
ment in the service gave promise of a life of great 
usefulness, and his untimely death was deeply de- 
plored by the officers of the department and his asso- 
ciates. A massive granite monument was erected to 
his memory by the officers of the *' Yantie." 

Plymouth County Agiicoltaral Society. — The 
Plymouth County Agricultural Society, whoso grounds 
and hall are located in Bridgewater, was organized in 
1819, with the following officers: President, Hon. 
Daniel Howard, of West Bridgewater; Yioe-Presi- 
dents, Hon. Wilks Wood, of Middleboro', Rev. Mor- 
rill Allen, of Pembroke ; Trustees, Abiel Washburn, 
Nahum Mitchell, Charles Turner, Benjamin Barker, 
Obediah Lyon, James Thatcher, Elisha Ruggles, Sam- 
uel Frazier, John Thomas, Benjamin Fearing, Wil- 
liam Bourne, Phineas Hammond ; Recording Secre- 
tary, Bartholomew Brown ; Treasurer, William Davis ; 
Sub-Treasurers, Zachariah Eddy and Nathaniel Gur- 
ney. The society was duly incorporated June 11, 
1819. 

This society has had a prosperous history as one 
of the acknowledged and valued agencies in the pro- 
motion of the cause of agriculture in the Old Col- 
ony. It located its permanent exhibitions in Bridge- 
water in 1824, where they have been held until the 
present tune. The present beautiful site for the ex- 
hibition was purchased in 1855, and the hall was 
erected in 1856. Joseph Chamberlain, Amasa How- 
ard, George W. Wood, and Spenoer Leonard, Jr., 
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were the building committee. Benjamin Hobart hav- 
ing served for two years us president with seal in the 
promotion of the enterprise, was succeeded bj Charles 
Q. Davis, who continued his service in that capacity 
for fifteen years or more with great acceptance. 

The park and exhibition hall, with other buildings 
and appurtenances, extended and enlarged from time 
to time to meet the growing needs of the society, have 
involved the expenditure of fiiUy sixty-five thousand 
dollars. Hon. B. W. Harris succeeded Mr. Davis as 
president, and gave to the society his earnest i^upport 
and encouragement. John Lane, Esq., of East Bridge- 
water, succeeded Mr. Harris as president of the society, 
entering upon his duties with enthusiasm that has 
greatly aided in the improvements that have been made 
for the past three years. The citizens of Bridgewater 
have always taken an honest pride in the society, which 
has had their generous patronage during its entire ex- 
istence. The society has had the support of the best 
men in the Old Colony for two generations, and has a 
history that is pleasant to review as we trace the sub- 
stantial progress of our varied interests during the past 
half-century. Ijafayotto Keith, Esq., has held the 
office of secretary of the society since 18G3, conduct- 
ing the duties with nire fidolily nnd diHCjfotion. The 
grounds of the society are delightfully located on the 
margin of Town River, and embrace an area of about 
sixty acres, pleasantly studded with shade- trees. The 
hall is one of the finest of its class in New England. 

State Work-House. — The Bridgewater State 
Work- House, which was established in 1853, has been 
one of the prominent institutions in connection with 
our system of charities for thirty years. Capt. J^evi 
L. Ooodspeed was the first superintendent, and Dr. 
Abram T. Lowe, Nahum Stetson, and Dr. Bradford 
L. Wales, were the inspectors. It has been an asylum 
for the poor who were without a settlement, and for 
the past seventeen years has also been a penal institu- 
tion. In the early years of its existence the inmates 
numbered from six hundred to a thousand. Its his- 
tory has been highly creditable to the management, 
and it has received frequent commendation from the 
boards of State charities. Capt. Ooodspeed gave the 
best years of his life to the charge of the institution, 
during which time the production of the farm was in- 
creased from ten tons of hay to one hundred tons 
annually. 

Upon the resignation of Capt. Ooodspeed, in 1870, 
Capt. Nahum Leonard was appointed to the office of 
superintendent, continuing in that position until July 
1, 1883, when he resigned. Capt. Leonardos admin- 
istration was morked with rare discretion, and a most 
kind, humane consideration of the needs of the un- 



fortunate class committed to his charge. Under his 
govcnnncnt the farm was greatly improved, and sixty 
acres of land was reclaimed, and the hay crop in- 
creased to nearly two hundred tons. The entire farm 
embraces two hundred and twenty acres. His resig- 
nation was received, and accepted with much reluc- 
tance on the part of the trustees. Capt. liconard was 
succeeded by Mr. Hollis M. Blackstone, July 5, 1883. 

The destruction of the work-house by fire on Satur- 
day, July 7, 1883, was a surprise to the new superin- 
tendent, who was just entering upon his duties. The fire 
was of incendiary origin, and the inmate who confessed 
as its author was sentenced to twenty years in the State 
prison. The building consumed was a massive wooden 
structure, three stories in height, with a fourth story 
in the centre section, which was the chapel. The de- 
struction of the building was in the forenoon, wheu 
the inmates were generally out at work, and at a sea- 
son of the year when the numbers were at the lowest 
point. Fortunately no loss of life ensued, and some 
valuable property was saved, including the books and 
records of the institution. Steam fire-engines Arom 
Taunton and BriMskton were called, and promptly re- 
sponded in season to Siive the lar^e barns and other 
out-liuildingH. Tlio building dtvitroytHi was built liy 
Ford & Miller, of Full lliver, at a cost of eighty 
thousand dollars, and the total loss, including furni- 
ture, steam-heating apparatus, clothing, etc., was about 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

The property returned after the fire as an appraisal, 
including two hundred and twenty acres of land, two 
barns, sheds, pump-houses, stock, tools, carriages, eto.> 
was $61,405.90. The board of trustees promptly 
proceeded to secure an appropriation from the L^is- 
lature of sixty thousand dollars to rebuild in part the 
institution, the inmates in the mean time having been 
transferred to Westboro' Reform School. 

This appropriation was not deemed sufficient to 
more than furnish shelter for those who were in the 
institution at the time of the fire and for furnish- 
ings for the same, but was accepted as suScient to 
begin the work. Five brick buildings of plain, sub- 
stantial style were erected, and before the end of the 
year one building was ready for occu|)ancy. Subse- 
quently thirty-five thousand dollars was appropriated 
for finishing the buildings, and in May, 1884, an ad- 
ditional appropriation of fifty thousand dollars was 
made to erect a prison and dormitory, making the 
entire appropriation one hundred and thirty-five thou- 
sand dollars. The buildings which have been com- 
menced, and are now well advanced, consist of super- 
intendent's house, hospital building, three dormitory 
buildings, kitchen, and a story added to a building 
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partially ilcfttroycd. The prison and (lorniit4)ry to he 
erected are one hundred and eighty feet by i'orly 
feet; a water tower and office are also to be built. 
These buildings are two stories, with basement, 
granite underpinning, and freestone trimmings. The 
buildings will accommodate four or five hundred. 
This institution has held an important place in the 
system of charities of the commonwealth, and now 
enters nyion a now era in its history. 

Juno, 1884, the trustees were Joshua K. Crane, J. 
White Belcher, Weaver Osborn, Catharine P. Loth- 
rop, Mary E. Crafts. 

Bridgewater Sayingi-Baiik. — The Bridgewater 
Savings-Bank was incorporated March 19, 1872; 
was organized with Mr. Joseph A. Ilyde as presi- 
dent, Lafayette Keith clerk, and Samuel P. Gates 
treasurer. 

Mr. Hyde retained the office of president until his 
death, when Hon. Lloyd iParsons was his successor, 
serving with acceptance and fidelity until his decease, 
in 1882. 

The present officers are as follows: President, 
Spencer Leonard; Vice-Presidents, Nahum Leonard, 
Lewis G. Lowe; Treasurer, Samuel P. Gates ; Clerk, 
Lafayette Keith ; Trustees, Joshua E. Crane, Lafay- 
ette Keith, J. H. Fairbanks, James C. Leach, Flosea 
Kingman, S. P. Gates, Isaac Damon, L. G. Lowe, 
Charles K. Pratt, Nahum Leonard, Spencer Jjeonard, 
J^Mward A. liowott, Qcorgo M. Hooper. 

The institution has had a good sUinding as a safe 
repository of money and has won the confidence of 
depositors, who are largely the people of the town. 

Census of the old town of Bridgewater, 1746 : 

No. of Dwelling- Pupul*- 

Honaei. Funlllet. tion. 

West Preoinot 106 121 880 

South " 102 173 1056 

Kiwt " 112 167 »r»9 

North " 120 131 8.33 

Titiont " 41 48 262 

3990 

Appropriations for schools for the old town, 1763 : 

£ «. d. 

West Preoinot 16 12 6 

South " 17 I 

Kast " 15 17 1! 

North " 12 17 1 

TiUout " 4 5 7 

Population in 1837, 2092 ; in 1880, 3620 ; valua- 
tioD, 12,620,298. 

A large number of families emigrated from Bridge- 
water ill the latter part of the last century and early 
in the present century, settling in Maine, Vermont, 
and Western Massachusetts, and quite a number of 
families moved to New York State and to Ohio when 



it was a frontier State. Several Bridgewater families 
wore pioneer settlers at Marietta, Ohio. 

The following is an enumeration of the polls and 
estate of the old town of Bridgewater for the year 
1773 by precincts, which embraced the three towns 
and Brockton : 

£ ». d. 

Ill tho West Preoinot, nuinbor of polls 191 

" " vahmtion of wUtos 12,114 7 

" South Preoinot, nuinbor of polln 247 

" vAluation of csUlos 10,375 15 

" Knnt Prooinct, nuinbor of fiollfl 203 

" " valuation of cetatefl 10,221 2 

" North Preoinot, numbor of polls 204 

" " valaation of estates 9,906 2 

" " Tittaquot," number of polls 67 

" " Taluation 2,897 8 

Total number of polls 916 

ToUl valuation £45,514 18 

Thus it appears that the assessor's valuation of 
Bridgewater, with Titicut, was but $66,365. It was 
in poverty that the fathers engaged in the struggle of 
the Revolution. It is possible that the above figures 
were based upon a slightly reduced valuation, but 
they arc from the original sheet where the tax was 
computed. 

Sprague*s Hill. — Sprague's Hill is well known as 
the most commanding eminence in this quarter of the 
county, and upon its southern slope some of the early 
settlers made for themselves happy homes. Among 
these were the Aldens, the descendants of John, of 
tho " Mayflower.'' From this picturesque elevation 
there is a commanding view of the river that creeps 
through the valley and the village with its half-dosen 
churches, a short mile distant; also the handsome 
grounds of the Plymouth County Agricultural So- 
ciety. There have been many changes since these 
early settlements were made, and time, and the in- 
evitable spirit of colonisation, have scattered these of 
Pilgrim name and many of the old landmarks. There 
are two of the ancient Alden houses still remaining, 
though none of that name now inhabit them. The 
last of the Alden houses that was demolished was 
that of Oapt. Joseph Alden, son of Seth, who was of 
a family of five sons and four daughters, two of tho 
sons being graduates of Brown University, vis., Gy- 
rus, who was a lawyer at Fall River, and Seth, a min- 
ister in Marlboro', both long since deceased. This 
hill is supposed to have taken its name from Capt. 
Benjamin Sprague, who lived in this locality, and 
died of smallpox in 1778, aged forty -two years. 

The pine grove east of the brick-yard, on an at- 
tractive eminence upon the farm of Mitchell Hooper, 
Esq., was set out by Mr. Hooper in 1839 and 1842, 
and covers what was then a barren sand-hill. 

Nippenioket Fond. — The beautiful sheet of water 
lying in the southwesterly portion of the town is 
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ealled Nippenicket PoDd. There are few more de- 
lightful and romantic little lakes in this quarter of 
the State. Around its borders was a favorite resort 
for the dusky Indian hunter, and its waters were in 
early times well stocked with fish. The sportsmen 
still find it good shooting (with decoys) around its 
woody slopes, and boating upon its quiet waters has 
for years beguiled many an idle hour. This pond is 
about a mile and a half in length and of irregular 
shape, averaging half that distance in width. Caleb 
F. Leonard, a prominent citizen fifty years ago, lived 
in this neighborhood, and the late George Bassett had 
a pleasant mansion near by. Mr. A. W. Bassett is 
the only representative of a prominent and numerous 
family that once resided in this part of the town, 
that remains in contentment and independence upon 
his native manor. 

*' Carver's Pond," near the centre of the town, is a 
favorite resort for the young people, and its woody 
borders grace a most attractive landscape. The out- 
let of this pond afforded a water-power for the first 
ootton-gin manufactory, erected by Mr. E. Carver in 
1817. 

Bridgewater Cemetery. — ^The citizens of this 
town, from its earliest settlement, have shown a com- 
mendable respect for the graves and memory of the 
great ** silent majority.*' One of the earliest bequests 
of one of its prominent men was the ancient burial- 
ground near the church, and within its sacred indosure 
four generations found their last resting-place. In 
1842 it became necessary to provide enlarged accom- 
modations for burials, and a beautiful site west of the 
village was selected for a cemetery. The association, 
which was duly organized and incorporated, purchased 
the land of Dion Bryant, Esq., and others, comprising 
about ten acres (subsequently enlarging it), which 
from its slight elevation was called Mount Prospect. 

The cemetery was appropriately consecrated, Oct. 
26, 1842, to its sacred use, with prayer and an 
address by Rev. Ebenezer Gay, of Bridgewater. 
The following hymn, written for the occasion by 
Mrs. Charlotte Keith, was sung on that occasion : 

" We meot with holj teal iDsplred, 
With love and obanted laj 
We consoorate this verdant glade 
To loved onei passed away. 

'' We come, with hallow'd inemorios 
And chastened hearts we bring 
An offering of devotion here 
To our Almighty King. 

** We meet in youth and health, and hope 
Sits lightly on our brow, 
And visions bright and blooming flowem 
Bedeck our pathway now, — 



"And though we bask in sunny smiles, 
May we this precept bless : 
Religion never was designed 
To make our pleasures loss. 

*' Wo meet in manhood's riper years, 
When sober thoughts draw near : 
With saddened hearta we gamer up 
Our pure affections here. 

" What though a change oome o'er our dreams 
To blight our early love, 
We seek the promises of Ilim, 
And trust to moot abovo. 

" We meet in age, — our tottering step 
(Of threescore yean or more) 
Comes, like a truthful monitor. 
That we are young no more. 

" Yet ere our spirits pass away. 
To mingle with the blessed, 
Our souls would hold communion o'er 
This hallow'd place of rest 

" We part,— oh, may His wondrous love 
Unite our little band. 
And gather up our souls to Him 
In yon bright spirit-land. 

" There with the pure celestial throng 
To worship and adore, 
When clustering round the Holy One, 
We meet to part no more.' 



t$ 



The ceiuetury has been graded and beautified with 
walks and driveways, and the forest trees that remain 
afford ample shade. There are many massive monu- 
ments, some of which are finished and designed in the 
highest style of art. Prominent among these are 
those of Mr. F. W. Luddington, Mr. James Fergusoo, 
Mr. C. W. Hubbard, Jonathan Washburn, Nicholas 
Tillirighast, Nuhum Stetson, E. W. Bnrstow, Arte- 
mas Hale, Dion Bryant, C. C. Gilbert, Increase llob- 
inson, George Bassett, Jonathan Cushing, Jacob Per- 
kins, John A. Shaw, Gad Robinson, Philo Leach, 
Mitchell Keith, Nathan Mitchell, Calvin Pratt, Rob- 
ert Perkins, J. E. Carver, Nathan Laiell. The presi- 
dent of the corporation is Suuinor Keith (2d), George 
M. Hooper, clerk. The cemetery was for a quarter 
of a century in charge^ of Mr. Eli Washburn, who 
with untiring energy for many years gave to the ser- 
vice almost his entire attention, while he was fore- 
most in contributions and in raising funds for the 
erection of the fence and gateway. For the past few 
years many improvements have been made under the 
faithful superintendence of Mr. George F. Leonard. 
The delightful situation and the good judgment in 
the care of this place of burial is year by year render- 
ing it more attractive to visitors. 

The Old Graveyard. — The first burying-plaoe in 
Bridgewater of which we have any knowledge is near 
the Unitarian Church, and was donated to the parish 
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in 171!) by John Washburn. This was the only 
burying-place in tho South Precinct for about thirty 
years. Lieut. John Washburn was the sexton, and 
dug the graves for fidy-eight years, — from 1739 to 
1797, the time of his death, — keeping a record of the 
burials. The total number of graves dug by him 
during these years wsis seven hundred and six. It is 
probable that nearly two thousand burials have been 
provided for in this yard. But very few liavo been 
buried in this yard since 1842. The beautiful shade- 
trees in and about the old churchyard were planted 
between 1838 and 1843. Capt. Abram Washburn 
was active in improving and beautifying this sacred 
place, and in later years Williams Latham and Eli 
Washburn devoted much time and labor to reclaim 
it from overrunning brambles, and in rendering the 
ancient moss-covered stones legible. It was orig- 
inally inclosed with a common rail-fence, but in 1795 
the precinct voted to build a stone wall around it. 
The whole parish turned out, and in a single day 
brought together stones sufficient to fence it, about 
fifly rods in length. Captain Washburn, with a little 
help from subscribers, rebuilt the wall, capping it with 
the stones as it is now to be seen, in 1844. We 
know of no more beautiful and striking type of the 
ancient English churchyard than that of the old yard 
of Bridgewater. 

Tho following is upon a monument in tho old 
graveyard near the First Congregational Church : 

'* Drncalli nro tlo|M)fiito(l llin romninR of linn, Sathnn Ulitrhrll, 
Unq., ill wlioiii pnidonco iiiul oeonomy, bonovoloiico and pioly, 
woro happily and coiispiouousiy united; whoso open disposition 
procured him oonfidonoe and esteem in private life, while his 
patriotism, integrity, and strong natural abilities repeatedly 
advanced him by the suflTrages of a virtuous people to a seat in 
government; who in various capaoitiea served his town and 
country with fidelity and honor, and through life sustained the 
character of a dovout, exemplary Christian, an obliging neigh- 
bor, a kind husband, and tender parent, lie died with small- 
)Nix, 2d March, 1780, in tho OOtb yoitr of liis ago, beloved and 
lamented. His widow and children, to record their gratitude 
and the virtues of the deceased, have erected this monument." 

Also the following are in the same yard : 

" Dea. C^>rnolius Holmes, died Oct. 7th, 1847, aged 02 years, 
10 months, and 14 days.** 

".lolin Washburn was born 10 10; niarri«Ml roboca liaphain 
1070; died 1710, Aged 73 years. He gave the land for this 
burying-yard and inoeting-house." 

"Sacred to tho memory of John Sknw, almost 60 years a 
faithful pastor of the second church of Christ in this town, who 
departed this life un the 20th of April, MDCCXCI., aged 83 
years. 

'* iiian, great and bolovc<l, llioii slialt rost and 
Stand in thy lot at the ond of days." 

"Judith, ye daughter of llev. John Shaw and Mrs. Sarah his 
wife, born Deo. ye 1st, 1740; died Aug. ye 7th, 1747. 



** Upon the stage I Just appeared, 
My tender voice a while was heard ; 
The buddings of my early'days 
My parents' expectations raised ; 
While they with pleasure on me smiled, 
I fell asleep and died a ohild.' 
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" Memento Mori. In memory of Capt. Seth alden, who de- 
parted this life Sept. ye 0th, 1784, in the 76 year of his age. 
" The corps in silent darkness lies : 
Our friend is dead, the Captain dies; 
In |)Ofico ho lived. In poaoe ho died. 
Sleeps sweetly by his Consort's side; 
In this dark eell they both must lie 
Till the archangel rends the sky. 
And saints ascend to Christ on high." 

Fhysioians. — Dr. Samuel Alden, Dr. Joseph B. 
Fohes, Dr. Samuel II. Worcester (retired), Dr. Calvin 
Pratt (graduated at Harvard Medical College, 1866), 
Dr. George H. Watson (born 1847, at Sedgwick, 
Me., graduated at Amherst College, 1870, Albany 
Medical College, 1872), Dr. £dward W. Read (ho- 
mcoopatliic physician from Philadelphia, Pa.), Dr. 
Lewis Q. Lowe (born Aug. 17, 1828, graduated at 
New Hampshire Medical College, 1863; Harvard 
Medical College, 1864; retired from practice, 1870), 
Dr. Edward Sawyer (graduate of Harvard Medical 
College, for twelve years physician at State work- 
house). Dr. Christian Washburn (dentist, graduate of 
Pennsylvania Dental College, 1859), Dr. Edgar 
Parker (retired from profession). 

Bridgewater Lodge of Knights of Honor. — 
Officers: Alexander Dove, P. D. ; H. F. Barnes, 
1). ; J. B. liogcrs, V. D. ; George Ilay ward, A. D. ; 
George M. Hooper, Hep.; Sumner Keith, Fin. D.; 
P. 0. Clark, Treas. ; P. W. Benson, G. ; J. W. Leach, 
Gr. ; W. H. Reiser, S. 

Harmony Royal Arch Chapter, F. A. M., was 
organized in Bridgewater in 1883. The following 
are the original charter members : Henry 0. Little, 
E. H. Hatch, D. C. Ford, Alexander Dove, H. H. 
White, John II. Fairbanks, J. E. Crane, H. D. Coving- 
ton, J. A. Hunter, A. W. Fobes, P. M. Poole, D. D. 
Sweet, Jarvis Burrill, Frederick G. Lovell, A. B. 
Paull, J. B. Hengely, Edward Sawyer, Henry F. 
Miller, John M. Stetson, H. F. Barnes, Soathworth 
Harlow, Nahum Leonard, George M. Hooper, Charles 
M. Bryant, John G. Braman. 

The officers are E. H. Hatch, M. E. H. P. ; Na- 
hum Leonard, K. ; D. C. Ford, S. ; J. Burrell, Treas. ; 
George M. Hooper, Sec. ; S. Harlow, Chap. ; F. G. 
Lovell, C. of H. ; H. F. Barnes, P. S. ; H. H. White, 
11. A. C. ; J. H. Hunter, M. of 3d V. ; H. D. Cov- 
ington, M. of 2d V. ; H. F. Braman, M. of 3d V. ; 
A. W. Fobes, Tyler. 

Fellowship Lodge, F. and A. M. — The charter 
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of Fellowship Lodge bears dote June 15, 1797. The 
petitioners for the ^charter were Hector Orr, Clinrles 
Ainger, Josiah Otis, Noah Fearing, Isaac Ijazell, 
Nathan Lasell, and Joseph LaKcU. 

The lodge was consecrated at the East Parish, 
Bridgewater, Nov. 3, 1797. A very able and inter- 
esting discourse was delivered by lirother Rev. Thad- 
deus M. Harris, of Dorchester. An oration was de- 
livered by R. W. Hector Orr, Master-elect. The 
Qrand liodgcs of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
were present on the occasion. The lodge held its 
meetings in the East Parish until Aug. 12, 1799, 
when it was removed to the West Parish, where it re- 
mained until 1809, and was again removed to the 
East Parish, as circumstances required, until 1813, 
when it was removed to the South Parish, and held its 
meetings at Pratt's Hall. It occupied the Academy 
Hall, Bridgewater, in 1822, when that building was 
destroyed by fire, was removed to the East Parish 
until 1826, and then again to Bridgewater, where it 
remained until 1835. It was then removed to the 
house of Jonathan Ames, and regular meetings sus- 
pended. In 1845 regular meetings were resumed at 
West Bridgewater. Subsequently it was perma- 
nently located in Bridgewater, where it purcha8e<i a 
building, and has a beautiful and commodious hall. 
Its present membership is one hundred and forty in 
number, and the lodge is in a prosperous condition. 

A list of the Masters of Fellowship Lodge since its 
organization, June 15, a.d. 1797 : Hector Orr, 1797 ; 
Simeon Dunbar, 1798; Hector Orr, 1801; Noah 
Fearing, 1804; Hector Orr, 1805; Nathan Mitchell, 
1806 ; Hector Orr, April, 1809 ; Jeremiah Wash- 
burn ; John Edson, Jan. 27, 1812; Zenas Crocker, 
Deo. 19, 1814; Joe Talbot, Dee. 11, 1816; Rufus 
Perkins, Dec. 2, 1816 ; Artemus Hale, Dec. 7, 1818 ; 

Jonathan Ames, Jr., Deo. 18, 1823 ; Hay ward, 

Dee. 11, 1826 ; Silas Warren, Deo. 14, 1829; Sim- 
eon Perkins, Feb. 13, 1843; Jarvis D. Burrill, Dec. 
8, 1845; John Edson, Jan. 24, 1853; Jarvis D. 
Burrill, Deo. 5, 1854 ; Isaac Howard, Nov. 19, 1855 ; 
L. W. Lovell, Nov. 30, 1857 ; Franklin Leach, Dec. 
5, 1859 ; Fisher A. Sprague, Sept. 8, 1862 ; W. E. 
Churchill, Sept. 4, 1865 ; Lloyd Parsons, Sept. 9, 
1867 ; Frederic S. Strong, Sept. 20, 1869 ; Frederic 
S. Churchill, Sept. 25, 1871 ; Hosea Kingman, Sept. 
16,1872; Isaac Damon, Jan. 25, 1875; Edward 
Sawyer, Sept. 25, 1878; Joseph W. Ferguson, Oct. 
31, 1881. 

List of officers for 1884: Joseph W. Ferguson, 
W. M. ; Charles T. Hall, Jr., S. W. ; Nalium Leon- 
ard, J. W. ; George M. Hooper, Treas. ; Warren K. 
Churchill, See.; Fred. 0. Lovell, Mar. ; Southworth 



Harlow, Chaplain ; J. Gardner Bassett, S. D. ; John 
M. Stetson, J. D. ; John McBay, S. S. ; Roland M. 
Keith, J. S. ; George L. Rollins, Organist ; John 
Mayo, I. S. ; Harrison F. Barnes, Tyler. 

Odd-Fellows. — The Odd- Fellows organised a lodge 
in Bridgewater, Oct. 11, 1877. The charter mem- 
bers were as follows: Robert S. Hunt, Arthur G. 
Brown, Thomas S. Roundsvelt, Southworth Harlow, 
C. B. Howard, J. W. Perkins, John Jtieksou, Albert 
Harriman, Reuben L. Paine, George Walker. 

Officers: Israel Richmond, Jr., N. G. ; Alfred 
Hall, V. G. ; Charles R. Runsden, Rec. See. ; J. F. 
Packard, Sec. ; Southworth Harlow, Treas. 

The lodge has occupied the hall in Wilber*s brick 
building, and is in a prosperous condition. 

Fire Department. — Bridgewater has an efficient 
fire doparUnent. Its organ iiuition has existed about 
forty years. It has had two engines which were 
worked by hand,— the " Veto" and " Ousamequin." 
The last named has done good service for more than 
twenty-five years, while the little '^Veto'* was in use 
for about forty years, doing good service on many 
occasions. November, 1883, the department took u 
fresh start, and (he purchase of a splendid steam Gre- 
engine of the most approve<l style, vix., ** Sil}«by, No. 
6," marked a new era in fire-eztingubhing apparatus 
in town. Sixteen hundred feet of new hose, with a 
quantity of old that is in good condition, enables this 
engine to throw a stream nearly a quarter of mile 
from the source of supply. The fire district has a 
good brick engine-house that accommodates two en- 
gines, and, with a convenient hall, is in most respects 
entirely satisfactory. 

The following is the list of officers for 1884 : Da- 
rius C. Foard, chief engineer ; Henry Miller, James 
Hunter, John A. Winslow, assistant engineers ; ESd- 
ward Sawyer, foreman ; Van R. Swifl, Jr., engineer ; 
Van R. Swifl, treasurer; George M. Hooper, clurk. 
The original officers chosen Oct. 7, 1844, were Ar- 
temus Hale, chief engineer ; Artemus Hale, Jr., 
clerk ; Philip D. Kingman, Eli Washburn, Axel 
Dearborn, George W. Bates, assistant engineers. 

The vote for Governors in different yean has been 
as follows : 

1822. JohD Brooki, 248; Willifttn Bnstis, 80. 

1823. llurrUoii Q. Otii, 254; Williaui Kuitis, 101. 

1824. Samael Lathrop, 143; WiMiara Euttis, 118. 

1825. Levi Linooln, 174. 

1820. Levi Lincoln, 100; Samuel Ilubbard, 37. 

1827. liovi Lincoln, 127; Samnel Hubbard, 9. 

1828. Levi Lincoln, 119. 

1820. liovi Lincoln, 180; Maroui Morton, 0. 

1830. Levi Linooln, 220; Marout Morton, 11. 

1831. Levi Linooln, 219; Maroua Morton, 15. 
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1832. Sninucl Lntbrop, 164; Lot! Lincoln, 82; Marcus Mor- 
ton, 18. 

1833. John Q. Adamv, 175; John Davis, 64; Marcus Mor- 
ton, 42. 

1834. John Dniley, 153; John Dar{9, 74; Marcus Morton, 
42. 

1835. I'Mward Bverott, 168 ; Marcns Morton, 69. 

1836. Mnrous Morton, 190; Kdward Kverctt, 92. 

1837. Marcus Morton, 152; Edward Everett, 183. 

1838. Marcus Morton, 156 ; Edward Everett, 166. 
1830. Edward Evorolt, 207 ; Marcus Morton, 196. 
1810. John Davis, 244; Marcus Morton, 219. 

1841. John Davis, 214 ; Marcus Morton, 192. 

1842. John Davis, 225; Marcus Morton, 225. 

1843. George N. Briggs, 226; Marcus Morton, 200. 

1844. George N. Briggs, 225 ; George Bancroft, 163. 

1845. George N. Briggs, 193; Isaac Davis, 142. 

1846. George N. Briggs, 200; Isaac Davis, 107. 

1847. George N. Briggs, 181 ; Caleb Gushing, 104. 

1848. George N. Briggs, 215; Stephen C. Phillips, 152. 

1849. George N. Briggs, 201 ; Stephen 0. Phillips, 121. 

1850. George N. Briggs, 212; Stephen C. Phillips, 116; 
George 6. Boutwell, 90. 

1851. Robert C. Winthrop, 266; George S. Boutwell, 125; 
John G. Palfrey, 114. 

1852. John II. Clifford, 278; llomoe Mann, 120; Henry W. 
Bishop, 104. 

1853. Emory Washburn, 256; Henry Wilson, 110. 

1854. Henry J. Gardner, 304; Emory Washburn, 09. 

1855. Henry J. Gardner, 254; Samuel II. Walley, 87. 

1856. Henry J. Gardner, 297 ; Erasmus D. Beach, 90 ; George 
W. Gordon, 37. 

1857. Henry J. Gardner, 175 : Nathaniel P. Banks, 108. 

1858. Nathaniel P. Banks, 130; Erasmus D. Beach, 76. 
1850. Eliphalnt T.mi«k, 152; S. C. Bnmis, 106. 

1H60. John A. Andrew, 261; Amos A. Lawrence, 208. 

1861. John A. Andrew, 149; Isaac Davis, 176. 

1862. John A. Andrew, 235 ; Charles Devons, 215. 

1863. John A. Andrew, 187; Henry W. Paine, 130. 

1864. John A. Andrew, 311 ; Henry W. Paine, 181. 

1865. Alexander H. Bullock, 161 ; Darius N. Couch, 137. 

1866. Alexander H. Bullock, 197; Theodore Il.Sweetser, 75. 

1867. Alexander H. Bullock, 228; John Quincy Adams, 249. 

1868. William Clafflin, 300; John Quincy Adams, 169. 

1869. William Claflin, 206; John Q. Adams, 153. 

1870. Willinm Claflin, 170 ; John Q. Adami, 133. 

1871. William B. Washburn, 156; John Q. Adams, 197. 

1872. William B. Washburn, 264; Francis W. Bird, 126. 

1873. William B. Washburn, 124; William Gaston, 108. 

1874. Thomas Talbot, 221; William Gaston, 256. 

1875. William Gaston, 216; Alexander H. Rice, 175. 

1876. Alexander 11. Rice, 356; Charles Francis Adams, 288. 

1877. Alexander II. Rico, 213; William Gaston, 204. 

1878. Thomas Talbot, 358 ; Benjamin F. Butler, 150 ; Josiab 
G. Abbott, 93. 

1879. John D. Long, 319; Benjamin F. Butler, 132; John 
Q. Adams, 116. 

1880. John D. Long, 366 ; Charles P. Thompson, 280. 

1881. John D. Long, 188; Charles P. Thompson, 118. 

1882. Benjamin F. Butler, 287 ; Robert R. Bishop, 294. 

1883. George D. Robinson, 354 ; Benjamin F. Butler, 283. 

Politically tlio town for thirty years has generally 
been Republican, but it has, by disagreement on the 
part of the Republicans, rrc(|nently chosen Democratic 
representatives. 



The first Republican representatiye chosen was Mr. 
Asahel Hathaway, who was elected in 1850, serving in 
the Legislature for 1851 ; casting his vote for Charles 
Sumner, who was elected by the Legislature by one 
mnjority for the first time as United States senator. 

There have been some instances of majorities for 
the Demouratic candidate for Governor. In 1875, 
William Gaston, Democrat, had 21G votes, and Alex- 
ander IL Rice, Republican, 175 ; and the following 
year Mr. Rice received, 355 ; and Charles F. Adams, 
288. 

In 1878, Thomas Talbot, Republican, received 
358 votes, and Benjamin F. Butler, Democrat, 160 ; 
J. G. Abbott, Democrat, 93. 

In 1879, John D. Long, Republican, received 319, 
and B. F. Butler, Democrat, 132; John Q. Adams, 
Democrat, 116. 

In 1882, Robert R. Bishop led B. F. Butler seven 
votes only. 

In 1883, George D. Robinson -^lad 354 votes, and 
B. F. Butler 283. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Col. Josiali Edson waa clerk a few years prerioaa to 1746, a&d 

was the only clerk of the original town who refided in the 

South Parish. 
Artemas Hale, 1822, '23, '26, *26, '27, '28. 
Nathaniel Washburn, 1824. 
Holmes Sprngue, 1829, '80, '31, '32, '33, '34. . 
Mitehell Keith, 1836, '.10, '37, '38, '39, '40, '41, 42, '48, '44, '46, 

-I A. 
TiCwiR Holmes, 1847, '48, '49, '69, '00, '01, '02, '03, '04, '06, '66, 

'67, T)8, '09, '70, '71, '72. 
Calvin B. Pratt, 1850, '61, '52. 
Daniel Mitchell, 1853, '64. 
Joshua E. Crane, 1865, 66, '67, '68, '73, '74. 
Henry T. Pratt, 1875, '70, '77, 78. 
E<lward A. Hewett, 1879, '80, '81, '82, '83, '84. 

RRPRKSBNTATIVKS TO THE GENERAL COURT 

FROM 1032 TO 1822. 

Jietiding in the South Parith. 

Jofliah Edson, 1002, '98, '99, 1714, '86, '30, '39, '43, 46, '46, '60, 

'61, '52, '53, '64, '00, '07, '08, '71, '73. 
David Perkins, 1092, '94, '90, 1704, '06, '00. 
Samuel Edson, 1097, 1713. 

Edward Pobcs, 1702, '03, '08, '00, '11, '12, '16, '22. 
William Rrett, 1707. 
Richard Davenport, 1719, '20, '24. 
Joseph Keith, 1720. 
John Alden, 1729. 
Nehemilih Washburn, 1730, '42. 
Edward Mitchell, 1709, '70, '74, '76, '70, '77. 
Eliphalet Carey, 1770. 
Thomas Hooper, 1770. 
Nathan Mitchell, 1778, '80, '81, '83, '84, '86. 
Simeon Dunbar, 1791. 
Roxa Hayward, 1792, '96. 
Daniel Mitchell, 1700, '07, '10, '11. 
Daniel Crane, 1812, '13. 
Caleb Cary, 1812. 
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Noah FaariDS, 1816. 

Artomu Hale, 1825, '27, '28, '37, '41. 

Arerj Fobee, 1828. 

Nathan LaMll, Jr., 1829, '31. 

Solomon Aldon, Jr., 1829. 

HolmM Spragua, 1831, '32, '83, '84. 

Samuel Leonard, Jr., 1882, '83, '84, '44. 

Philo Leaeh, 1835, '36. 

Dion Bryant, 1835, '36. 

Nahum Stetfon, 1837, '38, '39. 

John A. Shaw, 1838, '39, '40, '51. 

Kbonoser Gaj, 1842. 

SteUon Raymond, 1843. 

Samuel Leonard, 1844. * 

Spenoer Leonard, Jr., 1846. 

Thomas Ouihman, 1848, '49. 

Aaahel Hathaway, 1850. 

Vin R. Swift, 1852, '77. 

BIbridge Keith, 1855, '57. 

Joihua B. Crane, 1856. 

MitchoH Hooper, 1860. 

Simeon Perkini, 1861, '67. 

Joteph B. Carver, 1862, '63. 

Lucius W. LoTell, 1865. 

Lloyd Parsons, 1869, '70. 

Southworth Harlow, 1871. 

Lewis Holmes, 1872. 

Philo Keith, 1874. 

Ambrose Keith, 1875. 

Lewis Q. liowe, 1876. 

Oeorge P. Harden, 1878. 

Arthur Hooper, 1880. 

Charles M. Reed, 1882. 

SBLBCTMBN FROM 1822 TO 1884. 

Silranus Pratt, 1822, '23, '24, '25. 

Alfred Whitman, 1822, '23. 

Jonathan C. Keith, 1822, '23, '24, '25. 

Caleb F. Leonard, 1824, '25, '26, '27, '28, '29. 

Solomon Alden, Jr., 1826, '27, '28, '29, '30, '31. 

Solomon Hay ward, Jr., 1826, '27, '28, '29. 

Spencer Leonard, 1830, '31, '32, '33, '34. 

Abram Washburn, 1830. 

Isaac Fobes, 1831, '32, '33, '84. 

Seth Washburn, 1832. 

Zephaniah Fobes, 1833, '34, '35, '36, '87, '38, '39, '40, '41, '42, 

'43, '44, '45, '46. 
Philo Leach, 1835, '36, '37, '38, '39, '40, '41, '42, '43, '44, '45, 

'46, '47, '48, '49, '50, '51, '52. 
Virgil Ames, 1835. 
William Dunbar, 1836, '87, '38, '39, '40, '41, '42, '48, '44, '45, 

'46, '47, '48, '49, '50, '51, '52, '58. 
Aretas Fobos, 1847, '48. 
Bbeneser Pratt, 1849, '50. 
Van R. Swift, 1851 to 1884 indusire. 
Cyrus Benson, Jr., 1853, '54. 
Philander Leach, 1854. 
Spencer Leonard, Jr., 1855 to 1884 inclusive. 
BIbridge Kuilh, 1855 to 1865 inolutfivo. 

Isaac 8. Wilbar, 1866, '67, '68, 70, '71, '72, '73, '74, '75, '76, 77. 
Sumner Keith (2d), 1809. 
Avery P. Hooper, 1878, 79, '80, '81. 
Robert C. Breck, 1882, '83, '84. 

TOWN TRBASURERS FROM 1822-84. 

Artemus Hale, 1822, '23, '25, '26, '27, '28. 
Nathaniel Washburn, 1824. 



Holmes Sprague, 1829 to 1834 inclusive. 

Mitchell Keith, 1835 to 1846 inclusive. 

Lewis Holmes, 1847, '48, '49, '59, to '66 inclusive. 

Calvin B. Pratt, 1850, '51, '62. 

Daniel Mitchell, 1863, '54. 

Joshua B. Crane, 1855, '56, '67, '58. 

Van R. Swift, 1867 to 1880 Inclusive. 

Bdward A. Hewett, 1881 to 1884 inclusive. 

MODERATORS OF ANNUAL MARCH MBBTING 
FROM 1822 TO 1884. 
Nathan Mitchell, 1822. 
Bartholomew Brown, 1823. 
Seth Washburn, 1824, '81. 
Daniel Crane, 1825. 
Holmes Sprague, 1826. 
Salmon Fobes, 1827. 
Avery Fobes, 1828. 
Calvin Washburn, 1820. 
John A. Shaw, 1830. 
Nathan Imxell, Jr., 1832, '33. 
Artomus Hale, 1834, '37, '42, '45, '46. 
Philo Leach, 1835. 
Isaac Fobes, 1836. 
Dion Bryant, 1838, '30, '43, '52. 
Samuel Leonard, 1840, '44, '49. 
Nahum Stetson, 1841. 
Philip E. Hill, 1847. 
Calvin B. PraU, 1848. 
Spencer Leonard, Jr., 1850, '54, '55, '56, '57, '58, '01, '62, '63, 

'64, '66, '67, '68, '69, '71, '72, '73, 74, '79. 
Baalis Sanfurd, 1861. 
Calebs. Hunt, 1863. 
Van R. Swift, 1859, '66,' 70, '75, '76, '77, 78, '80, '81, '82, '88, 

'84. 
Joshua B. Crane, 1800. 

Public Library. — The oitiseiiB of the town take 
much interest in the Public Library, which has been 
collected and installed in a convenieDt structure bj 
their own efforts, instead of, as is generally the case, by 
bequests or large donations. A meeting was held May 
31, 1878, in answer to a call of the Decoration-Day 
Committee, which stated that it was proposed to see 
what could be done " to express with reverence our 
gratitude that we are still a nation ; to declare our 
conviction that the names of those whose lives were 
sacrificed should be held in respect forever ; to teach 
coming generations that patriotism b honored in 
America." This meeting adopted a resolution in favor 
of the erection of a memorial building, and for more 
than a year plans for enlisting the earnest co-opera- 
tion of the citizens were maturing. Meanwhile some 
public-spirited persons were busily engaged in estab- 
lishing ;i library, by raising a intpulur sultscriptioii, 
securing the volumes held by several organisations, 
and obtaining the adoption by the town of by-laws 
governing the creation and operations of a board of 
trustees. The library, consisting of less than three 
thousiind volumes, was opened in hired quarters in 
July, 1879, and was moved into the Memorial Build- 
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ii)); on ilti cnniplution, in 1882. It now linn fivo thoii- 
Riind tffo Itundrad votnnics. Tliis buildiii);, crccl^sd 
according to pUns made by Messrs. Roloh k Tilden, 
architects, Bostao, was begun in June, 1881, and was 
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dodicated May 30, 1883. It is m substantial brick 
structure of one bigli story, with freestone trimmings, 
having a central entrance, with open vestibule, in the 
walls of wtiioh sre placed tnblets of Tennessee marble, 
bearing the names of thirtj-siz deceased Botdiers. The 
interior contains three spacious rooms, of which tlie 
largeBt is the book-room. The two rooms in front are 
on either nde of the entrance, are used as a reading- 
room and musoum respectively ; tlio Inttcr room con- 
taining many objects of grcnt historic value. The 
toln\ cost of building and land was $14,481.10, of 
vhioh the town appropriated S!)Uri7.1[>, and llio ro- 
tnainder was obtaiaed from private donations, fairs, 
and other sources. 

The board of trustees are Rev. Theodore F. Wright, 
prendent; Edwin H. Keith, vice-president; Miss Car- 
olina Sampson, secretary ; Avery F. Hooper, trens- 
urer; iind Ucorgii M. llooi>er, Ocor;;o II. Martin, 
Qustnvu I'ntU, Van R. Swift, and Mary It. Keith. 
Librarian, Looia L. Christian, who is sseisted by 
Charles H. Sampson. 

The town is under special obligations to Rev. T. 
V. Wright for services rendered in behalf of the 
library, which is so much valued by tlie intelligent 
oitisciis. 

Sohooli and Sohool Teaohen. — Mr. Nathaniel 
Willis, brother of Deacon John Willis, was, with his 
brother, an original proprietor of Bridgewater, and 
with the title of Mr. on the record must have been a 
distinguished citixcn. He is said to have been the 
first suhoiil master in town. Uis estato was settled iu 
lfi86. 

16li3. " The colony courts proposed to the sevonil 
townships in its jurisdiction, as a thing that ought to 



bo taken into serioos consideration, that some course 
be taken in every town that there bo a schoolmaster 
set up to train children in reading and writing." 

1670. A law was enacted " fVeely granting all such 
profits as may or shall accrue annually to the colony 
from fishing from nets or seines at Cape Cod, for 
mackerel, ban, or licrring, to be improved for and 
townnls a free school in some town in tliis jurisdic- 
tion, for the training of youth in litorature, for 
the good and benefit of postority." Tiie school was 
established at Plymouth, and was supported by the 
Cape Cod fisheries for six years. 

1694. Nathaniel Brett was chosen sehoolmaster. " 

1696. Tlie town gave liberty for the school (o be 
kept ill the meeting-house, provided that if any 
damage comes to the meeting-house by any of the 
scholars, the parents or the masters of said schoUrs 
are to make it good. 

1698. The town agreed upon providing four ' 
school-dames for the several quarters of the town, to 
instruct small children in reading. 

1700. Thomas Martin, schoolmaster, " came out of 
England," introduced by Goodman Snell. 

Joseph Snell, schoolmaster, 173&, graduated at 
Harvard ; a lifelong teacher. 

1717. " The town passed a dear vote to nuse forty 
pounds the ensuing year, upon the whole town, for a 
school master's salary, and, what is re(|ulred more, to 
procure a preaching sclioolinastor." 

1721, March 1. The seleotoien agreed with Mr. 
Nicholas Ucnabry, to bo tlie town schoolmaster, for 
twenty pounds a year and his board. 

1746. " Chose a committee, of which Oapt. Jonah 
Edson was one, to consult what method may be most 
beneficial to the town in improving of the school for 
the future." 

March 28, 1744. It was voted to adviso the select- 
men to sell the land that Jodah Edson gave to the 
town, for the use of the grammar school. 

1756. Dr. Abiel Howard was oboseD grammar 
schoolmaster, to teach all grammar scholars at the 
expense of the town that shall be sent to him. Ap- 
propriated £66 13f. 4d. for schools. 

1776. Wages of grammar so lioolm asters, according 
to custom, twenty-four ponods. 

John Porter (3d) was a graduate of Yale (1770), 
SOD of Rev. John Porter, of North Prectnct; was a 
schoolmaster and a major in Revolutionary war ; died 
in West Indies. 

Sarah Brett, a school-dame, 1763. 

Besa Hayward, preacher, teacher, representative, 
senator, ri^pster of probate, graduatod at Harvard, 
1772. 
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1772. Joseph Snell was a sohoolmaster of the 
grammar school ten weeks, boardiog himself; was 
paid £7 5«. 7d. He graduated at Harvard, 1735 ; 
died 1791, aged eighty-seven years; engaged in no 
other profession ; lived in the North Parish. 

1773. William Snell, grammar school master thir- 
teen weeks in the South Parish, was paid £G 7f. StL 

1773. William Snell was schoolmaster in East 
Parish twelve weeks, and was paid £5 15«. 4d, 

1771. Dr. Jonathan Crane, a graduate of Harvard 
College, was schoolmaster, and also during several 
succeeding years kept school in the South and West 
Parishes. His large farm was what now comprises 
the estate of the late Seth Washhum and Virgil Co- 
oant. 

" To the Selectmen : 

"Ati Bridgewateri ye 15th day of November, 17C3, the sub- 
■cribera pray that you onler that Mr. Joseph Snell may be im- 
prored at a Grammar School master for the North PreolDot, 
their part of laid school this year." 

Signed by John Porter, the minister, and twenty 
others. 

1767. Benjamin Edson and twelve others pray the 
selectmen that William Snell and Jedediah South- 
worth, who wore noniinatud to do (ho scrvitHt of 
schoolmaster, neither of whom are likely to be satis- 
factory to them, be dropped, and that Joseph Snell 
be allowed to keep the grammar school. 

Oeorge Chipman was an old teacher for a genera- 
tion, and was the author of a school-book, and con- 
tinued in service until about 1840. 

Capt. Benjamin Snell was a schoolmaster for many 
years, and was noted for his corporeal powers, which 
gave him a prestige where military discipline was re- 
quired. 

Thomas Cushman, who was a soldier of 1814, was 
a school-teacher for a quarter of a century. He still 
lives to note the changes in all the methods of educa- 
tion now in vogue, and is still much interested in his- 
tory and antiquarian researches. 

Leander A. Darling has been a teacher for twenty- 
eight years. He is a graduate of the normal school, 
and has been a successful teacher, having spent sev- 
eral years in the South, and is now a teacher in 
Bridgewater. 

Philander D. Leonard, an early graduate of the 
normal school, has been a teacher for thirty years, 
and for many years a member of the school com- 
mittee. 

The present board of school committee consists of 
Dr. Samuel H. Worcester, Philander D. Leonard, 
Rev. Charles W. Wood. 

EduoationaL — Of the villages of New England 



which are renowned for their sylvan charms, Bridge- 
water may well be regarded as one of the most at- 
tractive. The majestic elm, the graceful maple, and 
all the variety of trees that adorn the public square 
and the various streets, are creditable to the taste and 
foresight of the past generation, which for this blew- 
ing conferred should be held in grateful memory. 
The town early dbplayed a commendable public spirit 
in beautifying the village, and Maj. Isaac Jjasell and 
his heirs gave the land, not only for the public square, 
but for the site of the academy so long as it is occu- 
pied by that institution. In educational enterprises 
the town took a prominent place, and secured bj its 
liberal gifts the establishment of the County Academy 
in its centre, in 1799. This high estimate of the 
importance of intellectual culture was largely attribu- 
table to the influence of the early ministry of the 
town, and, prior to 1800 the South Parish had fur- 
nished twenty-three graduates for Harvard Collie. 
The original academy was located upon the present 
site of the hotel, and was burnt in 1821, rebuilt near 
the present site the following year. It continued to 
hold an important place under the preceptorsliip of 
Mr. John A. Shaw and others, and sent out its quola 
to the Hovornl colh^iis during the HUtHNHnliug g«^n«trn- 
tioii. In 1808 the academy was rebuilt ut u coHt of 
twelve thousand four hundred and fifteen dollars by 
private subscription, five of the leading citiiens sub- 
scribing one thousand dollars each, and twenty others 
gave from one hundred to five hundred dollars for 
this purpose. Notwithstanding this uianifestution of 
interest in the time-honored institution, the town in 
its municipal capacity declined any aid or encourage- 
ment. The trustees of the academy, in view of the 
law compelling towns of this size to maintain a high 
school, procured an act of the Legislature relieving it 
from such obligation on account of facilities afforded 
by the academy. A plan was submitted to the town 
by which the scholars of proper advancement could 
be instructed in a high school course under the direc- 
tion of the school committee, at a saving of at least 
one thousand dollars per annum to the town, while 
the scholars would have had not only an ordinary high 
school course, but would have been fitted for college 
if they desired. This proposition was favored by 
many leading citizens, but the proffered privilege was 
declined. Had the proposition been accepted it would 
have been not only a saving of a large sum of money 
to the town, but would have enabled us to look with 
pride upon an act to foster an institution that had 
conferred such lasting benefits, and whose name was 
historic. The town established a high school in ac- 
cordance with the statute, and that course so affeot-ed 
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the patronage of the academy that the trustees deemed 
it prudent to suspend that school. The ncadcmy 
huildiug has for the past seven years been rented to 
the town for the high school, which has been well 
sustained. The fund of the academy is small, amount- 
ing to but Gve or six thousand dollars, but ultimately 
it is hoped will become sufficient to enable the school 
to resume its place among the classical institutions of 
the commonwealth. 

College Graduates. — The following are the names 
of those who have had a collegiate education in the 
South Parish, or what is now Bridgewater: 



Gradnntwl. 

Joeiah Rdnon* 1730 

Jienjamin Willi8> 1740 

Syivtiiiiiip<l<>naiil' J740 

Timothy A Itlniii 1702 

Porox FobcR, Lli.D.i I7«2 

John Shaw» 1772 

Besa Jiaywardi 1772 

Jonas WhilroanS 1772 

Martin Kinsley^ 1778 

Zophaniah Winis^ 1778 

Thomns Porkinsi 1779 

Jamcn Alien* 1785 

Selh Pralt' 1785 

Nathan Hay wani* 1785 

Kilboni Whitman^ 1785 

Jonathan iKronard* 1780 

Benjamin Whitmnn* 1788 

IIoMkiah Hooperi 1789 

Dafid Leonard' 1792 

Zenas L. Loonard* 1794 

lUobard Sanger* 1800 

Gaius Gonnnt* 1800 

Nathan Fobea* 1803 

Rphraim Keith* 1762 

Adam Kdrtoii" 1775 

Jnol K4l«on»* 1781 

Unkos Rhaw* 1758 

BcxalicI Shaw* 1702 

William Shaw* 1702 

8oth Fobo*» 1804 

Noah Whitman' 1800 



Zedokiah Sanger* 1807 

Ralph Sanger^ 1807 



CimduMtml. 

John A. Rhaw* 1811 

Beth Aldon*.... 1814 

liovi W. liooniird* 1815 

Zolminn h. Shaw* 1815 

Theodore l^lson* 1822 

Zcpbaniah A. Bates* 1824 

Benjamin Willis' 1825 

Horatio Alger* 1825 

Daniel Leaoh' 1830 

Nenemiah LorelP 1833 

Lorenzo 0. l^ivelP 1833 

David Perkins' 1834 

Giles licaolr* 1822 

Kphraim Fobos'* 1830 

Daniel Crane' 1790 

Oliver Hayward* 1804 

Jonathan Keith' 1805 

Calvin B. Pratt' 1832 

James E. Leach' 1848 

James Edward Leach'... 1874 

Andrew Bates* 1862 

Nathan E.Willis' 1802 

llosea Kingman * 1800 

Edward K. Ilobart* 1875 

Kdward W. Hopkins *... 1879 

Lewis Ro);er Wunlworth« 1882 

Joshua K. Crane, Jr.' 1872 

(1e«»rgo Washburn' 1872 

.lohn II. Washburn 6 1880 

David Benson* 1876 

William II. Conant* 1879 



Date of Appointment. 



Ctoee of Ofloe. 



Cyrus Aldcn' 1807 Arthur C. Boyden* 1870 



AVallace C. Boyden ' 1883 

Charles H. Reed T 1808 



Samuel Breok, Esq., a native of Boston, was edu- 
cated and fitted for college at the Bridgewater Acad- 
emy, graduated at Harvard College, and studied law 
with Zechariah Eddy, of Middlcboro'. He practiced 
law at Braiutree and at Taunton, and settled in 
Bridgewater in 1850, when he retired from the pro- 
fession. He was a man of superior intellectual powers, 
and an able writer and speaker. He was among the 
early pioneers in the organization of the Liberty party, 
and wns active in the Republican party for a gcnorn- 
tton. He declined political office, lie died Sep- 
tember, 1876, aged sixty- nine years. 

Following arc given the names of the preceptors of 
Bridgewater Academy, founded 1799: 



I Harvard Univernity. 
^ Amhonit College. 

* (Columbia Collofi^. 

* Mamaohusettfl Agrloultnral College. 
' Norwich University. * y^ie. 



' Brown Univemity. 
* Dartmouth. 



1800. Ror. Zedekiah Sanger, Harvard 1802 

1802. Zeobariah Kddy, Brown 1808 

180.3. Johnltoed 1804 

1804. Wiliiam Simmoni 1806 

1805. Uiobard Sanger 1810 

1810. David Heed 1812 

1812. Zedekiah Sanger 1816 

1815. Levi Leonard ^. 1817 

1817. Kdward A. Lummus 1818 

1818. .lonatban W. Waldo 1819 

1819. William Farmer 1820 

1820. Samuel Barrett, Harvard 1821 

1821. Benjamin F. Karnswortb 1833 

John A. Shaw, Harvard 1824 

Wendell B.Davis ^ 1825 

John A. Shaw 1881 

Lewis Washburn 1882 



182.1. 
1824. 
1825. 
1831. 



1832. John A. Shaw „ 1S41 



1842 



1841. John A. Shaw ) 

1841. Rev. E. Gay and F. O. Pratt J 

1842. Francis Q. Pratt 1848 

18f.r F. <j. Pratt and liben. Kimball 1844 

I8<ll. Rev. ThoopbiluH P. Doggeit 1846 

184G. Baalis Sanford, Brown 1850 

1861. Rphraim M. Ball 1851 

1851. Matthew W. Spear 1852 

1852. Nathaniel W. Metoalf 1864 

1854. Willard Merrill and Mr. Small 1865 

1855. Frederick Crafts, Brown 1861 

1861. Bd ward H. Cutler, Brown 1864 

1864. Horace M. Willard, Brown 1870 

1870. Charles C. Woodman, Dartmouth 1872 

1S72. Cyrus Jordan 1873 

1873. Joshua C. Crane, Jr., Brown 1875 

The annual money appropriations for schools have 
been as follows : 



Year. Amoant. 
822 $1,350 



323. 
824. 
825. 
826. 
827. 



750 

750 

750 

750 

1000 

828 to 1839 1000 



840. 
811. 
842. 
843. 
844. 
845. 
846. 
847. 
848. 
849. 
850. 
851. 
852. 
853. 
854. 
855. 
856. 



11.32 
11.32 
1400 
1600 
1600 
1600 
1600 
1600 
2000 
2000 
2000 
2000 
2000 
2000 
2500 
2500 
3000 



Tear. 



Amonnt 



1857 to 1862 $3000 



1863.. 
1864.. 
1865.. 
1866.. 
1867.. 
1868.. 
1869.. 
1870.. 
1871.. 
1872.. 
1873.. 
1874.. 
1876.. 
1876.. 
1877.. 
1878., 
1879.. 
1880.. 
1881.. 
1882.. 
1883.. 
1884.. 



2600 
3500 
3600 
4200 
6500 
7000 
8100 
8400 
8600 
8400 
8800 
9000 
9300 
9300 
9100 
9100 
7800 
8600 
8760 
8960 
9150 
9150 



The State Normal SohooL— The State Normal 
School, which is widely known as an institution for 
the training and preparation of teachers, was estab- 
lished in Bridgewater, Sept. 9, 1840. The (own was 
liberal in its aid of the enterprise, and granted the use 
of the town house for six years, and also granted 
further aid for a library and apparatus, while the lead- 
ing citixens, appreciating the value of such an institu- 
tion, contributed individually in its behalf. The 
school opene<l with twenty-eight pupils, twenty-one of 
whom were ladies. The first principal was Nicholas 
Tillinghast, a graduate of West Point Military Acad- 
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emy, a gentleman of remarkable ability for the special 
work in which he engaged. In six years the school 
outgrew its eircumscribed and inconvenient quarters, 
demonstrating the wisdom of its founders. In 1840 
the State provided a new and commodious building 
of two stories, sixty-four feet by forty-two. The new 
building was dedicated with appropriate exercises 
Aug. 19, 184G ; Hon. William G. Bates, of WestCeld, 
and his Excellency, Governor George N. Briggs, de- 
livered addresses. Hon. Horace Mann, secrcUiry of 
the Board of Education, was present on tho occasion, 
and on the same day gave an address before tho 
Normal Association at their convention at the town 
hall. The new building proved none too large, as tho 
following term it was filled to overflowing. 

The school continued under Mr. Tillinghast with 
success for thirteen years, when ill health compelled 
his resignation. His connection with the school was 
marked with self- forgetful devotion to the work, and 
his death, which occurred April 10, 1856, was deeply 
lamented by the wide circle of former pupils and by 
the citizens of the town, who ever have held him in 
grateful memory. He was bom in Taunton, Mass., 
Sept. 22, 1804, and was the son of Nicholas Tilling- 
hast, Esq., a distinguished meml>er of the Bristol 
bar. 

The second principal of the school was Marshall 
Conant, who commenced his duties August, 1853, 
continuing his service seven years, until July, 1860, 
when his declining health compelled his resignation. 
His connection with the school was such as won the 
love and respect of his pupils, and drew from tho board 
of vbitors, in their report, the special acknowledg- 
ment of his skill as an instructor, his industry and 
fidelity, that secured and maintained the high regard 
of his pupils, as well as the entire satisfaction of the 
Board of Education. Mr. Conant was the courteous 
gentleman, the steadfast friend, the generous-hearted 
citizen, whose very presence was a perpetual benedic- 
tion. His death called forth most tender and appro- 
priate expressions of sorrow from the association of 
the school, as well as from the citizens of the town, 
where he was so much loved and respected. 

Mr. George H. Martin, who for many years has 
been first assistant teacher of the Normal School and 
a resident of the town, is an agent of the Board of 
Education. He has a high standing as a teacher, 
and prominence as a citizen. 

The third principal of the school is Albert G. 
Boyden, A.M., who was appointed August, 1860. 
The number in attendance in the full of that year was 
sixty-seven. The following year the school building 
was enlarged by the addition of two wings, at a cost 



of four thousand five hundred dollars. Under Mr. 
Boyden's charge the institution steadily grew io imvor 
with the community, and the number of pupib 80 
increasc<l that at the end of ten years tho Board iif 
Education deemed it advisable to add a third story, at 
a cost of fifleen thousand dollars. The boarding-hall 
was erected in 1869, of size to accommodate fifty-two 
students, and was enlarged in 1873 to accommodate 
one hundred and forty students. The school building 
was again enlarged, in 1881, by adding a new chemical 
and physical laboratory, at a cost of eight thousand 
dollars, and in the fall of 1883 the students numbered 
one hundred and eighty. Thus it will be noticed that 
the school grew and enlarged not only in numbers, but 
enlarged its course of Btudy. Originally the course 
was but one year, and then increased to two years, 
and several years since an advanced course of four 
years was established for such as desired it. The 
number of pupils that have graduated since the school 
was established is 1793, — gentlemen, 604; ladies, 
1 189. The number of graduates from the four years' 
course is 62, — gentlemen, 41 ; ladies, 21. 

The boarding-hall is under the charge of the prin- 
cipal, who resides in the house and boards with the 
students. 

Albert G. Boyden, tho present principal of the State 
Normal School, Bridgewater, was bom at South Wal- 
pole on the 5th of February, 1827, and is the oldest 
of a family of three sons and three daughters. His 
father was Phineas Boyden, the youngest of the seven 
children of Phineas and Lydia Boyden, and was hy 
trade a blacksmith. His mother was the second of 
the eleven, children of Joseph and Asenath Carroll. 
Both families were reared in South Walpole. Both 
grandfathers were farmers, and long-lived, vigorous 
men. South Walpole was a thriving village near the 
head-waters of the Neponset River, on the turnpike 
from Boston to Providence, and midway between these 
two cities. The hotels upon the green and the tliroe 
factories on the river made good business for the vil- 
lagers, and a good market for the neighboring farmers. 
Mr. Boyden spent most of his minority in his native 
village. From hb early boyhood he was required to 
rise early and to be actively employed till bedtime. 
He was a leader in the sports of his fellows, and knew 
the products of all tho fields, woods, and streams in 
the neighborhood of the village. He was trained to 
work upon the farm and shop, learning the trade of 
his father. He attended the district school summer 
and wint^ir until ten years of age, and in winter till 
eighteen, and when nineteen attended the Adelphian 
Academy at North Bridgewater one term. 

He became connected with the church in his native 
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viliap;c at tlio nge of thirtoon, and nt tbo np;e of four- 
teen lie cleeidcd to bo a tcaulior, and sfHsnt his even- 
ings in study. Ho taught district schools in the town 
of Foxborough the three winters before he was twenty- 
one, receiving wages sufficient to hire a man to take 
liis place in the shop. On reaching his majority he 
had for his capital good health, the good habits which 
the excellent training of Christian parents hnd formed 
in him, the education of the district school, and his 
trade. After earning a part of the requisite funds, 
he entered the Normal School at Bridgewater, in Au- 
gust, 1 848, paying the remainder of his expenses in 
taking care of the school-house and fires. Gradu- 
ating from the school July 3, 1849, he spent the next 
term in the school upon advantMMl studies. Taught 
school in Hingham six months, and was then assist- 
ant teacher in the Nornnil School with Mr. Tillinghast 
from August, 1850, to July, 1853, and with Mr. Co- 
nant the following term ; principal of the Bowditch 
English High School for Boys in Salem from Novem- 
ber, 1853, to March, 185G; associate principal in the 
Classical and English High School, Salem, from March 
to September, 185G ; sub-master in the Chapman 
Grammar School, Boston, from September, 1856, to 
September, 1857 ; first assistant in the Bridgewater 
State Normal School, from September, 1857, to Au- 
gust, I860, when he was appointed principal of the 
school, and received the honorary degree of A.M. 
from Amherst College. 

The prosperity of the Normal School under Mr. 
Boydcn*8 administration has been most flattering, and 
his long term of continuous service is emphatic testi- 
mony to his marked qualifications for the difficult and 
responsible duties. He still is blessed with the same 
vigor that he possessed twenty years ago, and as 
teacher, and as the prominent and much valued citi- 
zen, is held in the highest esteem. From the small 
institution, that was deemed by some a questionable 
experiment, Mr. Boyden has seen this school take 
rank among the first in this State for the special 
training of teachers. 

Instructors. — Albert G. Boyden, A.M., principal ; 
Frani H. Kirmayer, Latin and French ; Arthur C. 
Boyden, A.M., mathematics, chemistry, etc. ; Frank 
E. Murdock, physics and natural sciences; William 
D. Jackson, mathematics and English literature; Plliza 
B. Woo<lward, drawing; Mary H. Ijconard, language, 
geography, and astronomy ; Isabella S. Home, vocal 
culture; Clara C. Prince, music; Clara T. Wing, 
sch(H>l of observation. 

The following is a list of those connected with the 
Bridgewater State Normal School who served in the 
war of the Rebellion : 
62 



Offieert. 

Rov. JiiiiioB II. Bohnoidor, Satnuol W. Glapp.^ 

teaohor. William H. Ward. 

Jonatlian Cass, M.D. William A. Webster, M.D. 

Nahum Leonard. Walter Gale. 

Ooorge D. Williams. Jairus Lincoln, Jr. 

Ilirnm A. Oakinan. Ijoan dor Waterman. 

Lewis 0. Lowe. J. F. Tourtelotte, M.D. 

John W. Atwood. Q. Melville Smith. 

Albert J. Manchester. B. F. Spaulding, M.D. 

William J. Potter. Jlenry R. Ljrle. 

.loK0|»li R. RoimL Wallace A. Putnam. 

Lewis Whiting, M.D. Frederic C. Smith. 

Edwin May, M.D. Edmund Cottle. 

Jabes M. Lyie. Thomas Qumey. 

Franklin Jacobs. Isaao F. Kingsbury. 

Albert Wood, M.D. George L. Smalley, M.D. 

KIbrirlge P. Roydon. Edmund W. Nutter. 

0. Hiiirour Darling. William R. Crosby. 

Bonj. T. Crooker, M.D. Benjamin W. Parsons. 

Samuul P. Gates. Albert E. Smith. 

Howard Morton. Wilmon W. Blackmer. 

Nathaniel B. llodsdon. Thomas Conant, Jr. 

Lewis U. SweeL Silas N. Grosvenor. 

A. Judson Gray, M.D. Warren T. Hillman. 

A. Suiiiuor Dean, M.D. Joseph L. Locke. 

Virgil D. Stockbridge. Brainard P. Trask. 

William B. G rover. .Joseph W. Haywood, M.D. 

Joseph Underwood, M.D. Henry Manley. 

Benjamin F. Sturbridge. Blisha M. White, M.D. 

George L. Andrews. Peter C. Sears. 

Sidney C. Bancroft. Edward Southworth. 

Carlton A. Staples. Jaoob P. Almy. 

Edwin H. Keith. Thomas 8. Howland. 

Henry Mitchell. Beriah T. Hillman. 

Ira Moore. Samuel J. Bullock. 

Private*, 

Gustavns D. Bates. George A. Wheeler. 

George W. Dean. Willard B. Clark. 

H. Carlton Cheever. George T. Keith. 

J. S. P. Wheeler. Samuel P. Allen. 

Edwin L. Hill. Noahdiah P. Johnson. 

Bernard Paine. Oliver Howard. 

Josiah R. Fletcher. D. Swanson Lewis. 

John Humphrey. William A. Marshall. 

Luther Rugg. Lunas A. Mendell. 

Simson S. Sanborn. Webster H. Pieree. 

Augustus Remick. Henry L. Reed. 

Fred. 0. Ellis. Hiram N. Walker. 

George B. Hanna. Charles H. W. Gould. 

Elias V. Lyon. Charles Reoord. 

Francis T. Crafts. Charles F. Stuart 

John B. Bryant. Eben W. Fuller. 

Abraham G. R. Hale. Mareellus G. Howard. 

Henry C. Houghton. Albert E. Winship. 

Charles W. McMahon. Emory G. Wetherbeoe. 

William R. Osborne. John D. Billings. 

John W. Prentiss. Darius Hadley. 

Theodore Rodman. Albert F. Ring. 
Calvin Pratt. 

The large number of pupils of this school that re- 
sponded to the call of their country in the war of 
the Rebellion reflects honor upon the institution. The 
love of country has ever had a prominent place upon 
its banner. 
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Old Landmarks. — The ancient house that fronte 
on Central Square, opposite the town hall, and now 
known as the Dr. Washburn house, has an interest- 
ing history. It was built by Rev. Benjamin Allen, 
the first minister of the parish (in 1717), and was 
occupied by him as the parsonage for several years. 
Subsequently it was purcliased by Col. Josiah Edson, 
the Tory, who kept it as an inn. It was from this 
house that Col. Edson started upon a Sunday morn- 
ing, on horseback, to join the British never to re- 
turn. Subsequently the place was owned by Maj. 
Isaac Lasell and was kept as a tavern, and it was 
thus occupied from the days of the Revolution until 
1825. The garden connected with the house ex- 
tended with offsets to the old store now occupied by 
Hooper & Clark. This house was headquarters on 
public occasions, and had a traditional popularity for 
good dinners, that are still renienibcrcd by a few of 
our oldest citizens. 

Maj. Lazell died in 1810, but his widow continued 
to occupy it until about 1833, when Capt. Abram 
Washburn purchased it. Dr. Nahum Washburn 
purchased it in 1840 and occupied it until his death, 
and it is still owned by his widow. 

The old store of the Bridgewater Iron Company 
stands upon the site of the first store that wc have 
any knowledge of in town. Col. Edson kept a store 
in a small building upon this site, and about the close 
of the Revolution Isaac and Nathan Lazell carried 
on business here, and in connection with the iron- 
works had a lively trade in old Jamaica and New 
England rum. The first store was moved to the old 
Shaw place, where it still is connected with that 
house. The present store was built in 1798, but 
has been several times enlarged. 

Formerly the most antiquated and remarkable 
dwelling in the town was the Sloan house, originally 
built by Benjamin Hay ward before 1700 and occu- 
pied by his sou, Ilezekiah, and by his son, Ilozckiuh, 
Jr., and Calvin Hay ward, the father of Mrs. Sloan. 
The house was framed from the primeval oak, of a 
size that is usually used for ship timber. It was 
two stones front, and the floor dropped one step 
below the level of the ground. The large front 
rooms were for many years a museum of curious 
paintings that were made by Samuel Sloan. These 
rooms were filled with pictures, many of them por- 
traits of distinguished characters, most of them were 
painted from imagination. The landscape scenes 
with cattle, a death-bed scene, and a view of winged 
spirits soaring heavenward were among the most 
remarkable. Mr. Sloan died some years before his 
wife, and the widow exhibited the paintings to crowds 



of visitors for a foe during the last years of her life. 
Upon the death of Mrs. Sloan the paintings were 
sent to Ohio, where some relatives resided. The 
ancient house was demolbhed several years sinoe, 
and nothing now remains but the oellar to mark 
what was once one of the prominent and notable 
dwellings of the ancient town. 

The store on the corner of Central Square and 
Broad Street, owned by J. E. Crane, was built by 
Edward Mitchell (who owned the adjoining Ilaie es- 
tate) in 1804. Ho sold out to James Allen and 
Mitchell Keith in 1814. Morton Eddy was the pro- 
prietor in 1821, and was connected with the store 
with but little interruption until 1845, since whioh 
time it has been occupied by J. E. Crane. The seo- 
ond story was added in 1825. Seth Conant was the 
builder. It was moved back six feet in 1858, which 
much improved the narrow passage of the street at 
this comer. 

The hotel on Central Square, kept by L. D. Mon- 
roe, was built by Maj.. Johnson, of East Bridgewater, 
and was moved by Capt. Abram Washburn to the 
present site in 1827. Capt. Asa Pratt was the first 
landlord, and after a few years retired to the old 
Pratt Tavern, where lie resided until his death. Uriah 
Sanip.soii was for a number of years the popular land- 
lord. The stage lines that oentred here brought a 
goodly number of passengers, and the house had a 
lively business. Holmes & Eatojo were the succeeaors 
of Mr. Sampson for a few years, and Edward Mirchell 
was then at the head of the house for nciirly fif\coQ 
years, adding a third story to it in ]84(). Mr. 
Mitchell retired from the business in 1858. 

The successor of Mr. Mitchell was Mr. Proutj. 
Theodore Gould followed Mr. Prouty and made aome 
improvements, adding the piazza and veranda to the 
front. Josiah L. Bassett kept the house two years, 
and was Hucceede^l by N. 11. Dunphe about 18GG, 
who soon sold the house to Mrs. Hull, who kept it for 
six years, when Simeon Mitchell, the present owner, 
became the purchaser. Since that time Mr. Monroe 
has had charge of the house and has proved a very 
popular landlord. Since this house was erected every 
tree in sight of it up4>n (ho ^rcen has been plaiitetl, 
and the village has grown from a cluster of little 
more than a dozen houses to its present proportions. 

Town Hall. — The first town hall stood on the sito 
of the New Jerusalem Church, and after being occa- 
pied for a few years was sold, and the present town 
hall was built in 1843. David Bartlett was the 
builder. A portion of the roofing timbers fell when 
it wiu) being raised, and several workmen had narrow 
escape from serious injury. 
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Tlic Bezft Ilaywurd house was built by the father 
of Ucza riayward, Nathan II ay ward, 1715, and was 
occupied by Hon. Beza Hay ward, a distinguished 
citizen, who was teacher, preacher, representative, 
senator, councilor, and register of probate. Judge 
Mitchell, the historian, was Gtted for college in this 
house. It is situated in the northeast part of the 
town, and now owned by Sarah Turner. 

The Shaw house, built by Rev. John Shaw in 1740, 
has been the homo of live generations, and is still in 
good repair. It should be preserved as a memorial of 
its honored builder. 

The Capt. Abram Washburn house, which was 
built in 1770, by Capt. Washburn, of Revolutionary 
fame, and was the home of his son, Capt. Abram 
Washburn, is situated on Central Square, and is now 
owned by Mr. 0. B. Cole, the druggist. 

The Withington house was built by Col. Josiah 
Edson, the Tory, for his son,' Josiah Edson, Jr., about 
1765 ; now occupied by A. F. Hooper. 

There arc filly houses now sUuiding in town that 
have been built one hundred years, each of which 
would furnish material for an interesting sketch, did 
space permit. 

Journalism. — The first newspaper published in 
Bridgewater was issued from a building standing on 
the site now occupied by J. B. Rogers as a hardware- 
sU^re, by Chri8(4)phor A. Hark, and entitled Wr.^ th: 
/*rnp/t\ Uh publicalion was commenced about the 
year 1835, and continued here about two years. No 
other enterprise in this line was projected until March 
11, 1876, when Mr. Henry T. Pratt commenced the 
publication (in connection with a job-printing office 
established about that time) of a twelve-column 
weekly, called The Every SiUurday. This enter- 
prise was received so favorably by the citizens that in 
December of the same year an enlargement was made, 
and the name changed to Tlie Bridgewater Independ- 
nit. Under this head it was continued until June 
3. 1880, when Mr. Pratt retired from the field, de- 
voting his attention to the job department. After a 
short delay it again became a candidate for public 
patronage, under the editorship of Mr. Joseph Tookcr, 
who enlarged it U} thirty-two columns, and continued 
ill) publication until Dec. I, 1883, when Mr. James 
M. Coombs, of Middleboro*, became its proprietor by 
purchiise. A few months later a transfer was made 
to Mr. C. E. Linfield, who at present is conducting its 
publication. 

In 1882, by an act of the Ijcgtslature, the Superior 
Court was permitted to hold one or more terms by 
ndjouninienb annually in Itridgewater. The town 
made such preparatiou as was necessary for the ac- 



commodation of the court at the town hall, which 
gave special satisfaction. Several sessions have been 
held here, and in case a half shire-town should be 
deemed advisable, the central situation of Bridge- 
water renders it probable that it may become ulti- 
mately the half shire of the county. The past few 
years have made many changes, and a large number 
of men of prominence have been removed by death. 
While wo note these inevitable marks of time, it is 
pleasant to record the virtues of some who have left 
their impress as worthy of a place in the annals of 
the town. The town has never made that rapid 
growth that has distinguished the ** North Parish" 
(now Brockton), but what the old town lacks in en- 
terprise and push is made up in the character and 
stability of its people. There has been much of im- 
provement to note within the memory of the middle- 
aged, and we predict for the old town a steady onward 
progress in those qualities of loyal and patriotic oiti- 
zenship that have distinguished her career during the 
past two hundred years. 

Bridgewater has a traditional reputation for a love 
of music, and for many years sustained an organiza- 
tion which was highly creditable to the taste and skill 
of those connected with it. The '' Bridgewater Sing- 
ing Society" was organized about 1830, and held 
regular meetings for many years. It was led for 
many years by Mr. Martin Shaw, and among those 
active in its history were Capt. Edwin Keith, Caleb 
Christian, Philo Keith, Asa P. Keith, Seth Pratt, Jr., 
Lloyd Parsons, Solomon Keith, E. H. Keith, Fred. 
Crane, Soranus and Lewis Wentworth, Simeon D. 
Wood, Calvin B. Pratt, Dr. Samuel Alden, Morton 
Eddy, Williams Latham. The Boston Academy's 
Collection of Choruses, and like compositions, were 
suiig with a spirit and power now quite unknown in 
this vicinity, sustained by a full orchestra of stringed 
and reed instruments. The science of music was en- 
couraged in quite early times by some of the citizens, 
and in the latter part of the last century Lewis Edson, 
born in this town (1748), was the author of the tunea 
** Bridgewater" and *' Lenox," that have been long 
admired by lovers of sacred psalmody. Mr. Edson 
removed to New York State, where he died in 1825. 

Maximilian Hall was a teacher of music and an 
organist for forty years in town. He was a bachelor, 
a native of Raynham, and died Nov. 1, 1867, aged 
seventy-seven years. 

Bridgewater has for nearly three generations been 
distinguished as an educational centre, and is sur- 
passed by few towns in the commonwealth in its nat- 
ural attractions. For many yeara there has been 
special care bestowed in adorning the streets with 
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shade-trees. The square in the centre is handsomely 
inclosed with a stone and iron fence, and the exuber- 
ant foliage that graces its walks adds a charm to the 
neighborhood. The public buildings and private 
residences, though modest and unpretending, have an 
air of neatness and good taste. The hotel fronting 
upon the green b pleasantly situated, affording a 
comfortable home for transient visitors. The public 
library, town hall, academy, normal school, and five 
churches in the central village arc the chief public 
buildings. In its early settlement it had an estab- 
lished character for the promotion of religion and 
sound learning. Gk>od order and sobriety have ever 
prevailed, and the Pilgrim name has been held with 
reverence and veneration. The cherished institutions 
planted by the fathers have been sustained and per- 
petuated by their posterity, and their influence is re- 
flected in the character and intelligence of the people. 
Possessed of such an inheritance, may no cloud ob- 
scure the bright future, and may the kind Providence 
that was so the guide of our fathers preserve and 
transmit still richer legacies to our children's children. 
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NAHUM STBTSON. 

Nahum Stetson is a descendant in the seventh 
generation from Cornet Robert Stetson, of Scituate 
(1634), one of the most noted and valuable men in 
Plymouth Colony, and who held many offices of re- 
sponsibility and trust. The line is Cornet Robert \ 
Robert', Isaac', John*, Abisha', Abisha*, Nahum'. 

" The Stetson name stands deservedly high in the 
esteem of the public, and it is believed none, with the 
same advantages, can present a greater array of men 
of worth and influence. The family has been a noted 
one from the fact that its members have been very 
extensively engaged in the iron business (' 1720. The 
town of Scituate granted two acres of land on Indian 
Head River to Joseph Barstow and Benjamin Stet- 
son for accommodation of a fovgt and finery' — Ex- 
tract from Records)^ and yet rank among the fore- 
most of those in this business in Plymouth County, 
or even in Massachusetts. Few families, probably, 
have been more noted for mechanical ingenuity, and 
some of its prominent members hold important posi- 
tions as superintendents of forges and rolling-mills. 
Mr. Abisha Stetson (who died in East Bridgewater), 
his son, Nahum Stetson, the family of Mr. Dyer 
Robinson, of Taunton, which is connected with this, 



and Mr. Jonathan Stetson have been names well 
known to the business community, and for activity 
and enterprise have few superiors.** 

Abisha Stetson (sixth geucnition) was born in 171)4, 
and died in 1842. He b^;an life a poor boy, and 
learned the millwright*s trade, in company with Jacob 
Perkins. Afterwards they became connected in busi- 
ness, and, for many years, until his death, were part- 
ners in the house of Iiacell, Perkins & Co. Mr. 
Stetson, in company with his brother, Jonatlmii, and 
Mr. Perkins, started the Marshfleld Cotton-Factory, 
and afterwards he was manager of a similar factory in 
East Bridgewater. For many years he had charge 
of a blast-furnace and cotton-factory in Kingston. 
He was agent of the cotton-factory in Hanson, also 
of the Anchor Works. He was extensively known, 
possesKod great business energy and ciipaciticH, and 
held an honored place among his associates. His 
children were all by his first wife, Alice, daughter of 
Ezra Allen, whom he married in 1794. 

Nahum Stetson, second son of Abisha and Alice 
(Allen) Stetson, was born in East Bridgewater, Mass., 
Aug. 21, 1807. Receiving the etlucational advan- 
tages of the public schools, and two years* attendance 
at the academy at Bridgewater, he went to the town 
of Boston in 1821, and remained a short time as 
clerk in a mercantile house. At the age of eighteen 
years (Nov. 28, 1825), he entered the store of La- 
sell, Perkins & Co., of Bridgewater, where he de- 
veloped a capacity for business that rapidly hastened 
his promotion to a prominent place in the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the company. Having won 
the confidence and esteem of his employers in all tlio 
positions which he filled, he succeeded to the treas- 
urership of the company, which office was made vacant 
by the death of Nathan Laxell, Esq., in 1835. To 
the energy and good judgment of Mr. Stetson may 
be attributed much of the success that has been at- 
tained by this great enterprise during the past forty 
years. The reputation which the company acquired 
for honorable dealing carried it through the great 
panics of 1837 and 1857, and its credit has ever 
been unquestioned. The business organization of the 
" Bridgewater Iron- Works*' is the same as when Mr. 
Stetson first became connected with it, but not one of 
the original stockholders are living, and every build- 
ing has been rebuilt. In addition to the financial 
oversight of the Bridgewater Iron Company, Mr. 
Stetson was chosen treasurer of the Weymouth Iron 
Company in 1837, which position he now holds. In 
1846 he took the Parker Mills (Tremont Iron- 
Works), in Wareham ; was agent, treasurer, and clork 
up to the time they ceased operation, about 1874. 
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At tlioKc worlvH wns made, in 18(0, the flrst railroad 
iron manufactured in New England. The rails were 
U8cd on the Old Colony road ; they have been worn 
outf replaced by new ones, and Mr. Stetson is now 
buying them in to make over. In 1848, Mr. Stetson 
was one of the incorporators of the Dean Cotton-Ma- 
chine (yonipuny, of Taunton ; was made itn ]HVj«idcnt, 
and continued until the close of the organization, 
twenty-Gve years. He never missed a meeting of 
(Mther dired^irH or Ktoiskholdcrs during this time, and 
presides at each one, driving ten miles in order to be 
present, lie was director of Bristol County Bank, 
Taunton, from 1835 till 1852. He was then chosen 
president of the same, but the pressure of business 
forbade him carrying this additional labor and respon- 
sibility, and he resigned both olTices at the end of one 
year, during which time his strongly-marked signature 
was placed on twenty thousand bills. He was* also 
an incorporator, and director for many years, of the 
Taunton Locomotive-Works, and was eh)cted their 
president in 1883, to succeed Samuel L. Crocker. 
In IS51 he purchased the works »)f the Providence 
Iron Company, at Providence, II. 1., and was con- 
nected with it as president until 1874. For forty 
years he has been director of the Old Colony Iron- 
Works of Kast Taunton. He was one of the prime 
movers and incorporators of the Fall lliver llailroad, 
of whieh he wns a director until its eonsolidntion with 
I ho Old Cnhuiy Kailroad. 

Mr. Stetson Inis supported with all the energy of 
his nature the Whig and Uepublican parties ; was 
elected to represent Bridgewater in 1838-39, but his 
extensive private interests have precluded his further 
acceptance of political official positions. 

He married, Nov. 13, 1828, Sarah, daughter of 
llev. (i(»orge ami Sarah (Barstow) Barstow, of Han- 
son. They had three children att4iiniiig maturity, — 
George B., born October, 1830 (married Mary Sum- 
ner, of I'awtucket, and died in Havana, August, 1883, 
of yellow fever; they had three children, — George 
W., John M., and Nahum'. George W. married 
(Mara, daughter of Senator Webster Wagner, of Wag- 
ner car fame, and has two children, Ethel and Web- 
ster, thus making Mr. Stetson a great-grandfather); 
John M., now clerk for Mr. Stetsim at Bridgewater 
(married lluth, daughter of Br. James C. Swan, of 
West Uridgcwator, and has two children, — Mary li. 
and Harriet S.) ; Nalium^ is head salesman for Stein- 
way & Co., in New York (married Cora May, of 
New York, and has one child, — Leonard S.). Na- 
hum, Jr., is in charge of the New York business of 
the Bridgewater Iron Company, and, during their 
existence, of the Parker Mills (married Alice Ames, 



of West Bridgewater, and has Thomas Ames, Nata- 
lie, and Paul). William B. resides in Boston ; is dark 
in the Boston office of the Bridgewater Iron Company 
(married Etta Caverly, and has two children, — Helen 
and William Herbert). Mrs. Sarah B. Stetson died 
Aug. 17, 1842. Mr. Stetson married, July 4, 1843, 
Lucy A. F. Barstow. The children of this marriage 
are Lucy A. (married Zena H. Kelly, of Raynham ; 
they have four children, — Helen, Lucy, Sarah, and 
Julia) and Helen F. 

While Mr. Stetson has been so engrossed in great 
business enterprises, he has been active in agricul- 
tural pursuits, and on his large and productive farm 
have been raised some of the best blooded cattle, he 
having early introduced some splendid stock from 
Daniel Webster's farm at Marshfield. For many 
years his horticultural exhibits at the county fair 
were unsurpassed, and his extensive greenhouses 
have largely contributed to the delight of his numer* 
ous visitors, among whom he has had the pleasure of 
entertaining Daniel Webster, llobeit C. Winthrop, 
and others of national reputation. The life of Mr. 
Stet.'ion has been one of indefatigable industry, and 
only by the most methodical arrangements could he 
have accomplished such a large amount of work. 

In all local affairs of public interest Mr. Stetson 
has cheerfully given his aid, being one of the most 
liberal snpp<»rters of t.ho First Congregational (Unita- 
rian) Society, of which he is a member. He was 
also one of the largest subscribers for the building of 
the new academy. He is closing his seventy-seventh 
year, yet his mind is as powerful, his eyes are as keen, 
his step is as active, and he still toils as in the prime 
of life. Cautious and shrewd as a business man, 
righteous in every act, of highest integrity and signal 
ability, rich in experience, large-hearted, of great 
energy, faithful in all his relations, above fear and 
beyond reproach, — such are the qualities which all 
who know him award to Mr. Stetson. 



JAMBS FBllQUSON. 

James Ferguson, son of John and Margaret 
(Graham) Ferguson, was born in Annan, Scotland, 
Aug. 12, 1812. His immediate ancestry for several 
generations were inde|)endent farmers of Annan, and 
derived their descent from Fergus I., who assisted the 
Scots to drive out the Picts from Scotland, about 
A.D. 850, and for his services was elected by the 
Scots as their king. He was drowned at a venerable 
age while crossing a loch, in the year 404. Accord- 
ing to the Scandinavian custom, his sons took the 
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name Fcrgusson. This is the noinonolaturo of all his 
malo descendants in Scotland, although some branohcs 
nse but one " s.'* *' Fergus" signifies " a brave chief- 
tain/' and the family has been one of Seotlund*s 
noblest,, and some of this line are high in the peerage, 
and closely allied to the ruling family of England. 
They have been eminent in science, literature, and 
mechanics. Of hardy, energetic nature, they have 
taken a pronounced part in all the wars in which 
Scotland has been engaged from the time the founder 
of the name fought against the Picts, Britons, and 
Romans. 

When James was fifteen years old he was bound 
as an apprentice to learn the millwright and ma- 
chinist's trade for five years, according to the Scottish 
custom. His apprenticeship was within six months 
of expiration, when it was terminated by his mahtcr's 
death. Believing the New World afibrdud larger 
scope for his capabilities, in company with an older 
brother and two other friends he sailed for New York, 
where he arrived July 1, 1832. He was not twenty 
years old. His brother went up the Hudson to se- 
cure employment, and James wtui left dependent on 
his own resources. He had, however, a letter of in- 
troduction, given by a gentleman in Scotland to his 
cousin, " somewhere in America." Paterson, N. J., 
had even then extensive iron works, and on the 
morning of July 3d James started across the Ho- 
boken Ferry to walk there, a distance of twenty-one 
miles. This was no hard task for the vigorous Scotch 
youth, and. Walking leisurely, he arrived at Paterson 
about dusk. A fine-looking old gentleman was lean- 
ing out of a window which he passed. A strong im- 
pression caused James to think that this was the man 
to whom he had the letter of introduction. He ran 

up the steps and inquired if Mr. was at home. 

Strange to say it was the very man, and he hearing 
the Scotch accent of the young man, hastened to the 
door and drew him into the house, and received and 
entertained him with true Scottish hospitality. A 
position was soon secured by James as pattern-maker 
and machinist. At Paterson he worked two years, 
during which time his skill and energy had attracted 
attention, and he was offered, in 1834, a situation in 
Fall River by Charles Proctor, as superintendent of 
the erection of machinery for calico-printing. This 
Fall River work continued about two years, when he 
went to Taunton to superintend the erection of ma- 
chinery for the Bristol Print- Works. In this he was 
engaged about ten years. Returning to Fall River, he 
was for seven years putting up machinery in the 
Globe Print- Works for William and George Chaffee. 

From there Mr. Ferguson returned to 'J^uinton as 



superintendent of a new machine-shop for " Taunton 
Foundry and Machine C<mipany." IMie shop wan 
constructed under his direction, and in addition to 
general foundry and machinists* work they niatlc 
specialties of manufacturing steam-engines and ma- 
chinists* tools. Mr. Ferguson was also the designer 
of all the plans used. Under his vigorous superin- 
tendence the company was prosperous. While assist- 
ing some of his men one day one of his feet was 
crushed so badly as to lose one-half of it, he him- 
self cutting off the mangled part Ix^fore a surgeon 
arrived. AD-er several years* connection with tliis 
foundry he entered the employ of the Bridgewater 
Iron Company in 1856 as superintendent of their 
extensive business. For twenty-eight years he has 
been identified with this company and a resident of 
Bridgewater. His strong inheritiid constitution, liin 
indJniilable perseverance, and his wonderful energy 
have contributed largely to the company*s success. 
At the breaking out of the great civil war there 
were four large forges in existence in America, and 
the Bridgewater Iron- Works was crowded with work. 
There was a demand for heavy nnichinery and forc- 
ings in connection with naval construction for tho 
government hitherto unprecedented in iron manu- 
facture. Tho Bridgewater forge was insuflicient for 
the demand, and tho company obtained branch works 
in Taunton, Fall River, Providence, and Boston, 
making a total of seven large esUiblishments under 
Mr. Ferguson's personal superintendence, with an 
army of from fourteen to fifteen hundred employes. 
Few men have ever had a more responsible position. 
Kricsson, the noted inventor of the monitors, fonnd 
the Bridgewater Iron Company an efiicieut aid in his 
great enterprises, and, under Mr. Ferguson's direc- 
tion, some of the most difiicult work was successfully 
accomplished. They furnished all the wrought- iron 
work for the famous *' Monitor,** ** Dictator,*' and 
*^ Puritiui.** They made sUmni cylinders, eondeii.sors, 
and all the heavy works for many other vessels con- 
structed for the government, and did a vast amount 
of forging for the Delematers, Morgans, and other 
large ship-builders. To give this immense quantity 
of work the proper supervision required not only a 
complete mastery of all details of the business, but 
great nerve and iron constitution. Month after 
month, ytuj, year ader year, Mr. Ferguson gave his 
nights as well as days to this. After working at 
Bridgewater all day, he would drive to Taunton, in- 
spect the works there, then go to Fall River, Boston, 
or Providence, and back to Bridgewater to commence 
work with the men in the morning. This oversight 
w;is continued in this way by him until the close of 
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thn wnr, and probably not one umn in n thousand 
could hnvc survived such labor. The forgings of 
sonic portions of the great St. Louis bridge, and the 
shaflfi of uianj of tlic immenso ocean steamers were 
also made under his direction. 

Mr. Ferguson married, first, Ann Maria, daugh- 
ter of Albert Herder, of Flushing, L. I. Their 
children were Robert, James, Margaret (deceased; 
she married, first, Ephraim P]dson, and had two 
children ; second, James U. Ferguson, and had two 
children), and John. Mr. Ferguson married, second, 
Mary, daughter of John and Margaret Hunter, of 
Fall River. Their children are Joseph, George, 
Mnry, and Arthur. 

llolu'rt \H a merchant in J3ridgcwater ; James is a 
machinlHt in (ho employ of Bridgcwater Iron Com- 
pany ; John is a mason and bricklayer, residing 
in Raltimore; Joseph is assistant superintendent 
and mechanical draughtsman for Bridgewater Iron 
Company ; George ia engaged in the monumental 
marble bu.sinoHS in Ho.s((in ; Mary, whaso mollirr died 
Aug. 21, 18(55, is iiou.sckoopcr for her fathor ; Arthur 
has been a student at Harvard. 

Mr. Ferguson is still active, and his capacity for 
the special oversight of the great establishment under 
his charge is fully equal to all demands. Positive in 
his likes and dislikes, persistent in whatever he un- 
dcrlakcB, firm and inflexible in his convictions, he is 
one whoso friendship, warm and true, is most higlily 
prized. As a citizen he is held in great esteem, and 
generously contributes to all means of public im- 
provement. He is a Republican politically, and an 
Orthodox Congregationalist in religion. His chil- 
dren and grandchildren hold him in high veneration, 
and appreciate in no small degree his parental devo- 
tion and care. Mr. Ferguson*s life may be truly 
called one of success, as well as of remarkable activ- 
ity. His ability, in his chosen field, has given him 
a place among the leading iron-workers of the day. 



CALEB P. LEONARD. 

Caleb F. Leonard, son of David and Mary (Hall) 
liconard, w;i8 born in Bridgewater, Mass., Oct. 15, 
1778. Some genealogists claim the Leonards to 
have descended from Richard Coeur de Leon (Leon- 
hardt). All authorities unite in stating that they 
have been a family of prominence in England for 
many generations, coming from I^iconard, Ijord Dacro, 
of England, and through two lines from Edward III., 
viz., through John of (jaunt, Duke of Lancaster, 
and Thomas Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucester. The 



liconard families have been noted throughout this 
country and Europe, and have been so for genera- 
tions, for their connection with iron manufactures. 

From old records in the family, we find that the 
first Leonards in America were Solomon, James, and 
Henry, brothers. They were sons of Thomas Leon- 
ard, of Pontipool, Wales, a place famous for ita iron- 
works and mines. They were Puritans. Solomon 
came from Holland, probably with Rev. John Robin- 
son *s congregation, although not in the *' Mayflower." 
He settled first in Duzbury, became an original pro- 
prietor of Bridgewater, and, with four of his children, 
John, Jacob, Isaac, and Mary, settled in the south 
part of the town. 

James and Henry settled in Lynn, next Braintrco;- 
and in 1G52, at a town-meeting held in Taunton, Oc- 
tober 2d, ** it was agreed and granted to the said 
Henry Leonard and James Leonard, his brother, and 
Ralph Russell, free consent to come hither and join 
certain of our inhabitants to set up a bloomery on 
(ho Two-Mile River," and to dig and mine ore at 
Two- Mile Meadows. These were the first iron-works 
established on this continent, and were enlarged from 
time to time, and subsequently converted into a forge 
for making anchors. These works were situated in 
what is now the town of Raynham, and continued in 
the possession of the Leonards and their descendants 
over one hundred years. James and Henry, attracted 
by more abundant ores in New Jersey, removed 
thither and established the first iron-works in that 
province. Solomon and his descendants, however, 
chose agriculture as their avocation, and those claim- 
ing him for ancestor are numerous, and are mostly 
diligent, industrious farmers. Here and there one 
has gone into medicine or the ministry, but these are 
the exceptions, not the rule. His son, John', bad 
several children, his youngest son being Joseph*. His 
son Joseph*, bom in 1697, married Mary Packard, 
and resided on the beautiful place on Nippenioket 
Pond, still owned and occupied by their descendants. 
His son David^ who married, in 1767, Mary Hall, 
of Taunton, was a farmer on the ancestral estate, and 
was also a soldier with Gen. Winslow in seising the 
neutral French, or Acadians, in Nova Scotia, in 1766 
(sec Longfellow's " Evangeline"). He was of strong 
character, active and vigorous, father of thirteen chil- 
dren, and generally known as " Squire" Leonard. 

Caleb F. Leonard (sixth generation) had merely 
the school advantages of the town schools of the day, 
as he had to be the farm-boy, while his two older 
brothers were attending Brown University, where 
they graduated. He, however, made diligent use of 
his educational opportunities, and, although be was 
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always an agrioulturist, was greatly interested in the 
public men and measures of the day, a reader and 
thinker, and during his life did a large amount of 
publio business fur the town. Ho had a commission 
of justice of the peace for many years, and was held 
in more than ordinary esteem for his sound judgment, 
clear-headedness, atid integrity. He married, July 
12, 1807, Nancy Thompson, of Middleboro'. They 
had three children, — Clementina M. (Mrs. Levi 
Paine), James M., and Caroline L. (who married, 
first, Gkorge Ward ; second, Be?. James W. Ward, — 
see biography of George Ward, in history of Lake- 
Tille). Mrs. Paine had three children, — Rev. Levi 
L., D.D., now senior professor at Bangor (Me.) Theo- 
logical Seminary (he married, July 29, 1861 , Jennette 
Holmes) ; Bernard, who married Eliza Smith Blos- 
som, Dec. 4, 1867, and has been for some years pas- 
tor of the Congregational Church at Sandwich, Mass. ; 
and Adclia C. (Mrs. E. P. Stetson, of Walpole). 
James M. Leonard married Jane N. Thompson, of 
Rochester, Mass. ; their children are Emma F., Eliz- 
abeth M. (wife of Rev. T. D. Childs, Home Mis- 
sionary in Kansas), Mary H. (a teacher in the 
State Normal School, Bridgewater, Mas.^.), Clara F. 
(wife of Dr. C. I. Fisher, superintendent of State 
Almshouse, Tewksbury, Mass.), James II. (married 
Mary C. Johnston ; is a* practicing lawyer of Elyria, 
Ohio), Edith (also a teacher in the State Normal 
School), Caroline L. (wife of Rev. Herbert D. Good- 
enough, now missionary of Congregational American 
Board of Foreign Missions at Natal, South Africa), 
Jennie T. (died Jan. 25, 1865, aged five years). 

The life of a plain farmer, with no startling events, 
no striking or famous acts, is apt to be uneventful so 
far as the purposes of a biographical sketch is con- 
cerned, and such a life was that of Caleb F. Leonard. 
And yet these lives are the foundation and super- 
structure of society. Day follows day, year succeeds 
year, through a long, useful life, where lack of opitor- 
tunity for display did certainly not create in him a 
desire for it. He did his duty well in all the varied 
relations of domestic, social, and community life, and 
was appreciated, loved, and honored. Of extremely 
kind and sympathetic nature, he was so tender-hearted 
that a tale of suffering or distress would bring the 
tears quickly to his eyes, and so energetic as at once 
to move toward relieving that suficring, — these were 
prominent traits. Few, if any, ever appealed to him 
in vain for charity, or for friendly sympathy and as- 
sistance, when it was in his power to give. Tenderly 
affectionate in his family relations, his wife and chil- 
dren were bound to him by the strongest ties of love 
and reverence. As a neighbor, friend, and citizen, ho 



was so genial, social, and hospitable in his disposition 
and habits, so true, honorable, and trustworthy, that 
he made many fHends, and could scarcely have had 
an enemy. He was nut oallwl to high and pnmriiioiit 
public offices, but in the positions of trust and influ- 
ence held in the town where he lived and died, he 
earned the good opinion of all. Such a life, quiet 
and unostentatious though it be, has a value not easily 
measured. He died suddenly, July 3, 1840, '' leav- 
ing no memorial but a world made better for his 

1* * 11 
iving. 



TUB FOltKS PAMTLY. 

The Fobes family in Bridgewater are of Scotch 
ancestry, descending probably from liev. John Forbes, 
or Fobes, who was moderator of the General Asscnihly 
of the Church of Scotland, hoiden at Aberdeen, July 
2, 1605. His son, John \ came to Plymouth with the 
remnant of Bev. John Bobinson's church in 1636, 
settled in Duzbury, and came to Bridgewater in 1651, 
among the first settlers, and was one of the incorpo- 
rators of the t^wn of Bridgowiiter. His d('.sc(Midant« 
are numerous. [lo married Constant, sister of Kx- 
perienco Mitchell, who came over in the third ship, 
'* Ann," in 1623. Edward', second sou, born in Bridge- 
water in 1651, died in 1732, aged eighty-one years. 
He married Elizabeth, daughter of John Howard, — 
they had several children. John', the oldest son, born 
in Bridgewater in 1679, married Abigail Ilobinson, of 
Taunton, Aug. 15, 1704, — they had eight children. 
John died Aug. 15, 1725. Josiuh^, son of John', 
married Freelove, daughter of Cnpt. Josiali Edson, 
March 5, 1739. He was born Sept. 6, 1716 ; among 
h*is numerous children were Ezra^ born Jan. 21 , 1751, 
and Alpheus^, born June 30, 1756. Ezra*^ married 
Mary Shaw, of Bay nham, in 1776 ; died in 1823, aged 
seventy* two years. His oldest son, Ezra', born Dea 
31, 1785, maiTied Hannah Busset't, daughter of Jo- 
seph Bassett, Esq., June 19, 1810. Their children 
were Franklin H., Joseph B., George R, Hannah, and 
Mary S. Alpheus* married, first, Mchitable, daugh- 
ter of Seth Lath rop, in 1781 ; second, Lucy, daughter 
of Bev. Isaac Backus ; the oldest and youngest sons 
of this second marriage were Tsaao*, whoso daughter, 
Mary, married Franklin Leach (see biography), and 
AretJiii', born April 9, 1798. Alphcus died April 12, 
1839, aged eighty- three years. Aretas' married, Feb. 
20, 1826, Bowena, daughter of Deacon Edward Paul, 
of Taunton. He died Oct. 30, 1873, aged seventy- 
five years. Their children were Edwin A., Ellen A., 
Martha P. (who married Dr. Joseph B. Fobes), 
Franklin, and Nathan. 
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.TOSKPir BASSRTT FOBRS, M.D. 

Anion*; (lie Icndin*:;, bucccssFuI, and representative 
pliysieians of Plyuiouth County, who began active 
practice nearly half a century ago, and to-day are 
living in comfortable physical health and unimpaired 
vigor of mind, must bo mentioned Dr. Joseph B. 
Fobes. Descended from strong Scotch ancestry, he 
inherited much of the vitality of the hardy Caledo- 
nian race. His ]mrontR were Deacon Ezra and 
Hannah (Jkssi^tt) Fobes, and he was born in Bridge- 
water, Mass., Sept. 19, 1814. He is a direct de- 
scendant from one of the original proprietors and 
incorporators of Bridgewater. The family name wos 
originally Forbes, but is now spelled Fobes. For 
sevonil genorntions have the ancestors of the doctor 
been identified with the development and improve- 
ment of Bridgewater, — good citizens, law-abiding 
people, serving well their day and generation. 

Joseph Bassett Fobes, M.D., was prepared for col- 
lege at Bridgewator Academy, studied medicine with 
Dr. Louis L. Miller, of Providence, 11. I., and was 
graduated from the Medical Department of Harvard 
College in the spring of 1839. In May of the same 
year he settled in Hanover, and engaged in medical 
practice. This was before the day of specialties in 
medicine, and the county practitioner of that day had 
to be well versed in both theory and practice of all 
branches of medicine and surgery. The young phy- 
sician soon made many friends by his medical skill 
and wiiming personal traits of character, and built 
up a large and lucrative practice. For nearly a (piar- 
terof a century he was actively employed in attending 
to an extensive range of patients in Hanover, Pem- 
broke, Scituate, South Soituate, Marshfield, Hanson, 
Rockland, etc. He was a close student, attended 
minutely to the peculiar manifestations of disease, as 
shown in different individuals, and won success. No 
physician eyor enjoyed the love of the community 
more than he, and it was worthily bestowed. Care- 
ful, kind, and painstaking, he was social, yet method- 
ical and systematic. The people had great confidence 
in him, and by his diligent though arduous en- 
deavors he secured the esteem of the best element of 
society. His counsels and advice have been highly 
prized by his professional brethren. Ho has been for 
years a member of the Plymouth County Medical 
Society, and also of Massachusetts Medical Society. 
Dr. Fobes married Jan. 4, 1853, Martha P., daugh- 
ter of Aretas and Rowena (Paul) Fobes, also a na- 
tive of Bridgewati^r. 

His faithful labors having brought him failing 
health and a need for rest, and, knowing that he could 
no longer brave with impunity the hardships incident 



to the active work of his profession and the demands 
he could not refuse from his old patrons, he returned to 
Bridgewater in 18G4, but from the numerous calls for 
his services here has been kept in constant practice, 
although he refuses to give night visits. In 1867 he 
made his residence where he now resides, and has 
never since cared to move. 

Whig and Republican in political belief, he has 
st^^adily supporte<l the nomination of those parties 
without being drawn into the vortex of political wire- 
working. Ho has been favored with an extremely 
fortunate matrimonial union, and both he and Mrs. 
Fobes are prized as valuable acqubitions to the social 
and religious circles of the town. They are connected 
with Trinity Episcopal Church, of which the doctor 
is now senior warden. 

The erection and furnishing of the new and beau- 
tiful church edifice b the result of the self-sacrifice, 
devotion, and liberality of a few persons, and not the 
most unim|)ortant of them are Dr. and Mrs. Fobes. 

All in all, Dr. Fobes stands to-day in the latter 
years of a long and useful life an esteemed citizen, a 
valued friend, and a credit to the dignified profession 
in whose service he has passed so many years. 



MARSHALL CONANT. 

Among those who have had the charge of edu- 
cational interests in Plymouth County, and proved 
faithful to that duty, there has been no worthier rep- 
resentative than Marshall Conant, who was a teacher 
in every sense of the word. He possessed the fine 
feelings and keen perceptions that enabled him to 
understand his scholars thoroughly, heart and mind, 
and could fully sympathize with all the difficulties 
which stand in the way of many struggling students. 
His heart, his home, and his purse were open to 
them, and many a man now in the full career of 
prosperity can date his success in life to thb tme- 
souled Christian man and teacher. 

Marshall Conant was a self-made man, having had 
but limited advantages for education at the common 
schools near the New England farm at Pomfret, Vt., 
where he was born, Jan. 5, 1801. He was the sixth 
son in a family of twelve children, and was in his early 
years trained to the work of the farm, but during his 
hours of work economized every moment, and when 
driving a team to plow had hb " Euclid" under his 
arm, and when the horses stopped to rest ho studied 
geometry. His father was a house-oarpenter as well as 
a farmer, and he became accustomed early to the use of 
tools, which he used with wonderful skill, and which 
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served him well in his pursuit after learning. His fa- 
miliarity with tools enabled him to construct the in- 
struments which were required in his mathematical 
studies for the prosecution of his rcsoarchos, and 
which in his circumstances could not otherwise have 
been procured, and in his youth, while on the farm, 
he invented and constructed a quadrant for taking 
his elevations, a clock to keep his time, an electrical 
machine for making experiments in electricity, and a 
planetarium for illustrating the movements of the 
heavenly bodies. He was a sickly boy, and these 
were his amusements when he was unable to follow 
his father and brothers to the field. It was here that 
he laid the foundation of his accurate mathematical 
and astronomical knowledge, and without other books 
than were supplied by the common schools and the 
annual almanac. 

He commenced his first work as a teacher at Pom- 
fret, Yt., where his compensation was twelve dollars 
per month, and the pay mostly in corn, which, how- 
ever, he turned to good account by purchasing books on 
subjects relating to his mathematical and astronomi- 
cal studies. In 1824, when but twenty-three years 
old, he attempted the usual mathematical calculations 
of ail eclipse of the moon, and, with the help of a 
quadrant which he extemporized for the occasion, and 
the clock which he had made with his own hands to 
keep the time, he had the inexpressible satisfaction 
of finding the true results. Thenceforward astronomy 
largely occupied his attention, and for many years he 
was the publisher of the '^ Vermont Almanac," of 
which about one thousand copies were annually issued. 
In 1825, while teaching school at Alstead, N. II., 
and " boarding around," he was subjected to much 
exposure during a stormy winter, and was prostrated 
by severe and continued sickness, cough, and tender- 
ness of the lungs, which clung to him through life ; 
but during this illness there were intervals for study, 
which he so well improved that when he resumed 
teaching he found himself with vastly increased re- 
sources, which soon brought with them reputation 
and position. During this sickness, while confined 
to his room, and mostly to his bed, he succeeded in 
solving the problem of the principles by which the 
laws of planetary motion were governed, without 
dreaming that it was one of acknowledged difficulty. 
In after-years, when he became familiar with books, 
he learned from La Land's " Astronomy" that his 
problem had long occupied the attention of learned 
men, and that the Astronomical Society of Paris had 
offered a valuable prize for its solution. His feelings 
of gratification at finding his figures agreed with the 
accepted demonstration, may well be imagined. In 



1829, when twenty-eight years of age, ho opened a 
select school in Woodstock, Vt., which he conducted 
with great success for five years, at the same time 
studying Latin, Greek, and French, lie gave up the 
school to go to Boston, where he could avail himself 
of the libraries, and gain access into scientific oirclea, 
and supported himself by teaching in the public 
schools. 

While there (1835) he married Miss Roxanna 
Darling, of Woodstock, Vt., one of his former pu- 
pils, henceforth to be his companion in study and in 
labor, u fitting helpmeet in every good work of his 
life, and who survives him. A year later he opened 
a select school for boys in Roxbury, Mass., where he 
had a delightful home for three years, going thenoe 
to Illinois to preside over an academic institution sus- 
tained by the munificence of John Tillson, of IlaHfax, 
Mass. Here ho found a genial field for his favorite 
pursuits, but as neither he nor his wife could endure 
the climate, after remaining there two years he ac- 
cepted an invitation from the academy at Framing- 
ham, Mass., where he passed the next four years, 
when his health obliged him to give up biwiiiess, and 
for a year he lived most of the time in the o)»on 
fieldH, where ho cultivated u clone arquaiiitaiico with 
botany and geology. This out-door life was so bene- 
ficial to his health that for several years he turned 
away from his favorite vocation and engaged as en- 
gineer in the Boston water-works, residing at West 
Newton, where he had intimate relations with Hon. 
Horace Mann and other distinguished educators. In 
1853 he received an appointment from the State 
Board of Education as principal of the Normal School 
at Bridgewater, and entered upon the great work of 
preparing others for the educational field. For this 
Mr. Conant was exceptionally well fitted. His whole 
mind and strength were given to his teaching. In 
his favorite studies of mathematics, astronomy, and 
mechanics, he was clear, definite, and original in his 
methods. He had at one time a blind pupil in 
astronomy, whom he so skillfully taught that he be- 
came a successful lecturer on that science. He was 
continually, by his fidelity to his work, his devotion, 
hisonthii.siiisin, drawing his pupils to higher fields of 
thought and nobler attainments. For seven years he 
threw into the development of the Normal School all 
the forces of his multiform nature, then the confine- 
ment and the toil of this work proved too arduous, 
and he was compelled to resign, and retired to a farm 
in Grautville in 18G0. In 18G2 his personal friend, 
Mr. Boutwcll, afterwards Secretary of the Treasury, 
then Commissioner of Internal Revenue, called for his 
assistance in Washington, where he passed ten years 
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of luR lifo in or^niiziii^ and cnrryiii^ on tlic Dcpurt- 
niont of Int«riiiil Kcvcnuc. During tliiH tinio ninny 
millions of dollars passed through his hands. His 
cxaltod patriotism and loyalty strengthened the hearts 
of those who guarded the life of the nation in those 
oritieal and dangerous days. His earnest and efficient 
services were given to the government until he could 
work no more, when, on leave of absence, he returned 
to Bridgewater, where, surrounded by his old friends, 
he died Feb. 10, 1873, aged seventy-two years. 

In every sphere of life, as companion, friend, 
teacher, citizen, and official, Mr. Conant was a Chris- 
tian gentleman, realizing the highest ideal of the 
position. The prominent traits of his character were 
great hopefulness (almost enthusiasm), perseverance, 
nnostentation, large charity, and strong religious faith. 
He was a diligent student of the Bible, an ardent 
lover of its teachings, a member of the Congre- 
gational Church, and through life sustained and 
guided by a living faith in Jesus, the Christ. The 
lesson of his noble life is this, — that the love of truth, 
trust in God, and hopeful, persevering industry will 
enable one to overcome obstacles, attain the full sUiture 
of a Christian manhood, bring oue to stations of honor 
and usefulness, and leave a memory which, like a 
fragrant perfume, shall cast a pleasant influence for 
untold ages. 



SPBNCHtt LEONARD. 

SpenccT Jjconard, son of Spencer and Mary (Wood) 
Leonard, a lineal descendant in the seventh genera- 
tion from Solomon Leonard, one of the first proprietors 
of this town, was born in Bridgewater, Aug. IS, 1814. 
His grandfather, Samuel Leonard, was a minute-man in 
the war of the Revolution, and received a pension from 
government. 11 is father (Spencer J jconard) was drafled 
in the defense of Plymouth in the war of 1812, for 
which the government gave him a land warrant. He 
was a farmer, and well known for his industrious 
habits and sterling, honest character. He was a 
selectman several years about 1830. Spencer's youth 
and early manhood were occupied in tlio labor of the 
farm, and his educational advantages were limited to the 
schools uf that day. However, his habits of industry 
and robust physique were good material with which to 
enter upon the business of life. At the age of twenty 
he engaged in the dry-goods trade, which he fol- 
lowed for eighteen years, when he changed his avoca- 
tion to that of farmer, and purchased the Zechariah 
Whitman farm (formerly the homestead of the grand- 
father of W. H. Whitman, the jirojient clerk of the 
courts for Plymouth County), and has successfully 



carried on the business of farming, in connection with 
the manufacture of wood and lumber, until the pres- 
ent time. About eight years since he purchased an 
orange orchard in Florida, and has now twenty-eight 
acres of land and about five hundred orange-trees (a 
portion of them in bearing condition). 

He married, Aug. 12, 1840, Cementha T., daughter 
of Isaac and Polly (Chandler) Sturtevant. They 
have five children, — Mary L. (married Marcellus 6. 
Howard in June, 18G6, lives in San Mateo, Fla., and 
has one child, Myron Leonard), Abbie F. (married, 
first, James W. Lee, Dec. HI, 1865 ; he died May 18, 
1868; second, James W. Leach, Jan. 15, 1872, and 
has one child, Cora May), Austin (married Cora L. 
Beatty, has one child, John L., and resides in Provi- 
dence, R. I.), Cora C, and Spencer, Jr. (are unmarried 
and reside with their parents). 

During his long and useful life Mr. Leonard has 
been elected to many offices in the gid of his fellow- 
citizens, and performed the duties with acceptance to 
the same. He represented Bridgewater in the State 
liogislature for the years 1846 and 1847. He was 
elected selectman in 1855, and has served in that capac- 
ity and as assessor, overseer of the poor, board of health, 
etc., to the present time. He was appointed justice 
of the peace for the county of Plymouth by Oovernor 
Bullock May 21, 1867, reappointed by (Governor 
Washburn in 1874, and by Governor Long in 1881. 
lie took an active interest in sustaining the govern- 
ment in the late war by procuring enlistments, filling 
quotas, and caring for the soldiers and their families. 
He also served as United States enrolling officer 
during the Rebellion. He has also been probation 
officer for Bridgewater from the first creation of the 
office to the present time. He has been a member of 
the board of the trustees of the Bridgewater Savings- 
Bank from its incorporation, and its vice president for 

> 

several years. In 1883 he was elected president of 
that institution, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Hon. Jjloyd Parsons, which office he now 
holds. He has been connected with the Plymouth 
County Agricultural Society since 1846, having con- 
tinuously served as trustee, committee, or committee 
of arrangements. 

Mr. Leonard is an attendant of the New Jerusalem 
Church, enjoys the confidence and esteem of his 
townsmen, and is well and favorably known through 
quite an extensive range of acquaintance. Careful 
and conservative, yet at the same time a believer in 
true progress, he has ever supported the principles of 
the Republican party, deeming that upon its success 
depended the preservation of those doctrines of civil 
and religious liberty handed down to us by the Pil- 



828 



HISTORY OF PLYMODTH COUNTY. 



grim fathers, and his constituents justly foe) that 
their interests are safely and ably cared for by him. 



VAN R. SWIFT. 

For centuries the Swift family has been prominent 
in England. The celebrated Dean Swift was one of 
the most brilliant scholars and thinkers of his time, — 
that of the reign of Queen Anne. William Swifl 
came from Booking, County Suffolk, England, to 
Watert own, Mass., prior to 1632, but in 1037 re- 
moved to Sandwich, and from him are dcHceuded the 
numerous families of Swifl. " They are known gen- 
erally as influential members of society, law-abiding 
citizens, prosperous, esteemed, and respected for thrift 
and good qualities. Men of force and character, pos- 
itive in their nature, pushing and successful in busi- 
uess, publiospirited in every enterprise to advance the 
interests of their towns.*' Of this number, possess- 
ing these characteristics in a large degree, is Van R. 
Swifl, son of Isaac and Sally (Pratt) Swift, who was 
born in Bridgewater March 31, 1813. The line of 
descent from William, the emigrant, is William *, Wil- 
liam', Jireh', Isaac^ Jireh^, Isaac', Van Rensselaer.^ 
His father was a farmer, a quiet, unostentatious man 
of strict probity, valued for his many good qualities. 
He did much in road-building, and helped construct 
the turnpike from Weymouth to New Bedford. His 
mother, Sally Pratt, was a lineal descendant of Joshua 
Pratt, who, with hb wife, Bathsheba, came from Eng- 
land, in 1622, in the ship " Ann,*' the third ship that 
oame to Plymouth. Joshua Pratt was a man of 
marked ability, and was often chosen to offices of 
trust in the gift of the town, such as messenger, con- 
stable, and assessor, also surveyor and sealer of 
weights and measures. He was born in England in 
1593, moved to Dartmouth (now New Bedford) in 
1650, and died in 1656. The line is Joshua*, Jo- 
seph', Joseph', Nathaniel^ Scth^, Nathaniel' (father 
of Mrs. Isaac Swift). The children of Isaac and 
Sally (Pratt) Swiawere Sally (Mrs. Henry C. Snell, 
deceased), Melvin (deceased), and Van Rensselaer. 

Mr. Swifl received an academic education, and re- 
mained upon the ancestral estate, occupied in the 
same honest calling as that of his father. He mar- 
ried, June 11, 1839, Eleanor T., daughter of Isaac 
and Mary (Chandler) Sturtevunt, of Duxbury, of an 
old New England family. Their children atUiining 
maturity are Myra E. (Mrs. Denzell M. King), re- 
sides in Foxboro'; Aroline (Mrs. A. A. Dunbar), of 
Brockton \ Van Rensselaer (who married Myra Irene 
Thomas, of Bridgewater) ; and Walter M. 

The annals of our New England towns afford few 



instances of such long-continued faithful service of 
a public officer as that of Van R. Swifl, who has held 
the chairmanship of the Board of Selectmen and As- 
sessors of Bridgewater for thirty-three years. Ilia 
election to office was unsolicited, and has proved emi- 
nently satisfactory, if we may judge from his sucoeft- 
sive re-elections. He has, as an overseer of the poor, 
during his long term of service, shown rare discretion 
and kindness to the needy. He has for fourteen 
years been town treasurer and collector. He liaa uliso 
been active as a memlicr of the Plyuuiuth Otntnty 
Agricultural Soi'/icty, having boon its vice-prasidcnt, 
secretary, treasurer, and for many years serving upon 
committees. He is one of the trustees of the Public 
Library. He held the political views of the Whig 
party up to the time of its death, and was elected by 
that party t^ the State liCgislature of 1853 and 1854. 
For many years he has been a stanch Democrat, and 
as such represented Bridgewater in the Legislature of 
1878. 

Firm and decided in his opinions, he sometimes 
may have seemed over- tenacious in his convictions, 
but never has been accused of a lack of frankness or 
honesty of purpose. In all looid affairs his action 
hais been in the true interests of the town, and he 
has won the good opinion of the citixens without dia- 
ti notion of party, and has many warm friends, who 
value his Grni and solid character. No one in Plym- 
outh County to-day is better entitled to be called a 
representative man. 



JAMR8 C. LBACII. 
James Cushing Leach, oldest son of Alpheus Leacff, 
a farmer of humble fortune, who lived on the margin 
of Nippenicket Pond, in Scotland, Bridgewater, was 
bom June 11, 1831. His early life was uneventful, 
and his education was subject to the limitations of 
brief common-school advantages, but these were im- 
proved to the best of his ability. With good judg- 
ment his father encouraged his son to secure a trade, 
and upon entering his seventeenth year James com- 
menced serving the usual time allotted to an appren- 
tice, which was oompleted under the oversight of and 
with Mr. Ambrose Keith, of Bridgewater, a builder 
of good repute. He continued for several years as 
jourueyniim in Mr. Keith's employ, by whom the 
honest service of a faithful workman was appreciated. 
He then engaged with J. E. Carver, the cotton-gin 
manufacturer, with whom he found constant employ- 
ment for some years. Mr. Ijcach, possessing a strong 
physique, was enabled to accomplish an unusually 
large amount of work daily, and his diligenoe and 
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economy soon fouiHl bim llic possessor of llic means 
to eroct for himself a handsome cotUge on Spring 
Hill Avenue, which he occupied for a few years and 
then sold. He then built a fine residence on Pleasant 
Street, adjoining; the Bnrstow estate, where he now 
resides. In 1870 he began the manufacture of his 
oii-proof paper, which is extensively used by boot and 
shoe manufacturers, and from small beginnings, with 
this specialty and his agency for the sale of leather 
board, ho has built up a prosperous business. 

Mr. Leach sustains an unblemished character as a 
citizen and as a business man. II is activity in politics 
is of long standing, and he has for many years held 
the place of chairman of the town Republican com- 
mittce. For more than twenty years he has been a 
member of the Plymouth County Agricultural Society, 
having been much of this time on the committee of 
arrangements, and always a liberal contributor to its 
funds. As a public-spirited citizen, he has shown a 
readiness to lend his aid to all good enterprises. He 
has ibr a long period been a trustee of the savings- 
bank and a member of the investment committee, 
and also a director in the Brockton National Bank. 
His commission of justice of the peace by Governor 
Rice, in 1877, was a compliment to an eminently- 
deserving self-made man. Mr. Leach has encouraged 
ample appropriations for public improvements in town 
and for education, and is a trustee of the Bridgewnter 
Academy. His connection with the Central Stiuare 
Society has been marked with a liberality that is 
creditable to hi)i generous heart. 

He is a lineal descendant of Giles Leach, who set- 
tled in Bridgewater before 1665, and of Rev. James 
Keith, the first minister, both sturdy stocks, and rep- 
resented largely in the Old Colony. He married, 
April 29, 1860, Pliebe, oldest daughter of Marcus 
and Hannah (Jjench) Conant. 

Mr. Leach is still actively engaged in the business 
that has proved so successful in securing for him a 
comfortable fortune. 



A. WALDO BASSmT. 
' In early English history the Bassott family has 
always been prominent. Hugh de Bassette was a dis- 
tinguished knight and captain in the Norman army 
of William the Conqueror in his invasion of England, 
1066. During the reign of Henry III. (a.d. 1262) 
we find Philip Basset appointed to the highly impor- 
tant poHition of '* justiciary** of the realm, liord 
John Basset and Ralph Basset wore also men of mark 
in the fierce civil contests and agitations of that period. 
The first American ancestor of this line was William 



Bassett, who came over in the ship " Fortune** in 
1621, and settled in Plymouth, then in Duxbury, and 
finally in Bridgewater. He was an original proprietor 
of Bridgewater, a large land-holder in the colony, and 
possessed an extensive library. He married Elizabeth 
Tilden, one of the family from which Samuel J. Tilden 
is descended. He died in 1667, leaving several chil- 
dren, — William, Nathaniel, Joseph', Sarah, Elizabeth, 
and Jane. William' settled in Sandwich, and his 
son, William, had his grandfather*s house and land in 
Bridgewater, by his will, which was nuncupative, and 
dated 1667. This grandson was a '* marshal,'* and 
otherwise distinguished in the colony. Joseph' mar- 
ried Martha Hobart, of Hingham, in 1677 ; Sarah 
married Peregrine White; William' married, first, 

Sarah , second, Mary Bump, 1703; Nathan* 

married Hannah Washburn, 1733; Joseph' married 
Hannah Lathrop, 1776; Joseph^ married Hannah 
Williams, of Raynham, 1816. 

A. Waldo Bassett, son of Joseph and Hannah 
(Williams) Bassett, was born in Scotland, Bridge- 
water, July 21, 1819, and was the youngest son and 
second child of their three children. He attended 
the common schools and afterwards Bristol Academy, 
then turned his attention to farming, which was the 
avocation of his father. He now owns and occupies 
the homestead of his father, adjoining the original 
Bassett homestead, and for whom it was purchased by 
his father, Joseph. It was the residence of Dr. Ben- 
jamin Church, of Boston. We copy the following 
from the Bristol Cauiity Republican: 

" Dr. Church was born in Newport in 1734, and 
was a grandson of the celebrated Col. Church of 
Indian fame. Afler graduating in Harvard, in 1754, 
and completing his studies in a medical college in 
liondon, he returned to Boston, and by his brilliant 
abilities soon rose to eminence as a physician and sur- 
geon. He came to Bridgewater in 1757, and built a 
handsome dwelling-house, as a country residence, on 
the farm now owned by Mr. Waldo Bassett, near 
Nippenicket Pond. The late Dr. Eleazar Carver was 
one of his students and associates. Dr. Church was 
then a leading and popular Whig, a compeer of Han- 
cock and Warren and other choice spirits of the Revo* 
lutionary school, a brilliant writer, orator, and poet. 
He was physician-general of the patriot army, and 
was assigned to the directorship of the general hos- 
pital ; also a member of the ' Provincial Congress,' 
in Boston, in 1774. By association with British 
oilicors he secretly became a loyalist and traitor, and 
finally, in 1775, was detected in attempting to send 
intelligence in ciphers by * a woman' to an English 
oflicer of rank, relating to the movements of the 
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patriot forces at Concord, Lexington, and Watertown. 
He was convicted by a court-uiartiul, at which Oou. 
Washington presided, in October of that year, 'of 
holding criminal correspondence with the enemy/ 
He was expelled from the Congress, dismissed from 
his official positions, and remanded to Cambridge jail, 
and after a month to the jail in Norwich, Conn. He 
was released in 1776, in consequence of ill health, 
* to leave the country,' and sailed in a vessel for the 
West Indies, which was never hoard from. His 
widow was pensioned by the crown, and died in 
liondon in 1798. The furni in Bridgcwutcr was sold 
to James Starr in 1775. The house was burned over 
fifty years ago. The late Joseph Bassett. bepame the 
purchaser of the estate, and built upon the site a larger 
residence than the former, which is now owned by his 
son, who resides there. The noted Daniel Leonard 
and many others became loyalists or semi-traitors, but 
whether Dr. Church, of Boston or Bridgewater, was 
the ' first traitor* there is some doubt. There is a 
record of about two hundred Moyalists,' who were 
in doubt or weak-kneed, during * the times that tried 
men's souls,' in 1775-76." 

Mr. Bassett married, June 11, 1850, Sarah J., 
daughter of Deacon Philip E. and Ix)uisa P. (Ijeach) 
Hill, of an early family of Bridgewater. (Deacon 
Hill was for many years prominent in county and 
church affairs.) Their children are Ella J. (married 
William Savery, of Wareh am), Joseph E., and Na. 
than A. Mr. and Mr$. Savery have two children. 

Mr. Bassett is a quiet, retiring man of unassuming 
manners. He is in accord with the bqttcr claKS of 
the community in all matters tending to advance or 
improve the interests of his native town, llepublican 
in politics, he has sedulously avoided public position, 
but steadily worked for his party. He was commis- 
sioned justice of the peace by Governor Washburn. 
Intelligent, thoughtful, fond of investigation, he keeps 
himself thoroughly informed on all matters of public 
moment, and ever gives his support and assistance to 
those movements his careful proving shows to be for 
the public weal. It is from such men and through 
such men that the perpetuity of republican institu- 
tions is assured in this country. No idea of personal 
advancement or striving for political notoriety swerves 
them from following the right, as it is given them to 
know the right, and it is a satisfaction to record that 
the plass of which he is a good type is not a small 
one, but embraces the truly patriotic and thinking 
men all over our land. Kind in his domestic rela- 
tions, a valued friend, and a prized and estimable 
citizen, he is a safe counselor and worthily stands 
high in the esteem of his townsmen. 



FRANKTJN LRAOH. 

Wo find the first American ancestor of tlic Jjcaoli 
family of Bridgewater, Lawrence lioach, who came 
from England and settled in Salem, whore he was 
made freeman in 1631. He was over fifty years of 
age when ho came to this country, and had, by his 
wife Elisabeth, quite a family in England, most of 
whom accompanied him here. Among his children 
were John, James, Clement, Hobert, Richard, and 
Giles. 

Giles', born in Salem, 1632, went as a youn^ 
man to Weymouth, where, in Ui50, ho married Anne 
Noakes or Nokes. He resided there until 1664, when 
he removed to Bridgewater, and became a permanent 
resident of this town. He had numerous children, 
of whom John was probably the first-born in this 
town. John', by his wife Alice, had ten children, 
and died in 1774. Noheniiah*, born 1709, married, 
first, Mercy Staples, and had two children ; second, 
Uuth (?). Bryant, of Plympton. By second wife he 
had nine children, of whom James', bom in 1737, 
married Ilazadiah, daughter of Robert Keith, in 
1765, and had ten children, of whom AitoUos was 
second son. Apollos^ married, in 1796, Chloe, 
daughter of Christopher, and granddaughter of WiU 
liani Dyer, who settled in Bridgewater prior to 1G9!), 
and was surveyor, juror, and constable in 1708. 
They had six children, — Philo, Sarah, Olive, Daniel, 
Franklin, and Philander. Mr. Leach was a farmer 
and carpenter, which trade he followed for many 
years, and was noted for the good quality of his 
work. An unpretentious man of industry and moral 
worth, ho enjoyed the esteem, confidence, and friend- 
ship of the community, and died in October, 1832. 

Franklin Leach (eighth generation), son of A polios 
and Chloe (Dyer) Leach, was born in Scotland, 
Bridgewater, Mass., Jan. 14, 1809. He had comniou- 
school and academic advantages of education ; learned 
the carpenter's trade of his father, and worked with 
him. On attaining his majority he became connected 
in business with his oldest brother, Philo. With him 
for some years, and aderwards alone, he has worked 
as carpenter and builder over half a century. During 
these years he has pursued his trade in New Bedford, 
Fairhaven, Kaynham, Taunton, llolbrook, Brockton, 
and Boston, as well as Bridgewater, where, for seversl 
years, he was in the employ of the cotton-gin works. 
Naturally ingenious and of a mechanical turn of mind, 
he has put genuine love into his labor, and even now, 
though scventyfivc years of age, does much work iu 
which younger men would take pride. Prudent, 
diligent, economical, and |)ersevering, his labora have 
been rewarded with well-earned competency. He 
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hn» also been soinowhnt. of a farmer, but has never 
desired to follow that avocation. Ho lias taken great 
interest in militia matters ; was elected captain, and 
commissioned March 21, 1835 ; commissioned major, 
July 18, 183G; commissioned colonel, Dee. 13, 1838, 
:ind honorably discharged March 7, 1840. He wns 
first commissioned justice of the |>cace by Qovcnior 
Boutwell, Aug. 24, 1852, and still holds the office. 
Whig and Republican in politics, he has held various 
minor town offices, and served conscientiously in 
them. He has been a Freemason since 1856; has 
been Worphipful Master of Fellowship Lodge, Bridge- 
water, for three years ; received ]iis chapter degress 
at Mount Zion Chapter, Sloughton, Mnss.. in 
1857, and is now nffiliatxid with Harmony (?li;ipfor, 
R. A. M., Bridgcwater. He married, Nov. 13, ]8o2, 
Mary, daughter of Isaac and Mary (Hay ward) Fobc.'*. 
They have had three children, — Olive F. (died aged 
six years), Mary P. (married James R. Tracy, of 
Raynham, and has two children, Huldah M. and 
Louise M.), and Susan M. (married Henry J. Clarke, 
Esq., of Webster, and has one child). 

Mrs. Leach is a descendant in the seventh genera- 
tion from John Fobcs, an original proprietor of 
Bridgewater, the line being John \ Edward', John', 
Josiah*, Alpheus*, Isaac*. Isaac Fobes, born in 
1789, was a machinist and farmer. After working 
at his trade in various p1a(ies ho returned to Scot- 
land, where he died, June 22, 1855. He married, 
first, Mary, daughter of Timothy Ilayward; second, 
Olive, daughter of Edward Mitchell, and widow of 
Dr. Rufus Walker. Mr. Fobes was an intelligent 
genealogist and antiquarian, devoting much time in 
his later years to researches in that direction. He 
was a Congregationalist in religious belief, possessed 
a handsome property, and was a valued citizen. 

Mr. and Mrs. licach have been for many years 
members of Trinity Episcopal Church, Mr. Leach 
being warden for several yeare, vestryman at present, 
and one of its trustees for a long time. Col. Leach 
and his wife have during their fifty-one years of con- 
nubial felicity practiced the cardinal virtues of dili- 
gence and industry. To the outside world these 
years of their life have been uneventful, but to them 
each year has brought both sad and pleasant occur- 
rences. One of the most pleasant of these was on 
the fiftieth anniversary of their marriage (Nov. 13, 
1882), when their descendants and a large circle of 
relatives and friends gathered at the home they had 
occupied for half a century lo eelobraUj their golden 
wedding, bringing many gif\s of love and friendship. 
Another w:is the marriage in Raynham of their 
granddaughter, Huldah M. Tracy, to Rev. Winficld 



W. Hall (a Methodist Episcopal clergyman), on the 
fifty-first anniversary of their marriage (Nov. 13, 
1883). All along life*s pathway have all laudable 
charities met with a hearty response from them, and 
a generous hospitality been a characteristic of their 
home. They are now passing down the declivity of 
life with the esteem of a large circle of friends, and 
leading lives that their descendants may worthily 
emulate. 



STILLMAN 0. KBITH. 

The Keith families are descended from Robert, 
chieftain of the Calti, who, having joined Malcolm 
Second at the battle of Panbridge, in 1006, was in- 
strumental in gaining a great victory over the Danes, 
and slew with his own hand Camus, the Danish leader, 
which. King Malcolm perceiving, he dipped his spear 
into the blood and made three strokes or pales on the 
top of Robertas shield, and these have been the arms 
of his descendants. In 1010 he was advanced to the 
hereditary dignity of marshal of Scotland, and re- 
warded with a barony in Lothian, called field-marshal. 
The first American ancestor of the Keith family was 
the Rev. James Keith, who came over from Scotland 
about the year 1G62. He was educated at Aberdeen, 
but being only about eighteen years old he had not 
completed his studies when he came to Bridgewater; 
but he proved an efficient and faithful servant of the 
Jjord. lie was settled and ordained Feb. 18, 1064. 
He possessed the spirit of a Christian hero, and proved 
himself to be peculiarly qualified for the trying cir- 
cumstances under which he was placed when, twelve 
years after his settlement, Bridgewater seemed about 
to be extirpated by the savages. By his strong, cour- 
ageous spirit and teachings he inspired the people 
with the same spirit and courage, and they were suc- 
cessful in subduing their savage enemy. Rev. James 
Keith was highly esteemed throughout the colony, 
his praise was in all the churches. In the year 1688, 
when the proprietors of Bridgewater petitioned the 
General Court at Plymouth for an enlargement of 
their territory, their request was granted on this con- 
dition, showing their kind regard and estimation of 
Mr. Keith : " That the said town of Bridgewater be 
careful to accommodate Mr. Keith with a competency 
of land,** and though they had given him a house and 
twelve acres of land, they further made him a fiRy- 
sixth shareholder in the township. Rev. James 
Keith was probably the first to sound the alarm in 
regard to inlcm|>erance in this country, for even as 
early as the beginning of the seventeenth century the 
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evil showed itself. He ministered fifly-siz years over 
the same church, and died July 23, 1719, aged 
seventy-six years. 

Stillhan 0. KsiTH, son of Benjamin and Luoy 
(Fohes) Keith, was bom in Scotland, Bridgewater, 
Jan. 13, 1827. He is a descendant from llev. James 
Keith, in the seventh generation, the line being 
James*, Samuel', Benjamin', Benjamin \ Benjamin^, 
Stillman*. His father was a farmer, a quiet unosten- 
tatious man, kind and unobtrusive, industrious, and 
a good citizen, pursuing the even tenor of his way. 
His religious belief was that of the Congrcgutional- 
ists. He died Sept. 18, 1879, at the age of eighty- 
four. The children of Benjamin and Luoy (Fobes) 
Keith were Stillman, Royal, and Lucia (Mrs. Simon 
Burnett). Stillman's education was at the common 
schools. At the age of nineteen he went to learn the 
carpenter's trade with Ebenesser Shaw, of Middleboro', 
he remained there three years. In 1850, he went to 
Boston, and after working at his trade a year or two 
he entered into partnership with 0. C. Howard, by 
whom he had been employed. They erected several 
buildings and stores, and continued together doing a 



good business, until his health failed, when he re- 
turned to Scotland, where he remains to this day, oc- 
cupying a portion of his father's farm. Sinoo his 
return to this place he has dealt in real estate quite 
largely, owning and renting several stores and tene- 
ments in Brockton. 

On Dec. 29, 1856, Mr. Keith married Clara W., 
daughter of Col. Oliver and Diana (Eaton) Eaton, of 
Middleboro'. Mrs. Keith comes also of an early and 
prominent New England family, and her father has, 
during a long life of over eighty years, filled honestly 
and satisfactorily important public trusts. Both her 
parents are still living in North Middleboro', at very 
advanced ages, cherished and beloved by all who 
know them. 

Mr. Keith is a pleasant, social companion, retiring 
and unassuming, possesses good taste, evidenced bj 
the attractiveness of his home and its surroundings. 
He is prized by his townsmen as a good dtiiEen, pub- 
lic-spirited, and industrious. He takes no part in 
politics, other than to support with his vote the Re- 
publican party. Devoting himself to business, he has 
acquired a handsome competency. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Topogrnphy of iho Town — Riv^ors — Ponds — Indians — First 
Settlers — Incorporation of the East Precinct — Vlllnges and 
Localities — Elinwood Village— Bearer Village — Satueket — 
North villc — Eastvillo— Curtisvillo — Matfiold — A uburn villc 
— Post-Offloes — Tax-payers, 1729 — Assessment for 1757 — As- 
sessment for 1778. 

Topography of the Town. — East Bridgewater is 
situated in the northwest part of Plyinouth County ; 
latitude 42^ r 8"; longitude 70° 57' 29". The 
township, seventeen miles from Plymouth and twenty- 
five miles from Boston, is nearly square. From the 
most northwesterly point to the extreme southeast cor- 
ner it is six miles, the centre of its territory, in a 
direct line from north to south and from east to west, 
being two miles from the borders of the town. Pre- 
vious to the incorporation of South Abington, in 
1875, and the annexation of a part of East Bridge- 
water to Brockton, the same year, it contained eighteen 
and one-seventh square miles. It« present limits em- 
brace somewhat more than sixteen square miles. 

The town of East Bridgewater, the original territo- 
rial centre of Bridgewater at the time of the purchase 
of Bridgewater from the Indians, was incorporated 
June 14, 1823. Though its incorporation as a town 
is of a comparatively recent date, it was settled as 
early as 1660. 

The town is generally level, with no high hills, but 
several tracts of elevated land. 

Rivers. — There are several rivers and brooks, which 
furnish considerable water-power. The lowlands are 
naturally very productive, and with care yield abund- 
ant harvests. Of the rivers, the principal ones are 
the Satueket, in the southeasterly part, and the Mat- 
field (named from an Indian who once lived near it), 
not far from the westerly side of the town. These 
two rivcrH unite at the south point of the " Whitman 
Neck,*' and, passing into Bridgewater, join there with 
Town River and form Taunton River. The Satueket 

River rises in the northeast part of Halifax, flows 
63 



through Monponset and Stump Ponds io Halifax, 
and Robin's Pond in East Bridgewater, reooives 
Poor Meadow River, rising in the northwesterly part 
of Hanson, and flows southwest, increased by Black 
Brook, whose course is directly south. 

Matfield River, formerly called John's River (so 
named from John Howard, who onoe lived io Elm- 
wood), is formed by the union of Salisbury River, 
which rises in Stoughton and passes through Brook- 
ton into East Bridgewater on the west border, Beaver 
Brook, which rises in Holbrook, flows through Brock- 
ton, and enters East Bridgewater near its extreme 
northerly point, and Snell Meadow Brook, which, 
rising in Abington and flowing through South Abing- 
ton. enters East Bridgewater on the north side. 

Ponds. — In the southeast corner of the town, near 
Halifax, is a lake called " Robin's Pond." It is a 
fine sheet of water covering about a hundred and 
twenty-five acres. A little north of the centre of the 
pond is a small island, which, with an abundance of 
trees and vines, is a favorite resort of pleasure parties, 
who in the mild season come in great numbers to 
enjoy this cool retreat. One circumstance oonneoted 
with this body of water is worth mention. Ever 
since the first visit to it by a white man, and from 
what could be learned by tradition from the Indians, 
although many people have been attracted hither in 
summer, and in winter also, until a very recent date, 
it is not known that any person ever was drowned in 
it. At a picnic on the island, July 19, 1882, a severe 
tempest occurred. Frank B. Howard, of West Bridge- 
water, aged twenty-nine years, was sailing in a boat 
with several companions, when the boom swinging 
round struck him on the head and knocked him into 
the water. The blow was so violent that he was ren- 
dered sen.<ielcss, and in a few moments sank. The 
body was not recovered till seven hours afterwards. 
This is the only instance known of a death by drown- / ^ 
ing in this pond. 

Formerly the number of alewivee, or herring, t^at 
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paased up Satucket River and spawned in Robin's 
Pond was very large. Shad seemed to prefer Mat- 
field River, and a shad weir was located on that 
stream, not far from the bridge of the Bridgewutcr 
Branch Railroad. The herring weir on Satucket 
River, built bj the aborigines, perhaps hundreds of 
years ago, still remuns much the same as when the 
last Indian placed his net to catch the nimble fish as 
they darted along through the stony sluice, which 
might well be called a riuui-vxiif. For luoro than 
two hundred years, since the erection and running of 
mills, this perhaps only surviving structure here- 
abouts, built by the dusky owners of the soil, has been 
out of sight, except as when the water of the stream 
was drawn off for a short time in the spring of each 
year to permit the herring to ptii« up and down the 
stream, or repairs or building operations might re- 
quire the water of the pond to be let off. Since 
1819 mills have not been stopped on account of the 
fisheries, and herring have nearly ceased their visits 
in this vicinity, and the Indians* Dam has seldom 
been visible. 

Indians. — ^The name Saughtuckquctt (or Satucket, 
as it is now spelt), applied to this territory, appears to 
signify *' the place where rivers meet.*' Relics of 
Indian handicraft have from time to time been dis- 
covered in digging cellars or plowing the land. Ar- 
row-heads, axes, hatchets, mortars, pestles, etc., have 
been found near Robin's Pond, on Wonnocooto Hill, 
where the deed of land sold by the Indians was 
aigned, and particularly on lands along the rivers. 
On the north bank of Snell Meadow Brook there ap- 
pears to have been an especial place for the manu- 
facture of Indian implements. Near Robin's Pond 
is a small hill, now covered with forest-trees, which 
was once the general burial-ground of the natives 
here, but skeletons of Indians have occasionally been 
exhumed in other parts of the town. About thirty 
rods north of the ancient weir is a piece of ground 
now covered with trees, which once was a cleared 
place, where the Indians apparently used to engage 
in their festivities. 

In the Revolutionary war several of the Indians of 
this town served in the Continental army. One of 
them, Robert Pegin, died in 1815. IIo was the last 
full-blooded Indian who has died here. The last 
marriages of Indians in this town occurred Jan. 1, 
1830. The nuptials took place in the parlor of the 
dwelling-house of the late Mr. Ezra Aldeii. The 
writer, then a pupil of the late Rev. Baalis Sanford, 
was present, and witnessed the ceremonies. Of the 
happy couples united on this occasion, one was Isaac 
Wood, son of Samuel Wood, a Revolutionary soldier, 



and Lucy Sepit The other, Joseph A. Sisar (black) 
and Susanna S. Wood, a sister of Isaac W004I. The 
last of the aboriginal race hero, at or near the dooo of 
18-13, had either died or rcmovctl from town. 

First Settlers.— The first white settler in Kii«t 
Bridge water appears to have been Samuel Allen, Jr., 
who came from East Braintree as early as 1600, and 
erected a house on the east side of Matfield River, near 
where the Bridgewater Branch Railroad crosses that 
stream. lie was the soooiid town cl<;rk of Britl^c- 
water from 1683 to 1702, and a deacon of the church. 
His large landed estate extended from Matfield River 
to and included the greater part of the Centre Village, 
the burial-ground, the common, and the plain. Bd- 
8i(^n Josiah Standish is said to have resided in E^ast 
Bridgewater a few years following its Hcttlcincnt. If 
so, he may have lived in the same house with Samuel 
Allen, who was his brother-in-law. 

In 1 662, Nicholas Byram arrived here from Wey- 
mouth, and built a house near Snell Meadow Brook, 
where Jotham Hicks now lives. This spot was • in 
later times known as " the Capt Whitman place,*' 
Capt. Isaac Whitman having resided there maiij 
years. Mr. Byram had five shares of the whole fi fly- 
six into which the town of Bridgewater was dividcMl, 
making an estate larger than that of any other pro- 
prietor. 

The same year (1662) Thomas Whitman came from 
Weymouth. He was born in England about 1629, 
was a son of John Whitman, who settled, lived, and 
died in Weymouth, and son-in-law of Nicholas Byram, 
whose daughter, Abigail, he had married in 1656. 
His first house, it has been said, was built a few rode 
south of where Irving Bates now lives, near Matfield 
River. Thb house was burned by the Indians, and 
he built another near Satucket River, on land a little 
south of Clark Swallow's residence. It is not fully 
decided whether the first house was really near Mat- 
field or Satucket River. The late Dt^icon Josiah 
Whitman, a descendant of Thomas, assured me it was 
on Matfield River. 

Thomas Whitman died in 1712, having lived fif\y 
years in East Bridgewater. He built another hou5ie, 
whether second or third, where Clark Swallow now 
lives. lie had a largo estate, most of it in the form 
of a triangle, between Satucket and Matfield Rivcnt. 

The fourth settler was Robert Latham, who cauie 
from Marshfield about 1663, and built a house near 
Satucket River, directly south of the herring weir. 
He was an enterprising man (had in Marshfield held 
the important ofiice of constable), and soon after set- 
tling here erected a saw-mill on Satucket River, a few 
^ rods below the weir. 
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The next wttlcr wn« Williftni Brett. Tie was son 
of Elder William Brett, of Wo8t Bridgcwater 
(wbetber he was bom in England or in Duxbury is not 
known), was a deacon of the church and a valuable 
citizen. His house was near where Spring Street 
and Joseph M. Loucrofl*s brick-yard now are. 

Of the first five houses thus far mentioned, that of 
Robert Latham was burned by the Indians on Sun- 
day, April 9, 1676. Three other houses were, ac- 
cording to tradition, burned in the course of King 
Philip's war, all probably some time previous to the 
close of 1676. The only one not burned was that 
of Nicholas Byram. The Indians gave as a reason 
for their not burning his house that he had been 
kind to them and given them cider. Mr. Byram had, 
perhaps, the first orchard in this town, and the In- 
dians were not slow to appreciate the value of apples 
turned to such an account. 

King Philip's war brought great distress upon the 
people here, but soon after Philip's death, which oc- 
curred Aug. 12, 1676, the tide of affairs began to 
turn ; new houses took the places of those destroyed ; 
additional dwellings were erected ; and good cheer 
came in the form of money contributed by Christian 
friends in Ireland ; ** the good ship, the ^ Kath- 
erine,* of Dublin," having been dispatched from the 
Emerald Isle to bring aid to the distressed colonists. 

Immigrants from various places soon began to settle 
here. Experience Mitchell, who had landed in 
Plymouth in 1623, one of the passengers in the third 
ship, the ** Ann,*' and resided several years in Dux- 
bury, came to East Bridgewater about 1 680, and with 
his son, Edward Mitchell, built a house in what was 
for many years named Joppa (now Elmwood). Jon- 
athan Hill came from Dorchester some time before 
1685, and erected a dwelling in Elmwood, a few rods 
south of the Bridgewater Branch Railroad bridge 
over Matfield River. 

Isiinc Harris, son of Arthur Hams, who was one 
of the original proprietors of Bridgewater, came with 
his sons, Isaac and Samuel Harris, perhaps as early 
as 1680, and settled on the north side of Satucket 
River, near the herring weir. 

Francis and James Cary, sons of John Cary, the 
first town clerk of Bridgewater, settled here about 
1685, Francis on the west side of Matfield River, in 
Elmwood, James in Beaver. 

Isaac Alden settled here about 1685. He owned 
a large tract of land near Beaver Brook, and ereetiod 
a house where Daniel N. and John Reed now live. 
The same year or earlier John Howard, Jr., settled 
in Elmwood. He lived on the Deacon Keen place. 

Joseph Shaw came from Weymouth, settled in 



Beaver about 1 606, and built on Matfield River the 
first grist-mill in East Bridgewater. This water- 
privilege has ever since been known as Shaw's Mills. 
Jeremiah Newland lived some time before 1700 " on 
the eastward end of the Great Plain." 

Joseph Washburn was settled in East Bridgewater 
soon after King Philip's war in what is now called 
Satucket, and was the ancestor of some, if. not all, of 
the Washburns of Kingston and Plymouth ; also of 
the Washburns of Worcester, famed for their success 
in iron manufactures. 

Elisha Hayward and Nathan Hayward settled in 
Elmwood at an early date. 

Thus fur have been mentioned the names of a part 
of the settlers in East Bridgewater prior to 1700. 

The East Precinct or Parish of Bridgewater was 
incorporated in 1723. The names of the petitioners 
for an act of incorporation it has been impossible to 
find. 

Incorporation of the East Preoinot. — When 
that [K)rtion of Bridgewater now known as East 
Bridgewater voted to petition to be set off as a sepa- 
rate precinct, the Legislature chose a committee to 
inquire into the position and propriety of the same. 
What the petition was we have not been able to find 
out, but we give the doings of the Legislature, as 
follows, viz. : 

" In Council road a first liinr. 

" A Potition of the InbabiUnU of the Kasi Bnd of the North 
Precinct in Itridgowatcr, showing that it was voted in the said 
Nortli PrtHsinct that tlioy should bo set off a soparato Preoinot 
when they shonl^I bo able to maintain a minister, whioh vote, 
they apprehend, was countenanced, if not oonfirmed, by the 
General Court. That they now look upon themselves oapable 
of giving an Honorable Support to a Minister, and therefore 
praying that they may be set off by a straight line mnning 
throngh the centre of the s' North Preeinot, and that Thirteen 
families of the South Precinct may be added to them. 

" In the House of Representatives, Read and Ordered, that 
the North and South Precincts of the said Town be served with 
a copy of this petition, Ac. ; and that they may shew reason, if 
any tliey have, why the prayer thereof should not be granted, 
on the third Wednesday of May Sessions. 

"In Council Read and Concurred. Consented to Dee. 22, 
1722." 

" The Petition of y« Inhabitants of the Bast End of the North 
Precinct in Rridgcwater (as entered Dee. 22d, 1722), with the 
answers of the other part of tlie North Preoinot and of the 
South Preoinot were Read and fully considered, and the follow- 
ing Vote passed thereon, vis. : 

" In Council : Ordered that Isaac Winslow and Samuel Thaz- 
ter, Ksq., with such as the Hon^** House of Representatives 
shall appoint, be a Committee to repair to Bridgewater in the 
rcoosR of the diurt and hear the pliMis and nllegationi of all 
l*arties, and view the Town and oonsidor tlie situation and oir- 
onmstnnces of the several parts thereof, and make report 
whether thoy judge it reasonable that the Bast end of the 
North Precinct be set oflf as a separate Preeinot, and, if so, 
whether any or all of the Thirteen or Fourteen Families prayed 
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for from the South Precinct ought to be added to them, and by 
what linei the said Bait part sliould be ict oflf, tho ohargo to lie 
paid by the Inhabitants of the East end of the North Precinct, 
who are the petitioners. In the House of Representatives, 
Read and Concurred, and ordered that Josiali Cotton, Isaac 
Little, and John Qnincy, Esq., t>e added to the Committee for 
the end and purposes above. 

''June 13th, 1728. Consentod to. Wm. Dummkr." 

'' Isaac Winslow, Esq., from a Committee of Both Houses, 
gave in the following Report as to a New Precinct in the Town 
of Bridgewater, vis. : 

** In obedience to an Order of the Qenoral Court, bearing date 
June 13tb, 1723, the Committee appointed to repair to Bridge- 
water, and hear the pleas and allegations of all parties, and 
view the Town, and oonsider the situation and circumstances of 
the several parts thereof, and make report whether they judge 
it reasonable that the East end of the North Precinct be set 
off as a separate Precinct, and if so, whether any or all of the 
thirteen or fourteen families pmyed for from the South Precinct 
ought to be added to them, and by what lines or bounds the 
said East Precinct should be set off. 

" Having accordingly met together at Bridgowator aforesaid 
on the 8th of July, 1723, in performed the service aforesaid, are 
humbly of opinion that the East end of the North Precinct be 
set off as a separate Precinct, when they have procured a Con- 
stant, Learned, and Orthodox Minister among them, and that 
the dividing line between the East A West Precinct, be a North 
A South Line from the Centre, and that nine of tho thirteen or 
fourteen families prayed for from the South Precinct — vix., tho 
Families of Barnabas Soabury, Thomas Latham, (.'liarlcs 
Latham, Nicholas Wailo, Nutlianiol llarUiug, Thomas 1lo«)|iur, 
Wm. Conant,^ Isaac Lasoll,and Joseph Washburn (six of which 
have signed with the petitioners) — be set off to the said East 
Precinct, and that the great road which leads from Plymouth 
to the Town of Bridgewater be the dividing line between the 
South and East Precincts, and that they be freed from bearing 
any charge in the South Precinct. 

'' Isaac Winslow, pr order of the Couiiiiittce. 

" In Council Read in Accepted, ifc ordered that the East End 
of the North Precinct of Bridgewater t>e set off a distinct 
Precinct accordingly. In the House of Representatives Read 
A Concurred, Deo. 14 th, 1723. 

** Consented to, William Dummsb." 

Villages and Localities. — East Bridgewater con- 
taiDS a number of villages or hamlets ; the principal 
one — often called East Bridgewater or East Bridge- 
water Village, sometimes the Old Village — is near the 
centre of the town. Here are located three houses of 
worship, — the Unitarian, Methodist, and Roman 
Catholic, — the town hall, high school, post-office, the 
railroad station of the Bridgewater Branch, the 
savings-bunk, stores, iron-foundry, etc. 

Elmwood Village (formerly Joppa), in the south- 
west corner of the town, has a post-office of its own, 
and lies on the road to Bridgewater. There are the 
New Jerusalem Church, stores, and shoo mnnufuo- 
tories. The Elmwood Station of the Branch Hail- 
road is at the crossing of West Street, near the house 
of Henry Hill. A little further westward, on the 
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same street, is the Bast and West Bridgewater Station 
of the Old Colony and Newport llailroad. A few 
rods from Uie depot is the stone which marks the spot 
where once stood tlie CciUre Trea^ indicating tho oootro 
of the ancient town of Bridgewater. Near this sta- 
tion, where a few years ago was but one house, ia a 
rapidly-growing little villt^^c. 

Beaver Village, in the northwest part of the 
town, derives its name from the fact that the stream 
running through it once abounded in beavers, tlie 
remnants of their industry having been visible in 
recent years. 

Satucket, in the south part of the town, contuna 
on one side, not far from the E. Carver Gin-Worka, 
the hill on which the territory of Bridgewater was 
purchased of the Indians. 

NorthviUe, in the northeast part of the town, was 
formerly called the Northeast School District, where 
a few years ago was the first Methodist house of wor- 
ship in the town. 

Eastville is in the east part of the town, as the 
name implies. It is in the centre of the east part. 

Curtisyille, in the southeasterly part of the towD, 
near Hanson and llalifux, was named from Siiiieon 
CurtiM, a rc8p<H;lc4l rc^^idoiit, who died llu^ru in IH(>4. 

Matfield is mostly on that part of Pleasant Street 
north of the Union meeting-house, and includes a 
part of West Bridgewater where are the Matfield 
post-office and railway-station of the Old Colony and 
Newport llailroad. 

Aabamville (formerly called West Crook), a 
school district in the north part of the town bordering 
on Abington, received its new name in 1873. On the 
incorporation of the town of South Abington, in 
1875, a large part of the district was set off to the 
new town. The remainder of the territory is still a 
part of East Bridgewater. 

Each of the above-mentioned localities has its dis- 
trict school or schools, except Matfield. Tho chil- 
dren of the East Bridgewater part of Matfield attend 
the Beaver schools. 

Post-Offlces. — The first post-office in the old town 
of Bridgewater was established in the East Parish of 
Bridgewater, in November, 1799, and denominated 
the " Bridgewater Post-Office." Nahum Mitchell, 
Esq. (afterwards Judge Mitchell), was appointed tho 
Grst postmaster. The ])08t-office was kept in his law- 
office. Prior to 1799 there were but four post-offioes 
in the county of Plymouth, and in the United States 
but six hundred and thirty-nine. Dr. Cornell, the 
mail-carrier, went on horseback carrying the mail from 
Boston to Bristol, 11. I., once in a week. Thursday 
was the regular day for him to appear at the post- 
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office in this village, but somciimcs he did not arrive 
till the following Sunday. Before the office hero 
began operations, people were accustomed to go to 
Weymouth for their letters. For the first few years 
the number of newspapers taken here was small, and 
the amount of business done through the mail was 
very little. 

Mr. Mitchell appears to have continued in office till 
December, 1803, when Asa Mitchell was appointed 
postmaster. 

John M. Goodwin became postmaster April 20, 
1808. 

Silvauus L. Mitchell became postmaster July 1, 
1818. 

On the 30tli of November, 1831, the name of the 
office was changed from Bridgewater to East Bridge- 
water. 

Silvanus L. Mitchell was appointed postmaster, 
Nov. 30, 1831 ; Aaron Hobart (afterwards Judge 
Hobnrt), Feb. 4, 1835; Hector O. A. Orr, March 
31, 1836; Benjamin Watson Keith, July 1,1861, 
and is the present incumbent. 

The post-office in Northvillo Village was estab- 
lished Jan. 28, 1839, and Moses Bates, Jr., was 
appointed postmaster at the same date. John Wood- 
bridge Jenkins was appointed postmaster Sept. 1, 
1841. This office was discontinued March 7, 1844. 

The post-office in Joppa (now Ehnwood Village) 
was cRlnblishod July 1, 1861, and Warren K. Church- 
ill ap]K)intcd postmaster at the same time. He still 
holds the ]M>Hition. 

Tax-payers, 1729. — In order that the reader may 
get an idea of who the residents of the precinct 
were at an early date, we append a list of tax- payers' 
names for 1729, as follows : 

List of tAZ-payers in the East Precinct of Bridge- 
water, who resided to the west of the meeting-house 
in 1729: 

Per- 
Polli. B«al. soiiftl. ToUI. 

«. d. «. d. «. ff. «. d, 

Samnel Allen 3 6 I 9 12 OS 06 

NehemiAh Allen 10 1 11 11 04 09 

Nieholas Wliitman 7 .1 5 9 09 02 

Widow Alden 6 00 05 

.Joninli Dymin 19 1 9 0.3 03 00 

John Gary I I 2 6 03 04 

KInnthnn nositetl A Snintiol 

BeAl 3 6 8 8 04 10 

Ebenoxer Alden 3 6 I 4 8 05 06 

leaao Aldon 1 9 8 1 02 00 

.John Alden 19 8 3 02 03 

Dottcon Jaincs Cnry 3 1 7 06 01 

Deaoon HecotnpenM Gary 10 1 3 03 06 

JatnrtSnoir 10 11 6 03 01 

Widow Sliaw 1 .1 3 01 06 

Saiiiiiol Kdi«on Ml 8 03 02 

Timothy K<Uon 1 7 6 02 09 

John (lillnior A Robert (lill- 

mor 3 6 1 4 8 06 06 

Ebenever Hill o.... 19 4 6 06 06 

Enf. Bpbraim Gary 3 6 1 9 7 06 10 



Per- 
Polto. Real, eunal. Total. 

9, d, t^ d. §, d, $m d. 

Gain Robinson 1 9 1 4 8 03 09 

Tboma« Washburn 3 4 00 07 

John Orcntt. I 9 1 6 9 04 00 

IsaaoRnow 19 6 3 02 06 

John Whitman 1 U 2 01 11 

Jonathan Rass 10 9 12 03 08 

James Barret 10 I 4 02 02 

Widow Sarah llayward 3 6 6 3 04 08 

Nathaniel llayward A Timo- 
thy llayward 3 6 I 7 7 06 08 

Joseph Ryram 10 8 7 02 07 

John Johnson 19 4 6 02 07 

Ghristophor Askins I 1 01 10 

David Qillmor 19 01 09 

EbeneierShaw 1 9 2 01 11 

Joseph Bhaw I 9 6 4 02 06 

Thomas Whitman 1 9 1 6 2 02 06 

Jonathan Snow 19 1 2 '02 00 

Matthew Allen, Jr 1 9 1 01 10 

Khonoxor Whilmareh 2 06 02 

Uiohard Whitmamh 2 00 02 

Thomas White 6 00 06 

Gollonall Lathrop 2 00 02 

Gapt. Lowron 2 00 02 

Robert Askins 1 9 1 01 10 

Thomas Whitmarsh 2 00 02 

" This Bill of assessment for Defraying Goonty Gharges, to b« 
collected by EbonoKor Alden, was made Bridgewater December 
16th, Anno Dom. 1729. 

"JosBPH Edsoit, 
"GniLTON Latham, 
"Nbhbmiah Washburh, 
" A99e99or9 of jfs town of Bridgtwater," 

The above list of tax-payers belonged to that part 
of the parish located west of the meeting-house. 
The names of the males above mentioned taxed for 
real cslalo only were those of non-residents. 

List of tax-payers in the East Precinct of Bridge- 
water, in 172!), who resided to the east of the meet- 
ing-house : 

Ebenezer Allen. Samoel Harris. 

Elisha Allen. Thomas Hooper. 

Joslah Allen. Daniel Hudson, Jr. 

John Alden. John Johnson. 

Samnel Reals. Ghilton Latham. 

Moses Risbeo. James Latham. 

Josiah Ryram. Gharles Latham. 

Ebenexer Ryram. Joseph Latham. 

John Gary. Thomas Latham. 

William Gonant. Isaao Lasell. 

David Gonant. Theodosins Moore. 

Samuel Dawes. Dav^id Pratt. 

William Davenport. John Pryor. 

Dennis Egerton. Thomas Records. 

Matthew Gannett Rarnabas Seabury. 

Joseph Gannett. BbencKer Sanders. 

Nathaniel Harden. Thomas Snell. 

Renjamin Hayward. John Trask. 

John Holroan. Nicholas Wade. 

John Ilanmer. Joseph Washburn. 

Isaao Harris. Josiah Winslow. 

Assessment for 1767. — The list of assessments to 
defray the necessary charges arising in the East Pre- 
cinct in Bridgewater, together with the Rev. John 
Angier*» salary, and is to be collected by Zacharias 
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Shaw, ooDstable, made by us, the subscribers, this 9th 
day of December Anno Domini 1757. Signed, Eben- 
eser Aldon, Thomas WhitmaQ, John Orcutt, asscssom. 



DtMon 8«th AUmi. 

SnalfB lUttti«w AUmi. 

Ihmm AUmi. 

Mtolut Alton. 

JoMttbMi Atton. 

KbenM*r Alden. 

iMMAUton. 

John AldM. 

Immo Aldton, Jr. 

Joiuttluui Ald«n. 

Widow Bajto and JanaL 

Widow BmI. 

NaUum Boat 

Danial Deal. 

JoDatbao BaaL 

BanjamiD Baal. 

Liaut. JooattiaB Ban. , 

JaiM Byram. 

David Bdion. 

Bai^amlo Bjrran. 

Xphraini 0»rjr, Jr. 

Deacon Jaa. Gbry and Barril. 

Deacon BecompenM Gary. 

John Gary. 

Ichabod Oaiy. 

Zebu Ion Gary. 

John BarrlL 

Henry Gary. 

Samuel and Nathaniel Unn. 

Joaepli Kdtfon, Jr. 

Jamea Xdion. 

John Kgerton. 

llraekiali Sgarton. 

Perkine Gurney. 

Ibeneier Hill. 

Jacob HilL 

Kleaaer Hill. 

William Hearaey, Jr. 

Joeeph Keith. 

Joeeph Keith, Jr. 

Jamee Keith. 

David Keith. 



Lieut David Kingman. 
Jamei Lovel. 
Gapt. Sdward Mitchell. 
Hugh Orr. 
Jonathan Perkina. 
Samuel Porter. 
Samuel Porter, Jr. 
Joeeph Porter. 
Sbeneser Porter. 
Joahua Pool. 
Micah Pool. 
Joaeph Bobenon. 
Joeeph Shaw. 
Sbeneser Shaw. 
Zachariaa Shaw. 
Widow Mary Whitman. 
Widow Kliiabeth Whitman. 
Oapt. Tbomaa Whitman. 
John Whitman. 
David Whitman. 
Kleaaer Whitman. 
Peter Whitman. 
Nicholaa Wliitman. 
Jacob Whitman. 
Samuel Whitman. 
Joeeph Weiley. 
Kbeneter Whitman. 
Abner Kingman. 
John WhltniiiM, Jr. 
Juuatliau Orcutt. 
John Kfith. 
Khoueaiir illll, Jr. 
William Gorbit. 
Theophflua Byram. 
Jonathan Snow. 
John McWhorter. 
Nathan Whitman. 
MIoah French. 
John Price. 
John llagau. 
John llanmore. 



Assessments for 1778. — A list of assessment for 
the defraying the town and county charge for the 
year past, to be collected by Josiah Johnson, consta- 
ble, and was made by us Jan. 24, 1778. Signed by 
David Kingman, Eleazer Cary, Josiah Richards, as- 
sessors for the town of Bridgowator. 



Oipl. Matthew Allen. 
Ckpt Natlian Alden. 
laaao Allen. 
Sara Allen. 
Nathan Alden, Jr. 
leaao Allen, Jr. 
Jonathan Alden. 
Simeon Alden. 
Iiaao Alden. 
Ebeneaer Biabee. 
John BialMO. 
Kbeueaor Ulahea, Jr. 
Jonathan Beall. 
Aaariah Beall. 
Joeeph Beall. 
Mayhew Belcher. 
JeiM Byram. 
Joeiah Byram. 
Baqjamln Byram. 
' John Bruwn. 
Job 



WillUm Barril. 

Knaign Joahua Barril. 

Joeeph Bolton. 

Lieut. Kphraim Gary. 

Kphraliii Gary, Jr. 

Daniel Gary. 

Joaeph Craoch. 

KbeneMr Drake. 

Sainuul and Nuthttiilul K<Um)U. 

John Kdaon. 

Perkina Gurney. 

Jacob UiU. 

Kleaaer Hill. 

Hoxokiuh Hill. 

Jacob Hill, Jr. 

William Herifey. 

Solumon Heraoy. 

WilllttUi iioraoy, Jr. 

Joalah Juhiiauu. 

Robert Jnmeraon. 

William Johnaou. 
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Tlinmiifi Rnmrl. 
\VI«l«>w llnrj llmiMullo. 
Incrowie BobliiMon. 
WIimIow Rlchardton. 
KlUith Smith. 
Janips Rhaw. 
Aiithfiny RhiHirtnAii. 
I'oljrnriMia Hiicll. 
Barnaliua Snell. 
John Smith. 
Widow Sarah StatMtn. 



Willow Ablah Taylor. 
Jonathan Whilnmii. 
Seth Whitman & Son. 
Oliver Waihbiirn. 
Jamea Wade. 
NIoolaa Wad*. 
Robert Wa«lo. 
Araua Whitman. 
Kbeneier Whitman, Jr. 
.Fohn Yonng. 
Robert Toung. 



SBLEGTMBN OF THE BAST PARISH OF DRTDOB- 

WATBR. 
Samuel Allen, 1724. 

Chilton Latham, 1725, '26, '27, '28, '29, '30, '31, '32, '38, '34. 

Deftcon Reeompenfo Gary, 1735, '30, '^7, '38, '39, '40, '41, '42, 

'4.^, '44, '46, '40, '47, '48, '49, '50, '68, '52, '53, '54, '65, '60. 
Capt. Thomas Whitman, 1757, '58, '59, '00, *61, '02, '03, '04, 

'O.'i, '06. 
(?»pt. Kilwaril Mil^holl, 1707, '08, '09, '70, 71, 72, 7:J. 
Lieut. Ephmim Gary, 1774, 75, '70, '77. 
Deacon Nathaniel Bdson, 1778, '79, '80, '81, '82, '83. 
Capt. EHiha Mitchell, 1784, '85, '80, '87, '88, '89. 
Deacon John Whitman, 1790, '91, '92, '93. 
Jamos Thomas, 1794, '95. 
Nahinn Mitohcll, 1706, *97, '98, '99, 1800. 
Capt. Bxra Kingman, 1801, '02, '03, '04, 'Of*, 00, '07, '08, '09, 

•10, '11, '12, '1.1, 'll, '1ft, '10, '17, 18, '19, '20. 
Alfred Whitman, 1821, '22, '23. 

GLBRKS OF THB EAST PARISH OF BRIDGBWATBR. 

£b«neMr Byram, 1724, '25, '20, '27, '28, '29. 

Ebonexcr Aldon, 1730, '31. 

Jamea Gary, 1732, '.33, '34, '35, '36, '37, '38, '.39, '40, '41, '42, 

'43, '44, '45, '40, '47, '48, '49, '60. 
Seth Allen, 1751, '52, '53, '54, '56. '60, '57, '68, '69. 
John Orcutt, 1760, '01, '02, '03, '04. 
David Kingman, Jr., 1705. 
Nathaniel Ednon, 1700, '07, '08, '69, '70, '71, '72, '73, 74, 75, 

70, '77. 
David Kingman, 1778, 79, '80, '81, '82, '83, '84, '86, '80, '87, 

'88, '89, '90, '91, '92, '93, '94, '96. 
Nahum Mitchell, 1790, '97, '98. 
Bsra Kingman, 1799, 1800, '01, '02, '03, '04, '05, '00, '07, '08, 

'09, '10, 'II, '12, '1.3, '14, '16, '10, '17, '18, '10, '20, '21, '22. 
Rartholomow llrown, 1823. 

TRKASURBllS OF THE EAST PARISH OF nilllXIE- 

. WATER. 

David Kingman, 1747. 



Sanuiol Allen, 1721. 
Nchemiah Allen, 1725. 
Jonathan Baas, 1726. 
Chilton Latham, 1727. 
Ebenezer Alden, 1728. 
Isaac Harris, 1729, '30, '31. 
Lieut Kbenoxer Bjram, 1732. 
Samnol Edson, 1733. 
John Orcutt, 1731. 
Thomas Whitman, 1735. 
Gliarles Latham, 1730. 
Joseph Keith, 1737. 
John Gary, 1738. 
Joseph Gannett, 1739. 
Cornet Kauiuol Heals, 1740. 
Capt. John Holmtin, 1741. 
MiUthfw Alien, Jr., 1712. 
Seth Allen, 1743, '44, '46. 
Edward Mitchell, 1740. 



Joshua Pratt, 1748. 
Ephraim Gary, 1740. 
David Hill, 1750. 
Daniel Hudson, 1751. 
Jonathan Bass, 1762. 
Hugh Orr, 1763. 
Jesse Byram, 1764. 
Capt. Tliomns Whitman, 1766, 

'50, '67, '68, '59, '60, '01, '02, 

'03, '04, '06. 
Ensign Joseph Keith, 1700, 

'07, '68, '69, '70, '71, '72, '73. 
David Kingman, 1774, '75, 

'70. 
William Snell, 1777. 
David Kingman, 1778,79. 
Ephraim Gary, Jr., 1780. 
Capt. Blisha Mitchell, 1781. 



Nathan Whitman, 1782. 
Davia Kingman, 1783, '84, 

'85, '80, '87. 
Deacon John Whitman, 1788, 

'89. 
David Kingman, 1790. 
Gapl. Isaac Whitman, 1791, 

'92. 
David Kingman, 179.3, '94, '95. 
Isaac Whitman, 1790, '97, '98, 

'99. 



Bira Kingman, 1800, '01, '02, 

'0.3, '04, '05, '06. 
Nahum Mitchell, 1807,' 08, '09, 

'10, '11, '12. 
Deacon William Harris, 1813, 

'14, '16, '10, '17, '18. 
Gushing Mitchell, Jr., 1819. 
William Harris, Jr., 1820. 
Cushing Mitchell, Jr., 1821, 

'22, '23. 



CHAPTER 11. 



First Church in East Bridgewater — First Meeting' House— > 
East Parish or Bridgewater — Original Church Members — 
Second Mooting-House — Rev. John Angier — Rev. Samuel 
Angier — Third Meetlng-House — Rev. James Hunt — Rev. 
Benjamin Fessendeu — Rev. John A.Williams — Rev. Elipha- 
let P. Grafts — Rev. Samuel Adams Devens — Rev. George A. 
Williams — Rev. Ira Henry Thomas Blanchard — Rev. Na- 
thaniel Whitman — Rev. Joseph Hobson Phipps — Rev. Silas 
Farrington— Rev. Francis Charles Williams — Rev. John Wil- 

' liams Quinly — Deacons of the First Church. 

First Church in East Bridgewater. — Oo the 
28t1i of October, 1724, a church was gathered in the 
east part of Bridgewater, now the town of Bast Bridge- 
water, and Rev. John Angier, son of Rev. Samuel 
Angier, of Rehoboth, was ordained, according to Con- 
grcgational usage, its pastor. For sixty years the 
dwellers here had worshiped in the meeting-house at 
West Bridgewater, which the greater part of that 
time had been the only meeting-house in the whole of 
Bridgewater, but the distance which many were 
obliged to travel was so great that it became very de- 
sirable to have a place of worship much nearer. The 
number of people here was not large. No exact cen- 
sus luiH been obtained, but from a tax-list of 1729, and 
an enumeration of families, the number may have 
been three hundred and twenty-five. Some time prior 
to the establishment of the ministry, or the incorpora- 
tion of a parish in this part of the old town, the in- 
habitants with their slender means had erected a 
meeting-house on the spot where the present first 
parisli meeting-house stands. * According to a diary 
kept by Deacon James Cary, the house was raised on 
tho 15th of March, 1721. The land on which it was 
placed was owned by Samuel Allen, son of Samuel 
Allen the first settler here, who, on the 23d of the 
following May, as the deed of the land declares, ** for 
and in consideration of the regard he hath for settling 
tho Ministry in tiio oast end of tho North Precinct 
in Bridgewater, doth give, grant, make over, convoy, 
and confirm unto tho said cast end of the North 
Precinct (designing with submission to the authority 
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to be a distlDOt precinct), to their proper use, behoof, 
and diaposal, a certain small piece of land lying in 
Bridgewater aforesaid, on which the frame of a meet- 
ing-hoose nearly erected, in said Precinct, now stand- 
eth, for convenienoy aboot said meeting-house, eta" 

East Parish of Bridgewater (now the First 
Parish of East Bridgewater).— The East Pre- 
cinct or Parish of Bridgewater was incorporated 
by the Oeneral Court of the Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay, Dec. 14, 1723, and the first meeting 
of the parish as such legally called, and presided 
over by Joshua Cushing, Bisq., " one of his Majcs- 
tie's Justices of Peace for the County of Plym- 
outh,'* was held on Monday the 27tli of January, 
1724, at which Capt. Nicholas Bryam was chosen 
moderator; Ebeneser Byram, clerk; Samuel Allen, 
Nathaniel Hay ward, and Recompense Cary, assessors ; 
Josiah Allen, collector ; and Samuel Allen, treas- 
urer. 

** Au Act to change the name of the Eaet Parith of Bridge- 
VKiter : Be it enacted hy the Semite and House of Representa- 
tiTes in General Court aasembled, and bjr the autbortljr of the 
same, that the parish heretofore known and called by llie name 
of the Kttst Parish or Precinct of Bridgewater, in tlio County 
of Piy mouth, shall no longer bear that name, but henceforth 
shall be called and known by the name of the First l*arish in 
Bast Bridgewater, and all ofBoers of said parish shall hold 
and exercise their respective offices in the same manner as they 
would have done had not the name of said parish been changed." 
June 12, 1824. 

On the 10th of February the parish voted to raise 
by a tax the sum of fifly pounds, which sum was to 
be collected by the Ist of the following June, and Chil- 
ton Latham, Samuel Allen, Isaac Alden, Nathaniel 
Hayward, and Capt. Byram were chosen a committee 
to obtain a minister. The society was then in work- 
ing order, and candidates were heard. 

On the 14th of April, **ye inhabitants then met, 
agreed by a unanimous vote to give the Rev. Mr. 
John Angler a call to settle with tliom in yo work of 
ye Ministry accordin;* to the Gospel." His answer 
at first was in the negative, but aflerwards so strong 
a desire was expressed for his consent to become their 
spiritual guide, that he yielded and was ordained. 

The compensation to the young candidate was a 
" grattis" of one hundred and fifty pounds, together 
with ten acres of land, and an annual salary for the 
first year eighty pounds, for the second year eighty- 
five pounds, for the third year ninety pounds, for the 
fourth year ninety-five pounds, for the fifth year a 
hundred pounds, and henceforward a hundred pounds 
each year. 

First Meeting-Hoase. — The terms of settlement 
haying been agreed upon at a precinct meeting, held 



on the 27ih of Aognsty James Cary, Kbeneser Aldeo, 
and John Oroutt were " chosen a committee to finish 
ye meetinghouse so far as is Necessary for ye preseot, 
and made choice of Capt. Byram, Mr. [TlioodoMus] 
Moore, and Samuel Allen to dispose of ye pucB in ye 
meeting-house." 

The dimensions of the building nowhere appear 
on the records, but it probably was about forty feet 
square, with sixteen feet posts. When the house' was 
completed there were only eleven pews below and 
nine in the gallery. All the pews were built next to 
the sides of the house, none in the body. Tlie In- 
dians had liberty of making pews for themselves under 
the utairs. The body of the house was wholly taken 
up by long, common seats. No pews seem to have 
been built till 1725 or later. 

On the 24th of September it was voted that the 
ordination should take place on the 28th of October 
next, and to appropriate "for the defraying of je 
charges of ye ordination of ye Bev. Mr. John Angier, 
fifteen pounds in money," and it was " agreed bj a 
clear vote that Jonathan Bass and Ebeneser Bjram 
should provide for the sume." 

Original Churoh Members. — The names of the 
mcniberH of (ho church gathercil on the 28th uf Octo- 
ber are as follows, viz. : 

Nioholat Byram. Mary Whitman. 

Samuel Allen. Mehitabel Allen. 

Isaac Aldon. Mary Cary. 

John Pryor. Hannah Byram. 

Bheneier Allen. Sarah Cary. 

Nioholaa Whitman. Rnth Snow. 

Eliflha Allen. Anna Alden. 

Recompense Cary. Widow Mary Cary. 

Kbcncxor Byram. Wid«iw Sarah Crooainan. 

James Cary. Widow Sarah Brett. 

Jamos Snow. Mary Basseit. 

Kbeneser Alden. Bathiah Hill. 

Mary Byram. Blisabeih Cary. 

Mary Allen. Abigail Harris. 

Mehitabel Aldon. Hannah Whitman. 

Bothya Pryor. Widow Judith Shaw. 
Rel>ooea Allen. 

The churches which were present on that occasion, 
by their elders and messengers, were these, vis. : 

The church at Taunton : Rev. Samuel Danforth. 

The South Church in Scituate: Rev. Nathaniel 
Eells. 

The church at Middleboro' : Rev. Peter Thatcher. 

The church at Rochester : Rev. Timothy Ruggles. 

The church in Pembroke: Rev. Daniel Lewis. 

The church in Abington : Rev. Samuel Brown. 

The church in West Bridgewater: Rev. Daniel 
Perkins. 

The church in South Bridgewater: Rev. Benjamin 
Allen. 
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Tho services ou timt occasion began with prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Danforth. Mr. Tliatclicr preached from 
St. John xxi. 15, U, 17. 

Mr. Bella gave the charge, and Mr. Lewis the right 
hand of fellowship. 

After the services in the house of worship tho 
ministers and invited guests dined at the tavern 
which stood near tho north hank of Satuckct River. 
The table was arranged on a line running east and 
west in the open air and beneath the shade of trees. 
The west end of the table rested on a rock which is 
still standing, as is also, according to the tradition, 
part of a tree which has never ceased from that early 
date to yield its fruits as autumn returns. 

Second Meetings-House. — During the ministry of 
Rev. John Angier a second house of worship in place 
of the first one was erected, nearly on tho same site, 
but a few feet farther eastward. This house was fifty- 
six feet long, twenty-two feet high, and forty-five feet 
wide, and completed in 175 (. The first house rc- 
niainod standing till the second was finished and was 
then removed, Hon. Hugh Orr, the purchaser, using 
its timbers in the construction of his mill on Matficid 
River, in which his cannon were bored for use by the 
Revolutionary forces. An item of interest coimected 
with the second house may be here mentioned. When 
the last call was made for troops in the Revolutionary 
struggle the parish sold six places for pews where 
long soiits had been, and thus readily obt>aincd money 
to send their complement of men to the front. 

On the 23d of December, 1767, Rev. Samuel 
Angier was ordained colleague pastor with his 
father. Rev. John Angier. 

The ministers and churches that participated in 
this ordination were : 

Rev. Daniel Perkins, of the West Parish of Bridge- 
water, gave the charge, Rev. Jonathan Parker, of 
Plympton, the right hand of fellowship. The sermon 
was by Rev. John Angier, father of the pastor-elect, 
from Matt. xiii. 3 : "And ho spake many things 
unto them in parables, saying, * Behold a sower went 
forth to sow.' *' The discourse was printed, and is to 
be found in the last edition of the Briilgewatet^ n Mon- 
itm-^ with a preface attributed to tho pen of Hugh 
Orr, Esq. 

At the time of the ordination of Rev. Samuel An- 
gier, the town of Bridgewater contained four parishes 
and part of a fifth. The preface to the Monitor 
mentions one interesting fact. " It may be said to 
the honor of this people (the whole of tho ancient 
town) that disaffection to their minister or contention 
among ilieinselvcs has never given rise to a new parish. 
The sole motive of their separating from time to time 



lias been that tliey might enjoy the ordinances of re- 
ligion with more convenience.*' 

The Rev. Messrs. Angier continued in the pastor- 
ate together till the decease of the elder Angier, April 
14, 1787, aged eighty-five. Rev. Samuel died Jan. 
18. 1805, aged sixty-one. 

Rev. John Angier. — Rev. Samuel Angier, son of 
Rev. linlmund Angier, of Cambridge, married, in 
1680, Hannah, daughter of Rev. Urian Oakes, fourth 
president of Harvard University ; and was settled at 
Rehoboth in 1679, and in the West Precinct of Water- 
town (now Waltham) in 1696. Rev. John Angier, 
the first minister in East Bridgewater, son of Rev. 
Samuel Angier above mentioned, was born in Wal- 
tham in 1701, and graduated at Harvard University 
in 1720. It is interesting to note that sixteen out 
of the twenty-one members of Rev. John Angler's 
college class became pastors of churches. 

Ho married, Nov. 23, 1732, Mary, daughter of 
Ezra (Esq.) and Martha (Prince) Bourne, of Sand- 
wich. Tho marriage ceremony was conducted by tho 
bride's father, who was one of his Majesty *s justices 
of the peace. The ministry of Rev. John Angier over 
the East Church, in Bridgewater, from Oct. 28, 1724, 
to his decease, at the age of eighty-five years, April 
14, 1787 (a period of over sixty-two years), seems to 
have been a peaceful one. The parish had increased 
considerably, and a new house, larger than the first, 
had been built in the course of his ministry. He was 
beloved by his people and respected by the neighboring 
churches. 

Rev. Samuel Angier, the second minister in Bast 
Bridgewater, son of Rev. John Angier, was bom 
March 20, 1743, graduated at Harvard University in 
1763, and was ordained colleague pastor with his 
father, Dec. 23, 1767. He was a man very decided 
in his opinions, in demeanor grave and dignified, 
rather difiident, but was kind, benevolent, and atten- 
tive to all prescribed duties, and in devotional exer- 
cises he excelled. He did not much visit his people 
familiarly, and could not be very sociable with chil- 
dren. Whenever he appeared in public he wore a 
wig, a three-cornered hat, small-clothes, and knee- 
buckles. At the close of divine service on the Sab- 
bath the people waited for him to descend from the 
pulpit and pass down the aisle before they left their 
pews, he bowing politely to them as he passed. He 
strictly observed the Sabbath, refraining from all 
secular matters on Saturday after sunset. He would 
never own a chaise, preferring always to journey ou 
horseback. He continued a bachelor till he was fifty- 
thrco years of age, when he married, Nov. 29, 1796, 
Judith, daughter of Rev. Thomas and Judith (Miller) 
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Smith, of Pembroke. Mrs. Angier, on the 18th of 
June, 1798, while riding on horseback and descend- 
ing the hill south of the common, was thrown from 
the horse and received injuries from the oflfects of 
which she never recovered. She died April 24, 1 803, 
aged fifly-five years. He died Jan. 18, 1805, aged 
sixty-one years. 

Third Meeting-Hoiise. — The third house of wor- 
ship (the present one) in East Bridgewatcr was erected 
in 1794, on exactly the same site as that of the first. 

The paritih hud increased and a now house was 
needed. 

The second house remained standing, and was occu- 
pied till the completion of the third, and was not 
finished till near the close of 1795. Its dimensions; 
fifly-four by sixty-eight, and twenty-eight feet high. 
Public worship took place in it for the first time Jan. 
10, 1796, when the pastor, Itev. Samuel Angier, 
preached from Leviticus x. 3 : *' Then Moses said unto 
Aaron, ' Thb is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will 
be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before 
all the people I will be glorified.* *' 

The house was u solid structure, built after the model 
of a former generation, with it« three gullerios and its 
'* sounding-board'* or ctmopy. In 1850 it was re- 
modeled in accordance with the demands of the times, 
and is a neat and convenient house of worship. 

The third minister settled in East Bridgewater was 
Rev. James Flint, son of James Flint, born in North 
Reading, Dec. 10, 1779. He graduated at Harvard 
University, 1802; ordained pastor of this society 
Oct. 29, 1806. 

The services at the ordination were as follows : 

Sermon by Rev. Jacob Flint, of Cohasset : Text, 
2 Tim. iv. 2 ; ordaining prayer, by Rev. David Our- 
ney, of Titicut ; charge, by Rev. Eliab Stone, of Read- 
ing; right hand of fellowship and address to the 
church and society, by Rev. John Reed, D.D., of West 
Bridgewater; concluding prayer,. by Rev. Timothy 
Flint, of Lunenburg. 

He resigned his office April 6, 1821, and was in- 
stalled pastor of the East Church, in Salem, Sept. 19, 
1821. He was honored by his Alma Mater with the 
degree of S.T.D. in 1825. He was a brilliant writer 
and a poet ; was the author of the Pilgrim song en- 
titled, "Two Hundred Years Ago." He died in 
Salem, March 4, 1855, aged seventy-five. 

The next pastor was Rev. Benjamin Fessenden, 
born in Sandwich, Mass., Juno 13, 1797 ; graduated 
at Harvard College, 1817; ordained Sept. 19, 1821. 
He resigned the pastoral office Nov. 6, 1825, and be- 
came a manufacturer. He died in Valley Falls, R. I., 
Jan. 6, 1881, age eighty- three. Services at the ordi- 



nation were as follows : Introductory prayer, by Rev. 
Morrill Allen, of Pembroke ; sermon, by Rov. Henrj 
Ware, Jr., of Boston, text, Rom. xii. 11 ; ordaining 
prayer, by Rev. Pitt Gkirke, of Norton ; charge, by 
Rev. Henry Ware, D.D., of Harvard UDiversitj; 
right hand of fellowship, by Rev. James Kendall, of 
Plymouth ; concluding prayer, by Rev. George Bar- 
stow, of Hanson. 

Rev. John A. Williams, born in Roxbury, Jnly 
28, 1800, graduated at Harvard, 1820; ordained 
Oct. 18, 1826; resigned Oct. 4, 1828; died in Kasi 
Bridgewater, March 15, 1872, aged seventy-one. 
Services at the ordination were as follows : Introdao- 
tory prayer and reading of the Scriptures, bj Rev. 
Charles I^well, D.D., of Boston ; sermon, by Rev. 
p]liphalct Porter, D.D., of Roxbury: <*But lie that 
propliusieth 8|)eaketh unto men, to edification, and 
exhortation, and comfort," 1 Cor. xiv. 3 ; charge, by 
Rev. James Kendall, D.D., of Plymouth; right 
hand of fellowship, by Rev. Richard M. Hodges, 
of Bridgewater; ordaining prayer, by Rev. Samuel 
Willard, D.D., of Deerfield ; address to the society, 
by Rev. Pitt Clarke, of Norton ; concluding prayer, 
by Rev. John Reed, D.D., of West Bridgewater. 

Rev. Kliphalot P. (/nifts, bom in North Urid<;e- 
water (now Brockton), Nov. 23, 1800; graduated 
at Brown University, 1821 ; ordained Nov. 19, 1828. 
Services at the ordination of Mr. Crads were as fol- 
lows : Introductory prayer and reading of the Scrip- 
tures, by Rev. Charles Brooks, of Hingham ; sermon, 
by Rev. Samuel Barrett, of Boston ; prayer of ordina- 
tion, by Rev. Eliphalet Porter, D.D., of Roxbury ; 
charge, by Rev. Pitt Clarke, of Norton ; right hand 
of fellowship, by Rev. John Goldsbury, of North 
Bridgewater ; address to the church and society, by 
Rev. Benjamin Huntoon, of Canton; concluding 
prayer, by Rev. Benjamin Kent, of Duxbury. 

Mr. Crafts resigned April 19, 18H6, afterwards 
settled in Sandwich, Mass., and died in Waltkani, 
Mass., Jan. 16, 1880, aged seventy-nine years. 

Rev. Samuel Adams Devens, a brother of Gen. 
Charles Devens, of Charlestown, Mass., and a gradu- 
ate of Harvard University, 1829, officiated as pastor 
from July 16, 1837, to , 1838. 

Rev. George A. Williams was the next pastor. He 
was born in Taunton, Jan. 6, 1810, son of Francis 
and lx)uimi (Oillmore) Williams. He oOiciated here 
from June 1, 1840, to Deo. — , 1841 ; now resides 
in Deerfield, Mass. 

Rev. Ira Henry Thomas Blanchard was pastor here 
several months, from about Jan. 1, 1842. His minis- 
trations were very acceptable to the society, who earn- 
estly desired him to become their settled minister, 
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Seth Allen, elected Oct. 4, 1748; died Jan. 1, 1760, 
aged 49. 

Zaoharias Shaw, elected March 11, 1760 ; died Jan. 
26, 1790, aged 79. 

Nathaniel Bdaon, elected May 21,1778; died March 
18, 1784, aged 56. 

John Whitman, Jr., elected May 21 , 1778 ; resigned 
March, 1808 ; died July 20, 1842, aged 107. 

Oapt. Nathan Alden, elected July 30, 1784 ; died 
May 17, 1807, aged 80. 

William Keith, elected March 14, 1808 ; died Nov. 
8, 1826, aged 62. 

William Harris, elected March 14, 1808; died Feb. 
23, 1831, aged 69. 

Samuel Keen, elected Feb. — , 1823; died March 

14, 1850, aged 70. 

Banillai Allen, elected Feb. — , 1823; died March 
1, 1826, aged 56. 

William Harris, Jr., elected April 10, 1826 ; re 
signed Oct. 25, 1829 ; died Aug. 4, 1852, aged 58. 

Benjamin Robinson, elected Aug. 10, 1834; died 
Jan. 25, 1848, aged 63. 

Azor Harris, elected Jan. 1, 1852; died June 22, 
1873, aged 84. 

Francis Gary, elected Jan. 1, 1852; died March 
12, 1870, aged 80. 

Charles Rogers, elected Sept 4, 1870 ; died April 
28, 1880, aged 80. 

Sidney Packard, elected July 2, 1875 ; died Feb. 

15, 1878, aged 72. 



CHAPTER III. 

Union Trinitarian Society — First Unirortaliit Society — Metho- 
dist Protestant Cliarch — Trinitarian Congregational Ctiaroti 
— Methodist Bpisoopal Church — SL Bridget's Cliaroh — Ceme- 
teries — Longevity in the Town. 

Union Trinitarian Society. — For some time prior 
to 1826 several families in the westerly part of East 
Bridgewater, and a number in the easterly part of 
West Bridgewater, who were in sympathy with the 
Orthodox Congregational order, thought there was a 
need of a religious society of that faith, whose place 
of worship should bo situated so as best to accommo- 
date all interested. Accordingly in April, that year, 
nine petitioners — Samuel Uidor, Charles Churchill, 
Samuel Rider, Jr., Ansel Howard, Luther Richards, 
Ward Richards, and Joseph Shaw — applied to Silas 
Packard, Esq., of North Bridgewater, for authority 
to call a meeting. He consented, and made out a 
warrant to Alvan Shaw. He notified a meeting to be 
held at Beaver school-house, on Saturday, April 29, 



1826, which meeting was held aooording to warrant. 
Mr. Packard presided as justice of the peace at the 
meeting, which he opened with prayer. The focie^i 
OS that day organiied, was styled '^ The Union Trini- 
tarian Society of Bast and West Bridgewater.'* 

At this first meeting, April 29th, Zeba Richards 
was chosen moderator, and Parlee Keith clerk ; Sam- 
uel Rider, John Soule, and Benjamin Keith, standing 
committee; also Josiah Richards, Elbridge Keith, 
and William Tirrell a committee to draw a plan for a 
meeting-house. At a meeting held July 4th, plans 
for a meeting-house were presented, and it was voted 
to accept the same. The following persons were 
chosen a committee : Seth Richards, Samnel Rider, 
John Soule, Zina Hay ward, Josiah Richards, Elbridge 
Keith, William Tirrell, and Alvan Shaw, for the pur- 
pose of receiving terms, making an agreement with 
some person to build the said house, and to oonsalt 
as to the most suitable and convenient situation, also 
to take proper measures for procuring the land. 

June 20, 1826, a church was organised by Rer. 
John Codman, D.D., of Dorchester ; Rev. Richard 8. 
Storrs, D.D., of liraintreo; Rev. Calvin Hitchoook, 
D.D., of Randolph *, Rev. Daniel Huntington, of 
North Bridgewater; and Rev. Ebeneser Qay, of 
Bridgewater. 

The members of the church then organiied were 
Samuel Rider, Joel Edson, Seth Richards, John 
Harris, William Bonney, Ezekiel Reed, John Scale, 
Zeba Richards, Charles Churchill, John Richards^ 
Luther Richards, Anna Ryder, Mchitabel Richards, 
Molly Bonney, Lydia Keith, Lydia Richards, Pollj 
Richards, Dorcas P. Churchill, and lietsey Richards. 

At a meeting of the church, held July 15, 1826, 
Samuel Rider and John Soule were chosen deacons. 

On the 28th of January, 1827, public worship was 
held in the meeting-house for the first time. ReT. 
Mr. Pillsbury preached that day from Psalms Ixxxvii. 
2, '* The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all 
the dwellings of Jacob." From the organisation of 
the society till the meeting-house was ready for ocen- 
pancy the society had held services each Lord's day 
in a private house. The dimensions of the meeting- 
house were fifty feet long within the walls, forty feet 
wide within, sixteen feet high between joints, tower 
thirty-six feet to the coving, and ten feet square. The 
number of the pews was fiHysix. 

Rev. Baalis Sanford, a graduate of Brown Univer- 
sity, whose birthplace was Berkley, Mass., was or- 
dained pastor of this church and society Oct. 4, 1 827. 
The sermon was by Rev. R. S. Storrs, D.D., of Brain- 
tree ; the other parts of the service by Rev. Daniel 
Huntington, of North Bridgewater; Rev. John San- 
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ford, of South Dennis; Rev. Cnlvin Hitchcock, D.D., 
of Randolph ; Rev. Enoch Sanford, of Rnynham ; 
Rev. Erastus Maltby, D.D., of Taunton ; and Rev. 
Ebenezer Qaj, of Bridgewater. 

On Sunday morning, July 28, 1844, (he nieetin<;- 
hoiiBo was burned, the ori^^in of the Ore being un- 
known. A new hf)u»c, wliich iti that now in use. was 
erected tlie same year, larger and more commodious 
than the first. It was dedicated Jan. I. 1845. Rev. 
Willard Pierce, pastor of the North Church, Abing- 
ton, preached the discourse, which was afterwards 
printed, from 1 Samuel vi. 1, "And the ark of the 
Jjord was in the country of the Philistines seven 
months.** 

Hcv. Mr. Sanford was dismisHod in September, 1 SI!). 
and the pulpit was supplied by Rev. Ebenezer AidtMi, 
Jr., for six months *, Rev. Cyrus Stone, six months ; 
Rev. Swift Byington and others until the ordination. 
May 14, 1851, of Rev. Philo Beckwith Wilcox as 
the pastor. He was a native of Benson, Yt., and 
graduated at Burlington, Vt., in 1845. The sermon 
was preached by Rev. Ebenezer Porter Dyer, conse- 
crating prayer by Rev. Daniel Huntington, charge by 
Rev. Mr. Thatcher, address to the people by Rev. 
Luther Sheldon, of Easton. 

Rev. Baalis Sanford, son of Capt. Joseph' and Elea- 
nor (Macomber) Sanford, was born in Berkley, July 
G, 1801. He was the youngest of six sons, four of 
whom bc^ciune clergymen, lie graduated at Brown 
University in 1823, and was ordained pastor of the 
Union Society, in East Bridgewater, Oct. 4, 1827. 
In 184U was dismissed from that pastorate and in- 
stalled pastor of the Trinitarian Congregational Society 
of East Bridgewater, having been, at the close of the 
latter office, in the ministry here thirty- three years. 
He married, March 31, 1831, Abby, daughter of 
Dean and Polly (Crane) Burt, of Berkley. Their 
children were Irene, Abby, Baalis, William Alden, 
Henry Dean, Austin, Eiidora, Eugene, Charles, 
Homer, and Abbott. Baalis and William A. are 
merchants in Brockton ; Austin, a graduate of Dart- 
mouth College, is a profeasor in a seminary in Albany, 
N. Y. ; and Abbott, a graduate of Amherst College, 
is a student in medicine. 

Rev. Mr. Sanford died July 28, 1880, aged seventy- 
nine years. His residence in East Bridgewater con- 
tinued nearly fi Ay-three years. Ho was a man of 
great decision of character, and true to his convic- 
tions. He was in advance of the community on the 
great nionil questions of the day. In the t.eniperanco 
cause he took strong grounds. On the question of 
slavery he gave utterance to ideas which to some were 
distasteful, but which eventually were looked upon 



with respect. His discourses, plain and praotioal, 
wore carefully studied and of solid worth. In them 
he endeavored to set forth the whole counsel of Ood. 
Though to some he seemed stem, he was in reality 
genial and kind-hearted. He was a member of the 
school committee lor a longer period than any one 
else in the town, and held the office of chairman of 
that board longer than any other member. The re- 
ports which emanated from his pen were replete with 
good sense and useful suggestions. Ho will be long 
remembered and honored for hb sterling qualities. 

Rev. Mr. Wilcox was dismissed in April, 1860, and 
Rev. Henry Dwight Woodworth was the next pastor. 
He was ordained Sept. 12, 1860. The discourse was 
by Rev. Henry E. Dwight, of Randolph, charge by 
Rev. Dr. Maltby, of Taunton, address to the people 
by Rev. H. D. Walker, of East Abington. Rev. Mr. 
Woodworth graduated at Ainherst in 1855. He re- 
signed Sept. 9, 1861, and Rev. Nathaniel Hooper 
Broughton became acting pastor May 4, 1862. His 
birthplace was Marblchcad, and he was graduated at 
Amherst College in 1847. He died June 2, 1866, 
aged forty years. 

Rev. Jeremiah K. Aldrich was installed the next 
pastor Jan. 22, 1868. He was bom in Providence, 
R. I., May 20, 1826. He resigned April 2, 1870, 
and is now pastor of the First Church in Wellfleet 

On the 24th of November, 1871 , the society voted 
to hire Rev. Austin Dodge, of Newburyport, for one 
year. He lefl in June, 1874, and on the 30th of 
November of that year the society voted unanimously 
to extend a call to Rev. Daniel W. Richardson to be- 
come their pastor. He was succeeded by Rev. Perley 
M. Oriffin, who began his labors with them Jan. 2, 
1881, and is the present pastor. 

The society was not incorporated by the Legisla- 
ture till 1864, when the following act was passed : 

"An Act in Jielation to the Union Soeietjf in JSaat Bridge^ 

water. He it enactedf <&c., at follow : 

"SKCTioif 1. Qcorge M. Keith, GlArkson W. Richards, Walter 
Severance, their aMooiates and suooessors are hereby incorpo- 
rated ai a pariflh or religions society, by the name of The Union 
Society in East Bridgewater, with all the powers and privileges, 
and sniijcct to all the duties, liabilities, and restrictions, set 
Torth in the general laws, which are or may bo in force relating 
to such cf>rporation8. 

"Skction 2. The organisation of said society, which was ef- 
fected under the name of the Union Trinitarian Society, of Bast 
and West Bridgewater, in the year eighteen hundred and 
twenty-six, and all its subflcquont proceedings under and by 
virtue of such orgnnixation, as the same are now entered on the 
records of said society in the possession of E. B. Richards, the 
clork thorcnffor tlio current year, with all its acts and doings, 
are hereby ratiliuil and confirmed, as the records and acts of a 
duly and legally organised corporation. 

'* Skction 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

" Approved May 3, 1804." 
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Deacons of the Union Church of East Bridgewater : 
Samuel Rider, elected July 15, 1826, died May 19, 
1845, aged seventy-five ; John Soule, elected July 15, 
1826, died Dec. 17, 1868, aged eighty-three ; Charles 
Churchill, elected October, 1839, died Aug. 6, 1864, 
aged seventy-three ; Nathan Whitman, elected October, 
1839, died Jan. 26, 1862, aged sixty-five; Stephen 
Harlow, elected Jan. 1, 1861 ; Rufus A. Littlcfield, 
elected Oct. 25, 1864, resigned June 8, 1880 ; Walter 
Severance, elected March 4, 1879. 

Hew Jerusalem Church. — The East Bridge 
water Society of the New Jerusalem commenced 
February, 1830. Rev. Adonis Howard began preach- 
ing to a congregation of receivers of the doctrines of 
the New Jerusalem, as unfolded in the writings of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, April 23, 1831, on which day 
a legally notified meeting was holden, and a society 
l^ally organized, under 'the name of the New Jeru- 
salem Society in East Bridgewater. Robert Curtis 
was chosen clerk ; William Harris, Jonah Edson, 
Joseph Chamberlain, prudential committee. The 
members of the society then formed were as follows, 
viz. : William Harris, Jonnh Edson, Charles Mitchell, 
James B. Fellows, George Mitchell, Joseph Cham- 
berlain, Jr., Robert Curtis, Siiniuci Uogcnt, tlncob A. 
Rogers, Daniel French. 

In 1838 the General Convention of the New Jeru- 
salem Church in the United States having adopted 
certain rules of order, it was deemed proper that a so- 
ciety should be instituted in accordance with these 
rules. Accordingly, Aug. 2, 1838, Joseph Chamber- 
lain, Jr., and twenty-six others were formed int« an 
ecclesiastical body by Rev. Thomas Worcester, D.D., 
of Boston. 

This society at first worshiped in private houses, 
afterwards in the school-house at Satucket, in the 
academy at East Bridgewater village, and in Church- 
ill's Hall, in Joppa. In 1854 its present house 
of worship was built, having fifty-four pews, which 
was dedicated December 14th of that year by Rev. 
Eleazer Smith. The discourse was from Rev. xiv. 
1, 2, 3. 

The cost of the house, including the land, was four 
thousand dollars. Nov. 11, 1864, a steel bell, of 
Sheffield manufacture, was hung in the tower of this 
house, weight five hundred and eighty pounds, cost 
one hundred and seventy-four dollars. It was sup- 
posed at the time that this was the first house of wor- 
ship of the New Church order in the United States 
furnished with a bell. 

This society has had as its ministers, Rev. Adonis 
Howard, from its organization to October, 1838; 
Rev. James Scott from August, 1843, to September, 



1846; Rev. Tilly B. Hay ward from September, 
1846, to November, 1849; Rev. John Philander 
Perry from April, 1850, to April 3, 1853; Rev. 
Eleazer Smith from October, 1853, to April, 185G ; 
Rev. Timothy 0. Paine from April, 1856, to Aug. 
14, 1864, on which day he was installed as pastor by 
Rev. Thomas Worcester, S.T.D., of Boston. 

This society has held services in times when it has 
had no minister, viz. : from October, 1838, to August, 
1843, and from November, 1849, to April, 1850, 
under the leadership of Mr. William Harris; and 
from April, 1853, to October of the same year, under 
the leadership of Mr. Thomas Conant 

Rev. Timothy Otis Paine, son of Frederic and Abiel 
(Ware) Paine, was born at Winslow, Me., Oct. 13, 
1824; graduated at Waterville College in 1847. He 
studied for the ministry of the Swedenborgian or New 
Church, and in 1856 commenced preaching at Elm- 
wood, and has ever since been pastor of that society, 
having been installed in 1864. Since 1865 he has 
been Semitic professor in the Theological School of 
the New Church, located at Waltham. He is a 
member of the American Oriental Society, and of 
the Semitic Club at Cunibridgc. He has 1km3ii for 
many yours a diligtuit and KuecoKHful Htudoiitof inicit^iit 
languages, lie is regarded as a learned KgyptologLst, 
and has been for some time engaged in translating 
into English the very ancient Egyptian <* Book of the 
Dead." His work on the Temple of Solomon, illoa- 
trated by his own drawings, is a learned and vorj 
valuable work. His antiquarian tastes led him, io 
1852, to search for the site of Fort Halifax, which 
was one of three forts forming the ancient defenses 
near hb native town. Such a fort was known to have 
existed a century ago, but all traces of it had heen 
lost for two or three generations. He was snccessfbl 
in tracing out the palisades and foundations of the 
three forts, and the drawings he made are proved cor- 
rect by historical records. In 1875 he received the 
degree of LL.D. from his Alma Mater. In October, 
1856, he married Agnes, daughter of Dr. Adonis 
Howard, of Medford, Mass. 

Timothy Keith Reed, son of Josiah and Jennette 
(Keith) llecd, was liorn in ICast Bridgewater, June 4, 
1 84 1 . His father was a skillful artisan. Mechanical 
invention seemed to characterise the Reed line. He 
(Timothy K.) died at the age of thirty-two years. In 
his brief career he had obtained for his various inven- 
tions twenty patents, among which were five for 
sewing-machines, one for an eye-letting machine, and 
several in aid of boot and sboemaking, etc. Among 
his last achievements was a sewing-machine for sewing 
thick leather with wire. He died on Dec. 5, 1873. 
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First Vniversalist Society. — In 1834, Lewis 
Keith and others formed a Uiiiversnlist society, which 
held services occasionally in the hall io the upper part 
of Mr. Keith's dwelling-house. After the completion 
of the town hall, in 1840, services were sometimes held 
there. Rev. Elmer Hewett, of Hanson, preached to 
that society many times. In 1848-50, Rev. Edwin 
H. Lake was their pastor. In 1871 they erected a 
house of worship on the site where the Crombie 
Tavern had stood. The house was dedicated Oct. 1, 
1851. The sermon was preached by Rev. N. Gun- 
nison, of Abington. In 1857, the house was leased 
to the Methodists, and the Universal ist society was 
disbanded. 

Methodist Protestant Church. — This church was 
organized in 1842. On the 24th of July, that year. 
Rev. James Wheaton organized a class consisting of 
six members. On the 27th of November following. 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton baptized Asa Hudson, Isaac Hatch, 
Caleb L. Hudson, George Jenkins, Thomas A. Mel- 
lon, George Josselyn, Eliza Hudson, Marcia Hatoh, 
Deborah Monroe, and Mary E. Josselyn. December 
11th, the following were baptized, viz. : William But- 
ler, Isaac Osborne, Martin Osborne, Stephen C. How- 
ard, Alfred Bolton, Charles McUcn, Bctliia Osborne, 
and Christiana Brewster. December 25th, Charles H. 
Brown and Timothy Mitchell were baptized. Feb. 
25, 1843, a Quarterly Conference was held at the 
house of Ellis C. Holmes, and the following oflicers 
were chosen, viz.: Stephen C. Howard, chairman; 
Isaae Hatch, soeret^iry ; and Isaac Hutch, Stephen C. 
Howard, and George Jenkins, stewards. April 19, 
1843, a Quarterly Conference was held at the house 
of Isaac Hateh. License was granted to Rev. Igna- 
tius Thompson to exhort and preach till the Annual 
Conference. 

In 1844, Rev. Joseph S. Eldridge began his min- 
istry to the society, and continued his services as their 
piistor for five years. The place of meeting on Sun- 
day was the Satucket school-house. In 1849, Mr. 
Eldridge became president of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Conference, and different pastors were obtained 
from time to time, but after a few years the society 
ceased to hold any meetings. 

Trinitarian Congregational Society. — This so- 
ciety was organized in 1849. Most of its members 
had been connected with the Union society, but sep- 
arated from it after the dismissal of Rev. Baalis San- 
ford from the Union, who on the formation of the 
new society became its pastor. The church was or- 
ganized Nov. 14, 1849. The original members of 
the new church were Parlee Keith, Nathan Whit- 
man, Francis Packard, William Lincoln, Zerviah 



Chamberlain, Jennet Whitman, Dulcena Keith, Abby 
Sanford, Joan Willis, Damaris Tirroll, Semantho 
Whitman, Willard Whitman, Sophronia Whitman, 
Frederick Johnson, Rosanna P. Johnson, Susan 
Pratt, Wealthey S. E. Shaw. 

The following members were added after the for- 
mation of the church : Reuel Lincoln, Daniel Whit- 
man, Betsey Sanford, Abby C. Alden, Betsey Fisher, 
Mary P. Bell, Samuel D. Keith, Timothy W. Fisher, 
William Keith, Sarah Jane Keith, Calvin Chamber- 
lain, Deiodama Lambkin, Betsey Alden, Almira L. 
Torrey, Henry Alden, Abigail R. Littlefield, Baalis 
Sanford, Rufus A. Littlefield. 

Nathan Whitman and Francis Packard were chosen 
deacons of the church. 

The society worshiped for two years in a private 
house. A meeting-house was erected in 1861, and 
on the 3d of December, that year, was dedicated. 
Rev. B. Sanford, the pastor, preached the sermon 
from Ps. xcvi. 8, — " Bring an ofiiBring and oome 
into his courts." The house was located on Central 
Street, a few rods east of Mr. Sanford's residence. 
It cost three thousand one hundred dollars, was fifly- 
six feet long, with fifty-six pews, and a bell weighing 
one thousand and ninety-four pounds. 

It was, after a few years, found difficult to main- 
tain two religious societies of the same faith in this 
town, and in 1861 the society was dissolved. Mr. 
Sanford preached the last sermon in that house of 
worship April 7, 1861, and in November, 1865, the 
building was taken down and removed to North 
Bridgewater, where it is doing service as a shoe man- 
ufactory. 

Methodist Episcopal Chnroh. — The first Metho- 
dist Church in the town was in Northville village. 
This society originated in South Abington and was 
known as the South Abington Mission, and its place 
of meeting was changed to Northville village about 
1849. In 1850 a house of worship was erected in 
Northville. Prominent in this undertaking were Cor- 
nelius Nash, Henry Pratt, Alanson Estes, and Sam- 
uel F. White. About thirty families belonged to the 
society. Its pastors were Lemuel Harlow, E. F. 
Hinks, T. B. Gurney, J. M. Worcester, G. H. Win- 
chester, Hiram Satehwell, Eli Marsh, and At- 
kinson. 

The formation of a Methodist Church in the cen- 
tral part of the town diminished the numbers and re- 
sources of the Northville congregation, and public 
worship ceased to bo hold in the meeting-house about 
1860. 

In 1856 there was no Methodist Church in or near 
the centre of the town. In that year Richard M. 
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Smith, who had formerly been licensed as a Methodist 
preacher, but his health failing had ^ven up the 
ministry, came from Scitaate, purchased a farm, and 
settled in East Bridgewater. Seeing the necessity of 
haTing a church established in this village, and find- 
ing several families favorable to such a plan, early in 
1857 he started a subscription in order to obtain a 
place of worship and the services of a preacher. The 
Universal'ists having ceased holding public services, a 
lease of their house of worship for three years was 
obtained. Application having been made to Rev. 
Paul Townsend, presiding elder, for a preacher, and 
a grant from the missionary fund at the session of the 
Providence Conference holden at Bristol, R. I., April 1, 
1857, Rev. Carlos Banning was appointed minister in 
charge of the East Bridgewater station, with an ap- 
propriation of one hundred dollars from the mission- 
ary society. He preached his first sermon there April 
11, 1857. The congregation at first numbered about 
fifty members. It rapidly increased, and at the 
Quarterly Conference, held Aug. 1, 1857, the pastor 
reported that the number in attendance had reached 
one hundred and fifty, and that a church had been 
organized with nineteen members. The names of the 
members were Richard M. Smith, Waldo Hayward, 
Francis Hayward, Samuel F. White, Alunson li)Htc8, 
William B. Hall, Heard Milliken, 0. P. Farrington, 
Thomas Sturtevant, Augusta Smith, Lavinia Hay- 
ward, Hannah H. Hayward, Rebecca White, Abigail 
Estes, Jane M. Clark, Mehitable Milliken, Sally 
Belcher, Harriet Banning, Betsey Hayward. 

At the first Quarterly Meeting, held Juno 17, 1857, 
Richard M.Smith, Samuel F. White, nnd William B. 
Hall were chosen stewards, and soon afterwards Ben- 
jamin R. Robinson, Charles H. Brown, Francis Hay- 
ward, Williams Tirrell, and John R. Thurston were 
added to this number. 

In the autumn of 1857, Rev. A. B. Earle, an 
evangelist, was engaged to come and labor with the 
society. He began his labors there on Sunday, Nov- 
ember 22d. For six weeks the work went on after- 
noons and evenings, and as a result many accessions 
were made to that church ; the neighboring churches 
also receiving additions. At the close of Rev. C. Ban- 
ning's ministry of two years there, the church had 
one hundred and twenty members, and there were 
one hundred and sixty scholars in the Sunday -school. 
In the spring of 1859, Rev. Charles U. Payne, now 
president of Ohio Wcsleyan University, was appointed 
pastor of the society. Ho was an elo(]Ucnt preacher, 
and highly esteemed by his congregation and the com- 
munity. By this (\me the parish was not only self- 
supporting, but a considerable sum was raised for 



missionary purposes. The church was legally organ- 
iied as the First Methodist Episcopal Church, Bast 
Bridgewater, and the following were chosen trustees, 
vii. : Richard M. Smith, Jotham Hicks, George T. 
Mitchell, Waldo Hayward, William Lincoln, Samuel 
F. White, and Charles E. Churchill. 

Steps were soon taken to erect a church edifice. 
The trustees appointed Rev. Charles H. Payne, llich- 
ard M. Smith, and George T. Mitchell as a building 
committee. The society selected a lot of hind, that 
on which the house now stands. The building com- 
mittce contracted with Samuel L. Ryder to build the 
house above the foundation for seven thousand dol- 
lars. The work was begun in August. The church 
was raised on the 3d of September. At nine o'clock 
A.M., before the work began, religious exercises took 
place. Rev. C. H. Payne gave an address. The house 
was dedicated Jan. 30, 1861.^ The sermon on that 
occasion was preached by Rev. E. 0. Haven, then 
editor of Zion$ Herald, who afterwards held the 
office of bishop. 

The pastors from the beginning of the society haTe 
been as follows: Carlos Banning, 1857-59; Charles 
H. Payne, 1859-61 ; William Henry Stetson, 1861- 
63; John W. Willett, 1863-64; William F. Par- 
ringt^Mi, 1864-67; John F. Sheffield, 1867-09; 
Henry H. Martin, 1860-71 ; Samuel A. Winsor, 
1871 to September, 1872; George W. Anderson, 
from September, 1872-75; George W. Ballon, 1875- 
78; William J. Smith, 1878-81; Frederick A. 
CraOs, 1881-83; Ephraim S. Fletcher, 1883, the 
present pastor. 

St. Bridget's Church.— The lloman Catliolio 
Church in East Bridgewater was gathered in 1862. 
In January, 1863, the house of worship originally 
built and occupied by the Universalists, and later used 
by the Methodists, was purchased by the Calholics, 
and public services according to the forms of that 
church were held there for the first time on the 15tli 
of February following. Rev. Thomas B. McNulty, 
of Brockton, began his services as pastor of this 
church. He was succeeded by Rev. John A. Conlin, 
who became pastor Jan. 28, 1869, and still officiates 
here and in the Catholic Church at Bridgewater. 

Cemeteries. — The old graveyard near the oommtm 
is supposed to be the oldest in Bridgewater townahip, 
excepting that of the first settlement in the West Pre- 
cinct. 

According to tradition, soon afler the settlement of 
Rev. John An(;ior, in 1724, he cut initials, dates, etc., 
upon many stones which he found at the heads of old 
graves. Such inscriptions have been reoogniied, 
dating as far back as 1700, one of 1685. 
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The southwest portion of the ground was first used ; 
this probably belonged to the donation of *' one .hun- 
dred rods** given by Samuel Allen, Jr., and left by 
his father, Samuel, Sr., for the use of the inhabitants, 
possibly in 1703, and another gift of " one hundred 
and twenty-one rods" from Matthew Allen, son of 
Samuel, Jr., in 1759. Much interest centres in this 
ancient resting-place as belonging to the earliest 
period of our history before town organisation. In 
"Lathanrs Epitaphs in Old Bridgcwatcr"' (1882), 
there is a large number of curious and interesting 
inscriptions given. 

In 1845 the East Bridgewater Cemetery Corpora- 
tion was organized with Aaron Hobart, president, and 
a board of trustees. In compliance with votes then 
and thereafter passed by this body land w;is pur- 
chased of Solomon Ager and others, which, with sub- 
sequent changes, has brought the present area to em- 
brace about eleven acres. Its elevated position gives 
a fine outlook on the surrounding landscape, and its 
slopes and dells are bc«iutificd by a natural growth of 
fine trees. Much taste has been displayed in laying 
out and ornamenting the paths and avenues, and 
there are several handsome and substantial monu- 
ments in the newer part. 

Elmwood Cemetery is situated on West Street, in 
Elmwood village. It was set apart for burial pur- 
poses in 1846, and contained one and three-quarters 
acres of land. Standing a little aside from the 
busier part of the village, it is a quiet and attractive 
spot. 

Near the Union Congregational meeting-house is a 
small burial-ground, used since 1842. The first in- 
terment there was the body of Mrs. Elisabeth, wife of 
Deacon John Soule, who died in that year. 

Beaver Cemetery was given, in 1809, by Zecha- 
riali Shaw, to Beaver district. John Tirrell was the 
first person there buried (1809). 

Northville Cemetery is a small burying-ground at 
North ville, first used in 1855. 

LONGEVITY IN TUB TOWN. 

Aged 

1689. Experience Mitchell 90 

1750. Sniiiuel Allen 89 

1751. Denoon Samuel Bau 91 

176.3. WHIinin Connnt 80 

1757. Harnli, widow of Ucnjaiiiin Snow 00 

1700. Judith, widow of Joseph Shaw 90 



1 Thia is a highly interesting work, giving the epitaphs of 
ten graveyards in the East, West, and Bridgewater townships, 
published by Williams Latham, Esq., of Bridgewater, 1882, 
who was a native of East Bridgewater, which work was illus- 
Iratml with drnwings hy Briulford Kingman, Es(|., a native of 
Norlli Hridgnwnicr (now Itrockton), a resident of Brookline, 
MasH., and author of the History of North Bndgewater, Brook- 
line, and other historical \vorks. 
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Aged 

17G8. Deacon Joseph Edson S9 

1776. Susanna, widow of Gapt. Chilton Latham 97 

1781. Sarah, widow of Joseph Latham 85 

1781. Isaac Alden 89 

1783. Susanna, widow of Capt. Jonathan Bass 89 

1787. Rev. John Angier 85 

1788. Hannah, wife of John Whitman 85 

1788. Deacon Thomas Whitman ^ 86 

1788. Elizabeth, widow of Benjamin Hay ward 87 

1790. David Pratt 91 

1792. John Whitman 88 

1792. Mary, widow of Lieut. David Kingman 86 

1793. Hannah, widow of Thomas Snell 89 

1704. .loannii., widow of Daviil Snow 90 

1705. Susanna, widow of David Whitman 87 

1795. Widow Patience Townsend 95 

1796. Keziah, widow of Joseph Keith 89 

1799. Elisabeth, wife of Col. Edward Mitohell 86 

1801. Col. Edward Mitohell 85 

1802. Seth Mitchell 87 

1803. Mnry, widow of Lieut. Ephraim Cary 85 

1804. Jacob Hill 87 

ISOfi. Bodiia, widow of Jonathan Whitman 91 

1800. Sarah, widow of Josiah Allen 100 



1806. 
1808. 
1811. 
1811. 
1811. 
1812. 
1813. 
1813. 
1814. 
ISII. 
1816. 



William Barrel! 91 

Betty, widow of Joseph Latham 86 

Zerviah Bonney 87 

Cffisar C lap p (colored) 94 

Ann, widow of James Wode 87 

Hannah Barker (Indian) 87 

, widow of Jonathan P. Bearee 92 



Betty, widow of (-apt. Joseph Gannett S7 

Niithauicl Chamberlain 91 

Deliverance, widow of Nathaniel Chamberlain 86 

William Hcrsey 97 

1818. Susanna, widow of Isaac Allen 87 

1822. Joshua Pool 88 

1823. Lydia, widow of Deacon Nathan Alden 90 

1824. Allen Marshall 89 

1825. Seth Latham 87 

1825. Ilachel, wjdow of Job Chamberlain 97 

1825. Ann, widow of Joseph Maxim 85 

1825. Jonathan Alden 93 

1 S2f>. Martha Shaw 85 

1H2r>. , widow of Allen Marshall 86 



1826. Sarah, widow of 



Parks 93 



1826. John Brown S8 

1827. UobertOreen (colored) 106 

1827. Jacob Mitchell 89 

1828. Hannah, widow of Benjamin ChamborlaiD 93 

1828. Betty, widow of Nicholas Wade...^ 94 

1828. Sarah, widow of John Hooper 91 

1829. Jerusha, widow of Jacob Mitchell 85 

1831. Mary, widow of Benjamin Whitman 94 

18.33. Prince Richards (colored) 87 

1835. Nathan Hudson ,„„ 95 

1836. Christopher Seaver 98 

1836. Sarah Porter 85 

1837. Nathan Dawes 87 

1837. Betsey, widow of llev. Kphraim Brlggs 85 

1830. Robert Young S5 

1839. Hannah, widow of Cushing Mitchell 89 

1842. Deacon John Whitman 107 

1842. Nathan Alden 92 

1842. Bradford Mitchell 91 

1844. Margaret, widow of Joseph Wesley 95 

1 844, , widow of Sawtelle S7 

1845. Molly Wade 91 

1845. Mehitable, widow of Daniel Harden, Jr S7 

1846. Klihu Slovens (coloro<1) 90 

1847. Sarah, widow of Joseph Chamberlain ■ 85 

1848. Abiel Washburn 91 

1848. Benjamin Pincin 88 

1849. Levi Keith 89 

1851. Luther Hatch 88 

1851. Hugh Orr 85 

1851. Deborah, widow of Jonathan Reed 85 

18.'>2. Celia. widow of Mark Phillips 87 

1853. Sarah, widow of Allen Hatch 88 

ISfK't. Abigail, widow of Marlboro Whiting . 86 

1854. Rebecca, widow of Lewis Chamberlain 90 

18r.5. Dr. Hector Orr 85 

I 1856. Bathshebn, wife of Thomas Freeman 87 
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I. Hu7, 4>l<]o« of BanllUi KlngBftD _ ST 

I. JoHph Uuixarlh... Sb 

I. B<lMr,i>IJuHor Julml'.UcDii«(l 92 

>. Bapblft, oiaovror Lai Otborn*. 9i 

I. I,«.b, wMowof DotUPreoQh BO 



ISCl. TbamuWbite.. 
1B6I. JobnPorlAT.... 



jf Darid Allan.... M 

AmiiIi D«al< .,... B6 

Charity, •rlJon or Umilgl llrynnt.. II 

EwhklWllilmBi, »0 

iUlMJ, >rifd»r Joaaph lIurrulrB 87 

DoHOB JwiAb WliUiiian. HH 

M«rj, widower IJurlholomBw Trow - BB 

lutaReed « 

UkDDkh, widow of Uri Parksr 8T 

JoMph Rctd 8& 

SuuuelSptIL 88 

SuwiiDK, wlduw of Oalen I^Lhain BO 

MiirKiirat »., i>ul..H uf <^.pC Xalhaiaol Cron 80 

Abigail, widuwuf KuUh. 80 

DBburuli.vUuwor HI "■ ' ' °" 
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OBnjaiuin KsitL. 

Nabbv, widow of Bl»»r Wbilwsn ~ 88 

Ellli iloliD 88 

Ouibiog MKohgll 87 

U , wife of Carajr 86 

Capl.LsTi Keith 81 

Uahllabla, widow of Ciiartei Brown 8T 

ClmrlallD, wi.luw of Jowpii llagil ai 

Zobn ItlobarOa,^ »» 

Hn. Mnry G. (I'uoblw} lli.yt fl.'' 

Miiry.widuw uf Abul UHrfuli IW 

Plioln, wlduw uf Anipli lioiiii Hi 

Saly, widow of Natbani«I ItamadBil 85 

Marjtarat 0., widow of bancon Samual Ua«D OB 

BMhiab, wifa of JoHphu* PrMmui ST 

Hannah, widowof Abijab Sovaranca S6 

Jolin Tbayer.. 85 

Abigail, widow of Altreil Wbllniaii.. 87 

Janiaba L, DInl.... 88 

CUrUu, widow of (Jlivor uiui«.. KS 

Sally, wldaw of — Aalolier... 88 

Sarab, willow of Ooiuion Jbur llarria- BT 

MaryOrr Uryanl 85 

Runioa, widow of Calvin Wubburn HT 

if Thomaa Pi ' 






BO 



Leonard Hill 

Eliubetb. widowof Jaiopb Uunyu... B6 

H>bby, widow of 'William Newball 88 

DnaicI Wbitman... Hi 

Ard Edaon 87 

John Portur Raw) B« 

Jannetl, wlJowaf Jooah Sdaan-..., Ba 

HannaU widow of Zapbaolab Lothrop— H 

Ileinan Keltb 88 

ZeblDft Keith 86 

Joaapb €hiiinberUiti 88 

Bunloe, widow of lasao Brom 88 

Charily, widow of Nathan P. Soul*. 80 



I. DulolflM, wUowof Cut>l. Pi 

, Juiioa SJ'lUall 

:. Ilathahuo, widow of Caul. 

:. Rllia, wifo of Stalioo Chai 

!. Capt. Boolt K ' ' 

' ^etamj, wid- 



IBBO. 

i8sa. 

1880. Joaapb 



CHAPTER IV. 

Praneh War-KaTolnUonaxy War— War of IBIl— Wv of tba 
IloballlDn— Womao'i Work dwring WwuF iliu llulwllion— 
HlllUty R«o>>rdl8ei-e»-Soldlm'Uaimuiei>t— Ueinitrialla 
tba Patrietl* Dwl— Orand Amy of lb* Kepubllg — Milllla. 

Frenoh War.— Of tho soldiera from Knst Bridge- 
water the foDowiag liat i>, as nearly u can be aaeer- 
Uined, a correct one. Such particulars as are here 
ffven are Jorivcd partly froni old reoonla and partlj 
from tniditiotiul sourues. 

Of one or two men it mtut be Mated that tbej 
were reeideuts of other towns at the time of their en- 
liatment, but lived hers after the close of the war. 

The names are given without apewfying to whoae 
command the indiTiduals belonged, though iJioy were, 
respectively, rouuiboTs of scTcrol companies under 
Capi. John Loring, Capt. Simeon Cary, Capt. JoaUh 
Duiibur, and €apl. LiiiLiucl Dunbar. 

The Rridgewaler couipun; ji>incd the British army 
in 1765, and flrat encamped eaat of the Hudson 
River, in the neighborhood of Albany. (The sum- 
mer of that yniiT if nicnmnibli: for no iithur event, 
wiiutd Ik) ruiiioniborcd as buiiig tlic svatHin in wUiuh 
Iho iluriuivu pouin " yaiilceu IKkhHu" wsm Qmt auii};.) 



Benjamin Allen. 


Joaapb Keilb. 


Kbenaier Allen. 


Joaapb I^ham.s 


Elliilijt Allan. 




Bpl.n.im Alko. 


8.1b Latbam. 


JaoabAll«o. 


Tboinaa Latham 


JouMlm.. Alloa. 


Daniel I-aaell. 


Jo«>pb Alten.l 


Janta Uring. 


-luaiab Allon. 


CnpCbhuUrln 


Hl»h Allan. 


Jm:ob MlloLell, 




Bath Uitahall. 


B«Q]>uila Bynn. 


Natliaa HllM. 


Ena. Juaaph Byram. 


.lunalbanOtoulU 


liarid Oonanl-i 


Sniuuel P«jI.' 


JoDalhan ConaoL 


• Nall.ni.i«IRftma< 


Bbeneaer Drake. 


lucraiMlUbiBKi 




John Smith. 


Lieut. Uioafa Freooh. 


Joaapb Shaw. 


6«th Harden. 





Sllaa Harrii. 

Lioul. .lubn llaainor. 



inppoaed to bars Iwen praaant at tba eaptnra or Quab 
with imallpoK; died a Taw imjt lai 



June IS, 1780. 
' Waa Id the Can 

• Wai in ixulu t 
Prenob, on.lcr Ur.c 

• Died 1.1 larvlua 

• Wu 4> .abooill. 

poaedk 



>aipedlli0D; died IT8B. 

be ooptiiro of Fart Frontaoao tVam tba 

or Uradtlreel, ITS8. 

iliooiiiiAiiler. II* kut on* lag In aarTioa; ia aap. 
B bo«o preiant at the oaplnra of Qnebao. 



HISTORY OF EAST BRIDOEWATER. 



861 



John Snow. 

Mnj. 8iiintiol Tlinxtor. ^ 

John Tirroll.* 



Micah Whito. 
John Whitman. 
Snniuol Whitman. 



The followiDg Roldiere from East Bridgewater were 
with Oen. Winslow (1755) in his attack upon the 
" Neutral French :'' 



Scrgt. Dcnjamin Allen, 
llinhnnl Itartlctt. 
Incroaiie Ucbinson. 
John Smith. 



Caleb Snow. 
Ahnor Harris. 
John Tirroll. 
Mioah Whito. 



Revolutionary War. — "An Exact Muster Roll 
of Capt. Robert Orr*8 Minute Company, in Coll. John 
Bailey's Regt., who inarched from Bridgewater in 
consequence of the alarm of 19th of April, 1775:" 



Rohort Orr, oapt. 
KliHha Miloholl, Int linit. 
llobort DaweB, 2d lieut. 
Stophon Whihnan, sergt. 
David Pratt, sergt. 
Nehemiah Latham, sergt. 
Jacob Allen, sergt. 
Jonathan Allen, oorp. 
JoFuph Uohinnon, oorp. 
Levi Wawhbum, oorp. 
Simoon Gannett, corp. 
K. Washburn, drumV (?). 
John Mitchell. 
Rradford Mitchell. 
Unbert Yonng. 
Arthur Harris. 
Exra Kingman. 
Tsnac Whitman. 
Thomas Wiiitman. 
Samuel Green. 



James Keith, 
•loffoph Wosloy. 
William Mitchell. 
Joseph Whiting. 
Rotheus Mitchell. 
Jonathan Mehurin. 
Beniah Niles. 
Marlborough Whitten. 
John Robinson. 
Ichabod Packard. 
Isanc Allen. 
Christopher Sever. 
Samuel Dyer. 
Timothy Mitchell. 
Luke Packard. 
Zadock Reed. 
David Keith. 
Soth Latham. 
Mark Phillips. 
Eliphax Mitchell. 



Japhet Allen. 

Each man of Capt. Orr's company marched one 
hundred and nine miles, except Seth Latham, who 
marched fifly-five miles. 

" A Muster Roll of Capt. David Kingman's Com- 
pany, in Coll** Edw' Mitchell's Regiment, att the 
Alarm at Squantum or Brantree Farms in March, 
1776:" 



])avid Kingman, capt. 
John Whitman, lieut. 
Benjamin Harris, Heat. 
Ephraim Cary, sergt. 
Robert Dawes, sergt. 
Peter Whitman, sergt. 
David Pratt, sergt. 
Benjamin Wliilman|Corp. 
W. Richardson, corp. 
John Brown, corp. 
WooflwanI Latham, corp. 
James Allen, drummer. 
Isaac Whitman, fifer. 



Joseph Allen. 
Josiah Allen. 
Nathan Alden, Jr. 
Simeon Allen. 
Matthew Allen (3d). 
Job Bearoe. 
Elisha Bisliee. 
Thomas Chamberlain. 
Kbenoser Crooker. 
John Dyer. 
William Bgerton. 
Silas French. 
Seth Gannett. 



* Was at Fort William Henry when it mnn taken by the 
French and Indians ; was taken prisoner by the Indians, but 
escapotl. 

* Present at capture of Fort William Henry, 1757; at cap- 
ture of Quebec, 1750. 



John Hatch. 
John Hudson. 
John Hooper. 
Hesekiah Hill. 
Jacob Hill. 
Walter Hatch. 
William Johnson. 
James Keith, Jr. 
Esra Kingman. 
Daniel Kinsley. 
Silvanus LaKoll. 
John Mitchell. 
Bradfonl Mitchell. 
Seth Mitchell, Jr. 



Nathan Orcutt. 
Peter Pratt. 
Samuel Pratt, Jr. 
John Robinson. 
Zaohariah Shaw. 
Rbeneser Shaw. 
Thomas Sherman. 
Josiah Tory, Jr. 
Jonathan Whitman, Jr. 
Lemuel Whitman. 
Simeon Whitman, Jr. 
Seth Whitman. 
Nehemiah Washburn. 
Mioah White, Jr. 



This. company was paid for the above servioe £42 
7^. 4d. Each man was in the service six days. 

" This is an Exact Roll of Capt. Nathan Aldon's 
Company of Militia, in Coll. Edward Mitchell's Rege- 
ment that Marched to Rhodeisland, on the Alarm 
on the Eight Day of December, 1776, under my 
Command. (Signed) John Whitman, Leut of sd 
Company." 



Days. 

John Whitman, liout 16 

Ephraim Cary, sergt. 16 

Beniah Niles, sergt .• 16 

John Mitchell, corp 16 

Isaac Whitman, corp 16 

John E<lson, corp 16 

James Allen, drummer 15 

Robert Orr 8 

Klisha Mitchell 8 

Peter Whitman 7 

Jonathan Allen 16 

Nathan Aldon, Jr 16 

Bonjaniiii Alden 15 

Simeon Allen 16 

Mnyhew Belcher 12 

Isaac BoKWorth 15 



Days. 

Jacob Hill, Jr. 16 

William Johnson 15 

Daniel Orcutt. 16 

Peter Pratt ., 16 

Ichabod Packard 15 

Joseph Robinson 16 

Edward Robinson 16 

Ilesokiah Reed 16 

Zacbariah Shaw, Jr 16 

Josiah Torrey 16 

Nicholas Whitman 16 

Daniel Whitman 16 

Mioah White, Jr 16 

Josiah Whitman 16 

Simeon Whitman 16 



This company were paid for their services £55 
4«. Bd, 3/. 

The following were enlisted into the eight-months' 
service in 1775 : 



Lieut. Jacob Allen. 
Ensign Jonathan Allen. 
Matthew Allen. 
John Bolton. 
Jos. Egerton, drummer. 
Ebeneser Byram. 
Sergt. A. Winslow Clift. 
Samuel Green. 
Silns Harris. 
William Latham. 
Kliphax Mitchell. 
Rotheus Mitchell. 
Timothy Mitchell. 
John Tirrell. 
Nathan Orcutt. 
George Vining. 
Mariboro Whiting. 
James Wade. 

Enlisted, 177 G: 

James Shaw. 
Robert Pogin. 



Thomas White. 
Joseph Wesley. 
Joseph Whiting. 
Joseph Ramsdell. 
Joseph Smith. 
Adam Gumey. 
Christopher Sea? er. 
Amos Harden. ' 
Nathan Oroutt. 
Rnos Whitman. 
Peter Reed. 
Samuel James. 
Daniel Ramsdell. 
James Ramsdell. 
Zadock Reed. 
Zechariah Shaw. 
Joseph Vinton. 



Peter Reed. 
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Enlisted in 1777, for three years, bounty twenty- 
four pounds : 

Japbet Allen. Wataon Roblnaon. 

Jaoob AlloD, Jr., flfer. Isaac Roblnion. 

Jobn Bolton. Jamei Ilamadell. 

John Brown. Abner Robinaon. 

Solomon Conant. James Robinson. 

Miobael FiUgerald. Daniel Ramsdoll. 

Amos Harden. Israel Sepit. 

Caleb Hayward. Mieab White. 

Silas Harris. Bnos Wbitman. 

William Latham. Bliphas Mitchell. 

Thomas Latham. Robert Robinson. 

Reuben Mitchell. Da? id Keith, Jr. 

In June, 1778, were drafted for nine months' 
service : 

Ohristopher Seaver. Walter Hatch. 
John Tirroll. 

Enlisted in 1779, for three years or during the 
war: 

Watson Robinson. Caleb Hayward. 

Bliphas Mitchell. John Bolton. 

Solomon Conant. Seth Byram. 
Reuben Mitchell. 

Also in 1779, in the Continental Line, from the 
West Military District of East Bridgewater were : 



Amos Harden. 
Isaac Robinson. 
Josiah Sturtevant. 



John Dyer. 
Daniel Brett 
Scipio Pance. 



And same year, '* hired from other towns eight men 
into the Continental service.** 

On the pay-roll of six-months' men, in the Conti- 
nental army, July, 1780, appear the names of 



Joseph Chamberlain. 
Benjamin Chamberlain. 
Robert Pegin. 
Solomon Packard. 



Joseph Rnmsdell. 
James Wade. 
Joseph Whiting. 



In 1781, enlisted for five months, to serve in 
Rhode Island : 

Benjamin Parris. Benjamin Taylor. 

Prince Witherell. 



For three months : 

Seth Byram. 
Samuel Faxon. 
Allen Faxon. 
Joseph French. 



Jonathan Mehuren. 
David Whitman. 
Oliver Mitchell. 
Robert Pogin. 



The last call for soldiers to bo furnished by the 
East Parish of Bridgewater, for the Revolutionary 
army, was in 1781, the quota being thirteen men. 
They were enlisted to serve three years or during 
the war, and were paid for their services by the 
money obtained from the sale of pew -places in the 
meeting-house. Their names : 



Daniel Kinsley. 
Isaac Keith. 



Samuel Whitman. 
William Whitman. 



William OrouU. 
Jaoob Allen. 
William Latham. 
Thomas Latham. 



Israel Bailoy. 
John Bailey. 
Joseph Ramadell. 
James Wlllia. 



The above-named twelve men were prooared io the 
parish, and Oen. Nathaniel Gbodwin obtained a man 
in Plymouth to complete the required list. 

Following is a muster-roll of Capt Jacob Allen's 
company : 

Jonathan Allen, 1st lieut., com. Jan. 1, 1777. 
Jotham Ames, 2d liouL, com. Jan. I, 1777. 
Kotlieus Mitchell, ensign, oom. Jan. 1, 1777. 

Amos Harden, sergt. Isaac Houghton. 

Watson Robinson, sergt. Peleg Pendill. 

William Latham, sergt. Darid Poor. 

Daniel Ramsdell, oorp. James Robinaon. 

Caleb Howard, corp. William Robblns. 

Solomon Conant, corp. Henry Richmond. 

Bliphai Mitchell, mns. Rufus Robbina. 

John Bolton. Bnoch Stockton. 

Abner Robinson. Bnos Whitman. 

John Clapp. Japhet Allen. 

Lot Dwelley. Flisha Curtis. 

Boatswain Duel. Brister Draka. 

Richard Farrington. Michael Fitsgorald. 

James Welch. Silas Harris. 

William Panons. Abraham Perkina. 

Prince Hall. John Lo|io. 

Mark Lewis. Micah White. 

Thomas Latham. Johu Wilkius. 

William Fowler. James Ramsdill. 

Reuben Mitchell. Scipio Solomon. 

Jonathan Mehurin. Joseph Semore. 

William Matris. Primus Wood. 
Robert Robinson. 

All the officers, commissionetl or non-comrotssioned, 
of Capt. Allen's company, except Lieut. Jotham 
Ames, helonged to the East Parish of Bridgewatw, 
as did also a number of the privates. The rest were 
enlisted from other localities. 

In the battle of Bunker Hill were four East 
Bridgewater men, viz. : 

Jonathan Allen. Galeb Howard. 

Japhet Allen. Solomon Conant. 

This company took part in the battle of Stillwater 
Sept. 19, 1777, in which Capt. Allen and Abner 
Robinson were slain. Amos Harden was killed id 
battle near Kingsbridge, N. Y., in July, 1781. Isaac 
Robinson was killed in battle, exact date unknown. 
The following died in service, vis. : Nathan King- 
man, died at Ticonderoga, 1776 ; Samuel James, in 
February, 1776, died in the army at Cambridge; 
Joseph Egerton, Samuel Green, Nathaniel Latham, 
Nathaniel French, Joseph Wesley, John Hicks, and 
John Jeffries, died in the Continental army at New 
York in 1776. James Robinson, Enos Whitman, 
Scipio Pance, and Israel Sepit died in PennsyWania 
in 1778. Silas Harris died in 1777 ; Adam Qnrnej, 
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in 1778. Bnrtlctt Robinson and Benjamin Johnson 
died in service, date unknown. Jonathan Dawes, as 
is supposed, died in the army. Snow Robinson died 
at West Point in September, 1783. Three men of 
the Continental Line died before the war closed, viz., 
David Keith, Jr., 1778; Daniel Ramsdell, 1779; 
and Lieut. Jonathan Allen, 1780. Also the follow- 
ing in the Provincial service, viz. : Jonathan Whit- 
man, Joseph Robinson, Daniel Whitman, and William 
Bgerton, in 1777 ; Bourne Perkins, Josiah Whitman, 
and Majhew Belcher, in 1778. 

LIST OF REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 



Benjainm Aldon. 
Imniui Aldiin. 
</ii|»(. Nnllmii Aldoii. 
Nathan Aldon, Jr. 
Djrraiii A lion. 
Isaao A lion, Jr. 
Gapt. Jacob Allen. 
Jaoob Allen, Jr. 
Drummor .Tainos Allen. 
Liout. Jonathan Allon. 
Japhet Allen. 
Joseph Allen. 
Jofliah Allon. 
Simeon Allen. 
MaUhew Allen (3d). 
Timothy Allen. 
Zenas Allen. 
Joshua Barren. 
Axariah Uoitl. 
Junnihan Wvml, Jr. 
Jofloph Boal. 
Kliphalot Bailej. 
Israel Bailojr. 
John Bailey. 
May hew Belcher. 
Ebeneser Bisbee. 
Blisha BIsboe. 
Luther Bisbco. 
Sergt. John Bisbco. 
Job Boarco. 
Joseph Bolton. 
John Bolton. 
Isaac Bosworth. 
John Brown. 
Knight Brown. 
Daniel Brett. 
Aaron Chamberlain. 
Benjamin Chamberlain. 
Job ('haniliorliiiii. 
Fifcr Jos. Chaml)orlain. 
Thomas ChamberliUn. 
Daniel Cary. 
Rphraim Cary, Jr. 
Lieut. Adnoy W. Clifl. 
Drummer David Conant. 
JoniiUiiMi ('Oiiiiiit. 
Solomon Conant. 
Benjamin Cnino. 
KlH)nnKor Crookor. 
Jonathan (Curtis. 



Jonathan Dawon. 
Lieut. Nathan Dawns. 
Ilobort DawoN. 
Fifer John Dyer. 
Samuel Dyer. 
KbonoKer Drake. 
Joel Bdson. 
John Edson. 
Benjamin Bgerton. 
Joseph Bgerton. 
Fifer William Bgerton. 
Allen Faxon. 
Beigamin Faxon. 
Sergt. Samuel Faxon. 
Joseph French. 
Nathaniel French. 
Silas French. 
Joseph Gannett. 
Matthew <Luniolt. 
Both (lannott. 
Simeon Gannett. 
Adam Gurney. 
David Gurney. 
Jonathan Gurney. 
Thomas Gurney. 
Samuel Green. 
Joseph Hamlin. 
Ensign Amos Harden. 
Arthur Harris. 
Lieut. Benjamin Harris. 
Silas Harris. 
William Harris. 
Allen Hatch. 
John Hatch. 
Walter Hatch. 
Edward Hayford. 
William Hersey, Jr. 
John Hicks (Indian). 
Hoxekiah Hill. 
Jacob Hill, Jr. 
John Hooper. 
John Hudson. 
Nathan Hudson. 
Henry Jackson. 
Samuel James (Indian). 
John Jen*ri(*M (frno negro). 
Benjamin Johnson, 
•losiah Johnson. 
Solomon Johnson. 
William Johnson. 



David Keith, Jr. 
George Keith, 
llolman Keith. 
Isaac Keith. 
James Keith. 
Levi Keith. 
Capt. David Kingman. 
David Kingman, Jr. 
Bsra Kingman. 
Loring Kingman. 
Nathan Kingman. 
Daniel Kinsley. 
Arthur Latham. 
Benjamin Latham. 
Bliab Latham. 
Levi Latham. 
I^athaniel Latham. 
Lieut. Nolinmiah I«atham. 
Koth Jjadiani. 
Thomas Latham. 
William Latham. 
Woodward Latham. 
Isaac Lasell. 
John Lasell. 
Nathan Lazell. 
Silvanus Lasell. 
Allen Marshall. 
Isaac Mehurin. 
Jonathan Mehurin. 
Bela Mitchell. 
Bradford Mitchell. 
Col. Edward Mitchell. 
Eliphas Mitchell. 
Capt. Blisha Mitchell. 
John Mitchell. 
Oliver Mitchell. 
Liout. Rotbeus Mitchell. 
Seth Mitchell, Jr. 
Timothy Mitchell. 
William Mitchell. 
Alexander Monroe. 
Benaiah Niles. 
Nathan Niles. 
Joseph Noyos. 
Daniel Oroutt. 
Nathan Oroutt, Jr. 
William OreutU 
CapU Rol>ert Orr. 
Galen Otis. 
Jacobs Otis. 
Dr. Josiah Otis. 
Ichabod Packard. 
Joseph Packard. 
Luke Packard. 
Solomon Packard. 
Benjamin Parris. 
Thomas Parris. 
Robert Pegin (Intlian). 
Bourne Perkins. 
Stephen Pettingill. 
Anthony Pierce. 
John l*hilli|Ni. 
Mark IMiillips. 
Thomas Phillips. 
Lieut. Samuel Pool. 
Samuel Pool, Jr. 



Jesse Porter. 
Samuel Porter, Jr. 
David Pratt. 
Joshua Pratt. 
Oliver Pratt 
Petor Pratt. 
Samuel Pratt, Jr. 
John Pryor. 
Daniel Ramsdell. 
James Ramsdell. 
Joseph Ramsdell. 
Matthew Ramsdell. 
Hezekiah Reed. 
Peter Reed. 
Zadook Reed. 
Winslow Richardson. 
Abner Robinson. 
Bartlntt Robinson. 
Benjamin Robinson. 
Edward Robinson. 
Isaac Jlobinton. 
James Robinson. 
John Robinson. 
Joseph Robinson. 
Robert Robinson. 
Snow Robinson. 
Watson Robinson. 
William Robinson. 
Soipio (George Keith's 

negro). 
Soipio (Anthony Wint- 

low's negro), 
Israel Sepit (Indian). 
Ebeneser Shaw. 
James Shaw. 
Zeohariah Sliaw, Jr. 
Christopher Seaver. 
Thomas Sherman. 
Joseph Smith. 
Barnabas Snell. 
John Snow. 
Samuel Spear. 
Josiah Sturtevant. 
Benjamin Taylor. 
Winslow Thomas. 
John Tirrell. 
Josiah Torrey, Jr. 
Philip Torrey. 
Thomas Torrey, Jr. 
George Vining. 
Joseph Vinton. 
William Vinton. 
John Wade. 
Nicholas Wade. 
Rol>ort Wailo. 
Alden Washburn. 
Eleaser Washburn. 
Isaao Washburn. 
Levi Washburn. 
Solomon Washburn. 
Joseph Wesley. 
Mioah White, Jr. 
Joseph Whiting. 
Marlboro Whiting. 
Benjamin Whitman. 
Enoi Whitman. 
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Daniol Whitman. 
Pavlil Whitman. 
KiMneser Whitman. 
BleaMr Whitman. 
Blijah Whitman. 
Bsra Whitman. 
Fifer Isaao Whitman. 
Isaiah Whitman. 
Lieut. John Whitman. 
Jonathan Whitman, Jr. 
JoBiah Whitman. 
Lemuel Whitman. 
Nioholas Whitman. 
Petor Whitman. 



Samuel Whitman. 
Kuth Whitmau. 
Beth Allen Whitman. 
Simeon Whitman. 
Thomai Whilman. 
William Whitman. 
Am Whitmarsh. 
Jaoob Whitemarfli. 
James Willis. 
Prinee Witherell. 
Samuel Wood (Indian). 
Christopher Young, 
Robert Young. 



Thomas Osborne, born in Pembroke, 1758, al- 
though not a soldier of the American army from 
Bridgewater, lived there afler the close of the war. 
He enlisted with tho "minute-men" from Hanson, 
and was, later, one of the crew of the famous frigate 
'^ Alliance," as were also his brothers, John and 
Michael. All were said to have been valiant fighters, 
and when Thomas had been taken prisoner by the 
British and kept at Halifax, N. S., for six months, 
he was tauntingly asked by a British officer if he 
would '* enlist again," he replied, " I mean to I" and 
he did so two weeks later, as soon as he was released. 
Be is known to have been in service at Roxbury and 
at Yorktown. His death was in 1837. 

War of 1812.— In the war with England, 1812- 
15, the Bridge water Light Infantry had its head- 
quarters in East Bridgewater, where most of its men 
resided, and which at the time of its charter took the 
place of the militia company of the West District of 
the East Parish of Bridgewater. Its comiuandor, 
Capt. Gyrus Alden, though small in stature was full of 
energy, and had brought this company under a disci- 
pline at that date almost unequaled. Governor 
8trong*s order that this phalanx should repair imme- 
diately to South Boston was received on Sunday 
morning. In a few hours the men assembled on the 
common, and tho promptness with which they ap- 
peared at the State capital is said to have astonished 
his Excellency, who had not made suitable prepara- 
tions for the reception of the troops. The roll, us we 
have obtained it, contained the following names : 



Cyrus Alden, oapt. 
Gushing Mitchell, lieut. 
Bartholomew Trow, ens. 
Thomas Dunbar, firer. 
J. A. Conant, drummer. 
DanM Holbrook, drummer. 
J. Dunbar, bass drummer. 
Bphraim Cary, sergt. 
Levi Washburn, sergt. 
Benjamin Robinson, sergt. 
Jona. Chamberlain, sergt. 
Esra Alden. 
Jonathan Alden. 



Robert J. By ram. 
Francis Cory. 
Jonah Bdson. 
Luther Fuzon. 
AmasA Field. 
Noah Harden. 
John C. Harden. 
Thomas Harden, 
lohabod Howland. 
Asor Harris. 
William Harris, Jr. 
Bela Hill. 
Bezer Hill. 



Ileman Keith. 
Parloo Koith. 
Ruel Linooln. 
George Mitchell. 
Samuel P. Newhall. 
ThaxUr Norton. 
Weloome Otis. 
Martin Osl>ome. 
Beigamin Pinoin. 
William Pratt. 



Doiter PraiU 
David P. Ilnyuoklii. 
Marous llobluson. 
A I van Shaw. 
Natliau P. Soulo. 
Herman Waabbara. 
Thomas White. 
Alien Whitman. 
Martin Whitman. 
Thomas Whitman. 



Roll of names of men from East Bridgewater, who 
marched to Plymouth to defend the cxMist in the 
autumn of 1814, under the command of Capt. Isiiac 
Keith, viz. : 



Siivanus Keith, ens. 
Thos. Whitmarsh, sergt. 
Qeorge Keith, sergt. . 
Lewis Koith, drummer. 
Oliver Sharp, druuimur. 
Buxuluul Allen. 
Daniel Allen. 
Asaph Beals. 
Ford Bearce. 
Bmery Brown. 
Isaac Brown, Jr. 
Uriah Brett, Jr. 
Bli Blanoliard, Jr. 
Joeiah Ronnoy. 
Jacob Bales. 
Daniel Hates. 
Arsa Chamberlain. 
Lewis Chamberlain, Jr. 
Joseph Chamberlain, Jr. 
Plina Edson. 
Ard Edson. 
Luther Faxon. 
Daniel l^'rouuh. 
David (hirney. 
Scth Qurnoy, Jr. 
Cushman Hathaway. 
Seabury C. Hathaway. 
Melsar Hudson. 
Isaao Hudson. 



Luther Hatch, Jr. 
Zina Hayward. 
Joseph Holmrt. 
Calvin W. Keen. 
Thaxtor Koith. 
lohalMMl Koith. 
Manton I^aaell. 
Dean Latham. 
Peleg Osborne. 
William NewhaH. 
Qeorge Y.PhilHps. 
William Pincin, Jr. 
Orrin Parris. 
Thomas Parris. 
Nalliauiul UaiiiMlon. 
Allen M. Porter. 
Jonathan L. Rectd. 
Abel R. Rood. 
Joseph Reed. 
Hodijab Robinson. 
Samuel Snell. 
Miles Standish. 
Peleg SloUwu. 
John Soule. 
Samuel Sturlovmii. 
Lot Whitmarsh, Jr. 
William Wildej. 
Daniel Willis, Jr. 
Nathan Whitman, Jr. 
Martin Whitman. 



In the second war with England, Samuel Greene 
Alden, of Uust Bridgewater, an older hrother of 
Capt. Gyrus Alden, of the Bridgewater Light In- 
fantry, served in the Fortieth Regiment, United 
States Infantry, and was killed at Kastport, Me., bj 
the bursting of a gun, June 5, 1814. 

War of the Bebellion. — During that period which 
plunged the whole nation in the depths of trial and 
woe, this little town was never wanting in prompt and 
decisive action, or efficiency of support to the goyern- 
ment in so far as its means and abilities permitted. 
Nobly responding to the earliest call for volunteer 
troops, and always ready to meet every suooeeding 
demand for aid in the country's need, it has a most 
creditable record to transmit to posterity. 

No braver soldiers fought in the Union army than 
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many whose names nre enrolled in its lists. It counts 
no better citizens than those who returned in the 
thinned ranks of the " Boys in Blue/' and who, to- 
day, still keep in memory the night-watch and the 
camp-fire when the Grand Army Posts assemble to- 
gether. 

At a town-meeting, held April 27, 18G1, the first 
vote was passed '* to raise and appropriate*' sums 
of money for uniforming " the volunteer company 
organizing for the defense of the country," and " to 
raise money to pay each volunteer or his family for 
three months* service, if he should be called into the 
service of the United States,*' etc. (Four thousand 
dollars were then voted.) Other votes of like sig- 
nificance followed. A town council of ten nirnihcrs 
was chosen to carry into eflfcct the aforesaid resolves, 
consisting of, — viz., Samuel G. Aldon, Ghnrlcs A. 
Latham, George Bryant, John Reed, Albert D. 
Wheeler, Jacob Bates, David Pratt (2d), Isaac Nut- 
ter, Sidney Allen, Gushini; Otis. The concluding 
resolution was to this effect : 

"The Citizens of East Bridgewater this day in 
town-meeting assembled do unanimously Resolve that 
they will, to the extent of their ability, maintain and 
defend the Integrity of the Constitution and the 
Union, and uphold the Government of the United 
States." 

At subsequent meetings, during the same year, votes 
were passed, authorizing the selectmen *^ to extend such 
aid as wjis deemed necessary to the families of those 
who had enlisted from this town, and who were depend- 
ent upon such volunteers for support" 

July 26, 1862. The bounty paid to each man for 
the quota of forty- three was voted at one hundred 
dollars. The selectmen were instructed to open a 
rccruiling-ollice ; a committee of eleven persons — 
Isaac Nutter, chairman — were chosen to assist the 
selectmen. 

Aug. 2, 1862. The bounty was increased to one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

March 9, 1863. The additional sum of thirty dol- 
lars was voted to he given to all residents of the town 
who entered Company C, Massachusetts Twenty-ninth 
Regiment, during August and September, 1861. 

April 4, 18()4. Voted to procure a number of men 
'* to fill the town's quota at a rate not exceeding one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per man." 

June 14, 1864. '* Five thousand dollars were voted 
t-o procure forty volunteers for the town's qnotA in 
anticipation of a ciill from the President," etc., 
Francis Worcester, George Bryant, Benjumin W. 
Jlarris, and (lalviii Reed were empowered to act as a 
recruiting committee. 



Aug. 1, 1864. Voted to place in the hands of the 
State trciisuror a sum of money sufficient to furnish 
twenty-five per cent, of the town's quota, at one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars each, to be applied 
under the order of the Governor. 

It can be truly said of the Twenty-ninth Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia that its seven first- 
formed companies were mustered into service earlier 
than any other of the three-years' men furnished by 
New England. Company C of this regiment was 
almost entirely raised in East Bridgewater. It was 
first designated L, in the Fourth Regiment, and a 
few months succeeding its organization (Deo. 13, 
1861) received its permanent assignment to the 
Twenty-ninth, then becoming Company C. The 
signatures of the first thirty-eight men were enrolled 
at a mass-meeting of the citizens, April 24, 1861. 
The number increased to seventy-nine before the 
setting out of the company (on May 18th) for active 
service. 

In the Thirty-eighth Massachusetts, Company D, 
twenty-six East Bridgewater men were enlisted in 
the first quota, in answer to the call for three hun- 
dred thousand troops for three months, and were 
mustered into service Aug. 20, 1862 ; also at the 
same date eight men joined the Fourteenth Artillery. 

In September, 1862, twenty men volunteered, and 
did service in the Fourth Regiment, Company E, for 
nine mcmths. 

In (yonipany K, Seventh Regiment, nine men took 
part in service. 

In Company I, First Cavalry, seven men were 
enrolled and went into action ; aflerwards transferred 
to Company L, Fourth Cavalry. 

Company I, Eighteenth Regiment, two men ; Third, 
Twentieth, and Twenty second Regiments, one man 
each ; Fourteenth Massachusetts Regiment, Fourth 
Battery, three men ; Company A, Twenty-fourth 
Regiment, four men, etc. 

Women's Work during the War of the Be- 
bellion. — Not less ready than their husbands and 
brothers to resjmnd in time of their country's need, 
the women of East Bridgewater did a work in mem- 
ory of which all honor is their due. Previous to the 
departure of the first volunteers several meetings 
were held, and whatever sewing was required to pro- 
vide for their comfort was immediately done. Several 
bundles of garments, etc., were forwarded to the seat 
of war in the summer and autumn of 1861. 

As soon as the United States Sanitary Commission 
had established a New England Women's Auxiliary 
lUiard, and sent out circulars of ap|)eal for asso- 
ciations to assist its work, a meeting was called and 
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ooDvened at the resideoco of Mrs. Kimball E. Shel- 
don, Jan. 16, 1862, at which time a Soldiers* Aid 
Sooiety was organized " to assist the Sanitary Com- 
mission as long as suoh services [wore] needed." 
Mrs. Sheldon was chosen president, and Miss Pamela 
McA. Cole, secretary. 

The society held weekly meetings until July, 1865, 
when the Sanitary Commission announced that no 
further supplies were needed 

Besides this regular organization many persons 
living at considerable distance from the centre of the 
town, or who could not attend the meetings, accom- 
plished much in work sent to individuals in different 
places. The religious societies also contributed at 
various times to the needs of some camp or hospital. 
Of these no record has been kept, but they assist to 
show an aggregate of much moneyed value, and bear 
witness to love and self-sacrifice of fur more worth. 

The children were no less willing to lend their 
assistance, and many little hands forwarded the great 
work. Juvenile sewing societies sprang up in the 
various villages, and many dollars were raised. 

MIUTABY BKOORD, 184il-180A. 

laaUb M. Adanu, Oo. A, 24Ui R«gt.; •nl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; ditcb. Aug. 82, 

1803, for dlMUlity. 
Watson r. Adanii, Go. A, 24th Raft; eul. Oct. 4, 18UI ; diimU out Oct. 

18,1864. 
SUllniAn W. Aldrich, Co. B, Sd R«gt. ; muat in Sept. 4, 1882; moat, out 

May 20, 1885. 
Jobn F. Alexandar, Oo. H, 26th B«gt.; muat. In Sept. 6, 1861. 
George W. Allen. Oo. 0, 29th Begt; eul. April 20, 1861; muat. In May 

22, 1861 ; diach. Mot. 28, 1862; appointed corp. Jan. 1, 1862 ; wounded 

at Antletam, Sept 7, 1862. 
Oharlea B. Allen, enl. April 18, 1864; diach. June 14, 1805. 
Samuel P. Allen, naval aervlce, enl. Juno 23, 1864 ; abip ** Winter" July 

1, 1864 ; yeoman Dec 1, 1864; captain*! clerk January, 1866; dlech. 

Jan. 26, 1865. 
Qeorge W. Andrewi, 6tb Batt., enl. Jan. 29, 1862 ; appointed aergt. Aug. 

16, 1862. 
Thomaa Arnold, Go. G, 29tb Begt. ; muat. In May 22, 1861 ; wounded at 

Antletam, September, 1862; ditch. March 11, 1863, for disability. 
Ablel S. Aabley, must, in Sept 9. 1864, In 29th nnatUcbed Ueavy ArUl- 

lery ; term ezp. June 16, 1865. 
Hartwell Atkina, Go. G, 22d Begt ; enl. Oct. 4, 1861 ; died of wounda at 

MochanlcBvlUe, Va., June 28, 1802. 
Jamet M. Allen, muaiclau, 20tb Begt; muat. In Sept 0,1801; diacb. 

Aug. 8, 1862, by order of War Department 
David Almon. 

Alexia Baker, muat in May IS, 1864, in Vet Bea. Gorpa. 
Aaa W. llatea. Go. G, 29th Begt ; muat. In May 22, 1861 ; diach. Jan. 15, 

1868, for diaablllty. 
Irving Batea, Go. G, 29th Begt; muat. in May 22, 1861 ; appointed corp. 

Feb. 23, 1863; wounded In band July 1, 1862; diach. May 21, 1864. 
Jamea A. Batea, Oo. G, 29tb Begt; muat in May 22, 1801; diwh. Oct 

28, 1862, for diaablllty. 
Samuel Batea, capt. Go. K, 3d Begt. ; muat In Sept 23, 1802; term ezp. 

June 26, 1803. 
William H. H. Datea, 4th Begt; muat in Sept. 26, 1802; Urm exp. Aug. 

28,1803. 
Samuel A. Datee, Go. F; muat in Sept. 10, 1864; 2d Heavy Artillery; 

diach. June 26, 1865, at expiration of lervlce. 
Obarlcs F. Beala, Go. K, Sd Begt; muat In Sept 23, 1802; term exp. 

June 20, 1863. 
James W. Benton, Go. K, 3d Begt; muat In Sept. 23, 1802; term oxp. 

Jane 26, 1863. 
Anthony J. Bearoe, muat. In May 17, 1864, Vet Bea. Corpa. 



■leaser G. Bennett, Go. A, 14Ui Begt ; enl. In 1st risavy Art., adsd ■• 

musbHan ; discb. July 8, 1804. 
I*atrick Berry, eul. Sept. 14, 1864,291b unattaobod Ob. Heavy Art.; tMm 

exp. June 10, 1865. 
Henry W. Ilird, Ou. K,3«l Begt ; must. In 8o|4. 2», 1H02; term exp. Juub 

20.1803. 
Charles li. Donnsy, Go. B, 4tb Begt, must in 8spt 26, 188S ; tans asp. 

Aug. 28. 1803. 
Kara M. Bonney, muet in Aug. 11, 1864, In 80tfa nnattaebad Oo. lal; 

term exp. Nov. 18, 1864. 
Jacob D. Bonney, Oo. D, 38th Begt, most. In Aug. fO, I8e2 ; dtoch. Fab. 

14, 1865, for diaablllty. 
Fradsrick G. BIsboe, muat In Aug. 11,18G4,lu 20tb nnaitaehed Gb.lBf:; 

term exp. Nov. 18, 1864. 
Joseph F. Ilisliee, must lu Aug. It, 1864, in 20tb unattached Oo. Infl ; 

term exp. Nov. 18, 1864. 
Herman Borgman, muat in May 6, 1804, in Vet Bes. Oorpa. 
Andrew G. Blackman, Go. K, Sd Begt.; must lu Sept. 23, IseS; farm 

exp. June 26, 1863. 
William W. Blanchard. Oo. A, 40tb Begt ; most in Aug. 23^ ISSt ; diad at 

llamiHon lloapiUl, Aug. 19, 1864. 
Isaac N. Uuurne, Ou. G, 20Ui Begt ; muat. In May 22, 1801 ; di«:h. at azpu 

of wrvlce. May 22. 1804. 
Algernon 8. llrolt, aergt, Co. 0, 20tb Betct ; muat In 1861; ra-aal. Jaa. 

1, IMVl; rt«niutft. June 10, 184H; taken prisoner at Furt Htodiuau, 

March 25, 1805 ; term exp. July 29, 1865. 
Walter C. Briggs, Go. K, 3d Begt. ; moat, in Sept 23, 1882. 
George D. Brown, Go. G, 29tti Begt. ; must in May 22, 1861 ; killad on 

picket duty at Fair Oaka, Va., June 16, 1882. 
Gilbert Brown, Oo. B, 4th Begt ; must in Sept. 28, 1802 ; term asp. 

28,1803. 
Ghartea F. Bowman, enl. in naval aervica. 
II. F. Ituwniaii, unl. in naval aervlire. 
Henry T. Brown, 24tb unattached Oo. Inf.; muat in Dee. 16, IBM; 

May 12, 1805. 
John K. Ilruwn, Gii. F, I lib Itegt; must In Aug. 23, 1803; WMitMlad 

May 23, 1804*^ discb. July 14, 1805. 
William U. Brown, sergt.. Go. K, 7th Begt ; must In Jana 16, IMl ; 

discb. July 4, 1864. 
William Brown, must In May 0, 1864, in Vat Bea. Oorps; dimnlasad at 

termination of service. 
John Burke. Go. B, 28th Begt. ; must In Aog. 11, 1883. 
John Bryant, Go. A ; must, in Aug. 11, 1862, Ist Heavy Art. ; kUlad tn 

action at Spotlsylvania, May 19. 1864. 
Seth 11. Bryant, onl. in naval servlos. 
Bert rand Burgess, Co. D, 38th Begt; must In Aug. 20,1802; diad of 

scarlet fever. New Orleana, Maroli 20, 1864. 
Henry G. llurgess, ninst in Sept. 10, 1864, 2d lleaTy Art; traiM. Jan. 9, 

1865, to 17th Begt. Inf. 
Lucius D. Durbeck, Go. K, 4tb Begt; must In Sept 26, 189B; tarm asp. 

Aug. 28, 1803. 
William Bowley, Go. A, 40th Begt ; must Aug. 2S, 1882. 
Tbsopb. S. Brown, Jr., enl. Aug. 10, 1864, Oav. ; muat. out Jan. 19, 1866w 
Arthur S. Byrnes, 1st Beat., 38th Begt; enl. Oet 26, 1S64; diMh. Jnna 

30, 1805. 
James Clarke, Go. 0, 50th Begt.; must In Maroli 10,1864. 
William II. Campbell, Go. C, 12Ui Begt ; must lu Sept 23, 1SC3. 
John Carroll, Gii. D, Third Gav.; must in Deo. 30^ 1863; ssrgt. Maj SI, 

1865; discb. Sept. 28, 1865. at exp. of service. 
William T. Garter, enl. Sept. 6, 1864 ; Vet. Bea. Oorps. 
Bodney diurcblll, Co. 0, 29th Begt; must In Jan. IS, 1882; diach. 

Sept 29, 1862, on account of sickness. 
John Oonant, Go. G, 29tb Begt. ; must In May 22, 1861 ; diseh. May 22, 

1864. 
Thomas Conant, Jr., Oo. G, 29tb Begt ; must in May 22, 1861 ; woondad 

In battle of Antletam Sept 15, 1862; pro. 2d Heat Dae. 6, 180S; 

tunu exp. May 21,1804. 
James S. Gunant, naval service ; must in June 28, 1864 ; ratad maatar- 

at-arnis Jnno, 1864 ; yeoman Jan. 20^ 1865 ; disch. August, 188ft, on 

stoamor ** Fort Doneleon.** 
Joebua Cook, Go. D. 38th Begt; must in Aug. 20,1868; dlseh. Jana 90^ 

1865, at exp. of service. 
Joseph II. Cook, Co. D, 38tb Begt ; muet In Aug. 20, 1862; diaoh. Mot. 

23, 1863, for diaablllty. 
Bartholomew Cougblan, Co. K, 3d Begt; most. In Sept 23, 1868; tarm 

exp. June 26, 1863; re-enl. April 18, 1864; diseh. Maroh 27, 1886, 

for disability. 
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Timothy r4>iigti1ln, Ck». K, lUl llegt.; inuil. In 8«]>t. 23, 1802; term exp. 

June 20, t803. 
Timothy Corcomn, 2d H. Art.; must In Sept. 10, 1804; ditch. June 30, 

1805. 
Francis B. Chamherhiin, Go. B, 4th Regt.; mnit. in Sept 20, 1802; term 

ex p. Aug. 28, 1863. 
Elmer P. Gopeland, mu«t In Dec. 10, 1804; 24th DDattacb«^ Ck>.; term 

exp. May 12, 1806. 
Elbrldge (^rocker, 20th unattached Go. Inf. ; mntt In Nor. 10, 1804 ; 

term ox p. June 20, 1805. 
Gharlee Cleland, must, in May 0, 1804, Yet lies. Gorpe. 
William Gnrwin, enl. in Go. ]&,4th Regt; serrod on land three months 

In 1R01 : dl(Hl At roiisacoln, on iNjanl ship " Nightingale,*' 1802. 
Elbridge R. Curtis, Go. G, 29th Regt ; must iu Sept 10, 1801 ; term exp. 

Sept 10, 1804. 
MInot 8. Gurtis, Go. G, 20th Regt.; must in May 22, 1801 ; wounded at 

Malvern Hill, July 1, 1802; corp. Feb. 23, 1803; sergt Jan. 1, 1804; 

disch. May 21, 1804. 
Joseph W. Gushing, Go. A, 14tli Regt ; 1st Reg. H. Art ; must in Aug. 

11, 1802: dinch. July R, 1804. 
Alfrml II. Gnmniiugs, sergt. Go. G, 20th Regt; must, in May 22, IROI ; 

taken prisoner at Morristown, Tenn., November, 1803; died at An« 

dersonvilln May 22, 1804. 
Francis Oillopy, Go. 1), 28th Regt; must in Aug. 10,1803; term exp. 

June 17, 1805. 
Dennett Gotton, Go. G, 28th Regt; must in March 7, 1804; trans. 

to the Yet R«e. Gorps Jan. 10, 1805. 
William Grone, must In May 0, 1804, Yet Res. Gorps. 
Tatrick Gavin, must In May 13, 1804; 11th Inf., regular army. 
John Cook, Go. D, 38th Regt. ; must, in August, 1802. 
Janirs Gtmnor. 
Alliort W. Itnrcv, V*t. K, 7tli llogt, iinist. in Juno 16, 1H01 ; term of ser* 

vice exp. June 27, 1804. 
GlinrloM Darling, Go. K, 7th Regt; must, in June 15, 1801; disch. for 

disability March 17, 1802. 
Freeman Davis, enl. MsyO, 1804, Yet Res. Corps. 
Charles Drake, Co. G, 20th Regt ; must in May 22, 1861 ; re-enl. Jan. 5, 

1804; must Jan. 10, 1804. 
James Duffy, Go. A, 18th Regt; must In Aug. 24, 1803 ; died at Ander- 

sonviile May 31, 1R04. 
John Dunlnp, (Vt. ll,.'Wth liogt ; uiumI. In Aug. 21. 1802; diml at Now- 

Itorno, N. G., March 0, 1805. 
Allen II. DunlHir, <>i. I, .'Llil llogt : must, in August 18ri2; woundod at 

battle of IjMokfiut Mountain ; died at Ciiattumfoga Juno 25, 1804. 
Ruel W. Dunbar, OOth Regt ; must in July 14, 1804 ; term exp. Nov. 30, 

1804. 
Charles E. Dyer, Co. D, 38th Regt ; must. In Aug. 20, 1802 ; died of ty- 
phoid fever at Chesapealce Hospital, Fortress Monroe, Nov. 10, 1802. 
George R. Dyer, 2d lient., Go.G, 20th Regt ; must in Sept 10, 1801 ; re- 
enl. 1804 ; must out July 19, 1805. 
Willinm A. Dyson, Go K, .Id Uegt; must in Sept. 23, 1802 ; term exp. 

June 20, 1803. 
CnrI Kckart Co. C, 10th Regt. ; must In Aug. 4, 1803. 
Benjamin F. Edsoo, Go. G, 29th Regt ; must in May 22, 1801 ; disch. 

April 10, 1803. 
George A. Kdson, 2d lieut ; serve<l In 1st Rog. Ckv. and In 4th Gav., Go. 

I ; must, in April 22, 1801 ; disch. July 22,1801 ; re-enllsted ; served 

till Nov. 14, 1805. 
Seth B. Kdson, Go. K, 3d Regt ; must, in Sept. 23, 1802 ; term exp. 

Juno 20, 1R0:i. 
Heth It Kdson, IM Rrgt; must. In Aug. 18, 1803, in lionvy Art. 
Allen P. Rddy, 3d Regt; must in cavalry Dec 20, 1803; disch. Sept 

28,1805. 
Gurtis Kddy, Co. G, 20th Regt.; must in May 22, 1801. 
Benjamin J. Kddy, Co. C, 22d Regt; must, in Sept 2, 1801; died of 

wounds at Fntr Oaks Jnne 20, 1802. 
Darxlllai F. Kills, Go. B, 3d Regt.; must in Sept. 20, 1802; term exp. 

June 20, 180.1. 
Elihu T. Kills, Go. 1, 1st Gav. ; must in Sept 14, 1801 ; 2d lieut ; disch. 

Nov. 14, 1805. 
Wnterman J. Kills, Go. K, 3d Regt. ; must In Sept 23, 1802 ; term exp. 

June 20, 186:). 
David Klbin. 
James Kstee. 
KdwanI K. Kdson, Go. D, 3«l Gav. ; enl. Dec 20, 1803 ; dismissed Sept 28, 

IMW), at exp. of service. 



John G. Falling, must In May 0, 1804, Yet Res. Corps. 

Joseph J. Farwell, Go. A, 20th Regt ; must in March 12, 1864 ; Mrrloe 

exp. July 20, 1805. 
George L. Faxon, Go. D, 88th Regt ; must in Ang. 20, 1802; disch. Jan. 

14, 1804, at New Orleans, to accept a commission in the U. 8. Ool. 

Troops: appointed bvt capt U. S. Yols. March 13, 1806. 
Charles W. Flagg, Go. G, 20th Regt. ; must in Sept. 10, 1881 ; re-anl. 

Jsn. 2, 1804; must in Jan. 10, 1804. 
Francis R. Flagg, naval service; must, in Ang. 24, 1804, 2d-c]a« fire- 
man, on sloop-of-war ** Brooklyn,** receivlng'Ship ** North Carolina,** 

and steamer ** Hope**; disch. Aug. 23, 1806. 
Rdward F. Field, 20th unattached Co.; must In Not. 19, 1804; term 

exp. Juno 20, 1805. 
Robert G. Follows, Go. C, 20th Regt. ; must in May 22, 1801 ; corp. Oct 

17, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 6, 1804. 
George L. Fisher, must in Sept. 15, 1804, Yet Res. Gorps. 
John B. Fisher, Go. K, 3d Regt ; must. In Sept 23, 1802; term exp* 

Jnne 20, 1803; must. In a second time Jan. 23, 1864, North Ckrolina 

Inf. 
George W. Fisher, Go. G, 29th Regt ; must, in May 22, 1801 ; disch. 

March 11,1803. 
John Flynn, Co. I, 0th Regt ; must iu June 11, 1801 ; trans. June 10, 

1804, to 32d Inf. 
Samuel Foster, Go. K, 7tlt Regt. ; must in June 16, 1801 ; sergt Jan. 1, 

1R03 ; disch. at exp. of service June 14, 1804. 
Tolninn French, Co. 1, 1st Gav. ; must In Sept 14, 1801 ; disch. May 4, 

1804, fur dissbillty. 
William H. French, Co. 1, 1st Car.; must in Sept 10, 1801 ; re-enl. Jan. 

1, 1804, Co. A, P. B. 
Isaac It French, Go. R, 4th Regt ; must in Sept 26, 1862; re-enl. Ang. 

II, 1804, 20lh unattached. 
(Joorgo li. French, 20th uuattachoil ; must in Ang. 11, 1864. 
Kxra T. Fuller, 2iUli unattached ; must in Nov. 19, 1864. 
William 11. Fullorton, Go. G,38th Regt; most in Ang. 20, 1862. 
Leonard F. Gammons, Co. D, 38th Regt ; most in Aug. 20, 1862; lergt 

June 7, 1804. 
Henry W. Gammons, 1st Regt Heavy Art ; must in Aug. 6, 1802. 
James Qleaeon, Co. F, llth Regt.; must In Aug. 18, 1803. 
Charlefi Gould, must, in May 0, 1804, Yet Res. Corps. 
Ilonry K. Gould, Go. G, 20tli Ri>gt ; must in May 22, 1801 ; disch. May 

ir., IHISI; tmus. U> Invalid (;or|M. 
Myron Gonid, Go. D, 38th Regt; enl. Aug. 20,1802; died in hospital, 

llatou Rouge, Aug. 29, IROTi. 
Patrick Griflln, oiii. Sept 0, 1804, Yet Res. Corps. 
Stephen Grigg*, Go. K, 4th Regt ; enl. Sept 20, 1802; disoh.; disablad 

May 4, 1803. 
Silas N. Grosvenor, Go. 0, 29th Regt ; enl. May 22, 1801 ; killed in battie 

at Petersburg, Ya., June 17, 1804. 
Alfred Gumey, Go. K, 3d Regt. ; enl. Sept 23, 1862. 
Alvah A. Gumey, Co. K, 7tb Regt; enl. Jan. 31, 1862; disch.; disabled 

March 13, 1863. 
Seth P. Gurney, Co. D, 38th Regt.; enl. Ang. 20,1862; corp. Oct SS, 

1802; disch. for disability Jnne 8, 1806. 
Marcus M. Hale, Go. E, 4th Regt. ; enl. Sept. 26, 1802 ; re-enl. 20th an* 

nttnched Aug. 11, 1804. 
Henry Z. Hale, 4th Regt.; enl. Sept 20, 1802. 
Nahum G. Hale, Go. A, 40th Regt ; enl. Aug. 28, 1862 ; died at Fort Ethan 

Allen, Oct. 14, 1862. 
Augnstns F. Hall, Co. E, 4th Regt ; enl. Sept 26, 1802. 
Fenllnand Ifalierer, enl. May 0, 1804, Yet Res. Corps. 
Samuel Hall, Go. K, 4th Regt; enl. Sopt 20, 1802. 
John A. Harden, Co. K, 7th Regt; enl. June 16, 1801 ; re-enl. Not. 10, 

1804, 20th unaUachrd. 
Noah T. Harden, Go. K, 7th Regt; enl. Jnne 16, 1801 ; re-enl. Not. 19, 

1804, 20th unatUched. 
Daniel W. Harden, Co. G, 29th Regt. ; died In hospital, Annapolis Junc- 
tion, July 31, 1802. 
Henry G. Harden, Go. K, lOtli Regt. ; enl. Aug. 24, 1881 ; re-enl. 24th 

unattached. 
James W. Harden. Go. G, 29th Regt ; enl. May 22, 1801 ; died Oet — 

1882. 
Nahum F. Hsrden, Co. D, 38th Begt ; enl. Aug. 20, 1862. 
Luthrr Harden, Go. K, 3d Regt. ; enl. Sept 28, 1802. 
Benjamin F Harden, enl. Jan. 14, 1804, 1st OaT. and UeaTy Art ; died 

Sept 4, 1804. 
William II. llanlen. Go. K, 4th Regt;. enl. Sept 20, 1802. 
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Oktlvln Fnuicia narlow, Go. 0, 20th Bftft.; •nl. Miiy 22, 1801 ; r*^iil. 

Jan. 8, 1M4 ; klllwl In battle at Vort Stadman, March 2ft, 1805. 
Everwl J. ilartford, Oo. D, 68Ui B«gt.; enl. March 1, 1864 i niimt oat 

Jalj II, 1885. 
Arthur llarria, Go. A, 14th Ragt; anl. April 23, 1801 ; ro-eul. Ang. 11, 

1802; aenrad In 1st lloary Art. 
William B. Hathaway, Oo. 0, 29th Ragl.; anl. 8apt. 11, 1881 ; llaiit.; 

aanrad In 4tb Regt. thrae moutha. 
Andraw II. Ilaywanl, Oo. D, 68th Itogt. ; anl. March 1, 1804. 
Joahih E. Hayward, Oo. 0, 20th RegL ; anl. May 22, 1801 ; wounded in 

battle of Wildemeaa. 
John llolmea. 
liaao F. mil, Go. K, 7lh Regt; anl. June 1ft, 1801 ; aergt Oct. 20, 

1802. 
Oaleb K. lllcka. Go. F, :)2d Begt. ; enl. Feb. 20, 1802 ; diach. for diaabillty 

Feb. 7, 1803. 
Elijah niiicklcy, Go. K, 3d ilrgt; enl. 8ept. 23, 1802. 
Samuel 8. Hinckley, Oo. A, 13th Regt. ; enl. July 10, 1801 ; aergt-maj. 

Jnly 1, 1803; wounded at Gettyalmrg. 
Robertos F. Ilolden, lOth Batt. Light Art ; enl. March 11,1804. 
Klliha 8. llolbrook, Co. G, 20th llogt ; enl. May 1, 1801 ; 2il liout ; dle«l 

at Fortreas Monroe Ang. 20, 1801. 
John 0. Howland. 
Alonco L. Holmea, Oo. D, 38th. Regt ; enl. Aug. 20, 1802; aergt June 1, 

180ft. 
George Hollla, enl. May 12, 1804, Vet Rea. Oorpa. 
Damon Hoyt, Go. 0, 29tb Regt; enl. May 22,1801; wounded in battle 

at 8pottoylTania May 12, 1804. 
Oaleb L. Uudaon, Jr., Go. 0, 20th Regt ; enl. May 22, 1861 ; died at Gamp 

Denniaon, Ohio, 8ept. 11, 1803. 
Qalen 0. Hudaon, Oo. D, 38th Begt.; enl. Aug. 20,1802; wounded at 

WIncheater, Sept 10, 1804, miiwing and auppoeed klllwi. 
John lludaun, Co. 0, 38lh llugt; iml. Aug. 20,1802; wuuudtMl at Port 

Hudaon, Juue 14, 180:i ; died at home on furlough Nov. 1, 1803. 
John Howard, Oo. F, 12th Regt ; enl. Aug. 11, 1802 ; diich. for diaabillty 

Deo. 27, 1802. 
Eli Holton. 
Almond Ingalla, Go. K, 3d Regt ; enl. Dec. 21, 1803 ; trana. to Vet Rea. 

Oorpa January, 1805. 
Andrew Jackaon, 2-1 th nnattached ; enl. Dec. 10, 1804. 
David Jamea.enl. May 6, 1804, Vet Rea. Oorpa. 
Oharlea W. Jaquith, Go. A, 40th Begt; enl. Aug. 23,1882; killed In 

siege of Frederickabnrg, May 20. 1804. 
Kmary Jaqulih, Oo. G, 20th Regt. ; enl. May 22, 1861. 
Augustus Johnson, 3d liogt 
Jaroca G. Johiiaon, Go. G, 20th Rogt; eul. B(ay 22, 1801 ; re-eiil. Oo. D, 

68th Regt., March 30, 1804. 
WllUani lleury Johnson. Co. G, 20th Regt. ; eul. May 22, 1801 ; diadi. 

for diaabillty Dec. 1ft, 1802. 
Gharlea K. Jordan. Oo. 0, 20th Regt; enl. May 22, 1801 ; disch. for dia- 

aUlity Jan. 16. 1803. 
Jaraea B. Joaselyn, Oo. K, 7th Regt. ; anl. Aug. 24, 1861 ; diach. for dia- 
abillty Oct 7, 1862. 
William W. Joaaelyn, Oo. K, 7ih Regt ; enl. Aug. 28, 1801 ; wunnded at 

Fredericksburg May 3. and died near there May 7, 1803. 
William Jonea, Go. K, 28th Regt.; enl. Aug. 11, 180:t. 
George M. Jenkina, Go. M, 4Ui Gav.; enl. March 1, 1804; disch. Nov. 

14, 1806. 
Hillard Jouea. 
Jamea Kaler, Go. H, 17Ui Begt ; enl. Sept 12, 18iv4 ; disch. June 80, 

1806, by order of War Department 
Aaron M. Keen, Go. A, 14th Begt.; enl. Ang. 11,1802; aerved in 1st 

Art.; died at Fredericksburg May 23, 1804. 
Thomas Keif, Go. L, 1st Gav. ; enl. Ueptemlier, 1801 ; llout 1804. 
George M. KHth, Co. K, 3d Regt; enl. Sefit 23, 1802. 
Theodore 8. Keith, enl. January, 1863; east. surg. naval service. 
William F. Keith, eul. Dec. 1, 1804; yeoman ; cuptain'a clerk June 0, 

1804, steamer ** Fort Donelson ;** diach. Jan. 3, 1805. 
George W. Kenney. 

Francia M. Kingman, Oo. G, 20Ui Regt.; enl. May 22, 1801. 
Jamea KIngmnn, Go. D, 38th Regt ; enl. Aug. 20, 1802 ; died at Marine 

Hoapltal, New Orleana, June 14, 180:). 
Thomaa Kinsley, enl. Aug. 0, 1864, Vet Res. Corps. 
George S. Knowltou, Oo. K, 7th Regt; eul. Juue 16, 1801; disch. for 

diaabillty Nov. 12, 1801. 
Gharlea J. Lakln. 
Edward Lawton, anl. May 6, 1864, Vat Bea. Oorpa. 



John 0. l4untert,Go. G,20th Begt. ; killed in battle at BetbaaiUi Obarek, 

Va., June 1, 1804. 
Alonao W. Leach, Oo. H, 88th Regt; anl. Aug. 21, liMU; wottudod a* 

Oedar Greek Oct. 0, 1804. 
Lebheua l^eacb, Oo. 0, 20th Begt.; enl. May 22, 1801 ; captain. 
AuUiouy Lehi, eul. May 0, 184M, Vet Bea. Oorpa. 
Frauda Lang, Go. D, 28tb Bagt ; enl. March 7, 1804. 
Matthew W. LInooln, aergt.. Go. I, lat Cbv. ; eal. Sept. 14, 1M1 ; 

taken priauner at PiUtka, Fhu ; releaaod March 1, 1806 ; diach. 

Marcli 20, 1806. 
Eugene A. Lincoln, Go. 0, 20th Bagt. ; enl. May 22, 1861. 
David 11. Lincoln. Oo. 0, 20th Bagt ; eul. May 22, 1861 ; died at AuU*- 

tam S«'pt 24, 1802. 
Isaac II. Lin<'4»lu, niualclan, 20th Regt. Heavy Art; eul. Aug. 18,1864. 
Matthew W. Lincoln, 06. 1, let Cbv. ; enl. Sefit 14, 1801 ; aergt., Aug. 16, 

1803. 
William n. Lincoln, enl. Jan. 4, 1804 ; in band, regular army. 
Ilervey Lucas, Oo. 0, 20th Begt ; eul. Sept 10, 1801. 
Albert F. Luiarder, 20th nnatUphed; anl. Aug. It, 1864. 
George R. l<uuinler. Go. D, 38th Begt. ; anl. Aug. 20^ 1802. 
Doiinia Mahonuy, 24l Begt Heavy Art.; eul. Sept 8, 18f»4; tnans. to Oo. 

I). 17th Regt luf. 
Patrick Mahoney, murdered in Waaliingtoii. 
Samuel W. Mann. 
William H. Maine, Oo. E, 4th Begt ; anl. April 22, 1861 ; ro-oal. SopC^ 

20, 1862, 1st aergt. 
Andrew J. Maiae, enl. May 6, 1864, Yet. Bea. Oorpa. 
Nymphaa W. Maraton, Oo. S, 32d Bagt ; aol. Dee. 17, 1861 ; diach. Mot. 

0, 1804. 
John 8. Mnrtin, eul. May 6, 1864, Vet Baa. Oorpa. 
John McAvin, 3d Begt Heavy Art.; ant Sept 14,1864. 
OliaHca McCarter, 1st Regt Heavy Art. ; anl. Aug. 11, 186S ; mortally 

w«»uiid<Ml at 8|Ni|tMylvania May 10. 1804; die«l next day. 
llernard McKenuoy, 3d Begt Heavy Art; anl. 8e|»t. 14, 1804. 
Michael McMahou, enl. May 0, 1864, Vet Bea. Oorpa. 
Noil MuMillau, aergt., Cti. 0, 20th Bogt; enl. May 22,1861 ; wooiMlod 

in battle of Wlldenicas. 
James BIcNuity, enl. May 12, 1804, Yet Baa. Oorpa. 
Martin McNnlty, enl. Sept 7, 1864, Yet Bea. Corps. 
Morton D. Mitchell, Oo. D,38th Begt. ; anl. Ang. 20, 1862 ; 8d lioaL; diad 

on steamer "City of Bath** June 17, 1863. 
Henry H. Mitchell, 6lh Begt; enl. April 17, 1861; aast sore. Ilth H. 

Y. Vols, and of 30th Mass. Yola. ; promoted sorg. 
Wininhi 8. Blltcliell, (Vi. D, 68th Begt; onl. March 1, 1864 ; lUach. July 

14, 180r>, ut ex p. of sorvice ; prisoner. 
Gerry Mitchell. 

Juhu W. Mitchell, 20th unattachoil Gb.; anl. Aug. 11, 1804. 
John Miltuii, 2d Rvgt Gav.; anl. Get SI, 1804. 
George M. Monroe, 24th unattached Oo. 
William II. Morse, Oo. 0, 20tb Begt. ; enl. May 22, 1861 ; trana. to Bsitt. 

L, 4th U. 8. Art; re^nt May, 1864. 
George H. Morse, eergt Go. 0, 20th Begt. ; anl. May 22, 1801. 
William H. Moaher, color aergt Go. B, 20th Begt. ; enl. May 14, 1861 ; 

killed at Spottaylvanla May 12, 1864. 
Charlca Murphy, lllh Regt.; onl. March 7, 1864; unaaaigned reftmit. 
William Murphy, enl. Blay II, 1804, Yet. Boa. GbnM. 
John Miller, Go. 1, 11th Begt ; enl. June 13, 1801. 
John M. Naaon, Go. G,20th Bagt; anl. Sept 16, 1861 ; diad at O^mp 

Nelattn, Ky., March, 1863. 
George W. Newhall, enl. July 20, 1864. 
Charlea A. Nourse, enl. Sept 8, 1864, 2d Begt Heavy Art 
Edmund W. NuUer, Oo. D, 38th Begt ; enl. Ang. 20, 1862 ; diach. for 

disability at Marine lloapiul. New Orleana, La., May 26, 1863. 
Richard Nuttorville. 

William O'Brien, Co. H, 17th Begt.; onl. Sept 8, 1864. 
Kdwant 8. Owborne, Co. G, 20Ui Begt; anl. May 22, 1861 ; aanrad in 4th 

Regt. ; disch. Aug. 10, 1861, for disability. 
Eliab N. Oabtirne, Oo. F,32d Begt; anl. Feb. ai», 1802;.ra-oul Ck». I, 

68th Regt, May 13, 1864. 
Henry A. Osliorne, Go. G, 20th Regt; enl. May 22, 1861; wounded at 

Antiotnni, Svpt 17. 1802 ; n^eni. Jan. 2, 1864. 
Pelog OeUiriio, Jr., Go. I), 38lli Uegt. ; diod at Oaiup Stanton, LynnAeld, 

Aug. 20, 1802. 
WilllHUi II. OMiionio, (ki. C, 20th Begt; enl. May 22, 1801 ; wuundod al 

Alalvcini Hill July 1, 1802 ; diach. Ihio. 4. 1802, for dlaaLillty. 
Adam Ott, Co. F, 2Uth Begt ; enl. Aug. 7, 1863; ra-ont in Ok U, Aftil 

28, 1806. 
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WiniMn 0*Nel1. 

AlphriiM 1*nokArfl, (Vi. C, 20lli Rrgt. ; onl. Srpt. 10, 1H01 ; tninN. Sept. 3(), 

1803, (o tlio Tnvalid Corps. 
Edmnnd T. rnokard, Co. G, 29th ReRi. ; enl. Sept. .10, 1801 ; sergt Jan. 

1, 1863 ; dfad at Aiiiiapollii, April 24« 1864. 
Fraok G. Parker, Co. O, 38tli Regt ; eol. Aug. 20, 1802; oorp. Jnne 1, 

1800. 
William Tctera, enl. May 7, 1864, Vet. Res. Gorpe. 
William Pnterin, mil. May 0, 1804, Vet. Ree. Corpt. 
William IVteteon, 2<l Cav. ; pdI. Oct 2ri, 1804. 
l*atrick Popiianl, enl. Sept. 7, 1804, Vot. Res. Corps. 
Slmou Peti^r, (U B, Ulli liegt. ; enl. Aug. 14, 1803. 
Uriah Phrl|M, (V». I, llth Reffr.; enl. Aug. 14. 1803 ; illach. March 7, 

iKfVl, rurtiiiialiinty. 
GalTin Porter, Ci*. K, 7th Regt.; enl. Jane 16, 1801 ; dlach. June 27, 

1804. 
laaac R. Porter, Co. I, liit Cur. ; onl. Sept. 14, 1801 ; trana. to Co. 1, 4th 

OaT. 
John Porter, Co. D, 3d Cav. ; enl. Dec 31, 1863 ; 2d lieut Oct. 6, 1866. 
Jjawrence V. Poole, Co. C, 2tfth Rcgt. ; enl. May 22, 1801 ; corp. ; diach. 

Oct. 7, 1H62, for illimMlity. 
Janica II. I'icrco, 4tli Iti^t. ; vnl. April 22, \m\ ; diach. Jnly 22, 1801. 
Ebeneser II. Pratt, Co. C, 20th Regt. ; enl. May 22, 1801 ; detailed to 

Light Artillery May 18, 1862; oorp. June, 1803; re-enl. in 4th Art. 

Nor. 20, 1803. 
Allen P. Pratt, enl. Aug. II, 1864, 20th nnattaehed. 
laaae S. Pratt, enl. Aug. 11, 1864, 20th unattached. 
John Plewa, enl. May 8, 1864, Vet. Rea. Corpa. 
Patrick QiilKlny, Co. K, .'Id Regt. ; enl.8<<pt.2:i, 1802; roeiil. 2(1 II. Art., 

Co. II, Oct. 6, im\. 
Janioa Quinn, onl. Sept. 7, 1804, Vet. Rea. Cur]M; diacii. Not. :K), 1866, 

by order of War Department. 
Alexander Qnlnnin, enl. May 6, 1864, Vet. Rea. Corpa. 
Amaa Bamadell, Co. K, 7th Regt. ; enl. June 16, 1861; traua. to Vet. 

Rea. Corpa March 18, 1864. 
Beth L. Randall, Co. A, 40th Regt ; enl. Ang. 23, 1862. 
John Redding, enl. Hay 10, 1864, Yet Rea. Corpa. 
John N. Reed, Co. K, 3d Regt. ; enl. SepL 23, 1862. 
DaTid P. Reynolds, Go. K, 3d Regt.; enl. Sept. 2.3, 1862; eorp. ; re-enl. 

6(nh Rcgt. July 14, 1804. 
Jonlnh K. Itnyiiohlii, 1\k K, .'Id Itogt. ; enl. 8(M*t. 2:1, 1802; ro-onl. G(Uh 

Rcgt. July 14, 1804. 
Michael Ititte, onl. May 0, I8<'i4, V«t. Rea. ()iir|w. 
J«iNiah Richmond, <'u. K, 4th lleKiment ; enl. Sept. 20, 1802 ; aergt. ; dio<l 

at Marion, Ohio, Aug. 16, lK6:i. 
Ilorace A. Ripley, Co. G, 29th Rcgt; enl. May 22,1861; re-enl. Jan. 2, 

1866. 
Wallace R. Ripley, Co. 0, 29th Regt. ; enl. May 22, 1861; died at New- 
port Newa, Va., Aug. 9, 1862. 
Jamea L. Robinaon, Co. G, lat C^t. ; enl. December, 1863 ; acted aa 

bugler. 
William F. Rounds, Co. C, 29th Regt. ; enl. May 22, 1801 ; re-enl. in 20th 

unattached Not. 10, 1804. 
Jamoa Rogera, Jr., Co. A. lOtli Regt ; enl. July 2, 1801. 
Thomas Ruaaell, onl. May 0, 1804, Vet Rea. Corpa. 
John Ryau,Hor);t. 
Otto Rlem, Co. D, llth Regt., enl. Aug. 12, 1803; died of wounds at 

Beadrille, Aug. 9, 1804. 
Timothy Reardon, died In serrice. 
Leonard Revis, enl. Aug. 13, 1884, Vet Res. Corps. 
Kxra F. Sampson, Co. K, 3d Regt; enl. Sept 23, 1862 ; term exp. June 

26, 186:1. 
James II. Sampson, Co. D, 68th Regt ; enl. March 1, 1804 ; dlseli. June 

30, 1806, by order of War De|Hirtraent. 
John T. SamiMon, Co. C, 29th Regt ; enl. Sept 16, 1801 ; disch. at Oon- 

Yalcscent Camp, Alexandria, Jan. 27, 1803. 
William S. Sampson, Co. C, 18Ui Regt; snl. Dec. 16, 1862 ; trana. to Vet 

Roa. Coqw. 
Eugene Sanger, Co. D, 38th Regt; enl. Aug. 20, 1862; wounded and 

died at Bialand, La., April 1.3, 1803. 
Peter Scofleld, enl. Sept 7, 1804, Vet Vol. GonM> 
Alonxo Sliarfif Co. C, 20tli Regt ; enl. Sept 10, 1801 ; term exp. May 22, 

1804. 
KilwanI Sharp, Ci». K, 'M Rngt; enl. Sept 2.1, 186i; term exp. June 20, 

1803. 
Oliver M. Sharp, Co. K, 4th Regt; enl. Sept 26, 1862; re-enl. in 20th 

unattached Aug. 11, 1864. 



Simoon Sharp, Co. G, 38th Regt ; enl. Ang. 20, 1862 ; tern. exp. Jans 

30. 1806. 
Cliarira F. Shaw, Co. R; 4th Regt. ; enl. Sept 26, 1862 ; died at Msmphia, 

Tenn., Aug. 9, 1863. 
Ira C. Shaw, mualcian. Go. C, 29th Regt; enl. May 22, 1861; diaeh. 

March 2, 1863. 
Jerome Shaw, 20th unattached ; enl. Ang. 11, 1864. 
William Shaw, Go. D, 18Ui Regt ; enl. Dec. 19, 1863 ; trana. to a2d Regt 

Inf. Oct 21, 1804. 
ItonjAnilii Siddali, (!o. C, 29th Regt; onl. May 22, 1801 ; wounded ; diach. 

for diaability July 4. 1801. 
Janiefl Slildall, Co. G, 20th Regt ; enl. May 22, 1861 ; disch. for disability 

July 20, 1801. 
Daniel Slattery, enl. Sept. 7, 1804, Vet. Ros. Corps. 
Rpuben B. P. Smitli, 2d II. Art ; enl. Sept 8, 1864 ; disch. June 26, 1866. 
William U. Smith, Co. C, 29th Regt; enl. May 22, 1861; diach. for dis- 
ability Oct 19, 1862. 
William W. Smith. Co. C, 29th Regt ; enl. May 22, 1861 ; died at New- 

berne, N. C, Oct 30, 1864. 
William Springfleld, enl. Sept. 7, 1864, Yet Res. Corps. 
Denjanilii Stciiigardt, Co. C, :i8th Regt; snl. Aug. 20, 1862; disch. for 

diMibility Not. 17, 1803. 
Daniel N. Stcingnrdt, Co. G, 38th Regt; enl. Ang. 20, 1862; must out 

Jnne 30, 1806. 
John F. Stelngardt, Co. C, 38th Regt. ; enl. Aug. 20, 1802; died in hos- 
pital, Baton Rouge, Sept 2, 1863. 
Joseph A. Stelngardt Go. C, 38th Regt; enl. Aug. 20, 1802; disch. for 

dimliiiity Aug. 22, 1863. 
Andrew J. SlelMiii, Cii. D, 38th Regt. ; enl. Aug. 20, 1802; sergt Not.1, 

18412 ; wounded at Port Hudson May 27, 1803 ; klllsd in Utttle,WlD- 

cheater, Va., Sept. 10, 1864. 
Jaaon E. Stetson, Co. E, 4th Regt; enl. Sept 26, 1862; term sxp. Aug. 

28, 1863. 
John BI. Stetaon, Co. E, 4th Regt.; enl. Sept. 26, 1802 ; term exp. Aug. 

28,1863. 
Hugh Stran, Co. C, 29th Regt; enl. Sept. 16, 1861; dlach. for diaOytlity 

Oct 30, 1802. 
John T. SlurtoTant, Co. G, 20th Regt ; enl. May SS, 1861. 
George Stnrtevant, died In aerTice. 
Zionafl W. SturteTant, Co. K, 3d Regt. ; enl. Sept 83, 1862; term exp. 

June 20, IMl'l. 
Jacob I*. S|i(N>nor, Co. K, 4tli Regt ; enl. Sept. 20, 1802; disch. Aug. 88, 

18n:t. 
Wiilinin Hlirrbinn, onl. March 7, 1804. 
John W. Hylveetor, Go. 1, 1st CaT. ; enl. Dec. 4, 1861 ; dlsd at Andsrson- 

Tille, Nov. 10, 1804. 
Lyaander M. Thomiiaon, aergt 24th nnattaclied ; enl. Dec 10, 1804. 
Vernon M. Thonipaon, Go. G, 29th Regt.; enl. Sept 16, 1861 ; diach. for 

diaability Oct. 11,1802. 
Joehua Thorp, 24th unattached; enl. Dec. 10, 1804. 
Jeremiah I). Thurlow, Co. E, 4th Regt; snl. Sept 20, 1862; re-enl. 

March 31, 1864, regular army. Signal Corpa. 
Mercer V. Tillaon,4th Regt; enl. April 22, 1861; re-enl. March 18, 

1864, regular army. Signal Corps. 
SylTanua Tinkham, Co. D, 38th Regt; enl. Ang. 20, 1868; trans, to 

Vot Rea. Corpa May 31, 1863. 
Elijah II. Tolman, Go. C, 29th Regt. ; enl. May 22, 1861 ; dlsd of wounds 

at Antietam, Sept 18, 1862. 
Augustine Towle, enl. May 6, 1864, Vet Res. Corps. 
Daniel W. Tribon, Go. C, 29th Regt; enl. May 82,1861; corp. Oct I, 

1801 ; wounded at KeedysTille, Md., Sept 16, 1862 ; disch. for disa- 
bility January, 1803. 
George II. Trow, color eorp. Go. D, 38th Regt ; enl. Aug. 20, 1862; killed 

In battle of Disland, La., April 13, 1803. 
John Trimble. 

George E. Tates, 20th unattached; enl. Aug. 11, 1804. 
Isaac S. Thomas, Go. A, 1st IleaTy Art; enl. Aug. 11, 1862; term sxp. 

Jnly 8, 1864. 
airistopher Talbot, Co. F, 68th Regt ; enl. March 12, 1864. 
James O. Underwood, Co. D, 38Ui Regt ; enl. March 1, 1864; killed at 

Shady OroTe Glinrch, June 3, 1864. 
Henry W. Vella, 14th Regt; snl. Feb. 8, 1868; taken prisoner in cam- 
paign 1804 ; diach. Jnly 6, 1864. 
Augustus n. VIrknry, Go. II, 68Ui Itogt; snl. April 18, 1864; disch. for 

disability March 27, 1866. 
Horace Vosmiis Co. I, 8d Ragt ; enl. May 26, 1861 ; died of wounds in 

hoqrftal, Winchsstsr, Va., Juns 4, 1862. 
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JuBM WaltU. 

Andraw J. WagMr, •nl. Mny 11, 186i, Vet. Bm. Oorpt. 

John 8. Walali, Go. H, ISth lUgt.; •nl. Aug. 84, 1861. 

Jmmm L. Wasbbarn, Go. 0, 29th Bagt.; anl. 8apt. 16, 1861; trana. to 

Batt. L,4th Art. 
OaoTfca A. Whrelar, Oo. D, 38th Bast.; aul. Aug. 20, 1862; woundad at 

Port Hudaoo May 27, 1863. 
Onahlug Whlta, Oo. A, 14tb Art.; anl. Aug. 11, 1868; diaoh. Jaly 8, 

1864. 
Xdwanl Wliila, Oo. D, 11th Begt. ; anl. Fab. 89, 1864. 
Jamaa B. Whlta, Oo. 0, 89th Bagt.; anl. May 88, 1861 ; diaoh. Jan. 1, 

1864, to ra^nliat. 
Hahamlah Whlta, Go. 0, 20th Bagt ; anl. May 22, 1861 ; woundad ; dlaeh. 

for diaablllty Fab. 16, 1863. 
BaBual a Whita, Go. D, 88lh Bagt ; anl. Aug. 20, 1862; wonndad at 

Port Iludaon, Juna 14, 1863; diach. for diaablllty Juiia 10, 1806. 
Aaa W. Wlillnian, Oo. 0, 29tb Begt; enl. May 22, 1861 ; trana. to Batt 

L, 4th Art; ra<«ul. Sept 5, 1864, In naral aarvloa on tleainar 

"Saoo." 
Obariea G. Whitman, Oo. 0, 29th Bagt. ; anl. May 22, 1861. 
Fraadom Whitman, Go. G, 20th Bagt ; anl. May 22, 1861 ; corp. Oct 1, 

1861. 
Hathan D. Whitman, Itt lleut.. Go. 0. 29th Begt ; enl. May 1, 1861. 
Jamaa Wilder, Ob. K, 7th Begt. ; enl. Jane 16, 1861 ; dlach. June 27, 

1864. 
William Wilder, Go. K, 7th Begt; enl. June 11, 1861 ; wounded at Fred- 

erlckaburg May 3, 1863 ; dlach. June 16, 1864. 
George H. WInaor, anl. in naval aerTlce; killed Jan. 16, 1865, at the 

atorming of Fort Fiaher. 
XMridge W. WInaor, Oo. D, 38th Begt. ; enl. Aug. 13, 1862 ; wounded at 

Port Hudaon Jane 16, 1863. 
OaoTge W. Wood, 29th Begt, unattached Heavy Art ; enl. Sept 12, 

1864. 
Alflrad Worthlngton, Oo. I, let Oav.; anl. Sept 14, 1861 ; trana. to Go. I, 

4th Oav.; ra-enllated. 
Levi Wright, Oo. 0, 29tli llogt ; oiil. May 22, 1861 ; dlacli. for dlxMbllity 

Jan. 21, 1863. 
Thatcher P. Wright, Go. 0, 29th Begt.; enl. May 22, 1861 ; diach. for 

diaablllty Jan. 16, 1863. 
Oharlaa Wright, 16th Batt Light Art; enl. March 11, 1864; dlach. June 

27, 1866. 
Xdward WlUlama, Oo. 0, 29th Begt.; enl. May 22, 1861; trana. to Vol. 

Blfla Oorpa. 
Herbert 0. White, Go. 0, 20tli Begt.; anl. Sept 16, 1801. 
Joaeph M. Whitman. 

Bafaello Qulnonea, anl. Sept 2, 1864, Vet. Bea. Oorpa. 
Farender 0. Nagaa. 
Oharlaa Wilaon, Go. F, 58th Begt. ; aul. March 12, 1864. 

Soldiers' Monniiieiit. — On the Slst of December, 

1868, the first movement was made toward the erec- 
tion of a soldiers' monument in East Bridgewater, 
when a meeting of the citizens was held at the town 
hall for tho purpose of forming a Monumental Soci- 
ety. It was well attended ; Hon. James H. Mitchell 
presiding and William H. Osborne, E^., acting as sec- 
retary. Committees were chosen, and all plans pro- 
posed were discussed. 

During the previous summer the sewing-circle of 
the First Parish Society had voted a certain part of 
the proceeds of its labors to the cause, and in the 
month of December the Soldiers* Aid Society had 
offered the funds left in its treasury (amounting to 
between three and four hundred dollars). 

This meeting adjourned to Jan. 7, 1869. A per- 
manent organization was fully established Jan. 28, 

1869, and a constitution adopted and published. 
Through the efficient labors of the committees the 



arrangements for the erection of the monament were 
completed, anci the shaft was located on the oommon, 
opposite the First Parish Ohuroh, in November, 1873, 
and formally dedicated, with appropriate coroiuonioB, 
on the 17th day of September, 1874, on whioh oooa- 
sion Hon. Benjamin W. Harris delivered an oration. 
Tho monument is of Quiucy granito, thirty-three 
feet four inches in height. On one side it bean the 
following inscription : 

<' Breelod by 

TUR CITIZENS OF BA8T ISRinOKWATBR, 

A.D. 187.% 

IN MKMORT or 

THBIB TOWNSMEN 

who, in the war of 1861-66, 

and in the 
Service of the United SUtes, 

gave their lives 
That tho Nation might live." 

On the three remaining sides are the names of forty- 
seven deceased soldiers. 



Hartwell Atkioa. 
Q«org« D. Brown. 
Ucrtimnd Durg«M. 
John Ilrynnt. 
WwMlbriiiKo nryant. 
AlfrMl 1). Oiiuiniluga. 
Williniii Ciirwin. 
Alloii II. Duiilmr. 
Juhu DtiiiUp. 
GbarlM S. Dyer. 
Benjamin J. Kddj. 
Myron Gould. 
Silaa N. GrotTenor. 
Henry Z. Hale. 
Nalium 0. Hale. 
Jauioe W. Harden. 
(kWiu yraucia Harlow. 
Silsha 8. Holbrook. 
Oalob L. Hudaon, Jr. 
Galen 0. Iludaon. 
John Hudaon. 
William W. JoaMlyn. 
Aaron M. Keen. 



David H. Uneolii. 
Obariea MeOarter. 
Morton D. Mitchell. 
WlUlam H. Moahar. 
John M. Naaun. 
Polrg 0«borne, Jr. 
Kdmund T. l*«i*jKaril. 
Tltti«*lhy lUitnUiM. 
IHivld P. Ueyuoida (Sd). 
Joalah RidiaMMid. 
Wallace &. Bipley. 
Bngene Sanger. 
Oharlee F. Shaw. 
John F. Steingardt. 
Andrew J. Stetaon. 
Geori^e Slurtenuit. 
John W. Sylveator. 
Klijah H. Tolman. 
George H. Trow. 
Jamea 0. Underwood. 
Horace Vounoa. 
Jamea Wilder. 
George H. Wloaor. 



Jamea Kingman. 

MEMORIAL OF THB PATRIOTIC DBAD. 

VLISHA 8. nOLDROOK. 
lilouU i»Ui Maaa. Inf. Died Aug. *M, ISOl, Fori Monroe; a^o 21. 

HORAOI V08MUS. 
2d Maaa. Inf. Died of wounda June 4, 1868, Wlncheatar, Va. ; •«• 

OlORGB D. BROWN. 
29th Meat. Inf. Killed June 16, 1882, Fair Oaka, Va. ; aga 26. 

HARTWKLL ATKINS. 
22d Meat. Inf. Died of wounda, June 28, 1802, MecliaaloavllU, Ya.; 

age 90. 

UKNJAMIN J. KDDY. 
22d Meat. Inf. Died of wounda, June 28, 1808, Fair Oaka, Va. ; aga 20. 

DANIEL W. HARDKN. 
20tb Maaa. Inf. Died July 91, 1802, Aanapolla JuacUon ; aga 23. 

WALLAOS R. RIPLIT. 
29th Haia. Int Died Aug. 0, 1808, Newport Newa, Va. ; aga 23. 

PKLKQ 08B0RN, Ja. 
38th Maaa. Inf. Died Aug. 29, 1802, Camp SUnton, Lynnfteld ; aga 4A. 

BLIJAU H. TOLMAN. 
29th Maaa. Inf. Died of wounda Sept. 18, 1888, AnttHaoA; aga 29. 

DAVID II. LINCOLN. 
29th Maaa. Inf. Died Sept 24, 1802, AaUetam ; aga 20. 



HISTORY OF BAST BRIDQEWATKR. 



861 



JAMB8 W. HARDEN. 
20th Mom. Inf. Dlwl Oetobor, 1882; nge 28. 

NAIIUM C. HALB. 
40th Hut. Inf. Died Oct. 14, 1862, Fort Ethan Allen ; age 32. 

CHARLES E. DTER. 
38th MttH. Inf. Died Moy. 16, 1862, Cheeapeake Hoepital, Fortreii Hon- 

ro« ; age 24. 

WlMilABl GURWIN. 
U. 8. Nary, 1862, Peneacola. 

W(K)nnKIl>GK BRYANT, 
asth Maw. Inf. Died January, 186:1, Now Orleans. 

JOHN »1. NAHON. 
2iHh BfniM. Inf. DM Blarcli. 18(Kt, Nicholaavlllo, Ky. ; age 21. 

GROIIOE II. TROW. 
Color Corp. 38th BlaM. Inf. Killrd April i:), 1863, VIeland, La.; age 22. 

EUGENE SANGER. 
38th Blast. Inf. Died of xronndii April 13, 1863, BIsland, La.; age 20. 

WILLIAM W. .lOSSELYN. 
7th Mass. Inf. Died of wonnds May 7, 186:*, FrederickslmrR, V«.; 

age :I2. 

JABIES KINGMAN. 
38th BlaM. Inf. Died Jnne 14, 1863, New Orleans ; age 30. 

MORTON D. MITCHELL. 
Ltont 38th Maw. Inf.; died June 17, 1863, steamer "City of Bath ;** 

age 29. 

CHARLES r. SHAW. 
4th Bfam. Inf. DI<nI Aug. 9, 1863, Bloniplils, Tenn. ; age 38. 

JOSIAH RICIIBIONI). 
Sergt. 4th Mass. Inf. Diod Aug. 1A, 1863, Blarlon, Ohio ; age 37. 

BIYRON GOULD. 
38th Mass. Inf. Died Ang. 29, 1863, Baton Ronge, La. ; age 21. 

JOHN r. STEINOARDT. 
38th Ma«. Inf. Died Sept 2, 1863. Baton Rouge ; age 34. 

CALEB L. HUDSON, Jr. 
29th Mass. Inf. Died Sept 11« 1863, Camp Denison, Ohio ; age 19. 

JOHN HUDSON. 
38th Masn. Inf. Died of wounds Nov. 1, 1863, F^tst Bridgowator, Blam.; 

BRti :\H. 

BERTBAND BUKGESS. 
38th Mass. Inf. Dletl March 20, 1864, Nnw Orleans; age 20. 

EDMUND T. PACKARD. 
Sergt. 29th Mass. Inf. Died April 24, 1864, Annapolis, Md. ; age 37. 

WILLIAM H. MOSHER. 
Color Sergt. 29th Mass. Inf. Killod May 12, 1864, SpottsyWania ; age 23. 

JOHN BRYANT. 
Ist Mass. Heavy Artillery. Killed In batUe May 19,1864,SpottByIrania ; 

age 37. 

CHARLES Mot^ARTER. 
1st MasB. Heavy Artillery. Died of wounds Majr 19, 1804, Spotlsylva- 

nia ; age 46. 

ALFRED B. CUB1MINGS. 
SorgL 20tli BlaM. Inf. Died May 22, 1864, Audersonvllle ; age 26. 

AARON M. KEEN. 
1st Mas^. Heavy Artillery. Died May 23, 1804, Frederioksbnrg, Ya. ; 

age 40. 

CHARLES W. JAQUITH. 
Corp. 40th MaM. Inf. Killed May 24, 1864, Fredericksburg, Ya.; age 34. 

JAMES DUFFY. 
18Ui Mass. Inf. Died May 31, 1864, Andomunville; age 22. 

JAMES O. UNnKRWOOl). 
38th Mass. Inf. Killeil Juno 3, 1864, Rhady Grove Church ; age 34. 

SILAS N. GROSYKNOR. 
Sorgt. 29tli Mass. Inf. Killod June 17, 1864, Petersburg, Ya. 

ALLEN B. DUNBAR. 
33d Blass. Inf. Died of wounds Juno 26, 1864, GiaUanooga ; age 26. 

OTTO RIEM. 
11th Blam. Inf Dle«l of wounds Aug. 9, I8f4, Romlvlllo, Mass. ; age 22. 

WILLIAM W. BLANCH A RD. 
40tli Blass. Inf. Died Aug. 10, 1864, Hampton lloaplUl ; age 32. 



BENJAMIN F. HARDEN. 
1st Ma«. Oav. Died Sept 4, 1864 ; age 18. 

GALEN OTIS HUDSON. 
88th Maa. Inf. Died of wounds Sept 19, 1864, Winchester, Ya.; aga 90. 

ANDREW J. STETSON. 
Sergt 38th Mass. Inf. Killed Sept 19, 1864, Wlncliester, Ya.; ac* 27. 

JOHN W. SYLY ESTER. 
1st Mass. Cav. Died Nov. 16, 1864, Andorsonvllle ; age 34. 

GEORGE H. WINDOR. 
U. S. Navy. Killed Jan. 16, 1866, Fort Flshar; age 81. 

JOHN DUNLAP. 
38th Mass. Inf. Died March 9, 1866, Newbeme, N. C. ; age 46. 

CALYIN FRANCIS HARLOW. 
29th Mass. Inf. Killed March 25, 1865, Fort Stedman ; age 82. 

HENRY Z. HALE. 
4th Mass. Inf. Died In Bast Bridgewater, Dec 4, 1867 ; age 26. 

D. PERKINS REYNOLDS. 
3d Mass. Inf. Died In East Bridgewater, Dec. 6^ 1867 ; age 26. 

JAMF^ WILDER. 
7th Mass. Inf. Died at home, July 29, 1872; age 30. 

Grand Army of the Republic. — On the sixth 
(lay of June, 1870, a post of the Orand Army of 
the Republic was regularly instituted. The organi- 
zntion was conducted by Hon. Henry B. Pierce, of 
Abiiigton, deputy inspector-general, assisted by eom- 
rndes of Post 73 of that town. 

The following is a list of charter members, viz. : 
William H. Osborne, Francis M. Kingman, Levi 
Wright, Leonard F. Gammons, Henry W. Harwood, 
Algernon S. Brett, Alonzo L. Holmes, Edward E. 
Edson, Jolin Carroll, Eleazer C. Bennett, Isaac N. 
Bourne, Irving Bates, Albert P. Sampson, Andrew 
Jackson, Jnines L. Ilobinson, Miiiot S. Curtis, Seth 
B. Edson, Josiah E. Hayward, Seth H. Bryant, Jo- 
siah E. Reynolds, Frederick Mitchell, William B. 
Hathaway, George W. Allen, Samuel P. Allen, 
James W. Cooper, Charles C. Whitman, George R. 
Dyer. 

The following named were elected officers for the 
year 1870: C, William H. Osborne; S. V. C, 
Francis M. Kingman ; G. V. C, William B. Hath- 
away; Adjt., Leonard F. Gammons; Q.M., Gfeorge 
W. Allen ; Chaplain, Albert P. Sampson ; Surg., Jo- 
siah E. Hayward ; 0. D., Edward E. Edson ; Seiigt.- 
Maj., James L. Robinson ; Q.M.-SergL, Alonao L. 
Holmes. 

The post was named " Justin Dimick," in honor of 
the late Brig.-Gen. Justin Dimick, of Philadelphia, 
who held coniuiand of Fortress Monroe at the break- 
ing out of the Rebellion. During the year following 
its institution the post was presented with a beautiful 
silken banner given by and bought by the labors of 
the Johnny Clemm Association,^ many of whom 
were the children of soldiers. 



1 Named for Johnny Clomm, " the drummer boy of Sbilob." 
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Yalaable courses of leclures and other entertain- 
ments have, from time to time, been giveu under the 
auspices of the post. In 1874 a ladies* sewing circle 
was organized for co-operation in furthering its objecU 
(with Mrs. N. F. Dunpho, president, and Mrs. George 
A. Wheeler, secretary), and proved an efficient aid, 
netting substantial profits from fairs, etc. 

Active in all good works which keep in mind the 
memory of " the unreturning brave," the organization 
has borne an honorable record, and counts among its 
membership the names of highly-honored citizens. 

At present its number of comrades in regular stand- 
ing is fifty. Commander for the year 1884, Edward 
E. Edson. 

Militia. — In 1762 there were six military com- 
panies in the town of Bridgewater. One of the com- 
panies was in East Bridgewater. It was the third 
company in chronological order organized. Its officers 
were Edward Mitchell, captain \ David Kingman, 
lieutenant ; Matthew Allen (2d), ensign. 

In February, 1765, the officers of the third com- 
pany were : Matthew Allen (2d), captain ; Ephraim 
Cary, Jr., lieutenant; Joseph Keith, Jr., ensign. At 
the last date mentioned a now company was organized 
in the East Parish of Bridgewater, and Wiis denomi- 
nated tho seventh company in Bridgowutcr. Its 
officers were Isaac Otb, captain ; Joseph Gannett, 
Jr., lieutenant; James Keith, Jr., ensign. 

On the formation of the seventh company the East 
Parish was divided for military purposes into two 
districts — the cast district and the west district — by 
a line running nearly straight north and south through 
the meeting-house. 

MILITIA OFFICERS AND DATES OF THEIR COM- 

MISSION. 

OeneraU, 



Silvanui Lasoll, March 31, 
1810. 



John U. llatbaway, Sept. 12, 
1838. 



John II. Hathaway, March 29, 
1834. 



John Ilolman. 

Edw. Mitoben, Feb. 7, 1776. 

Robert Orr, Oct. 15, 1787. 

Lieutenant- Colonele, 
Robert Orr, Aug. 27, 1783. I James Bates, July 26, 1851. 
S. Laxell, Sept. 6, 1792. | 

Aliijore, 



James Barrel), June 15, 1802. 
JamoH Rates, Sept. 23, 1818. 



Robert Orr, July 1, 1781. 
S. Lasell, Got. 16, 1787. 

Adjutaute. 
Esra Kingman, July 1, 1781. | Hector Orr, June 15, 1802. 

The captains of the militia in the East Parish 
prior to 1766 were: 



NioboUs Byram, about 1723. 
Ohilton Latham, " 1728. 



Ebeneser Byram, about 1733. 
Jonathan Bass, ** 1735. 



John Ilolman, Jr., about 1741. 
Ebeneser Alden, May T, 1744. 
Thomas Whitman, about 1750. 



Edward Miieholl, about 17A3. 
Matt Allen (2d), " 1766. 



Eaet Miiitarg Dietriel. 



Isaac Otis, about 1765. 
Joseph Gannett, about 1772. 
David Kingman, ** 1776. 
Levi Washburn, July 9, 1784. 



Btra Kingman, May 34, 1793. 
S. Curtis, June 12, 1797. 
Thomas Toung, May 13, 1803. 



Weet MUitarg Dietriet, 



Matthew Allen (2d). 

.Tui>opli Koith. 

Robert Orr. 

N. Alden, March 2.3, 1776. 

Elisha Mitoholl. 

Isaac Whitman. 



N. Alden, Jr., Nov. 18, 1788. 
Jamos Allou, May 24, 1793. 
D. Kinsley, March 1, 1795. 
James Barrell, June 12, 1797. 
N. Russell, May 1.1, I80:i. 



June 15, 1803, the company in the West Military 
District was disbanded, and in plaoe of it the Bridge- 
water Light Infantry was chartered. All the militia 
of the parisli came under the command of Capt. 
Thomas Young, and Capt. Nathaniel Russell was made 
commander of the light infantry. 

The successors of Capt. Young as commaDders of 
the militia were : 



Abithai Stetson, May 6, 1806. 
Isaac Koith, Jr., June 21, 1811. 
Luther (ianuett. May 31, 181 !i. 
Soth Uurnuy, Jr., Aug. 7, 1817. 
Ilraiiuli Hyniiii, May I, 1821. 



Samuel B. Allen, May 1 0, 1 831 . 
John II. Hathaway, Aug. 18, 

1S32. 
Thos. Hathaway, Oct. 27, 18:J2. 
N. T. 8mu1I, So|it. 10, I.H.Ui. 



A. Whitmarsh, May 4, 1824. Oliver Tratt, April 6, IH39. 
Zebina Johnson, May 30, 1827. ' 

Cowmandere of the Bridyeteater Light lu/antty. 



Scott Keith, March 29, 1823. 
Parleo Keith, Sept. 20. 1824. 
Charles llogors, May 30, 1827. 
Kli lllanchard, Jr., Aug. 25, 
1830. 



Nath. Uusscll, June 15, 1803. 
Wm. Vinton, Nov. 4, 1805. 
Cyrus A Men, .Inly 4, 180U. 
Junuthan Cliauiborlain, May 

31,1815. 
llcnjaniiu Robinson, Jr., May 

30, 1821. 

Oaptaine of the Bridgewater '* Troop," 

J. M.Qoodwin, April 24,1810. I Leri Keith, Jr., Sept. 1 6, 1816. 
Nath. Cross, Juno 9, 1814. | 



CHAPTER V. 

Mills and Manufactures — Shoe Manufactures. 

Mills and Manufactures. — East Bridgewater has 
been somewhat remarkable on aeoount of its number 
of uiill-scuts, of wliich theru appear to have boon im 
less than twenty-two. Some of them not of great 
water-power, and after continuing a longer or shorter 
term of years discontinued. Others have been io 
operation ever since they were established. The first 
mill here of any description was a saw-mill built and 
carried on by Robert JiAtham, tho date not precisely 
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known, but, as supposed, several years prior to King 
riiilip^A war, possibly as early as 1607. It was 
loeated on Satucket River, a little below the Indian 
Dam. 

Joseph Shaw's grist-mill was erected on Salisbury 
River somewhat earlier than 1700. Subpequently a 
saw-mill was built on the same dam. In recent years 
both mills have been removed, and the privilege has 
been occupied by a rolling-mill built and run by Reed 
Brothers, of Brockton. 

Snell Meadow Saw-Mill, several rods above the 
upper bridge, over Forge Pond, was built, probably 
about 1700, by John Whitman, whose house was a 
short distance south of it, on the east side of what is 
now Union Street. lie died in 1727, and the niill- 
Bcat was overflowed by the Forge Pond, Capt. Jona- 
than Bass having built a dam and a forge farther 
down the stream, on the land which he had bought 
of Lieut. Josiah Byram in 1 726. The wheels of the 
forge were built on the outside. The first forge build- 
ing was destroyed by fire, and another was built on 
the same site. Capt. B:iss, dying in 1750, bequeathed 
the forge to his son, Jonathan. 

George Keith conducted the work of the forgo in 
the Revolution. Silvanus Lazell was the next owner, 
who sold out to Capt. David Kingman and \m son, 
Capt. Ezra Kingman, in 1801. 

In Hl28, William Mitchell, from Yorkshire, Kug- 
Innd, bought the osUiblishniont and inhoduciMl a now 
method of forging, which proved successful, and 
forge-work is still dom; ihwo. 

In 1740, Hugh Orr, a Scotchman, built a dam on 
Matfield River, where the bridge is, near the Rey- 
nolds place, the same now owned by Joseph H. Mills. 
He erected a trip-hammer shop and manufactured 
scythes as well as various other edge-tools, also mus- 
kets. During the Revolution large c|uafititicH of can- 
non, iron and brass, cast solid, were there bored out 
and furnished for the armies. There, too, machinery 
for cleaning flax-seed, for carding and spinning cotton, 
and weaving cotton cloth were produced. These dif- 
ferent manufactures proved of inestimable value to 
our nation. 

Hon. Hugh Orr, son of Robert and Margaret Orr, 
was born itr Ijochwinioch, in the shire of Renfrew, 
Scotland, Jan. 13, 1717 (new style). He learned the 
trade of a gunsmith. Of an active turn of mind, 
full of enterprise, when but twenty years old, he de- 
termined to emigrate to New England. Though 
shipwrecktMl on the passnge, he, nothing daunted, 
found his way to Easton, Ma.ss., where ho worked for 
a while at his trade, but, better prospects opening 
before him, he was inducted to settle in Jilast Bridge- 



water in 1740; there he married Mary, daughter of 
Capt. Jonathan Bass. 

His large house, raised on the day of his marriage, 
Aug. 4, 1742, though somewhat changed in appear- 
ance, is still standing, and is owned and occupied by 
William Vinton, one of his descendants. 

It has been said *^ that there was no branch of iron 
manufacture that did not at some period become the 
object of his pursuit, nor was there any obstacle too 
formidable for his ])er8everance to surmount.'* He es- 
tablished the first trip-hammer in this part of America. 
His manufacture of scythes and axes became famous, 
and led the way for similar works in neighboring States. 
For years he was known as the only manufacturer of 
edge-tools in a territory of many miles* extent. 

As early as about the year 1748, he was employed 
by the authorities of the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay to make for them five hundred muskets. 

The narrow policy of the British government served 
but to spur him on to still greater exertions for the 
prosperity of his adopted country. After the Revo- 
lutionary war broke out, he went vigorously into the 
manufacture of cannon, and abundantly aided the 
patriot cause; his method of casting cannon solid, 
and then boring them out, being, as it appears, the 
first work of the kind applied in America. 

The war with the mother-country being ended, Mr. 
Orr's attention was again turned to the arts of peace. 
By his end(^avors, machines — the first of the kind in 
America — for carding, spinning, and roping cotton 
wcrc! built as curly as 178(»; the Qeneral Court of 
Massachusetts readily furnishing means for the en- 
couragement of such skillful efforts. 

He advocated the production of flaxseed for ex- 
porution (though on the part of some much opposition 
was manifested), and was the inventor of a valuable 
machine for cleansing the seed, quantities of which he 
exported to Scotland, and a source of profitable foreign 
trade was thus opened. 

Mr. Orr was a man of exalted character, of firm 
religious principles. Kind and sympathetic in spirit, 
he was held in great respect by his fellow-citizens. 
He died Dec. 6, 1708, aged eighty-one years. 

Some time prior to the Revolution, David Keith, 
who had worked with Hugh Orr in his iron manufac- 
tures, aided by his younger brother, Qeorge Keith, 
built a rolling- and slitting-mill on Matfield River, be- 
low the Orr Works. Success attended this manufac- 
tory. David Keith died in 1812, and his sons, Levi 
and Zenas, carried on the business. The tall, narrow 
wheel of the mill in its later days, revolving on the 
outside of the building, was looked upon by the writer 
with much interest. The mill was burned in 1829. 
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Samuel Rogers, son of Thomas and Penelope 
(Hatch) Rogers, was born in Marshfield, Mass., July 
16, 1766. At an early age he manifested much 
meohnnioal ingenuity. When but fourteen years of 
age he made a clock of wood and brass. He served 
his time as an apprentice to John Bailey, clock maker, 
at Hanover. His apprenticeship being ended, and 
having made all the tools needed for his business, ho 
came to East Bridgewater in 1788, and began work 
in a shop near where the " brick store'* now stands. 
Soon after beginning business for himself, it occurred 
to him to try making a nail-machine. He studied 
the matter so thoroughly that he, at length, wrought 
out a machine which would out and head a nail at 
one operation. This has been supposed to be the first 
machine of the kind in America, and possibly in the 
world. 

When the nail- factory in Plymouth was established 
(about the year 1806) the machines were all made by 
Mr. Rogers. About 1802 he made two silver watches 
complete in every respect, with the exception of main- 
springs ; one of them is still preserved in the Rogers 
family. They are supposed to be the first watches 
made in America. 

The tack-machine, called the " double cutter,*' was 
invented by Mr. Rogers. All tools over used by hiui 
after starting in business were of hb own making. 
Few, perhaps, have been his equals in inventions of 
which they could execute all the work up to his time. 
He died July 17, 1838, aged seventy- two. 

In 1835, a new firm began operating under the 
name of the Keith Iron Company. They built a 
large dum above where the old rolling and slitting-mill 
' had stood, and, with considerable increase of water- 
power, erected a new rolling-mill. This establishment 
is now prospering under the firm-name of the East 
Bridgewater Iron Company, Rogers and Sheldon, 
proprietors. 

Tn 1822, Samuel Keen and Charles Mitchell built 
on Matfield River, a little distance above Elmwood 
Bridge, a mill, in which for many years Samuel Keen, 
Jr., has manufactured shoe machinery, the different 
kinds of which have been hb own invention. 

In 1844 and 1845, brass pins were, to a consider- 
able extent, manufactured there, but it was found 
difficult to compete with large establishments of the 
kind in other parts of the country, and the business 
was abandoned. 

In 1829, on Beaver Brook, Capt. Abrara Wash- 
burn, of Bridgewater, by digging a canal some filYy 
rods long, and turning the stream through a valley, 
was enabled to construct a dam with twenty feet fall 
of water. The valuable water-power thus gained has 



been turned to good account in the sawing of logs into 
boards and shingles, in box-making, carriage- work, 
the manufacture of doors, sashes, blinds, and tacks. 
CharltM H. (johh, who deceased in 1883, iiiniiiifao- 
tured boxes there for many years. 

Feb. 10, 1814, Jacob Dyer, Daniel Perry, Jooathan 
Stetson, Oakes Tirrell, Isaac Tirrell, Jr., William 
Vinton, Abisha Stetson, Benjamin Bates, David P. 
Reynolds, Eleaxer Keith, and Allen Whitman were 
incorporated as the Matfield Manufacturing Goiupauj, 
for the purpose of manufacturing cotton and woolen 
goods, the location near the site of the Orr Works, 
with the same water-power. The cost of the buildiDg 
and equipments was twenty-eight thousand dollars. 
This factory was destroyed by fire in 1830. 

About 1724, the saw-mill at Latham's dam, the 
first in East Bridgewater, was removed some distance 
from its old location, and set up near where Satocket 
bridge now is. A grist-mill was soon after erected 
on the same dam, and the mills were owned for manj 
years by Deacon Thomas Whitman, who deceased in 
1788, and was succeeded by his son, Lieut. Peter 
Whitman, who died in 1801. The mills were subse- 
quently owned by Arthur Harris, Benjamin Harris, 
Nahum Mitchell, Banillai Allen, and others. In 
1814 a new company wsui formed, a factory w:t.M built, 
and nail machines were set up in 1815. The owners 
in 1816 were Silvanus Lazell, Nahum Mitchell, AU 
pheus Allen, and John M. Qoodwin. The manafao- 
ture of nails was carried on for ten years. In 1827, 
another building was erected in addition to the others, 
in which Zebina Keit manufactured tacks for many 
years, and was succeeded in the same department bj 
his sons, Zebina, Jr., and Samuel, who carried for- 
ward the business suooessftilly till the destruction of 
the mills by fire, in 1872. 

In 1827, a new company having purchased the 
Satucket works, the nailing business was given up, 
and the nuuiufacture of cotton go^nls took itM place. 

In 1828, Nathaniel Wheeler, Wallace llust, and 
Allen Whitman were incorporated as *'The East 
Bridgewater Manufacturing Company,*' for the par- 
pose of manufacturing cotton goods. Capt. Seth 
Allen, Samuel Rogers, Deacon Samuel Keen, and 

Ijc Baron were added to the membera of this 

corporation. In 1843 a new company bought the 
privilege and began the manufacture of cotton-gins. 
They were Eleaser Carver, Caleb S. Hunt, Franklin 
Dexter, Caleb Reed, John Reed, and Sampson Reed. 
This establishment, the Carver Cotton-Oin Com- 
pany, has been and is doing a very sucoessfal btmi- 
ness, a hundred hands being at times employed in tlio 
manufacture of their excellent cotton-gius, which are 
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1ii«;1i1y priKod by tlic cotU)n proJucore. Muiiy olhcr 
iiupurtaiit kinds of uinchitios arc cunstructcd tlicro. 

Many years ago, in the northerly part of Beaver, 
on Beaver Brook, Ziba Bisbee, a skillful artisan, made 
valuable cast-steel shovels and hoes. This was at a 
date prior to that of the shovel manufactory in Eas- 
ton. Mr. Bisbee removed to the Western country. 

We have spoken of a part of the manufactories 
located on water-privileges in East Bridgewater. The 
catalogue maybe too long fur further details. Among 
other iron manufacturers, Ocn. Silvan us Ijazell de- 
serves to be mentioned. Before cut nails were in 
general use he employed a great number of men in 
various neighborhoods in the manufacture of wrought 
nails, the little nail-shops being then very numerous. 
He was thus enabled to produce eighty tons of nails 
in a year. It was said that at one time he had in 
this department the whole control of the Boston 
market. 

Other iron manufactures have been located here, 
which did well for a time, but whose continuance was 
brief. Locomotive engines were built in 1851. The 
chain-works of Fearing, Rodman & Swift began op- 
erations in 1870. About twcnty-Gve hands were 
employed, and from fifteen to twenty tons of chain 
per week were wrought; but though a prosperous 
business was done here, the establishment, after the 
lapse of a few years, was removed to liostxin. 

ll'rom filVy to sixty ycai-s ago, and many ycure 
since, tack- and nail-making were carried on hero to 
a great extent. In 1821) there wore thirteen water- 
privileges in operation, in many of which tacks or 
nails, if not both, were made. At present the num- 
ber of nailmakers employed there is about forty- 
seven. 

The iron foundry of Joshua Dean has been in op- 
eration for several years at the steam works near the 
railroad station in the Centre Village. Thirty-two 
liandM are employed, and much valuable work is done 
there. 

Melville Otis was the son of Dr. Josiah and Su- 
sanna (Orr) Otis ; born in East Bridgewater in 1 778. 
Mr. Otis devoted his life to the perfecting of machinery 
for the manufacture of nails. 

The lives of inventors are in themselves lessons. 
Some one has said that ** those who have labored in 
the department of mechanical invention may truly bo 
termed the nuirtyrs of civilization^ Artless, honest, 
unselfish, he persevered through obstacles, and prob- 
ably much more credit is due to him than may have 
ever been aick now lodged, or even known to the pub- 
lic, lie is known to have more than once so ingon- 
uoubly related the particulars of his inventions in 
55 



machinery that an artful Ibtcner would go away 
having obtained possession of a new idea and turn it 
to his own benefit. 

Mr. Otis* earliest patented invention was in com- 
pany with Samuel Rogers a machine for rolling iron 
and cutting nails, Dec. 7, 1813. Other patents 
awarded him were for — Dec. 17, 1817 — manufacture 
of nails; March 20, 1834, nails made at one opera- 
tion ; Dec. 3, 1850, nail plater, feeder, and turner. 

He is said to have first applied the toggle-joint to 
a tack-machine. 

At one period manufacturing companies had in- 
vested a large amount of capital in nail-machines, when 
a machine was brought forward which made nails with 
a flat tjripc. This invention would have led to the 
abandonment of the various machines which had 
been in use up to that time, but Mr. Otis invented a 
^^ spring nipper,'* as it is called, by which the nails of 
the flat gripe could be made on the old machines as 
well as on any, and they (the old machines) are 
mostly in use now. 

At the time of his death, Deo. 30, 1852, Mr. 
Otis was engaged in inventing a feeder by which one 
person could tend two or three machines at the same 
time, and had it, as he thought, nearly completed, 
when death *^ laid an injunction upon his labors," and 
no one, as far as we are aware, has carried forward 
his project. On the morning of his decease ho had 
just left the house of his son, and seated himself in 
a neighbor's wagon with a piece of machinery in his 
hand in order to go to his place of business, when 
his countenance was suddenly seen to change. He 
was carried into the house and died almost instantly, 
at the age of seventy-four. 

Eleazer Carver, son of Dr. Eleazer and Sarah 
(Keith) Carver, was born in the South Parish of 
Bridgewater, April 9, 1785, and died in East Bridge- 
wator, April 6, 18G6. Possessing an inventive genius, 
and having acquired the trade of a millwright, ho 
very early went to Ohio. Continuing there a short 
time only, he proceeded to Natohez, where, in repair- 
ing sugar-mills, cotton-gins and presses, his servicos 
were highly appreciated. Here began his improve- 
ments in the cotton-gin, a manufactory of which he 
commenced at Natchez in 1807. To the manufacture 
and improvement of the gin he devoted the remain- 
der of his active life in Natchez, in Bridgewater, and 
in East Bridgewater. 

The cotton-gin, a machine for removing seeds from 
(Hitt4in, was invented by Eli Whitney, a native of 
Wcstboro', Mass., in 1793. The production of cotton 
in the United States that year did not exceed ten 
thousand bales. In 1859 the product was over five 
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millions of bales, or one million tons. The ootton- 
gin has wrought wonders in aid of the growth of the 
great Southern staple. 

What James Watt was to the steam-engine Eloasor 
Carver may, perhaps, be truly said to have been to 
the cotton-gin. If neither of them was actually the 
inventor, surely each of them was a great xmjrrover. 
In 1838, Mr. Carver obtained a patent for his im- 
provements on the gin, which was a new grcUe so con- 
structed as entirely to prevent the cotton from clog- 
ging. Again, Aug. 12, 1840, he secured a patent 
for *' a machine for cutting the teeth of circular saws," 
said to have been a very valuable improvement. . An- 
other patent, bearing the same date, was for ** a ma- 
chine for filing or smoothing tlio teeth of 8uw»." In 
1843 he, in company with Caleb S. Hunt, Franklin 
Dexter, Caleb Reed, John Reed, and Sampson Reed, 
bought the establishment of the East Bridge water 
Manufacturing Company (the Whitman Mills'), and 
b^an the manufacture of cotton-gins in East Bridge- 
water. 

In 1845, Mr. Carver secured another patent for an 
important improvement, which was a cylinder brush 
having /atM on its end^ in connection with the cotton- 
gin. This contrivance was such an addition to the 
power of the gin as " greatly to enhance the value and 
price of the cotton ginned on it" In 1853 the gov- 
ernment of India awarded a prize of two thousand 
five hundred rupees and a gold medal to this company 
for their excellent machines for cleansing cotton from 
the seed. 

As the infirmities of age came upon him, Mr. 
Carver expressed a strong desire to spend the roinnnnt 
of his days within sight of the manufactory which 
had borne witness to so many fruits of his industry and 
skill. Accordingly, in 1865, he erected a small addi- 
tion to the house of his niece, Mrs. Joseph Warren 
Bennett (the house formerly occupied by the late 
Deacon William Harris) from one window of which 
the mill privilege was in view. Here he quietly 
awaited his departure. On Thursday, April 5, 1866, 
the day of the annual fast in Massachusetts, he sent 
for Mr. Charles Jordan, one of his skilled workmen, 
and asked him how soon a new and peculiar roller-gin 
would be ready. " In one week," was the reply. *^ I 
can live but a little longer, but do wish very much to 
see its operation," said the venerable man. His wish 
was not granted, for he died the next day. Had he 
survived till the following Monday, he would have 
completed his eighty-first year. Thus died one of whom 
those who knew him well bore testimony that he was 
an honest man. He possessed a genial tempera- 
ment, and took pleasure in aiding the advancement 



of young men. An example worthy, indeed, of 
imitation. 

Ksra Kingman, Esq., son of C!apt. Esra and Su- 
sanna (Whitman) Kingman, was born in East Bridj^o- 
water, July 20, 1789, was prepared for Harvard Uni- 
versity, but did not complete the course of »tady 
there. He read law with Hon. William Baylies, of 
West Bridgewater, and for a while practiced law in 
Livermore, Maine, but the profession not being con- 
genial to his taste, he relinquished it, and, returning 
to his native town, engaged in trade with his father. 

He married, Dec. 13, 1812, Frances, daughter of 
Col. Edward and Abigail Howard, of West Bridge- 
water, and had twelve children, vis. : Frances, Fred- 
erick, Eliiuibetli, Susan, Ezra, Edward, llannali, Jolniy 
George, Susan, James, and Nathan, lie was a man 
of unflinching integrity, and possessed a largo share 
of native sense. He was an exquisite player on the 
flute, and greatly aided the church music of his na- 
tive parish. 

He taught the centre school of East Bridgewater seT- 
eral years, and thoroughly performed the duties of that 
office. Ilis government was firm, and many can tee- 
tify to the benefits of his instructions. His own large 
family wore carefully trained to booomc useful mem- 
bers of society. He represented East Bridgewater 
in the General Court six years. 

He was town clerk and clerk of the First Parish, 
both which oflices he held at the time of his decease. 
He died suddenly, of heart disease, while riding in 
the cars from South Abington to East Bridgewater, 
Feb. 13, 1852, aged sixty-two. 

Shoe HannfiEtotiires. — For many years, among 
the difl^ercnt departments of business in East Bridge- 
water, shoemaking has occupied an important plaee. 
The tanning of leather, it appears, was in successful 
operation here at a very early date. In the south- 
west part of the town is the village of Elmwood. 
Until 1872 it was named Joppa. The latter appella- 
tion arose from the circumstance that a tannery was 
located there, the operation of which perhaps b^an 
as early as 1700 or earlier, on the estate of Ensign 
Edward Mitchell, who died in Joppa in 1717, aged 
seventy-one years. Tradition says that the first tan- 
ner in Joppa was named Simon. Whether that was 
his actual name is uncertain. Gain Robinson, who 
settled in East Bridgewater about 1726, the ancestor of 
most of the Robinsons in the Bridgewaters and vicinity, 
and his son-in-law, Christopher Erskine (sometimes 
written Askins), were employed in this tannery. Sub- 
sequently, Col. Edward Mitchell, son of Ensign Ed- 
ward, carried on the business, and ailer him his sons. 
In later times Charles Mitchell, a grandson of CoL 
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Edward, oontinaed the business of tanning Iciithcr till 
about 1835, when it was given up. Some years after 
the tannery was started in Joppa, Josiah Whitman, 
living on Whitman Street, not far from Joppa, an en- 
terprising, well-educated young man, was extensively 
engaged in the manufacture of shoes. He died in 
1754. This was probably the earliest attempt in East 
Bridgewater to manufacture shoes more extensively 
than in the ancient and ordinary mode of furnishing 
custom-work. 

About 1819, Gushing Mitchell made a few sale 
shoes in Joppa. 

In 1822, Charles Mitchell and Jonah Edson tried 
the experiment of making sale shoes. That year 
Seth Bryant made a shipment of about three thou- 
sand pairs of shoes to New York. This is said to 
have been the largest shipment which had ever been 
made in that part of the country. In 1825, Mr. 
Bryant, in company with his brother-in-law, Warren 
Keen, began to manufacture shoes in the Joppa 
ourrying-shop. The next year they transferred the 
business to the " Brick Store'' in the Centre Vil- 
lage. 

The first building constructed in East Bridgewater 
for the manufacture of shoes on a large scale was 
erected in Joppa in 1829 by Cushing Mitchell and 
Seth Bryant. For several years they carried on their 
business in thin a^^tablishmonton the southwest corner 
of Hmlford and West Streets. Ln later ycnrs Mr. 
Bryant conducted the business alone. In the Rebel- 
lion he supplied the Union army with about three 
hundred thousand pairs of shoes. 

Solomon Ager went from South Weymouth and 
settled in Joppa in December, 1829. In 1830 he 
began the manufacture of shoes. He had about 
five hundred workmen (shoemakers) and three hun- 
dred women fitting shoes. At one time he made a 
thousand pairs of shoes per day for six weeks. The 
avernge amount of his manufactures was large for the 
times. He paid out seventy- five thousand dollars per 
year and fideen hundred dollars per week. 

For many years Ezra and Edward Kingman exten- 
sively manufactured shoes in what is now called Elm- 
wood. They had an excellent establishment, and 
"the goods made by this concern were favorably 
known throughout the trade." Samuel Shaw and 
son began the manufacture in Elmwood in 1853, 
employing some fifty hands and having a full supply 
of machinery. The senior partner died in 1874, and 
the business is still conducted by the junior member 
of the firm. 

Robert C. and Simeon C. Keith for many years 
have manufactured shoes at their establishment in 



Satucket, employing thirty hands, and send the prod- 
ucts of their enterprise to Southern markets. 

Isaac N. Keith has been a shoe manufacturer for 
several years in Elmwood, in the same building pre- 
viously occupied by Seth Bryant. 

Hon. James S. Allen had a manufactory of shoes 
for a long time near his residence in Matfield village, 
but the attractions of Brockton held out so strong 
inducements that a few years ago his business opera- 
tions were all transferred to that young and thriving 
city. 



CHAPTER VI. 

East Bridgewater Bank — Savings-Bank — Moaonio — Temper- 

anoe. 

East Bridgewater Bank. — On the 8th of March, 
1828, the following act was passed : 

''An Act to incorporate the Preeident, Direetore, and Company 

of the Rnat nridgetcater Hank, 

** Skct. I . Jie it enacted by the Senate and Jfouee of Reprt' 
tentativetf in General Court aeeembledf and by the authority of 
the name, That Isaac Whitman, Leri Keith, Nahum Mitchell, 
Bphraim Hjde, Aaron Hobart, John B. Howard, Nathan La- 
tell, Jr., and Nathaniel Oross, with their associates, saceessors, 
and assigns, shall be, and are herebj created a corporation by 
the name of the President, Directors, and Companj of the East 
Bridgewater Bank." 

The corporators for some reason did not organixe 
under the charter thus obtained, and after the lapse 
of eight years another charter was secured by a new 
company as follows : 

" An Act to e»tabli»h the Eaet Bridgewater Bank. 

" Be it enacted by the Senate and Honee of Repretentativet in 
General Court aeeembledf and hy the authority of the eame a§ 
follow : 

** Srction 1. Wallace Rust, Zenos Keith, Jr., John A. Whit- 
comb, (hoir associates and successors, arc hereby created a cor- 
poration by the name of the President, Directors, and Company 
of the Bast Bridgewater Bank, to be established in East 
Bridgewater, and shall so continue till the first day of October, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and flfly-one, and said 
corporation shall bo entitled to all the powers and priYileges 
contained in the thirty-sixth chapter of the Rerised Statutes, 
passed the fourth of No? ember, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-fiYC. 

"April 1,1836." 

The new company, with Hon. Nahum Mitchell 
president, and John M. Qoodwin cashier, went into 
operation immediately. A house of a size sufficient 
to accommodate the bank and the family of the 
cashier was soon erected in the village, and the insti- 
tution started on an apparently prosperous course; 
but liinstern land speculation was then near its height, 
the allurements of which seemed to blind the eyes 
of many business men. So large loans were made 
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from the funds of the back, without adequate secur- 
ity, that its resources were crippled, and afVer a few 
years the institution was compelled to close its doors. 
The banking house still remains, and is the residence 
of Ezra S. Whitmarsh, Esq. 

Sayingi-Baiik. — The East Bridgewater Savings- 
Bank was incorporated March 8, 1870. The incor- 
porators named in the act were Kimball E. Sheldon, 
Henry Hobart, Isaac N. Nutter, and Moses Bates. 
The organization of the bank was completed March 
20, 1871, by the election of the following officers: 
President, Ilcnry Ilobart ; Vice-President, Kimball 
E. Sheldon ; Secretary, John E. Waterman ; Treas- 
urer, Isaac N. Nutter ; Trustees, Jacob Bates, Eliab 
Latham, Ezra Kingman, Robert C. Keith, James II. 
Mitchell, Isaac N. Nutter, James S. Allen, Charles 
H. Goss, Fnuiklin Edson, Samuel Shaw, Jr., Moses 
Bates, Aaron Hobart, John W. Kennan, George M. 
Keith, Samuel Keith, Mcrritt Jenkins, Frederick 
S. Strong, Willard Johnson, of East Bridgewater ; 
Horatio L. Washburn, of West Bridgewater ; Hosea 
Kingman, Isaac Kingman, of Bridgewater ; William 
L. Reed, of South Abiugton ; Bcnjuniin W. IlarriM, 
of Boston; Martin Bosworth, of Halifax. The 
board of trustees, consisting at first of twonty-four, 
was subsequently reduced to eighteen ; board of 
investors, James S. Allen, Jacob Bates, Samuel 
Keith, John W. Kennan, and Hosea Kingman. 

The bank was opened for business June 1, 1871, 
and at the close of that month had on deposit five 
hundred and ninety-six dollars. 

The amount of deposits Jan. 1, 1872, at which 
time the first dividend was declared, was $6741.11. 

The amount of deposits Jan. 1, 1884, was $298,- 
170.07. Regular semi-annual dividends have been 
paid since the organization of the bank amounting in 
the aggregate to $69,522.17. 

Henry Hobart served as president until the annual 
meeting held Feb. 25, 1879, when he declined, and 
was succeeded by Kimball E. Sheldon, the former 
vice-president, Samuel Keith taking the position of 
vice-president, which positions they have filled since 
that time. 

Masonio. — The Fellowship Lodge of Freemasons 
was chartered June 15, 1797. It was consecrated on 
the 3d day of the following November. The exercises 
took place at the meeting-house. Rov. Tliaddcus M. 
Harris, of Dorchester, delivered a sermon, and Dr. 
Hector Orr an oration. Dr. Orr was installed Grand 
Master. The other officers of the lodge were then 
installed. The house was nearly filled. At the close 
of 1797 forty-seven members had been initiated. The 
members belonging in East Bridgewater were Dr. 



Hector Orr, Dr. Josiah Otis, Nahum Mitchell, Robert 
Orr, Silvanus Lazell, and Joseph Lazell. Joseph La- 
zell had built his 4arge house, which for luaoy jears 
was a tavern. It stood where the Roman Catholic 
Church now is ; it had a fine hall, which was adorned 
with Masonio emblems. Here the Masona met lor 
some time. Afterwards the meetings were held in 
West Bridgewater. In 1825 they occupied the upper 
room of the academy buildini; in East Bridgewater. 
They are now held in Bridgewater village. 

Satucket Ijodge of Masons was chartered probably 
about the beginning of 1881. In April, 1881, tlicy 
began to meet in the Masonic Hall, in the building 
then recently erected by Charles H. Goss, in the East 
Bridgewater village. The officers were: W. M., 
Frederick S. Strong; S. W., Francis M. Kingman; 
J. W., Joshua Dean; T., Samuel L. Seaver; S., Wj- 
mau C. Kichett; C, Rev. William F. Farringtou ; 
S. D., George W. Allen ; J. D., A. Harris Latham ; 
I. S., George A. Wright; Tyler, James Nelson. 

Temperance Organizations. — The first temper- 
ance society in East Bridgewater was organised in 
•1828, and lion. Nahum Mitchell was clMiscn its 
president. 

The Union Temperance S(M;ioty of East and West 
Bridgewater was formed in the Union moctini;- 
house, East Bridgewater, June 2, 1831. Rev. Baalis 
San ford was chosen president ; Josiah Richards, vice- 
president ; and Joshua Reed, Jr., secretary. 

Feb. 11, 1847, a new impulse was given to the 
cause of temperance, and on the 23d of that month 
a constitution was adopted on the principles of a 
comprehensive pledge to abstain from all intoxicating 
liquors, *^ including all kinds of beer." Joshua 
Reed was elected president, James S. Barrell secre- 
tary and treasurer. Meetings were held at the town 
hall. 

Dec. 30, 1847, a division of the Sons of Temperance, 
by the name of Well-Spring, No. 87, was organised. 
The following are the names of those who b^an the di- 
vbion, viz. : Dr. Asa Millet, Abishai S. Churohill 
(Worthy Patriarch), William Allen, James W. Soule, 
Nathaniel M. Davenport, Albert H. Dyer, Nathan T. 
Snell, Messenna M. Lucas, Hervey Lucas, Samuel 
A. y^oung, M. Morton Keith, Qeorge Edson. The 
division held its meetings in the academy and after- 
wards in the hall over the brick store. This or«^ini- 
sation continued about three years. 

Nov. 16, 1859, a new division of the Sons of 
Temperance began its work, being No. 139 of that 
order in Massachusetts, and bearing the same name 
as its predecessor here, '* Well-Spring," with the fol- 
lowing members: Rev. Uharlcs LI. Payne, Rer. 
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Philo B. Wilcox, Richard M. Smith, William Allen 
(W. P.), John N. Rccd, Frederic C. Mann, William 
0. OHborne, William B. Hall, Nathaniel M. Daven- 
|H>rt, Thomas W. Barrcll, George W. Hicks, ])anie1 
P. Edson, I. Newton Nutter, Francis W. Porter, 
James A. Bates, George T. Mitchell, Edward King- 
man, Sidney Allen, Thomas Arnolds. This division 
was disbanded in 1868. 

In the autnmn of 1800, through the exertions of 
Mrs. Merritt Jenkins, a Band of Hope was organized, 
many children being thus brought under very favor- 
able influences. 

Dec. 20, 1866. Amaranth Lodge of Good Tem- 
plans was organized at the vestry of the Methodist 
Church in the (Vntrn Village, wilh George M. 
Keith, W. C. T. The other officers were Richard 
M. Smith, David P. Reynolds, Mrs. Prudie, W. 
Potter, Caleb E. Hicks, George T. Mitchell, George 
W. Allen, Mrs. Annis Hall, Rev. William F. Far- 
rington, James B. Peterson, Winslow Holmes, Geor- 
giannu Skillings, and Adelaide Kimball. 

The third division of the Sons of Temperance was 
organized in the village of Elmwood, holding the 
cherished name of its two predecessors here, *^ Well- 
Spring," Jan. 12, 1871, with twenty-three members. 
The officers were Albert P. Sampson, W. P. ; Mrs. 
James G. Knapp, W. A. ; Mrs. Edward Kingman, 
R. S. ; Kenclm W. Shaw, F. S. ; Edward Kingman, 
Treas. ; Georgia Hudson, Con. ; jjucinda P. Hudson, 
A. C. ; Samuel B. Allen, Chaplain ; Miss Harriet A. 
Holbrook, I. S. ; George H. Benson, 0. S. 

A Good Samaritan Club was organized in the Centre 
Village in 1875. 

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union began 
its work early in 1878, and on the 12th of April, that 
year, a juvenile temperance society was formed under 
the au.spices of the W. C. T. U., bearing the name of 
The StAr Temperance Union. Its officers were: 
Pres., Miss Georgian na Keith; V.-Pres., Miss Annie 
Chase; Sec, Miss Helen Bird; Treas., Mrs. Isaac 
Nutter; Con., Mrs. Rev. Daniel W. Richardson; 
Ushers, John Hcrrick ami Thomas Delano. 

Matfiold Lodge of Good Templars was organized in 
MatGeld village, wilh about thirty members, Feb. 25, 
1880. Its meetings were held at first in Winthrop 
Hail, in Matfield, but more recently at the vestry of 
the Methodist Church in the Centre Village. Its 
first officers were George W. Allen, W. C. T. ; 
Charles G. Wood, Mary L. Allen, Cora J. Poole, 
George F. Hayward, William Chandler, Emma Grow, 
0. W. Bradford, Sarah D. Lyon, F. B. Chandler, 
Lucius Churchill, L. Anna Harlow, Rena Hayward, 
C. Lyon. 



A Commandery of the United Order of the Golden 
Cross was instituted, with thirteen members, Deo. 3, 
1883. 

The officers installed were as follows, viz. : P. N. C, 
Thomas S. H. Rounseville ; N. C, Herbert H. Har- 
low ; V. N. C, Mrs. Georgianna Hunt ; W. P., Rev. 
Perley M. Griffin ; W. H., Frank A. Wood ; K. of 
R., Charles F. Clark ; F. K. of R., Charles R. Rans- 
dcn ; W. Treas., Isaac Newton Nutter; W. of I. G., 
H. G. MeWilliams ; W. of 0. Q., Charles E. Drake. 

1830, April 5. *' Voted that the selectmen be in- 
structed not to approbate any retailer who does not 
comply with the statute of the commonwealth re- 
specting Retailers and Inholdcrs.'' 

'* Voted to instruct the Selectmen not to approbate 
Retailers and Inholders for one year ensuing.** 

1841, April 5. The town voted that the following 
resolution be recorded on the town record : 

" Tlio Town viow wilh ninrtn nnd regret the awful extent to 
which the sain or nrdrnt npiritt is carried on within its borders; 
tlinrcroro tliono iiitorcMltxl in Iho sale tlioroof are lioroby oallod 
npou to panwe and consider wliother' they m good citiseus and 
tui lionornblo men arc not in diitj bound to abandon without 
delay the trnHio in nn iirticlo wliich eausoe so niuoh expense to 
the Town and so much distress and misery in the eommunity." 

1845, March 3. *^ Voted that the selectmen, to- 
gether with the committee chosen to settle with the 
warden of the almshouse, be instructed to procure 
a warden for the ensuing year, and to procure a Total 
Abstinenee Man with respect to the use of intoxi- 
cating liquors.** 

The thirteenth article of the warrant reads '* To see 
what measures the town will take, if any, to prevent 
the illegal traffic in spirituous liquors in said town, 
and to act thereon as the town deem most advisable.*' 

March 13, 1854. Chose A. S. Littlefield, D. P. 
Edson, Alfred Brown, B. R. Robinson, David H. 
Pratt a committee " to enforce the law concerning 
the manufacture and sale of spirituous liquors.** 

1855, April 2. '^ Voted to instruct the selectmen 
to prosecute all violations of law respecting the sale 
of intoxicating liquors.** 



CHAPTER VII. 

Petition for Incorporation — Act of Inoorporation — First Town 
Meeting—Civil Lists-^Statistios— Public- Houses. 

PETITION FOR INCORPORATION OP THB TOWN OP 

BAST BRIDQBWATBR. 

" To the IIoHornhU Senate and Howie of JRepreeentativee in 
General Court aeaembled : 

** The Inhabitants of the Bast Parish of Bridgewator, in the 
County of Pljinoutli, by Dnrtholemew Drown, their Agent, ap- 
pointed for this special purpose, beg leare respeotfuUy to rep- 
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rcMnt : Tbiit liooe the incorporation of North Bridgewater and 
West Bridgowater, tho remaining territory of tlio Old Town of 
Bridgewater ii loft long and narrow, §o that many of the in- 
habitants have to travel six or seven miles to attend their an- 
nual Town meetings j that looal disputes, dissensions, and Jcal- 
oasies eontinually arise, and the municipal affairs of the town 
are not and cannot be conducted in so eoonomical, prudent, 
and satisfactory a manner as they ought to be, and as your 
petitioners are very desirous of. Therefore, in order to remedy 
the aforesaid evils, and to promote the interest, peace, and 
tranquillity of the people of the said parish, they request that 
the East Parish of Bridgewater may be incorporated into a dis- 
tinct and separate town by the name of Eatt Bridgewater, and 
that the same be vested with all the powers and privileges, and 
subject to all tho duties and requisitions of other corporate 
towns, aocording to the Constitution and laws of this Common- 
wealth, and as in duty bound will ever pray. 

** The InhabitanU of the East Parish of Bridgewater by 
their Agent, 

"Barth» Brown." 

'* To the Honorable Senate and Ilouee of Jicpreeeutativea in 

General Court aeeembled : 

"The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants of the Bast 
parish of Bridgewater, in the County of Plymouth, humbly 
showeth, 

"That from the local situation of your petitioners in conse- 
quence of the recent division of the Old Town of Bridgewster, 
by which they are subjeoted to many and great inconveniences, 
and also to render the transaction of public business loss ex- 
pensive, they are desirous that said parish should be incor- 
porated into a Town, and to take the name of East Bridgowator, 
and as in duty bound will ever pray. 



"Silvanus Lasell. 
Hector Orr. 
Isaac Alden (8d). 
William Keith. 
Eleater Whitman. 
Abishai Stetson. 
Charles Mitohell. 
Galen Latham. 
Alfred Whitman. 
William Vinton. 
Seth Oumey. 
Levi Washburn. 
Barsillai Allen. 
Cyrus Willis. 
Joseph Dunbar. 
Joseph Shaw. 
BeiO" Keith. 
Wallace Rust. 
Hemau Keith. 
Levi Keith. 
Levi Keith, Jr. 
Zenas Keith, Jr. 
Isaac Alden (Ist). 
Waldo Hay ward. 
Joshua Reed. 
John Reed. 
Thomas R. Alden. 
Lewis Chamberlain, Jr. 
Eleaser Washburn. 
Martin Whiting. 
Marlborough Whiting. 
Charles Robinson. 
Otho Ilayward. 
Btra Alden. 



Bethuel Keith. 
Ellis Holmes. 
Plyna Edson. 
John Keith. 
Qeorge Keith. 
Isaac Whitman. 
William Bonney. 
Thomas Wliitmarsh. 
Martin Ramsiloll. 
Galen Allen. 
Asa Shaw. 
Abel Barrel!. 
Galen Willis. 
George W. Barrell. 
John Thayer. 
Elbridge Keith. 
Parlee Keith. 
David Allen. 
John Harden (2d). 
Bela Curtis. 
Peleg Stetson. 
Adam Stetson. 
Lewis Brown. 
Timothy Bailey. 
Nathan Alden. 
Buel Lincoln. 
Ziba Bisbee. 
Edwin Chapman. 
Thomas White. 
Seth Gurney, Jr. 
Joseph Rood. 
Jacob Bates. 
Jonas Reed. 
Benjamin Robinson. 



Benjamin Robinson, Jr. 
Hedijah Robinson. 
Samuel P. NewhalL 
Isaac Alden (2d). 
Hiram Washburn. 
Sampson Wathbum. 
Philip Torrey. 
Havolin Torrey. 
Asaph Whitmarsh. 
Oliver O. Whitmarsh. 
Briggs Hill. 
David Brown (2d). 
Arnold Wade. 
Merrit Jenkins. 
Seth Gannett, Jr. 
Stephen Horsey. 
Eli Blancbard. 
Eli Blancbard, Jr. 
Joseph Hobart. 
Thomas Harden. 
Zenas Harden. 
Silas Fronoh. 
Bononi Gannett. 
Moses Bates. 
Wadsworth Phillips. 
Emery Brown. 
Isaac Brown. 
Willard Keith. 
Zcniis Keith. 
Scott Keith. 
Josoph Silvester. 
Joseph us Freeman. 
Joel Edson. 
Calvin Keith. 

Isaac Brown, Jr. 
Joseph Ramsdell. 

Nathan Dawes. 

Jacob Dawes. 

Joseph Ramsdell, Jr. 

John Whitmarsh. 

Ira Drake. 

Bailey Allen. 

Isaac Pratt. 

Asa Whitman. 

Daniel Whitman. 

Eleaser Wbitmiun, Jr. 

Jesse Edson. 

Christopher Bates. 

Lebbeus Smitli. 

Cushing Mitohell. 

James W. Watson. 

Silvanus L. Mitchell. 

Clark Rich. 

Samuel Rogers. 

Charles Rogers. 



Daniel French. 
Willuuu HarrU, Jr. 
Joseph Odiin. 
Nathaniel Oroes. 
Nathan Wkiiuian, Jr. 
Z^ina Joknaoa. 
Joslab JohneoD. 
Jonah Bdoun. 
Seth Bryant. 
Welcome Otia. 
Beth Johnson. 
Ephraim Hydo. 
Zebina Keith. 
David Prenoh. 
George Mitohell. 
Joseph Walton. 
Silvanus Keith. 
Job Bearoe. 
Thazter Keith. 
Jaoob Tirrell. 
Edward Vinton. 
Asor Harris. 
Nathan Kingmaji. 
John Harris. 
John Hersaj. 
Esra Kingman, Jr. 
Beialeel Allen. 
Lot Whitmarsh. 
Robort Yuuug. 
Luther llatoh. 
Daniel Bryant. 
Mark Phillips. 
Turner Phillips. 
Lewis Keith. 
Samuel Snell. 
Destor Pratt. 
Lnoias Snell. 
Bradford Mitohell. 
Samuel Keoii. 
John Soulo. 
Melxar Hill. 
Hugh Orr, Jr. 
A. Winslow ClilL 
Calvin W. Keen. 
Hugh Orr. 
Melsar Hudson. 
Joseph Obamberlnin. 
John M. Goodwin. 
John A. Conant. 
Joshua Bennett. 
Alvan Shaw. 
Lewis Bartlctt. 
John Thayer. 
Nathaniel Freneh.'* 



ACT OF INCORPORATION. 

"All Act to eatablieh the toum of Saet Bridgewater, 

"Skct. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Houee of Hepre^ 
eentatioee in General Court aeeembUd, and by the awtAortfy e^f 
the eame^ That the East Parish of Bridgewater, aeoording to the 
territorial limits thereof, be and the same is hereby inoorpo- 
rated into a town by the name of Bast Bridgewater, and in- 
vested with nil the powers and privileges, and subjeet to nil 
the duties and roquisitions, to which towns in this Couiuion- 
wealth arc by the Constitution and laws entitled and suhjeotecL 
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"8k(7T. 2. Be it/Hrther enaeledf That the inhnbititutfl of raid 
town of Kai^t nridp^cwalor nhnll bo hohlcn to paj all arrtvira of 
taxes whioh liavo boon asucssody or dircotod to bo lisscmoil, ii|M)n 
tliem by tho town of Bridgewator, and shall be entitled to re- 
ooivOy hold, and enjoy such proportion of all debts and taxes 
now due, and assessments Toted to said town of Bridgewater, 
and Ruch proportion of all the priTile^^es and property, real or 
personal, now belonging to said town of Bridgewater, of what 
kind soovor it may bo, as tho property of tho said inhabitants 
of Bast Bridgewater bears to the property of all the inhabit- 
ants of said town of Bridgewater, aoconling to the latest valu- 
ation thereof; and they shall be holden to pay their proportion, 
to bo asoertained as aforesaid, of all the debts now due and 
owing from said town of Bridgewater. 

" Britt. 3. Be it /nrther enacted, That the said town of Bast 
Bridgowater shall be holden to support their proportion of the 
poor of the town of Bridgowater whioh are now ohargeablo to 
said town, whioh pro|iortion shall be ascortainod by tho prosont 
valuation of said town, and all persons who may liorcnftor bo- 
come chargeable as paupers to the said town of Bridgewater or 
East Bridgowater shall be considered as belonging to that town 
in tho territory of which they had their settlement st the time 
of passing this act, and shall in future be chargeable to that 
town only. 

" Skct. 4. Be it further enacted. That any Justice of the peace 
for the county of Plymouth Is horoby authorised to issue his 
warrant, directed to any freeholder of said town of Bast Bridge- 
water, requiring him to warn tho inhabitants thereof to meet, 
at the time and place therein appointed, for tho purpose of 
choosing all such town officers as towns are by law authorised 
and required to choose at their annual meetings. [June 14, 
182.^]." 

First Town-Meeting. — The first towo-meeting 
held under the act of incorporation took pinco at tlio 
meeting- house on tho 4tli of July, I82lt. IIoii. Nahum 
Mitchell was clioscii moderator, and town oflicoru were 
elocJed, a |mi*t of whom wore Kxra Kingman, Jr., ti>wn 
clerk and treasurer; Alfred Whitman, Isaac Alden 
(3d), Abishai Stetson, selectmen ; Lot Whitmarsh and 
Joseph Chamberlain, Jr., constables ; Ezra Kingman 
and Ellis Holmes, tithingmen. Most of the young men 
in town recently married received the appointment of 
hog-reeves. At a subsequent meeting the fullowing 
were chosen the first school committee, viz. : llev. 
]{onjainin Fesscnden, Bartholomew Brown, Ezra 
Kingman, Jr., Hector Orr, John S. Champney, and 
William Harris, Jr. 

At the time of the incorporation of East Bridge- 
water the post-office received a mail from Boston but 
three times a week, viz., Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. There was a public conveyance to Boston 
three times in a week, Tuesday, Thursday, and Sat- 
urday, by the Boston and New Bedford stage, which 
stopped at noon for the passengers to dine at the 
tavern then kept by Mrs. Naomi Crombie, where the 
lloninn Catholic Iioumo of worship now shuulH. 

Civil List. — The modeniUirs of the annual town- 
mectiiigR of East Bridgewater, with the dates, have 
been as follows : 



MODERATORS OP 

July A, 1R23. Nahum Mit- 
choll. 

March 1, 1824. Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March 7, 1825. Bartholomew 
Jirown. 

A|>ril .3, 182ft. Hector Orr. 

April 2, 1827. Hector Orr. 

April 7, 1828. Hector Orr. 

March 23, 1829. Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March 8, 1830. Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March 21, 1831. Bsra King- 
man. 

March 12, 1832. Nahum Mit- 
choll. 

March 11, 1833. Bartholomew 
Brown. 

April 7, 1834. Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March 16, 1835. Nahum Mit- 
chell. 

March 7, 18.36. Hector Orr. 

March 6, 1837. Hector Orr. 

March 5, 1838. Bsra King- 
man. 

March 4, 1830. Bsra King- 
man. 

March 2, 1840. Isaac Pratt. 

March 1, 1841. Lebbeus 
Leach. 

March 7, 1842. Bartholomew 
Brown. 

March 6, 1813. Kxra King- 
man. 

March 'I, IS'l-l. JoAoph Oham- 
borlain. 

March 3, 1845. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 2, 1846. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 1, 1 847. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 6, 1848. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 5, 1840. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 4, 1850. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 10, 1851. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 1, 1852. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 

March 14, 1853. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 



TOWN MBBTINOS. 

Maroh 1.% 1854. Joseph Cham- 
berlain. 
March 12, 1855. James Bates. 
March 10, 1856. James Bates. 
March 9, 1857. James Bates. 
March 8, 1858. Joseph Cham- 

borlain. 
March 21, 1850. James Bates. 
Maroh 19, 1860. Bsra King- 
man. 
Maroh 11, 1861. Benjamin W. 

Harris. 
Maroh 10, 1862. Benjamin W. 

Harris. 
March 9, 1863. Benjamin W. 

Harris. 
Maroh 14, 1864. BsraS.WhiU 

marsh. 
Maroh 13,1865. BsraS.WhiU 

marsh . 
March 19,1866. EsrsS. Whit- 
marsh. 
Maroh 18,1867. Esrs S.Whit- 
marsh. 
March 9,1868. BsraS.WhiU 

marsh. 
Maroh 15,1869. BsraS.WhiU 

marsh. 
March 14, 1870. Moses Bates. 
March 13, 1871. BsraS. WbiU 

marsh. 
March 11, 1872. Moses Bates. 
March 17, 1878. WillUm H. 

Osborne. 
March 10, 1874. William U. 

Osborne. 
Maroh 1, 1876. BsraS.WhiU 

marsh. 
Maroh 6, 1876. William H. 

Osborne. 
March 12, 1877. George M. 

Keith. 
Maroh 4, 1878. George M. 

Keith. 
Maroh 10, 1879. George M. 

Keith. 
Maroh 8, 1880. George M. 

Keith. 
March 14, 1881. George A. 

Wheeler. 
Maroh 13, 1882. George M. 

Keith. 
Maroh 12, 1883. George M. 

Keith. 
.March 10, 1884. George M. 

Keith. 



SBLBCTMBN. 
Selectmen of East Bridgewater from the date of 
the incorporation of the town : 

Isaac Aldcn, 1823, '24, '25, *20, '27. 

AbiRhai Stetson, 1823, '24, '25, '26, '27. 

Alfred Whitman, 1823, '24, '25, '26. 

Asor Harris, 1827, '28, '29, '80, '81, '82, '33, '34. 
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Darid Brown (2d), 1828, '29, 'SO, '81, '82, '88, '84, '85. 
Simeon Curtis, Jr., 1828, '29, '80, '81, '32, '38, '42, '43, '44, '46, 

'48, '47, '48, '49, '50, '61, '62, '53. 
Zenai Keith, 1884, '35. 
IMAO Prmtt, 1884, '.15, '38, '37, '88, '30, '40, '41, '43, '44, '46, '48, 

'47, '48, '49, '60, '61, '62, '63. '64, '66. 
Joeeph Chamberlain, Jr., 1830, '38. 
Martin WhiUng, 1830, '37, '39, '40, '41, '42. 
Zebina Keith, 1838. 
Aaron Ilobart, 1839. 
Welcome Toung, 1840, '41. 
Daniel French, 1842, '43, '44, '46, '40, '47, '49. 
Samael G. Alden, 1850, '54, '00, '01, '02. 
Calvin Reed, 1855. 
John Roed, 1855, '60. 
B. WaUon Keith, 1855. 
George Bryant, 1868, '57, 58, '59, '00, '01, '82, '83, '84, '05, '80, 

'07. 
Wadsworth Pliillips, 1858, '57. 
Ctuhing 0ti8, 1858, '59. 
Charles A. Latham, 1860, '81, '02, '03. 
Benjamin W. Uarris, 1803. 
Galen Willis, 1804. 
Isaao N. NatUr, 1884. 

Jacob Bates, 1805, '60, '67, '68, '89, '70, '71, '72. 
Exra Kingman, 1865, '77, '78, '79. 

Bliab Latham, 1806, '67, '68, '69, '70, '71, '72, '73, '81, '84. 
Charles H. Goss, 1868, '69,' 70, '71, '72, '74, '75, '76, '78, '79, '82. 
Moses Bates,! 1878. 
George A. Wheeler, 1878. 
Jacob Rogers, 1873. 

Bxra A. Whitmarsh, 1874, '75, '70, '77, '80, '81. 
Joshua Dean, 1877, '78, '79, '80. 
Henry Gurney, 1880, '81, '82, '83, '84. 
L. Watts Richards, 1882, '83. 
James Sidney Allen, 1883. 
George M. Keith, 1884. 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Town clerks of East Bridgewater from the date of 
the incorporation of the town : 

Esra Kingman, Jr., 1823, '24, '25, '46, '47, '48, '49, '50, '51. 
Bartholomew Brown, 1826. 

William Harris, Jr., elected Aug. 21, 1826, '27, '28, '29, '30, '31, 
'32, '33, 34, '35, '36, '37, '38, '39, '40, '41, '42, '43, '44, '46. 
Benjamin W. Harris, 1852, '63, '54, '55, '56, '67, '68, '69, '00. 
Isaac N. Nutter, 1861, '62, '63, '64, '06. 
William H. Osborne, 1800. 
Jacob A. Rogers, 1807, '08, '09, '70, '71, '72, '78. 
Frank Smith, 1874, '75, '70, '77, '78, '79, '80, '81, '82, '83, '84. 

TREASURERS. 
Treasurers of East Bridgewater from the date of 
the incorporation of the town : 

Esra Kingman, 1828, '24, '26, '46 '47, '48, '49, '50, '61. 

Bartholomew Brown, 1820. 

William Harris, Jr., Aug. 21, 1826, '27, '28, '29, '30. '31, '32, '33, 

'84, '35, '80, '87, '38, '39, '40, '41, '42, '43, '44, '46. 
Benjamin W. Harris, 1852, '68, '54. 
Welcome Yonng, 1866. 
Martin Whiting, 1856, '66. 
John Reed, 1857. 
Bartlett R. Alden, 1868, '69, '60, '01, '62, '63, '64. 



Isaao N. Natter, 1888, '67, '68, '69, '70, '71, '78. 
Henry Gurney, 1872. 

RKI*UiaKNTATIY1C8 TO GEN NBA L COURT. 



Kxrm KliiguMii, Jr., 1I«0, mO, *31, 

ni4, "M, •30. 
Aaor Harris, 1838, *49. 
Jowtpli CluuiilMrlalii, 188S. 
Willbim ll»rrl«, IKM, *37, *40, *41. 
Immc Pmtt, 1837, *38, *40, *5e. 
Ohar]«s Mitchell, 1838. 
Jacob A. Rogers, 1860, *ft2. 
Levi Ohurcliill, 1861. 
Oklvin ]Sc«l. 1864. 
B. Watson Keith. 1866. 
Aba Mltchoil, 1867. 
Dei^amhi W. Harris, 1808. 



TliouMUi flbiiant, IHfiS. 

Uavid Pratt (ftl), 1880. 

WiUlaoi Allan, 1881. 

IQara Kingman, 180S, ^63. 

Jamas S. Allan, 1864, *71. 

William Yittt4Mi, 180S, Mtt. 

Jacob Hataa, 1867, W. 

Irving Ihktea, 1808. 

Pliny KdNon, 1870. 

WillUm H. Oaboma, 191% *84. 

Isaac N. MutUr, 1876, ^O. 

Juahua Doan, 1880. 

L. Walts Blchanls, 1888. 



JUSTIOKS or THE PKAOK. 



Ool. Kdward Mitchell. Aug. 88, 

1776. 
Hugh Orr, Got. 20, 1776. 
KlUha Mitchfll, Sept. 18, 1788. 
Dr. Hectur Orr, June 7, 1803-87, 

1841-47 (thtrty-uine yaan). 
NaUian Alden, Nov. 87, 1811. 
James Tliumas, 1818. ., 
Kxru Kingman, 1813. 
Silvanus Lasell, Feb. 3, 1816. 
Isaac Aldan (:)d), 1827. 
Silvanut L. Mitchell, 1828. 
Walhice Rutt, 1820. 
Abidia Stetson, 1833. 
Aaor llMrii«, IKM. 
Isaac Pratt, 1841. 
WillUm Harris, 1842. 
IjobbuiiM l«onuli, 1846. 
Nathaniel Waterman French, 1846. 
Henry Alden, 1848. 
Joeiah Whitman, 1847. 
Solomon Ager, 1847. 



Warm Kingman, 1847. 
Oualiing Mitchell, 1848. 
MuMM llatiw, Jr., 1849. 
Joseph CImmberUla, 1860. 
licvl Charchlll, 1862. 
Jacob llatoa, Jr., 1863. 
Asa Millet, 1863. 
Simeon Onrtia, 1866. 
James H. Mitcbeli, 1856. 
B. Watson Kaflh, 1866u 
Bafus A. UltleflelO, 1868. 
John Pearce, 1866. 
Oalvin Reed, 1866. 
John Reed, 1856. 
Seth llryaut, 1858. 
Robert Gartia, 1866. 
Aaron Ilobart, Jr. 
Kara Kingman, 1801. 
Henry Hobart. 
Thomas Keith. 
Jamea H. Mitchell. 
Isaac N. Nutter, 1872. 



1 Died Juno 16, 1873. 



Each of the attorneys received his commission soon 
after admission to the bar : Nahum Mitchell, July 3, 
1705; Bartholomew Brown, June 2G, 1812; and 
others whose names are elsewhere given. 

UKPKKSKNTATIYKS IN (MNQUKSS. 

Nahum Mitchell, 1803-6. . | BeiUamIn W. Harris, 187S-8S. 

Aaron Hobart, 1821-27. 



Hugh Orr. 1786-86. 
Nahum Mitchell, 1818-14. 
Aaron llulmrt, I81tt. 
Woluouio Young, 1846-47. 
Aaron Holwtrt, Jr., 1864. 



BTATB 8BNAT0B8. 

Jamea H. Mitchell, 1802-6S. 
lieiUamla W. Harris, 1867. 
Jacob llatea, 1870-71. 
Jamea 8. Allen, 1K82-H3. 



MKMHKBS Oy THK XXKCUTIVK OOUNOIL. 

Nahum Mitchell, 1814-W. I Asa Millet, 1866. 

Aaron Hobart, 1828-81. I 

COUNTY 0UMMIS8I0NSBS BXLONGINO TO XA8T BRIDQK. 

WATKR. 

nariliuloniew Drown, 1834-36. i James Hates, 1867-68. 

Isaac Alden (3d), 1836-43. I 

SHKRirF 0¥ I'LYMOUTII COUNTY FROM KA8T BRIDGK. 

WATBR. 

James Batea, 1860. Continued In that oAce till his decease, Oct. ft, 1878. 

DEPUTY SHKBirrS-i 



John Holman, Aug. 26, 1731. 
Jaiihet Allen, 1773-76. 
William llurri8,180O-8. 
Kdward Vinton, 1813-31. 



Jceeph CliamberUlB, 1832-40. 
llarUett IL Aldeu, 1862-64. 
Franklin KoiUi. 
George A. Wheeler. 



* Appointed by the sheriff. 
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Statifltioi. — Votes for Qovernor eiduo tlio incorpo- 
ntiuii of tlie inwti of ]' 

1B34. Willtem Euf tis,. I 



SnniudL Lnthrnii.. 

I8SG. LcTi Linsoln 

1820. UvlLlnoofa 

Sumucl llubbnra.... 
1S3I, L<Ti Lincoln 

llkrriion Omj Otil. 
t. I.ctri,lnei.lo 

MsrtiB Kninlidcll... 
I83B. I>«vi l.inwln 

1810. t«*i Aneala 

18)1. LarlLlB^rn"" 

]iDrsiuM..rt.>n 
ISaS. SHmaal Latlwav 

J«Ti Linaoln 

M»rcDlUarton 
18WI. John Qiiinaj Adam 

J<^n ItBV^H 

Miimi<Mi.rl..M 

ISM. .Inhii \tnTh 

John JlAilgjr 

Mjircufl Morion. 
1886. Rdwnr.1 KvonU..... 

Manua Morton 

18SII. Edwurd BrentL.... 

H>rco« MartoB 

IflHT. KclxMrd Rrrrctt 

MnrrMK MorloK 

Kdwunl Kierelt 

ilitroDi Murlnn .... 
1830. Mnre.it Murtmi .... 

Bilward Uterntt.. 
1840. Jobn Dnvla.. 



5i. gnmuel II. Wnlic 
18S0. Ilo.iry.! Osrclnc 



I8ST. H thni 



orB» N. Briggi... 10* 



SBmiiBl B. Sawaii... 

1845. OmrRa N. ItriKgs... 1 

tsnmjj>i.viii 1 

Sa.niielli.i;D>inll . 

IMS. ticorgo N. nrisgi... 1 



iirkI li. SowhII... 00 



184B. Gn>ri;o N. Ilriggt... I 

Oaurga R. UdiUhcIP. I 

StenhoD C. I'liilllnt. 1 

185(1. OEargaN.ltriKKa... I 

UonrgaS. IJoninBll. I: 

8tr|>1iiinC.ri>tlll>i>. I 

I8fil. lt,.(H)rt C. Wintlirm. 3. 

QenrKa fl. IlDDtvoll. 1. 

1851. J.>bn II Cniror<l. i 

llonea Jtlnun 1. 

IlenryW IXthop.. 1 

18fiS. Rinrr; W»l>l,.im... 1 

llanry W. Itilbop... 1 

Banrr Wibnn I 

nmilfonl I.. WhIh.. 

Sri4. M-urf J, llHMlnrr... 3 
Knimj tV»iM.iitn... 
llenrj UMIinhnn... 

HfiiTf WiWii 

185K. ]1riirjJ.ll.riliiDr... t 

JidiiM Itnnkwell I 

Bniamni O. BsHb. 1 



rl l> Knnlit ITT 

las 



Eniinua D. Banali.. 103 
Caleb SwuD 

1858. Nallmnifl I*. Kiuik* 
llraiinua 1). IlDnob.. 

1850. NuthanlDl B. ttaiika 1ST 
IlanJMinlii K. l<ntl«r 
<:anrgD N. DHgga... 
I. John A. Andraw.... 330 
AmoB A. LnwTonea. 315 
Bniguiua D. B«ach.. OH 
UeDJKinin P. Bnllor ) 

18fll. lauoDfila lOE 

Jnhn A. Androo.... ITn 
(^hirlM l)r>TP 






■••Ire 



18(3. Jiili 

llanry W. Paino... 

Dinjiwnin F. llnUai 
I8I4. .l..hnA AiKlrnt..... 

HenrylV 1-nino,.., 
18SB. Alci.Il.ili'll.iak.... 

" iusK. Couoh.... 
1. II. Bullock.,.. 



>. Il.g 
II. UmIIoc 



IBOT. AlBi 



I. R.H.Ohiiiil)Brl«in 

WgiimnClninn 

rlinrlssF Ad4iiiB., 

18T0. ^Venilell )'liil1i|>!-.... 

<^h>rlc«F Adnuif... 

I8TI. ■wlnlloVntl'iburn' 



KnbcrtC I'iliiinn 

1873. Win. tt. Wwihlmrn. 
Fmnci" W. tlird 

B. Wanhbnra. 
Wiiliiini (iMtim 

1874. Thomw Tnlbol 

WilKnmdaalnn 

I8TS. William UMton 

Alixnndar 11. Itice. 

Chnrloa P. Adamil'.'. 

larn. Alcxnudnr II. Kico. 

iniarlp. F. Adnin«.„ 

John I. Maker 

STT. William DmId 

Aloinn'loril Itkv. 
Ilobatl aPiUuaii... 

878. Thoinnt Talbot 

Ilenjniiiln F. BuUcr 
Joiinh J. Abboil.... 
Aloi™>A. Miner.... 

879. John D. Long 

Itonioniln F. llntlcr 
JnbnI^linoyAdnlna 
DnnlolU. l^iM; 

880. John D. Lone 

Cbai. P. 1 
Oharli* Aim;.... 

1881. John I). I^ug - 

aiaa. P. Thompaon. 
ChtLrlm Almy 

1883. Iti'lH-rL H. lliHh<>|...] 
Itonjaniin V. Ilnller 

, linn. It. ll.ibin«>>.V. 
Iloiijaniln V. Ilntlfr 
Charlaa Alai; 



Valnalkm 
tl,313.aia 

'.'.".'.'. i"ir.i/ai 

1;U6.1,«8S 

'.'.'.'". liien.iH 
i.infiot 

'.'.'.'". i',us,iii 
Uiij«o 

.!.L' ilxMi|v<4 

I,W1,H6 



VALtATIOH. 
"Ij^"' Poll*, ranllles. . 



TOWN AFFIIOPBIATIONS. 



)i,4M.ua 

X.TMJt 
S,4M.4« 

i,siTjn 



),7M.T1 

4.nM4 



... mv lalT.EI (I) Ten 



t0.9tSJt 

Mfmso 



1t.M:l 14 
IO.IRSA 



ORH8U8 AT VARIOUS DATSS. 
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Inluibitaiita. Valoatlon. 

1K)0 IflM 

IMO ^.......^ -.. 1044 $MU,IIua 

1860 « ^ ~ «M« 1,200.940 

1860 ^ 8«ff l,2ft2.1M 

1870 »»17 1,(JT7/180 

1880 ^« « 2710 l;i4a.«40 

FoIiMUicHi for 1883. 

RoalMUU «1 ,068.470.00 

Peraoual 43l,:»CO.0O 

$1,486,830.00 
NumUr of polla, 800. 
Tax on eaoh poll, $2.00. 
RaU of taxation, $10 on $1000. 
Amount of tax«s $16,406 JK). 

By the census of 1880, for each of the villages, 
the number of inhabitants is as follows : 

Beaver DIttrict 339 

Gentn District ~ 1294 

Ourti«ville District ^ 148 

Eastville District 182 

BImwood DUtrtct 379 

Morthvllle DUtrict 210 

Satucket Diitrict ~ 168 



2710 



1874. 



Acree of Und taxed ^ » 11,037 

Uouaea 
Honeo 
Oowa 
Sheep 



u 

M 
U 
M 



686 

380 

387 

62 



1876. 

Aeree of land taxed. 

Uouaee ** . 

llomee 

Cuwfl 

Sheep 



u 

M 
M 



10,262^ 

660 

303 

S:M) 

00 



A comparison of the earliest and latest valuations 
and appropriations (1823-83) will give some idea of 
its financial status then and now, though it b proba- 
ble that in the first. State and county taxes were not 
included, as the precinct became a town during that 
fiscal year : 



1823. 
On propertj, etc $1460.00 

ApfTOf/ricLtiOH, 

SobooU 600.00 

Highways 800.00 

Support of poor 660.00 



1883. 
On property, etc $16,496.30 

i4j)proprialiofi. 

Schoolt 6,600.00 

Highways 4,002.11 

Support of poor 1,600.93 



Public-Houses. — The first tavern in East Bridge- 
water of which we know was kept by Josiah Sears, 
who had come from Gape Cod about 1711, and mar- 
ried a daughter of Isaac Harrb, who died about 1707. 
Mr. Sears lived in the house previously occupied by 
his father-in-law. This house was near the old ford- 
ing-place in Satucket River, below the Indian dam. 
He kept this house of entertainment till about 1725, 
when he sold the house to Gapt. Jonathan Bass, and 
returned to the cape. 

Joshua Pratt kept a tavern from about 17G0. He 
died in 1772, and was succeeded by his son, Joshua, 
Jr. The house was on the north side of Central 
Street, opposite Bridge Street. 

Benjamin Harris kept a public-house in Satucket. 
The house, built in 1787, is that now occupied by 
Mrs. Joseph W. Bennett. 

Nathaniel Chamberlain kept tavern from 1790 sev- 



eral years. The house was near the east end of By- 
ram's Plain. 

The Joseph Laiell House was erected about 1796, 
where the Ilomaii Catholic Church now is ; this was 
a tavern till 1827. Mrs. Naomi Crombie waa land- 
lady of the house for several of its later years as an 
inn. Jackson k White were the last tavern-keepers. 

The hotel known as the Hudson House was the 
large house erected in 1787 by Capt. Joseph Keith 
and Benjamin Robinson. It stood in the village, near 
the crossing of Central and Bedford Streets, and was 
burned June 4, 1857. The successive landlords were 
George M. Allen, from Scituate, 1825; Harrison 
Whitman, 1826 ; Thomas Whitman, 1827-32 ; Wil- 
liam Smith, 1833-43 ; Harvey Josselyn, 1844-49 ; 
Doolittle, 1850-51 ; John 0. Hudson, 1852-67. 

Streets and Boads. — In 1870 the public thorough- 
fares of the town, to the number of thirty -six, were 
named as streets. To some of the principal streets 
names were applied from certain circumstanoes ; for 
example, Central Street runs in a nearly direct line 
east and west across the common through the town ; 
Bedford Street was formerly a psirt of tho turnpike 
from Boston to New Bedford ; Plymouth Street was 
tho old Plymouth road from tho common to Halifax ; 
Whitman Street was the ancient road from Whitman's 
mills (now the Carver Cotton-Gin Works) to Joppa 
(Elm wood) bridge. All the houses on that road for 
many years were occupied by Whitmans. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Sohoola— School DittrioU— Sohool Committee of Bast Bridge- 
water — Boat Bridgoweter Aoedemy — High School — Librariei 
— Library Aasooiation — College Gradaatea — Phyiieiana — At- 
tornejrs and Couniellon — Biographioal. 

Schools. — No schools seem to have been established 
within the territory of ESast Bridgewater before 1700. 
It is pi'obable that the children had opportunity to go 
to school in " the town," — t.e., West Bridgewater. 
Instruction was given a few years previous to 1686 
by Nathaniel Willis, the first schoolmaster in Bridge- 
water, and Nathaniel Brett acted the part of peda- 
gogue in 1694. Nov. 4, 1700, the town of Bridge- 
water agreed that Thomas Martin, a scholar from 
England, should teach the children, and that *<the 
scool should be kept in foure places in the towne, 
where it may be most convenient for the inhabitants' 
children to come, and to be kept three months at a 
place.*' The probability is that thus an arrangement 
was made for instruction to be given in the east part 
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of the town for two months or inoro in a yenr. In 
1705 " Nnthnniol Brott wna chosen schoolninstor, to 
bo paid 15 pounds per annum, and 4 schooldauics for 
the several quarters of the town to instruct small 
children in reading/* Thus the prospect of general 
education began to brighten. The schools in those 
early times were probably kept in private houses. No 
school-house was probably erected in East Bridgewtiter 
earlier than 1720. There is no town or precinct 
record to indicate when the first schodl-houso was 
built) but it was probably done by the voluntary con- 
tributions of the citizens as early as 1723, the date of 
the incorporation of the East Precinct. The building 
st^od on the west end of what is now the common. 
TracoH t»r ilH loaitiim wore seiMi many yearH aOur it 
had boon taken down or removed. 

Aug. 18, 1743. The inhabitants of liridgcwator, 
having assembled in town-meeting, ** then proposed 
whether they would by vote fix the Grammar School 
this present year in the West Precinct at the school 
houKO in Haid |>rccinct, and appntpriuto .C5i old tenor 
of the town's money to support s'' school, provided a 
certain number of men will appear to make ups'' :C51, 
a sufiicient sum to maintain such a grammar school 
master as the selectmen shall provide, and likewise, 
that the other three prec*ts this present year shall 
draw out of the town treasury the remainder of what 
is raised, to support the Grammar school in the town, 
according to what the pay is respectively, and said 
money to be appropriated for the support of English 
schools among themselves. And the vote pa8.sed in 
the afiirmative.** October 3d, same year, " they met 
according to the adjournment, and it was proposed 
whether the South, East, and North prec'ts shall have 
the same privelidge of the school with y* West prec', 
after this present year successively according to their 
age, in case they will accept of it, and if not, then the 
next prec^ in course to have the offer of. And the 
vote p:ust in the affirmative.'* Here, then, we see the 
way opened for instruction in the higher branches in 
the East Parish as well as other parts of Bridgewater. 

At a parish- meeting held, " Mch. 24, 1748, voted 
that precinct Gom'tee, Capt. Bass, Capt. Whitman, 
and Lieut. Mitchell, take Care about the schole, to 
dispose of the Money belonging to this precinct to the 
best advantage." So it seems there was but one 
school-house at this time in the parish, and but one 
down to 1771 ; for it was " voted Nov. 15th, of that 
year. To Ezra Whitman for work Don at the meeting 
Ilonse and school house, .CO. 45. Or/.*' In 1773, the 
East Parish " voted that the Parish should bo divided 
into School Ricks'." The committee chosen to make 
such division were Capt. Joseph Gannett, Isaac Allen, 



Anthony Sherman, David Kingman, Ens. Cashing 
Mitchell, Benjamin Harris, Nohemiah Latham, Jolin 
Brown, and Robert Orr. 

Sohool Districts. — Accordingly the East Parish 
was divided into seven districts, and the management 
of the several schools was annually placed in the care 
of the regular parish committee of three men, the as- 
sessors of the precinct, who each year divided the 
school money according to the number of the children 
in each district from three to sixteen years of age. 

April 12, 1790. The parish *< voted to choose a 
committee in each school district, whose duty it shall 
be to see that their respective districts have their pro- 
portion of the money raised and appropriated for 
KngliKli hcIkmiIs, and that suitable masters or mis- 
tresses are provided to keep a school or schools in 
their respective districts, and also to provide wood for 
the said schools, and that no schoolmaster or mistress 
shall draw money nor obtain an order from the pre- 
cinct committee to draw money for keeping a sohool 
until he or she shall obtain a ccrtificato from the 
major part of the committee of the district where he 
or she hath kept a school, certifying the number of 
weeks such school was kept and the sum due to him 
or her for said service." The committee chosen were 
as follows, viz.: East Dbtrict, Polycarpos Snell, 
Thomas Sherman, and Benjamin Whitman ; Middle 
District (three districts having been united in one), 
Ensign James Keith, Ephraim Cary, Jr., Col. Robert 
Orr, Capt. David Kingman, and Benjamin Robinson ; 
Northwest District, James Barrell, Zechariah Shaw, 
and Isaac Alden ; Over Meadow District, Eleazer 
Whitman, Christopher Bates, and Lieut. Samuel 
Pool ; Southeast District, Nathan Hudson. 

In 1792 there were again seven districts, and in 
1793 a new district was formed in the northeast part 
of the precinct, which in recent years has been known 
by the name of Northville. 

School Committee of the East Precinct — The 
following is a list of the school committee chosen by 
the East Precinct of Bridgewater from 1790 to 1823 : 

Polyoarpai Snell, 1790, '91, '96. 

TliotnAS Shortnan, 1790, '91, '9.3. 

l^enjnmin Whitinno, 1790, '91. 

Ensign James Keith, 1790, '91, 1807, '09. 

Bphraim Cary, Jr., 1790, '91, '93, '94, '96, '99, 1804, '05, '10. 

Col. Robert Orr, 1790. 

Capt. David Kingman, 1790, '95. 

Benjamin Robinson, 1790. 

James Barrell, 1790, '93, '97, '99, 1804, '08. 

/.nohariali Shaw, 1790. 

Isaac Allien, 1790. 

KIcaxer Whitman, 1790, '91, '92, '93, '95, '99, 1801. 

Christopher Hates, 1790, 1805, '06, '07, '10, '11. 

LieuL Samuel Pool, 1790, '91. 
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Nalhan Hudson, 1790, '92, '94, '96, '97, '99, 1800, '01, '02, 

'OS, '04, '06, '00, '07, '08. '09, '10, '18, '19. 
Lieat. Simeon Qanneit, 1791, '92, '94, '97, 1800, '04. 
Btra Allen, 1791. 
CapL T^vi WasUburn, 1791. 
Capt. Itaae Whitman, 1791. 
Joihua Barren, 1791, '94. 
Capt. Nathan Alden, 1791. 
Lieut. James Allen, 1791. 
John Brown, 1791, 1800. 
Robert Wade, 1701, '92, 1800, '04. 
Job Bearoe, 1791, '93, '97, '99, 1811. 
John Hudson, 1791, '95. 
Benjamin Paris, 1791. 

Ensign Gushing Mitoholl, 1791, '02, 95, '1809. 
Lieut. Bradford Mitohell, 1791, 1800. 
Isaao Tribon, 1702. 
Knsign Daniel Kinsley, 1792, 1801. 
Thomas Young, 1793. 
Stephen Hersey, 1793, '05. 
Lieut. Isaao Koilb, 1794, 1800. 
Asahel Allen, 1704. 
Asa Whitman, 1794, 1808. 
Isaao Brown, 1794. 
Benjamin Riehards, 1705. 
James Thomas, 1 795. 
LieuL Benjamin Harris, 1795. 
Seth Whitman, 1796. 
William Koith, 1796, 1800, '03, '05, '17. 
Philip Torrey, 1796, '97. 
Seth Ilobart, 1796. 
Bphraim Hyde, 1797, 1805, '10. 
Bradford Mitohell, 1797. 
John Harden, 1797. 

Silas Frenoh, 1799, 1800, '04, '05, '06, '07. 
Joseph Chamberlain, 1799. 
Levi Keith, 1799. 
Lieut. Bleaier Keith, 1800. 
Jaoob Hill, Jr., 1800, '03, '08. 
Robert Wade, 1800, '04. 
Bsra Kingman, 1801. 
Joel B<ison, 1801. 
Isaao Brown, 1801, '03. 
Thomas Chamberlain, 1801. 
David Allen, 1802. 

Seth Gumey, 1802, '09, '18, '15, '16, '19. 
Seth tiumey, 1803, '04. 
William Harris, 1803, '05. 
Silvsnus Lasoll, 1803. 
Capt. Isaao Whitman, 1804. 

Ablsha Stetson, 1805, '06, '07, '10, '12, '13, '14, '20, '21. 
Bexaleel Allon, 1806. 
Ira Bisbee, 1806. 
Samuel Keen, 1807. 
William Bonney, 1807. 
Nathaniel Cross, 1807, '13. 
Bsra Whitman, 1808. 
Merritt Jenlcins, 1808, '09, '12, '18. 
Joseph Qannett, 1808. 
Zenas Washburn, 1808. 
David Kingman, 1809. 
John Bisbee, 1809. 
Lot Whitmarsh, 1809, '11, '15, '16. 
Mareus Alden, 1810. 
Jonathan Ilobart, 1810. 
Qalen Latham, 1810, '15, '16. 



Bsra Whitman, Jr., 1811. 

John M. tioodwin, 1811, '12, '14. 

Joseph Shaw, 1811. 

Isaao Brown, 1811. 

Abel Barren, 1812, '18. 

Bbeneser Hathaway, 1811, '12, 'IS, '14, '17, '21. 

Philip Torrey, 1812. 

Silvanus Keith, 1812. 

Cashing Mitohell, Jr., 1812, '15, '22. 

Charles Mitohell, 1818, '22. 

Isaao Alden (3d), 1813, '14, '16, '19, '20, '21. 

Thomas Harden, 1813. 

Benjamin Keith, 181S, '14. 

Daniel 8. Brett, 1814. 

(llaildcn Bonney, 1813. 

Jaoob Hersey, 1814, '15, '16, '17, '20, '22. 

Ensign Bartholomew Trow, 1815, '16, '17. 

Molxjir Hudson, 1815, '16, '20, '22. 

Alvan Shaw, 1815, '22. 

Samuel Keen, 1816. 

John Soulo, 1817. 

JuHoph Uuoil, 1817, '18. 

Daniel Hudson, 1817, '22. 

Dr. Daniel Sawin, 1817. 

Thomas Whitman, 1818. 

Capt. William Vinton, 1818, '19. 

Asor HarHs, 1818, '21. 

Amasa Fields, 1818, '22. 

Daniel French, 1819. 

William Harris, Jr., 1819. 

Luther (lannett, 1K19. 

M(MO0 Bales, 1819. 

Melsar Hill, 1820. 

Isaao Keilh, Jr., 1820. 

Benjamin Robinson, Jr., 1820, '21. 

Jared Reed, 1820. 

George Mitchell, 1821. 

David Hersey, 1821. 

Daniel Butes, 1821. 

Jacob Bates, 1822. 

Scliuol coiiiuiittco of East Bridgewiitcr from the 

incorporation of tlio town : 

Rev. Benjamin Fesienden, 1824. 

Bartholomew Brown. 1824, '25, '26, '29, '30, '34, 'SS. 

Btra Kingman, Jr., 1824, '25, '28, '20, '31, '33, '36, '38, '39, '40, 

'42. 
Dr. Hector Orr, 1824, '25, '26. 
Dr. John S. Champney, 1824, '25, '26, '27. 
William Harris, Jr., 1824, '25, '26, '27, '30, '37, '43, '60, »61. 
The selectmen, 1825. 
Isaao Alden (3d), 1826, '29, '30, '32, '34. 
Rev. John A. Williams, 1827. 

Aaron Hobart, 1827, '29, '32, '38, '36, '38, '39, '40, '42, '43. 
Woleome Young, 1827, '80, '31, '37, '39, '40, '42, '44. 
Simeon Curtis, Jr., 1828, '34. 
Williams Lstlmm, 1828. 
Silvanus L. Mitchell, 1828. 
A tor Harris, 1828. 

Rev. Bliphalet P. Crafts, 1829, '80, '31, '82, '33, '35. 
Rev. Bualis Sanford, 1829, '80, '31, '82, '33, '35, 'S3, '37, '41, 

'42, '43, '44, '45, '46, 47, '49, '54, '56, '58, '69, '30, '31, '32, 

'63, '64, '65, '66, '67, '71, '72, '73, '76, '77. 
Nahum Mitohell, 1829. 
Charles A. Liithaui, 1829, '31, '41, *44. 
Robert Curtis, 1829. 
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Dnnioi AVIiitiimn, 1831. 

Ho?. Adonis llnwArd, 1832, *33, '37. 

Solomon Ager, 1837. 

Thomas P. Rydor, 1838. 

Re?. George A. Williams, 1841. 

Rer. Nnihanie! Whitman, 1845, '46, '47, '48. 

Rev. Lucius Aldon, 1845, '4A. 

William Allen, 1847, '48, '70, '74, '76. 

Asa Millet, 1848, '54, '76. 

Rer. Tilij B. Uayward, 1849. 

David Howard, 1840, '50, '51, '52, '63. 

»onjaniin AV. Harris, 1852, '68, '60, 'GO. 

Rev. Philo B. Wiloox, 1854, '66, '66, '67, '68. 

Rufus A. LitUefleld, 1853, '66. 

Asa Miteholl, 1856. 

8amuel Bates, 1864. 

Thomas Conant, 1867. 

K<lwar(1 0. Orovor, 18A0, '61, '62, '63. 

Ri«lmra M.Bmilh, 1861, '62. 

AVilliam II. OslMirno, 1864, '66. 

Bdmund W. Nutter, 1864, '67, '68, '60, '70, '74, '76, '70, '80, '81, 

'82, '83, '84. 
Rev. Nathaniel II. Broughtoo, 1865. 
B. Walliice Holmes, 1866. 
Rev. Francis C. Williams, 1867, '68, '60. 
Ooorgo A. AVheoler, 1868, '60, '70. 
Mosos Bates, 1871, '72. 
Nathan Kingman (2d), 1871, '72. 
John H. Hathaway, 1871, '72. 
Francis Uayward, 1871, '72. 
Rer. Austin Dodge, 1871, '72, '73. 
Franklin Keith, 1871, '72, '73, '74. 
Henry Gurney, 1871, '72, '73, '74, '75, '76. 
George W. Harden, 1871, '72, '73, '74, '76. 
Ksra Kingman, 1873, '83, '84. 
Asa T. Whltmau, 1873, 74, '75. 
AVymanC. Kickott, 1873. 
Jarvis Burrdl, 1873, 74, 76, 76. 
James S. Allen, 1874. 
Martin P. MoLauthlin, 1874, '76, 77. '78. 
Olarenoe A. Chandler, 1876, '77, '78. 
Frederick S. Strong, 1876, 77, '70, '80, '81, '82. 
L. WatU Richards, 1877, '78, '70. 
Rev. Daniel W. Richardson, 1878. 
Robert 0. Harris, 1870, '80, '81, '82. 
Rev. Porloy M. (Iriirin, 1883, '81. 

In 1817, March 24, made choice of Hon. Nahum 
Mitchell, Dr. Hector Orr, Bartholomew Brown, Esq., 
and Dr. Daniel Sawin, a committee for examination 
of schools. 

In 1818 the committee chosen for the same purpose 
were Bartholomew Brown, Esq., Dr. Daniel Sawin, 
Welcome Young, Esq., and James Thomas, Esq. 

The first teacher resident or employed in East 
Bridgewater was John Orcutt. He died in 1781, 
aged eighty -one years. lie taught the school on the 
common several years. He was an excellent pen- 
man, as evinced by specimens of his skill in writing 
still extant. Some others prior to 1800 were William 
Siiell, Ebciu*7A}r Willis, Isaac Tribou, Ezra llichards, 
Heiijainin Paris, Jainos ThonniH, and Timothy Allen. 
Miss Bathsheba Whitman began to teach in the 



school-house on the common in 1794, when she was 
sixteen years old, and was an instructor many years. 
Bartholomew Brown was the first teacher in the old 
steepled school-house erected in the village in 1801. 
He introduced Murray's " Qrammar** and " Reader*' 
as text- books, and instructed the scholars to recite 
some of their lessons in concert ; his pupils in the 
winter of 1801-2, numbering one hundred and 
twenty. 

Among the teachers since the beginning of the 
present century, Hon. Edward Everett is remembered 
with pleasure. He was, while a teacher here, but 
fifteen years old, and a member of the junior class of 
Harvard University. Though so youthful, his re- 
markable attainments in literature enabled him to 
succeed in that winter's task. To the writer of this 
he once stated, " I had, if I recollect right, seventy 
or eighty scholars of both sexes, many of them older 
than myself, one or two of them young men and 
women. ... As a class, they were well mannered and 
gave me no extra trouble, but I was thankful when 
the time was up." 

The amount paid for instruction before 1800 was 
not large. In 1796 the East Precinct received from 
the town treasury $332.89. The next year received 
from the town $332.57, and in .addition the precinct 
raised $100. In 1810 $605.24 were received as their 
proportion of the town's money. From this time 
till the incorporation of the town of East Bridgewater 
the annual expenditure for the support of the schools 
was about $600. In 1833 the amount raised was 
$1000; in 1839, $1200 ; in 1848, $1500; in 1854, 
$2000. In 1869 it rose to $5000 ; in 1883, $5500. 

By the school census, May, 1883, the number of 
children in town between five and fifteen years of age 
was 453. The whole number of pupils of all ages 
enrolled on school registers was 543. 

The per cent, of average attendance in the schools 
collectively is 90.5. 

East Bridgewater Academy.— In 1818 a need 
was felt by the people here of educational advan- 
tages superior to what were furnished in the district 
schools, and a company of proprietors was formed, 
including the following-named citizens: Silvanus 
Lazell, Nahum Mitchell, Barziilai Allen, John M. 
Goodwin, Gushing Mitchell, Silvanus L. Mitchell, 
licvi Washburn, and perha|>s some others. A build- 
ing of two stories was erected on Central Street, 
near the southwest corner of the burial-ground, 
on what is now the estate of Kimball E. Sheldon. 
This seminary was at first named the " Young Ladies' 
School." It was opened for iustniction early in 1819, 
under the care of Miss Bathsheba Whitman. 
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AAer a few years pupils of both sexes were ad- 
mitted. 

April 5, 1837, the school was inoorporated as the 
"East Bridgewator Academy.*' The act of incor- 
poration was as follows : 

" Be it tttaetedf •le. 

" Aaron Hobart, Welcome Young, and Wallace Rust, their 
anociates and suocesiora, are hereby made a corporation by 
the name of the Proprietors of the East Bridgewater Aoademy, 
to l>e established in the town of Rast Bridgewater, in the county 
of Plymouth, with all the powers, Ac., set forth in the forty- 
fourth chap, of the Revised Statutes, with power to hold real 
and personal estate not exceeding ten thousand dollars, to be 
dcToted exclusively to purposes of education." 

The names of those who have been principals of 
this institution are, — 



Bathsheba Whitman, 1834. 
Mary Young, 1835-30. 
Thomas P. Ryder, 1837-38. 
Asa Millet, 18.19. 
John W. May, 1830. 
Daniel Weed, 1840. 
Daniel Littleficld, 1841. 



Bathsheba Whitman, 1810-20. 
Olarissa Adams, 1821-23. 
Bathsheba Whitman, 1824-26. 
Penelope Winslow, 1827. 
Caroline Allen, 1828. 
Bathsheba Whitman, 1820-30. 
Emily Porter, 1882. 
Etra Kingman, 1833. 

In 1845 the proprietors sold the academy building 
and real estate to William Allen, who was principal 
of the seminary from October, 1846, to December, 
1860, when it ceased to be a place of instruction. 

With increase of population and proportionate ac- 
cumulation of taxable property, facilities for educa- 
tion have gradually widened until the town has held 
its own in the commonwealth in more than one re- 
gard, as is shown by its annual reports. 

Hig^h School. — For a number of years preceding 
1860 the necessity for a high and grammar school 
having been duly considered at sundry times, a spa- 
cious and substantial building was in that year erected 
in the Central Village, near the railroad crossing, for 
the purpose, districts 1, 8, and 9 being then united. 

The school opened with an attendance of about 
sixty, under the instruction of Horace Cannon. The 
following are the names of teachers who have suc- 
ceeded him until the present date : 

1861-62. Qeorge L. Faxon. 

1862. (Summer) J. C. Watson Ooze; (winter) John Q. 
Adams. 

1863. (Summer) John Q. Adams ; (fall) Edmund W^. Nutter. 
1863-64. (Winter) Nathaniel C. Soovell. 

1864. (Summer) Gardner W. Lawrence. 
1864-66. (Winter) Hosea Kingman. 

1865. (Summer) Daniel N. Lane; (fall) Edmund W. Nutter. 
1866-66. (WInUr) Austin Sanford. 

1866. (Summer) Edmund W. Nutter. 
1866-67. (Winter) Austin Sanford. 

1867. (Summer) Uenry H. Butler.^ 
1867-68. (Winter) Austin Sanford. 

1 During this year the school became a ** high school/' and 
the " district system" was abolished. 



1868-71. Qeorge L. Faxon. 

1871. Wyman 0. Fioketl, who is the present prindpal of tbo 
school. 

Libraries. — Public libraries have boon estab- 
lished in East Bridgewater at different perioda, each of 
which has done at least something towards educating 
the community. Of some of them mention should be 
made. The first of which anything is definitely known 
was in use in 1770. It was called '* The Library 
of the East Parish of Bridgewater.*' The Toluince 
were nearly all of a directly religious charaoter. 

As to the next library we find that eighteen per- 
sons met Feb. 28, 1793, and signed an agreement to 
form a library society. The meeting was adjourned 
for a fortnight. Accordingly, March 14th, a well- 
prepared constitution was presented, and was signed 
by forty-one persons. Their names, — David King- 
man, Itobort Orr, Kxra Kingman, Nahum Mitcbolly 
Josiah By ram, Levi Washburn, Isaac Whitman, 
Robert Wade, James Keith, Jr., Seth Keith, Joaepb 
Chamberlain, Samuel Rogers, Arthur Harris, Holnuin 
Keith, Galen Latham, Isaac Keith, Isaao Tribou, 
Thomas Yonng, Joseph Whitman, Benjamin Delano, 
William Mitchell, John Harris, Asahel Allen, Simeon 
Curtis, William Keith, Bansillai Allen, Silvanua La- 
zell, Nathan Aldcn, Jr., Isaao Chamberlain, Eiira 
Whitman, Jr., Thomas Sherman, Josiah OUs, Samuel 
Spear, Jr., Stephen Snell, Thomas Hooper, Josiah 
Richards, Zebulon Allen, Benjamin Whitman, Oad 
Hitchcock, Jr., Ephraim Hyde, Simeon Allen. 

This association was denominated " The Proprietors 
of a Library in the East Precinct of Bridgewater." 
From some of the early records of this association, still 
extant, it is seen that the selection of books was judi- 
ciously made ; some of the authors were Gh)ldsmith, 
Addison, Knox, Cowper, Pope, Ramsay, Keats, 
Bruce, Hannah More, Josephns, Newton, Franklin, 
and Paley. There were also Butler's <' Analogy," 
Smith's << Wealth of Nations," " Washington's Iiot- 
ters," etc. 

In 1836, Rev. Adonis Howard and others formed 
a <* Social Library" in Joppa vilUge. There were at 
first one hundred volumes, average cost about one dol- 
lar each ; one hundred additional volumes were after- 
wards purchased. Much liberality was manifested 
by individuals in carrying forward an institution so 
valuable. 

About 1838 a << Village Library" was instituted at 
the centre of the town, which was kept in the law- 
office of Welcome Young, Esq. 

About 1840, John Adams Conant, Jr., started a 
library in Eastville, which has been the meana of 
much usefulness. 
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An ** Agricultural Library," with one hundred and 
twenty volumes, was established by the Agricultural 
Association in 1860. 

Library AssociatioiL — The ''East Bridgewater 
Library Association" was formed Sept. 23, 1870. At 
the first annual meeting, held Jan. 20, 1871, the ful- 
lowing ofRccrs were elected : President, Ezra Kinir- 
man ; Vice-President, James S. Allen ; Secretary, 
George W. Allen ; Treasurer, Frederick S. Strong ; 
Finnncc Committee, John Ilobart and Franklin 
Edson ; Lecture Committee, William H. Osborne, 
Amos Hunting, and Simeon C. Keith ; Committee 
on the Library, William H. Osborne, William Vinton, 
George L. Faxon, Martin P. McLauthlin, S. Prescott 
Allen, Dr. Charles W. Harris, Edmund W. Nuitcr, 
Rev. Timothy O. Paine, George W. Allen. 

At the annual meeting of the association, held in 
January, 1884, the following vote was passed, viz. : 
"That if the town will annually appropriate a sum 
not less than one hundred dollars to be expended for 
books under the direction of the library committee, 
the public may have the free use of the books 
belonging to this association." 

At the annual meeting of the town of East 
Bridgewater, held March 12, 1883, a committee, 
consisting of Ezra Kingman, George W. Allen, and 
Isaac N. Nutter, was chosen to take into considera- 
tion the subject of a public town library and report 
at the next annual nu^cting. Accordingly, at the an- 
nual meeting held March 10, 1884, the committee 
made their report, in concluding which they say, 
'' In view of this action of the Library Association 
your committee recommend the acceptance of the 
offer, and that the sum of five hundred dollara be 
appropriated the present year, of which three hun- 
dred dollare of said sum shall be used in the pur- 
chase of books, and that the Library be kept in the 
room occupied by the town officera, and be opened at 
least on two week-day aflernoons of each week, and 
at such other times as may be deemed proper and 
best" 

The town appropriated five hundred dollare as 
desired, and the Free Public Library of East Bridge- 
water was opened June 25, 1884. 

COLLEGE GRADUATES OF EAST BRIDGEWATER. 

John Sli»w, Harvard, 1729 ; olorgjriiian, settled in South Parish, 

Bridgewater. 
Eliab Bjrnm, llarrard, 1740 ; clergyman, settled in Mendham, 

N.J. 
Samuel Angier, Harvard, 1703; clergyman, settletl in East 

Parish, Bridgewater. 

Thomas Gannett, Harvard, 176.3 ; , settled in Plympton. 

Caleb Onnnett, Harvard, 1703 ; clergyman, steward of Harvard 

University. 



Oakos Angier, Harvard, 1764 ; lawyer, settled in West Parish, 
Bridgewater. 

William Conant, Tale, 1770 ; clergyman, settled in Lyme, N. H. 

James Thomas, Harvard, 1778 ; farmer, settled in East Bridge- 
water. 

Levi Whitman, Harvard, 1779; clergyman, settled in Wellfleet. 

Ebenexer Dawes, Harvard, 1786 ; clergyman, settled in Scitnate. 

Barxillai Gannett, Harvard, 1786; merchant, settled in Gardi- 
ner, Me. 

Allen Pratt, Harvard, 1786; clergyman, settled in Westmore- 
land, N. H. 

David Gurnoy, Harvard, 1786; clergyman, settled in TIticut, 
NoHh Middleboro'. 

Ebenexer Laxell, Brown, 1788 ; clergyman, settled in Aitleboro'. 

Nahum Mitchell, Harvard, 1789 ; lawyer (Judge), settled in East 
Bridgewater. 

Hector Orr, Harvard, 1792; physician, settled in Bast Bridge- 
water. 

Exekiol Whitman, Brown, 1796; lawyer (chief Justice of Maine), 
settled in Portland, Me. 

Asa Mitchell, Harvard, 1802; lawyer, settled in New Glouces- 
ter, Me. 

Jacob Hill, Brown, 1807; lawyer, settled in Minot, Me. 

Eliab Whitman, Brown, 1807; lawyer, settled in North Bridge- 
water. 

Nathaniel Whitman, Harvard, 1809; clergyman, settled in 
Bi Her lea and East Bridgewater. 

Daniel Whitman, Brown, 1809; farmer, settled in Bast Bridge- 
water. 

Willard Phillips, Harvard, 1810; lawyer, seUled in Cambridge. 

Welcome Young, Brown, 1814; lawyer, settled in Bast Bridge- 
water. 

Silvanus L. Mitchell, Harvard, 1817; merchant, settled in Bast 
Bridgewater. 

Lucius Aldcn, Brown, 1821 ; clergyman, settled in Bast Abing- 
tnn nml Now Castle, N. H. 

Jason Whitman, Harvard, 1826; clergyman, settled in Saoo, 
Portland, Me., and Lexington. 

Joseph W. Cross, Harvard, 1827 ; clergyman, settled in Bozboro' 
and West Boylston. 

Williams Latham, Brown, 1827; lawyer, settled in Bridgewater. 

William Allen, Harvard, 1837; teacher, settled in Barnstable, 
Saoo, Me., and East Bridgewater. 

Edmund B. Whitman, Harvard, 1838; teacher, settled in Cam- 
bridge, and Lexington, Ky. 

Edward C. Mitchell, Colby, 1840 ; clergyman, settled in Chicago. 

Charies C. Mitchell, Harvard, 1861. 

Allen Whitman, Harvard, 1867 ; teacher, settled in Tonkers, 
N. Y., and Cleveland, 0. 

George L. Faxon, Middlebury, ; teacher, settled in East 

Bridgewater, Brooklield, Spencer. 

James Madison Allen, Oberlin, 1868; philologist, settled in 
Bast Bridgewater. 

John Howard,^ Yale, 1860; teacher of music, settled in New 
York. 

Gorham D. Williams, Harvard, 1806. 

Nathan W. Littlefield, Dartmouth, 1869; lawyer, settled in 
Providence, R. I. 

Austin Sanford, Dartmouth, 1869; teacher, settled in Albany, 
N. Y. 

Richard W. Smith, Wesleyan, 1870; teacher, settled in Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

George B. Ilobart, Harvard, 1876; manufacturer, settled in 
Plymouth. 

Charles Pratt Strong, Harvard, 1870; physician, settled in 
Boston. 
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Robert Orr Harrii, Harvard, 1877; lawyer, BetUed in EmI 

Bridgewator. 
Aaron llobart LatUam, Harvard, 1877; lawyer, tottlod hi 

Boeion. 
Josiali Ityram Millet, Harvard, 1877; juiirualiMt, Hottlod in 

Boston. 
Ahbot Sanford, AmiMret, 1877 ; phyiioian. 
Bradford Allen, Amherst, 1878; physician, settled in Brockton. 

Physioians. — Joseph Bjram, died March 4, 1744, 
age 43. 

Isaac Otis, born in Scituato ; graduate of Ilurvard 
University, 1738; died 1785, age 66. 

Josiah Otb, died March 25, 1808, age 59. 

Hector Orr, graduate of Harvard University, 1792 ; 
died April 29, 1855, age 85. 

Dr. Hector Orr, son of Col. Robert and Hannah 
(Kinginan) Orr, and graudHou of Hon. Hugh Orr, 
was bom in East Bridgwater, March 24, 1770, 
graduated at Harvard University in 1792, studied 
medicine with Dr. Ephraim Wales, of Randolph, and 
in 1794 settled in his native parish. He married 
March 23, 1795, Mary, daughter of Oakcs and Su- 
sanna (Howard) Angier, of West Bridgewater. In 
1796 he was commissioned surgeon in the navy by 
John Adams, President of the United States, and 
under the command of Commodore Preblo, went on 
a long voyage to India. In 1801 he became a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts Medical Society, of which 
institution he served as counselor almost forty years. 
Having a fondness for military tactics, he was com- 
missioned, in 1802, adjutant of the Third Regiment, 
First Brigade, Fifth Division, of the Massachusetts 
Militia. He was an efficient disciplinarian, as can be 
testified by survivors who were trained under his com- 
mand. He might have risen to the highest positions 
in the military department, but he continued as adju- 
tant for the unusual term of twenty-three years. 

He was an apt scholar, well versed in English liter- 
ature and the Latin classics, read rapidly, and remem- 
bered what he had read. He look great interest in 
Freemasonry, joined the Masonic Brotherhood prior 
to his college graduation, and was foremost among the 
founders of Fellowship Lodge, which was established 
in East Bridgewater in 1797, in which year he gave a 
history of Freemasonry in a discourse before the 
lodge. The discourse was published, as was also 
"An Oration pronounced at Bridgewater [East Parish 
meeting-house], Oct. 1, 1801, at the request of the 
Columbian Society," and ** An Oration pronounced at 
Bridgewater [East Parish meeting-house], July 4, 
1804, in Commemoration of the Anniversary of 
American Independence." He was a man of sparkling 
wit, and possessed a fund of anecdotes, which were ever 
at hand, and, if occasion offered, readily delivered. He 



was a skillful physician, and continued in the praotioe 
of his profession for almost sixty years. 11 o cliod 
April 29, 1855, age eighty-five. 

Daniel Sawin, bom in Randolph; diiut April 20, 
1822, age 36. 

John 8. Champney resided here a few years (1822, 
etc.). 

Samuel A. Orr, died Aug. 9, 1878, age 75. 

Charles A. Lockerby, graduate of Medical School 
Dartmouth College, 1844 ; graduate of a college at 
Edinburgh, Scotland; resided here 1845 to 1849; 
removed to Concord, N. H. ; died May 2, 1881. 

Asa Millet, graduated al Brunswick Medical School, 
1842; practiced in East Bridgewater, 1847 to 1854; 
removed to Abington, then to Bridgewater; returned 
in 1873. 

John T. Harris, graduate of a medical school, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ; removed to Rozbury. 

Adonis Howard, bom in West Bridgewater ; died 
Sept. 25, 1866, age 71. 

Daniel Chaplin, graduate of Harvard University 
Medical School, 1844; came to East Bridgewater, 
1858. 

George Viuing, born in Cummington ; practiced in 
1 857-58 ; removed 1 858. 

Enoch Warren Sanford, born in Raynliaiu ; grad- 
uate of Brown University, 1851 ; graduate of Philadel- 
phia College; practiced here from 1858 to 1860; re- 
moved to Brookline, where he died Feb. 27, 1875, 
age 43. 

Charles W. Harris, graduate of Berkshire Medi- 
cal Institution, Pittsfield, 1847 ; came to East Bridge- 
water, 186G, and died May 24, 1884, age 62. 

Attorneys and Counselors. — John Holman, Jr., 
died April 25, 1755, age 49. 

Nahum Mitchell, graduate of Harvard University, 
1789 ; died Aug. 1, 1853, ago 84. 

Bartholomew Brown, born in Danvers, Mass.; 
gradiiato of llarvanl UniverHity, 179tl ; diinl April 
14, 1854. 

Aaron Hobart, bom in Abington ; graduate of 
Brown University, 1805 ; died Sept. 19, 1858, age 
71. 

Welcome Young, graduate of Brown University, 
181 1 ; died May i:J, 1871, age 78. 

Benjamin W. Harris, graduate of Harvard Univer- 
sity Law School, 1849. 

William E. Jewell, graduate of Dartmouth College ; 
settled in East Bridgewater, 1860 ; afterwards re- 
moved to Randolph. 

William II. Osborne, admitted to the bar in 1864. 

Robert 0. Harris, graduate of Harvard Uuiveruty, 
1877. 
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Ezra S. Whitiunrsh, admitted to the bar in 1879. 

Biographical — Lieut. David Kingiuaii was born in 
West Bridgcwatcr in 1708, son of John and Desire 
(Ilarris) Kingman, grandson of John Kingman, and 
great-grandson of Elcnry Kingman, who, in 1635, emi- 
grated from Weymouth, in England, and settled in 
Weymouth, Mass. Lieut. David settled in East 
Bridgewater about 1733. He was one of the early 
traders; was licensed as a retailer in 1745, though 
he probably had begun keeping a store considerably 
earlier. His residence was on Orove Street, facing 
Water Street, the same location as that where is now 
the dwelling-house built by the late William Tribou. 
That part of the town was formerly called " the Robin- 
son neighborhood,*' and more recently " Harmony.'* 
Jiieut. Kingman married, in 1732, Mary, daughter of 
Nathaniel and Elizabeth Hayward, of Elmwood, and 
had five children, — David, Mary, Nathan, Ezra, and 
Hannah (who married Col. Robert Orr). He was an 
officer in the militia as early as 174G. He kept a 
record of daily occurrences for a few years, which is 
extant, and was a reH|)ected and useful citizen, lie 
di('d April 15, 170!), age sixty-one. 

Capt. David Kingman, son of Lieut. David and 
Mary (Haywood) Kingman, was born Feb. 26, 1733, 
married Abigail Hall in 1752, and had Gve sons- and 
three daughters. They were Nathan, Molly, Ezra, 
Nabby, Eunice, David, David, and Barzillai. He, as 
his fath(!r had been, wan a (H)un(ry merchant. We 
find that on Dec. 20, 1757, ho was licensed to sell 
tea, coffee, and chinaware. About 1705 he removed 
from the Robinson neighborhood to Central Street, 
and lived in a house which stood where the late 
Daniel P. Edson lived and died. A few feet east of 
the house was his store. The number of country 
merchants at that time was not large, and this store 
became a famous place of resort. Here he supplied 
the Bridgewater soldiers of the Revolutionary army 
with ready-made clothing. Near the opening of the 
Revolution he was elected commander of the local 
militia in the East District, or east half of the East 
Precinct, of Rridgewater, and continued in that office 
till 1784. In 1780 he represented IJridgewater at 
the General Court. He was an energetic bufline.ss 
man, and interested in iron manufactures, being an 
owner in the forges of the East and South Parishes, 
lie was cheerful, complaisant, and had a great fond- 
ness for children, who reciprocated his regard for 
them. His kindness to strangers was proverbial, 
many of whom could bear witness to his liospitality. 
Ardently attached to the clergy, he was gratified if he 
could lighten their labors and promote the welfare of 
the people. He was f<md of music, and was for many 
66 



years a leader in that department of public worship. 
He kept for many years a diary of passing events. 
His death occurred May 11, 1805, at the age of 
seventy-two. 

Deacon John Whitman was born in the East Parish 
of Bridgewater, March 28, 1735 (new style), and died 
July 20, 1842, aged one hundred and seven years, three 
months, and twenty-two days. He was the first in- 
habitant of the ancient town of Bridgewater who lived 
more than a century. Few persons in the county 
of Plymouth have attained so great an age. He was 
a remarkable man. It would probably be difficult to 
cite another instance of an individual in New England 
who could, at the age of one hundred and seven, write 
his name in a clear, legible hand. He was a son of 
John and Elizabeth (Cary) Whitman. On the father's 
side he was a descendant of two of the earliest settlers 
in East Bridgewater, — Nicholas Byram and Thomas 
Whitman, — and on the mother*s was the fourth in de- 
scent from Capt. Miles Standish, the Pilgrim. He 
married, Oct. 11, 1764, Lydia, daughter of David 
and Joanna (Hayward) Snow. Children : Lydia, born 
July 20, 17G5; Elizabeth, April 24, 17G7; James, 
Feb. 4, 17G9. His wife died April 25, 1771, and he 
married, Aug. 5, 1773, Abigail, daughter of Josiah 
and Elizabeth (Smith) Whitman. Children: Cath- 
arine, born July 4, 1775 ; Bathsheba, Juno 8, 1777 ; 
Josiah, March 20, 1770; Alfred, March 30, 1781; 
Obadiah, March 22, 1783 ; Nathaniel, Dec. 25, 1786 ; 
Hosea, Feb. 20, 1788 ; John, Feb. 4, 1790 ; Abigail, 
May 10, 1703; Bernard, Juno 8,1700; Jason, April 
30, 1709. His wife died Sept. 16, 1813, aged sixty- 
two. Three of his sons — Nathaniel, Bernard, and 
Jason — were educated at Harvard University, and 
became settled pastors of churches. His daughter, 
Bathsheba, was a devoted school-teacher. Her ex- 
perience in imparting instruction was uncommon. She 
lived to a great age, and it could be truly said of her 
that she taught four generations. 

We have said that Deacon Whitman was a remark- 
able man. But if it be asked, " What great things 
did he do?'* it must be answered, he was not promi- 
nent as a statesman, a warrior, an inventor, or an 
artisan, or as a highly-educated man. He was by 
trade a ciirpenter, was a plain mechanic and a farmer. 
He never boasted of any attainments he had made 
or any property that he had acquired. The writer 
recalls his appearance as he was in the daily course of 
life*s duties, on his farm, in his craving the Divine 
blc^ising before partaking of the evening meal, and in 
his attendance on the services of the sanctuary. He 
seemed to be about as near to a complete model of an 
exact balance of the |)owcr8, spiritual, intellectual, and 
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bodily, as it is ever permitted humaDitj to reach. His 
early school education was scjinty indeed, but he read, 
when opportunity offered, the history of past events, 
and carefully noted what was taking place in the com- 
munity, so that he was a man of more than ordinary 
intelligence. ** In regard to his mode of laboring, he 
was seldom, if ever, in haste, but always industrious. 
It has been said that he was never known to do a 
great day's work, — one which might overtask his 
powers and break down his strength and destroy his 
health, while it secured for him u reputation for as- 
tonishing feats of strength or activity. Hut, ic has 
been added, there was no man who performed more 
labor during the year than Deacon Whitman. Nor 
was this done by working lato at night or at unusual 
hours. He generally completed the labors of the day 
by the setting of the sun, and spent the evening with 
his family. The way in which ho perfornuMl so much 
labor during the year was by a diligent improvement 
of the time during the hours of broad daylight. He 
did not drive, he did not dally. He went straight 
forward, always finding something to do, always dili- 
gently employed. This was not merely his course on 
some days, but on all days. If the weather was un- 
favorable U) out-door labor, and he was con lined by 
storm, still he had some employment provided, that so 
be might not be compelled to spend even a rainy day 
in idleness." 

As to food and drink, generally favored with a 
good appetite, he wished to eat that which was whole- 
some, but had no anxiety as to the particular kind of 
food which was to be set before him at the next meal. 
He could eat animal food if plainly cooked, or vege- 
table, but ate in moderation. As to the use of ardent 
spirits as a beverage, before temperance organizations 
had been formed he was set against them. He always 
held in grateful remembrance the sound religious 
training which his parents had given him. He had 
no anxiety to become rich. He was grateful if he 
oould by industry and fidelity make his home com- 
fortable. He was of decided religious opinions, but 
while he held to convictions obtained by a careful 
study of the word of God, be possessed complete 
charity towards others who might di£Per from him in 
religious sentiments. In his estimation, the object of 
living was the formation and maintenance of a relig- 
ious character. 

Oen. Silvanus Lazell, who was born in East Bridge- 
water in 1752, and who died there in 1827, wiut one to 
whose enterprise the town was greatly indebted. He 
began life in humble circumstances, but readily sur- 
mounted difficulties. From a common farm -laborer, 
he became a cobbler. His ambition was to be a suc- 



cessful trader. He began by keeping a few articles 
of merchandise in his shop- window. Constantly add- 
ing to his means he, after a few years, had a store on 
what was subsequently the turnpike (now Tiotlford 
Street), and on the north side of the crotwing uf 
Union and Bedford Streets. 

Ambitious to see the town prosper, he rendered 
substantial aid to enterprising young men. He in- 
duced Samuel Rogers to come to Kast Bridgcwatcr 
in 1788, furnished him a shop, and enabled him to 
engage in the business of clock making. In 1800 be 
assisted Nathaniel Cross, who came from Kxetcr, 
N. H., and Bartholomew Trow, from Charle»towu, to 
start a successful career of carriage-making. James 
Siddall, who oame from Donoaster, England, in 1819, 
and was shipwrecked on his passage, wiis met in 
Hostoii, and encouraged by Oen. Ijazell, who invitcHl 
him to Hcttle in Vjixsi Uridgewator, prcpart**! a .sImi|i 
for him, and started him in the business of black- 
smithing, in which Mr. Siddall continued till near 
the close of his life, in 1881, at the age of eighty- 
five. It was chiefly through Qen. Laseirs influence 
that tlio turnpike was chartered in 1804, and built in 
I80ri-(i, from near the (Iroat Ponds in Mi4l4llolM»ni' 
to the Hraintrce and Weymouth turnpike. Korgint; 
and nail-making were each advanced by his care and 
foresight. 

In 1708 he erected in East Bridgewater village the 
house now owned and occupied by Henry Hobart. 
The grounds were laid out by himself in a tastefiil 
manner, and were much admired by the passing 
traveler. 

Capt. Ezra Kingman, son of Capt. David and Ahi- 
gail (llall) Kingman, was born in East Bridgewater, 
Aug. 15, 1756, and married Nov. 14,1782, Susanna, 
daughter of Peter and Susanna (Keith) Whitman. 
Their children were Susanna, Nathan, Hannah, Esra, 
Melzar, Charlotte, and Caroline. He was a merchant 
in East Bridgewater. About 1785 he built a store on 
Central Street, near the oomnion, where Luke Worces- 
ter now lives, and continued in trade there till about 
1820. He was a correct business man, and was one 
of the selectmen of Bridgewater for twenty years. 
He was also for many years clerk and treasurer of the 
East Parish. It was said of him that he was ever 
seeking to advance the best interests of the town. 

He was commissioned adjutant of the Third Regi- 
ment, First Brigade, in 1781, and captain of the 
militia in 17i)3. He represented Bridgewater at the 
General Court in 1812 and 1816. Like his father 
before him, he was much interested in church music, 
and was for several years chorister of the parish. He 
was a forbearing man, of gentle manners, and leui- 
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pcrntc in nil thin«i;8. He diet! Jan. 24, 1831, ajrod 
so veil ty -four. 

David Kitiirnian, son of Capt. David and Abigail 
(Hall) Kiogiuan, was born in East Bridgewater, Nov. 
27, 1763. Ho married Elizabeth Smith, of Mcndon, 
Mass., and had one son, Oeorgc 0., and eight daugh- 
ters, — Sophia, Eliza, Mary, Nahby, Jane, Lucy, Su- 
sanna, and Frances. He was a very active business 
man, anil engaged in ship-building at Hanover Four 
Cornci-s. In that village lie crcctcil, in 1788, a store 
and a house which has been used as a hotel for many 
years. He was also engaged in ship-building at Bel- 
fast, Me. After the decease of Rev. Samuel Angier, 
of East Bridgewater, he purchased the Angier house 
and gnmndfl, took down the old " manse," which 
had stood for more than eighty years, and erected a 
large «d well ing-liouse and several other buildings. 

He died April 27, 1812, aged forty years. A few 
years af\cr his decease the buildings were all removed, 
and the house with some additions is now the Hyland 
House in Bridgewater village. 

Hon. Ezekirl Whilm.in was Ikmii March I), I77l»j 
and was the only son of Josiah and Sarah (Sturte- 
vant) Whitman. His birthplace was a house which 
stood not far from Elniwood (formerly Joppa) bridge, 
and but a few feet from the residence of Irvinjr Batos. 
His father died when the child was two years old, 
leaving the mother with little moans to support her 
two children. When the boy was seven years of age, 
on his mothor*s second marriage (t4» Jacob Mitchell), 
his uncle, Rev. licvi Whitman, of Welllleet, kindly 
received him into his family, and instructed him and 
treated him with a tenderness Judge Whitman always 
remembered with the deepest gratitude. His coolness 
and fearlessness of spirit were manifested when, while 
he was a small boy, durifig freshets on the Joppa 
River, the low bridge affording but an insecure pas- 
sage over the swollen stream for foot passengers, he 
would mount a horse and take one passenger after 
another across. At the age of fourteen he began 
preparation for college under the instruction of Rev. 
Kilborn Whitman, of Pembroke, and after flfteen 
months of preparation was admitted a student of 
Brown University, in 1791. At intervals, during his 
college course, he taught school in Mansfield and 
elsewhere in order to eke out his scanty means of 
support. After graduating, in 1795, liuding himself 
almost entirely destitute of funds, he was for a while 
di.«;heart<>ned, but was soon encouraged to commence 
the study of the law, and accordingly entered the 
oflicc of Benjamin Whitman, Esq., at Hanover Four 
(\)rncrN. Remaining there but a little while, ho re- 
turned to his native town and read law in the office 



of Hon. Nahum Mitchell. This proved a valuable 
position for the young student. In 1796, Mr. Whit- 
man was induced to go to the new State of Kentucky 
to establish claims to certain tracts of land belonging 
to persons in this part of the country. Ho performed 
the whole journey to Kentucky on horseback, and 
having remained a year and successfully accomplished 
the object of his journey, returned to Massachusetts 
in the same manner as he went. He was admitted to 
the Plymouth bar early in 1799, and in April of the 
same year started on horseback for Turner in the 
State of Maine, where he commenced the practice of 
law, but seeing a better opening in the town of New 
Gloucester, Me., removed there and opened an ofiice 
in the following September. He married Oct. 31, 
1799, Hannah, daughter of Cu.shing Mitchell, of 
Eiist Bridgewater, and sister of his legal instructor. 
While a resident of New Gloucester he was held in 
great respect, and his business continued to thrive 
and increase. In January, 1807, he established him- 
self in Portland, Me. In this new and much larger 
field ho found abundant exercise for his legal ta1cnt«. 
His discernment, calmness, and candor gave him as 
an advocate much power in the courts. He rendered 
great service to the merchants in establishing their 
claims under the trc4ity of the United States with 
Spain in 1819, and that with France in 1831. 

AuKuig the many students who enjoyed his in- 
structions were the late Hon. Simon Greenleaf and 
the late ex-Governor Parris, of Maine. Ho was 
elected a representative in Congress four times, vis., 
in 1808, 181G, 1818, 1820. In 1815 he was a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council of Massachusetts. In 
1816 he was a member of the convention held at 
Brunswick, Me., to consider the question of the 
separation of Maine from Massachusetts. While a 
member of Congress, in 1819, the important question 
was debated whether Missouri should be admitted a 
State with a clause in the bill prohibiting slavery. 
Mr. Whitman recorded his testimony in favor of the 
restriction. After Maine became a State he was an 
unsuccessful candidate for Governor. 

On the 4th of February, 1822, Mr. Whitman was 
appointed by Governor Parris chief justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas for the State of Maine, and 
in December, 1841, he was appointed chief justice of 
the Supreme Court, which oflicc he held until his 
resignation in October, 1848, having served in the 
ca])acity of judge more tlian twenty-six years. His 
wife died suddenly, af)er a sickness of a few hours, 
March 28, 1852, and in the following October he 
returned to p:u)s the remnant of his days among the 
scenes of his childhood, ''free,'' as he said, "to 
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breathe his own native air on his own ground." 
Here, always temperate and quiet in ail his habits, 
he calmly awaited tlic change of worlds, which oarac 
to him at the great age of ninety years and four 
months, Aug. 1, 1866. 
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nON. JAMBS II. MITCnBLL. 

Hon. James H. Mitchell was born in East Bridge- 
water, Nov. 18, 1812, and died June 30, 1872. He 
was the youngest son of Hon. Nahum Mitchell, au- 
thor of the " History of Bridgcwatcr,*' and Nabby, his 
wife, who was a daughter of Gen. Sylvanus Jiazcll. 

Mr. Mitchell was educated at the public schools of 
his native town, and at the academies at Bridgewater 
and Exeter, N. H., and at a very early age he entered 
into business on his own account. He was engaged 
in trade at Pensacola, Fla., as a member of a firm, 
before he was of age. He aflerwards settled in busi- 
ness at Bangor, Me., where lie remained several years. 
In 1833 he married Harriet Laviniu Angier, of Bel- 
fast, Me., a daughter of John Angler, who was a sou 
of Hon. Oakes Angier, a distinguished lawyer, who 
lived in West Bridgewater, who was a son of Rev. 
John Angier, the first minister of the East Parish of 
Bridgewater. Mr. Mitchell, while still a young man, 
went into business in Philadelphia as a partner in the 
firm of Hathaway & Co., coal merchants. This firm 
did a large commission business for the leading mines 
in Pennsylvania. After that firm was dissolved, Mr. 
Mitchell continued the business for several years 
alone. His trade being largely with New England, in 
1850, he removed to his native, town, and purchased 
the estate which had been owned and occupied by 
Rev. John Angier, and by his son and successor in 
the pastorate. Rev. Samuel Angier, where he con- 
tinued to reside until his death. 

Mr. Mitchell opened his office at 92 State Street, 
Boston, where he conducted a large, successful, and 
profitaible business for more than twenty years. lie 
was constant and untiring in his devotion to business, 
and during the whole period of his residence in East 
Bridgewater, so long as health permitted, his habit 
was to go by the first, or 7 a.m., train to Boston, re- 
turning by the last, or 5 p.m. His experience in 
business had been considerable. He had enjoyed 
good fortune, and had been overwhelmed by niisiur- 
. tune, and understood well that success depended on 
industry, economy, and constant attention to business. 



Having but a slender fortune, and a large and depend- 
ent family, his devotion to business was an imperative 
duty, and he allowed nothing to interfere with it ; but 
that duty discharged, all his time and all his tlioiighis 
were devoted to his home, his family, and friends, 
and no man ever performed his duty to wife and chil- 
dren with greater tenderness and fidelity than lie, and 
when, in the midst of a useful and apparently vigor- 
ous life, he suddenly faltered, languished, and died, 
a shadow fell upon that household which was never 
lifted. His wife survived him only a few months, 
and died March IG, 1873. He was a man of the 
most correct habits, given to no excesses in speech or 
conduct ; and yet of social and generous nature, and 
accustomed to dispense a liberal lu»spitality, and to 
extend a warm and hearty welcome to his home and 
tiible to nil comers. « 

Mrs. Mitchell was a lady of rare personal beauty 
and of singular simplicity and purity of character. 
Their life in Philadelphia had been such as to give 
them great social advantages, and their home had 
been one of great attraction. During their residence 
there they formed the personal acquaintance and 
friendship of many of the most distinguished persons 
of the county in public and professional life. Daniel 
Webster and Rufus Ohoate were among their fre4|ucnt 
guests, and their respect and regard for their host and 
hostess were testified by choice tokens and giAs, 
which are treasured with pride and aflfection by their 
children. 

Mrs. Mitchell was a lady of great refinement and of 
pure testes, and a great lover and ccmstant reader of 
the briit current literature, iKitli .secular and religiou.s. 
Mr. Mitchell shared with her in these tastes, and, 
though unable to devote much time to their cultiva- 
tion and enjoyment, he never failed to foster and en- 
courage them in his family. Theirs was a model 
home, the centre of affection, culture, and taste, and 
none ever visited it without pleasure, and few leil it 
without regret. 

As a citizen he was public-spirited and enterprising, 
ready at all times to do his share to promote the best 
interests of the town and community. 

The church of their choice, the old society of their 
ancestors, was an object of their waruK«t aflectioii, 
and their house was always open to entertain visiting 
or exchanging clergymen of their denomination. No 
better expression can be given of the esteem in which 
Mr. Mitchell was held than that found in a letter 
written at the time of his death to Mrs. Mitchell by 
that di.stin<ruishod Unitarian divine, Rev. F. U. 
Hedge, ]).!)., who had been their imstor when they 
lived in Bangor, and a frequent visitor aflerwards at 
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their house, both in Philndelphia and East Bpidge- 
water: 

" Brookliitb, July 4, 1872. 

" My prar Mrs. MircnKLL,— ^inco I oould not bo present 
At Mr. Mitohell's funeral, I must write to say how profoundly 
I Bympathixe with you in your boreavcment. I think of you a 
great deal in thoso days, and Icnowing you aa well a« I do, I 
feel that the loss of a husband on whom you and all your fam- 
ily depended so muoh murt bo a terrible blow. I recall the 
time of our first acqunintanee in Bangor, when you were both 
yonng, and T, loo, had the greater part of my lifo before mc. 
1 was then iiuprcsscnl with Mr. Mitchell's vigor and his strong 
affection for yon, and all my subsequent acquaintance has deep- 
ened that impression. 

" lie was certainly a true and faithful stay of his family, — 
one who felt the responsibilities of husband and father, and en- 
doavornd to do full juslico to th<MO relations. Ho was also one 
who felt hin ohligaliohN ns a cilir.un. lie did what in him lay 
til proiiiotn tliu host intt^rostM of Iho church and town with 
which ho was tioinicctc<l by hcroditary tics and aflfuctions. I 
rejoiced to witness, after his removal to Uridgowater, his 
growth in manliness, usefulness, and public spirit. His career 
as a public man has been very honorable; he has trodden in 
the footsteps of a father whom he revered and whom all ro- 
verefl; he has worthily fulfilled his calling, and leaves behind 
him a name of which his children may ho proud, and which 
will bo to you a prurioiig legacy. 

" I know how your heart must bleed wi(h this afiliction, and 
mine bleeds with you and for you. Mr. Mitchell was my 
friend of many years, and one to whom — thougfi our spheres 
were so different — I felt a sincere and warm attnohraent. I 
hope, my dear friend, that yon will find comfort in the thought 
that these bereavements are not the work of chance, but ordi- 
nations of infinite wisdom and love, and these separations are 
not fonnor. Yunrs, F know, will bn llin Horriiw with llir up- 
ward, and not the ihiwnward, look. 

** Mny your children healdossing to you, iiml may all divinn 
consolations attcnil you. 

" Your faithful friend, 

"F. H. Hkwjr." 

JMr. Mitchell held numerous public offices, although | 
lie never for a moment sought or would have accepted 
any puhlio position which endangered or seriously in- 
tcrfercd with his regularly-established private business, 
which he regarded as the sheet anchor of his hopes, 
U|>oii which the happiness of himself and family de- 
pended. No public office within the gift of the people 
would have yielded him the income which his business 
furnished and his necessities demanded. 

He was one of the electors of Mitssachusetts in 
1860, and had the distiugui8hed honor of being the 
m(»ssenger who carried the electoral vote of Massa- 
chusetts, cjist for Abraham Lincoln, to Washington, 
in January, 18<)1. lie w:is twice elected to the Mas- 
sachusetts Senate, serving in the years 18G2 and 18G3. 
He was one of the inspectors of the State Almshouse, 
at Uridgewiit^T, almost constantly fnun its (^Ktablish- 
moiit to his drath, and took a deep interest in the 
snfCi*8M of the in.stitntion. Mr. Mitrlicll w:is not by 
nature a partisan, and was never inclined to engage 



in political controversy. He was, however, an aotive 
Republican from the organization of that party to the 
day of his death. During the period of the war of 
the Rebellion of 1861, he and his patriotic wife were 
foremost in good words and works in promoting the 
Union cause. Nothing which patriotism or charity 
demanded of them was led undone. 

Their children were the following : 

Henry Hedge, married Mary Texanna Whitehurst, 
of Norfolk, Va. 

Grace Webster, married Horace Parker Chandler, 
Esq., of Boston. 

Helen Angier, married Thomas B. Hedge, of Plym- 
outh. She is now a widow. 

Sophia Ripley, married Frederick Westwood, of 
England. 

Jennet Orr, married Charles W. Copeland, of West 
Bridgewater. 

William Davis, born 1853; died 1871. 

Lavinia Hathaway, married Theodore W. Stead- 
man, now of Omaha, Neb. 



CHARLES WESCOTT HARRIS. 

Charles Weseott Harris was bom in Smithfield, R. I., 
Aug. 1 2, 1822. He was the son of Handy Harris and 
Abigail Kent. The father began life as a Methodist 
preacher, but early entered a medical college in New 
lITork, froUi which he graduated and then entered 
upon the homoeopathic practice of medicine, spend- 
ing a large part of his life in the town of Yarmouth, 
Barnstable Co. 

The subject of this sketch early in life developed 
a love for the profession of his father. He entered 
the New York Homcjoopathio College about 1846, 
and graduated from it afler a full term of study. 
He began practice in the city of Taunton, Bristol 
Co., with Dr. Barrows, remaining there, however, 
but a short time. 

From the time of his removal from Taunton till 
August, 1851, he practiced in Wareham, Plymouth 
Co., but he then returned to Taunton, where he re- 
mained till July, 1854. His many patients in Ware- 
ham at this time induced him to return to them, and 
the next ten years he was a resident of that town, 
accumulating, during this period, a large and lucra- 
tive practice, which extended into all the adjoining 
towns. His circuit here was a very extensive one, 
making it neeessiiry to ride many hours every day. 
The severity of his professional labors began to ad- 
monish him by the recurrence of a physical infirmity, 
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from which ho hud for years suffered more or less, 
that he must give up so large a pructioc, or at least 
seek one which did not require such severe exposure 
to the wetither. Accordingly in 1801 he ruuioved lo 
the city of Providcncci where he remained two years, 
long before the end of which he found his energies 
again overtaxed by his professional work. 

In the year 18G6 he removed to East Rridgcwater, 
Plymouth Co., where he settled upon the homestead 
of his wife, Lucinda K. Keith, whom he had married 
in 1850. He was greatly devoted to agricultural and 
horticultural pursuits, and it had been one of the 
fondest dreams of his life that he might some day be 
permitted to lay aside his professional cares and gain 
health and pleasure in indulging in these occupa- 
tions. Adding by purchase to the bounds of the 
farm, he soon made it attractive and interesting to 
all ; but he was not long allowed to enjoy this mode 
of life. 

He was a physician whom patients sought, and 
here he was soon sought out by those who adopt his 
methods of practice. His experience at Wareham 
was soon repeated, and long before his death, which 
occurred May 24, 1884, his business had beciinio very 
extensive, lie had patients in nearly all the surround- 
ing towns. 

Besides being a skillful and safe physician, he was 
possessed of a most enviable disposition ; gentle as a 
woman, kind-hearted, sympathetic, and generous, his 
features always lighted by a pleasant smile, his ap- 
pearance in the sick-chamber was most welcome to 
the suffering victim of disea.se. The expressions of 
love and esteem from the numerous throng of relatives 
and friends which gathered about his grave on that 
mild day in May was a more eloquent testimonial to 
his goodness and his merits than any words of eulogy 
which we can write or utter. 

Dr. Harris was a devoted member of the Union 
Orthodox Church in East Bridgewater during his 
residence in that town, and was also a member of 
Satucket Lodge of Masons, in the same town. 

His wife, Lucinda, with whom he lived happily 
and as a devoted husband, died in January, 1881. 



JAMES SIDNEY ALLKN. 

Hon. James Sidney Allen, son of Sidney Allen 
and Mehitabel Dyer Bates, daughter of Moses Bates, 
of East Bridgewater, was born in East Bridgewater, 
July 3, 1831. His boyhood was passed in his 
native town, where ho received the educational 
advantages afforded by the common schools of that 



day. Industry was one of his nuirked character- 
istics, and at the early age of Mcventeeii ycani he 
had arrived at that proBcicney which cnabloti hi in to 
command a man's wages in the lack-factory and u1m> 
in making sluics. From that time until twenty years 
of age he made shoes for various manufacturers. 
Then he couimencod in a small way on his own ac- 
count in West Bridgewater, and from that time to the 
present, except three years (1852-55), he has been 
manufacturing. He continued the business in Kast 
Bridgewater until 1872, when he erected a factory in 
Brockton, and has since carried on the business in 
that city. In the beginning of the business in East 
Bridgewater the production was small and bat few 
persons were employed. It has increased until at the 
present time the annual production amounts to nearly 
three hundred thou.Hand dollars, and (me hnndrcil and 
filly hands are employed. Mr. Allen resided in West 
Bridgewater four years, from 1848 to 1853, when he 
went to Campello and remained nearly two years, and 
then returned to his native town, where he now re- 
sides. 

Oct. 0, 1852, he united in marriage with Mary 
Porter (lliurcliill, daughl^sr of Deacon Ohurh^ 
Churchill, of West Bridgewater. Two children sur- 
vive, viz.. Dr. Bnidford Allen, now a practicing 
physician in Brockton, and liOuise, who was born in 
18G5. Dr. Allen was born Jan. 23, 1857. He 
graduated from Amherst College in 1878, and from 
the Harvard Medical College in 1882, and completed 
his medical studies abroad, at Vienna, Berlin, and at 
the Rotunda Hospital in Dublin, one of the cele- 
brated institutions of Europe. 

Mr. Allen's wife died in 1870, and in 1871 he 
married Alice, daughter of Josiah Richards, Esq., of 
West Bridgewater. She was a teacher in Bridgewater 
Normal School. Their family consists of three chil- 
dren, viz., Lyman Richards, born 1873 ; James Sid- 
ney, Jr., 1876; and Elbert Qrover, 1879. 

Mr. Allen has ever been thoroughly identified with 
the interests of his native town and county, and all 
mcaMuros tending to advance the welfare of either 
have found in him an earnest advocate. He has been 
called to many positions of trust and responsibility. 
He has been selectman and on the school committee 
of East Bridgewater, representative in the Legisla- 
ture in 18G4 and again in 1871, and for two terms, 
1882 and 1883, was senator from the Plymouth 
Second District. He is a member of the Union 
Congregational Church at East Bridgewater. 
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CHAPTER I. 

GBOaRAPIIIOAL — TOPOQRAPTIICAL — BOCLRSTAS- 

TICAL. 

The Pint Settlementa — First Congregational Sooiety — Old 
Meeting- IIoiiMH — Uov. James Keith — Ilis Ministry — The 
Old Uouse of Rev. James Keith — Its Loeation, cto. — In- 
ventory of Rev. James Keith — Baptist Church — The New 
Jerusalem Society — Methodist Church. 

The town of West Bridgcwater^ is located in the 
northwestern part of the county, and is bounded as 
follows : On the north by Hrockton, on the cast by 
East Bridgewater, on the south by Bridgcwater, and 
on the west by Bristol County. 

The town is generally level and well watered. The 
north and northwesterly part is higher and somewhat 
undulated ; and the south and southeasterly part lower 
and flat. It has a strong soil and the cultivated parts 
are generally fertile, much of it having a clayey sub- 
stratum, very good grass lands. Swampy furc^ls arc 
prevalent, and natural meadows abound. The llock- 
omock meadows in thu southeasterly part skirting the 
river form a range of over three hundred acres. 

Its waters are the Town River, the outlet of Nippe- 
nicket Pond, and a tributary of Taunton Great River, 
which enters the town in the southwest and flows 
through the centre in a crescent courso and loaves 
the town in the southeasterly part. 

Several other rivers and rivulets, coming from the 
north, enter Town River in its course through the 
town ; the most westerly one coming through Easton, 
called Hockomock River, in this town, affords a good 
mill-power in the northwest part, flows south and 
joins the main stream about half a mile north of the 
pond in the town of Bridgewater. A smaller stream, 
called West- Meadow Brook, in the westerly part, 
having its source in Brockton and flowing southerly, 
near Cochessett village, also affords a mill-power ; and 

* For much of the early hidtory of this town, including the 
Indian grant, King Philip's war, Revolutionary war, etc., iho 
reader is referred to the history of Ancient Rridgowator and 
Bridgewater elsewhere in this volume. 
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the river flowing through Brockton, called Salisbury 
River in that city, flows through the northeasterly 
part of this town, called hero Matfleld River, has an 
excellent mill privilege in this town. 

An excellent water-power near the centre of the 
town, on Town River, where a grliiding-niill, saw- 
mill, a branch of O. Ames A'Sons'shovel-manofacto- 
ries and other works now stand, is the site where 
Deacon Samuel Edson built the first mill in the an- 
cient town of Bridgewater soon after its settlement. 
And on another dam, called Ames' Dam, just below 
thu main dam, is whore shovels were first made by 
0. Ames' ancestor. Also, as recently as 1 820 or 1824, 
there was a mill at this place where WiMil was c:irdetl 
and made into rolls for spinning, and a mill where the 
cloth was fulled, colored, and dressed ; and the farmers 
of this and adjoining towns brought the shearing of 
their flocks, first to be carded, and, after the wives 
and daughters had spun and wove it, again to be 
C4)lorcd and dressed. 

A broad, low rock, a few rods below the mills, on 
the north side of the stream, is now to bo seen, u|H)n 
which, tradition says. Old Minister Keith stood to 
preach his first sermon to this people, from the text, 
" Behold, I cannot speak ; for I am a child" (Jer. i. 
6), in 1G63, probably, he being about twenty years 
old. 

The first settlements in ancient Bridgewater, us 
also the first in the interior of the Old Colony, were 
made within the territorial limits of the present town 
of West Bridgewater in 1651. The first settlers 
had a house-lot of six acres each granted them on the 
Town River, and the plantation was called Nuckatost, 
or Nuncketetest. The settlement was compact, the 
house-lots being contiguous for mutual protection 
against the Indians, and, as a further protection 
against the incursions of the natives, the inhabitants 
erected a stockade or garrison on the south side of 
the river, and also fortified many of their dwellings. 
From this original settlement locations were made in 
other portions of the town, and in 1 (>G8, seventeen 
years after their first location, a jury of twelve men 



HISTORY OF EAST BlUDGEWATKR. 



887 



noN. WlliLAKI) IMMMilPS. 

Hon. Willard IMiillips, son orfIc»sc)>li Pliillips, was 
born in East IJridjiowator, Doc. 19, 1784, but as bis 
family removed to Hampshire County while he was a 
child, the most of his youth w;ts passed in dificrcnt 
towns of that locality, one of which was Cummington, 
where he lived h^everal years. Up to the age of nine- 
teen he enjoyed no advantages of education, except 
the common district schools of that neighborhood, but 
bad profited so well by their instructions that at 
eighteen he taught a school in the neighboring town 
of Goshen. At nineteen, having for a few months 
taught a second school at Chesterfield, he began 
studying Iiatin under the instruction of his rrioiid 
and townsman, (/alvin I Griggs, a medical student at 
that time with Dr. Bryant, the father of our great 
poet, William Cullen Bryant. 

Having decided, in spite of many obstacles, to enter 
Harvard College, Mr. Phillips studied and resided for 
Bome time with James Thomas, Esq., of East Bridge- 
water; allcrwards studied with Jlcv. Mr. Nilcs, (»f 
Abington, completing his preparatory coui*se at 
Bridgewatcr Academy, then under the care of llich- 
ard Sanger, who had been tutor at Harvard. After 
more than two years alternate study and school- 
keeping, in 1806, he was admitted a student at 
Harvard. After graduating, he taught for a time in 
Boston, which calling he gave up on being appointed 



to a lutA>rHliip at Harvard. During intervals of his 
duties there he studied law, and on resigning bis 
position as tutor entered the law-office of Benjamin 
Oorham, of Boston, as junior partner. In 1825 
and 182(> he was representative to the General Court. 
From 1839 to 1847 he was judge of probate for Suf- 
folk County, giving up the practice of law in 1845. 
In 1843 he became president of the American Life 
Insurance Company, holding the office until 18G5. 
Judge Phillips is known as author of valuable works, 
both political and lq;al. For several years ho was 
both editor and publisher of the American Jurist, 
From 1837 to 1841 ho was one of the commissioDcrs 
appointed by Governor Hlverett for reducing ** the law 
of crimes and punishments to a systematic code." 
He wrote several articles in the " Encyclopanlia 
Americana,*' and, with Edward Pickering, edited 
the first American edition of " Collyer on Partner- 
ship;' 

Judge Phillips married, Juno 12, 1833, Hannah 
Brackctt Hill, daughter of Hon. Aaron and Hannah 
(Quincy) Hill. Mr. Hill was for many years post- 
master of Boston. His wife died Feb. 25, 1837. 
He married, Sept. 3, 1838, ber sister, Harriet Hill. 
Judge Phillips died at his residence in Cambridge on 
Tuesday, Sept. 9, 1873, at the age of eighty-eight 
years. His only surviving child is Willard Quincj 
Phillips, Esq., a son of the first marriage. 
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